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a good story with a human interest angle than a dispassionate analysis of this
or that topic, even if delivered in a Power Point presentation.

Cohen is so focused on characters from the Brownsville and Bensonhurst
neighborhoods of Brooklyn that Tough Jews in New York City would have been a
more informative title. He draws liberally, quite liberally, from biographies of
Meyer Lansky and Arnold Rothstein as well as from Albert Fried’s The Rise and
Fall of the Jewish Gangster in America (New York: Columbia University Press,
1980), and from interviews with law enforcement professionals, most of whom
had no contact with the men whose lives he describes. Yet, in some respects,
the strength of the book, even beyond the author’s imagination, is Cohen'’s
interweaving in the narrative many of the stories he heard from his father and
his father’s contemporaries at Nat ‘n” Al’s Deli in Beverly Hills. Fact or fiction,
these stories take the reader back to the second quarter of this century, when
even those New York City Jewish adolescents who would eventually go on to
professional business careers sometimes dreamed of leading the gangster life.
Indeed, in addition to the expected pictures of Jewish tough guys, interspersed
with standard mug shots of their [talian counterparts, Cohen has included not
only a picture of his father and his adolescent friends in Bensonhurst posing as
young toughs, but also a photograph of himself as an adolescent dressed like
Ben Siegel.

Cohen has drawn well upon secondary sources, oral tradition, and imagina-
tion to provide the reader, particularly if he or she grew up in an inner-city
neighborhood in the 1920s or 1930s, with a look back to the way it was.

Alan Balboni
Community College of Southern Nevada

In Search of the Racial Frontier: African Americans in the American West, 1528-1990.
By Quintard Taylor. (New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 1998, 415,

pp., ill).

Quintard Taylor’s In Search of the Racial Frontier: African Americans in the
American West. 1528-1990 presents a detailed account of Blacks in the develop-
ment of the frontier. Taylor tells us that the history of Blacks in the West began
long before the great migration from the Deep South in the early 1930s. Indeed,
since the days of Estebande Dorantes, the Spanish-speaking slave who may
have been the first black man to see the great western plains in the 1500s, to the
discovery of a path across the Sierra Nevada to California in the 1850s by James
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Beckwourth, Black Americans were intimately involved in exploring the Ameri-
can West.

Scholars of Black history have been slow to recognize such truths. However,
the rich history of Blacks in the West does not entirely reflect the early history
of Blacks in the United States, in that African Americans were not necessarily
forced upon the land. Blacks arrived as free men and women, as servants, and
as slaves. Nevertheless, the lives of African Americans in the West have been
inaccurately portrayed. Perhaps such stereotypes, as Taylor has pointed out,
were fed by the racist views of whites who arrived at the same time.

Nonetheless, African Americans settling in the West started out like their
white counterparts—that is, they were farmers, pioneers, fortune-seekers and
adventurers. In essence, as Taylor suggests, Blacks shared the experiences of
journeying to an unknown land to escape—to escape slavery and sharecrop-
ping, segregation, and the general brutality of living in the Deep South—while
always seeking a better life. Hence, African Americans participated not only in
the early settlement of the West, but also in its subsequent development.

Taylor also briefly investigates slavery and white slave owners, especially in
Texas, where the peculiar institution was surprisingly virulent. In fact, Black
slaves living in Texas did not learn of emancipation until two months after the
Civil War ended, because slaveowners wanted them to bring in the final crops
that year. Unfortunately, Taylor writes vaguely about Black cowboys. With the
exception of Nat Love (better known as Deadwood Dick), or the famous bronco
rider and inventor of “bulldogging,” Bill Pickett, they remain relatively anony-
mous. But he does make the important point that Black soldiers and cowboys
were “the first African American western historical figures to capture [the
public’s] attention,” and imagination.

Furthermore, the United States military, according to Taylor, played a cru-
cial part in the growth of Blacks in the West. Black troops, known as buffalo
soldiers by Native Americans and others, were stationed at many of the army’s
western outposts. Black troops (the 9th Cavalry in particular) and their fami-
lies became a substantial population, much to the chagrin, perhaps, of the white
population, who feared Black male soldiers would run rampant and rape white
women. Such fears, however, proved unwarranted. Many Black troops became
“larger than life” heroes of the West and Congressional Medal of Honor win-
ners. However, Black frontier troops suffered many trials and tribulations and
indignities. And this unfair treatment of Black American soldiers in the West
continued during the Spanish American War, World War I and World War IL

Taylor also informs us that the growing railroad system in the West became
an important employer not only of Asian immigrants, but of Blacks, especially
in the menial but highly—prized jobs of porters, cooks and waiters. Still, Blacks
faced and endured overt discrimination in the West in these occupations, which
became a microcosm of what happened to African Americans throughout the
United States at the time. In other words, white supremacy also reigned in the
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frontier West.

