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Study circle pilots take off, land smoothly 
 In February – March, 28 adult basic education 
administrators and instructors participated in study circles, a 
mode of professional development where participants work in a 
small-group setting to learn about research findings, theories, 
and concepts and discuss how these can be applied to practice 
and policy.  
 Both the Reno and the Las Vegas groups met three times for 
a total of 10.5 hours and focused on adult student persistence, 
using NCSALL’s model as a guide.  Participants developed an 
extensive list of strategies to increase persistence in their 
programs. The groups will meet again during the 2006-2007 
year to follow-up on their plans. 

From left, top row: Noreen Tabb-Martin, Peter 
Acosta, JoAnn Lindsay, John Ohrenschall, Lyn Pizor, 
Kathleen Porter-Love, Jay Yeo. Middle row: Kathleen 
Miller, Naomi Romero, Nita Russell-Latham, Maxine 
Engel-Muccigrosso. Bottom row: Robbie Fink, David 
Sultzbach, Milan Devetak. 

From left, top row: Paul Marsala, Rex Newell, Linda 
Schneider-Erger, Geraldine Thomson, Paula Kizis, 
Michael Cronmiller, Paul Carignan, Elvia Garcia, Michael 
Johnston. Bottom row: Francis Levier, Teri Zutter, Brian 
Guyer. Not shown: John Milon, Amy Esperante. 

♦ Persistence: Adults staying in programs for as 
long as they can, engaging in self-directed study 
when they must stop attending program services, 
and returning to a program as soon as the 
demands of their lives allow. 

 
♦ NCSALL: National Center for the Study of Adult 

Learning and Literacy, (www.ncsall.net) 

Paul Marsala honored 
ABE Program Director Paul Marsala recently received an 

International Exemplary Leadership Award at the 15th Interna-
tional Chair Academy Conference in Tucson, Arizona. 
Nominated by Mike Rainey, TMCC’s Dean of Workforce Devel-
opment and Continuing Education, Paul was recognized for his 
exemplary leadership, best leadership practices, and his 
commitment to TMCC, its departments and teams, and the 
students they serve. 

In late March, Paul and four TMCC colleagues began work 
in the Southwest Leadership Academy, a year-long leadership 
development program offered through the Chair Academy, which 
provides organizational leadership training worldwide. 



Upcoming conferences 
Additional events at www.literacynet.org/nevada (click on calendar) 

What:  2006 CASAS National Summer Institute, June 13-15, San Diego, CA 
Contact:  www.casas.org 800-255-1036 
 

What: TESOL Academy 2006, June 23-24, Chicago, IL 
Contact: 703-836-0774 or edprograms@tesol.org 
 
What: National Reading Conference, November 29 – December 2, Los Angeles, CA 
Contact: http://www.nrconline.org/  
 
What:   Meeting of the Minds II: National Adult Education Practitioner-Researcher Symposium 
   November 30 – December 2, Sacramento, CA 
Contact:  www.researchtopractice.org; mcorley@air.org or eoka@air.org  

ABE Standards developed;  
ESL Standards enhanced with EL Civics objectives 

By Claudia Bianca DeBay, NV CASAS Manager & Trainer/Resource Specialist, 775/824-8604, cdebay@tmcc.edu  

ABE Content Standards for beginning literacy, beginning basic, intermediate low, and intermediate high levels are 
now available on the Web at http://www.literacynet.org/nevada/teachertutor.html. 

Nevada’s ESL Standards were recently updated to include EL Civics objectives. Teachers and tutors are encouraged 
to incorporate these objectives and/or other EL Civics objectives that are deemed a priority for their specific classes or 
individual students. These standards include low beginning, high beginning, low intermediate, high intermediate, low 
advanced, and high advanced levels. 

Both the ESL/EL Civics Standards and the ABE Standards have been aligned to NRS levels, EFF standards, CASAS 
assessments, and CASAS competencies. They have also been customized for Nevada’s eight AEFLA-funded programs. 
The Standards are the same for all programs; however, individual programs’ resources have been matched to each 
Standard and CASAS competency. Links to program-specific resources will be posted to the Web in the near future. 

Approximately 40 Nevadans attended the 
annual Mountain Plains Adult Education 
Association conference in Denver in April. The 
turnout was especially gratifying to incoming 
President Teri Zutter, director of Western Nevada 
Community College’s ABE Program.  

MPAEA’s mission is to support and promote 
lifelong learning in the Mountain Plains region. In 
addition to the conference, services include the 
peer-reviewed Journal of Adult Education, a 
quarterly newsletter, various scholarships, and 
many networking opportunities.  

