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Pictures of Nevada 

Phot()j;r"l'hel'!i haw "'-"-'11 dueumentin,!; ntOdem lift, in N",'ada almost from th .. start. Til<' ~'''Iic'''ll'r;''t in the collection of the 

N",'.da I Hstoric~1 So'l<icly is a shot by K H. V.nre ,,/ tt><.· YO • .IIlt; Am<'.ic~ fire Comp.loy 'n.minK up for a f"'rade in Virginia City 

on July 4, 1862. This may w .. 11 be the ~'ilrliest iJNgt: "",d .. in Nl,,'ada that still ",0515. Another Image in the society', collection i. 

almost ~ Nnl. and it ~extteJlW'ly .arl', It is ,hto ...... Iy known piel" .... of the "",in SIn"" of , .... boornins SOld camp of T",asufl'Oty 

in 186'}, and onows a holiday noIebrarion in P">I\n.."5S, Just as rare, but much bo.'Ik..,. kno ... n bKau'le 1M h;$Iorical socicty has 

pubh~ it "" '''''I'''-',uly, ;,; the 1869 artlr fk "",'~ ... "h a on ..... Ioot<ing north ""roM Myron La ~"'s bridg~ to VLrSini.l Stn.. ..... and 

the C""tr.l l'"df..: railroad tr""k.~ in the ","and-....... to"m of KeN> in Au!!u~1 of 1868. n.ere .re many. "",oy mun' such image in 

the N"";>d~ ItlMorical St.>ck1y's collectioN. Tho.-y d<lcum,mt 10< uS the inc .... a.ingly di>!ant p.»I, and t~ help us lnow WNlt HI" 

1'\.·.lly was like. Somelimes 1"'-1' Iell uS Ihat Ihi"SS were nol "" diff,'...,m. 

From toc ~"r1ic"'l d.Y" of the N""ad" Hbtork,,1 Sock'iy, rollocting and exhibiting photogr"l'hs MS b..'eT1 an important activity. 

kanne Elizdbeth IV",'1'. toc society's first _n,t.'Y or din.>etur, bq;~n the task almost ,~~ ""'''' ~s tho: ,;oclety WaS fourui<:<I, "n May 

30. 19(14. aOld she cootin .... '<ltoculk'Cithroushoul ooloog I,,,,,,,..,. She was s till director when ~ di,,(! in ]9SO. '!be $<>detr'. fiM 

muswm, buill in 1912, h.>d """,t of its photo cull'''11un on d;,pl.y. The ... are ""'ny old hanlNck prints in t"" .... IIl'Ci1un today 

that bear the pmholl's from .. ""'" they w" ... stuck up on the .. ails of t .... • first mu,""um. FOfturotdy, w" I\() longer emplny 

thumblacks for c~hibihons, and the anci<.~1 photOll .... 1'\'Ce'I\'ing the best of C:n" in tIw roll«1ionu.,..".. 

I ... .., B ..... mNugh h.as "",-", the curalor of phnt<>gtaphy allhe N""'ada Hi$torica] Socie1y ~inn' 1996. All of IhoMo .... !iy photo­

grapl\s, plu~ I"" hund~s of IkmI .. OIds 1""1 haw co"''' inlO lhe rolie<:lions ~i.,...., a ... in his CaR'. It is his re.puosibilily to ensure 

their ... fety and I""K'-'Vity, and to provide publi .. <Kn~ to them. He hoi" al,;('l curate'" a number of outsMruling ~.hibi'ions in the 

sociely's Chan);ln); Gallery, bringing ",igin"1 im~g,'S fmm the ,,,lk"li<.>11 10 Ihe nttention of lhe public fur Ille firsl time in d".. 

cades. Wi lkmll his cura lorial expertise, ""il"'" uflhe :IOC~ly'. perma"'-~t e.hibiti<!n....-NI'I.",I.: Pr~.m m,d Pmp«/;!.", aOld, in 





.. 
the Oub Cal N.,...·a·V,fjo;;nian, W.I"" Ufo III. DTy t..om:l-w",,1d boe ~ibJ<,. In f.x::t, 1..f.t', color phutt)S oIlhe C"..,.., V.11ey and 

,"" hllls near F"IIOfl, both Idk.., tN: day after Christmas \99\1, fonn I"" b.li.is for the murals that f.M'''' tho: L~'lranee 10 ,"" 

pcrmnll"nl eXhibition in the ShcPP'-'r.;on Gallery. 

