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OMB rates Adult Ed 
“effective” 

 On February 5th, Troy R. Justesen, 
Assistant Secretary at the Office of Vocational 
and Adult Education, announced the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) had rated the 
national Adult Education State Grant Program 
“effective” — the highest rating a federal 
program can achieve. Programs rated 
“effective” must set ambitious goals, achieve 
results, be well managed, and improve 

efficiency. Only one other education program has earned 
this rating. 

OMB used the PART (Program Assessment Rating 
Tool), which examines factors reflecting program 
performance, to re-evaluate the Adult Education State 
Grant Program. The program moved from its 2002 rating 
of “results not demonstrated” to “effective” in 2007 
because it significantly improved performance 
measurements and outcomes. OMB uses the ratings to 
help develop funding levels for the President’s budget, 
and Congress uses them in analyzing programs’ return on 
investment for funding levels each year. 

Commendations for adult education include: 
√ Recruits, retains, and assists eight times as many 

people from its target population — at a lower cost 
— than all other related federal programs combined. 

√ Is achieving performance goals for high school 
completion, postsecondary education or training, and 
job retention. 

√ Is managed well through new quality standards, 
common assessment tools, and improved 
comparability of grantee performance data. 

√ Requires participants to advance the equivalent of 
two or more grade levels for a measurable learning 
gain, yet increased the percent of participants 
achieving learning gains consistently since FY 2000. 

√ Is investing in randomized controlled trails to find 
instructional strategies to enable learning gains in less 
than 12 months. 
For more comments, see http://www.whitehouse.gov/

omb/expectmore/summary/10000180.2006.html 

Nevada educators continue to 
prove performance 

The following teachers and tutors recently 
submitted evidence showing they met performance 
criteria for student retention and outcomes. 
Congratulations to these ABE Certificate of 
Performance recipients! 
 Initial Certificates: Aura Bohorquez and Joi 

Rector (CALL); Ellen M. Bretz, Gene Moore, 
and Maria L. Ojeda (CCSN); Michael Cronmiller 
and Isaias M. Zurita (Northern Nevada Literacy 
Council); and Joy Zimmerman (TMCC). 
 Renewals: Robert Fink (Catholic Charities); Daniel 

Pastorius (CCSN); Barbara Lott and Sheryl Tingle 
(WNCC). 

New options for earning renewal credits  
Adult educators now have two more ways to earn the 

two professional development credits required for 
renewing the ABE Certificate of Performance. 
• Development and presentation of a high quality, 

meaningful workshop to the local program. 
• Independent study — investigate instructional issues 

of a particular concern, collect information, and 
report on their processes and results. 
For more information on the nation’s only outcome-

based recognition program, contact Ken Zutter, 775/687-
9236, kzutter@doe.nv.gov or visit  
http://www.literacynet.org/nvabecp/ 

Independent study example 
 CCSN’s Noreen Tabb-Martin recently completed 
an independent study that earned her credit toward 
Certificate renewal by analyzing and reporting on the 
results of her work to increase persistence. 
 Noreen compared persistence and educational 
gains for three classes receiving the interventions to three 
classes that did not. She reported the percent of students 
who finished went from 69% to 82%; percent who re-
enrolled went from 13.6% to 18.6%; and average test 
gain went up .5 point. For the complete report “Simple 
Interventions Increase Persistence,” contact Noreen at 
tchu2da@cox.net, 702/646-5699. 



From The Change Agent:  
Special Call for Student Writings on Voting  

 We are interested in hearing from adult learners who voted in the November 2006 elections. 
Write to us about your experience with voting in the recent elections. The writings will be considered 
for the March 2008 issue of The Change Agent journal. It will be a special edition on Voting and 

Advocacy that aims to help adult educators and learners to become active advocates and informed voters. 
Questions: 
o What was your voting experience like? 
o If you voted for the first time, what motivated you to vote? 
o Why do you think voting is important? 
All articles must be received by March 31, 2007. All articles will be considered. They must be typed. Suggested 

length is 500-1,200 words. Final decisions are made by The Change Agent editorial board. A stipend of $50 will be paid 
to each adult education student whose work is accepted for publication in this issue. 

Please send material (by email or PC disk) to: 
Angela Orlando, Editor 
New England Literacy Resource Center/World Education 
44 Farnsworth St., Boston, MA 02210 
Phone: 617-482-9485; fax: 617-482-0617; aorlando@worlded.org 

MPAEA April 25-28 
The registration form is at http://www.webpages.uidaho.edu/~janelk/index.html 

Did you know that five students with similar scores on 
a reading test can have vastly different skill proficiencies 
on: word recognition, spelling, word meaning (vocabulary), 
silent reading comprehension, and oral reading rate? 

NIFL’s “Assessment Strategies & Reading Profiles” 
site (http://www.nifl.gov/readingprofiles/) provides 
guidance on this issue for adult educators. The Web site is 
based on the ARCS (Adult Reading Components Study), 
which tested 955 adult learners individually on eleven 
skills (components) that contribute to reading ability.  

The site tells how to match a learner's reading profile to 
one of eleven research-based profiles developed from the 
ARCS. You will find suggestions for instruction as well as 
information about the ARCS learners in this group that 
may relate to your learner.  

