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Free workshops for Nevada’s adult educators
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Title, date, place,
and contact
ESL Teacher-Learner
Interactions and Task-
based Listening

10/13/07; Las Vegas
Nita Russell-Latham
Catholic Charities
702/693-6761
jlatham@catholiccharitie
s.com

What IS “Good”
Teaching?

11/17/07; Las Vegas
Nita Russell-Latham
Catholic Charities
702/693-6761
jlatham@catholiccharitie

—

s.com

Throughout this academic year, ABE leadership funds will again provide in-
depth training on a variety of timely subjects in support of the goals of the Nevada State
Plan for Adult Basic Education.

Seven different full-day workshops, geared to the specific needs of programs
funded through the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act, will be offered throughout
the state. Each funded program will choose two workshops for on-site presentation and
will act as host for the event. The trainings qualify for .5 credit toward renewal of
Nevada’s ABE Certificate of Performance and for .5 Inservice Renewal Credit for
Nevada’s Teaching License. In order to receive the credit, workshop participants must
attend the six-hour workshop AND submit evidence showing they have completed a
1.5-hour follow-up activity within 30 days of
workshop completion.

These free trainings are open to ALL
adult educators in Nevada — no matter
where they work — on a space-available
basis. Currently scheduled in Las Vegas:

Workshop presenter, description, and objectives

As more workshops are
scheduled, they will be added to
the “Calendar of Events” at
www.literacynet.org/nevada

Kathleen Santopietro Weddel. Experienced or novice ESL teachers who work with adult learners at any
level of proficiency will appreciate this workshop about the impact of classroom teacher talk. Using audio-
taped sound bites, participants identify communication barriers and problems that can impact learning.
The presenter will review techniques and guidelines from field research on teacher-learner interactions
conducive to adult learning.

Objectives: Identify categories of teacher-learner interaction including warm-up chats, direct instruction,
directions, transitions, feedback, and comprehension checks. For each category of interaction, learn
about and practice instructional strategies that encourage meaningful, level-appropriate, and engaging
teacher talk. Review and take home five application activities to try in your classroom. The activities are
designed to help you listen to the way you communicate with learners and to facilitate meaningful
interactions.

Claudia Bianca-DeBay. How do YOU define “good” teaching? More often than not, our definitions evolve
from our personal beliefs, our values, and our own past experiences of learning, both negative and
positive. Over the past several years this question has been researched in several countries. Five
prominent perspectives of teaching have derived from 250 practitioners in the field. This workshop will
explore these perspectives and invite you to explore your own. You may find yourself empathetic to one
or more of these views and — more importantly — you will be given the opportunity to consciously
choose a teaching perspective that fosters student learning and best teaching practices. This workshop is
applicable for all teachers of ESL, ABS, or GED students.

Objectives: Become aware of HOW you teach, explore other perspectives of teaching, and decide which
perspectives work best for you and your students. Learn easy ways to improve your teaching practice
using proven effective strategies such as content standards, student goal-setting and holistic alternative
assessments. Make concrete plans that will incorporate your newly founded beliefs of what “good”
teaching is.



“Local” expertise available

In addition to the activities funded through leadership funds (see page 3), the following experienced Nevadans have
been trained and qualify as experts in their fields:

What:
Contact:

What:
Contact:

What:
Contact:

What:
Contact:

Area Experts Phone Email
CASAS State Level Carson:Marta Hall 775/887-3237 martah@doc.nv.gov
Certified Trainers Reno: Claudia Bianca-DeBay  775/824-8604 cdebay@tmcc.edu
Learning Carson:  Marta Hall 775/887-3237 martah@doc.nv.gov
Disabllities and Las Vegas:Lyn Pizor 702/434-6858  esl1947@yahoo.com
Bridges to Practice

Reno: Claudia Bianca-DeBay  775/824-8604 cdebay@tmcc.edu
Paula Kizis 775/829-9033 pkizis@tmcc.edu
Linda Schneider-Erger ~ 775/829-9033 Ischneider@tmcc.edu

GED Las Vegas: Dave Sultzbach DRSBach@msn.com

“Ten Behaviors of Managers Who Excel” is a one-day workshop geared to
strengthen the effectiveness of managers and supervisors who work in
colleges, universities, and public schools. Cost is $119; workshops are
scheduled for September 24" in Reno and September 25" in Henderson. More
information at www.hscworkshops.org/, info@hscseminars.org, 602 674-0911.

Key upcoming events

Additional events at www.literacynet.org/nevada (click on calendar)

September 8 International Literacy Day. Celebrate the success and impact of adult education!

November 1 Deadline to answer “Call for Presenters” (at http://www.uaacce.org/) for
MPAEA April 23-26, 2008 Conference in Salt Lake City.