Dr, Urumb.'ugh's training and his indi""hOl1s ha"c m.l<I~ hi", <"Sp«i"l!y ... .,11 sui ll-d to his '''~k. His academic bi>Ckwound is 

iIoC, ..... Uy in art and art history. with a spco:i> lty in historic pht'I"Kraph~~ and "" ,,-..:.4,',..;1 a dockIralc in anthropok>gy f".rn the 

U""'ersny ofCalifurnia at lkr~,""'Y' ~lisdi$sert3tion work I/wolwd ,·id.,,, documentation of Pamo cetemQn~,;lnd along the 

way"" was a,,·.on\ed a Don;>lhN Lango> fcllo .... 'Ship. His .,·ocarion, acquirod long befun. he ea"", '0 Ii,... in N.\·ad.l, i~ c~ploring 

.nd documenting with hiscaffil..,3 tho.· "host towns. I/;Jek roods, and Lmdsc .. pes of theG",,,! II.:Isin. Every "''''l'I<...",j. he still hc;>ds 

out in his. J,"'p 10 see what he: can 5ee and 10 apply his art '0 .... ""rdmS those imal\'''' 

The exhibition Time j" Nrt",I., l'lwt~"',~" by I.t .. lir",,,/J,,,,S/" CdI~I,,!:lli'd in this i""u~ of tt... N,,,,,,la Hi,'oriali $Qcirly Q,wlrrly. 

"'l'.-n~ ,he oc'St of Dr. IlrumNugh'5 effort;. H,· bringt an artb t's L')'<' and an antl>""""logilit' • ..-..sibilily !() lhe ;oy of rt'COfd· 

ing tM rftnn.lnts of N ..... ada ·~ ~t. H i<! work as ndtho!r llridly d ocu",,-"'tary nor strictly art. RaU-, it ill a /.:Iicitowo blend of 

bod •. He brings US into intH""'" cootact witl> tM things of the paSt by foo:usins on c~tr-uinary d.,toils. and he ""''''''' uS p.HM 

In f".""do'r the meaning of the p.1.I. AI the ""me riO'k·. he io not lust making p~lty piclU"-.... Althoogh hi~ p~rapl>ic skill i~ 

mOre th.,n L"'ident in evcry image, hi~ art carr ies U8 beyond the )urf~ce inlo lhe d~"lh$ of the image. 

We are "ery plc.",d to be ;lbl~ to present I.....;,·s "'ork. both in e~hibitk>n and in publica tion . Th is p"-'SCnt~t;on of his fX'rtr.it of 

N<"'ada's past CrNI"" a rt'COfd '" pt."""a....."t as we Can make it. \\Ie in";I>: you, the memb .. ,,,, of the Nevoda Hi,torical Soc""y. to 

vi$il l.'c Brumbaugh's N<,,'.od~ in IN-Chaogiog Gallery b .. ,tw<-enOctober 11 and ~ lO, 2002. 

Time in Nevada: Photographs by Lee Brumbaugh 

Nevada Historical Society Changing Gallery 
October 11 - Dt'C('mber 30, 2002 
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Tn.-.sure Cily in 1869. (N(!.VJdo I/"wlroi S«irlyl 



Tillie il1 Nevada 

LEE B RUMBAUGH 

N~lur~1 time is usually char.Kteri, ... ocl. lil,- the uniw,,,,, il..,lf, in terms 01 its vastness. Gi."Olugk lime. In, example. is measur<:d 

in milliuns of )"C~TS. Ihe kind ul lime il I.lkcs fo, seas to form and then b.o filkocl by ~oclime"ls maoy miles thick. or I..,r muunlJin. 

lu be raised up and lhen wom down to flat plains. 

Nalurallime is typically also v;ewro ascyclk., I. ,uch a~ in Ihe yearly round of the "'"SOnS, Ihe .. "bb and flow 01 the tides. the 

cyde 01 day and nillht. ,·",-r",>. Such natural", cyclic lime is olten cunt,a,led wilh Ihe linea, time scale of h"m"n hislory. in 

which Im?"rlant eVeTIts are recorded a5 a series..,f dat .... pnlCt."Cding lrom the past to Ih,' p,,-"S<ml. 

