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THE' SQUAW VALLEY "F'EVE,R" 
OF 1863 

By PEGGY TREGO 

[FOREWORD: We find some universalities in Squaw Valley 
"F ever" .and Letters f1"01'n a N eva.da Doctor, the first two articles 

I 

in this issue. We, however, win undoubtedly be accused of select-
ing the Squa'w Va,lley item because it is so much in the news
crass opportunism! and in a publication so young, too. But to 
the universalities we find in the articles: T'he discovery of a 
lode-gold, silver, uranium-heralds the birth of a ,camp, and 
people eagerly watch the growth of the ba,vling infant. Through 
to maturity the camp commands their attention; then,. with evi
dence of decline, attention wanders and is caught up again only 
when the camp has become a ghost. Peggy Trego's Squaw V,alley 
reveals the universality of interest in the "birth";: Russell R. 
EUiott's Lett,ers [14 0m a lVev'ada Doctor reveal other universalities = 

The faith of those who lingered on with the camp-their knowing 
that its greatest riches had yet to be struck, and then obscurity. 
Had Squaw Valley developed into a rich camp like Hamilton, 
Nevada, it, too, would have declined. Professor Elliott brings us 
that facet in the story of a camp which has the least glister: The 
decline, the faith, the obs.curity-unpleasant words, those; but 
moments in history frequently overlooked-people so like the 

. happy ending.-T'HE EDITOR.] 

In the summer of 18HS, a newspaper reporter from Sacramento 
traveled west "over the hump" to verify a large number of 
reports from Squaw Valley and vicinity. He found, wrote he, 
"700 crazy people running about in the woods" all affiictedwith 
the lunacy peculiar to bonanza-chasers. 

"Squaw Valley fever," as the Placer Courier termed it, was a 
comparatively severe epidemic of its kind which in a few weeks 
populated the quiet valley under Squaw Peak with hundreds
even thousands-of hopeful Californians who had missed or lost 
the fortunes of '49, plus a goodly number of disappointed souls. 
from around Virginia City which was then experiencing one of 
its periodic slumps. The infection spread through the heavy 
timber northeast of Squaw Valley itself, winding down the 
Truckee River banks and into the hills north of Lake Tahoe, its 
contagion evident in the staking of miles of claims, in the fre
netic digging of dozens of tunnels and shafts and in the announced 
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founding of seven hopeful towns, several of which became visible 
even to the untrained eye. 

Squa\v Valley and environs had nearly everything a mining 
boom could want: Plenty of land to be · divided into "feet," 
abundant vlater and timber, a comparative nearness to older, 
settled areas where supplies could be got. It seemed perfect. The 
only thing missing was a lode. 

Just ,vhy Squa\v Valley ""vas mistaken for a second Comstock 
is somet hing yet t.o be explained. Perhaps it was basically a 
matter of bad geology. Possibly speculation reared its ugly head 
over what h unlan errOl" had created. Certainly the collective hopes 
of hordes of unlucky miners from bot.h California and Nevada 
Territory cont.ribut.ed most to the situation that arose by building 
a thrilling, blinding probabilit.y out of lukewarm fact. However 
its origin, Squa Vl Valley's grand rush of 1863 was a little dandy 
of its kind. 

John Keiser and Shannon Knox, Comstock-bound, were the 
first to scent treasure \v hen they loitered in Squaw Valley early 
that JUly to do a little prospecting. The two men found some
thing promising, or thought they did, and either they or the 
grapevine did the rest. On Thursday, July 18, the first ne,vs of 
their activities beca.me public "vhen t.he Pla·c-er Courier, a bright 
"veekly issued at Forest Hill by Philip Lynch and John H. Mund
all, printed a rat her mild paragraph headed "SILVER AT 
SQUAvV VALLEY.'" 

'Ve are infornled [the Co·u.r·ier stated] that at Squa:\V \Talley, 
47 miles above Forest Hill (acc.ording to Stangroom's survey) 
new and rieh silver mines ha ve been discovered. Some of the 
people at Last Chanee and IVlicbigan Bluffs have gone up to 
secure clailns. One who has r ,eturned,. brought specimens along 
·whieh are pronouneed rich.-The locality is a beautiful valley 
seyeralllliles lliong just east of the first sumnli.t, and north of Lake 
Tahoe~ and ·within four or fiye llliles of the point where the Paci
fic Railroad strikes the Truckee River. Should these mines prove 
rich, and a settlement spring up, their supplies will be obtained 
in Forest HiB a.nd a t the Bluffs.-"Westwa.rd the (silver) 
Empire takes its 1vay. "1 

N O\V the news of a big neVl mining strike in Placer County 
was something to ring the ,velkin and wring a miner's heart. 
Everyday business could have been better in Forest Hill and "the 
Bluffs"; the gold excitement of more than a decade earlier had 
lost considerable lustre all a long the Mother Lode, and some of 
the communities were hard put to settle their economies happily 
,vi th nO' mOI'e of their early intense mining to count O'n. 
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As early as the summer of 1856 this had been true, and in 
that year Placer 'County had instructed its surveyor, Thomas 
Young, to set up a new road over the SierI"a to compete '\vith 
the heavily -travelled Hennes.s Pass to the north and the Placer
ville route to the south. By means of their ne,"v road, Placer citi
z,ens reasoned, some of the lucrative trans-Sierra trade could be 
lured away from El Dorado, Nevada, and Sierra 'Counties. 

Young's road, never impl"oved much beyond the trail stage, 
set out easterly from F'ork House midway between Yankee Jim's, 
and Io,va Hill, swung up the north branch of the American 
River's l\1iddle Fork and over a ridge into SquR\V Valley. It was 
this tra.il that Keiser and Knox had taken on their ,vay to Virginia 
City, and the result of theil" trek ,vas greater use of Young's 
road than it ever had before, or has ever had since. The Courier's 
first article, coming when it did, was comparable to a short. fuse. 
The resultant explosion started a fair-sized exodus from the once
thriving l\1other Lode to'vns. 

Even the C ourie1" itself wa.s a bit startled by the events of a 
single ,"veek. "IIVIMENSE EXCITEIVIENT!" shouted its top line 
in the July 25 issue, with "SILVER AT SQUAvV VALLEY" in 
largel" type than seven days ear]iel". The story, although tem
pered ,"vith caution born of exp.erience in mining booms, was 
shot through ,vith ebullience: 

I n publishing the ne"ws in the last C o·u .. rier of the discovery of 
silver diggings up at Squa"w 1l alley, "we little expected to see such ' 
a rush of people for the place as there has been \\>Ti thin a "week 
past. \Ve published ,vhat ,ve did, merely fr0111 l'epo'rt-and if there 
should happen to be more hUllIbug" than reality in these reported 
ne\o\T and l"ich discoveries, ,ve can't be blamed. Of t.his we feel 
certaiu, that not less than one thousand people ha.ve flocked to 
Squavv 17 aHey within the last eight days from differ en t directions 
-even froIll ".T ashoe. Of this "we are certain, and our infornla:n t 
is reliable, that several lodes of silver-bearing rock ha.ve been 
discovered, and that a mill for crushing roc.k and also sa'v~Ting 
1 ulnber is no,v iu ,course of construction there. Report had it, that 
assays have been Ina.de of the rock in one lead ,vhich assays eighty 
dollars to the ton. There being> neither a store or a tavern in 
Squa:\V \T alley-the only ha bita.tions being' merely a fe,;v board 
cabins, many of the excited silver seekers ,vho ,vent there ,vi thout 

- <-

provisions have yearned a.fter '''grub'' nlore than silver bricks. 
I t is even reported that provisions have sold as high as five dollars 
a pound and t.hat men had nothing to eat for t,vo days t 

Several Dlen 'v ho went. ironl ThIichig·a.n Bluffs last ,veek, returned 
onl\fonday, obtained supplies and have gone out ag>ain. 2 

Even the Con1stock took note of the doings at Squa 'v ,raIley, 
and its evening paper, the Bullet'in, stated: 
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G REA T EX CITE~IENT .-Rich silver discoveries, rec.ently 
made, have caused quite an excitement in Squa\vValley, between 
Lakes Bigler and Truckee. .A gentlemen [ S'l:C] just in from the 
locality infornls us that lllen are flocking' in from Placer and EI 
Dorado Counties in large numhers.. The richest discoveries have 
been made in th'e range of nl0untains betw·een the Lakes and a 
small ridge near Truckee, in ,vhich silver has been detected ,vith 
the naked eye. The country around this ne'v EI Dorado is well 
supplied ,\ri th ,yood and 'vater, but provisions being scarce, the 
miners a,re 1l0\V engaged in building scows, ,vith '~T'hich they intend 
to navigate Lake Bigler, and procure the necessaries of li.fe from 
its southern shore.3 

Pinpointing things better than did its sister in Washoe, the 
Courie1" explained that: 

. . . Sq ua '~T' ,r aUey is four or five nliles in lengih, runs from 
south-v rest to north-east, and is surrounded on all sides by high 
and thickly -timbered Uloun tains. The ou tlet of the valley is on 
Big Truckee river, four nliles below' Lake Tahoe-is 47 miles 
from Forest Hill and 34 this side of Carson Citv.4 .. 

The July 25 issue of the C o~trier also carried a second long 
article on t he same subject, headed "LATER FROM SQUAW 
VALLEY:"'5 ' 

A gentle.lllan 'who left Squa,v Valley on Thursday morning, 
infornls us that the 'laUey and the surrounding mountains, as 
also Truckee River valley, for 11lany l1liles belo'\v Lake Tahoe, ,vas 
full of people "prospecting" for silver. A lode has been found on 
tlle east side of t.he Truc.kee ,vhich has been staked off for a dis
tance of e·l:gl1.,.t 'rn .. £ies. R~port says' that rock, assayed at 'Tirginia 
.city, taken frOl1l this ledge has yielded three hundred dollars to 
the ton 1 Another assay, llla.de from rock in several other 
ledges, has yielded a t ~t.he rate of fronl one and a quarter 
to one hundred and three dollars. Many of the ,rirginia 
city and San Francisco "sharpers" had had [s·tc I already 
a.rrived in the neighborhood. To,vn lots 'were being' staked off at 
the junction of Squa\v ,r alley and Truckee river, and there is 
plenty of pine t.inlber there, ,vhich win soon' be eonverted into 
lum ber, Tahoe City ,viII be a large to'wn in a fe,Y mon ths. At 
least, so report. says. Provisions, br'ough t in on pa.ck trains, are 
becollling plenty and rea.sona bly cheap. "T e predict, that if these 
silver diggings turn out as is no,Y reported- ("re publish these 
speeula tions only on general report) -Squaw' ,r alley and Big 
Truckee ,vill be the lllOSt famous localities in a.ll Placer Countv. 
If the ,vealth is there, ho,vever, no cause exists for excitenlent ·~r 
panic . It \viH take time, patience, labor and llloney to develop it. 
-The exertions, toil and labor no,Y being besto,Yed upon disem
bOV\ielling . the locality, V\rill prove ,vithin a 1110n th or 1.\VO hence 
,vhether SquaV\' and Truckee ,r aUeys are a "silver h ul1lbug" or 
not. 5 
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Hope vs. a faint frown of doubt led the Courier to -chronicle 
a couple of luckless excursions at the end of this ,second article: 

Ex-Senator Saxton, of ,r oleanoville, struck a '''big thing" at 
Sq ua-'W \T alley last "\veek. In eonl pany "\o\rl. th some others,. he staked 
off four thousand feet on a ledge .. A lllullie load of the rock was 
t aken to Virginia, assayed and the product "\vas-"nary cent." 
S till,. the croppings nlay have the true indications. 

A gentleman nanled Kelley, fronl this to~"'ll, also struck a "big 
thing" on llIonday. Being determined on having some "feet.," he 
started t;() "\o\ralk to Squaw; travelled furiously for twenty-one nliles t 

and then found his FE ETas ra 'Y as a porterhouse steak. He was 
glad to get home alive !5 

Eighteen sixty-three was a year of near-violent Civi.l War 
sentiment in California, and one of the products of that high feel
ing also made it the "Year of the Oath." Staunch Unionists man
aged to pu,sh a bill through the state legislature requiring an 
attorneys in California to take a special oath, swearing fidelity 
to the Union and guaranteeing that they \~lould grant no comfort 
or a.id to the Confederate.s. In the same month that the Squaw 
VaHey rush began, California's supreme court upheld constitu
tionality of the oath,. and therefore at least one disgruntled law
yer with Southern sympathies decided to trek eastward to avoid . 
embarra.s,sment if not do\vnright ostracism. Such a one was given 
the happily pro-Union Couri.er's attention, also in the .July 25 . Issue: 

8Q1J .... i\. '"\iT ,TALLEY FE\TER.-That jolly ·cuss J eems Ander
son, of Auburn,. passed through to,"vn on '" ednesday, on hi.s "\vay 
to the ne,"v ly -discovered silver region in Squa"\v ,7 alley . . . . 
he expects to also change his name as soon as he reaehes Squaw 

Col. Anderson visits Squaw ,Tall·ey to see how many 
·.nfeet" are in it., and also to see about "'la,v a.nd Ia,ying." There is 
good prospect for both . . . . 

[Col. ] Anderson has refused t.o take the Attorney's Oath, as 
required by ]a"\v, and has :fl,ed to Squa.,v ,7 alley to ameliorate his 
offended dignity . . . . From "\vhat ,ve can lea.rn from there, 
ho"\vever, Secessionists are not allowed to take up any claims .. 6 

. The Courier may have been right about pro-Union feelings 
around Squa,v Valley. Several of the larger claims were given 
"monikers" of decidedly Unionist lea.ning, and the most prominent 
mining distl"ict of the area was christened \vith ringing patri
otism, something the GOUTier noticed among other t.hings in an 
early August issue under the heading: 

, 
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SQ"lJA ,V ,TALLEY .. A_ND HASKELL SIL \TER, ~fIXES 
In our last paper ,ve announced the discovery of ne\,; si.lver 

mines in Squa\v \! alley and on the Truckee river for a distanc,e . 
of fifteen miles dovvn froln Lake Tahoe. Weare pleased to infornl 
our readers that. these mines are a reaIity~ and likely to prove 
valuahle . .LI\ nunl her of distinct ledges of silver-bearing rock have 
been opened, and the "indications" a.re decidedly encollraging. 
T"ro different districts-the "Sumnlit" and tbe "Red, White, and 
Blue"-have been laid off, miners' records esta blished, and a 
large number of claims staked~ posted and recorded. Nearly every 
person 1-\~ho has returned, 1vith 1vhom we have conversed, gives 
a flattering aCCOUll t of these ne"r discoveries, and express [S'l:C ] 
a confidence in theln. Shafts are being sunk in SOIpe of the ledges, 
and several assays of rock made 'which have proven satisfactory. 

A village, called Knoxville, on the ,eastern bank of the Truckee, 
,vas laid out into lots, last ,veek, and the proprietors sold quite a 
number of lots the first day the books "rere opened, at five dollars 
a lot. As they went "off like hot cakes" at that price, the O1-\'ll.ers 
on the second day raised the price or lots to one hundred dollars. 
This for a time checked the sales.-In the 1l1eantime, another 
to'Vll site ,vas laid of [s '"z:c] on the "rest bank of the Truckee, at 
the 1110uth of Squaw 'Talley, and sales of lots opened at ten dollars 
eaeh. Canvas tents and brush a.rbors, abound in the neighborhood. 
Several log and board houses are no'\v in course of construction. 
Squa.W" \T alley is said to possess excellent ,vater-pow',er for mills, 
in case these mines turn out as no"r expected.· 

To aU of the foregoing, the Courie1" had to add: 
.... ~nother district,8 knO\Vll as the Haskell mines, eight 

miles east of the Truckee, and about five north of the Lake
bet1-\reen the llliddle and eastern SUIllllU t of the Sierras-is a ttract
iug a good deal or attention, and Inany clainls have been secured. 
R.eport has it that they a.re rich. . . . 

