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EASE-ing into employment

: The Clark County Library’s Computer Assisted Literacy in
. Libraries (CALL) program recently piloted Project EASE (Educational
| Assistance to Support Employability). The goal was to provide
| students with the necessary reading, writing, employability, and
technology skills to better prepare them for the job market and/or
higher education. '
Funded through the Library District
General Fund and the District Foundation,
EASE targeted an especially hard-to-reach,
hard-to-keep population: native English
speakers, particularly African American
adults, who may be experiencing
underachievement due to low literacy, reading,
and writing skills. Adults seeking an
introductory course to a GED preparation class
were also enlisted. “We hoped students would want to participate in the program because the
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Students Skyla Morales, Nick Winder, Natalie

Morales, and Stacy Pearson with Volunteer
Instructor Erin Barker

skills learned would help them to attain or retain employment in this struggling economy,” said Skyla Morales with
Connie Barker (barkerm@lvccld.org), CALL’s literacy manager. Literacy Manager
Recruitment efforts included an appearance on a neighborhood Connie Barker

radio show hosted by State Senator Steven Horsford; a personal

meeting with Las Vegas City Councilman Ricky Barlow; personal contact with community
leaders and organizations with a similar client base; outreach via library branches, a press
release, flyers to community businesses and housing complexes; and an informational
“Coffee Chat” for potential students.

“We delivered instruction in the context of employability skills,” said Literacy Trainer
Rhea Watson (watsonr@lvccld.org). “Many of our instructors had worked in the public and
private sectors and we featured guest speakers from potential employers, as well. We
provided an ‘interview closet’ where
students received workplace attire
and hosted a Job Fair where they
completed job applications and practiced interviewing.”

Of the 31 pre-tested students, 23 stayed for at least 12 hours
and 17 completed the coursework. Fourteen made educational
gains, five reported getting jobs, and one is on the way to a high
school diploma.

“Of CALL’s many educational initiatives, Project EASE was
one of the most gratifying,” said Connie. “Helping people develop
the skills that will move them into work with family-sustaining
wages is truly one of the most important things we can do for our
students and our community.”

The next EASE course is scheduled to begin in late January. Class coordinators and students
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Diana Lambey with Literacy
Trainer Rhea Watson
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Nevada joins Complete College America Initiative

As most educators are Nevada’s higher education system has joined 23 other states in a
painfully aware, Nevada ranks national effort to dramatically increase the number of college
last or nearly last of all states in graduates over the next decade. Funded by several humanitarian and
proportion of young adults with education foundations, Complete College America is a national
college degrees, high school nonprofit effort based in Washington, D.C.
freshmen who go on to get a In joining the Complete College America Alliance of States, a
college degree, percentage of state, in partnership with its colleges and universities, commits to
the adult population with a setting substantial goals, measuring progress uniformly, sharing their
bachelor’s degree or higher, and results publicly, and reinventing higher education in order to smooth
percentage of the working age paths to completion.
population with a graduate Resources, reports, and state-specific statistics are available at
degree. www.completecollege.org

Educate or incarcerate?

For fiscal year 2009, it cost the State of Nevada $20,553 to house each of ¢
the 13,383 inmates housed in its correctional facilities. For the same year, the
state’s federally funded Adult Basic Education programs spent $531 to serve
each of its 8,571 students.

Nearly two-thirds of Nevada Adult Basic Education students who pre-
and post-tested advanced two or more grade-level equivalents. In addition,

60 percent of America's
prison inmates are
functionally illiterate and
85% of all juvenile
offenders have reading

. . ... problems.
Nevada’s Adult Basic Education students met their individual goals at a
healthy rate: ® 54 percent of Nevada’s
® 70 percent of those who took the GED Test passed it inmates report they do
® 68 percent of those seeking employment found it not have a High School
e 77 percent of those wanting to retain or improve their employment Diploma or GED.

did so
Support Nevada’s adult education programs — it’s a good deal for everyone!

Data sources: Nevada Department of Corrections Fiscal Year 2009 Statistical Abstract, Nevada Department of Adult
Education, Nevada Department of Corrections, http:.//www.dosomething.org/tipsandtools/I 1-facts-about-literacy-america

Imagine the possibilities!

|.’ j cas Wworth Editors note: Thanks to Angela Andrade, transitional
oD " " learning specialist at WNC, for this suggestion: “Have you
Sp "(_j-{-_l-f_j [Ma heard of or used www.ted.com? I really enjoy the variety of the

lectures and the presenters! Dennis Dutton's Darwinian theory
of beauty is really interesting and well worth the 15 or so minutes. And I am amazed at myself that I found
Conrad Wolfram's idea about math education absolutely riveting. If I had encountered any instructors with this
philosophy in my own education, I probably wouldn't be so fearful at the mere mention of math. [ am going to
recommend the math lecture to my technology learning community!”