Of course. the~ is n.., lime bul Mtur"llim~. in the ""'""" that tM phenom"na );i"inll rise In nur idea. of lime are part of the 

uniw..".,. and no lime but human lime in lhe,...ru!<' Ihal the concepl uf "timc· is a hum.". conslruct. 11me alway; has bulh a linear 

and a cyclical asp<>ct. as weU as" perp<·tual "now# a'pt...:t. C",mic lime includes such linear a,pt...:ls"o the birth and expansion 

of th~ u"i"~J>i(', th,· ,,,,atinn and ""olution of galaxies, and 01 solar sy;tl'ms within g,,]a,i<$. Ge<llogic time includes the Ii",,", 

''''olutioo 01 the pllOct. as well a.tlte progressive expons;"" ul Ih~ «>otincnts by c)'cles of nlountain build in);. 

Cathedral Gorge. located south 01 Pioch,· in Ne,·~d.,·s Lineoln County. iliustrMt!S m~n)" "I I"atu"-,, and processes of geological 

time. A milli"n years"g". durinS tim~.,. much wetter than now." IMIl~ Ioke lormed in a local basin. 0...,. tin'e, st"'ams carri,ocl ,i lt 

down fmm tlte surrounding hills. Eventually. the lak~ was lilIed in. and as Ihe dim.I,- chanlllod to de""". the dry lake bed itself 

began t.., crudc. 

o.."pitc lheir youlh, some miner.,li7.ed 10)"""'; 01 Ihc lake lx>d had tumed to rock. prot • ..:t;,,); II", 10llsdy con;."lid.,tc>d sediments 

b..-Iow lrom ,oinlall ,·rusion. This cap,ln"" <!I1<Xt created spi ..... and fiul .. od columns. as spc-ct'IC\lJ.lr, On a smaller sca le. as their 

hard·rock "'qui"alenlS 10 the east in Ulah. Bee"u", 01 the suft nMuox: of the materials. Ihe ,hapo:s..,1 the lormation, in Cathed,al 

Gorge change with e"ery rainstorm. making lho.> pfOCeMeS of geologica l t im~ ",adily app.,,,,,,!. 

1.0><> I\",,"""ush ",,\><on,.., '"" ..... 0/ t*-*w.pfoy., "" :-:,.. . .od.o lti>l<>n<.1 Soci<!}' ~"'" 1W6. An ph>Itw".!'h> in """ ."",,"0 2002 1« llrum"""sh. 
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1),., N~ti\'" Am .. ,k." c • .,nn"tion of tim" ha~ often OC"-'" d.,..,n~ a. cyclical and «'"t r~"ed with the llne.lr ron.lruction of 

lime found in Europe~" cult"..." Ac"'~Uy, Nati..., Americans, like F"-"'P"" in I>""",al. _n'" of time ... both 10""., and cyclic.1. 

In lrib.d and p"a,.,nr ~Me!I "'·c..-yw~, vit-w~ vI time W,,", li.:d \0 the se.'I""",,1 round and II> tho:- ceremon;'" m,1.rking its 

m~jor """"Is, ,uch as the pLln!'''); 01 crop!!. h.''''c."ts of specific wild or dOm<!Sticatc'<l pl"nlS, annual commUn;J1 hun~. Of coll,..;­

ti'-" fish h~n'{'Sts. Only relativdy "", .. nll y in II", hi,tory of cuit"",, ho, the :;cason"' cycle of liI~ IlL"''' "".,rshado""", by the linear 

hislo<kai achie-'emffil,; of 'p<lCiflc ind;,'idu"l~ and irnp<'1"ial d)'lWsties. 

In Nc,·~d..>, petroglyph!< and pictograph< offer""", of the bHI i""ighrs into the " 'orld,'M>w 01 the fil'Sl ~"', 10<-10'" the 

in\'~'ion ,,' European colonISts. Although d>ec~act meaning of N~rh'" Arrwri<an rock~ ... Is unlmo .. ,,, and prub.wly .. nkno .... bk·. 

(w '.,in dca, thc_-s emerge. based both"" \,;,,,.1 content and early interviews with "'liSioU5 pracli li"o<'Q. 

W~vy lines. pooiSibly syn,bolk of •• infoll. flowing "'ater. and ntM' nalu.,,1 proc_. pn'<lominate in Ihto n""t mmmoll 

rock""'1 "ubstyle found in N~"·.wla. ,,'h;':h ~rcl\aoologists ha, (' appropriatdy tenru.'<l 11 ... • (;",at l!d5in «II-"i1i"" ••. 