As the ,,"'hole of these lnines are undoubtedlv situated ,vithill ... 
the boundary of Placer County., we understand that the Board 
of Supervisors have established t'\vo elections precincts for the 
accoIDlnodation of the llliners; one at the Lake and one at I~l1ox
vine. . . . .8 

As another practical piece of information, the Courie·r pointed 
out that "The roads are excellent for a distance of t,venty miles 
above Forest Hill-to Kelley's Retreat-formerly known as 
Secret Springs-from ,vhich point pack animals are used" the 
distance being thirty miles to the Truckee. Pov'lell & Co., of 
Todd's Vaney, are about to survey a route for a ,vagon-road from 
this point."s 

Mid-August found the CO'UTie'r's man in a jubilant mood. In 
an article headed "A LUCKY EDITOR!" he trumpeted: "Our 
readers may as ,veIl congr atulate us nO"l ·O as at any time. We are 
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the undisputed o","ner of six hundred feet of silver-bearing rock 1" 
Joyfully the single long paragraph lists the editor's holdings, as 
200 feet in the "Uncle Sam" ledge at Squaw Valley, 200 feet in 
the "Courier" ledge at Haskell's diggings and 200 feet in the 
"Old Abe" ledge at Junipel" Creek. "We certainly feel hopeful," 
added the "lucky editor," noting that "if these 'feet' should really 
pl"ove to be a. fortune to us, it would candidly be a good and a 
lucky joke." He added, \vith pel'"haps mOI'e significance t han the 
average reader vlould grasp" that "we intend to pa.y a visit to our 
silvel" possessions" immediately after the September elections.9 

It could have be€n that Lynch and MundaH, finding things 
duller than ever in Forest Hill, were contemplating setting up 
the "Red, vVhite and Blue'" Mining District 's first ne\vspaper. 
It is quite certain that they ,vere considering a move east"vard 
ov€r the Sierra. 

The C oUT'ier' s Squa \v ,.r alley ne\vs article of August 13 \vas, as 
us ual, cheerful in tone. Cheerful, that is, for its first half: 

The exc.i ten1en t concerning the recent discove.ries of silver 
lodes at Squaw 'Talley, and vicinity, continues lilla.bated. Silver
seekers are going and coming continually. Further disc.overies 
have been n1ade on the Big Truckee river eight or ten lniles below 
Squa\v V-alley. During the last ten days the exciten1ent has prin
eipally tended to,vards the Haskell diggings, eight n1iles east of 
SqUR\V; here. a n un1 her of lodes have been found and 111any claims 
taken up and rec.orded. The roc.k in the Haskell claim's (l\ir. Has
ken being our informant-"s authority) assays ninety -five dollars 
t o the ton.-Four distinct lodes have also been taken up, (prin
cipally by n1e11 fronl Forest Hill) on Juniper Creek, eig-h t n1iles 
north-east of Haskell's and 'within sixteen miles of Carson c.itv. ,. 

1-\..U these discoveries are 'within Placer County, the ne"wly-surveyed 
State boundary being just east of them, as 'we are informed by 
a gentleman ,vho has seen the "blazes 'and monuments" of the 
Boundary Survey. Of course, it 'win require time, labor and out
lay of 1l1oney to develop the hidden ,~"ealth of these long lmkno,vn 
belts of prinleval silver. If vile are not nnstaken, an these dis
coveries are 1vithin the san1e range of mountains as the Silver 
l\.fountain districts, about eighty or a hundred Dliles to the south
,vard. 

Silver-seekers, 'with whom ,~;re have ,conversed, speak in gloV\ring 
ternlS of the mountain scenery, pure air and ,vater on the Truckee 
-and then, too, the d,elic.ious 1l10lmtain trout, and other fish i.n 
Lake Tahoe! Shade of Epicurus. lueu10ry of Sir Isaac. "\Valton! 
Ho" for a trip to Tahoe i 

A town site ,vas la.id out on the north-\vest bank of the Lake, 
near the head of Truckee river, and lots were offered for sale on 
Saturday_ 

0-

Knoxville, near the lllouth of Sqlla\V ,raIley, is building up, 
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and creature eOlllforts are said to be plenty there. (\\T e have good 
authority in saying, that the rock in 1\1r. I{nox's silver lode, taken 
out thirty-five feet from the surface, yields $35 to the ton. This 
is the most promising Assa.y 1ve have hea.rd of about Squaw Val-
ley rock.). . . , 

The foregoing remarks, as our readers will observe, is the 
b'n:ght side of the silver question.. . . .9, 

Without benefit of paragraphing, and thi.s possibility to lure 
the too-sanguine reader right on into ' a different look at things, 
the C ourie?'" s article proceeded to picture something else anent 
Squaw VaHey experience: 

'Ve would now utter a ,vol"d of ca.·ut·io"n: 'Vhile there are 
reported assays of rock said to be found in and about SqU3"\V 'Tal-

. ley, giving very fia ttering returns,t most of V\That ,ve hear is t.oo 
indefinite and inta.ngible, for a prudent nlan to rely upon. Even 
in eases where reliable Assayers have given their recei.pts, the 
attending circumstances need to be well eared for. For the benefit 
of those concerned, ,ve give an instance or two falling tmder our 
notice. \\T e have been sh01vn a button of silver at the Assay office 
of G. G. 'Vebster, of this place, reduced from 200 grains of rock 
assa.yed as Squa.,v 'l alley rock, ,vhich gaye the value of $1,010.78 
pel' ton t The party offering' the rock, took it as rock from the 
new diggings, and so believed it to be, though not ,claiIning to 
have dug it out by hilnself. AU indications tend to the con·c[,u.s"l~o ·n 
that this ,vas a piece of 1"ock /-to'in l-Ya.shoe. Again, another assay 
",vas made at the same offiee of roc.k bro't [s'i.c J in already pttlver
'l~zed; the assay was satisfa.ctory, chiefly i.n gold.. The fact has 
sinee been ascertained tha.t the rock ,vas pounded by a ma.n 
engaged in buying gold dust. In this ease, the assayer's certificat,e 
may induce, innocently, a purchase into a pile of rocks, instead 
of taking stock in another man's mortar-the probable true 
source of the good assay. "VvT e have r ,eason to believe that horse
trading is a very innocent amusement compared to fancy stock 
brokerage. Therefore I say, LOOK OUT. 9 

'Vebster-Forest HiB's G. ·G. 'Vebster, attorney, notary, and 
chief assayer-took pains to keep his integrity unchallenged. 
Adverti.sing his sevel"al talents i.n the Place1" Courie1", he declared: 

. lNIELTING DONE IN PRESENCE OF THE DEPOSITOR .• 9 

From Squa \v Valley itself to the C oU1"ier came a letter signed 
"DOT'" and "\vritten at Knoxville on August 17. Containing a 
peculiar mixture of joyful anticipation, ca,ution, and a hearty 
pro-Union stand, the letter stated : 

I 1vill endeavor to be c.a.ndid in giving my observations of this 
and the surrounding country. Too often do those sending com
m unica.tions fronl newly -discovered diggings greatly exaggerate, 
a.nd thereby many V\Tho are Dlaking a g'Ood livelihood, possessed of 
comforta.ble homes, and laying up a few dollars from week to 
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1veek, are induced to leave at onee for the Hue\v discoverie~." But 
hoV\ll' nlany thousands return disappointed, fully determined never 
again tD get exeited over "nevv DiscDveries f~' Yet from among the 
hundreds \vho have visited this locality, ,vho can tell the nunlber 
that have been to Caribou, Sahnon Hi v'er, l{ern River, and Gold 
Lake 1- Yet, sir, I 1-vould not conlpare this section to those localities. 
If you renlember, five or six hundred dollars per day was spoken 
of as CDmnlon in 'Vashoe-and 'when you hear of three and four 
hundred dolla.rs assay per ton fronl "'croppings," just you think 
of fornler days. Yet, such an assay might not be impossible; a 
small piece upon the outside very rich, and yet the ledge might 
not pay. 

But .of one thing' I am fully convinced-in this sect.ion is a 
large a.n [sic] amount of rock that cDntains silver and gold; judg
ing from .opinions expressed by persons here, ,vho have resided in 
Washoe for tWD and three years, 1vho ha.ve opera ted in and are 
acquainted with silver rock, I have come to the conclusion that the 
"indications" here are similar to the early prospects of ,Tirginia 
city and Gold Hill mines. But to develop the richness of different 
ledges, here" "Win take tiIne, money and labor. Should the result 
prove equal to the "indications,'" California, no,v the champion 
of Gold, will enter the ring to contend f01" the Silver belt also . 

... I\s far as asays have been obtained here, they a.re all from 
"croppings" only-exc,ept one claim at Haskell's diggmgs, and 
t.he "Georgetown" here. The latter have sunk a shaft forty feet 
in depth. At the conunencenlen t, the rock assayed from three to 
four dollars per ton; but as they descended, at the distance a hove 
stated, the pay increased to forty -t,vo dollars per ton. 

1\fuch will yet be done this Fall to develope [sic] these mines, 
and the fact fully established that this section abounds in silver. 
New comers arrive every day, and I believe none fail to get some 
"feet." N eV\T ledges are discovered fr,equently, and some of the 
last found bear appearances of the best rock. Whatever there is in 
this IDeality, \-,rill, ,vith perseveranee chal"acteristie of Califor
nians, be discovered. 

l\1r. Editor, I do not want to be, nDr am I, visionary, regarding 
the "prospects" here, but I have seen enough t() con vince Dle that 
great ind ucemen ts exist to develop these mines. They evidently 
exist frDm the headwaters of the American river to the U nc]e 
Abe and Juniper c-reek diggings .over forty square miles. 

Quite a settlement has sprung upon the ea.st hank of the 
Truckee, opposite Squaw V a.lley. Knoxville is the na.me of the 
place. I t contains five provision stores" two clothing stores, one 
ea t.ing house, called the "Union," presided over by a Frenehman" 
fonsieur Weed-one meat lllarket, one blacksnlith shop, fruit 

stand, hay yard, &c. 
A. large number of specimens of roek have been sent for assay 

to different plaees, and when I can learn the result, I ,viU write 
agaIn. 

'Vein tend giving the largest Union ma.jority here, a·ceording 
to the number of votes east, of any preeinct in the county.l.O 
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There 'vas, in this same month, another correspondent of 
a different kind in the 8quaw VaHey area ,vhose opinions did 
not tally with those of "DOT." William Henry Brewer, brilliant 
member of California's first official geologica] survey team, hap
pened t o travel that ,yay in late August ¥lhen Squa,v ValIey"s 
silver fever "ras at its height. 

Bre,ver ,\vas an acute observer and a fine geologist. Knoxville's 
"creat ure comforts" under his candid, amused gaze ,vere listed 
for 1Nhat they were; Squa,\v VaHey's. mines struck his trained eye 
as ,vol"thless. On August 27 , 1863, having come through the area 
north of Lake Tahoe and camped "on the Truckee River" near 
the mouth of Squa,\v Valley, Bre,\reI' shaped a typical report by 
letter t o his family in the far-a '\vay East. Beginning "dth a 
description of his party's journey t o Tahoe, the letter reads: 

VO{ e struck o'ver a ridge, can1e to the lake ag'ain at its north end, 
then left it entirely, erossing' a high volc.anic ridge and sinking 
into a. ne1V 111ining dist.rict 'which is just starting-a ne\v exc.ite
lllent, and the people are pouring in. 1-\..s \ve ""vent cl01vn a canyon 
we l)assecl nUll1erous prospeeting holes, 'where lllore or less searc.h 
llas been made fo.r silver ore. Sinee the in1n1ense 'wealth of the 
\Vashoe Inines has been den10nstra ted, people are crazy on the sub
jec.t of siz..-ve·r. 

'1"T e passed through the t01vn of Centerville,. its streets all staked 
o.ff all10ng the trees, notices of elain1s of to'Wll lo.ts on trees ancl 
stun1ps and stakes" but a.s yet the to·u_rn is not built. One cabin-· 
hut, I should say-:with a brush roof, is the sole representative 
of the Inansions that are to be. Three miles belo.w is Elizabeth
to\Vll, a t01vn of equal preten tions and lllore actual houses, boast
ing of t,yO or three. ,Ve stopped at the main sf o're, a shanty t1velve 
feet square, mad·e by driving stakes ' into the ground,. siding t:\·Vo. 
sides 1vith split boards, and then c.overing with brush. Bacon, 
salt, pepper ~ tobac.co, flour, and n10re than all, poor 1vhiskey" are 
kept. The miners have can1 ps-generaUy SOlne brush to keep off 
the sun and deVil'; but as often nothing. SOUle blankets lying 
beside the brook, a tin kettle, a tin c.up, and a bag of provisions, 
tell of the horne of some adventurous w'andering man. "T e passed 
the to'wn a.nd c.alnped two n1iles beyond" in Tiu1-i-lic.k ,! alley. The 
day had been ,varm, but the night ,vas cold enough to Blake it up, 
the t en1perature sank to 20° F., twelve degrees beloVi' the freezing 
point . 

.... ~ ugust 26 our animals eloped in the early lllorning and it took 
us u ntil ten o'cloc.k to find them and pack up. . . . 

"l ell, ,ye struc.k over the mountains for the Truckee R,iver, to 
this plaee, ,,,here neV\r 111ines have "broken out"-a t least, a new 
exci te1nen t.. 'AT e crossed a high volcanic. ridg'e, very roug'h trail, 
aU the V\ray through an open forest of pines and firs, as one finds 
every\v here here, and can1 ped on the river about Knoxville. Here 
I have been exa.n1ining the '~indica tions" today. Six ,veeks ago, 
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I hear, there ·w"ere but t,vo miners here; no,,,,, there are six hundred 
in this district. A to·wn is laid off, the place boasts of one or t,vo 
"hotels," several saloons, a butcher shop, a bakery, cloOthing stores, 
hard"vare and nlining tools, etc .-all in a bon t four ,veeks. 

I ,vould give twenty-five dollars for a good photogra.ph of that 
"street." .. 1\ trail runs through it, for as yet a \vagon has not 
visited these parts. The buildings spoken of are not four-story 
brick or granite edifices-not one has a floor, nqt one has a chair 
or table, except such as could be lnade on the spot. This shanty, 
in the shade of a tree, 1\ .. ith roof of brush,_ has a sign out~ '-'IT nion 
Clothing Store.~' I dined t,oday at the "(; nion Hotel"-a part of 
the roof ,vas covered ,vith canvas, but lllost of it \vith bushes
and so on to the end of the clla pter. The cro"rd-only men (neither 
'VOlllen nor children ar-e here yet) -are aU W"oOr king or speculating 
in "feet!" . . . .11 

Bre,ver, as he usually 'vas, \vas right, but even the enthusiastic 
"DOT" seemed to have caught onto the truth by this time. 
"D OT' s" second, and last, communication to the C our-ier Vlas dated 
August 25, and \vas also 'vritten from KnoxviHe, but only the 
last t\VO short paragraphs of the long conlIDunication mentioned 
Squaw 'lalley. Nearly ten inches of type were necessary to repro
duce the main part of "DOT' s" letter, 'v hich ¥las an impa.ssi.oned 
plea for Union votes in the September elections. Appended to 
this political shouting \\7as a local report of decidedly luke\varm 
temperature: 

The silver excitement here has abated to such an extent that 
our people ha.ve gone toO ,,",ork in good earnest. 'Quite a. number 
of claims ·will he ,vorked this Fan and 'Vinter. Several tunnels 
a.re already cOllllllenced and the active sounds of industry greet 
the ne,,! COIner on every side, proving to the111 that t.here is a deter
milla. tion to solve the silver problem "rhich is believ - [ s-£c] to be 
buried in the bosonl of our niountains. 

