
 

 

Veteran ESL teacher and trainer Liliana Black travels from 
Texas to present “Building Community in the Culturally Diverse 
Classroom” on June 14 from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the Clark 
County Library. This workshop shows how knowledge and respect 
for students’ cultures can engage adult learners in new ways and 
increase student retention.  

Participants will practice creative strategies to increase cultural 
awareness and create a community of learners. The session is 
geared toward ESL teachers at all levels, however ABS and GED 
teachers may find it useful as well. 
Objectives: 
• Discuss differing cultural values and acceptable classroom 

behaviors. 
• Practice community-building strategies that create a community 

in the class from day one. 
• Learn ways to teach students how to organize into groups and 

work out issues that may arise. 
With full participation and completion of the follow-up activity, 

participants may earn .5 credit toward renewal of Nevada’s ABE 
Certificate of Performance and/or .5 Inservice Renewal Credit for 
Nevada’s Teaching License. Space is limited. To register email 
yeoj@lvccld.org or call 702/507-3446. 
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Bilingual can be healthy! 
Neurologists suggest that speaking two 

languages may delay the onset of dementia and 
Alzheimer's disease for years and will keep your 
brain awake and active.  

Ronna Timpa, president of Workplace ESL 
Solutions (www.workplaceesl.com), citing  
http://neurophilosophy.wordpress.com, recently 
wrote, “Speaking a second language can help 
you on so many levels! At work, it can help you 
with your day-to-day operations, making you 
better able to communicate with co-workers and 
customers. It opens a whole new cultural world 
of music, art, and folklore and keeps your brain 
active and young!” 

Cultural “background” 
• In “Addressing Psychological 

Issues of Immigrants and 
Refugees in ESOL Programs,” 
Holly Gaye Jones discusses how 
leaving one’s country impacts on 
learning for immigrants and 
refugees. Access the three-page 
piece from the fall 2007 issue of 
MA’s Field Notes at 
www.sabes.org. Click on 
“resources,” then on 
“publications.” 

• The Migration Information 
Source, a project of the Migration 
Policy Institute, provides 
authoritative data and global 
analysis of international migration 
and refugee trends. Assisted by a 
team of international 
correspondents, the Source 
chronicles global migration 
movements, provides perspectives 
on current migration debates, and 
offers tools and data from 
numerous global organizations 
and governments to help 
understand migration. Visit  

 www.migrationinformation.org. 



 

 

 The new Nevada Adult Educators 
organization is up and running and open for business! 
The Advisory Board is headed by Bob Henry; Brad 
Deeds is serving as Secretary and Linda Bogle as 
Treasurer. Other Board members include Kathy 
Biagi, Kathleen Jameson, Sam King, Cynthia 
Pierrott, Mary Ramirez, Sharyn Yanoshak, Ken 
Zutter, and Teri Zutter.  
 Visit the Web site (www.nvadulted.org) for 
more information and to join! Membership is free to 
Nevadans for the upcoming academic year (through 
June 30, 2009). Membership Chair is Cynthia 

Pierrott, cynthia.pierrott@csn.edu, 702/651-4296. 
NAE has agreed to host the 2009 MPAEA Conference in Las Vegas March 1-4, 2009. Conference Chair Teri Zutter 

(tzutter@wnc.edu, 775/445-4451) welcomes your help! Tell her your availability and areas of proficiency. 

Share your expertise! The Call for Presenters is posted on the Web site and is due 
September 15. Program Chair is Kathy Biagi, kabiagi@clan.lib.nv.us, 775/684-3341. 

 More than 40 Nevadans attended the MPAEA 
Conference in April in Salt Lake City, cheering as Linda 
Bogle (far left) received the Award of Excellence for Nevada 
from incoming MPAEA President Kelsee Miller, as Brad 
Deeds, MPAEA board member, beams! 

The NAE — MPAEA 
Connection 

NAE, along with Arizona, 
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, New 
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming, is an 
affiliate of the Mountain Plains Adult 
Education Association.  

MPAEA offers an annual 
conference, publications, scholarships, 
and other resources to support and 
promote lifelong learning. Visit 
www.mpaea.org for more information. 

New NAE organization offers 
free charter membership 

And the students say … 
 Before I came to ESL class I couldn’t help my daughter with her homework. My communication with 
my daughter’s teacher is better. When I have my doctor’s appointment I understand much better what the doctor 
wants to say. Before I came to school I couldn’t communicate with my friends. When somebody speaks English 
everything is better at work, money has increased, I have much more communication with my supervisor. I like 

my English class because each day I learn something that I did not know. I will like to learn more English because I 
think if that happens I will feel more comfortable. When I am watching TV channels I understand a little more. When I 
had my daughter’s conference I understood what my daughter’s teacher wanted to say. When I learn something new I 
feel very happy. Thank you for teaching me English. —Student of Joan Howard, TMCC 

 By taking her class I have found a sense of pride in myself.  Now I do my best in everything I set out to 
do.  Mrs. Martin’s class has shown me a sense of fun, courage, and commitment.  These are a few ways this 
class has changed my life. —Student of Noreen Tabb-Martin, CSN 



 

 

  The latest on GED 2012 
The General Educational Development Testing Service (GEDTS) has announced that the fifth GED 

test series will be ready by Jan.1, 2012, and not by January 2011 as planned. The official announcement 
and a comprehensive list of frequently asked questions for GED administrators, policymakers, 
researchers, prospective test-takers, and teachers is posted at www.GEDtest.org/2012.  