AAACE 2007 Conference, October 30-November 2, Norfolk, VA
www.aaace.org

ProLiteracy Worldwide Annual Conference, November 7-10, Alexandria, VA
www.proliteracy.org/conference, conference@proliteracy.org, 315/422-9121 ext. 352

Kathy St. John, Southwest Regional Representative, recently announced: “The ProLiteracy Worldwide 2007
Conference Scheduler is Available! Navigate to

http://www.proliteracy.org/conference/conf schedule07.asp to sort workshops by date, presenter, and
workshop title. It's a great way to sift through the workshops and create your conference schedule! While
you're online checking the workshops, make sure you register. You don't want to miss out on the workshops
(more than 100 in seven tracks), or on Capitol Hill Day, your opportunity to tell policymakers about the
important issue of adult literacy in your community!”

Effective Transitions in Adult Education, NCTN, November 8-9, Providence, RI
http://www.collegetransition.org/novconference.html, nctn@worlded.org, 617/482-9485

The conference schedule is posted and includes workshops on topics such as promising practices for career
pathways and ESOL/ESL programs, preparing students for college-level reading, writing, and math; and
building student self-efficacy.

California Reading Association 41st Annual Conference, Nov. 8-10, Sacramento, CA
714/435-1983



Services offered through Nevada’s
Adult Basic Education leadership funds

Each year, a portion of the federal funding for ABE/ESL programs is targeted for “leadership activities.” The
support services provided through these funds are geared to the needs of the federally funded programs, however they
are available to all adult educators in Nevada wherever resources permit. Below is a list of key activities planned for
2007-2008.

Key contacts

Kathy Biagi (800) 445-9673 kabiagi@clan.lib.nv.us
or (775) 684-3341

Claudia Bianca-DeBay (775) 824-8604 cdebay@tmcc.edu
Vicki Newell (775) 356-1007 director@nnic.org
Sharyn Yanoshak (702) 253-6280 saylv@cox.net

Ken Zutter (775) 687-9236 kzutter@doe.nv.gov

Staff Development and Training

Professional development workshops for instructors and tutors, on-site at federally funded programs (SY)
Pre-service training for educators new to teaching adults, teacher mentoring project and teacher site visits (SY)
Nevada GED Online (VN)

Management training for funded program directors and administrators (SY)

Specialized training to meet individual needs of educators and administrators (SY)

Personalized technical assistance for using computers to administrative staff, teachers, and tutors (KZ)

Communications
® Publications — Nevada Connections newsletter (SY)
®  ABE Administrator’s Handbook (SY)
® Representative to LINCS, NV listserv moderator, and gateway to NV’s literacy Web site (www.literacynet.org/nevada) (SY)
® Advocacy for adult education in Nevada (VN)

Recognition
® ABE Certificate of Performance for ABE instructors and tutors (KZ)

Resources

¢ Implementation of standards for NV adult education ABE and ESL programs (CBD)
® Program assistance with aligning NV Standards to established instructional resources (CBD)
e  State Literacy Resource Center (SLRC) and Calendar of Events at http://dmla.clan.lib.nv.us/docs/nsla/lpd/literacy/ (KB)

Special Projects

e Legislative single point of contact for Nevada (VN)
e Special funding for special projects, conference attendance, and individualized training (SY)

Support and Technical Assistance

® Data collection and reporting with CASAS and TOPSpro (KZ)
® CASAS/TOPSpro implementation training (CBD)

e Community collaboratives and awareness (VN) Sharyn YanoshakNevada CO”’;ZCK/O”SC 5)?::2;
saylv@cox.net
Phone: 702/253-6280

Fax: 702/651-4538
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New NCAL site tackles tough issues

The National Commission on Adult Literacy unveiled a new Web site
in July. As part of the site launch, the Commission is making available
“Tough Choices for Tough Times,” a 17-minute DVD presentation by Marc
Tucker, president of the National Center for Education and the Economy. It
presents highlights of the report of the New Commission on Skills of the
American Workforce, for which Dr. Tucker was study director, and calls for
dramatic changes in the structure and content of America's K-12 education
system. It also speaks to the need for a higher level of adult education 2006 by Dollar General Corporation
serviee. and the Council for Advancement

To view the report, go to www.nationalcommissiononadultliteracy.org/ Il of Adult Literacy (CAAL).
and click on publications. “Tough Choices” is the first entry on the page

and may be viewed on either Mac or PC.

The National Commission on
Adult Literacy is an independent
panel of leaders from labor,
business, government, education,

literacy, and philanthropy. Its
formation was announced in July

ProlLiteracy offers new online courses

\‘\ ProLiteracy America is offering short, self-paced online courses applicable to

‘ ? adult education. Courses run from 25-90 minutes each and cost $9-$25 per course. Main

‘ topics currently available are engaging students in learning, sustaining student

participation and, training skills.

There are several mini-courses offered within each topic. For example,
“engaging students” includes courses on strategies for building leaning communities,
active teaching and learning, and contextual teaching and learning.

Visit www.proliteracy.org, then click on “professional development” to access the
courses.
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