A number of assays have been had. Every COlllpany which has 
had an assay, has cOlll1nenc:ed preparing- for \vinter. This is an 
indica tion of eonfidence in the lodes "rhich ha.ve been assayed. 
I tell you~ illr. Editor, "It 'l:S here 1" You nlay talk to me of silver 
on the brain-but. our rock beats any Ulan's brains in the coOuu
trv.1.2 

~. 

The onset of ,vinter at Squa"r Vaney's rugged, high elevation, 
along with continued' disappointnlents from the mi.nes, put a 
quick end to early enthusiasms. Some of the dogged "discoverers" 
stayed on, but depopulation was ,videspread and rapid. Knoxville, 
which had boasted a thousand citizens and a bra.ss hand \v hen 
autumn came, ,vas a deserted village by late spring of 1864. Five 
others of the original seven "to'vns" had virtually dis.appeared 
by spring, some of them never developing beyond the embryonic 
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stage of their platt.ing. The forest closed in over the abandoned 
remains of Elizabethtown, ClaraviHe, Centerville" Neptune City" 
and Modiosho; a scant fe\v months later, Knoxville had vanished 
,vith them. 

It has been 94 years since the little Placer C ou.rier first put 
Squaw ,l alley on the map. The Courier has long since vanished .. 
Nothing ever revived six of the seven nascent little citi,es in the 
"Summit" and the "Red, White, and Blue" Mining Districts. 

But once again there are crowds of people in the quiet vaHey 
under Squavl Peak. "S'QUAW VALLEY FEVER" in 1957 has 
taken an Olympic turn. 

NOTES 
l.Plac,er l1,'"eekly Oou.rier, .July 18, 1863 .. [The files of the Oour·ier are in the 

Univ,ersity of Nevada Library.] 
211J·i.d·., July 25, 1863. 
sYirginia City Even'ing B'uUeUn, July 24, 1863. The B ·ulleUn' 8 confused men

tion of a "Lake Truckee" and th.e already-out.moded terming of Tahoe as 
Bigler indicates something in the ",'"ay of the Comstock's pecnliar isolation, 
both as to outlook and geography. At least the Oo·u,ri.er's arti,cle appended a 
better location of Squaw Vaney than did the B "ulleUn'8. (The files of the 
llJ-ven.i::ng B ·ulleUn. are in the University of Nevada Library.] 

40o 'ur-ier~ July 25, 1863. 
5Ib·id. The Virginia E·ven-in·g Bu.llet-i:n did not mention Squa,v Valley again 

in July, unless tacitly in a tart paragraph emphasizing that there was no 
truth to published reports that a rush fro'ln Washoe was in progress. 

6Ib-id. 
lIbld. , Au.gust 6, 1863. No doubt the second town was ClaravHle, Knox

ville!s immediate suburb. The Oour·ier'8 July 25,. 1863, :reference to a town in 
the district as '"Tahoe City" seems to have been guesswork, as Tahoe City 
itself was not platted until some time later. 

BIb-i-d. Elizabethtown was the metropolis of this second district .. Somewhere 
in between Elizabethto\vn .and. Knoxville were scattered: :N eptune City,. Center
vine, and }Iodiosho-the last-named being an Indian word for quartz. 

9Ibid:.! August 13, 1863. 
lDI1J·-i.d.! August 20, 1863. 
llWHliam H. Brewer, Up' a.:n"d Down OaUjorn·ia -i-n 1860-1864 (Berkeley: 

Uni.versity of California Press, 1949), PP. 1,14 ,1-15. 
12Couriel\August 29 1863. This issue was the next to the last under the 

name: Pla·ce'r C01u"ier; Lynch and MundaU, the Oo'ur·ie-r!8 owners, took their 
press across the Sierra to the Comstock, and there they revived the Oottrier 
under a different name-great in pioneer journalism in Nevada: the Gold Hill 
E ··ve·n·ing N e·tD 8 .• The issue of September 2, 1863" is mutilated; hence there is 
no ne',vs about the ·~diggings" at Squaw Valley. 
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LETTERS FROM A NEVADA DOCTOR TO 
HIS DAUGHTER IN CONNECTICUT 

(1881-1891) 
Commentary, Notes, and Transcription 

By RUSSELL R. ELLIOTT 

Hamilton, Nevada, the original county seat of White Pine 
County, and the locale of the letters, was one of the most famous 
of the early Nevada mining booms. A fabulously rich discovery 
in the fall of 1867 led to one of the most exciting, if shortest
lived, mining excitements in Western history. Thousands flocked 
to the area in the years between the discovery date and 1870. 
Within a short time, five communities ,vere established: Hamil
ton, the center of the rush, ,vith a. population estimated at 10,000 
during the peak of the boom; Treasure City, some '9000 feet above 
sea level, near the top of Treasure Hill, with an estimated popu
la tion of 6000; ShermantO\Vll,. betvileen Treasure Hill and White 
Pine l\lountain; S,vans.ea, about three-fourths of a mile north of 
Shermantown; and Eberhardt, in Applegarth's. Canyon at the 
bottom of Treasure Hill. Each of the latter three camps had esti
mated populations, ranging from three to five thousand persons~1 

At Hamilton, during the boom, conditions "vere Httle short of 
chaotic. People from aU ,valks of life, capitalists, merchants, farm
ers,miners, adventurers" "Bummers," men of all trades and 
men of no trade, women of all kinds, even boys and girls came 
to White Pine. The town was soon filled with thieves,murderers, 
prostitutes., gamblers, and desperadoes of every stamp a.nd nation
ality. N evvr arrivals in the spring of 1869 numbered fifty to one 
hundred a day .. Some of these came by tra.in to Elko, the rest. of 
the way by stage. Others came in buggies, on horses, or even 
walked, begging and stealing as they came. 

Unfortunately, the mineral "'Tealth of the area did not keep pace 
"vith the excitement created by the first discovery, and within 
a fe, v years the to"\vn was on the decline. 2 Incorporated in 1869, 
disinGorporated in 1875, the fina.l blow to Hamilton's glory came 
in 1887 when Ely became the county seat after a. disastrous fire 
had des.troyed the White Pine County Courthouse at Hamilton 
in 1885. 

During the period covered by the Herrick letters, roughly from 
1881 to February 1891, Hamilton \vas. rapidly becoming a ghost 
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town, thus the comments of Dr. Herrick provide the reader ,vith 
many intel"esting sidelights of a boom mining camp going 
through the process of decay. 

The author of the letters, Dr. H. S. Herrick, was born and 
reared at Schaghticoke, New York. After .obtaining an educa
tion, probably at Yale, Herrick left the East, arriving in Cali
fornia in 1854. For some reaSOD, not disclosed in the letters, he 
left his family in the East. T'his may very well have been intended 
as a temporary separation, the family to follow later. 'The lettel"S, 
however , give no indication that he ever returned East, or that 
he ever requested his family to join him. 

Dr. Herrick came to Nevada in 1860 and to Hamilton in 18-69; 
thus he knevv Hamilton in its days of glory and in its decline. 
A t Hamilton he played an active role in community atf airs, acting 
as county doctor for many years,3 and as County Superintendent 
of Schools for a number of terms between 1869 and his death. 

Besides these activities as county doctor, and county school 
superintendent, Dr. Herrick also owned a small drugstore \vhich 
brought him into close contact "\vith the daily life of the inhabi
tants. According to the business letterheads, this old-time drug
store bears a rather close resemblance to it.s modern counterpart; 
for not only ,vas Herrick advertised as an l\1.D. but also as a 
Druggist, a Dealer in Drugs, ]Vledicines" Perfunlery, Paints, oils, 
brushes and sponges. And as the letters thenlsel ves indicate, he 
also sold groceries such as onions and cabbages. 

The letters, \vrit.ten to his daughter, reveal an educated but 
very lonely man trying desperately to hang onto certain marks 
of civilization, marks ,vhich become dearer as the years bring 
increasing debility to him and continued decline to the commun
ity. 

There is lit.tle doubt that Herrick ,vished to leave Hamilton 
and settle permanently in California, but like so many other 
businessmen in mining communities he found himself "\vith an 
in vestnlent ,vhich proved to be a stone around his neck \v hen the 
decline in nlineral production began. 

The Herrick letters, noW in the Nevada Historical Society 
Museum, Reno, Nevada, al~e presented to the reader basically 
as vlritten, \vith editorial comnlents or emendations only vlhere 
s nch seem necessary to an understanding of the text. The doctor 
evidently suffered a paralytic stroke a.bout the time the first 
letter appears, and a lthough the "vriting is quite legible, it is 
apparent that many mistakes of punctuation, gramnlar, and mis
spelled words, ca.n be attributed to infirmities caused by this 
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condition aggravated by old age. In spite of many repetitions the 
letters do draw an excellent picture of a mining camp during its 
decline, and add spice by the interesting comments on medical 
practices of the period. 

Hamilton, March 28, 1881 
Dear Daughter, 

Yours I\:iaI'ch 19th is received, also your picture, "\vhich I think 
is excellent. I can see some ,changes fl"om the previous ones. You 
speak about having one of your mother's copied,. taken tV\renty 
years ago. I have one taken about that time, ,vhen I ,vas about 
leaving for Cal [iforniaJ in 1854. Your mother sits with you on 
her lap, that picture I have, when you were about 2 years of 
age. She sent me another, '~vith you in the same position as before, 
then 2 pictures of herself separately. AU these I yet have, so it 
win not be worth,v hile to have copies of that date taken . . . . 
Yon say she has changed very much and I ,vould hardly kno,v 
her. Wen I have changed very much in .27 years and a very per
ceptible in the last 10 years. "This v,ror ld is full of changes.' , It 
is one of the qualities of nature. When I requested her pictul"e, 
I did not expect to see a young ,voman of five and t"\venty as I 
once sa\v her. I don't think, judging by past occurences,. that she 
,vants me to see her in any shape, so let it go. I shan never make 
any more requests of any kind. I am here alone in the world and 
expect to live and die alone. I have been alone ~,~ths of my life 
time, and in fact, know no difference" consequently it has become 
a second nature for me to live alone. I have cooked and kept house 
about all the time since I caDle on the Pacific Coast, because at 
first I had to do it, now I do the same because I am better satis
fied. I do many things at pl"esent 'v hich I Vlas not alone, ,vould 
be other,vise. I am one that has. learned not to grumble when I 
cant have things as I wish and desire. . . . . You speak about 
smallpox. I ,vas vacinated "\vhen a child and then about 20 years
ago, have been a great deal exposed since, but have never taken 
it although it does not hurt to be vaccinated once in 10 years. 
It has been terrible in Troy [N e,v York] during the past winter 
hundreds have died. It has been very bad in San Francisco and 
also in Virginia City [Nevada] .. It has not been here since 1869. 
I have attended persons in aU diseases in ¥l hich flesh is heir to 
but of all loa thesonle, which caps the climax, I must say small
pox takes the preference. You speak about the present and com
ing generation in American schools and institutions. All over 
the U. S. states, it is seen and felt. In aU minjng camps, the 
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trouble of strikes is all caused by this foreign element, and it is 
growing daily. As long as there is so much ignorance among the 
laboring classes, so long there will be differ,ences. There was a 
stl"ike in a camp about 200 miles from [here] not long since .. 
The strikers said no one should work to fill their places. During 
the wal" or fight severa.l were killed. The mines ,vere shut down 
and t he very strikers lost hundreds of dollar.s, '\Thich is · ah\Tays 
the case. I expect the forreign element has very much increased 
since I was a citizen in Conn [ ecticut ] . It is increasing all over 
the U. S. states, our poor-houses, Hospitals and Prisons are filled 
with forl'"eighners, that is in majority. This element rules now 
in one sense in politics, ,vhichever side gets this vote carries the 
day. You speak about the severity of the winter East, here, it 
has been very nlild, the most so knoy~Tn since inhabited by Whites. 
A great deal of snow has fallen, often heavy '\vinds, but not 
very cold. Our sno,\v is pretty much gone, except on the moun
tains which lasts tiH sunlmer, often all sunlmer. In regard to your 
!lother's health, you did not state what was the direct complaint 

outside of her sore eye. Does she have any cough, perhaps she 
will recuperate '\vhen ,v"arm weather al"rives. Since I,vTote last 
I have been very much better in my lanleness, how long it win 
last., ean't say, my general health is very good at present. Times 
are about the same as they have been for the past six months. The 
mines of White Pine at present don't pay to '\vork them at the 
present prices of silver. Labor is $4 per day, then to take out 
the hauling of the ores, expenses of tools and po'\vder with the 
milling of the ores, rock that runs $50 per ton nothing is left 
the o,\vners. There are many claims that '\viII pay if silver ,vas 
at the old standard. I am intel"ested in a clainl that '\vould bring 
me in a good sum n1onthly, if silver ¥las at t.he old price. N o'\v it 
is laying idle like thousands of others. I don't know what I '\vill do 
in the future. I don't calculate to ever settle again in another 
lVlining Camp. If I can sell out I ,viU do so, even at a small sacri
flee. All over N ev [ada] it is dul times, but little is doing on the 
great Comstock lode. It is reported over 5000 are out of employ 
and hundreds are just living and '\vaiting for something to tUl"ll 
up. So far I have kept my own house as much as I had a year 
ago. What I make, I save. Hundreds ,vho had means a year ago 
are no'\v dead broke by the falling of stocks .. Wen my way is to 
hold on t.in I can do better. A great blow ,vas made about Cherry 
'Creek last faH,4 a great many went there,. but have not done 
much better than those who stayed .. It would be a good camp if 
silver comes up. . 
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One great drawback to Nev[adaJ is the cost of freight. T'he 
Central Pacific rates are exhorbitant in all freight. It cost eight 
times as much as freighting East. If N ev [ada] ever gets reason
able rates on l"ailroads then the state ,vill improve. The whole 
state is not good for anything else hut mining. When this business 
is flourishing, then it pays to farm. As it is at present, fal"ming 
win not support a man. I ,vas much pleased with the inagural 
of Garfield. I think he has made a good Cabinet selection., Hope 
it win prove a good administration. I will write again April 1st 

I " 

and send a money order. My paynlents come at that time. 

