
NIFL launches “transitions” discussion list 
 The National Institute for Literacy recently launched a discussion list focused on 
transitions to postsecondary education. The list is moderated by Ellen Hewett from 
the National College Transition Network (NCTN) at World Education, Inc. 
 The list provides an ongoing professional development forum for practitioners, 
administrators, researchers, and policymakers from the Adult Secondary Education 
(ASE), English Language Acquisition (ELA), postsecondary education, and 
workforce development fields. It promotes the sharing of information, research, 
expertise, and resources to help bridge the gap between what ASE and ELA 

programs traditionally offer and what most adult learners need to succeed in postsecondary education. Topics 
such as curriculum and instruction, college readiness, counseling, assessment, program development, career 
awareness, data collection, and partnerships will be explored. 

To subscribe, go to www.nifl.gov/mailman/listinfo/transitions/.  
Or, go to www.nifl.gov and navigate to "Join Our Discussion Lists" (lower right). Click “subscribe” and you 

will see links to all ten topical discussion lists. 
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Nevada educators continue to prove performance 
Congratulations to the eleven adult educators who recently earned Nevada’s outcome-based ABE Certificate 

of Performance: 
 CSN: Traci Fenn, Vicki Free, Karen Galindo, Wista Johnson, Elizabeth Lane, Emily Montoya, Barbara 

Paulson, Charisse Stewart 
 GBC: Meredith Felshaw, Pat Meldrum 
 WNC: Gail Struble 

Additional kudos to the five instructors who renewed their Certificates, continuing to show exemplary 
student outcomes and participation in meaningful professional development during the preceding three years:  
 CATH: Robert Fink 
 CSN: Maxine Engel-Muccigrosso, Daniel Pastorius 
 CMC: John Kunkle 
 WNC: Geraldine Thomson 

Many ways to renew 
Adult educators now have many ways to earn the two professional development credits required for 

renewing the ABE Certificate of Performance. They include: 
• Professional Learning Communities and workshops and offered through Nevada State Leadership 
• Continuing education and college/university coursework 
• Online/Web-based courses with significant facilitator support 
• Development and presentation of a high quality, meaningful workshop to a local program 
• Independent study (investigate instructional issues of a particular concern, collect information, and 

report on processes and results) 
For more information on the nation’s only outcome-based recognition program, contact Ken Zutter, 

775/687-7291, kzutter@doe.nv.gov or visit http://www.literacynet.org/nvabecp/. 
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World Education, keeper of the Health Literacy Special 
Collection, recently announced a major update of curricula, 
training resources, and health literacy initiatives. 

The Collection’s goal is to provide a starting point for 
finding health literacy resources that will help people from 
many sectors improve health literacy, improve health 
outcomes, and reduce disparities in health. The resources 
include easy-to-read health information, research, 
background information, and links to groups who are doing 
promising work. They are helpful to those in adult education, 
health care, and other fields that address health literacy in 
their work. Visit www.healthliteracy.worlded.org. 

Resource Collections on health and math updated  

Teacherlinx provides lessons, ideas, colleague connections  
Teacherlinx.com is a free online platform teachers use to find and exchange lesson plans, worksheets, and ideas. The 

site is searchable by grade level (K-12) and subject from art — through English, history, math, and science — to 
technology. Lesson plans are rated. The site provides teachers with an opportunity to network with other teachers from 
various parts of the world.  

USALearns focuses on students 
Immigrants and other adults who want to learn or improve their English skills can log on to the free online English 

portal at www.USALearns.org. The site targets adults with limited or no English language skills who are not inclined to 
attend traditional classroom programs or use fee-based resources, i.e., adults with limited means or those who cannot 
attend classes because of difficulty with schedules, transportation, or other barriers. 

While the site is designed for independent use, teachers and tutors may also find instructional materials that can be 
used in classroom and individual instructional settings. The Web site has an online management system available for 
instructors’ use. 

The U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Vocational and Adult Education, through its Division of Adult 
Education and Literacy, oversaw the design of USALearns. 

Math resource links research to practice 
SABES (Massachusetts’ System for Adult Basic Education Support) publishes the quarterly SABES Math Bulletin 

online. The Bulletin provides ABE teachers ready access to important statistical and research data. It introduces current 
research, along with math and numeracy concepts and policies, to teachers who are often too busy working with students 
to search out and digest such works in their entirety. By highlighting key points and connecting concepts to everyday 
practice, the SABES Math Bulletin efficiently links ABE math/numeracy teachers with a broad world of ideas. 

Topics covered in recent issues include: 
 Critical foundations of algebra; math professional development; assumptions (June 2009) 
 Algebraic thinking; literal symbols (March 2009) 
 Teaching empirical math; SCANS competencies (Winter 2009) 

Visit www.sabes.org/resources/publications/ for a link to the SABES Math Bulletin and other SABES publications. 

NIFL’s Literacy Information and Communication 
System (LINCS) has posted newly juried math 
resources for upgrading adult math instruction. These 
include strategies for transitioning adult basic 
education students to postsecondary education; a 
review of the implications of research on adult 
numeracy instruction; and research on the negative 
impact of low numeracy, especially for disadvantaged 
women.  