Spirals <lI1od circles w'lhin circle an.' "",..,s the """,I h-o:queol molifs in Ne-·ad..> ruck ~rt. n- symbols.lre ofl"" a'>SOci.>loo 

in N~lh ... Am~·ric~n cuh" ..... wilt. It..: sun. and tile cydicaJ tI.ItUI\' of rime. Such circkos were 5Oml'IimlOS pl.lced wlJcn·lho.')' would 

ser\'(' as calcnd~Q. with a ray 01 light po»;n!! though the co"'" 01 the circle <m the doy ()f Ih" summer OIQbli",. 

1U!J>n'Se"talional pelroglyphs at<' fairly 'MC In Nc,·ada. and animal~ are d<1';':I\.'<I more fn'qucnlly than hum ...... The animals 

shown :o;omclimes reLoI(' 10 hunring practin ........ where actual hunlin.g !<:'OmCS arc re<'Ord~:d. H ..... ·e-·er. n'Searche", loday bel ... " .... 

many of lhe animal d'1'ichons ... lale 10 I"',animal's luncl"" asa spi"l Kui<k for religiuus pr.w:tiliot\eN. R..1'."s.,,,ting lho- animal 

u" ,I~ may h.,·,· hcJp!!d R n,<!did"" mM '" w"man In attain it:; Did or receive its pow<'Q. 



Homo<! .,,,.,j I"".rogl)'ph ........ Folio<>. 2001 



F;'1d rn dOO petroglyph. "" .. VttgiMi. City. 2002 
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H~tory, a ..... ritt...." by l::un1oJl'Nfl Anwrican;;, focus..s on line;" time: tile ,hoin of ",'wts giving rise In statehood. the ca ...... ", of 

famous mining tyroom and politirol bos6<s, the prognssi"c t~p;lnslon of tr:lnsport.lt1un ",-~worb, and tllto liM'. Cyclical p.ot­

terns of tim(- have had, nont1hdcss. an <'qUill rok' in ~ping tht' homan Ian<b<:apc of N .... ·ada. ~ boo.>m-and·bust cycle of 

capi\.olism. ClGl<:eroalrd by a har;h desert ,,",,;rorll",-"", has led to N<', ~da's terrain ~~ng dot~ wilh far more parti., lly OC<:\O. 

pK.~1 ghost towns and ab.'n<iolled town .i l<-", Itwo growing cnmmuniti..,. 

N< ... ·ada·s limit.-d mo<nI~ baS., has alwaY" ''nOOUraged an "' .... -nk-pcn<leoce on ... logle industries. ",,,",,,,,-.,. mining or gam­

bling.;tnd. COItSe<! ..... "" "ul~ability to ,-""""""k OO""·nturn.,.. ",'en coIla~. Virgini.!. City, Tonop.>h, and GoIdrwld. in thcir 

s~I"l' "'-')'dayo<. Were each the larg($1 dty in N""ada, with populations eJ<Ct'<'d,nll I",,-,,,'y thousand. Today. ,,,,-,), are 50-

c~lled );\,;ng gho<l tOWN with population.. in tl,.. hund"-',b. Rhyol it." Ibwhide, Aurora. T"'a~",~ City. and s..',·~n Troughs, as 

well ~. hundreds 0/ ~,.kr",wn mining 'own~, are now only h;"o,ic (Ir "n:ha"'I"IIic~1 ~il~'S, 

The more prosaic rililroading or .....,.·in· «'fIlers liM R,.""., 1lc~lty, and Fallon h.>,'e oolLasIt'<l mo.l 01 IIw. high.Oying mining 

I""'· ..... Some, such as tiny r ....... k')' and mEpCily I~ \'ega5, an: e~pt.oriencing growlh bonm.!.. Rffio, like many cities loday, is 

... pcricnc:ing both bourn and bust at tlw. S<lrnc ti ...... "The r~pid e"pan";on of bu.;"","" and R'Sidential d<'wlopment in \ho.. sub"",,, 

contrasts with ,h" 'mgolng problems of a d<'<lining downtown. 

nw romance of the w"l .. m ghoi;l town I lems In pa" from a !ie""" of InsI;.-the imagi ..... -d In.ss 01 a lime whl,.1\ life was more 

ink1\;<.', frff' from 1m, ""tnclions 0I5Ocio.1y and lhe weighl of mund~ne ~";biliry.lhe ghoo;l<...t mining town ""'0",,", a lime 

when 1m, American ideol, of indh' idua!ism and ,,,,If·,,,,lianno we ... at a pn...ruum, ... hI,..., lhe ironic American gool of self-mad.­

wea ld'S<'emM more readily achievable. n,., ghoo>l town. with ils crumbling "'TTlai,,~ nf buildings <.m<:<: "0 full 0/ life. alsu " ".,... 