From your N ev [ada] F [ather] 
H. S. HERRICK 

Hamilton, Jan. 12th 1882. 
Dear Daughter, 

Your very welcome letter. of Jan.2d is received. I am quite 
well at present except my lameness, ,vhich is not much better 
than it was a month ago. I ride now whenever called out any 
distance. I am in less weight that at any time for the past five 
years. I am still some rest less at night times. Sometimes have to 
take something for insomnia. I think I win be an right when I 
get strength. You make the interrogatory concerning my ances
tors. My great grandfather on my mother's side was from Roland 
raised as a farmer 8 miles fronl Amsterdam. My grandfather 
on my mother's si.de came from the town of Letterkenny, County 
of Donegal, Ireland. His name was Daniel S"venney, came over 
to N. Y. 96 years ago. Came to Schaghticoke, went into business 
as a ,veaver, married my grandmother whose nanle was Sarah 
Groesbeck. When my mother, who was the oldest of the family 
was a year old, the family went to Johnstown 30 miles from 
Schaghticoke, and settled on a fa.rm.My grandmother had four 
children, 2 girls 2 boys. The youngest boy was Daniel by name, 
when he was about a year old my grandfathel" died, after his 
demise, the family came back to Schaghticoke, where all the 
family ,vereraised except an aunt by the name of Susan ,vho went 
and lived with a sister of my grandmother in the to\vn of Green
field, Saratoga County 10 miles west of Saratoga Springs. My 
two uncles or brothers of my mother, one after whom I was 
named died in Greenfield since I was east, was killed on the rail
road. Daniel Swenny di.ed in Lansingburg, his widow is still liv
ing. My ancestors of the Herrick family are ,said to come from 
England in 1750, three brothers, one settled in Maine, one in 
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Conn. the 3d in Dutchess County N. Y. My grandfather H. was 
a grandson of the 'one settled in N. Y. My grandmother on my 
fathers side was bo.rn in Shrewsbury, Conn. whose maiden name 
was Adams. She was married to grandfather in Dutchess County 
and after this event moved to Pittstown, Renssalaer County, 
N. 'y'. bought a farm raised their family and died in the farm 
where Uncle Smith died. The farm is no,v in the hands or occu
pied by a cousin, a son of Wm. Herrick. The farm of my grand
father is still in the family. As Charles. has the farm of my 
great-grandfather Groesbeck. There you see as to blood I am _ 
something of three different nations. My grandmother on my 
mother's side ,\\l'as a relative of the Knickerbockers. If nly memory 
is right my gI'eat-grandmother was a Knickerbocker. All those 
Dutch f anlilies of Schaghticoke are of distant relations. I see 
you are reading the history of the Dutch Republic. It is many a 
year since I perused it. I "rould like to. read more of history than 
I do, but vvhat loose time I have outside of my business, is in the 
perusal of medical wOI'ks and ,vriting. By your account o.f the 
wea.ther East, it corresponds to this region. We have had pleasa.nt 
weather, most of the time aU the fall and through Dec. and Jan. 
till \vithin the last 4 days, it is no, v cold and some sno,v . It has 
been the remarkable \vinter ever kno,Vll on this coast. It is also 
the hardest times ,ever known. 'Ve do not expect good times tin 
the discount on silver is removed by remonetization and when 
that 'v ill be times must determine. I feel very much better to 
think' I am again able to be around and see to my affairs. I can't 
vlrite yet with that facility I could before I ,vas ta"ken sick, still 
I am gradually gaining under numerous t onics. I was not out 
Christmas or N e\v Years to take a.ny dinners, lots of eatables 
were brought to me. I have many good-hearted friends in these 
regions. Everybody called when I \vas sick. I did not ,,,ant for 
anything, did not have any expense except ,vatcheI's. It cost $8 
per day, for men to be on hand. It is very expensive to be sick 
here, at the best. Still it don't trouble me if I only fully recuper
ate. I suppose you are again teaching. I "rill novv close hoping 
soon to hear from you. 

From your N ev [ada] F [ ather] in love 

IP.S, ] Emma Ralston,DanieI's Daughter 
lost her only .child some 4 weeks ago. 
You ,viII see the account in the 
T,"oy Thnes. 

H. S. HERRICK 
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I returned home last evening after ,an absence of one month. 
I feel very much better than I d.id before leaving. I am lame in 
my right hand, got hurt in coming from the railroad. It was 
very rough by stage .. It is a very pleasant journey to Cal. except 
the 45 miles by stage at this season of the . year. I had a very 
nice and pleasant time in Cal. took what is called Turkish baths, 
which helped me very much. I always take them when at San 
Francisco., It takes about .2 hours to go through the ordeal. These 
baths consist in ste,aming and rubbing. San Francisco is a great 
place, never saw a place like it in all my travels. There is every
thing there one can imagine to amuse. One can live cheaply as 
much so as in N. Y. I went out saHing' in the Bay, visited the Cliff 
House on the ocean beach, ,vhich is a great place of resort. One 
can stand on the cliffs and look off upon the Pacific Ocean and 
see the ,vaves roll mountain high. There are high rocks about 
100 yards from the shore where hundreds of sea Hons crawl out 
to sun themse]v,es on a warm day,. they look like so many hundreds 
of yellow dogs.. They have a tan like a fish, four legs, and head 
like a dog, they are continually howling. A more f.erocious look
ing animal is not known. They have enormous teeth and a good 
sized lion can bite a common dog in two pieces. The Cliff is going 
to be a great place of resort in time. The man who owns. it is 
making it all that art can adorn it. I would like very much to live 
permanently in Cal. on account of the good climate. I ,,,,in go 
there as soon as. I can close up business here. As regards. making 
money it is no better than the states. Californians are a fast 
people. It is very cold here at the present time, snow about a 
foot. I hated to come back tin warm weather was around. White 
Pine is pleasant in the summer but awful in winter., I suppose 
you are again teaching, hope you a.nd your mother are in health. 
Shan s.oon expect to hear from you. 

From your N ev. [ada] F [ ather] in love, 
H. S. HERRICK. 
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Hamilton 
March 22, 1882. 

Dear Daughter 
Yours of Feb. 27th was. returned to me last evening. When I 

left that city I gave\vord to the P.O. to for\vard my letters to 
Hamilton. So yours came last evening. I wrote you on my return 
home. I ought to have remained longer in Cal. but Vlas obliged 
to come back on account of more patients in the hospital. The 
Doctor I left in charge did not give satisfaction, consequently, 
I ,vas obliged to return or l"esign ,vhich I did not ,vant to do as 
long as I do business inH [amilton] . The trip did me some good. 
I have felt much better since my return. A change from the 
mountains is help to me at anytime and to go to CaL is m nch 
better. I t was disagreeable some part of the ti.me on account 
of rain. The contrast was very great in coming from green fields 
and gardens of flo,vers to these regions of ice and sno,v. We have 
to ride in ,vagons 45 TIli1es over hills and mountains before arriv
ing at the narro\v gage railroad, then go 90 miles \vhen "\ve are 
at the C [ entral ] P [ acific ] then 600 to Cal. or San Francisco. 
It costs heavily toO travel in this country. My passage down and 
back was $108. "'bile at the Bay City I took ,vhat is called the 
Tul" ki.sh baths, it takes t\VO and a half hours to go through the 
ordeal. I have never found anything that seemed to relieve me 
as much. I took them every other da.y, it Vlon't do to take them 
every day.. They are to ,veakening. The ordeal is very soothing. 
The first operation is to sit in an easy chair in a hot room till 
the perspiration flows freely. Then go into another room a.nd 
perspire still nlore freely than in the first, this takes an hour 
or more, then a man goes through manipulations "\vith water 
& soap by rubbing and brushing. Then one is put under a sho,ver 
bath of tepid ,vater after '\vhich another rubbing is given then 
one is wrapped in woolen blankets and sleep as long as you please, 
on rising another sho"\yer bath is given and rubbing,. then dress 
and sit in a comfortable room & read papers ~'-2 hour, this ends 
the progranl. One coOmes out feeling a complete ne\v person. There 
is about everything in San Francisco to amuse and please, every
thing to catch one's money, it to spend. There are several theaters 
going nightly of different grades. a.nd kinds. On Sunday the great 
place of resort aside from churches is Woodards' gardens, here 
is a regular l\ienagirie, numerous aquarians with a pond of salt 
water ,vith a high rock in the centre ,vhere the sea lions can come 
out upon. These lions ","ere caught and put in this pond, they are. 
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fed once a day on fish.. It is a great curiosity to see them come 
up at a ,vhistle can to eat. AU kinds of fish are in the aquarians 
which are made of glass. Every Sunday there is a regular Theater 
and all kinds of gymnastics are performed with polytechnics. 
The l\luseum and gardens of flowers are not to be excelled in 
any part of this ,vorld. The Sunday I ,vas there twenty thousand 
people ,vere assembled. The most interesting place to. me of all 
was the art gallery, here is everything in art in the \vay of fine 
pictures and drawings with statuary of the finest in the world. 
There is also a fine library attached, .one can obtain anything of 
reading for the price of one doUar a year. I see you have closed 
your reading of the DutchR epublic, it has. been some years since 
I read it, I know it was. a fine histQry to read and very interest
ing. I do not have as much time to read general literature as 
I desire. I take sever.al medical magazines which takes about all 
of my spare time together ,vith the general ne,vs of the day 
coming in papers. One to be al\vays ready and proficient in any 
profession must always be a reader if not they ,,,,ill SOQn find 
themselves in the backgrQund. I am pleased to learn of the good 
health of you and your mother through the past ,vinter. I wish 
I could say the same in respect to myself, ho,vever I hope fQr 
the better. I have no idea of giving up as long as I can get around. 
Business is exceeding dul here at present, in fact, is so all over 
Nev" there is no hope unless mining starts up anew again. 
Mining stocks are very low, never ,vas so low before in Nev. 
and there is no telling when they will be economical again. All 
business is depending on this one branch, if this fails aU others 
must succumb.. I have visited, while absent, a number of places 
i.n ev., all complain of dul times. Since I came back it has been 
snu\ving ~/4ths of the time, snow is from 5 to 10 feet here in 
H [ amHton], it is now going off very fast. I will now close hoping 
that you and mother are in good health. 

From your N ev [ada] F [ ather] in love, 
H. S. HERRICK. 

Hamilton April 27th, 1882 
Dear Daughter, 

Your long looked for epistle has at la.st arrived, I am happy to 
learn that your mother and self a.re in a normal state Qf health. 
I had become a little uneasy thinking Qne or both of you might 
be on the sick list, by my not heari.ng from you. Since my return 
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from Cal. I have been in very good health, have not lost a day in 
my business.. I am still lame and I don't cherish any idea of 
ever recovering and arriving at my former standard of strength 
and activity. I was once a man of more tha.n ordinary strength, 
now I don't think my self even a half of a. ma.n. Yet I am thank
ful matters are no worse. I see you have moved from your former 
residence. I hope you are pleasantly located, and enj oy your 
house. You speak about the backwardness of spring in your sec
tion, it seems to be universal aU over the northern latitude. Here 
it i.s like winter, our mountains and hills are still white with 
"beautiful" snow, April up to the 25th was the most stormy 
month of 1882. We have had a fe'\v days of pleasant weather. 
We nevel'" calculate on any real warm weather till June, then it 
lasts tin Dec~ You say you have grown stouter of late, that is 
natural for the Herrick family.. I never weighed over 150 lbs 
till after I was 35 years. Last winter I was down to 170, now 
I am 205 lbs. I fe'el the best carrying 180 or more Ibs .. I find 
a change of climate, if only of a few weeks has a very salutary 
effect. I a.m wen satisfied that nothing of a medicinal character 
has any beneficial effect~ Since the roads have become passable, 
I take regular morning and evening walks. I am very regular 
in my habits, in fact, I always have been. I never had but one 
bad habit and that was in the use of tobacco, wh.ich I conel uded 
years .ago to abandon. I ' was never asIa ve to its use, still I 
acquired its use and it took me a long time to fully eradicate 
the appetite; even now I like the taste. I see by the Eastern 
papers aU the factories, machine shops and other establishments 
are going '\vhich must make a.n things look very lively. Here in 
Nev. it is right the reverse. Mining is at its very lowest ebb 
and when it \viH be better time must determine... If silver ever 
resumes its former standard, the mining business\vill rise. I 
have not heard from home in a long time. I guess aU are extant 
or I should have been informed. Did your mother receive this 
spring, the payment of Charles' note given for the balance due 
on the estate. The last letter I had from him,. he thought of seU
ing out. The great excitement on this coast has been the Chinese 
question.5 When the wires brought the inteHigence of the Presi
dent's veto it caused great indignation among the laboring classes. 
Arthur v;ras burned in ·effigy in every prominent place. If the bill 
red ueing the time to ten years passes and is not vetoed" it \vill 
aHay the anger to some degree. There is no \vork or business 

, I 
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i.n which the Chinese engage in but they monopolize. Having' 
to make a call, I will close as the mail goes out at lOP. M. I hope 

I 

to soon hear from you again. 

From your N ev [ ada] F (ather] in love, 
H. S. HERRICK. 

Hamilton-July 20th 1882. 
D'ear Daughter 

Your favored epistle of July 10th is received. I am sorry to 
hear of your mothers illness; perhaps the change and visit may 
prove beneficial and restore her to a normal state of health. I 
had a. sick spell for 4 days a week ago, but at present am able 
to attend to my daily practice and business. I would ]ike very 
much to take a ehange. I have ahvays found that toO change and 
travel three or four hundred miles beneficial. You did not say 
whether your mother was afflicted with any particular complaint. 
Well I see you have · a vaeation. I know that such a respite is 
very desirable among teachers and pupils, although I never 
had a vaeation while a student and teacher. My vacations were 
ahvays work to make a little money to goO on with for the next 
term; You speak about hot ,veather, East. I very wen remember 
the hot ,veather I have seen East in July & August. The most 
I ever felt the enervating effects of warm ,veather was in Cin
cinnati in aU my travels. In Cal. it is very warm, . in summer, 
but it don't have any debilitating effects. Here in White Pine 
the heat is seldom to 80° and as soon as the sun is down the 
Ther [mometer] faUs to 60° and 50°. I sleep with my windows 
open but have a blanket and quilt. Our summer so far ha.s been 
different from anyone previous during my stay here. We have 
had a number of showers during the spring and summer so 
far. The hills never pres.ented such a verdant appea.rance at 
this season of the year. Stock is favored with fine feed this year 
which makes fine m·eat. We are now having fine fruit of all 
kinds of Cal. production. The farmers of the valleys. have fine 
crops growing at present. Well I suppose you have read all about 
the fighting and kiUing in Egypt. According to all account.s 
many were massacred-innocent people. Well such is the effects 
of wars. Our school here ,vill be in session tiH Nov. then a vaca
tion till spring. July & August are pleasant months for teaching 
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anlong these elevated peaks. I subscribe for two copies of the 
Troy ,veekly times, one to be sent to you and one to my address, 
they sent the one to go to you to me \vith your name on it. I 
sent a postal card to have it corrected, have you received a copy 
regular? I have nothing to ,vrite of importance in reference to 
this region. This country is the same, no changes. Stocks are 
very lo\v at present. Many a fe,v years ago \vere considered mil
lionaires are dead broke. ~I{any ,vould like to see them rise in 
order to have a stake. Today our County Central Committee meet 
to choose delegates to the State Convention. Fall elections \vill 
soon be on hand. I nlay go to the convention. As you are having 
a vaca ti.on I hope you ,viII have no excuse in "rriting often. 

From your Nev [ada] F (ather] in love, 
H. S. HERRICK. 

