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Newell elected President of key Network What Is Literacy?

Vicki Newell (shown at right), Director of the Northern Nevada Literacy Council, was
recently elected President of the Human Services Network of Washoe County. The Network
is comprised of approximately 50 organizations representing the county’s major human
service providers. Vicki’s accomplishment is especially significant, as it is rare to have a
representative from adult education serving in such a noteworthy leadership position.

social Studie!

Nevada Literacy Coalition Summits successful
By Kathy Biagi, Literacy Coordinator, Nevada Literacy Coalition

As part of a major long-term planning effort, the Nevada Literacy Coalition (NLC) recently sponsored three regional
Literacy Summits to gather input regarding Nevada’s literacy needs. The Summits were designed to:

» Inform participants of the history and current functions of the NLC

» Discuss what the role of the NLC should be, including specific programs and initiatives that NLC should lead

» Prioritize possible programs and initiatives

» Discuss next steps

The three Summits were held in Reno on March 15", Elko on March 27", and Las Vegas on April 5™, Participants
shared concerns and generated ideas for future NLC activities. Based on their input, a working plan will be developed
and circulated back to participants for their review. Three follow-up meetings will be held in the same cities in late
summer and early fall to discuss the working plan and possible changes or adjustments.

Over 300 people were invited to participate in the Summits; approximately 125 people attended the meetings.
Participants included staff and management from public and school libraries; Adult Basic Education and ESL programs;
JobConnect offices; private business and banking; Head Start and State Pre-K programs; K-12 public education
principals and school district administrators; family literacy and Family-to-Family programs; health institutions; and
various State agencies such as the Governor’s Office and the Departments of Corrections, Human Services, and
Education.

The Summits were a collaborative effort. Funding was primarily provided
Editor:  Sharyn Yanoshak by an ABE Leadership grant through the Northern Nevada Literacy Council.
saylv@cox.net . . . .
Phone: 702/253-6280 The NLC also contributed funding for travel, postage, and copying costs. Julia
Fax: 702/651-4538 Ratti, of Strategic Management Services, facilitated each meeting.
For further information on the Literacy Summits or the long-term plan,
Community College of Southern Nevada please contact Kathy at 800/445-9673 or 775/684-3341,
3200 E. Cheyenne Ave. — K1B kabiagi@clan.lib.nv.us.
North Las Vegas, NV 89030
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http://www literacynet.org/nvadulted/ “A rise of just one percent in a nation’s literacy scores yields a 2.5%

newsletters.html increase in labor productivity and a 1.5% increase in GDP per person.
These raw numbers mean a real improvement in quality of life.”

Direct address changes to: — ’Literacy Scores, Human Capital and Growth Across 14 OECD Countries,”

robert.dorleans@ccsn.edu Statistics Canada, June 2004.
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Nevada Adult Educators re-group

More than 53 Nevadans attended the Mountain Plains Adult Education Association Conference in Idaho in April and
the majority of them attended a Friday morning meeting to discuss the state’s new association for adult educators. Linda
Bogle, Brad Deeds, Mary Ramirez, and Teri Zutter welcomed and led the group, which represented Clark County,
Carson City, Reno, Winnemucca, and various rural areas. Support for the new Nevada Adult Educators organization was
energetic and unanimous, with many offers to help.

Summer read aims for the heart

Reviews
"A profoundly moving, utterly passionate,
and inspired articulation of the call to, and
the pain and joy of, teaching. It is must
reading for any and every teacher, at any
level." —John Kabat-Zinn, author of
Wherever You Go, There You Are
"Parker Palmer is a Teacher in the truest
sense of the word. ... No one has done
more to raise our standards or deepen our
insight about the connections between
education, community, and spirituality.”
—David W. Orr, author of Earth in Mind: On
Education, Environment, and the Human
Prospect

deeper inquiry than our traditional questions do.
Palmer, a senior associate of the American Association for

In the introduction to The Courage to Teach: Exploring
the Inner Landscape of a Teacher’s Life (Jossey-Bass,
1997), author Parker Palmer writes, “This book is for
teachers who have good days and bad—and whose bad days
bring the suffering that comes only from something one
loves. It is for teachers who refuse to harden their hearts,
because they love learners, learning, and the teaching life."

