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Learning about the vote 
Thinking about how to integrate the election-year buzz into your classroom? 

Wondering how to invite students into a conversation about civic participation 
that includes voting but goes beyond it as well? Looking for lessons that evoke 
deep thinking about the meaning of democracy and the many ways adults 
participate in public life? 

Issue 26 of The Change Agent (http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/) is packed 
with student writing, multi-level articles and activities, graphics, quotes, ready-
to-use lesson plans, math problems, and more! This issue also features links to 
audio so that learners can listen to student contributors read their pieces out loud 
— they can simultaneously read the text and listen to it online. 

The Change Agent is published in March and September. Each issue 
explores a topic relevant to the lives of adult learners. The current issue as well 
as all back issues are available as  free downloads, but subscriptions and donations are welcome! 

NV Literacy Office publishes Strategic Plan 
The State Council on Libraries and Literacy recently approved the Nevada Literacy 

Office’s Strategic Plan. Three Literacy Summits (held in Las Vegas, Reno, and Elko in 
2007-08) provided key information for developing the plan. “Some input did vary from 
area to area,” said Literacy Coordinator Kathy Biagi, “but most of the needs were 
consistent across the state.” 

The NLO will work on six goals throughout the five-year implementation period:  
1. Capacity building for local literacy coalitions – Nevadans will have current and 

comprehensive knowledge of the literacy services available within their 
communities. 

2. Serve as information clearinghouse – Nevadans will have access to information 
about the comprehensive literacy services available throughout the state, as well as 
access to current literacy data, research, and best practices. 

New URL for Nevada Literacy Office: www.nevadaculture.org/docs/nsla/lpd/literacy/ 

Calendar of Events at: www.nevadaculture.org/docs/nsla/lpd/literacy/calendar.htm 

Kathy Biagi  
800/445-9673 
775/684-3341 

kbiagi@nevadaculture.org 

3. Implement a public awareness campaign – Nevadans will become knowledgeable as to the literacy support 
services the NLO provides to programs throughout the state. 

4. On-going: Statewide literacy programs – Nevadans will have continuing access to existing statewide literacy 
activities and programs, such as the Summer Reading Program and El Día de los Niños. 

5. On-going: State Literacy Resource Center (SLRC) – Nevadans will have access to literacy resources, 
including theories of learning, best practice information, curriculum, data, and child-through-adult readers. 

6. On-going: Participate in Adult Basic Education activities – Nevada adults will have access to statewide 
comprehensive adult education services and information through referral provided by the NLO. 



“Audition” by September 30 
for MPAEA Conference! 

Conference Chair Teri Zutter reports many Nevadans will 
be presenting at the MPAEA conference in Las Vegas, but 
many more are needed! The Call for Presenters is posted at  
http://www.mpaea2009.org/; submit by September 30.  

The Conference Committee seeks a comprehensive and 
diverse slate of presentations representing all areas of adult 
education, including ABE/literacy, ESL, GED, Corrections, 
family literacy, and community, continuing, and higher 
education. Program Chair is Kathy Biagi, 
kbiagi@nevadaculture.org, 775/684-3341.  

Additional upcoming conferences 
Additional events at www.literacynet.org/nevada (click on calendar) 

 
What:  National Refugee and Immigrant Conference, September 25-26, Chicago, IL 
Contact:  www.thecenterweb.org/alrc/refugee.html  
 
What: ProLiteracy Worldwide Annual Conference, October 1-4, Little Rock, AR 
Contact: www.proliteracy.org/conference, conference@proliteracy.org, 315/422-9121 ext. 352 
 
What: International Reading Association 19th West Regional Conference, October 9 - 11, Seattle, WA  
Contact: www.reading.org/association/meetings/regional_1.html, customerservice@reading.org   
 
What: AAACE Conference, November 11-14, Denver, CO 
Contact: www.aaace.org/  
 
What:  National Conference on Effective Transitions in Adult Education, November 17-18, Providence, RI 
Contact: www.collegetransition.org/  
This two-day conference will focus on strategies and promising practices that help adult learners succeed in 
postsecondary education and training. 
 
What:  International Reading Association 54th Annual Conference West, Feb 21 - 25, Phoenix, AZ. 
Contact:  http://www.reading.org/, 800/336-7323 
 
What: LDA (Learning Disabilities Association) 46th Annual International Conference, February 25 – 28, 

Salt Lake City, UT  
Contact: http://www.ldaamerica.org/conference/index.asp  
 
What:  18th Annual National Conference on Family Literacy, March 1 – 3, Orlando. FL 
Contact:  www.famlit.org/Conference/, 502/584-1133 
 
What: Mountain Plains Adult Ed. Association (MPAEA) 2009 Conference, March 1-4, Las Vegas, NV 
Contact: www.mpaea09.org 
 
What: Innovations 2009, League for Innovations in the Community College, March 15-18, Reno, NV  
Contact: http://www.league.org/2/conferences/innovations/2009/cfp/cfp_page1.cfm  
 



NAE News  
 The Advisory Board of the new Nevada Adult Educators organization has been 

meeting regularly over the summer to develop a framework for the organization and to 
plan for the MPAEA Conference March 1-4.  