Hamilton-June 27th 1883. 
Dear Daughtel", 

Your favored epistle of June 15th came to hand this evening, 
I reply immediately. I may not have time to close as I am expected 
to be called out. I see you have been sick. I think your dizziness 
aU proceeds fron1 a torpid liver and also a disordered ston1ach. 
I have had many a time of that kind of sickness in my younger 
days, more especially ,vhen teaching and while a student. I 
don't think you win be troubled with it if you attend to these t,vo 
parts. ",rhile I Ii ved in 'Cincinnati, I had such spells often, that 
clinlate did not suit my temperament.. I SUPPOs€ you are no,v 
having hot ,veather all over the East, no very \varm days have 
occured here yet, Ther[mometer] not above 80°. In CaL it has 
been terrible all through June to date. The oldest inhabitants, 
never sa 'v such intensity of heat. It has caused great damage 
to the crops and fruits. The snow is not all gone from the moun
tain peaks of White Pine Mountains. As soon as "old Sol" has 
gone behind the great ,vestern peaks and \vhile the azure bright
ness is yet to be seen in aU its beauty and s.plendor the cold 
zephyrs begin to descend making a change of 30° in less than 
an hour, all are obliged toO ,vear thick clothing in the evening . 
You speak about your mother having a small garden. I al\\l'ays 
liked a. garden; \vhile in Cal. I always had one, because I had 
plenty of good ground to cultivate, here nothing of garden truck 
is undertaken, it might grow finely for a short time, but first 
one ,vould know[,] a change of weather comesJ there is frost 
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and all is defunct. Nothing gl"O'VS in these hills and mountains. 
except bunch grass and the most hardy ,,,ild fio,vers. My health 
so far has been very good, a.nd I don't kno,,, why I have stood 
the long, cold weather and worked daily. I have had more moun
tain fever than a.ny spring since I came to H [amilton] . Some 
days I have had as high as 8 or 10 patients with mountain fever, 
which is a neI'VOUS IO¥l-type of bilious fever. If a physician 
understands it is easily treated. The fever lasts from 12 to 24 
hours under proper treatment and ,vhBe under it they generally 
think they are going to die. Women; if on the ordel" of histerical 
al"e to die, certain, but I have never lost any by this complaint. It 
. ~s a pandemic disease. Our to"\\rn has nlore business this summer 
tha.n at any time for the last 5 years. A large company ,vas 
formed in .Y. city last Jan. ,vho ha.ve repaired a large mill 
for crushing rock and are no, v ,vorking ores successfully. A 
number of Ne,v York gentlemen and ladies are out here at pres
ent. All have had the fever & I have brought all of them safely 
through. They are very tony. The first one taken sick ,vas the 
President of the Company. I ,vas sent for, he began by giving 
his orders. Interrogated by asking him. if he or I ,vas the physi
cian, he said that ,vas his custom in N. Y. I deHberately informed 
him that it ,vas not aceording to my pI"actice, he said that he 
did not ,vant my attendance. I left, about 15 hours .afterward 
I ,vas sent for, he had got a quack, '~lho has 3 or 4 things to 
give, this N. Y. gent heged me ,vith his ,vife and daughters to 
take hold of his case and in 2 hours the fever began to go do,vn 
from 108 0 to 98°. It took a "\veek to get him around as he is a 
ma.n hard on to 70 yea.rs. In three or four days his wife and 
two daughters ,vere taken down. I was employed to attend them, 
they got around before the f.ather did. So I have had the whole 
cro,vd of these "aristocrats". It has been a good bit for me as 
did not attend them. for a song. Everything is high here and I 
'give them to understand that Doctors services were in pl"opor
tion. This cro,vd ride out d.aily, sometimes in carriages at other 
times horse back. They enjoy themselves hugely, the young men 
are regular dudes and ape English and Fl"ench styles. I have 
quite a classical library for this country. One of these "dudes" 
with the young ladies was in my office one day and he interro
gated me to kno,v ,vhat use I made of such books. I told him I 

. kept them for anyone to read who ,vished toO peruse them. 'Ah, 
he said, how kind you are. One of the ladies opened to the ode 
of Horace in 'ars poetica' and asked him to read it, he said :in 



28 Letters F1~o1n a N €'vada Docto'r 
, 

his d.~ule style that it was so long since he had perused Horace 
that it had gone from him,. She then asked me to read it which I 
did. This young snob is a graduate of Yale,. at least he pretends. 
He says that he has been studying 3 years the profession of law. 
They brought out all the dainties and nicknacks imaginable,. 
because they had an idea that nothing could be found here to 
eat. I have something nice sent daily. Two niger waiters are, . 
along. They propose to return to N. Y. the last of August. Well 
I guess this will do for this tim,e ... I hope you\viU have a good 
vacation and fully recuperate. 

From your N ev [ada J F [ather ] in love, 
H. S. HERRICK. 

Hamilton, Nev. Jan. 12th, 1884. 
Dear Daughter 

Your very welcome epistle of Dec. 7th came to hand sometinle 
days since. I ,vas then very lame and could not "Trite. I have 
not been very well for over a month. I caught a severe cold-I 
have not been on my trip to Cal. as I expected. My being laid 
up has delayed a.n things,. I had to employ more help on account 
of this trouble. I am happy to learn that yOUl" mother and self 
are in normal health .. We have had the most remarkable faH 
and \vinter ever known, since '\rVhite Pine was diseov~l"ed. It 
has been almost one succession of pleasant "rea ther. Some little 
snow has fallen on the mountains. In the valleys it is like sum
mer. We expect to catch it by and by. \Vell the great days of 
observance is over. I did not keep them but had to stay at home .. 
A number of the ladies sent in dishes, so I had plenty to eat. You 
speak about dul times East.. I guess it is as dul an over the 
,vor ld. I don't kno\v of a place in N ev. or Cal. where there is 
good times. Here "\ve don't expect much in the ,vinter. Virginia 
City it is like night. We expect better times here this spring. An 
English Co. and a N.Y. Co. are making prepar.ations for ,vork 
this spring. I hope things ,viII improve because such times as we 
have had the last 4 yeal"s is discouraging. You speak about 
a ttending lectures. I never go here because Vle don't have any. 
When I am in Cal. I go to churches and hear lectures. I take 
Troy Times, Toledo Blade and any amount of M,edicaI magazin-es, 
so I get plenty of reading. There is one thing singular a.bout my 
eye-sight. I can read daytimes without glasses. I have been a 
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student all my life and yet my sight is better than most of men 
my a.ge. If I was only well in my limbs I would be a. very good 
man yet. I ha ve to "rrite with a quil pen at present on account 
of my lame hand-if you can read all right-must no'\v close 
hoping to soon hear from you. 

Dear Daughter, 

From your Nev[ada] F [ather] in love, 
H.S.H. 

Hamilton, Nev. May 20, 1884 . 

Your epistle of April 30th arrived some 10 days ago, while 
absent. I was out of town 5 days on professional business and 
since my return I have been hUl"ried night and day and had all 
I could at,tend, in ,vriting business letters. I see you have been 
un,\veU and threatened vvith pneumonia, ' which is a terrible com
plaint there if allowed to run to the 2d stage. We have it here 
sometimes very severe, during the past '\vinter I have not had 
a case. This ·last letter is the first I have had from you since 
Jan. You must be mistaken about sending one, giving an account 
of the accident of your mother, if you sent one, I never received 
it, secondly I ,vould have renlembered it and I would have the 
letter on hand. Your Grandmother Clal"k has got to be an aged 
woman. She is neal"ly the age of my Father when he died. Yon 
probably remember an old lady by the name of Scribner living 
near the old homestead. She died this spring at the age of ninety
eight and would probably have lived longer had she not got up 
in t.he night to make a fire and fell do,vn, got frozen, ,vhich 
ended her days.. I see your Aunt Julia's husband was an elocu
tionist in N. Y. city. We use in Nev. a text book of which he is 
the author. I have one of them. I am pleased to learn that your 
aunt. ,vas left in comfortable circumstances. Does your grand
mot.her ClaI'k reside in Birmingham. This past winter has been 
terrible all over the northern latitudes '\vhere it has not been 
rain it has been snov~r. Here in White Pine, it has been snow in 
a succession of storms since Jan. 1st 1884 till May 12th. Our 
roads in and out of Hamilton are terrible at present where the 
drifts were from 20 to 30 feet. The snow has not left entir ely, 
which makes it difficult for teaming. WOood and all kinds of pro
visions is v,ery high at present and ,,,ill be till hauling is .cheaper. 
I laid in a big stock last fall, yet I am at present very low down 
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in staple goods. It will be a month yet before ,ve can get in an 
addition of supplies as things no"v look .. In previous springs our 
roads have been good by IV[ay 1st. It is only 5 days ago sleighs 
'Nere running in our streets. Well I guess vve \viH get fine'\vea ther 
after a time. One t.hing certain, we have always fine and beauti
ful weather during all the summel" and fall months. This back
ward spring has put our mills back a month later than in 
previous years, vlhich makes :it bad :in all kinds of business. 
'~lhen the mills are in operation, the workmen then have money 
to pay debts. The last t\VO years has been very hard on merchants 
because not half of the men here could get ,York. Everything 
here depends upon mining, when this business gives out, all goes 
by the board. I see by the papers that there is a. terrible break
ing up among the Brokers in N. Y. city, some Banks have suc
cumbed. This ,vin give stocks a dovln\vard move. General Grant 
is connected \vit.h a fil"m called V\T al"d & Grant "'Thich has failed 
for minions. vVell those ,vho speculate and take chances must 
expect to lose. Of late years thousands are "'Tilling to lose an in 
chances. There is a la 'v in chances, as wen a.s in the wor ks of 
nat.ure. There is no chance, but has a. eause, not at the tin1e kno,vn. 
'Ve know that all of natures ,yorks are by a lavl and vvhen man
kind digress from these lavvs the consequences foHo,\v. 'Ve have 
not opened our schools yet on account of the bad weather. I think 
we will be a.ble to start on June 1st. The people are vel"y tran
sient here, not half \vho will attend this year "~lere here last. 
Our teaeher for the summer is froll1 Montana. .. . . I suppose 
polities are being talked over in the East. On t.his coast, in cities, 
thel"e is some diseussions.. The great talk is now who ,vHI be 
nominees of both parties. It is going to be a close fit on both 
sides, and the one who has the best ma.n in the eyes of the voters 
will carry the day. In this state the people of the republican 
party are about equal in favor of Blaine and Arthur for the 
nominee. I suppose you get or l"eceive the Troy weekly times. 
I paid for yours at the same time I paid for mine.. I see that 
General Ha"rley of Conn. is talked of as one of the nominees. 
I don't know whether I ,viII run this fall for any county or state 
office. I know I can have one of two offices that. is Treasurer or 
Supt. of Schools. The last or latter I have had many years and 
is not much trouble to take cal"e of. I am now Dept. Treasurer 
and it requires a great deal of care and vvork besides. I have 
written this letter amid talk, have been at it since '6, 0' [ clock] 
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and now it is 10, 0' [clock], I have been up and do,vn over twenty 
times. Consequently you may find a puzzle to connect all together. 
I hope you ,von't make any mistake in ,vriting, but put it down 
to remind you to call up your memory. 

From your N ev [ ada ] F [a.ther ] in love, 
H. S. HERRICK. 

(To be cont-inued.) 

IPopulation figures for millIng camps during boom periods are difficult to 
ev alu a t.e. In .so many eas,es the real boom came between census years. Such 
was the case at Hamilton. By 1870 the boom to the district was over, and 
although th·e area was suppos1ed to have nearly 30,.000 persons at one time,. 
the 1870 census shows a total of 7,189 persons for the entire county. By 1880 
this county total had dropped to 2,682, and by 1890 to 1,721. 

2Couch, Bertrand F. & Oarpenter, Jay A.-"Nevada's Metal and Mineral 
Production, 1859-1940, inclusive," University of Nevada Bullet'in, XXXVII, 
(November 1, 1943L p. 149. The total production of the "-Thite Pine !\Hning 
District (Hamilton) from 1859 through 1940 ,vas only $10,675,388, and for 
example, by 1876 the annual production was down to $38~268. 

8 As county doctor he held a contract to run the county hospital. Fo:r this 
he was paid $300 a month to feed t clothe, and cal'e for aU patients brought 
to the hospitaL (!\filler,. B. F.-~·Kevada in the lfalting/' Nevada State Histori
cal Society Pa,lJerS, (1923-24), IV, p. 442. 

-!Reference here is made to the small to\vn of Cherry Cr,eek, located in 
Steptoe ValLey, some fifty miles north of the pr,esent town of Ely, Kevada. 
Although discoveries bad been made here earlier, a boom hit in 1880 with 
the discovery of some rather rich ores. However, the boom ,vas short-lived 
at Cherry Creek as it hacl been previously at Hamilton. 

5The reference here is to the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. President 
... oUt-hur vetoed the original act which provided for the exclusion of Chinese 
laborers for a twenty year period. However, so much p,ressure against Chinese 
labor had built up on the Pacific Coast that a newbHl providing for a ten 
year exclusion period was pushed through Congress and this one Arthur 
signed. 
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TEACH,ER'S EXAMINATION 
Commentary and Transcription 

By HAROLD N. BROWN 

Following patterns well established in the white man's settle
ment of America, the "colonists" \vho poured into western Utah 
Territory after the discovery of the Comstock Lode soon gave 
their attention to cultural institutions. In July, 1860-while rude 
huts housed men ,vho had left comfortable home~ in CaHfornia
"some 70 persons coHected together, at a large tent to partici
pate in religious services . . ." in the new metropolis, Virginia 
City.1 At Atwill and Company's, p,ersons fond of "social com
forts, the delights of home, the quiet enjoyment .of amusement 
and instructive conversation," ,vere able to read papers ,and 
magazines from East and West.2 The prime cultural needs of the 
comm unity, hovlever, ,vere church and school;, so citizens set 
about soliciting funds for both-a church and a school-house
for there Vlere "quite a number of childl"en . and the 
school-house must not be forgotten," so wrote a c.orrespondent 
to San Fl",ancis.co, in a city that hoped "to become the centre of 
.correct deportment and a law-abiding community."3 Spurred on 
by its desire to equal San Francisco, Virginia soon had three of 
the civilizing cultura.l institutions: home~ church, and school. 

When territorial status was achieved, the first territorial legis
lature provided for "local school trustees" who were given the 
responsibility of .certificating teachers. The next year, 1862, 
Territorial La,v made it mandatory that the county superintend
ents (elected) examine teachers in cooperation ,vith boards of 
school trustees. Statehood brought with it the first school law of 
the State of Nevada which called for the creation of county 
boards of examiners who had sole authority to certify teachers. 
These county boards, appointed by the State Superintendent, 
,\vere to be govel"ned by regulations made by the State Board of 
Education. In actual practice, ho,vever, county boards of exam
iners maintained almost complete autonomy,. Usually appointed 
upon the recommendation of prominent citizens, the county 
boards of examiners received no compensation; hence appoint
ment went frequently to those possessing sufficient wealth and 
leis ure to afford the time. The greatest difficulty ,vas that of find
ing candidates who possessed sufficient educational qualifications 
to enable them to select teachers on a professional basis. The 
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law creating county boards of examiners specified that certifi
cates ·were valid only in the county wherein they ,vere granted 
and for a period of one or t,vo years. 

Despite the inadequacies of the law it remained on the statute 
books until 1885-the beginning of the so-caned modern period
when certification was made the responsibility of the State 
Board of Education. Since that time the State Board of Educa
tion has maintained authority over an certification in Nevada. 
Although the modern period has seen the gradual move.ment 
away from certification by examination, it should be noted that 
the Nevada State Department of Education was giving teacbers' 
examinations as late as 1930, and the teachers ,vere certificated 
after s uccessfullypassing the examination. 

The examinations of the modern period and of the period of 
ear ly statehood, 1864-1885, are, however, t,vo distinctly different 
kinds of examination. One such examination which comes down 
to us> from the early period shows the emphasis upon memory 
a.nd drill in our schools in 1876. Throughout the examination 
there are fe'\v so-called thought-provoking questions which might 
call for discussion. Many of the questions are purely factual. But, 
according to the editor of the Territoria.[ Enterprise, "The ques
tions proposed in t.he several branches were fair and reaSOll
abJe."'4 To the person trained for the modern period, the 
examination . for 187,6 shows that the learning of that period 
had as its objective the training of the mind by the use of the 
impractical, as. much as by the use of the practical. A brief exam
ination of the arithmetic examination, the first one listed below" 
shows the training of the mind involved in the mental exercise 
of finding a dividend, whereas the practical would ask for the 
quotient. The person in the modern period would find it highly 
impractical to seek answers to a. problem \vherein $50 is divided 
between two people in 'the ratio of 112 to 73, or to find the cube 
root of 1,030,301, let alone to determine the sum of a series of 
numbers where the ratio is two and the number of terms five. 
Similar comments might be made concerning the examinations 
in other subjects. It should be noted also that vlhile this is evi
dently an examination used to certify teachers for the first six 
grades, the pl"ospect.ive candidate ,vas examined on subjects 
not taught in the elementary grades: chemistry and natural 
philosophy. Here fono\vs an examination used in 1876; some 
of the questions may prove as baffling a.s anything heard on 
"TV" programs where more tha.n teachers' certificates is at 
stake: 
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AR,ITH}IETIC. 