Another aim of Taylor’s book is to give a detailed analysis of the contribu-
tions made by Blacks in the West, and a thorough literature review. Unfortu-
nately, Taylor falls short in presenting all of the fascinating secondary sources.
For example, he only briefly mentions the first noteworthy Black rancher, Ben
Palmer, stating that he became “one of the heaviest tax-payers of Douglas
County, Nevada.” But Palmer was much more. According to Ed Johnson and
Elmer R. Rusco, writing in 1989 in Nevada Magazine, Ben Palmer also became a
“skilled and determined” landowner and a “busy cattleman.” The great mys-
tery is how Palmer was able to achieve so much as a Black man who could
neither read nor write, competing in a white man’s business (or world). This
oversight on Taylor’s part, however, is forgivable, because this substantial study
is an excellent first effort, offering valuable insight into the key events and
varied experiences of Blacks living in the West.

The book’s most compelling discussion takes place in the chapters address-
ing the civil rights movement from the 1940s through the 1970s. Late in the
nineteenth century, Blacks were excluded from participating politically and
socially in the established governments of the western states. However, as the
Black population grew in states like Nevada and and California, they gained
political clout. Slowly, Blacks began to participate in various state governing
systems, making significant strides in education, politics and business.

Equally important, as Taylor asserts, the migration of Blacks and their in-
crease in population “strengthened civil rights organizations, such as the
NAACP, and encouraged anti-discrimination legislation in a number of west-
ern states.” For example, writes Taylor, “Washington, Oregon, New Mexico,
and California all passed state fair employment practices statutes between 1949
and 1959, prefiguring the 1964 Civil Rights Act.”

Nonetheless, African Americans were still routinely discriminated against
in almost every aspect of their lives. But they survived despite overwhelming
odds. The legacy of Blacks in the West is filled with social and political in-
trigue, as one will no doubt gather after reading Taylor’s book. However, this
amazing history is almost unknown to most Americans, as Taylor avidly ex-
plains.

Perhaps the greatest weakness of In Search of the Racial Frontier is the last
chapter, where Taylor makes a cursory and feeble attempt to explain the past
history of Blacks in the West in light of today’s social and political climate, and
relate it to the future. Although the connections are not always clear and direct,
Taylor nevertheless makes the right argument that African Americans will al-
ways be a part of the West. In the final analysis, this seminal work fills an im-
portant niche in the study of African Americans in the West.

Earnest N. Bracey
Community College of Southern Nevada



214 Nevada Historical Society Quarterly

On the Boulevard: The Best of John L. Smith. By John L. Smith. (Las Vegas: Hun-
tington Press, 1999, 315 pp.).

Red Smith, the Pulitzer Prize-winning sportswriter whose columns entered
the realm of literature, once said in justification of publishing a collection of his
daily work that today’s newspaper wraps tomorrow’s mackerel. Gathering
columns between hard or soft covers was a way to give them a longer shelf life
and possibly to contribute to the historical record. On the Boulevard is a collec-
tion of columns that does that—and much more.

John L. Smith’s columns have appeared four or five times a week on the
front local page of the Las Vegas Review-Journal since 1986. That is a staggering
output: about 2,000 columns, or somewhere in the range of 200,000 words. From
these, Smith and his publisher have selected nearly 125 of his best and most
interesting stuff, on subjects ranging from prominent politicians to little-known
Las Vegans leading happy or quietly desperate lives. For the reader, that is
good news: While Smith writes analytically and well on politics, and tosses in
a few pieces on that subject, collections of political columns traditionally are
harder to read or sell because the people and issues involved are far more ephem-
eral. “All things considered, I prefer the dinosaur mobsters to the corporate
casino bosses, the Thunderbird drinkers to the Dam Perignon sippers, the black-
jack dealers to the puffed-up politicians. I'll take the angels in the alley over the
thieves in the temple any day,” Smith writes, and this collection reflects that
credo (p. 2).

