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Las Vegas to host USCIS workshop February 22

redesigned naturalization test.

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) will conduct a free
Z_ one-day training conference for adult civics and citizenship teachers and
~ volunteers to improve their skills when teaching civics and to prepare their
immigrant students for the redesigned naturalization
exam. The conference will complement EL/Civics
Online, a web-based electronic training module for
volunteers and adult educators, which includes
courses and materials in the following content areas:
U.S. history, U.S. government, civics engagement,
and the naturalization process.
The training will include sessions on how to effectively teach important concepts of
U.S. history and government and will impart pertinent information related to the

Note : There will be
no on-site
registration the day
of the event as
space at the
conference is
limited.
Registrations will be
accepted up to 10

The full-day conference will be held in Las Vegas on Friday, February 22. To

register, complete the online registration form at http://www.uscis.gov/teachertraining.

business days prior

For questions regarding this event, e-mail office.of citizenship@dhs.gov.

to the conference.

Civics training online, anytime

EL/Civics Online (www.elcivicsonline.org) is a
unique professional development opportunity for ESL
instructors and volunteers who wish to incorporate EL/Civics
content into their adult ESL classrooms. Courses include U.S.
History, U.S. Government, Civics Engagement, and the
Naturalization Process; they incorporate tutorials on lesson
planning and adapting materials. These courses are targeted
toward experienced ESL teachers who believe that learning
about the history and culture of the United States is equally as
important as mastering the English language.

The history course, created with funding from OVAE and
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services’ Office of
Citizenship, explains how historical turning points affected our
country’s development and shows ways to relate historical
content to what students already know. It is available now; the
other courses are expected in the spring and summer.

Don’t gloss over this!

The Office of Adult Education keeps a
small (seven-page) glossary posted on the
Web. Its purpose is to define some common
terms used for ABE/ESL programs in
Nevada, with specific notes on Nevada’s
policies highlighted in green. The glossary
is at www.literacynet.org/nevada. Click on
“Teacher/Tutor” along the left, then on
“ABE/ESL Glossary of Terms.”

More extensive adult education
glossaries can be found at
www.literacynet.org/lincs/glossary.html
and at www.otan.us (click on “Research
and Reference”).
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LD training and resources

Live in Las Vegas

Lindamood-Bell is offering a selection of their LD workshops in Las Vegas May 15-17. Visit
http://www.lindamoodbell.com, click on “Professional Development,” then on “Workshop Schedule.” (Editor’s note:
Several teachers and LD specialists have extolled the high quality and efficacy of Lindamood-Bell's work with learning
difficulties. I've been tracking the training schedule and as far as I can see, they are only given locally once/year.)

In depth

The November 2007 issue of Focus on Basics is devoted to learning
disabilities. There are in-depth pieces on neurology and dyslexia, legal
issues related to serving students with learning disabilities, best
practices, technology, and transitions to college.

An especially intriguing article by veteran ESOL/LD Teacher Robin
Schwarz, "Addressing Potential Impediments to Learning with ESOL
Students” (page 20) suggests that before assuming that an adult ESOL
learner has a learning disability, educators should consider phonological
processing skills, cultural differences, and other factors.

Access the online publication at www.ncsall.net (click on "Focus on
Basics" in the right column).

NIFL (the National Institute for
Literacy) hosts a discussion list geared
to Focus on Basics, another geared to
learning disabilities, and several others
for adult educators as well. Visit
http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/
to sign up.

Key upcoming conferences

Additional events at www.literacynet.org/nevada (click on calendar)

What: LDA (Learning Disabilities Association) 45th Annual International Conference
February 27 — March 1, Chicago, IL
Contact: http://www.ldaamerica.org/conference/index.asp

What: Proliteracy NW Regional Institute, February 28-29, Portland, OR
Contact: prodev@proliteracy.org, 315/422-9121, ext 283

What:  Technology & Persons with Disabilities Conference (sponsored by California State University,
Northridge), March 10-15, Northridge, CA
Contact: http://www.csun.edu/cod/conf/, 818/677-2578

What:  17th Annual National Conference on Family Literacy, March 30 — April 1, Louisville, KY
Contact: www.famlit.org/Conference/

What: 42nd Annual TESOL Convention and Exhibit, April 2-5, New York, NY
Contact: www.tesol.org/2008convention

What: CATESOL 2008 Statewide Conference, April 10-13, Sacramento, CA
Contact: www.catesol.org

What: Mountain Plains Adult Ed. Association (MPAEA) 2008 Conference, April 23-26, Salt Lake City, UT
Contact: http://www.uaacce.org/

What: Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) 2008 Conference, April 28—May 1, St. Louis, MO
Contact: http://www.coabe.org

What: International Reading Association 53rd Annual Conference, May 4-8, Atlanta, GA
Contact: www.reading.org/meeting/conv/




Free workshops in Reno, Elko

Contact the host listed below to reserve your spot!