If two-thirds 'of a gall'on of ,vater fill a pitcher three-fourths 
full, ho,v n1uch will the pitc.her contain? 

Divisor 319, quotient 2,6, remainder 17, 1vha.t was the dividend '1 
Change eight pounds avoirdupois to Troy ,veight ? 
How many yards of carpeting, three-fourths of a yard ,vide, 

\o\rill it take to carpet a room 30x40 feet 1-
A o,vns thre'e-eigh ths of a n1elon and B five-eighths; Coffers 

then1 a shilling f'or an equal share in the melon. Wha.t ,vould be 
an equitable division of the luoney between A and B ? 

Com pu te sin1 pIe interest on $17 17 [s·ic] for 17 years, 17 months 
and 17 days, at 17 per cent. 

,Change $1,0'00 in greenbacks into g'old quoted at $112 [s-£cJ ., 
Divide $.50 bet \veen ... 1\. and B in the rat.io of ~;2 to ~/3' 
Find the square root of 1-144 and the c.ube root 'of 1,030,301. 
First terln 'of geometrical series 3, ratio 2, number of terms 5; 

what is the sun1 of the series ? 

GEOGRAPHY. 

First-Define the terms equa.tor, tropics, polar circles, iso
thermal lines, latitude and longitude. 

Seeond-Give the latitude and longitude of Virginia City 
approximat.ely. 

Third-'Vha t infiuenc.es operate to produce the climate of any 
locality ¥ .. 

Fourth-D'efine gulf stream and trade ·winds. 
Fifth-N an1e five principal cities of England, Scotland, Ire

land and France. 
Sixth-Bound Kansas and Arizona.. 
Seventh- In ,vha t zones are the Barbary Sta tes '~ Sand,vich ... 

Islands ~ Ic.eland? 
Eighth-,\,That cities of the ,~:"orld are on or near the fortieth 

parallel north latitude ?' 
Ninth-vVhat island is at the mouth of the Hudson river 7 river 

of St. La V\rrenee ~ 
Tenth-N an1e twelve rivers of Europe, ten of Asia. and five of 

... I\.frica. 
E leventh-N a.n1e the highest D1onnta.in and the longest riv1er 

in each grand division. 
T,v"elfth-What is the 1va tel' comn1unic.ation betvveen l\1a.dagas

car and Africa [s·£c.] England and Ireland ~ 
Thirteenth-'Vhat river separates L'oui.siana f ron1 Texas ? 
Fourteent.h-"\Vhich 'of the South Alllerican Sta.tes border on the 

Pacific Coast ·f. 
Fi.fteenth- What countries have a Republican forln of govern

ment '1 
N ... I\.TUR,AL PHILOSOPHY. 

First---..Define natural philosophy and give divisions of the 
subject. 

Second-What are the universal properties of n1atter ~ 
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Third-Ho,v is the speeifie gra:vi ty of a body lighter than water 
determined? 

Fourt.h-What is t.he seeond la-\v of lllotion? Deseribe the tOY .. 
called the gyroscope. 

Fifth-NaUle the six uleehanieal po,vers. ,\Vha t a.re the relative 
posi tions of po,ver, ,,'eight and fulcrunl in a lever of a third kind? 

Sixth-U nder 'w ha t eireumstances ,,~ill a load of hay tip over 
on heing driven over uneven ground 1- Describe tbe leaning -To'v{er 
of Pisa. 

Seventh-N alne the different. parts of the eye. 
Eig'h t.h-Enumerate the principal sourees of beat, light and 

eleet.riei t.y ; define fire, calorie and heat. 
Nint.h-Suppose a cannon ball fired from a. tra.in of ears in 

nlotion, in a direction at rightangles 'with t.he train; 'will it land 
to the right or left of t.he object ainled at, if itself a.nd the t.rain 
have each a veloci t.y of 100 nliles per hour -1 

Tenth-If a tree should faU in a forest, "Tould it prod uee any 
noise, supposing t.here were no ear there to hear it 'f. 

SPELLING. 

PrinIer, supersede, dUInfounded, va.cillate, ecstasy, deleble, 
fuchsia, diphthong, driest, moneys, h;Yllleneal, indiet.nIent, pumice, 
accordion, dyeing', putrefy, signify, nUlllskull, vaeeinate, Cincin
nati. . 

CHEl\IISTRY. 

First.-Of ,vha t does ehelnistrv t.reat? 
" Seeond-Ho", many elenlentary substances have been dis-

~ ~ 

covered? N arne ten of the principle [sic] ones. 
Third-Give the atomic ,veigh ts of hydrogen, oxygen, carbon, 

nitrogen~ and mercury. N allle the heaviest kno,vn substance. 
Fourt.h- Give the seientifie ternI and sym bol of conlmon salt, 

chalk, hI ue vit.riol and gr-een vitriol. "Vha t are the constituents 
of gun po,,~der ~ 

Fifth-In ,vha t do starch and sugar differ fronl eaeh other 1 
Sixth-HoV\T can an acid be distinguished froDl an alkali 1-
Seven th-\Vhat are the cheuIieal propert.ies of ozone? 
Eighth-,\Vhat do the symbols S03~ N05, FE2, 03 and HO 

stand for? 
Ninth-What poison do 'we exhale in the act of respiration 1 
Tenth-\Vhat do plants appropriate froIll the air, and ,vhat do 

they give back in exehange? 

A~·iER.r C ~~N HIS TORy"'. 

First-Stat.e the ea-nse of the R.evolutionarv '\Var. Name five ... 
pronlinen t .... -\.merican generals engaged in it. and it.s decisive hattles. 
Ho,v long' did it last. ·1 

Seeond-N arne the t.hirt.een original States. 
Third-~ arne the Presidents in order, and state ho,v long eaeh 

one served. 
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Fourth-State what is meant by the lYlonroe doctrine-the 
II>' 

l\lissouri compromise. 
Fifth-What caused the "Ta.r of 1812? 
Sixth-What connection had William Penn 'with American 

history'1 Sir \Valter Raleigh 1 'Governor Oglethorp f John Smith '~ 
Seventh-"Vhat was the cause of the \var bet"Teen the United 

States and JVlexico? Name five prominent battlefields; "\vhat gen
erals commanded on either side at Buena ,rista ? 

Eighth-What connection had Stephen .... 4.. Douglas "\vith Alueri
can politics? 

Ninth-"TJla t causes led tD the ,var of the l~ebellion ~ N arne six 
distinguished Federal and Confederate generals. State ten of 
the most important battlefields of that war. 

Tenth-Vlhen and 1vhel"e did Lee's surrender take place f 

PHYT"SIOLOGY. 
First-Defu1.,e anatoll1Y, physiology a.nd hygiene. 
Second-How many bones in the human body? Give your 

authority . .., 
Third-Of ,vhat substance are the teeth composed? 
Fourlh-"\'lhat is chyle, chyme and l:rmph? 
Fifth-Describe th,e circulation of blood in an adult. 
Sixt.h-In case of a cut on an a.rm ho"," can you tell ¥lhether 

a vein or an a.rtery has heen severed ~ \Vnere "rould you place the 
bandage or ligature in each ease f. 

Seventh-HoViT is the tern perature of the body kept fronl becoDl
ing too high? 

Eighth-"Tha t injuries might be inflicted by striking a ehild 
on the hea.d ?-

Ninth-What is the cause of t.he phenomenon caned fainting 1 
Tenth-In "\vhat manner can tea'chers best recuperate their 

exhausted energies a.fter the labors of the da.y are closed? Can 
they afford to sp,end la.te hours a.t balls~' Should they be expected 
to teaeh in Sabbath sehools ~ 

Eleventh-"That is the effect of a badly ventilated sehool-room 
'" 

upon children?5 

Lest the reader t hink the examination gives evidence that 
people '\vere better educated in those days, it should be pointed out 
that we do not have the slcores made on the examination. We do 
know that there were ten applicants for the examination; one 
of the ten "won" a first grade certificate; six were awarded sec
ond g1:'ade certificates. There was one way to avoid the test: be 
graduated from a Normal School and thus be certificated "first 
class."6 

NOTES 
IS-an Fl'ancisco Weekl:y Bu . .lletin., August 4, 1860. 
2San Francisco Da,ily Mo:rn·i .. ng (fa,il, October 12~ 1860. 
3 BuUetfn, op. c-it •. August 4, 1860. 
"Vi.rginia City Tell·r-i·torud E-nterpri:sey August 20, 1876. 
SLoe. cit. 
6TerrUoria·l Enterprise, August 23, 1876,. 
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Commentary, Notes, and Transcription 
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The story of the Pyramid Lake Indian War ha.s been chronicled 
many times. The present telling is not a restatement of \vhat has 
been told; rather, it is source material ,vhich Nevada historians 
-De Quille excluded-have ignored;2 as a consequence much in 
the succeeding telegraphic dispatches, letters, and neVlspaper 
acco.unts corrects details 'v hich the historians have disto.rted. 
Too, the source material brings into. scope details of activities 
hitherto minimized-the activities of officialdom: civilian and 
n1i1itary, as \vell as the activities of the everyday citizens of Cali
fornia. l\foreover, the material pinpoints the blame, placing it 
squarely on the shoulders of 'vhite men. Beyond that, the mate
rial sho\vs mob rule at w"ork, the rumors engendeI'ed through 
hearsay, and the poetic justice nleted out to those \vho clearly 
displayed their belief in: the onz.y good Indian is [t dead India.n. 

Although present-day high"ray maps do. not sho.,v "the Great 
Bend of the Carson" river, they do. show the Lahontan Reservoir 
area \vhere the "Great Bend" is located and where the "massacre" 
took place. Present-day maps sho\v the town of Wadsworth at 
the site of the "great bend" in the Truckee River; bet,veen 
that point and the town of Nixo.n, on Nevada highway "34," 
the \var took place. If, then, \ve should dra\v a triangle and let 
the base line be represented by a line from the town of Genoa 
to the Lahontan Reservoir and the two side lines represented by 
lines dra\vn from the Lahontan Reservoir to Nixon and from 
Nixon to Genoa, vte have, in general, the total locale of the imme
diate territory involved in the "'var." 

THE PYRAMID LAKE INDIAN WAR OF 1860' 

PART I 
DISPATCHES AND RUMORS 

Virginia City, U.T., May 8-4 P.M. 
Last night a horrid massacre was perpetrated by the Indians 

below the Great Bend of the Carson. J. Williams arrived at 
Buckland's, near the Bend, and gave the information of the 
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murder of his t'~lO brothers and five other 'vhite men at the same 
hour, and the burning of the house. Moor wit.nessing the perpe
tration of this shocking butchery, on hi.s way up, Mr. Winiams 
called at tvYO other houses, on the opposite side of the river; the 
doors ,vere open, but loud calling, at a ShOl"t distance, failed to 
induce any signs. of life about the premises. He supposes all are 
murdered. They number t~relve 01" thirteen men. The Indians 
are about 500 strong, and aU armed. They pursued him to 'vithi.n 
six miles of Buckland's. The Pony Express dispatched their horses 
and riders,. and thl"ough them we have received the dreadful 
intelligence. J. Bars.toles and J. H. Smith brought the news. 3 It 
is to be feared that Buckland station may be attacked to-night. 
Efforts al"e making here now to go to the relief of the border 
settlers and stations. Much excitement prevails. 

A committee of five, consist ing of Col. Whitman, L. Nighten
gale, George Ashe, Henry IVleredith and Ca.pt. Johns ,vere 
appointed to make arrangements for forming a company of vol
unteers and scouts t.o protect settlers, a.nd wal"n part.ies in the 
mountains, near the de~el"t, of their danger. 

Capt. Leonard's company, from San Francisco, of 17 men, 
have gone on to Buckland's to-night, to defend that station. 

The Indi.ans engaged in the murder are the Carson division 
of t.he Pah-utes, numbering 150, but ·~..vere reinforced by 300 

. more. They are undel" the command of Capt.. Ham, a notorious 
rascal. 

They are now about 25 miles from here. Volunteers. are enroll
ing and a subscription is open t.o defray expenses. The excit en1ent . 
IS IncreasIng. 

9:30 P. M. 
A company to reinforce Capt. Leonards' company, start at 12 

0' clock to-night. A company of scouts, consisting of 13, start 
for the Nevada district at 10 o'clock. 'There will be a company 
of mounted men leave early in the morning. Five hundred dollars 
and increasing had been raised .. 

Virginia City, D.T., May 9-1 P.M. 
There i.s no further report about the massacre by the Indians 

on the night of the 7th. Many parties have gone out in pursuit. 
So soon as any news comes in, it. win be forwarded. 
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Carson City, May 9, 2 P. M. 
The news of the Indian massacre at Miller's Station, at the 

Big Bend of the Carson river, night befol"e last, created great 
excitement. A COll1pany \vas organized here last night, numbering 
thirty mounted men, under the command of Major Ormsby, who 
left here this mOl"ning, at 8 o'clock, for the scene of action. By 
an expres.s, this morni.ng, ,\ve learn that the Indians have forti
fied themselves at Ragtown,4 and threaten a big fight. Every
thing in the shape of firea.rms., from Allen's "pepper-boxes" to 
U. S. muskets, is in requisition. 

A negro and a \vhite man have been accused of selling ammuni
tion to the Indians for some time past, knowing their intentions. 
The negro is no\v under arrest. 

A company has been organized at Genoa, under the command 
of J. Cradlebaugh. The ,vomen and children have all left the 
river, and are at Silver City, which place is fortified. . . . 

2 10 P. M. 
The vvhite man above alluded to has just been arrested for 

selling powder to the Indians. He had over one hundl"ed pounds 
concealed in his. cabin,. about one mile out of to,vn. 

Carson City, l\~['ay 10. 
G. Clark has j ust arrived from the scene of the massacre, and 

corroborates the statenlent that four men \vere murdered, besides 
the two brothers of Williams. He informs us that he saw the 
remains of their bodies in the burned ruins of the house. He left 
the sink of the Humboldt at 7 o'clock last night, and nlet one 
company of rangers, composed of 30 mell, at IVliller's station;. 
one company of 25 men, three mnes this side; Judge Cradlebaugh 
with 12 men, and rflajor Ormsby with 30. Three in addition were 
reported yesterday. Total rifles on the ground, over 200, with 
provisions for four days. The Indians engaged in the massacre 
were the Shoshones, Smoke Creek, Honey Lake, Pahutes, with 
those previously reported. 