The book is divided into six sections. “Everyday People” relates tales rang-
ing from the one about the restaurant where civic leaders met daily to cut meat
and deals, to another about an honest taxi driver whose decision to return a
high-rolling gambler’s wallet netted him a week as the gambler’s guest—and
Smith an appearance in Reader’s Digest. “Boomtown Blues” addresses impor-
tant Las Vegas issues, from the need to preserve Big Springs, the site where
John C. Frémont stopped in 1844, to the First Amendment debate created by
local efforts to limit the advertising of Las Vegas sex clubs. Other chapters re-
veal bureaucratic snafus, the criminal and not-so-criminal element, sports fig-
ures, and Smith himself, talking about his family and friends.

A book like this is not meant to be digested at one sitting. Not only does the
subject matter obviously vary from column to column, but good newspaper
style demands the kind of short and punchy writing that Smith does so well—
and needs to be taken in doses, not continuously. It is not a collection of schol-
arly articles, nor is it meant to be.

However, none of this diminishes the value and importance of On the Boule-
vard. For one thing, anyone who wants to understand the Las Vegas that was
and the Las Vegas that is needs to read this book. It offers an insight into the
texture of the community that many historians—and many of Smith’s fellow
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journalists—lack. No city has grown faster than Las Vegas: Since the auction
that founded itin 1905, the metropolitan area has reached a population of about
1.3 million. Nor has any other city been founded so completely on one indus-
try, gambling and tourism. They are the kind of industry and city that attracts
characters, and no one is better than Smith at capturing them and their essence.

It also is valuable for understanding Smith. As the author of what is prob-
ably the most popular feature in Las Vegas’s main daily newspaper, and of
controversial books about controversial people—resort magnates Steve Wynn
and Bob Stupak—Smith is an important figure himself. This book is a window
through which to look not only at Las Vegas, but at its finest journalistic chroni-
cler. Historian Richard Hofstadter once wrote that essay collections “are at least
in their style of thought and their concerns, unified by some underlying intel-
lectual intent . . . a set of related concerns and methods.” John L. Smith’s writ-
ings show his intent, concern, and methods. They are the sort that more jour-
nalists should practice: an interest in his subjects and their stories, and the de-
sire to tell those stories in vivid and readable prose. These columns will be
interesting to those who are interested in them—and to those who enjoy read-
ing a good writer telling good stories.

Michael Green
Community College of Southern Nevada

Red Blood and Black Ink: Journalism in the Old West. By David Dary. (Lawrence:
University of Kansas Press, 1998, xiv, 277 pp., ill.).

The scholarship of David Dary is impeccable. He seems to have read every-
thing and researched everything pertaining to journalism in the Old West. His
book is a fine addition to western newspaper literature. Moreover, it is a good
read: clear and crisp. He is not afflicted with the sin of so many academics:
muddy writing. This is no surprise. Dary, director of the journalism school at
the University of Oklahoma, is a former broadcast and print journalist.

The book’s most exciting chapters inevitably are the ones relating tales of
rugged western newspapering. Editors often packed pistols—and used them.
Gun fights and duels were frequent. The murderers were often acquitted.

A few chapters, while necessary historically, are slow-going, like the one on
“Making a Living.” The opening chapters, too, tend to be less than thrilling.
But once Dary gathers steam, the book is full of anecdotes and quotations that
are hard to resist: the touching story of a Mexican woman, a “ministering an-
gel” bringing food and water to the wounded, killed on a Mexican War battle-
field; the tale of a man-eating prospector with echoes of the Donner Party; an
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anti-goosing ordinance published in a Kansas newspaper in 1911.

So much else here is of interest, such as, stories of editors who were noncha-
lant about local news—The Missouri Gazette did not cover a Missouri earth-
quake in 1811 until one month later. There were western editors who, as the
verse had it, could not “survive without scissors.” The author includes the cli-
ches that western editors spouted constantly, such as: “blushing bride,” “check-
ered career,” “city fathers,” “cool as a cucumber,” “crying need,” “Dan Cu-
pid,” and a “good time was had by all.”

Nevada newspaper buffs will find here the familiar names of Mark Twain,
Dan De Quille, Wells Drury, Joe Goodman, and Alf Doten. They will revel again
in their stories, and the anecdotes told about them. In their cases, familiarity
hardly breeds contempt.

This reviewer once had a managing editor who fatuously said that “report-
ers were a dime a dozen.” William Rockhill Nelson, editor of the Kansas City
Evening Star, knew better. As quoted by Dary, Nelson said: “The reporter is the
essential man on the newspaper . . . we could get on pretty well without our
various sorts of editors. But we should go to smash if we had no reporters.”