n.~h."; emotionally a~ a syn,ool for the shortooss of the homan life 'pan and lho> seeming insi~nificance of h uman ,"f\dca"nr in tIw 

f~of d.-alh and the "."Irwss 01 cosmic lime. 
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\Vilh the oogoin~ concent ... >!;"" of IIw AlMrk~n pupul~ti<>n in disaster-prone a",~'. including nood plain., ro.»Ml zones, and 

do..""-'fl~. disasters~ .... becoming ~ n'f1I<~1 conccm of American cullu",. Disaster ~n.iely and irs aso;ocia~ pohtkal debate had 

b«nrnecritkal issue~ ... ·~." before the ~·, ....... t5 oI5q>rcmber 11. 

In th .. West. tho> Ih~"t of wildfire-and what "hoyld or shuuld not be done to pr" ... ~nl jt-.... been ~()f II", most deb.>t~'d 

public policy ;.,;lI<-.... For many y~ars. all fins ... ,,'" "iewed as ;,tlacklo upon hllmanily by !liltun' II""" "mllck, Tot,,1 fire supp~ 

5ion w.s 'hoe normal and .. xpected SO"ernrnent,d n'SJl'OOS". De.:dd..", of ruel buildup, rombinro wi th ifl("rl'a5ing d l'\I"gh! roodi. 

lions. k.-d to rn.iIS5i,·c. unoronlro[L>bl<' ion'Sl fires in the 1990s and I<> a call for rethinkin); fl....-manag.:rno.'f1t concepts. In_ 

fOR'Sled a .... as. fi", has b..'Cn """'-'n 10 be a ..... '«'SUr}' J"lr1 of ... Iur~l "'S"""ration. Although ,"" $Cience wa~ ...,und, its applica­

tion by land manage", was som<'limL"; faulty. 

In the Nc"oda de;.,rl. fi", is not an aUy of Iht: indig~nous sp.,ocit'S; il sp",~ds Europe,ln w~ ... '(ls at the c~po. .... ,"" of OUt nati,·c 

""'II..orush and juni""r «osy;;tc .... _ o.-erg.ral'"g tr~llSforms the ""tu,~l hill, inlo w«dy 1lop<'S t,.,.tacf'd by , attic trails, which 

gfl-... tty .1lC1l';>S<.'S the likelihood. not only Wt lightning "'ill Clu,"" fires, but that tho..>se fire will bum rapidly bt'Yund rontrol, 

dc."troying c,·,.,. moll' 01 N.,,',w,, 's {,agile dc;;...,.t l-cusyslem_ In a typical NC-'.>da summer, fifL'S bum almost h.tlf a million acT1$ 

In these phol"ll'aphs, lhe clc,,. de""'t light ,akinK across charn.'(l, ICrrd(M hill, CT'N tl'S " tt ractive graphic patten,s Ihal "taSk 

the undcrlyin[; destrucT;"" . In ,;onle atm" burninll ... gt-'bru,h ha, d<'P""itc'(l ",des of c"""',,,,,1 on the ash""~'T.'(l soil. ell'aling a 

roM~'ntly ch.tnging array of p.1llem and ""tu~, "'hen:> _ hillsides ""'y look like the rind of a mw.krn<>lon. others like the fur 

of an animaL This i, di ... stcr ti""" bullhe beauty 01 nalU", "'iLl shiJW:!l through t'- bhs""'(ll.JndS<"apH. 
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Exhibitioll Checklist 

Erodod ,my"" 11'. 11, C.thedral c.o."o. 2001. In tJ.., UPl"" I"'r! 01 t1u. i"",S". """ c.n ..... It>. t~ ,n, II.>nl loy ... tNt, by J>fOO'CIi~ Ih .. <>11 10) ..... bclo>w. N..., 
a.d "' !h< k""""'", rX lIu,,,,,.oo p,rt..,.,. 
5<>rond '-Oow 0/ t,,", ""'in conyon w,1I .1 C.,I»d,.1 G<w. 1998. 