William's Ranch, Miller's Station, May 10th. 
A company arrived here 24 strong, last night, and found no 

others as yet on the ground. Thel"e were two bodies burned that 
were recognized as males, and another body almost gone, so that 
it could not be identified. W. F. Mason was appointed coroner. 
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But little information could be got. We buried the bodies,. and 
are now waiting· for James Williams, and some more men, and 
then we move most likely for Pyramid Lake. One of the dead 
is known to be Samuel Sullivan, who drove a '\vagon here. But 
few Indian signs exist. We have found tracks where stock had 
been run off, and ,ve intend to follo'\v them up .. It is reported 
that one of the vVilIiams was found alive and told his brother 
that he had been attacked by thePahutes. He soon died. There 
are traces of blood for more than half a mile from the house, 
as though some one had escaped, or some Indian had been 
'\vounded. Mr. Gilbert, of Salt Lake, has been very active in the 
command, as have been Sergeant lVlcIntosh and his compa.nions, 
recently from Salt Lake. 

signed: \V. A. Spear and Capt. Ormsby. 5 

Virginia City, May 13-10 :40 A. M. 
C. T. Lake-belonging to the Company that left Silver City 

to fight the Indians ,vho committed the late outrages-has just 
arrived here. The force, 100 strong, struck camp b€t"veen 3 and 
4 o'clock, P. lVI., on the bend of the Truckee, yesterday, a.nd 
advanced on the trail to'\vards Pyran1id Lake. The Indians, 
judged to be 2,000 stl"ong, came upon the Company and opened 
fire upon them from ambush. By order of Maj. Ormsby, the 
troops charged upon the Indians, vvho opened right and left, 
SUl"I"ounding the troops, ,vho fired occasionally. Their ammunition 
soon gave out. The Indians, seeing this, closed in upon them, 
pouring in vogey after volley. Lake was .ordered to guard the 
pass to the east, to secure an avenue of retreat. He succeeded in 
this, and was followed by six men. 

Lake thinks a few escaped across the river, but none others 
eame through the pass. IVlaj. Ormsby ,\vas shot, and Lake thinks 
that the greater part of the force ,\vere left dead upon the field. 

Among those who \vent out to fight, and '\vho are supposed 
to be killed, are ,.,..TiHiam S. Spear and Richard Sno'\vden, of San 
Francisco; Maj. Ormsby, of Carson Valley, and Henry Meredith, 
of Nevada. " . . . 

Carson City, May 13-10Y2 P. l'fl. 
Mr. Meredith is dead, sure .. Joe Bald,vin is missing, and prob

ably dead. IVlany of your acquaintances are among the dead and 
missing. The battle was fought about sixty-five mUes from 
"here, commencing yesterday afternoon about four o'clock and 
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lasted two hours, \vhen a general retreat \vas made by the whites, 
the Indians pursuing them for twenty miles, when darkness 
saved the fugitives. The families are all leaving the valleys. The 
Indians are driving off the stock and murdering the inhabitants. 

signed: Geo. Hurst, 
W. M. Lent, 
Geo. Story. 

Virginia City, May l3-l0P. M. 
The citi.zens of Carson City are fortifying that place against 

the Indians. At this place, picket guards are stationed, and will 
go out to-night. Every stone house is being put in defense for 
the protection of females and children. 

The names of the dead of Capt. A. McDonald's Virginia Volun
teers" ta.ken from the roll, are: Joseph Bald'\vin (yet in doubt,) 
A. Kellot, F. Gathouse, W. Hawkins, A.Haven, Ge9rge Jones, 
Col. Mc V anee, H. Meredith,-McIntosh, Patrick McCount, Henry 
Newton, John Noyce, A. J. Peck, R. Snowden, and William 
Arrington, mortally ,vounded. The remainder, thirteen in num
ber, have arrived. 

No definite information yet as to the Carson and Silver City 
Companies. 

Capt. T. D . Johns of San Francisco, has been appointed to the 
supreme miHta,ry command. He has, accordingly, declared mar
tialla ,,,.,.. Forces are no\v being enrolled. 

Virginia., May 14-3 P. M. 
As soon as ,v€ receive arms ,ve shall send out for the dead 

I bodies.. Col. Sno,vden is here, and says that he has no hope for 
his son. This town is under martial law. We shall look for arms 

.. to-morro,v night. 

Virginia City, May 14-10 P. M. 
There ,vere 106 men engaged in the battle" 80 under Ormsby, 

and 26 under :l\icDonald. They folIo'\ved the Indian trail from 
Williams' Station, Carson river, to the Truckee, down that river 
and through the Pass. to four miles off Pyramid Lake. 

When attacked, the Indians broke their line .. Forced back to 
the river, they charged again and again. Some 'v hites fled at the 
first fire. There ,llere 500 Indians \vell mounted, and arnled with 
rifles. The whites retreated, and forced the Pass. Many were 
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killed on the retrea t. Others, completely routed are scattered 
through the mountains. The baggage, mules, provisions and arms, 
are mostly lost. Straggl€rs have been coming in ever since the 
fight. There were not half as many killed as lve thought when 
first accounts were received ;-82 names of those engaged in the 
fight are known. 

No returns are received from Silver City and Genoa companies. 
Much excitement. exi~ts all thl"ough the territory, Carson, Genoa, 
Black Rock countl"Y and Honey Lake, and all ranchmen, miners, 
and others outside are removing to the towns. Some settlements 
are fearing attacks, but we do not anticipat,e any here. Shoshone, 
Smoke Creek, Pitt River, and Pah-Ute Indians are supposed to 
have been engaged in the fight. 

Carson City, May 14-10 A. M. 
The reports of yesterday are confirmed. At least 60 or 70 

must have been killed. The forces which left Downieville on the 
Honey Lake route, it is f ear€d, will be cut off. 

Capt. J Ge, of the Washoe tribe, has come in and surrendered 
nine guns to Capt. Proctor, ,vhich is evidence that he wishes to 
preserve peace. This will subject the Washoes to the most bitter 
hatred and wa.rfare from the Pah-Utes and Shoshones. 

Carson and Virginia City are not generally consider,ed in dan
ger of an attack. AU the parties outside are pouring into the 
towns so as to concentrate the strength. No arms or ammunition 
have yet arrived, although this assistance is needed. The Indians 
are gathering a goodly force, and are determined to clean out the 
whites in this country. The Pitt Rivers are supposed to he with 
them, and the rumor that the Salt Lake bands are also ,vith them,. 
has been confirmed.W. Wasson and others have gone to Long 
Valley, to warn the inhabitants there. Couriers have been sent 
in all directions. Arrington, who was brought in ,vounded yester
day, died last night. 

signed: C. E. 'Goodrich. 

Virginia City, May 14-11 A. M. 
Maj. W. vV. MacKall :-A fight took place near Pyramid Lake, 

on Saturday,. 4 P. M., between 105 whites from this place and 
Carson VaHey, and 500 Indians, well armed and trained, 150 
of whom ,vere well mounted. The whites were defeated, with a 
loss of 25. The Indians are in arms and full war-paint between 
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the Humboldt and Pyramid Lake, and are also reported so on 
Walker river. There are 300 friendly Indians at the Sink of 
the Carson who are threatened by the Pah-Utes if they do not 
join the Vlar. 

We have a few r ,evolvers and shot guns to defend this place, 
but it is feared that the Indians ,vill s"\veep the valley,which 
is perfectly defens.eless. We have no arms to fit out a party for 
its protection. There appears to be no doubt that there is a gen
eral combination among the Indians. We want arms and ammuni
tion at once, and troops as soon as they can be sent,. as the the 
[sic ] Indians wiH be emboldened by success. All prospecting par
ties are coming in, and all work in the country, outside of this 
place, is stopped. Can you send two mountain howitzel"s ,vith 
ammunition? Judge Baldwin's son is in all right. 

signed: W. L. Dall, 
C.P. P'atterson. 

Virginia., l\lfay 15-1 : 30 P. M. 
About midnight last night there was an alarm. The Indians 

were reported to be within two mUes of the to,vn.. The women 
and children were gathered at Pat. Ryle'8 stone hotel, which was 
barricaded. Many left town with their blankets and rifles, d ur
ing the night, others left yesterday. Some of them will be in 
San Francisco soon. No Indians ,vere seen or heard, nor do I 
believe any are ,vithin fifty miles. Our population has been much 
diminished within the last few days, but absentees "\viU return 
after the arrival of troops and arms now on the road. A war is 
anticipated, but the Indians 'von't come here to fight us. 

A proposition has been made emanating from Genoa, to send 
deleg-ates to Carson City at once, to organize a temporary or 
provisional government. We have a military government now, 
and it is an that is necessary for the present. Better wait for 
Congress to orga.nize the Territory. 

\lirginia, ~Iay 15-3 .:30 P. M. 
,On account of the val"ied and discrepant rumors relating to 

the catastrophe which befel [s·ic ] the forces engaged near Pyra
mid Lake, ,ve have deferred the transmission of t he names of 
our friends engaged in the action, until something like an approx
i.mation could be made of the tl"ue number engaged,. and their 
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fate. The annexed names are aU that al",e at the present time 
known. The lists of the different companies, with one exception, 
are lost; and we are dependent on our couriers to collect the 
remnants as they come in. All ,vho left Gold Hill have returned 
safe. 

We have received returns from Silver City. Most who left that 
place have returned. 

From Genoa ou},' tidings are as yet meagre, and from Carson 
City they are quite incomplete. From the two latter towns none 
who left have returned, and hence our difficulty. As they return, 
after this reaches you, there ,viU be forwarded the names of • 
the persons engaged in the sxpedition [sic ] , and the locaH ties 
from ,vhich they came, so far as they can be ascertained. 

The company from Genoa, under Capt. Condon, ,vas composed 
as follows: Thomas Condon, D. E. Kimball, Michael Lay, Robert 
Ridley, Big Texas, M. PulaI', Mr .. Thompson, Mr. Lee, and Mr. 
James. 

The company fronl Carson City, under Major Ormsby,. con
sisted of Major Ormsby, John Blackburn,F. Steinger, IVlr. 
Barnes, James Gatewood, 'VilHan1 Spear, Frank Giloort, William 
l\lason, Wm. C. Marley, Richard Watkins, John Holmes, Samuel 
Bro,vn, Dr. Eckelroth, Dr. T. Sader, James J. l\1'Int.yre, and nine 
discharged United States soldiers, whose names a.re as yet 
unknown. 

The eompany from Virginia, under Capt. F. Johnson, eonsisted 
of: F . Johnson, . J. Call McFreery, Hugh l\lcLa ughlin, Charles 
l\fcLoud, John Fleming, (Greek) ;-Henderson, (Greek) ; Andres 
Scuald, (Italian); IVlarco Kneegiswoldt, (Austrian) ; John 
Ga venti, (Austrian) ; Geo., __________________ , (Chileno). 

The second company fro~ Virginia, under Capt. A. l\feDona.ld, 
,consisted of W iHiam Arrington, C. W. Allen, G. F. Bro,vn, J. 
Baldwin, D. D. Cole, A. K. Elliott, C. Forman, A. L. Grumes, 
F. Gathousi, W. Havvkins, Archibald Haven, J. C. Hall, George 
Jones, R. Lavvrence, Col. Mc Vane, Henry Meredith, P. Mclntos.h, 
Patrick McCourt S. l\icNaughton, Henry Nev.rton, John Noyce, 
A. J. Peck, Richard Snowdon, M. Spear, O. Spear. 

The company from Silver City, under R. \Vatkins, consisted 
as fol1o,vs: Capt. R.Watkins, ________________ Pal"sons, John Holmes, 
__________________ Keene, Albert Bloom, Charles Devans, James Shabell, 
James Lee, B,oston Boy-(lan1e and uukno'vn.) 

Total of all the companies, 81 .. T'hese include all the names at 
present obtainable of the agg}"egate numbers engaged. The whole 
number who entered the battle '~las 105, and there are therefore 
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24 persons \vhose names are unaccounted for, and t.heir fate as 
yet is unknown. 

The names of t.he returned "\vounded and dead of the different 
companies to this hour are as foHo"\vs : 

GENOA COMPANY.-Ofthis conlpany "\ve have the foIlovving: 
Thomas Condon, fate unkno,vn; Returned-lVlichael Tay, Robert 
Ridley, Big Texas, M. PulaI', Thompson Lee James ________________ ____ ___ _ 

Of the Carson company: Dead-lVlaj. Ormsby, William S. 
Spear, Dr. T. J ader; RetuTned-J ohn Blackburn, D. E. Kimball, 
F. Steinger, C. Barnes, James Gat.ewood, Frank Gilbert., William 
Ma.son, Samuel Bro~"n, Willianl C. Marley, Richard '~Vatkins, Dr. 
Eckelroth, John Holmes, James l\IIclntyre; Fa.te u.nkn.olvn-Nine 
discharged U. S. soldiers, nanles unkno"Tfl. 

Of the Company fronl Silver City: Dead-Parsons, Charles 
Devans, J ames Lee, Bost.on. vVounded-J ames Shabel. Retu'1"ned 
-J. Holmes, Albeot bloom, ________________ (unkno'~ln.) Mr. Keene and 
boy, name unkno\vn. 

Of t.he company from Gold Hill, the nunlber and nanles are 
unkno\vn. They have all returned. 

Of the company from Virginia, under Capt. F. Johnson: Dead 
-F. Johnson, Charles. IVlcLoud, John Fleming, S. Aubersen, 
Andre,v Schueld, M .. Knezer,vit.ch, John Gavenbo. lVounded
Hugh McLaughlin. Returned-J. Can McLierney, 'Geo. O. C. 
Steel, D. E. Kemble, H. Beet, (unknown,) IVI. Shasterich. 

,Of the company from Virginia, under Capt. A.. IVlcDonald .: 
Dead-"rUHam Armington, A. K .. Elliot.t, W. Ha\vkins, 'George 
Jones, Henry Meredith, Wm. Mackintosh O. McNaught.on. 
U'oun-ded-F. Galehouse.. R et-u·rned-A. l\oIcDonald, Charles W. 
Allen, Joseph Baldw:in, B. D'. Cole, Charles Forman, A. L. Grunns, 
Archibald Haven, J. C. Hall, Richard La\vrence, Col. McVane, 
Patrick McCourt, Henry New'ton, John Noyce, A. J. Peck, Wil
liam Spear. (Unknown, Richard Sno"yden. 

The follo"ring is a recapit.ulat.ion of t.hese figures: 
Fate unkno,vn and missing, 43. 
Returned alive, 38. 
Dead, 21. 
Vvounded,3. 
Total, 105. 
Capt. T. D. Johns, commanding, has. despatched an ambulance, 

,vith Dr. Perkins, of the Pacific Mail Steanlship Company to the 
Truckee l"iver t.o attend the ,vounded there, "rith provisions and 
other necessary stores. He left at 11 A .. IVI. to-day. 6 
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Virginia City, May 17-9 P .. . 1\1 .. 
Messrs. Espers, Andel"son,. Lamar, ,'Ques, King, Charles Palmer 

and Marco Cuesavick, left here Saturday, ,5th, for Pyramid Lake. 
At Red Bluff, Truckee r iver, they wel"e joined by John Gibson 
and Mr. Canfield, recent ly from O'roville. They left Red Bluff, 
Monday morning, for PYl"a,mid Lake. Their bodies have been 
found in WiHoughsby river, four miles from the place of depart
ure, sho\ving that they were murdered the day t hey left Red 
Bluff. This was the day on \vhich the massacre at Williams' Sta
tion took place. 

This settlement has been considerably alarmed a few nights 
past, by reports of Indians close at hand. There are no Indians 
probably \vithin fifty miles of this place. Great fears has [sic] 
been experienced by thousands of poltroons \vho have run away 
from here. 

T'vvo hundred and fifty stand of al"ms and an escol"t of t wenty 
men, under CoL Sanders, from Sacramento, reached Genoa last 
nigh~, and stal"ted fOl" Virginia City t his morning. 

Dr. T .. Jader, reported killed in the battle, returned yesterday 
with three slight arro\v \vounds .. He lay concealed near t he battle 
ground t"ro days. He sa \v seventeen dead bodies of \vhit es 
stripped, but not mutilated. Three days ago their faces were 
beaten with st ones. Dr. J ader had nothing to eat for four days. 

At an election held here yesterday to decide for or against a 
Provisional Territory, t he vote stood-ayes, 7; noes, 1,175. Car
son also opposed it, but 'Gold Hill and Silver City voted in its 
favor. 

