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Transitioning Latino students to postsecondary education

Examination of Latina/o Transfer Students in
California’s Postsecondary Institutions, published by
the UCLA Chicano Studies Research Center, examines

the rate of transfers of Latino students from community

colleges to four-year institutions in California.

The study found that 40% of the Latino students
enrolled in community colleges in the 2002-03 year
indicated they wanted to transfer into a four-year
program, but only 9% actually did so.

The authors recommend institutional changes to
aid transition for these students from two-year to four-
year programs. Specifically, they recommend
implementing the approved California Intersegmental
General Education Transfer Curriculum (see
wwwevc.edu/transfer/igetc.htm) in all community
colleges. This curriculum ensures that community
college students meet the requirements for the first two
years of a four-year school.

The authors also suggest using resources to
develop a “transfer culture” and support connections

between schools. Summer bridge and research
programs for community college students should be
expanded in the four-year programs.

Finally, the authors propose that more research be
focused on Latino community college students as they
make these decisions in order to support continued
education.

A recent CAELA Currents newsletter summarized
this brief, saying it is “important reading for any
practitioner interested in helping learners make
transitions from community college to other
educational programs.”

Download the four-page document from
www.chicano.ucla.edu/press/briefs/, click on “current
issue.”

To subscribe to CAELA Currents, send a
message to caela@cal.org. In the subject line
write “Subscribe CAELA Currents.”

Toolkit for immigrant-serving organizations now available

Eligible organizations may order one free copy (a $50 value) of the Civics and Citizenship Toolkit. The
resource contains a variety of useful materials, including immigration and civics publications, handbooks,
guidance on product usage, and multimedia tools. Examples of eligible organizations include:

e Community-based organizations (CBOs) or non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that work with

immigrants

e K-12 schools, adult education centers, community colleges, universities, and other educational

institutions

Ethnic or home country organizations
Libraries: K-12, public, academic, etc.
Faith-based organizations

Volunteer groups

Civic and/or service clubs

Other organizations that provide educational resources to immigrants
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MOUNTAIN PLAINS ADULT Space still available!

ERUCATION ASSOCIATION The Mountain Plains Adult Education Association holds its
; CON_F ERENCE annual conference in Salt Lake City, UT April 23-26. Full registration
' includes many meals and a complimentary MPAEA membership.
Keynote speakers include Dr. Troy R. Justesen, Assistant
Secretary for the federal Office of Vocational and Adult Education

— el a—r
~SALT S ' (OVAE), and Robyn A. Rennick, president of the National
Association for Adults with Special Learning Needs (NAASLN).
Check out the full conference schedule posted at www.uaacce.org

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES and you’ll see why this conference is one you won’t want to miss!

Other key upcoming conferences

Additional events at www.literacynet.org/nevada (click on calendar)

What: 42nd Annual TESOL Convention and Exhibit, April 2-5, New York, NY
Contact: www.tesol.org/2008convention

What: CATESOL 2008 Statewide Conference, April 10-13, Sacramento, CA
Contact: www.catesol.org

What: Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) 2008 Conference, April 28—May 1, St. Louis, MO
Contact: http://www.coabe.org

What: International Reading Association 53rd Annual Conference, May 4-8, Atlanta, GA
Contact: www.reading.org/meeting/conv/

What: Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) 2008 Conference, April 28 - May 1, St. Louis, MO
Contact: http://www.coabe.org

What: International Reading Association 53rd Annual Conference, May 4-8, Atlanta, GA
Contact: www.reading.org/meeting/conv/

What:  CASAS National Summer Institute, June 17-19, San Diego, CA
Contact: www.casas.org, 800/255-1036

What:  Adults Learning Mathematics Conference, June 30-July 3, Philadelphia, PA
Contact: www.alm-online.net, ksafford@spc.edu

Adults Learning Mathematics (ALM) is an international research forum that brings together researchers and practitioners
in adult mathematics/numeracy teaching and learning in order to promote the learning of mathematics by adults. The
2008 conference, A Declaration of Numeracy: Empowering Adults through Mathematics Education, is the first time the
ALM has met in the United States since 2000, offering American educators an excellent opportunity to meet colleagues
from around the world who share their interest in adult mathematics education. More Information is posted at
www.alm-online.net.

What: ProLiteracy Worldwide Annual Conference, October 1-4, Little Rock, AR
Contact: www.proliteracy.org/conference, conference@proliteracy.org, 315/422-9121 ext. 352

What:  National GED Administrators’ Conference, July 14-17, Reno, NV
Contact: www.acenet.edu, mkmoen@doe.nv.gov, 775-687-7289

What: AAACE Conference, November 9-14, Denver, CO
Contact: www.aaace.org/




Register by April 11 for reading study circle in Las Vegas

Study circles have proven to be an effective way for small
groups of educators to examine, discuss, and use research to
improve practice. Participants in the three-session reading study
circles at Great Basin and Western Nevada Colleges were
enthusiastic about this method of professional development.

