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Rutgers researcher visits Nevada

Hal Beder, professor emeritus at Rutgers University, recently presented
current research on transitioning from GED to postsecondary education and
training in Las Vegas.

Professor Beder explained why transition to postsecondary education is
the most important issue facing adult literacy today, GED holders’
experiences with postsecondary education, and the barriers that hinder their
success in postsecondary work.

The group discussed various program models for creating transition
connections to postsecondary success and how they might work in Nevada.

For a copy of Dr. Beder’s PowerPoint presentation, email saylv(@cox.net.

Additional information: Stephen Reder’s report “Adult Education and Postsecondary Success,” at
http://www.caalusa.org/rederpolicybrief.pdf , compares GED holders, HSD holders, and those without a high school
credential. Focusing on long-term postsecondary education outcomes, Reder used the Adult Education Component of the
National Household Education Survey (NHES 2005) and the National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL 2003) to
produce a comprehensive picture not seen before. The report identifies important barriers (to postsecondary success)
besides academic skills. The findings indicate a need for expanding and restructuring our adult education system and for
raising the skill levels of students wishing to succeed in PSE well above the passing level of the GED.

Online courses available through ProlLiteracy

ProLiteracy America is offering 19 short, self- » Training Skills: Learning Through Experience: The
paced opline courses organized under three main Experiential Learning Cycle; Exploring Principles of
categories: Adult Learning; Establishing the Learning Climate;
> Engaging Students in Learning: Questioning Skills; Evaluating Your Training; and half a

Contextual Teaching and Learning; Strategies for dozen more

Building Learning Communities; and Active Courses run from 25-90 minutes each and cost $9-$25 per

Teaching and Learning. course. Feedback from two Nevada adult educators who took
> Sustaining Student Participation: several different courses indicate they are relevant and useful.

Adult Student Persistence: An Overview; ProLiteracy also offers more in-depth,

Applying What We Know About Student facilitated courses on several topics. The

Persistence to Your Classroom; Student schedule is posted on ProLiteracy’s Web site,

Retention Through Student Success; Stopping along with registration information for the self-

Out, Not Dropping Out; and Should I Stay or paced courses. Visit www.proliteracy.org, click

Should I Go? on “professional development.”
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Professional development events for ABS, GED, = 6

and ESL educators in January — February |I

— L

The four workshops below qualify for .5 credit toward renewal of Nevada’s ABE
Certificate of Performance and for .5 Inservice Renewal Credit for Nevada’s Teaching License.
In order to receive the credit, workshop participants must attend the six-hour workshop AND
submit evidence showing they have completed a 1.5-hour follow-up activity within 30 days of

workshop completion. These free trainings are open to ALL adult educators in Nevada — no
matter where they work — on a space-available basis. Contact the host to reserve your spot!

~  Writing Part 2 (Advanced)
1/i§/08 Reno. Brad Deeds, TMCC
\ 775/829-9052, bdeeds@tmcc.edu
Las Vegas, Fay Savedra-Gamboa, CSN
\ 702/651-4722, fay.gamboa@csn.edu

Gall Hettich presents Strategies, Techniques, Applications,

énd Lessons for Writing in the ESL, ABS, and GED

Classroorn a follow-on to the introductory workshop she
delivered last fall. You may register for this workshop whether

you'are a new and experienced teacher and if you have
completed Parg 1 (Introduction) or are very familiar with

strateg\ s such as rubrics, vocabulary building, parts of speech
activities, and formulas for writing sentences. . Feel free to

bring a lesson to share with other participants!
Objectives:

1. Practice techniques for teaching students how to map, draft,

revise, and edit their work.

2. Develop easy assessment tools that will assist your students

throughout the writing process.

3. Practice integrating reading and writing into consecutive

lessons.

ESL Teacher-Learner Interactions

and Task-based Listening
Carson City, Teri Zutter, WNC
775/445-4451 or tzutter@wnc.edu

2/2/08

Experienced or novice ESL teachers who work with adult

learners at any level of proficiency will appreciate this

workshop about the impact of classroom teacher talk. Using
audio-taped sound bites, participants identify communication
barriers and problems that can impact learning. Presenter
Kathleen Santopietro Weddel will repeat this popular workshop
in which she reviews techniques and guidelines from field
research on teacher-learner interactions conducive to adult

learning.

Participants can expect to identify various types of teacher-
learner interaction, learn five application activities to try in the

classroom, understand task-based listening, and practice
activities for five types of listening tasks.

Bring your favorite ESL core textbook and its Teacher

Guide with you!

w

Building Community in the

Culturally Diverse Classroom
1/26/08 Las Vegas, Jay Yeo, CALL
702/507-3446, yeoj@lvccld.org

This workshop, presented by veteran trainer
Liliana Black, shows how knowledge and respect for
students’ cultures can engage adult learners in new
ways and increase student retention. Participants will
practice creative strategies to increase cultural
awareness, work together, and create a community of
learners. The session is geared toward ESL teachers at
all levels, however ABS and GED teachers may find it
useful as well.

Objectives include: Discuss differing cultural
values and acceptable classroom behaviors. Practice
community-building strategies that create a
community in the class from day one. Learn ways to
teach students how to organize into groups and work
out issues that may arise.

