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INTRODUCTION

FIRST RECORD BOOK OF CARSON VALLEY—1851

On a hot day, July 4, 1851, 17 men led by Colonel John Reese, with
Stephen A. Kinsey, his nephew, as his clerk, and riding in 10 wagons,
rolled along the old California Trail near the sheltered south base of the
Sierra Nevada and stopped about midway between the north and south
ends of the Carson Valley. Here they found the crudely built walls of a
roofless house 20 by 60 feet. It had been constructed in 1849 by Cap-
tain DeMont with Hampden S. Beatie as his clerk, and several Mormon
associates.

The preemption of this idyllic spot was obvious: From a cleft in the
mountains to the west, a small sparkling riverlet debouched (Genoa
Creek). The view from this location across the (Carson) valley was
superb, where it was said the grass grew belly-high to the horses.

Captain DeMont and associates, remaining there only for the summer
of 1849, sold their holdings to a Mr. Moore and returned to Salt Lake
City. Colonel Reese and party acquired the DeMont-Moore interests
and began construction of a large two-story “L” shaped building, which
they surrounded with a 15-foot stockade as protection against the Indians
and renegades. The Reese party had come to stay—the first permanent
settlers in Nevada. Their buildings were the first to be constructed in
this State.

Colonel Reese, formerly of Brooklyn, New York, and a member of
the National Guard of that state, migrated to Salt Lake City where he
and his brother set up a produce business known as Enoch Reese & Co.

The Reese party had many kinds of food, farm implements, and seed
in their wagons. From this trading post they served the people going to
California over the Kit Carson Pass. Although it was late in the season,
the men cleared 30 acres of land and sowed it to vegetables; they charged
$1 a bunch for turnips.

The Mormons, renowned for their intelligence and energy, began to
expand their post rapidly and soon there was a blacksmith shop, a saw
mill, a general store, an hotel, and the stockade-corral where the emi-
grants could ready themselves before the ascent of the mountains. Some
of these people remained and settled in the valley and others came, too.
This trading post became known as Mormon or Reese’s Station.

These first settlers in Nevada, coming as they had from legally organ-
ized communities, realized there must be rules and regulations with
which to govern the area. Hence a public meeting was called at Reese’s
post for this purpose.

In a little book, 6 by 7% inches, the approximate of 96 pages are
reproduced in this issue of the Nevada Historical Society Quarterly,



precisely as they were written over 100 years ago. In it are to be found
the records of the first public meeting in Nevada, November 12, 1851,
the first laws passed by any group of people, the records of the first land
claims taken up, the first timber and water rights granted, the first
licenses issued to construct toll bridges and roads, and the first law suit
ever brought in Nevada.

After the rules and regulations were set forth in the book, the land
claims were recorded: The first land record, December i, 1852, gave
Colonel Reese Claim No. 1—a quarter-section of land. (This area is
most of the townsite of Genoa.) In their primitive way they selected a
point of beginning to describe Reese’s claim—“the first lone tree north
of the (Walley’s) Hot Springs.” After Reese’s claim was laid out, all
land claims were described by metes and bounds.

The first entry in this precious little book was made November 12,
1851; the last on March 5, 1855.* Every person wishing to do research
in, to write on, or to know about the history of Nevada must start with
this book—The First Records of Carson Valley—1851.

Effie Mona Mack

*In 1855, Orson Hyde was sent out to Carson Valley by Governor Brigham
Young to organize Carson County, Territory of Utah. The records of this county
are in the office of the Secretary of State, Carson City. Hyde renamed the station,
Genoa, and declared it to be the county seat of Carson County.
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