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Summer blockbusters — adultedflix!

Ever wonder how other teachers and tutors handle specific topics or skills? Would
you like to visit their classrooms without leaving your computer?

The Media Library of Teaching Skills (www.mlots.org) is a free online digital
library of short videos of adult education teachers and their classes, intended for use in
professional development. Each video is an example of a content standard (from various
states), research-based practice, preferred approach, or specific teaching method or skill.
The project began in March, 2007 and grows as new videos are added to the online

library.

There are videos on vocabulary development and numeracy created by the MLOTS
project and more than 50 others from highly respected adult educators and organizations. For example:
v Captured Wisdom™ produced The Restaurant Problem, where students in central Illinois act as consultants

hired to save a failing restaurant. Learners use technology to deal with irate customers, schedule work hours,
and design new menus. In Creating Family Histories, ESL learners develop English and technology skills

simultaneously by using a variety of technologies to present family histories online.

v' Excuse Me, How Much Are the Peppers is geared toward teachers with little background in teaching ESL.
The presentation intersperses classroom teaching with a discussion of instructional principles. The instructor
teaches the English names of vegetables to a group of Bosnian elderly students, then takes them on a field
trip to compare vegetable prices at a farm with prices in a Chicago supermarket.

v" Videos from the PDK (Professional Development Kit) project showcase the work of Dr Richard Cooper as
he works one-on-one with a student who has reading and learning difficulties.

You’ll never need to return these movies ... but you might want to return to them often!

35‘%‘3 Celebrate literacy
‘(* " with the world on
=/ september 8™

International Literacy Day has been celebrated
every September since 1965, when it was first
established by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
Many organizations and governments throughout the
world take advantage of the day to examine the status
of adult and child literacy, note progress, and identify
work still to be done.

NIFL’s Literacy Day Web page, at
www.nifl.gov/nifl/literacy_day/ild_current.html
contains links to background and history, ideas for
local events, and general information about literacy in
the U.S. and throughout the world.
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The May 2008 issue
of Focus on Basics focuses
on numeracy. Articles include using part-whole
thinking in math, designing instruction that ad-
dresses all of the components of numeracy, tech-
niques for introducing new types of activities into
the math classroom, the cultural aspects of mathe-
matics, teaching algebraic thinking in lower level
mathematics classes, and the TIAN (Teachers In-
vestigating Adult Numeracy) model for ABE math
teachers.

To view or download, go to
http://www.worlded.org, click on “publications,”
then on “basic education and literacy” and navigate
to Focus on Basics.




USCIS wants to help YOU!

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) continues to expand its Web site
(http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis) with more resources for educators working with new
immigrants and those seeking citizenship.

The Community Relations program has 25 officers who develop partnerships with
their communities nationwide. The program develops and maintains collaborative
relationships with immigrant-serving organizations such as community-based organizations,
English as a Second Language and civics instructors, advocacy groups, and other stakeholders
who interact with immigrants.

To find the community relations officer serving your area, click on “about
USCIS,” then on “community relations,” then on “locate a USCIS field office” and
provide your zip code.

The Education and Resources section (accessed via button near the top of the
page) provides links to civics and citizenship study materials, including downloadable
flash cards and sample history and government questions.

Under the section on Resources for New Immigrants (click the button along the left) is are links to "Welcome to the
United States: A Guide for New Immigrants" in various languages. This document includes general information on adult
education and learning English, as well as information on K-12 education and higher education. This section of the Web
site also provides links to service providers such as ProLiteracy and to America's Literacy Directory, where individuals

can locate literacy programs.

“Resources for Adult Educators” links to U.S. Civics and Citizenship Online: Resource Center for Instructors. This
Web-based application provides teachers and volunteers a source for locating resources to incorporate civics into ESL

instruction and prepare adults for naturalization.

EL Civics online courses:
two done, two to go

EL/Civics Online (www.elcivicsonline.org) is a
unique professional development opportunity
targeted toward experienced ESL instructors and
volunteers who wish to incorporate EL/Civics
content into their adult ESL classrooms. Courses
incorporate tutorials on lesson planning and
adapting materials.

The history course explains how historical
turning points affected our country’s development
and shows ways to relate historical content to what
students already know. The U.S. government course
shows the workings of our government, explains the
major documents that form its basis, and makes
connections between the government and students’
daily lives.

Courses on civics engagement and the
naturalization process are expected later in the
summer.

Child-rearing handbook geared
to immigrant agencies

Raising Children in a New Country: An Illustrated
Handbook is designed for refugee- and immigrant-serving
agencies helping newcomer parents adjust to the laws, norms
and practices for raising children in the United States. Using
basic English texts and communicative illustrations, the Hand-
book provide guidance on teaching American norms and re-
quirements for parental involvement in children's’ schools,
meals and nutrition, street and car safety, disciplinary tech-
niques, and other activities.

The Handbook was created by Bridging Refugee Youth and
Children’s Services (BRYCS), a joint project of Lutheran Im-
migration and Refugee Service (LIRS) and the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). BRYCS is supported by the De-
partment of Health and Human Services.

The Handbook may be downloaded at no charge from
www.brycs.org/. To order print or CD copies, email
info@brycs.org or call 888/572-6500.
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NIFL listservs open to all

The National Institute for Literacy’s online discussion lists give thousands of literacy stakeholders opportunities to
discuss the literacy field's critical issues; share resources, experiences, and ideas; ask questions of subject experts; and
keep up-to-date on literacy issues.

