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PinPoint pins down best sites for adult programs
By John Griffin (jgprism@sbcglobal.net, 775/883-7441) and Mary Katherine Moen (mkmoen@doe.nv.qov, 775/687-9167)

When Nevada’s federally funded Adult Basic Education and English as a Second Language
(ABE/ESL) programs plan for capacity and service, two issues drive the process:
» We need to justify that there is an increasing need for ABE/ESL programs in Nevada due to

population growth and demographics.

» We need to use relevant, reliable, current data to determine where ABE/ESL program sites -
should be located in our communities. o
The first component is easily demonstrated by tracking growth and the changing nature of our ~ # Y\

population over the last 20 years. PinPoint addresses the second of these two components.
PinPoint is a collaborative project between the Nevada Department of Education and individual school districts. Its
purpose is to use student demographics to identify areas of need related to ABE/ESL.

The process is based on two major assumptions:

1. Where there are children who are limited in their English proficiency (LEP), their parents are most likely

similarly limited; and

2. Children with a demonstrated need for free and reduced school lunch (FRL) tend to come from families whose
basic education skills might be limited, contributing to their earning relatively lower incomes.
PinPoint takes advantage of data generated by all of Nevada's public K-12 schools. It is comprehensive, detailed,
accurate, and updated annually in the fall. In these reports, each school can show the locations of its students who are

LEP or FRL Continued on page 2
% of students completing an educational level
How does Nevada in 2005-06
National State
Adult Ed compare of NV
= ABE Beginning Literac 38 47
to the nation? ginhing ~Teracy
ABE Beg. Basic Ed. 40 47

Nevada’s AEFLA-funded programs stack up very well! In .

Thursday Notes (2/22/07), the Office of Vocational and Adult ABE Intermediate Low 40 50
Education provided national performance data for 2005-2006. ABE Intermediate High 36 39
Nevada’s educatipnal oqtcomes are ahead of the aggregate —in  ["ASE Low 42 55
the top two quartiles — in all but the ESL low advanced level. E—

The data is reported through the National Reporting System | ESL Beginning Literacy 37 57
(NRS) for each educational functioning level. (Each educational ESL Beginning 37 47
level is roughly equivalent to two “grade levels.”) Each state -
reports on the percentage of students completing a level within ESL Intermediate Low 43 a7
the academic year. ESL Intermediate High 40 46

Although ee.lch state is eval}lated according to performance ESL Low Advanced 26 55
measures negotiated annually with the U.S. Department of
Education, the comparison to nationwide figures provides insight | ESL High Advanced 24 45
into our part of the whole. Total 38 44




Five things you can do right now to support college

transition for your students
From the National College Transition Network (NCTN)

1. Take your students on a tour of the college(s) near your program. At Dorcas Place Family Literacy and Learning
Center in Providence, RI, everyone at the center goes to visit the local community college once a year. Many
students grumble that they shouldn’t have to go because they are never going to college. Then, they get there and see
other students — just like themselves — and they begin to see the possibilities.

2. Invite an admissions counselor from the college to speak to your students to give them an overview of the
college admission process, financial aid, student support services, and the college culture. Colleges benefit
when students are well informed. Part of their job is outreach to potential students. It’s all about relationships and it’s
a win-win situation.

3. Speak the language of college with your students — semester, academic schedule, syllabus, text, etc. Define and
demystify college-ese. Send away for college catalogues and leave them around for students to look at. Use
catalogues in lesson plans.

4. Invite a former student who has gone on to college to come back and talk about their experience. If a picture is
worth a 1,000 words, a role model is worth a 1,000 pictures.

5. Nat s NCTN’s goal is to increase the number of adult learners who
Cgli%%ae Tra,|15|t| @ access and succeed in postsecondary education. The Network supports
*%Netwfk adult educators and program directors in in establishing and strengthening

adult transition services through technical assistance, professional

ull' |I ||

colleg1a1 sharlng, advocacy, and 1ncreased visibility. Additional partners include colleges, universities and workforce
development professionals. There are currently more than 800 members.
Free individual membership includes:
e original, downloadable publications on promising practices and

More on transitions, from the
research

Center for Adult English Language

_ _ ) . Acquisition: Supporting Adult
e annotated links to research, funding, and policy on transition and  guolish Lanouage Learners’

e tools for program development

related issues Transitions to Postsecondary
e workshops at regional or national conferences Education, a Brief for all
e updated lists of professional development opportunities practitioners and administrators who

work with adult English language

e bimonthly eNewsletter
learners. Go to www.cal.org/caela/,

To join, visit www.collegetransition.org and follow the links or email ‘ b -
Cynthia Zafft (czafft@worlded.org). The new student website is at http:/ 21@( on ESL Resources,” then on
www.collegeforadults.org. Briefs.