“This main page and its secondary pages will serve as a reliable source of information as we approach the January 1, 
2012 release of the new test series,” said GEDTS’ Christopher Turner. On these pages are: 
• The announcement of the new test series release — download a PDF of the official announcement for print or 

electronic distribution from this page. 
• An information page for prospective and/or current test-takers. This page outlines basic questions about the new test 

series; a one-pager of these questions can be easily downloaded. 
• An extensive page of Frequently Asked Questions for prospective and current test-takers. 
• An information page for administrators, examiners, adult education teachers, researchers, policymakers, etc. 
• A page of Frequently Asked Questions for administrators, examiners, and adult education teachers and a page for 

policymakers and researchers. 
“In the future you will see these pages change to incorporate materials that are developed for the accompanying 2012 

transition public campaign,” added Turner.  
“We will be working with graphic designers to develop a design, tagline, and messages for collateral material and 

templates to be used by GEDTS and jurisdictions leading up to the release date in 2012. We also envision refreshing the 
list of FAQs as more information becomes available on release specifics.” 

ED Pubs site revamps 
The U.S. Department of Education's ED Pubs (Education 

Publications) Web site has been extensively redesigned. In addition to 
a sleeker look and improved shopping process, new features at  
http://edpubs.ed.gov include: 

News: Highlights one or two "newsworthy" items, such as 
information about new releases, announcements by Secretary 
Spellings, etc. The items will have relevancy to publications accessible 
from the site. 

Featured Items: Highlights several publications orderable directly 
from the home page. Featured items will be updated every one-two 
weeks. 

Hot Topics: Lists items in response to current events, key ED 
initiatives, and other timely information.  

Find Publications By: Links to audience, education level, 
language, publication type, and subject allow you to quickly find 
publications related to the groupings. 

Students/Parents/Teachers/Administrators: Menu items near the 
top of the page allow you to quickly find relevant publications. In 
order to make the search results more manageable, you can further 
refine your group by education level (e.g., middle, high, college/
university, etc.) and subject (e.g., English, math, science, and social 
studies). 

Español: Links to publications that are written in Spanish and a 
Spanish version of the FAQs. 

Breadcrumbs: Aids in navigating the site. 
Customer service representatives are available Monday through 

Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST at 877-4ED-PUBS (433-
7827). You may also email edpubs@edpubs.ed.gov. Ed Pubs promises 
a response within one business day. 

Students who do well in algebra are more 
likely to succeed in college and be ready for 
career opportunities in the 21st century’s 
global economy, according to a final report 
from the President’s National Mathematics 
Advisory Panel. The ground-breaking report 
offers information for parents, teachers, 
policymakers, and the research community.  

The panel emphasizes teaching number 
and math concepts early, helping students 
believe they can improve their math skills, 
and ensuring they fully comprehend algebra 
concepts by the time they graduate from high 
school. The Secretary plans a national summit 
based on the recommendations of the panel. 

The department has created a fact sheet 
summarizing findings from the Mathematics 
Panel that will help teachers, including those 
in adult education, understand how to put the 
report to work in their classrooms.  The fact 
sheet describes how teachers’ content 
knowledge can influence students’ success in 
math and what classroom practices are helpful 
in promoting student learning in math. Visit 
www.ed.gov for this and other related 
documents. 

Math Panel Report 



 

 

Nevada educators continue to prove performance 
Congratulations to the sixteen adult educators who earned Nevada’s outcome-based ABE Certificate of Performance 

during the past year: 
 CALL: Anna R. Caputo, Shane W. Dick, David M. Herrell, David Oleson, Celine Santeler, and Allison Socha 
 Catholic Charities: Lorri Zinkie-Solis 
 CSN: Janis K. Collins, Gretchen L. Marshall, David A. Paulson, Maria Cecilia M. Peralta, and Linda L. Saxon 
 GBC: Sally Schumacher 
 JOIN:  John Musumeci 
 NNLC: Nancy Rodriguez 
 WNC: Judith A. Kelly 

Additional kudos to the five CSN instructors who renewed their Certificates, continuing to show exemplary student 
outcomes and participation in meaningful professional development during the preceding three years:  

 Kathleen Miller, John Ohrenschall, Kathleen Porter-Love, Noreen Tabb-Martin, and Pamala Woicicki. 
Many ways to renew 

Adult educators now have many ways to earn the two professional development credits required for renewing the 
ABE Certificate of Performance. They include: 

• Live trainings offered through Nevada State Leadership, continuing education and college/university 
coursework. 

• Facilitated online/Web-based courses. 
• Development and presentation of a high quality, meaningful workshop to a local program. 
• Independent study (investigate instructional issues of a particular concern, collect information, and report on 

their processes and results). 
For more information on the nation’s only outcome-based recognition program, contact Ken Zutter, 775/687-7291, 

kzutter@doe.nv.gov or visit http://www.literacynet.org/nvabecp/. 
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