This book raises questions about teaching we rarely
hear, even in the “teachers’ room.” Who is the self that
teaches? How does the quality of my selfhood form — or
deform — the way I relate to my students, my subject, my
colleagues, my world? How can educational institutions
sustain and deepen the selthood from which good teaching
comes?

The book honors and challenges the teacher's heart,
inviting a

Study groups start this fall
Nevada’s Director of Adult

Higher Education and senior advisor to the Fetzer Institute, is an
educational activist and "master teacher." His own teaching has been
primarily in universities and adult study programs (including Beloit
College, Georgetown University, and Pendle Hill, a Quaker living-
learning community).

Education, Mary Katherine Moen, will
lead study groups based on Palmer’s
work. Watch this space for dates!




Key upcoming conferences for 2007-2008
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Additional events at www.literacynet.org/nevada (click on calendar)

CASAS National Summer Institute, June 26-28, June 26-28, San Diego, CA
www.casas.org, 800/255-1036

AAACE 2007 Conference, October 30-November 2, Norfolk, VA
www.aaace.org

ProLiteracy Worldwide Annual Conference, November 7-10, Alexandria, VA
www.proliteracy.org/conference, conference@proliteracy.org, 315/422-9121 ext. 352

Effective Transitions in Adult Education, NCTN, November 8-9, Providence, RI
Priyanka Sharma, nctn@worlded.org, 617/482-9485

California Reading Association 41st Annual Conference, Nov. 8-10, Sacramento, CA
714/435-1983

LDA (Learning Disabilities Association) 45th Annual International Conference, oo
February 27 — March 1, Chicago, IL
http://www.ldaamerica.org/conference/index.asp

Technology & Persons with Disabilities Conference (sponsored by California State University,
Northridge), March 10-15, Northridge,, CA
http://www.csun.edu/cod/conf/, 818/ 677-2578

17th Annual National Conference on Family Literacy, March 30 — April 1, Louisville, KY
www.famlit.org/Conference/

42nd Annual TESOL Convention and Exhibit, April 2-5, New York, NY
www.tesol.org

CATESOL 2008 Statewide Conference, April 10-13, Sacramento, CA
www.catesol.org

Mountain Plains Adult Ed. Association (MPAEA) 2008 Conference, April 23-26, Salt Lake City, UT
www.mpaea.org

Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) 2008 Conference, April 28-May 1, St. Louis, MO
http://www.coabe.org

International Reading Association 53rd Annual Conference, May 4-8. Atlanta, GA

Contact: www.reading.org/meeting/conv/

Fun facts

Courtesy of WNCC newsletter Vol 2, No 3
& The most common name in the world is Mohammed.
& The three best-known western names in China: Jesus Christ, Richard Nixon, and Elvis Presley.
9 There are 10 human body parts that are only three letters long. Can you name them?
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New Literacy Journal launched

The first issue of the Adult Basic Education and Literacy Journal, co-published by the
Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) and ProLiteracy America, was launched in
March 2007.

The new journal will carry peer-reviewed research articles, concisely written and with
implications for practice. For example, the premier issue had a 5-page piece on the influence
of technology on informal learning.

The journal will also include the following shorter features written especially for
practitioners:

V' Practitioner Perspective offers first-person narratives by people who have solved prob-
lems that instructors or program directors often encounter. The emphasis is on information
that can be used by other practitioners. The March issue had a piece on teaching math in

multi-level classrooms.

V' Web Scan, edited by David Rosen, offers a roundup of the most useful instructional and management resources
found on the Internet. The premier issue included six recommended Web sites, two each for ESL, ABS (adult basic
skills), and GED.

V' Research Digest, edited by Cristine Smith, offers a quick recap of published and ongoing Editor’s note: [
research projects around the country, complete with contact information. read and review many
V' Resource Reviews, edited by Daphne Greenberg, help practitioners and researchers stay resources and
abreast of the latest offerings from educational publishers. publlcatlons.l Rarely do
V' Occasional essays, called Viewpoint, that analyze trends and forces at work in the field. Lfi ?}fl one [ llltke as much
The March issue carried an essay on cooperation between the health and education fields by leevl;nZ’;i d V:Z I

Rimg Rudd.. . . . o written by a staff’
The journal is published three times per year and is open to submissions from the field. To  ,¢0wned and

subscribe or to view author guidelines, visit www.coabe.org or write respected in our field.
bmangicaro@proliteracy.org. —Sharyn Yanoshak
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