One flaw in the book is the tendency to run the indented excerpts too long.
For example, the quoted account of the killing of Jesse James in 1882 is exces-
sive. The tribute of William Allen White to his daughter, Mary, while justly
celebrated, runs to three and one-half pages, and White’s original in the Empo-
ria Gazette of Kansas already has been reprinted. Another minor shortcoming
is showing too much of the author’s research. Example: “The first paper in the
Kansas Territory opposed to slavery” followed a couple of paragraphs later by
“the second free-state paper,” and then “the third free-state paper in Kansas
Territory ....”

Also troubling are the all-too-brief accounts of such important western news-
papers as the Los Angeles Times and the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Dary is far too
kind to the slanted journalism and violent anti-unionism of the Times under
Harry Chandler. The great Joseph Pulitzer is barely mentioned. Yes, both pa-
pers and both men have been much written about. But it would have been
better to leave them out rather than treat them superficially.

Dary, who took printing courses in high school and learned to set type and
run presses, loves the printing trade as Ben Franklin and William Lloyd Garri-
son did. He has three useful appendices: one on Old West printing equipment,
another on a glossary of printers’ terms, and a third giving a rundown of early
newspapers in the states and territories west of the Mississippi. His preface,
too, gives the reality behind the dream metropolitan reporters often have of
running a weekly. Ah, freedom to write what they please at a leisurely pace.
But if they follow that dream, they become free to work 80 hours a week while
doing some of the most menial tasks.

Finally, Dary’s book fulfills the promise of his dedication: “To the memory
of those nineteenth-century Western newspaper editors who used no weasel
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words in speaking their minds.” The vitriol, the billingsgate of western edi-
tors, is always wonderful to read—especially since newspapers today are so
bland, offending no one in the name of the bottom line.

Jake Highton
University of Nevada, Reno

Rodeo Cowboys in the North American Imagination. By Michael Allen. (Reno:
University of Nevada Press, 1998, xiii + 270 pp. notes, glossary, biblio-
graphical essay, index).

Rodeo fans will be delighted with this study of the rodeo cowboy and his
persistent presence in American popular culture. That alone would suffice to
make it a healthy seller, but the appeal of this book is much broader than that.
While he defines his book as a history of the rodeo cowboy in popular culture,
Allen uses rodeo as an avenue to analyze the broad appeal of western Ameri-
cana. Anyone who appreciates the history, myths, literature, or folklore of the
West will find a treasure trove of material in Michael Allen’s thoughtful analy-
sis of rodeo-related popular culture.

Allen sets the scene for this work with a brief review of scholarly treatments
of the rodeo and its participants, which leads to a rationale for the study. Allen
then methodically, comprehensively, and entertainingly examines in each of
seven chapters a variety of popular culture forms that deal with rodeo. In
chapter one he relates the history of rodeo as a folk-based popular entertain-
ment, including, for comparison purposes, the Wild West Show, never to be
confused with real rodeo! He spends a great deal of time on the question whether
rodeo cowboys are “real” cowboys, important quite likely to rodeo riders but
essentially inconsequential, Allen concludes, in terms of the place rodeo cow-
boys have in the public imagination. He then turns his attention to films and
television shows that have embraced the rodeo, remarking that rodeo belongs
to a new genre, the urban or contemporary western. Films included in this
study range from what he considers a rodeo classic, The Lusty Men (1952) to
such unexpected films as The Electric Horseman (1979) and Urban Cowboy (1980)
to recent films such as 8 Seconds (1994) and The Cowboy Way (1994). Folklore
and literature are the topics of chapter three, which includes published rodeo
reminiscences, novels, and cowboy poetry. The next chapter looks at the rodeo
motif in art, with attention to traditional forms as well as such topics as the
rodeo poster and rodeo clothing. When studying the presence of rodeo themes
in music, he begins with the origin of cowboy music in the folk songs and
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poetry of America cowboys, then brings to our attention contemporary artists,
particularly Chris LeDoux, Garth Brooks, Reba McIntyre (former barrel racer),
and George Strait. The chapter intriguingly titled “Rainbow Rodeo Riders and
the Archetypal Archetype,” addresses an array of nontraditional rodeo types
and themes, including that of the hippie counterculture, the prison rodeo, gay
cowboys, women rodeo riders, and Mexican, Black, and Indian cowboys. Fi-
nally, in chapter seven, Allen brings the evidence together to address the ques-
tion of why rodeo, and in the larger context, interest in western America, has
maintained its appeal.

