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THE EDITOR’S PAGE

It is good to be back in the editor’s chair after an absence of an issue. With this
issue we start a new volume, and that brings our task to mind: Several issues
and a volume or two ago (Volume 2, Number 4) we presented our readers with
a facsimile of the March 25, 1865, issue of the Humboldt Register, Unionville,
Nevada. William Hogan, Book Review Editor for the San Francisco Chronicle
gave his entire column for December 30, 1959, over to commentary on that
facsimile; of it he said:

. . « I can’t think of a more provocative promotional piece
than this copy of the Humboldt Register . . .| ‘

Since that reprint, we have given our readers the Testimony of John Millian
and the Transcript of a Court Martial at Fort Halleck. We start the new volume
and the new year with another reprint: The Territorial Enterprise, January 10,
1863. We choose to look upon it as a centennial piece: 1962 marks the hundredth
anniversary of Samuel P. Clemens’ arrival on the Comstock. We were about to
say “Mark Twain,” but Clemens did not take that name until early 1863—a few
weeks after the original publication of our current inset. It is fitting, we believe, .
to publish this particular issue of the Enterprise; it is, so said Professor Henry
Nash Smith in his Mark Twain of the Enterprise, “one of the two or three issues
of the Enterprise for this period which have survived entire.” Smith is speaking
of the Territorial Enterprise period in the life of Mark Twain. During that period
Twain wrote somewhere between 1500 and 3000 items; to date only about fifty
- of the items have been recovered. In the present facsimile there are four definitely
Twain—we should say Sam Clemens—items, and possibly six. Two of the four
have been reprinted: “The Sanitary Ball” and “The Music,” in the ‘Ca‘lifornia
Historical Society Quarterly and in Mark Twain of the Enterprise. We are pleased
to call to your attention that “The New Court House” and “Due Notice” which
you will find on page 3, column 1, are items by Samuel P. Clemens which have
heretofore never been reprinted; so two more items have been “discovered.” But
we said, “possibly six.” We suspect that two 1tems on page 2 are by Clemens,
but we’ll leave those for the reader to discover.

Beyond the Clemens’ items, we find some names of interest: A. Curry, immor-
talized by Twain in the Empire City Massacre hoax. And there is the name of
Peter Hopkins as well as the “Magnolia Saloon” which are similarly immortalized. -
S. H. Marlette and I. E. James, engineers who contributed to the development
of the Comstock; A. B. Paul, Wm. M. Stewart, and W. H. Howard are ogher
names printed in the columns of the January 10, 1863 issue.

We feel our readers will appreciate and will want to preserve this issue.

WiLLiaM C. MILLER
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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LIBRARY AND MUSEUM
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Founded in 1904 for the purpose of inves-
tigating topics pertaining to the early history

of Nevada and of collecting relics for a

museum, the NEVADA HISTORICAL SO-
CIETY has dedicated itself to the continuing
purpose of preserving the rich heritage of
the peoples—past and present—who have
inhabited the land of Nevada.

The Society believes that it can best serve
the State by arousing in the people an his-
torical consciousness which it hopes will
be carried to succeeding generations. Thus,
through its Director, the Society sponsors
an educational program which carries the
history of Nevada to the schools and organ-
izations throughout the State.

The Society maintains a library and museum
where historical materials of many kinds
are on display to the public and are avail-
able to students and scholars.

The Society publishes the NEVADA HIS-
TORICAL SOCIETY’S QUARTERLY
which publishes articles of interest to readers
in the social, cultural, economic, and politi-
cal history of the Great Basin area: Nevada,
eastern California, eastern and southern Ore-
gon, Idaho, and Utah. :

The Society’s membership is open to the
public; application for membership should
be made to the Secretary of the Society,

‘State Building, Reno, Nevada,
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