Each NIFL discussion list is moderated by a representative from a national organization with expertise in the topic
area. To subscribe to one list or a few, go to www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/subscribe_all.html. Messages from all
discussion lists are archived for future reference at www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/list_archives.html.

List name Facilitated by

Adult Literacy Professional Developers Association of Adult Literacy Professional Developers

Assessment Center for Literacy Studies, University of Tennessee
Institute for the Study of Adult Literacy, Pennsylvania State University in

Adult English Language Learners partnership with The Center for Adult English Language Acquisition
(CAELA)

Family Literacy National Center for Family Literacy (NCFL)

Health & Literacy World Education, Inc.

Learning Disabilities Center for Literacy Studies, University of Tennessee

Diversity & Literacy Center for the Study of Adult Literacy at Georgia State University

Special Topics Newsome Associates

Literacy Assistance Center and the LINCS Workforce Competitiveness
Technology & Literacy Resource Collection, Institute for the Study of Adult Literacy, Pennsyl-
vania State University

The LINCS Workforce Competitiveness Resource Collection, Institute
for the Study of Adult Literacy, Pennsylvania State University

Discussion list tips

Do you sometimes feel bombarded by e-mail messages? Overwhelmed with information, some of which is
important, some irrelevant? Here are pertinent suggestions for maximizing your experience as a list member, so that you
get the most out of the content while minimizing the time and effort it takes to follow the discussion list. Written by
veteran list moderator Marie Cora, these tips are targeted to NIFL list members, but many are applicable to any Listserv.

Workplace Literacy

Posting to the List: Include an e-mail address in your signature line in at least your first message so that
subscribers can respond to your inquiry off-list if they choose. Be sure the subject line heading matches the content of
your message. Many subscribers follow discussion threads via the subject line, and often the message content shifts as
people converse, but the subject line remains the same from the first posted message, making it more difficult to follow
discussion threads. Also, consider whether your reply is best suited to send to only one person or the whole group.

Managing Your Subscription: Digest format allows subscribers to receive discussion list messages
"bundled" into one or two e-mails per day. The subject line will not be topic-specific, so any replies to digest format
often mean the subject line will need adjusting before replying.

Other features:

You do not have to be subscribed to a NIFL list to use the archives, so if you are interested in certain topics but don’t
want to be a list member, this option might be for you! Archives are searchable by thread, subject, author, and date.

You can also view upcoming discussion topics (click on “list events” along the right) and access FAQs about using
the lists (click on “list help”).

“And don’t forget,” said Marie, “you can always delete! The subject line can be your best friend! If the topic of
discussion just isn’t up your alley, or you simply don’t have time at the moment, the delete button is a good option. No
one is forcing you to subscribe, so you should feel no guilt ... it’s all your choice!”

Often subscribers say they hesitate to delete messages for fear of missing something, but remember that all posts get
logged automatically in the archives, so you can always go back and search for those posts.



Workforce & Economic Development g

Leadership Activities, ABE Nevada-K1B : a« ‘ ( SN
Community College of Southern Nevada "“ ol
3200 E. (heyenne Ave AT
North Las Vegas, NV 89030-4296
NSHE Board of Regents n
Chair: Michael Wixom Non-Profit
Vice Chair: Howard Rosenberg U.S. Postage
Mark Alden
Dr. Stavros Anthony PAID
Cedric Crear Las VegaS, NV
Thalia Dondero Permit No. 1618
Dorothy S. Gallagher
Dr. Jason Geddes
Ron Knecht
James Dean Leavitt
Dr. Jack Lund Schofield
Steve Sisolak
Bret Whipple

This professional development project is a leadership activity funded by a grant from the Nevada State Department of Education,
Workforce Investment Act, Title Il (Adult Education and Family Literacy). There is no discrimination or denial of participation on the basis of
race, color, sex, age, religion or religious creed, national origin, sexual orientation, ancestry, or disability.

See what C-PAL has to offer

The Community Partnerships for Adult Learning (C-PAL) Web site (www.C-
PAL .net) is a rich resource dedicated to encouraging the creation of partnerships to
improve the quality of adult education in the United States. The site is supported by the
Office of Vocational and Adult Education.

Experts across the country worked for six years and selected a broad range of
high-quality community building and adult education resources for the site, including how-
to’s, research reports, and links to relevant Web sites, sorted by topic and potential user.

Along with a self-assessment, 12 informative partnership profiles, reports and
guides, and a discussion forum, the site hosts a well-organized “toolbox” containing more than 660 resources in
seven collections:

v Creating Communities
v Curriculum and Instruction, which covers Adult Basic Education, High School
Credential Programs, English Literacy (ELL/ESL), Adults with Learning
Disabilities, Youth in Adult Literacy, Family Literacy, and Correctional Education
Professional Development
Workforce Development
Technology
Program Management
More Resources

A free, self-paced course, Basics of Adult Literacy Education, was recently added to the
site. Designed to provide a broad overview of issues in adult literacy for instructors with
limited formal training or experience in teaching adult literacy learners, the course has five
modules: the adult learner, orientation and assessment, curriculum development,
instructional techniques, and the adult literacy classroom.
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