Go to http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/, click on 
“Resource Collections,” then on “Basic Skills” and 
scroll down to the mathematics and numeracy section. 



It's another Gold Rush! It's a mining event that's the biggest bonanza in adult education in 2010! It's the upcoming 
MPAEA "Mining the Treasures in Adult Education" Conference at the Fiesta Resort Conference Center in Tempe, 
Arizona in the heart of Metro Phoenix. It's all about professional discovery and mining the multitude of treasures found 
in adult education right here in our own region and across the county with colleagues from the eight Mountain Plains 
states and beyond. Plan to attend and celebrate MPAEA’s 68 years of treasures!  

As a result of the recent request for applicants to fill vacant seats on the NAE Board 
of Directors, the Board welcomed three new members at its December meeting: 

 

 Olu Akinyele (OEA454@interact.ccsd.net, 702/799-8650 
ext 304) taught math at Cheyenne High School for five years 
and has served as Math Instruction and Mathematics Depart-
ment Chair for the Department of Adult Education, Clark County School District, since 
August 2005. Challenged by the tremendous growth in southern Nevada during much of the 
past decade, the Nigerian native is especially proud of his participation in the development 
and implementation of an adult education math curriculum that has produced an increase in 
the completion rate for the state math proficiency exam. He earned his bachelor’s degree from 
Idaho State University and a master’s in accounting from UNLV, where he also completed the 
Graduate Teacher Licensure Program. 

“I am a firm believer in the old adage ‘it is never too late to learn,’” said Olu. I joined the board because I see it as an 
opportunity to serve with other adult educators in building on the achievements of this last decade and channeling a 
course for the future that will benefit every stakeholder.” 

 
Vivian Vasquez Fully, Ed.D. (VAF232@interact.ccsd.net, 702/799-8650 ext 332) currently 

teaches in and serves as Science Chair for the Adult Education Department for the Clark County 
School District. She holds a B.F.A. in art and design from the University of Texas, M.Ed.’s in 
counseling and in curriculum and instruction/creative arts, and a doctorate in educational/
organizational leadership from Nova Southeastern University. She has developed a Training 
Manual based on her dissertation, Development of a Training Program in Teacher-Mediated 
Class Meetings. 

Vivian applied for Board membership because “ I am interested in becoming involved with 
educational issues that would benefit adult educators and students. I believe that my total 
experiences — in business as well as education — can benefit the organization as a whole.” 

 
 Kim Forney (kforney@humboldt.k12.nv.us, 775/625-1697), shown at left with 
son Michael, has worked with JOIN and the Humboldt County School District for 
more than nine years, the last four with the adult education program. She serves 
juvenile and adult offenders, as well as adults ranging widely in age and life 
experiences. She holds a B.A. in elementary education from Great Basin College and 
a master’s degree in secondary education from Grand Canyon University. 
 “Now that I have completed my M.A. I am ready to put back into education all 
the wonderful experiences I have gained through my educational journey. I enjoy the 
challenges of adult education and working with the wonderful organizations that 
serve this alternative group of educators.” 

What depth and breadth these three new members bring to NAE’s Board of Directors! Much thanks to them for 
taking a leadership role in the organization! 
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Mine the treasures in adult education at MPAEA 2010 
Mountain Plains Adult Education Association Annual Conference 

Fiesta Resort Conference Center • Tempe, AZ • April 21-24 • www.mpaea2010.org 



Online course offerings for adult educators have become richer during the past year. They 
now provide more meat, more often. Here are some examples of upcoming facilitated courses: 
Foundations of Teaching Adult Numeracy, January 18 - February 26, $179 

In this foundational course, the first in a six-part series, participants will learn how to keep students at the center of 
numeracy instruction. They will explore the context, content, and cognitive and affective components of numeracy. 
Topics covered include how to address the needs of students with learning gaps, how students' styles of learning math 
and levels of math knowledge affect their math skills, and ways to build students’ success in learning math. Participants 
will also plan classroom activities, test them with their students, and share their experiences with fellow teachers. 
Creating Engaging ESOL Activities Using Computers, February 1 - March 12, $179 

Upon completion of this course participants will be able to describe the benefits and challenges of using word 
processing, spreadsheets, and presentation software in ESOL instruction; evaluate student use of productivity software; 
and analyze learning activities for language and computer skills. They will also convert a classroom activity to one that 
includes productivity software, test it with students, and evaluate the activity. 

For courses above, go to www.professionalstudiesae.org and scroll down to course title 

ESL Instructor Fast Track Training, January 4 – March 1, $263 plus $35 textbook 
This self-paced, online training curriculum was designed for both the novice and the experienced adult educator who 

lacks formal ESL teacher training and needs an overview of learning and teaching English to adults. The course is 
divided into five instructional modules designed to give ESL instructors a perspective on practices, research, and theory 
in the field of adult ESL so they can explore personal beliefs about learning and teaching, gain an understanding of how 
adults learn and acquire languages, build an awareness for ESL pedagogy and an appreciation for lesson planning, and 
discover tools and resources to continue self-directed professional development. 

Courses are also scheduled for March 1 – April 24 and April 26 – June 19. Registration will then be $335 and 
includes the textbook. Go to www.cpcc.edu, search for “fasttrack”. 

   Coming soon to a computer near you! 