TED provides riveting talks by remarkable people, free to the world. It includes links to lectures by Sir Ken
Robinson, an internationally recognized leader in the development of creativity, innovation, and human
resources. He speaks to audiences throughout the world on the creative challenges facing business and education
in the new global economies.

In Do Schools Kill Creativity? Dr. Robinson makes an entertaining and profoundly moving case for creating
an education system that nurtures (rather than undermines) creativity. In the poignant, funny follow-up lecture
Bring on the Learning Revolution, he suggests a radical shift from standardized schools to personalized learning,
creating conditions where children’s natural talents can flourish. In Changing Education Paradigms he lays out
the link between three troubling trends: rising drop-out rates, schools' dwindling stake in the arts, and ADHD.

Check out TED and Sir Ken for insights and ideas on how education does its business!
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NAE News — Webinar, advocacy top agenda

On January 31, the Nevada Adult About Nevada Adult Educators

Educators organization will offer a o
Webinar to introduce teachers to Twitter The mission of the Nevada Adult
Educators (NAE) organization is to

and its many uses in the classroom and for ' )
professional development. Invitations will promote and support lifelong learning
be sent to current members. in Nevada. NAE: _
As we move into this legislative ® Fosters collaboration, Nevada Adult
season, NAE will be expanding its efforts f}?mrﬁmr‘“catlg% netwogkmg, and Educators
- e sharing of ideas and resources
importance and cost-effectivencss of among mermbers, providers, and AL AgulLER.0ry

literacy and adult education. NAE is the stakeholders. . .
voice of adult education in Carson City and ~ ® Promotes and provides educational and career development

will be working to ensure continued opportunities for adult educators. .

funding, o Expands public awareness of the importance of literacy, adult
education, and lifelong learning.

® Supports adult, continuing, and community education.

To renew or join the only organization
devoted to adult education in Nevada, visit
www.nvadulted.org.

| Follow us on Find us on

[witter Facebook

www.twitter.com/nvadulted @nvadulted www.facebook.com/nvadulted

Free courses and resources for EL/Civics teachers

Claudia Bianca, Nevada’s CASAS manager & trainer/resource specialist, recently reviewed EL/Civics
Online (www.elcivicsonline.org), which offers professional development to ESL instructors and volunteers
seeking to incorporate EL/Civics content into their adult ESL classrooms. She found the four free, self-paced
courses “relevant and practical for ALL ESL teachers, not just El/Civics teachers.” Here’s why:
® They are stand-alone courses covering US History, US Government, Civic Engagement, and the
Naturalization process.

The courses are based on 2003 TESOL Standards for Adult Education ESL Programs.

Each content area offers a collection of hand-outs and resources that can be readily used with students.
Step-by-step instructions on how to create lessons that integrate ESL and El Civics are plentiful!
Participants can learn a lot, quickly: Estimated time for completion of one content area course is 3-6 hours.
In sum, Claudia said, “These courses are useful to both new and
experienced ESL teachers, be they working with high beginning,
intermediate, or advanced level students. I found them to be very
informative, adaptable to different levels, user-friendly, and full of
resources and activities that teachers could use immediately in their
classrooms!”

For additional resources on EL/
Civics instruction, see item 7.e.7 in
Nevada’s Professional Development
Resource Bank
(www.literacynet.org/nevada/nvrb)

Editor: Sharyn Yanoshak saylv@cox.net
Phone: 702/253-6280 Fax: 702/651-4538 The gap between knowing and doing is only

bridged by the human heart. If we are willing to
open our hearts to what’s really going on, we will
find the energy to become active again. We will

College of Southern Nevada
3200 E. Cheyenne Ave. — K1B
North Las Vegas, NV 89030

find the will and courage to do something. This is

Back issues archived at: true of our individual lives, in our communities and

—Margaret Wheatley, Turning to One Another:

Direct address changes to: marlana.lozano@csn.edu - .
g @ Simple Conversations to Restore Hope to the Future

Phone: 702/651-4974 Fax: 702/651-4538
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Key upcoming conferences

What: TESOL 2011 Convention and Exhibit, March 16-19, New Orleans
Contact: http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/convention2011/

L \)’\
(XY

What:  National Conference on Family Literacy, April 3-5
(pre-conference April 1-3), Louisville, KY
Contact: www.famlit.org/conference

What:  COABE/CCAE/MPAEA Joint Conference, April 17-21
San Francisco, CA
Contact: http://www.ccaecoabe2011.com/

What: CATESOL 2011 Annual State Conference, April 7-10, Long Beach, CA
Contact: www.catesol2011.org/, catesol201 1 program@gmail.com

What: CASAS National Summer Institute, June 14-16, San Diego, CA.
Contact: www.casas.org/si, 800/255-1036 ext 131

What: ProLiteracy's United States Conference on Adult Literacy ™ (USCAL), November 2-5, Houston, TX
Contact: info@proliteracy.org; 888/528-2224

What: AAACE, October 30-November 4, Indianapolis, IN
Contact: www.aaace.org
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