PinPoint (continued from page 1)

In our two major urban areas, Reno and Las Vegas,
- Geographlcal Information System (GIS) maps will be developed to cr s - .
identify individual LEP and FRL students and show the pattern of Build it and they will
their locations. The maps clearly and graphically identify their neighborhoods. (In
the rural areas, an Excel spreadsheet showing school-by-school information is the right spot!
sufficient to derive locations, since the number of schools is limited.)
Confidentiality is maintained in all cases.

Additionally, planners will be able to overlay the location of all the current ABE/ESL sites operated by the programs
in the area to determine which neighborhoods with high needs are being served and which ones are not.

Preliminary maps for planning the 2007-2008 school year have been generated by Vanessa Simpson, GIS analyst at
the Washoe County School District. In Clark County, Mary Ramirez, director of adult education, is working to complete
the process. Adult High School Diploma Programs operated by the two school districts will be overlaid on the maps.

All programs can then cooperatively plan to locate their sites based on the best available information and can update
the information each year.

come ... if you build it in



Standards from a teacher’s lens
Claudia Bianca-DeBay, NV CASAS Manager/Trainer & Resource Specialist cdebay@tmcc.edu, 775-824-8604

During the past few months, we’ve been discussing Nevada’s Content Standards for the federally funded ESL and
EL/Civics programs. These Standards are the broad, general statements that define what students should know and be
able to do. We’ve also talked about objectives — specific, measurable statements attached to the Standards.

So what’s the difference between ESL objectives and EL/Civics
objectives? ESL objectives address a learners’ personal life skill needs,
whereas EL/Civics objectives expand a learner’s horizon to include
involvement in his/her community.

For example, an ESL objective could be to make an appointment with a
doctor, whereas a civics objective might be to locate free or low-cost medical
services in the community. An ESL objective might be to write a check
accurately, while a civics objective would be to locate banks in the community and compare services. As one teacher
remarked, “Oh! ESL objectives are personal and specific, and EL Civics objectives are community and more general.
These are comfort words, words we can understand!”

Experience shows that teachers who successfully implement standards and objectives in the classroom identify what
they do in their day-to-day activities, reflect on what they do in the classroom, and are
clear about how the standards could be used outside the classroom and in the
community. The terms “objectives”, “competencies,” “standards,” etc. simply tag
what has already been identified in the teacher’s “world.” Many teachers realize they
have been teaching many of the standards all along. They are now able to affix the
appropriate term to what it is that they have been doing.

As I work with teachers implementing the standards — with our thoughtful
discussions, clear definitions of terms, and visual examples — I see they are excited
about using standards to improve instruction and enhance student learning. Their
lenses are clear and they wear them comfortably!

Understanding the difference
between ESL and EL/Civics
objectives enables teachers to
determine which objectives they
want to focus on in their
classrooms.

The standards
implementation process
enables teachers to better
organize their lessons and
clarify what they are
teaching and what their
students are learning.

29 ¢¢

More on Content Standards, from the Center for Adult English Language Acquisition: Understanding Adult
ESL Content Standards, a Brief that defines terminology, summarizes instructional benefits, describes characteristics
of content standards in the adult ESL field, and discusses existing research about the implementation of content
standards. Go to www.cal.org/caela/, click on “ESL Resources,” then on “Briefs.”

Funding Education’s payout
Y ends Estimated lifetime earnings, according to figures

provided by the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas:

The research dissemination efforts of the National

Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy $ 976’350' Someone(;mtht.l ess than a ninth-
(NCSALL) ended on March 31, 2007, with the grade cducation

termination of the federal funding. The existing research $1,150,698: High school dropout
publicatiqns, all back issues of Focus on Basi.cs, trair}ing $1.455.253: High school graduate

and teaching resources, and other materials will continue

to be available on the NCSALL Web site at $2,567,174: Bachelor degree

www.ncsall.net. All funding for NCSALL will end on
July 31, 2007.
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Northwest Regional Institute
May 10-11

ProLiteracy America, in conjunction with the Anchorage
Literacy Project and the Literacy Network of Washington, is
sponsoring a two-day Institute in Portland, OR. There will be two
tracks:

“The ABCs of Student Engagement: Active Learning, Building
Community, and Contextualized Instruction” is geared toward
instructors, teachers, trainers, and tutors. A one-hour preparatory
online course is included in the registration fee.

“Performance Accountability Initiative: Data Collection and
Management” is for program administrators, managers, and
coordinators. This is the first of three modules, part of the Dollar
General/ProLiteracy Performance Accountability Initiative. Partici-

pation in this session is limited and must
be pre-approved. To apply, contact
Melanie Daniels, project manager, at
mdaniels@proliteracy.org .
For more information on the
PRDL FhER &S Institute, call 315/422-9121, ext. 283 or e-
AEmmriEm mail info@proliteracy.org.
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Annual Conference:
Navigating the Waters

of Lifelong Learning
April 25-28

For all lifelong learning educators,
including those working with 21st Century
programs, community education programs,
continuing and higher education, correctional
education, adult basic education (ABE)
programs, English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL), and GED programs.

WWW.mpaea.org





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