Nevadans prominent at MPAEA Conference 

For more information about MPAEA, visit www.mpaea.org or contact Nevada’s Board members: 
Brad Deeds,   bdeeds@tmcc.edu  775/829-9050 
Sharyn Yanoshak  saylv@cox.net   702/253-6280 



 

Self-paced summer school for teacher and tutors …  
Verizon Literacy Campus (www.literacycampus.org) continues to expand its catalog of free 

online courses for adult educators. Current offerings include: Working with Adult Literacy Learners, 
Principles of Adult Learning, Phonemic Awareness for Adult Literacy Learners, Writing without 
Fear, and Graphic Organizers: Tools for Instructors and Students. In addition, there is a course on 
reading comprehension and several on citizenship, culture, and English Language Learning. Each 
self-paced course takes about 45-60 minutes to complete. 

Developed by the National Center for Family Literacy and ProLiteracy Worldwide, the courses 
are based on current research, written by experts in the field, and designed to provide practical skills-
based techniques for use in the classroom or tutoring environment. 

… and for administrators 
The Program Leadership and Improvement Special Collection (http://pli.cls.utk.edu) provides access to quality 

online resources for adult education leaders to help them improve program services and outcomes. Part of LINCS 
(Literacy Information aNd Communication System), the site is divided into three primary areas:  
Background, Perspective, and Beliefs has articles and reports that provide information on a variety of ideas and 

perspectives in the broad area of program improvement in adult education, such as Volunteer Management Practices 
and the Retention of Volunteers. 

Models for Program Improvement includes strategies and frameworks that provide a comprehensive approach to 
program improvement and may include sample forms, workshop outlines, tools, and other resources, such as 
Coaching: A Strategy for Developing Instructional Capacity. 

Tools and Resources features “stand-alone” documents such as assessment instruments, standards, competencies, 
indicators, and measures.  
The site is one of 11 LINCS “Special Collections.” To access the others, visit Nevada’s literacy Web site at http://

www.literacynet.org/nevada and click on the “collections” button near the top of the screen. 
 

 Summer reading for all 
 According to publisher McGraw-Hill, Teaching Adult ESL: A Practical Introduction by Betsy Parrish 
is “the first comprehensive yet practical overview of adult ESL teaching methodology for teachers and 
teachers in preparation.” Better yet, at a recent national meeting of professional developers, several people 
mentioned the book. The consensus: excellent because it “talks our lingo” and addresses our issues, such as 
NRS reporting. The book’s ISBN is 0072855134.  

Educators from four programs prove performance 
Fourteen instructors and tutors from three Nevada programs submitted evidence of 

student outcomes and were awarded their initial ABE Certificates of Performance during the 
past five months. These educators met the student retention and performance criteria outlined 
in Nevada’s unique outcome-based recognition program. 
 Stantley Baldwin, Sheila Long, Ronnie McDonald, Armando Monarrez, Joseph P. Petrini 

Jr., Naomi R. Romero, David R. Sultzbach, Yasmin Shumate-Correia, Eva P. Wortherly, 
(Community College of Southern Nevada) 
 Amelia Amy Esperante, Michael A. Johnston, Taura J. Macken, John Thornberg 

(Northern Nevada Literacy Council) 
 Paul Carignan (Western Nevada Community College) 

 Special congratulations to TMCC’s Linda Schneider-Erger, who recently 
renewed her Certificate. Renewal requires completion of at least 30 hours of quality 
professional development geared to teaching adults and evidence of exemplary student 
retention and educational gain during the past three years.  

For more information, contact Ken Zutter, 775/687-9236, kzutter@doe.nv.gov or visit http://www.literacynet.org/
nvabecp/. 



What do you make? 
Editor’s note: At last … a relevant blast e-mail message. Thanks to the anonymous source! 

Teachers make every other profession possible. 

The dinner guests were sitting around the table 
discussing life. One man, a CEO, decided to explain 
the problem with education. He argued, "What's a kid 
going to learn from someone who decided his best 
option in life was to become a teacher?” 

He reminded the other dinner guests what they say 
about teachers: "Those who can, do. Those who can't, 
teach." 

To stress his point he said to another guest, 
"You're a teacher, Susan. Be honest. What do you 
make?" 

Susan, who had a reputation for honesty and 
frankness replied, "You want to know what I make? I 
make kids work harder than they ever thought they 
could. I make a C+ feel like the winner of the 

Congressional Medal of Honor. I make kids sit 
through 40 minutes of study hall in absolute silence. 

"You want to know what I make? I make kids 
wonder. I make them question. I make them criticize. 
I make them apologize and mean it. I make them 
write. I make them read, read, read. I make them show 
all their work in math and perfect their final drafts  in 
English. 

“I make them understand that if you have the 
brains, and follow your heart, and if someone ever 
tries to judge you by what you make, you must pay no 
attention because they just didn't learn." 

Susan paused and then continued. "You want to 
know what I make? I make a difference.” 
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