What IS “Good” Teaching?

2/15/08 Reno, Vicki Newell, NNLC
775/356-1007, director@nnic.org

This question has been researched in several
countries over the past several years, and five
prominent perspectives of teaching have been derived
from 250 practitioners in the field. In this workshop,
led by Claudia Bianca-DeBay, you will explore these
teaching perspectives and consciously choose one that
fosters student learning and best teaching practices.
This workshop is applicable for all teachers of ESL,
ABS, or GED students.

Participants will explore various perspectives of
teaching; learn easy ways to improve practice using
proven effective strategies such as content standards,
student goal-setting and holistic alternative
assessments; and make concrete plans that will
incorporate newly founded beliefs of what “good”
teaching is.




Background info on workshop topics readily available!

Cultural considerations

CAELA (the Center for English Language Acquisition) has published several short digests around the topic of
cultural diversity and assimilation. To access, visit www.cal.org/caela/. Click on “ESL Resources” and then on
“Digests.” The following titles are listed alphabetically under the “Culture, Specific Populations, and Language” section.
» “Cross-Cultural Issues in Adult ESL Classrooms” identifies some of the cultural factors that can influence learner

and teacher behavior during classroom ESL literacy instruction.

» “Myths About Language Diversity and Literacy in the United States” uses both historical evidence and
contemporary data to examine four misconceptions surrounding discussions of language diversity and literacy:

1. The predominance of English and English literacy is threatened.

2. English literacy is the only literacy worth noting.

3. English illiteracy is high because language minorities are not as eager to learn English and assimilate as prior

generations were.

4. The best way to promote English literacy is to immerse children and adults in English-only instruction.

» “Social Identity and the Adult ESL Classroom” explores how theories of social identity and language learning have
developed and discusses ways in which teachers might support students in the process of self re-creation, with the
ultimate goal of making language learning more effective.

Reading Writing
The four-page Brief, “How Should Adult ESL Reading The Journal of Second
Instruction Differ from ABE Reading Instruction?” contains a Language Writing, a
wealth of information for those working with adult English refereed international journal
language learners (ELL). Produced by the Center for English appearing four times a year and online at
Language Acquisition (CAELA), the document discusses issues www.jslw.org/, features theoretically grounded
specific to ELL and offers suggestions for teaching vocabulary; reports of research and discussion of central
alphabetics and word analysis; fluency; and comprehension. To issues in second language and foreign
access, visit www.cal.org/caela/. Click on “ESL Resources” and language writing and writing instruction.
then on “Briefs;” navigate to the title. Areas covered include personal characteristics
“How Should We Teach Comprehension?” is a short piece by and attitudes of L2 writers, composing
Nancy Padak published in the (Ohio Literacy Resource Center’s) processes, features of writers' texts, readers'
OLRC News that discusses a content analysis of CASAS and responses to L2 writing, assessment/
GED practice test questions. Authors Hock and Mellard (2005) evaluation of students’ writing, contexts
concluded “summarizing and making inferences are the (cultural, social, political, and situational) for
most important reading comprehension strategies for writing, and other topics clearly relevant to L2
adult literacy outcomes.” Padak provides links to writing and/or writing instruction.
strategies that may be useful in these areas. Go to The search feature is most helpful and
http://literacy.kent.edu/Oasis/Pubs/olrcnews.htm easy to use. Try typing in “grammar
and navigate to the fall 2006 issue, pages 6-7. correction” or “feedback”!

Register by February 2" for reading study circles at WNC

Master Teacher Claudia Bianca-DeBay will be conducting two study circles at Western Nevada College to explore
current research and develop simple but comprehensive lessons and activities that will improve adult students’ reading
skills. Each study circle will meet for three sessions. By the end of the last session, participants will be armed with tools
to help them immediately convert research to practice in their classrooms.

Some preparatory reading is required, so register by February 2™ with tzutter@wnc.edu or 775/445-4451. Full
participation in all three sessions qualify for .5 credit toward ABE Certificate of Performance.

% Beginning/low intermediate: February 23, March 15, and March 29: 9 a.m. - noon

ﬁ High Intermediate/advanced: February 23, March 15, and March 29: 1 -4
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Key upcoming conferences

Additional events at www.literacynet.org/nevada (click on calendar)

LDA (Learning Disabilities Association) 45th Annual International Conference,
February 27 — March 1, Chicago, IL
http://www.ldaamerica.org/conference/index.asp

Technology & Persons with Disabilities Conference (sponsored by California State University,
Northridge), March 10-15, Northridge,, CA
http://www.csun.edu/cod/conf/, 818/ 677-2578

17th Annual National Conference on Family Literacy, March 30 — April 1, Louisville, KY
www.famlit.org/Conference/

42nd Annual TESOL Convention and Exhibit, April 2-5, New York, NY
www.tesol.org/2008convention

CATESOL 2008 Statewide Conference, April 10-13, Sacramento, CA
www.catesol.org

Mountain Plains Adult Ed. Association (MPAEA) 2008 Conference, April 23-26, Salt Lake City, UT
http://www.uaacce.org/

Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) 2008 Conference, April 28-May 1, St. Louis, MO
http://www.coabe.org
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