Master Teacher Claudia Bianca-DeBay will conduct the final
study circle of this academic year at the CALL program, Clark
County Library, on May 3", 17", and 31% from 12:30 to 3:30. ABE
and ESL teachers of students at all levels will explore current
research and develop simple but comprehensive lessons and
activities that will improve adult students’ reading skills.

Objectives include:

[0 Examine current research on promising practices for

teaching reading to the adult learner.

[ Critique several popular teaching materials to determine

their effectiveness in the teaching of reading.

[ Develop simple activities and materials that will improve

your students’ reading skills.

The event is free,
but enrollment is limited
and some preparatory
reading is required.

Register by April 11 with
yeoj@lvccld.org or 702/507-
3446.

Full participation in all
three sessions qualifies for .5
credit toward the ABE
Certificate of
Performance.

Easy reading online for adult new readers

The fall 2007 issue of Adult Basic Education and Literacy Journal listed five sites containing “high-interest text
written simply and directly for adults with low literacy skills.” Claudia Bianca-DeBay, Nevada’s CASAS manager &
trainer/resource specialist found the first two sites particularly useful for intermediate-level ABE/ESL students. The third
site would be good for beginning and intermediate, the fourth for advanced, and the last site for intermediate and
advanced, she said.

1. The Learning Edge, http://www.thewclc.ca/edge, is an interactive, online newspaper for adult learners. It is
produced by the Wellington County Learning Center in Arthur, Ontario. Its interesting, topical stories are plainly
written for a range of learners. Each story is read aloud slowly and is accompanied by learning activities such as
games, puzzles, interactive quizzes, and writing contests. The Learning Edge also has student writings.

2. California Distance Learning Project (CDLP), http://www.cdlponline.org/ is one of the first Web sites to post
articles of interest to adult basic education students. The site is updated regularly with articles on many topics and
follow-up questions at several different levels of difficulty.

3. At Fannie Lou Hamer: Freedom Fighter, http://www.writersforliteracy.org/fannielouhamer2.mov, new adult
reader Stephen Gray reads a review he wrote of a book about voting rights advocate Fannie Lou Hamer. It is a very
short and interesting read, and it is a great example of what other adult new readers might be able to create.

4. Simple English Wikipedia, http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page, is written by volunteers. Writers use
simple English words and simple writing structures. There are over 6,000 pages in this resource.

5. Firstfind.info, http://firstfind.info, was created by librarians to help low-literate patrons find information on a
variety of carefully chosen Web sites. Topics include health, jobs and job training, housing, education, immigration,
and many other high-interest areas. There is also a good, simple introduction for low-literate adults and others about
how to use this portal.

New online courses
available through WorldEd

Registration is open for “Research-based Strategies and Models for Adult Transitions to
Postsecondary Education,” an online, facilitated course beginning April 11. Visit
http://professionalstudiesae.worlded.org and click on “college transitions™ for details. You’ll find
many other offerings, self-paced and facilitated, on other topics as well!
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And the students say ...

Editor’s note:One of the follow-up activity options for Gail Hettich’s recent writing
workshops was to have students write about how studying in the ABE/ESL program has
helped them in their lives. Here are some samples of what they had to say.

3 The Washoe Adult Center class has helped me in my reading/writing skills by giving
me that extra help I need. ... And also by giving me tests to check how good I get, and
then after all that, give me extra work so that I can just work on my weaknesses, etc.
... L also like the environment of the class and how everything is set up by the \
teachers I have and by the administration. —C CA/; UOQI ©

& This program (Washoe High Adult) has helped me a lot because now I’'m reading ‘CQ,
constantly. It helps me at work and at home. I understand more things when I read. It
also helps me stay focused in this room without having to leave for some dumb reason. —J

& For a long time I have been looking for classes that will help me pass my test. I know there are many places and
other schools that could give me that help, as I’'m desperate to finely make my commitment. ...I have to say, |
thought I had to just forget my dream. Then I find out about Sahara West and realized I could find what I’ve been
looking for in my education. ... For now I’m finishing her (Mrs. Martin’s) class because there are a lot of things to
learn from her. She has helped me so much. She has made my writing better. She has taught me easy ways for doing
math, and [ know with her I will pass the GED test. This will give me a better job and make me a better person for
my family and society. ... Mrs. Martin is the BEST—J

9 When I walked into Mrs. Martin’s class I didn’t know how to do my multiplication which means I didn’t know how
to divide or do geometry, algebra or pre-algebra. She makes me feel like I can do anything, if I put my mind to it.
Now there’s only three days left till the last day of school and I almost know all my multiplication. I even know a
little bit of geometry and algebra. I’m so happy and proud of myself, because I never thought that I would learn my
math and now I almost know all of it. —D
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