P'ART'II 

ACTIVITIES AND DISPATC:HES IN ,CALIFORNIA 

[As reported in detail in the columns of t he San Francisco 
St~a11~er Bulletin, IVlay 21, 1860.] 

Placerville, May 13-3 i>. M. 
The i.nteHigence of the defeat and slaughter of Maj or Ormsby's 

company caused intense excitement in our city. 
Mayor Swan promptly caned a meeting of the citizens at one 

o'clock, P. M., to make provision for supplying the inhabitants 
of vVestern Utah with arms and ammunition. The Theatre was· 
crowded. Mayor Swan acted as Chairman, and D. W. Gelwicks 
as Secretary. Mayor Swan called the meeting to order, and 
explained its object. Fervent and patriotic speeches were made 
by several citi.zens, \vhen resolutions were adopted authorizing 
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the Mayor to procure arms and ammunition, and forward them 
instantly to · Carson Valley. A messenger was sent to Captain 
Von Guelder, of Coloma, to obtain the arms of the "Coloma 
Greys." The meeting promptly and liberally l"esponded to the sub
scription list, and a large sum was paid in before the meeting 
adjourned, to defray expenses in sending arms, etc. 

Sacramento, May 13-6 P. M. 
The citizens of Sacramento al"e requested to meet in front 

of the Orleans Hotel, at 6 o'clock this evening to concert mea
sures for the relief of their fellow citizens at Carson Valley. 

The feeling ,vas further increased by the announcement that 
'vhite men had been described acting with the Indians, inducing 
the belief that the treacherous Mormons were leagued in with 
the savages. 

Action of the Authorities. 
Naturally the first inclinations of the public .mind favored the 

immediate chastisement of the savages committing the outrage, 
while immediate attention ,vas given to the defense of the resi
dents of Washoe against any further hostile proceedings. Gen
eral Clarke of the U. S. Army was appealed to for relief and 
the authority of Governor Do"\vney invoked for aid. The Governor 
was absent from Sacramento and the Secretary of State, Dr. 
Price, essayed the following action = 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO GE,N. CLARKE. 
Sacramento, May 13-3 P. M. 

Gen. Clatrke-Can you furnish a.rms immediately for the citi
zens of Carson Valley? There has been a terrible butchery of 
our citizens by the Indians-Gov. Do,vney a.bsent. 

Johnson Price. 

THE SAME TO GOV. DOWNEY. 
The ,vires are cut between here (Sacram,ento) and Carson City. 

I have ta.ken the responsibility to order t'\vo hundred stands of 
arms, with ammunition, to the seat of war. 

Johnson Price. 

GOV. DOWNEY'S ANSWER. 
You have done rightly. I am now making arrangements with 

Gen. Clarke. Have any arms been sent from other sources? 
J. G. Downey. 
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GEN. CURTIS TO GEN. HAVEN. 
What are you doing relative the Carson Valley Massacre? 

Whete is the ComTI¥tnder-in-Chief, Gov. Do"\\rney? Will Gen. 
Clarke take action in this matter? 

N. Greene Curtis, 
Maj. Gen. 4th Division, California Militia. 

GEN. HAVEN'S ANS\VER. 
We are acting in concert, and pron1ptly. 

J. P. Haven. 

. . . from Gen. Curtis, to Gov. Do,vney: 
Sacramento, May 13th. 

To His E xcellen,cy J okn G. DouJne-y: Sir-The Sutter Rifle 
and City Gua.rd of Sacra.mento, and the l\1al"ysville Rifles, are 
l"eady to march at any moment. They a wait orders. 

The Nevada Rifles and Coloma Greys are also ready. 
A company of citizens of Placerville are also prepared to 

march to the scene of action forth'vith. 
N. Greene Curtis, 

Maj. Ckn. Div. California Militia. 

THE STATE AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES MOVING. 
On the receipt of the disastrous ne\vs in this city, although 

Gen. Clarke "\\ra.s present, Gov. Do",rney was on a visit to the 
State Prison. A concert of action bet"\\"een the State and Federal 
authorities was immediately determined upon. Gen. Haven, of 
the State nlilitia, with commendable zeal, boarded · the U. S. 
steamer Shub·l"ick. Her commander, Capt. Boggs, ,vas notified of 
the exigency of affairs, at 4P. M. At a qua.rter past 5 P. M., the 
Shubl'ick reached San Quentin, "rith Gen. Haven, and the Gover
nor at once repaired to this city :[San Francisco], for an inter
view with General Clarke. 

THE ACTION DE,TERI\IINED UPON. 
Obstacles in the "ray of action by the Executive of the State 

arose from the fact that the enenlY committing depredations 
,vere in a neighboring territory, without the limits of California. 
General CIa.r ke, ,vi th respect to furnishing an immediate force 
,vas po,verless from the- meagl"e number at his command-tV\ro 
companies in the vicinity of this city and one at Benecia, ,vith 
an available number for duty of perhaps 120 men being all that 
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could be 9.epended upon. Under su~h circumstances a.n a.ggressi ve 
warfare ,vas out of the question and measures .of defense were 
the next resort. A conference was held between Governor Downey 
and General Clarke, when the latter very promptly s.ignified his 
willingness to break through the t.rammels of "red-tapeism" of 
the strict line of his authority, and agreed to assume a certain 
responsibility upon a proper repl"esentation of the facts by the 
Governor. 

REQUISITION FOR ARMS BY THE EXECUTIVE. 
Governor Do\vney forth,vith transmitted a requisition to Gen

eral Clarke for .500 stand .of arms, accoutl"ements and ammuni
tion. The requisition cannot be published, but the action of the 
General is sho\vn in the follo"ring order = 

San Francisco, May 13th, 1860. 
To Cu,pta.in Ca.llende·r, Connna.nding Benec·ia· A1"senaL-Deliver 

to Governor Downey, of CaIifol"nia, five hundred stand of arms, 
one hundred thousa.nd rounds of ammunition, and the accoutre
ments necessary for each stand. 

N. S. CLARKE, 
Col. Sixth Infantry, Brevet Brigadier General. 

We are apprised that the arm to be issued is the Minnie Rifle 
Musket,. than which a more effective weapon does not exist in any 
service. 

THE GOVERNOR SENDS THE ARMS TO WASHOE. 
Adjutant-Genel"al Kibbe being absent from the State, a tem

poral"y substitute ,vas found in General Haven, of the 2d Divi
sion, \vho shook off the trappings of his fancy rank, and bent 
himself in eal"nest to the real duties of a soldier, as appears by 
the foUu\ving documents, hearing the official date of the seat of 
government, but indited from this city [San Francisco] : 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Sacramento, May 13, 1860. 

To J. P. Ha .. t~en., "Ala.jor;" Gene-ra.l CaU!o·rn,z.a. J.l1-ilitior--
SIR = In the absence of the Adj utant Quartermaster-General, 

you ,viII discharge such duty, and proceed to receive, receipt for, 
and dispatch such arms and ammunition as l\fajor-General 
Clarke, Commanding Pacific Division, U. S. A., will deliver to 
you, upon my requisition. 
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You will use all possible dispatch in . transporting the arms, 
etc., to the scene of Indian outrages in Carson V~ney, using 
all necessary economy on behalf of the State. 

Consult with the regular and authorized command of such 
military expedition as you may find at the scene .of action, and 
take proper receipts the property. 

Having complied with these instructions, you '\7ill report to 
me forthffith. Respectfuny, 

John G. Do,vney. 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTME,NT, 
Sacramento, May 13, 1860. 

Col. C. W. Toze'r, Aid-de-Cu1np,&c.-SIR: You will place 
yourself under the order of the Acting Adjutant and Quarter
master-General (Haven) and render such aid as he may require 
in transporting arms etc.., to Carson VaHey. Having done which 
you will report to me forth\vith. Respectfully, 

John G. Downey, 
Governor and C·ommander-in-Chief. 

GENERAL HAVEN ON T'HE MOVE FOR THE 
SCENE OF ACTION. 

About 11 P. M., General Haven" provided "rith the above 
authority, left headquarters and took .a special steamer for 
Benecia, getting under '~leigh at 2112 A. l\L, prepared to earry the 
efficient means of relief at his disposal with the utmost dispatch 
to the field of hostiH ties. 

From the prompt action that we have detailed, the citiz·ens of 
Carson V alley win soon receive the only really requisite assist
ance. There are fighting men enough there, or soon ,viU be to 
successfuUy cope with the savages, and aU apprehension for the 
saf.ety of the main settlements shou]d be allayed.. The scourging 
of the Indians who committed the late slaughter, and the prob
ing to the bottom of the alleged collusion of the treacherous Mor
mons, belongs to the Federal Government. Such U. S. troops 
belonging to the con1mand of Gen. Clarke as can be availed of 
for the service, ,ve are assured by that officer, will at onee be 
ordered to march. At Salt Lake city [sic], there were stationed, 
at last accounts, 650 men, infantry, dragoons, and artillery, under 
the command of Col. St. George Cooke. Gen. Harney, . of the 
Oregon division, has doubtless an available body under his orders, 
and in a very brief period the General Governnlent at Washing
ton can be apprised of an the facts. 
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MONDAY, a o'clock, P. M. 
We telegraphed early this morning to Virginia City for a full 

summary of the latest news from that quarter.. The answer 
l"eceived at 2 P. M. was: "Everybody is so ex.cited· that nothing 
can be done. There is no more known to-day than was t ,elegraphed 
last evening." 

",T e have other parti.es to get a summary of neVlS, and hope yet 
to receive full particulars before going to press for our city edi
tion.Mean,vhile we have the following particulars through pri
vate dispatches: 

A. dispatch to Gov. Do"rney states that the excitement at Vir
ginia City is overdone, and that the number killed has . been 
exaggera ted. 

Mr. Holiday, received a dispatch from Mr. l\1arley, agent of 
the Pony Express. He ,vas in the battle-bad a horse and mule 
shot under him, and escaped by a scratch." [sic ] He thinks some 
60 men were killed. . . . 

Gen. Clarke has ordered the U. S. troops at Honey Lake to 
proceed to Virginia City, a distance of about 100 mUes. 

A dispatch received here at two o'clock by C.. A. Crane, from 
Mr. Willia.ms of the Ter1-itorial Enterprise, says, that Mr. Mason 
(a. partner of Mr. Spear) and ,vho was at ·first named as among 
the killed, was in the fight but escaped unhurt. The telegram 
adds, "The number of the killed was not so great as reported.'" 

The troops (consisting of t,vo companies of light .artillery act
ing as infantry) that Gen. Clark [sic] sends to Carson Valley, 
will leave at 4 o'clock, this afternoon, on the boat for Sacramento. 
Probab1y the company of infantry at Benecia win be joined to 
the comma.nd en 'route, embarking this evening. . .. 

The sum of $2,000 ""vas raised last evening at Sacramento, 
for aid to the volunteers in Carson Valley. . . . 

The Marysville Exp1"ess gives the follov;ring ex.tracts from two 
pri va te letters written by S. W. Langton, from Downieville, on 
the evening of 14th and 15th of l\1:ay. The first dated letter says: 

We received intelligence last night from Sierra Valley, that 
Joseph Blodget and a Mr. Cady are missing, and are supposed 
to have been kiHed by Indians. They went to look for stock, and 
not returning that night, a. party went in search for them, and 
discovered Indian signs on their trail; and also, Blodget's dog 
came back, apparently much terrified. 'They ,vent in the direction 
of Pyra.mid Lake, and al"e doubtless murdered. 

Urgent dispatches req nesting aid and a.rms \vere received last 
night and to-day from Messrs. Ayer, Hungerford and others. 
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It was feared here that Dr. Bryant and W. M. Stewart "vere in 
great peril on the road, but both arrived here to-day-the latter 
h~ving left Virginia City before the reception of the ne,vs of the 
battle. D'r. Bryant states that going he met ten men, separately, 
who had told him that they had been with the Indians at Pyramid 
Lake, and that they are fifteen thousand strong-six thousand 
of them mounted and all "veIl armed, and '\vith great quantities 
of ammunition-Pitt River Indians, Shoshones and Pah-Utes. 
According to the story of the men who warned Dr. Bryant to 
turn back, the Indians say they are hemmed in by the '\vhites 
on either side; they must either starve or fight; they are deter
mined to war to. the death. 

The f oIl o,ving is from the letter of [1] 5th May: 
Your dispatch relative to Sierra \IT alley received. Much alarm 

is felt there. A messenger came through last night reports some 
1,200 Indians camped in Long 'Taney. He informed me that they 
learned from some friendly Indians, (of the Washoe tribe ) that 
it was the intention of the Pah-Utes to make a descent upon the 
valley in a few days, and drive off aU the stock. 

FOR THE SEAT OF WAR. 
General Clark [sic] has ordered one company of infal1tr~y· from 

Humboldt, to be here in five or six days, and in readiness. 
The troops at the P'residio are under orders to start at a 

moment's notice to the seat of war, and should Captain Ste,vard 
can for more troops from Carson, they ,viII proceed forth"vith. 

(To be cont~:nued) 

NOTES 
l.The telegrams, dispatches, letters, and news aceounts are to be found in 

the columns of the San Francisco Stea·mer Bullet·in., l\lay 21, 1860. The Bulletin 
was publisbed as a daily, weekly, and as a "Steamer" i.ssue~ the last carrying 
stories out of the ' ~Daily," up to the latest possible moment. prior to the s ailing 
of the packet boat.. 

2Historians after D,e QUille relied on accounts .of the war as told by SU1'

viYors as late as twenty, thirty, and forty and more years after the event. 
There iSt of cours,e~ the later historian who l.'elies ent irely on secondary sources 
for his material. 

3This is in keeping with De QuiUets B-ig BMw.nz.a, p. 118~ a ccount. 
:1R.agto\vn was a trading post on the Carson RiYer where "exhausted and 

thirsty emigrants r ,ecuperated .after their 40-mHe trip across t he Carson 
desert bet\veen Humboldt Lake and Carson R.iver.H The trading post was 
slightly to the north and east of Hazen, ~ evada. . 

.. 
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liThis dispatch confirms the number killed as stated by De Quine~ op .. cit., 
p. 118, and challenges succeeding historians wbo~ seeminglYt lid not thlnk 
that the murder of three men constituted a "massacre.~' 

6A similar list of names is to be found in Angel's, History of }{e·va.da, pp. 
153-154, and in accounts by succeeding historians who rely on Angel. 

• 



CONTRIBUTORS 
PEGGY TREGO" who contributed the Squaw Valley article, is highly 

conversant with the Nevada scene. For quite a few 
years readers interested in the historical turned to the Sunday 
editions of the N eva,da~ State J oU.lrnal for articles vvhich were 
headed: "by Peggy Trego." D'eservedly, she has been honored by 
the Association of Historical Societies for her research and publi
cation of Nevada items. 

RUSSELL R. ELLIOTT-Associate Professor of History at the Uni-
versity of Nevada-has his Ph.D., from 

the University of California, and is a recognized authority on 
Nevada. The Letters, which he comments on, come from White 
Pine County where Dr., Elliott was born. Dr. Elliott's Master's 
thesis is on the very locale where the Letters had their origin. 

HAROLD N. BROWN is well known throughout Nevada. As .a pro-
fessor in the College of Education at the 

Unversity of Nevada, he has, for years, influenced the educational 
patterns throughout the State. He" too, i.s an historian; his doc
toral diss.ertation was A History of Education in Nevada .. The 
Ex,amination which he comments on is but a facet of the numer
ous elements which Dr. Brown touches upon in his ~ourses in 
School Law and HistQry of Education--courses known to many 
teachers in Nevada and elsewhere., 
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