 NAE Membership is free to Nevadans through this academic year. Visit 
www.nvadulted.org to join. For more information, contact: 

 President Bob Henry (Henryrt@interact.ccsd.net, 702/799-8655 ext 338), or 
 Membership Chair Cynthia Pierrott (cynthia.pierrott@csn.edu, 702/651-4296, or 
 One of the other Board members: Brad Deeds, Linda Bogle, Kathy Biagi, Kathleen Jameson, Sam King, Mary 

Ramirez, Sharyn Yanoshak, Ken Zutter, and Teri Zutter. 

The mission of NAE is to promote and support lifelong learning in Nevada. NAE: 
 Fosters collaboration, communication, networking, and the sharing of ideas and resources among 

members, providers, and stakeholders. 
 Promotes and provides educational and career development opportunities for adult educators. 
 Expands public awareness of the importance of literacy, adult education, and lifelong learning. 
 Advocates for adult, continuing, and community education. 

Findings in ESL released 
The Council for Advancement of Adult 

Literacy recently released Findings in ESL: A 
Quick Reference to Findings of CAAL Research on 
ESL Programs at Community Colleges. 

Written by CAAL vice president Forrest P. 
Chisman, this publication is the final in a series 
from CAAL on its ESL research since 2004. Its 
purpose is to make CAAL's ESL work more readily 
accessible to general and ESL audiences who may 
not have the time to wend their way through its 
fairly dense full-length reports. 

The summary document is available in PDF 
format from the CAAL website (http://
www.caalusa.org/, publications page, item ESL6). 
It may be purchased as a bound document directly 
from CAAL ($10 prepaid plus postage, 
bheitner@caalusa.org for instructions). 

The four main research reports summarized in 
this reference document are also available at the 
CAAL Web site and via hard copy for $20 each 
prepaid plus postage. They are: Adult ESL and the 
Community College (2004, 59 pp.); Passing the 
Torch: Strategies for Innovation in Community 
College ESL (2007, 153 pp.); Torchlights in ESL: 
Five Community College Profiles (2007, 123 pp.); 
and Pathways and Outcomes: Tracking ESL 
Student Performance (2008, 212 pp.). 

Train on your time! 
High quality professional development geared to adult 

educators is as close as your computer at 
www.professionalstudiesae.org. Self-paced and facilitated 
courses vary in length from one to 12 hours. 

Some self-paced courses are free; others cost between $9 to 
$25.* Topics include adult multiple intelligences, student 
persistence, engaging students in learning, GED, health literacy, 
and reading.  

Registration fees for the facilitated courses range from $89-
$225* and topics include student assessment, English language 
learning, young adult education, and tutor training. Currently 
scheduled: 
• What Every Teacher Should Know About Assessment 9/15-29 
• Understanding and Using Published Assessments with Adult 

Learners 10/6- 27 
• Young Adult Education: Strategies and Materials 10/13-11/17 
• Creating Engaging ESOL Activities Using Computers 10/20-11/24 
• Facilitating Adult Learning: Key Concepts for Teaching Adults 

11/10-12/15 
• Assessments Developed by Teachers and Students 11/10-12/12 

Register at the Web site. Contact prodev@proliteracy.org or 
315/422-9121 ext. 283 for more information. 

 
* ProLiteracy members receive a 15% discount on all 

professional development courses. 
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Transition Toolkit 
available 

 The National College Transition 
Network (NCTN) recently published The College Transition Toolkit, 
a comprehensive guide to program planning and implementation that 
draws on the expertise of practitioners from the New England ABE-
to-College Transition Project and from around the country. 

The toolkit contains detailed information to help adult educators 
and administrators plan for the needs of students interested in 
pursuing postsecondary education and training. Chapter titles include: 
Program Models; Partnerships and Collaborations; Recruitment; 
Assessment; Counseling; Curriculum and Instruction; Planning; and 
Using Data for Program Development. The toolkit also includes 
templates that can be adapted for use in developing college transition 
programs, links to a variety of online resources, and supplementary 
printable resources. 

An accompanying CD contains an HTML version of the toolkit 
with easy navigation among chapter topics, accompanying 
documents, and online resources. 

Cost is $75 plus a $5 shipping and handling fee per CD. For more 
details and ordering information, visit  http://collegetransition.org/
toolkit.html, email nctn@worlded.org, or contact Priyanka Sharma, 
psharma@worlded.org, 617-385-3788. 

Adult educators can 
download free health 
literacy materials developed 
by The Joint Commission 
and the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services. The 
purpose of the materials is to 
improve medical treatment through better 
doctor-patient communication. Resources  
include pamphlets in English and Spanish on 
topics such as how to prevent medication 
mistakes or infection, understanding your 
doctors, etc. 

The campaign is part of the Joint 
Commission’s Speak Up safety program. Visit 
www.jointcommission.org/, click on “Patient 
Safety,” then on “Speak Up.” 

The Joint Commission is an independent, 
non-profit organization that accredits and 
certifies more than 15,000 health care 
organizations and programs in the United States.  

Free health literacy 
materials 