Allen is concerned with “the continuous presence of rodeo cowboys in mod-
ern North American popular culture,” asserting that he has “appeared for so
long and in so many popular art forms that we must pay attention to him.” He
offers little new to account for the popularity, however, but brings together
some current theories, including, from the field of psychology, mythologization
as a method for reducing cognitive dissonance, in this case, the dissonance that
occurs when modern technological man finds his values to be rooted in his
agricultural past, or, as Allen puts it, “the clash between the embrace of moder-
nity and a yearning for the past.” For Allen, the appeal of the rodeo rider as a
contemporary popular cultural hero is that he epitomizes American qualities
as defined by Frederick Jackson Turner over a century ago.

This book is the first to specifically study the rodeo cowboy separately from
other forms of western heros. This western hero of popular culture stands apart
because he is a twentieth-century figure embodying nineteenth century traits,
or, as the author notes, he is a contemporary ancestor. From this can be drawn
many provocative and startling examples of how this nineteenth-century fig-
ure has adapted to and even in some cases incorporated the twentieth-century,
and how nineteenth—century values are conveyed by twentieth-century tech-
nology. The image of the rodeo rider flying from one rodeo to another on a jet
plane is one such example.

Finding his sources in areas both traditional and nontraditional, Allen has
brought them all together to create an enlightening and enjoyable study of the
ways in which rodeo is present in American culture. While the book offers little
new in the way of analysis, it is valuable for isolating and examining the figure
of the rodeo cowboy and studying the variety of ways in which rodeo has made
its presence felt in mainstream American culture.

Candace C. Kant
Community College of Southern Nevada
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Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act. By Andrew Gyory.
(Chapel Hill and London: University of North Carolina Press, 1998, xii +
354 pp., ill.).

As the first federal law banning a group of immigrants solely on the basis of
race or nationality, the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 has been a subject of
scholarly inquiry for a century. Attempting to explain the driving forces be-
hind the act, scholars have offered a number of theses, including the impact of
local politics in California, racist culture, and political lobbying by labor unions.
For Andrew Gyory, none of these explanations is fully convincing. What has
been missed is the core question: how and why the anti-Chinese issue found its
way from the streets of San Francisco to the nation’s capital in 1882. In his
Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act, Gyory sets himself
the challenge of finding the answer.

In this exhaustively researched and well-written study, Gyory documents
the major political and legal developments, at both the national and local lev-
els, regarding the issue of Chinese immigration from 1860 to 1882. His main
argument can be briefly summarized: The “motive force” behind the Chinese
Exclusion Act was the national politicians who “seized and manipulated the
issue” in order to gain votes from both the working class voters and the west-
ern states (p. 1). By national politicians, Gyory means the leaders of the major
political parties, particularly the Republicans.

To substantiate his thesis, Gyory identifies several historical moments that
he believes to have crucially shaped and transformed anti-Chinese sentiment
in the West into a national policy. The first moment was the congressional de-
bate, in 1869-70, over the nation’s immigration laws, the first time that “out-
bursts of anti-Chinese rhetoric” were allowed in Congress. What is significant
about this early event was the split in the Republican party over the Chinese
issue. Such radical Republicans as George Williams of Oregon endorsed the
banning of Chinese immigration, while other Republicans, like William M.
Stewart of Nevada and Charles Sumner of Massachusetts, defended the right
of Chinese individuals to migrate freely and voluntarily to the United States.
Republicans were fighting to establish political equality for the freedmen in
the South, but the Chinese provided a different sort of debate.

The second moment came with the presidential campaign of 1876. With the
decline of Reconstruction and radicalism, the intensification of labor strife af-
ter the economic depression of 1873, and the recapturing of the House of Rep-
resentatives by Democrats in 1875, party politics in 1876 was characterized by
a stalemate between the Republican and Democratic parties, which forced poli-
ticians from both parties to look for issues that would bring them additional
votes. Under such circumstances, the anti-Chinese issue, which had long been
a local matter, was recognized by both parties as politically exploitable and
profitable, and thus began to enter the mainstream of politics.