What IS “Good” Teaching?

2/15/08 Reno, Vicki Newell, NNLC

775/356-1007, director@nnic.org
Objectives: Become aware of HOW you teach, explore other
perspectives of teaching, and decide which perspectives work best for
you and your students. Learn easy ways to improve your teaching
practice using proven effective strategies such as content standards,
student goal-setting and holistic alternative assessments. Make
concrete plans that will incorporate your newly founded beliefs of
what “good” teaching is.

ESL Teacher-Learner Interactions and
Task-based Listening

3/7/08 Elko, Meachell LaSalle, GBC
775/753-2109 or meachelllogwmail.gbcnv.edu
Objectives: Identify categories of teacher-learner interaction including
warm-up chats, direct instruction, directions, transitions, feedback, and
comprehension checks. For each category of interaction, learn about
and practice instructional strategies that encourage meaningful, level-
appropriate, and engaging teacher talk. Review and take home five
application activities to try in your classroom. Define Task-Based
Listening and understand the impact of listening in the ESL classroom.
Identify five types of listening tasks, take home classroom activities
for each task, and discuss how to integrate them with your existing
curriculum. Understand how the CASAS Basic Skills Listening
Content Standards are practiced and assessed with Task-Based
Listening activities.

Bring your favorite ESL core textbook

and its Teacher Guide with you!

Cost-benefit study
shows mentoring pays
off 1.66 to 1

In what is believed to be the first cost-
benefit study of mentoring programs for
beginning teachers, the New Teacher Center
(NTC, at the University of CA Santa Cruz)
found that every $1.00 spent on “high-quality
teacher induction programs” provides a
return on investment of $1.66 after five
years. This return on investment is primarily
a result of enhanced student learning and
reduced teacher turnover costs. Key elements
of these induction programs include: a
program that supports new teachers for at
least two years, rigorous mentor selection
and training, and dedicated time for mentors
and new teachers to interact.

NTC researchers collected actual cost
data for one medium-sized California school
district and calculated the measured benefits,
assigning them a monetary value where
possible, and computed the net present value
over five years. They looked at net benefits
and costs from multiple perspectives: the
state, the district, the school, the teacher, and
the student. The total of all these represents
the net benefit or cost to society.

For more information visit
www.newteachercenter.org

Latinos’ online usage surveyed

The Pew Internet & American Life Project explores the impact of the Internet on families, communities, work and
home, daily life, education, health care, and civic and political life. A recent report has implications for 1/,

educators seeking to understand their students’ patterns of Internet use as they work to build technology

into their programs.

The report is based on telephone surveys conducted June through October, 2006, in a sample
pool of 6,016 Hispanic/Latino adults across the United States, ages 18 and over. Of those
interviewed, 56% reported using the Internet compared to 71% percent of non-Hispanic

whites and 60% of non-Hispanic blacks.

Limited-English ability and level of education contribute to these lower results. Adults
who have not completed high school have uniformly lower rates of Internet use (32% for whites,

31% for Hispanics, and 25% for African Americans).

-}

The summary finds that Hispanics/Latinos are less likely to have Internet connections at home (29% compared to
43% of White adults). However, many Latinos are connecting to technology using cell phones for calls (59%) and text

messaging (49%).

For more information about Latinos Online: Hispanics With Lower Levels of Education and English Proficiency

Remain Largely Disconnected From the Internet, visit www.pewinternet.org/ and enter the search phrase “Latinos

online” in the search box.
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CATION A SSOCTIATION The Mountain Plains Adult Education

. Association holds its annual conference in Salt Lake
CON FERENCE City, UT on April 23-26. Early, full registration is
$349 and includes many meals and a complimentary

S——— : MPAEA membership. Single day registration is $129;

- I - y Wednesday’s pre-conference sessions are $75.

APRIL Bm Rooms at the Radisson Downtown are $84 per night
Keynote speakers include Dr. Troy R. Justesen,

Assistant Secretary for the federal Office of
Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE), and Robyn

EN DLESS POSSI BILITIES A. Rennick, president of the National Association for
Adults with Special Learning Needs (NAASLN).

Sample breakout session topics include:

Adult Basic Education » Adult High School Completion

Adult Literacy Instruction » Adult ESL & Civics Education

Adults Students with Disabilities » Continuing Education/Lifelong Learning
Corrections Education » GED Preparation

Community Education/21st Century Community Learning Centers
Leadership in Adult, Community, Corrections, & Continuing Education
Technology in Adult, Community, Corrections, & Continuing Education
The conference Web site, www.uaacce.org, contains links to registration, a conference at-a-glance schedule, bios of
the keynoters, travel and tourism details, and other important information.
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