Clo>cup ,-jew oI.iJI """'''''' ill tho sorgo, Summor 2001. As ront,;»I," lot"""'';! ~. II., "-",tt",.-...,.., ,pto'd fo<m •• 1 C.lI,."", '''''11'' "","" oaI! qu,!'!)'. 

En>;ion <1 ... ,1 •• , ("lloiJrAl C""lo'" 2001. 1':(>1.11 ~r.p"-' mu", b< ... ...., by uri)" morning 01 "'=in& light "'''P'''''' ",xl"",. Tho fmc >uri"", btu"", 
0/ ,,,-......Jed <pi"" WffI' c.ptl'...J it ""'" by u.-..lere>;p<l'i"ll.nd m·""-d ...... Joping 11", film. 

R.iliM.culprcd forms, Summer 2001. \\~.I~.I C.thedral Corg<-;,. not just 'ubl • .octi .... l-i<ju;f;...J "It fklwinS dov.'nw.nI "",IS t ... lo ... ,.,..url...." 
< ..... "ng. wid.:< r.'W' d,n.,pes ,han.", r ..... nil in h.iru "". ,.nyons. 

H<J<fl«I tood prnvglyph, ..... , F.II.;. .. , 2001. Tht h<.>m<d tood is ortu.Illy. liwd (Of !\"f'I .. <i liwd'i nnI.ble I ..... it< .bility 10 too. from il<....,rni<!s, • lnil 
Ih.!, might ",,"1 n..,". b".,n 'hough. ~,.ble by ... rly <; ... , s....i" d"..J ..... TIl< .ni<! ru. made ".., 01 • n."",.>! (fdeX in tho bouJdor to ,ug.g<.'>l ""'" II .. 
~ to.>d .... its n."..,....;l body to wodj;. , .... If in'" < ...... "'" ,,-lion dong<'< tlwotmo. 

~'ield 01 dol> p<iroglyph. fll'M V .. rginia C .. ty. 2002. I'edcd dot>. """,-" rrndomly rloK<..! lik ,~. '" .,,,n$f<l in "'."'.'''' .monS , .. mos, " ,,'"'''''' 
1"1~yph &..,Ign d"m"n" In ,h., o..",II.Jsin. 
Compie>: pe\nlf\IrJ>h p.1"" in , .. (;"'" 8.o,In ~ri< <1)'10. n ... " VIrginia Ci'~. 2002, I'elrogI)'PM '" ,hi, style.", .Iot>or.icd Ihrougll the "'I"-'Ii,""' ..... 
oomhin.l,IOO or'",h b...ic~Iemtn, ... Slroigh'linoo. "''''Y Iir.<. ..... c",..n."m... Th< ~ m'N:; P>fll~ i<r>d ,,,,,'.nI,o. """iii", .. ,. 0 >\IbM)'k ,hough' to 
be!.k'f 1I",n ''''''''I"il·.Im' run'ilinNr """. 

Un", .... 1 ...,...unl.oo <lOck """II no , bouldor ".,or '1,~ City. 2002. Put '" tho ronwIllC .LIt. '" t-o..ti,..,Arncric"" pctrog1yph> ..... In tho W>[l·rI.mly '" 
., .... , <.'\'('1\ ,"" ""'" "'I'I<S<1>1a'K>n.>1 designs ,1(\ .... lIy dtpi<I_ llocs ,hi. ~rogl)'l'h >h<wo' • spI'dr "'I,h .tt.d><d f.-.o,....,. '" "'-""" kind '" pia"'. I. f""IYpj 
....... 1hInS I'''' """,,;),1 \-I\.'<on "'~'t'f k""'" fur '""' •• "" , .... , i, .g.om p.1t' '" ,f.... my*')' '" ,,,' .... 

~ n""In,oIn """" po'trOglyph, ,,"" VI,);,nI> City, 2002, ... moog ,"" f .... "'I''''''''''''iMol ~rogI)'ph dopi<liMs th.lt <;ur be ~ "'Ith ""..,. 
lou ~'" cm.m'r a", too.e 01 moun'aIn"""-'P, In Ih< ptl'Offi, ""'mpr, only tho Iypoc.ol '''-'-'1'' bd<k 00rru "'w"., this idt.."Ilicahon, n..·!rwu"n' 
d<pIctiono of moun, .... """-'P In rock .M """m out of proport"'" to 'hoir ",Io,i ... '!), ."...11 ... S"irlC"·,,, .. :IS . f.,.",J """m,. le.oJmg """'. "''''''''''' Iu ber,,-~-. ,'''' 
.trti>ts """, pnfNrily In'""'S!<..! In the .pin,...,1 q",li,,,,, 01 this n,mb.'<1\·O(""· 