220 -Nevada Historical Society Quarterly

The next vital moment was the passage of the Fifteen Passenger Bill, which
limited the number of Chinese brought into the U.S. from the sea to fifteen
persons per vessel, in 1879. It was during this debate that James Blame, a major
Republican leader from the East, openly supported the Chinese exclusion policy
and effectively turned anti-Chinese sentiment—originally and largely uttered
by local political leaders like Denis Kearney in California—into “a legitimate
battle cry” for the Republican party (p. 168). Blaine’s motivation for doing so
was, among other things, to attract California voters to support his presiden-
tial ambitions in 1880. Blaine lost his bid to dark-horse candidate James A.
Garfield of Ohio at the 1880 Republican convention—which thus constituted
another crucial moment—but his western supporters succeeded in forcing the
party to formally adopt the policy “to limit and restrict” Chinese immigration,
which subsequently set the tone on this issue for the Garfield (and, soon, Chester
A. Arthur) administration (p. 188).

The final moment materialized when the Senate, in early 1881, ratified the
Angell Treaty, which revised the original Burlingame Treaty of 1868 by allow-
ing the U.S. to unilaterally regulate or suspend Chinese immigration. By this
time, Gyory argues, only a handful of Republicans (most notably, Sumner’s
protégé, George Frisbie Hoar) had remained firm and true to the egalitarian
ideology upheld by the party earlier in Reconstruction. By contrast, a majority
of the party had decided either to support or to tolerate Chinese exclusion,
which was legalized in May 1882.

It might be Gyory’s intention to challenge other existing explanations, but I
tend to value his study not as an antithesis to those theses, but rather as an
original contribution to an important aspect of the history of the Chinese Ex-
clusion Act that had been previously neglected. Where I find the Gyory study
particularly valuable is that it presents a nearly perfect case study by which we
learn not only the nature and workings of American party politics in the late
nineteenth century, but also the limits of American freedom and democracy.

Xi Wang
Indiana University of Pennsylvania



IN MEMORIAM

Leonard J. Arrington
Western Historian

Leonard J. Arrington, who died this past February, is considered by many
experts as the “single most important historian of Utah and the Mormons.”
Trained as an economist, his research in the years just after his military service
in postwar Italy led to Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic History of the Latter-day
Saints, 1830-1900, published in 1958. This has long been regarded as a classic,
although it largely slighted the rest of the basin other than Utah. There are only
a few peripheral references to Nevada.

Arrington subsequently wrote many books and even more journal articles.
These are notable for striking a middle ground between the critics and the de-
fenders of Mormondom. One of his best known works was Brigham Young: An
American Moses, published in 1986. This has been termed by Professor Ronald
W. Walker, “a historian’s biography.” But perhaps his most important contri-
bution as an historian was in his self-described role as an “historical entrepre-
neur.” In this, particularly during his tenure as Latter-day Saints church histo-
rian in the 1970s, he was in the “business” of encouraging a broad range of
historical scholarship. Besides promoting numerous projects by the profession-
ally-trained staff he assembled he found ways to encourage a great number of
other scholars, particularly younger people including a rather large number
with whom he co-athored articles. He was in the forefront of commitment to
nurturing projects in women’s history, the history of common people and bi-
ography. When the present writer published his first book in 1986, Arrington
wrote the foreword essay and I penned the following acknowledgment:

... to Leonard Arrington, I owe a great debt of gratitude for offering me the initial
opportunity to probe the holdings of the church archives and for the constant nurturing
of a whole generation of budding historians of Mormonism and other subjects, among
whom I am honored to be numbered.

Some, including the former editor of Western Historical Quarterly, Charles S.
Peterson, have asserted the history Arrington wrote and promoted was too
much about the Mormons and for the Mormons to be truly great. While there
is some truth in this, Leonard always had an interest in subjects on the periph-
ery of Mormon history, if not entirely away from it. The article he wrote on the
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Sterling gold mine published in this issue of Nevada Historical Society Quarterly,
which I revised sufficiently to claim coauthorship, is a case in point. He gath-
ered the notes for the piece while researching Great Basin Kingdom and always
had an interest in the subject, even though it does not present all church lead-
ers involved during the crucial decade of the 1890’s in a favorable light so far
as business judgement was concerned. He liked the final draft of the article
and looked forward to its publication.

It now appears that many trained in the so-called “New Mormon History”
are branching out beyond the more narrow confines of L. D. S. church history
into subjects closer to the mainstream of American history. Leonard would be
proud of this. He will be greatly missed.

Edward Leo Lyman
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