You may also take a self-directed mini-course 
containing extensive information on the major reading 
components and assessment; additional sections contain 
references and downloadable resources. 

ARCS reading research yields tools for adult educators 
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State Literacy Resource Center reorganized  
By Kathy Biagi, Literacy Coordinator, Nevada Literacy Coalition  

Major Reorganization 
After careful consideration, the SLRC has been reorganized so that it is shelved by Library of 

Congress numbers, rather than by the ERIC Indicators. This should ease locating materials, while 
still aiding users by maintaining the ERIC Indicator color code on each item. Additionally, large 
posters displaying the Library of Congress number system (as it applies to subject matter) and the 
ERIC Indicator classification system have been added to the Center. 

Catalog Search Available in SLRC 
 There are now two functioning catalog-search computers in the 
SLRC. This will make locating materials much easier as users won’t have to 
run back downstairs to the main State Library to use those catalog-search 
computers. Copies of instructional packets are available in the Center, one 
explaining how to use the catalog search and the other explaining the Library 
of Congress numbering system. 
Circulation Increasing 
 Circulation of materials continues to increase as ABE/ESL teachers 
visit, seeking information. While Western Nevada Community College and 
the Carson City Literacy Volunteers (CCLV) program have easy access to 
materials in the SLRC, a significant amount of information is sent through 

the mail all over the state and nationwide, usually to universities. The materials in the SLRC are available to anyone with 
a library card. 

Field Trip Opportunity! 
The Carson City Literacy Volunteers toured the SLRC after its reorganization and shared with us their pleasure in 

the materials available and the new look of the center. The tour was part of the CCLV’s new tutor orientation. Anyone is 
welcome to come in for a guided tour to learn what is available in the Center. Call us for more info! 
New Materials for SLRC — what would you like? 

The NLC will be ordering new materials for the SLRC by April 
10th. The remaining budget is under $1000, so it is important that we 
spend the funds wisely! If there is a resource you would like to see 
added to the Resource Center, please send suggestions via e-mail or 
phone so that the item may be placed on the acquisitions list. One 
area of focus for the April purchase is an adult reader category, as 
the Center has very few such materials and we are getting requests 
for them. 
 

Contact us! 
 Kathy Biagi, Literacy Coordinator 

kabiagi@clan.lib.nv.us 
 JoAnne Goena, Administrative Assistant 

jgoena@clan.lib.nv.us  
 775/684-3340 or 800/445-9673 

A search of the SLRC catalog system will allow anyone to reserve materials. To search the SLRC: 
1. Go to www.literacynet.org/nevada; click on “Nevada Literacy Coalition/State Literacy Resource Center” (last 

link on center of page). 
2. When the NLC page comes up, click on “State Literacy Resource Center” on right side of page. 
3. Click on “Click here to search Nevada (SLRC) Collection.” 
 This brings up the Cooperative Libraries Automated Network (CLAN) search site, with the SLRC designated as 

the location to search. You may search by topic or specific title, as well as indicate type of material needed (book, DVD, 
etc.).  

Requests for materials are processed daily and sent to the library designated for pick up. The people who reserve 
materials need only to go to the library they designated and use their library cards to check out the materials.  



By popular demand! Don Prickel returns to Nevada 
Dr. Don Prickel returns to northern Nevada this month to present “Teaching Strategies Essential for Managing 

Learner Success,” a full-day workshop geared to adult educators. Full participation in the workshop AND completion of 
a 1.5-hour follow-up activity within 30 days after the workshop earn participants .5 credit toward renewal of Nevada’s 
ABE Certificate of Performance and/or .5 Inservice Renewal Credit for Nevada’s Teaching License.  

The workshops are hosted by the AEFLA-funded programs throughout the state and space is limited, so pre-
registration is required. Contact the program host to reserve your spot! 

 

 This highly interactive workshop, 
designed for all teachers and tutors of 
adults, draws on current research and best 
practices for adult learning. Participants 
will be introduced to a simple five-step 
process for delivering content to adult 
learners.  
 Embedded in each of these five 
steps are new and emerging learner-
centered strategies that can enhance (if not 
transform!) classroom and teaching 
techniques. Participants will learn how to 
apply strategies — including cooperative 
learning, questioning, dialogue, and 
assessment — geared to help students think 
more critically and master content more 
efficiently and effectively. 

Workshop Hosts 
March 2, Winnemucca 
Meachell LaSalle 
Great Basin College 
775-753-2109 
meachelll@gwmail.gbcnv.edu 
 
March 23, Reno 
Rex Newell 
Northern NV Literacy Council 
775/356-1007 
instructorcoord@nnlc.org 
 
March 24, Carson City 
Teri Zutter 
WNCC 
775/445-4453 
tzutter@wncc.edu 

Workshop Objectives 
√ Examine current myths, research, 

and trends in adult learning for the 
purpose of confirming, enhancing, 
and/or redesigning a five-step 
process of learner-centered planning 
and instruction. 

√ Through observation and analyses, 
design continuous assessment tools 
to more practically and effectively 
meet the respective goals of adult 
learners. 

√ Integrate at least two new learner-
centered strategies of critical 
thinking and/or cooperative learning 
into one’s current practice. 
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