Il.!,.nd ~Ing lint<; 1"""'!\Y1ph. """""n .. "".ll<d "'" "r.l.e" motif. ,,,'" V'trginl.! CIty.lOOl. The d<'sign m.lY "'1'''''''''' (.tiling .. In, I ... " ...... CMtrol 
was. dIU _gilt"'" practkro by mcdOcInc prople """"" N",·ad!.·, N.ti,,, ,\m<'fi< ..... One '" tho rom""",ly p"'f'06<'d io",'P"""tivn> 10< Ih" ""'r,1(\ 
dt'>ign ;, ' .... , i, "'1'''''''''''' .. in f,'ling f""" <k>ud" 

Up!ide-dOW" hwn.>r> f'I'I"'IIlyph. p<>'6ibly .ymbolIIin,o; <kath. ""., V'trginl.! Cil)'. 2002. Humour r'$ul<'S'''' r'''' in N",'ad!.. "'hon, ""',0<1 dcsiSIl> 
doml""i<'. n.: do;igr> no ,Ot Ief, fNY "",.....",1 ,"" mtIIj><'<k, "'nich i" ,IS >r'0l I""". w'> """",m<., u>«l by """""'"'" to 1"""'" , ..... , I'kti ..... 

Stomp mill pullo.,·. T"""P'h. 1<)9.1. T'-""'I"h', II(h ,;;k .... loJgoo. ~' ..... fi"" \o<:.,.,J .00 rI.,m.,J by J;m Bu,Ier in 1\100. Ono '" N ..... .oJ.·, biAA'" ci, ... on "'" 
"'tly 1m. T"""",," tod.y <"nll"!<' III. os. tourist '''''11W' ,Wop no tho "'oy from R<M 10 Us \'<8»-

Upl"" port"'" '" >l.!mp milL showons tho d,iI-...... it;md cog> , .... , I'f' a"" drop ,he ..t.Imp> to ""'" _. T ..... 'I"h, 19'Iot, 

sn.,..f!i .00 in"""" w,11 "I ""'" ......... 5Ok .. Top Mm .. , TO"''I''h, 200J. Tho _.i .. 0/ tho Tonop.>" , ...... .,., <lrIh-, romp""" with tho otigiNI mining buiJdmg< 
.nd mochI"""Y, is P"""'" ' ...... s .n "",000< mi nIn~ m""", m, 



'" 
Sc1ftt> dou< ,,'~h "' ..... hnod _lion. CoIdn.td. 2002. ............ f"<IF'IL> ..... 01_ 18JO) in 1\107, CoIdr .......... N<-<'''''' '' ~ (II)" \,Oilk .... 
......... -t ............ &"' otoot-. GoIdfftl;" ~."""'It .... _ U'"fIr til :-..,.od.o •• ·."iIosgho>< _n$.. EntJup """"'" build"'!;> ......... 1fIouP. 
to ,01oe Cddf..(d """'"5 M> .... '. ~ """'"' ...... 

s....... _ MId f>._ ... .0 of..., _ """"",, CoIdIitiol. zoot ~ 1"'''''''''' hglu plo)''''S .... ., WNIhmd wood ............. ......., ollhf 
f\nobns ......... olll/N'. 

Etchod w>ndoo< dorur.1ion. GoIdfftll-. GoIdfotld.1DJ2. CoIdfiooId ~~ """",,,.-I Co:ooy;r W~ ..... iIohod p<>/I.oaI MId, finonci,ol 
""'PH" tt.o,o,d uf"I'" ..... 11h __ "r GoIdfl<ld· .. "i ..... nd .... m,11s. TIlt L,o, "" Cddf>tld l lood,. "" ...... in ~ by \\."'If ....... houw<I ..., ,."'tu>tI ",.,. of..., <by. 

r'o1;.I1~ d'''''''''11N mini' 1>w\d"'S- M~ d1>lri<1, 1991 AC!i,'u i l,'('r ~II«'<> lrum 1 912'~ thr Nrly 'f<>noeJ. Lcw\-r ond UJ'I'l" Ilox~.", """. 
""" ~""" to",no, Since thio r/»Iognpt. "'os to ....... tho dl<.rid'& lew """",nins mi .. · bu,ld,n~ .. h.!"HclLopsnl. Only "" .. ,Ik1 ",bins, 1wJ1 .. """ ond tilt 
<bell 01. rruJj buikllO~ .1111 .... nd. 

Stomp mill ..........,,,. """ w.-,., ~ .... 199.1 Tho ~"" mill boUd",S .... b..n dMt.>nll</d ond cortiN ."'oy. , ... k'!' ,,11IIf mint'. ""odl,,,,,,,, 
md thr "' .... ""'~ 1"'" <on boo ...... in \he ~, 

" ... """""'" ttucl.. T_ c-p. 1m. 11'11> ~.ph .. _ d«<r'm:- lUnnoi .. in. dry, ro<k) _ . buo ..., """", ol '...., .. Id gr ... pIM100d by 
Nrll _ .... <rNt('f • .-.I.."..".ra. No.r m. """" ~ .... '-' ol>ondonod, s.. .... T-w-. T_ .............. ponodi< ..... j, ... of.....tkc.tlr 
_"""I'dy 1,,/oW ....... 'n'''IIi ho<to<s_"""'f"td. 

Ru.no 01111<' IlhyoI .... SchooI ......... "' .. 00"""' ... KhyobIr. 1\1\10. Rt.y.II, .. "it!' ~ 01111<' DNIh 1'.0.,-..... ___ ... to.dI.~""'\II\'IlIII<' .......... 1 --:::au Iht ru.. dK.od< 01111<' _ cmtury. n... ... I'<>llfr ""'"Y' ~ .... -.o ><_ fwWd both hit -.....a Ihr I<J:"'I". iMIw. 
n.... ... 0; .... 1 -Ith,.,a; ... bioi .... poni< 01 I'1(17W ~ .... <tIl101'''' 01 .... dioIficI botfuft. ""'~ ..... ld \lor flllly dr>~. Rt.y.II, ...... 1I.ad 
""'r' Itw in IO'mII <10<" .... 

lIooniod up buikl,"I'i- T........" 1m. FouncIr<I in 1\107 II> ...... ~ Ihr !lull .... .;1,' .... """"'S dl>Irid. .... -.... W", .·,mI...uy ~ """" """"'IIi <-' m 
1911 s...'fI.1 UMmlf'itd buil<li"5' """'If!. 

lim< ............. Au ........ 1m An impon.on' mirung amp of Ihr 1I:l600. Au"". ;,.,..m..ps ~ f ............ Ihr Ioc ...... "' ....... SOm ..... CItmtns. ""'" 10 be 
M .. k T,,·.,n, ron"~ .t>J ......... fl'd from IlOId 1 ... ·, ... . t>J "' .......... ~."". he.li"l """"""'ptf p;..-n,s. AI ..... bntf rrvi,'.1 in Ihr "fly """'~~ """"'I)'. 
AufO<. N, """",,,...t M.lly oIb.tr.d<nod. OnlY m",W" cobin ,t>J mill .. """,nlO muk iIO loc'''oo. 

M" .... ""f! indio.,..or on ...... s.. .. ,,,," Troup.< di$tri<l. 1993 RcJ'<>rtS 01 ri<f, pd d;..,."..' ..... pn!cip;"'''''' """ to x.'l'II T"'""lIn. CanJ'<l".t>J .... /oond"'s 
of . """n in 1'1(17, A oigntr ..... , prod_lhrou~k ..... " .... WotkI \'i'f. I .... dl>ln<t .... 1oor..t.I""" ond mine N .... 1l"II\oIm;"g tod.ty. 

I .... MId Onl co ...... lu ... p.>Wd to 111<' ..... ", "'011 of .... r-""""- [u .... SttrItrttI lSuiIdirot. 2002. ~01"':"'.odo·, ..... , ......... Ilh cmtury .;),,,,, prodo<-
..--. f:.. ...... bopI to f.od< by Ihr 18!iO>. s;...:., ""'" ... ",,0/ br;./ ............ ;.'.10-.0 it> n* it>. ~ _ ond _nry """ Ito,., \.opt 1II<'.....n 
_oI£dftb ...... 

l'ut4on"" Iht .. "", ......" ... .0 cf .... P""'" """'" EM .... SttrI .... ~ lOOZ. 

T"", .od,..,-. not1h inImor .. ·.11 cf Ihr p.- """'" C ..... SttrItrttllItrild,"IIi lOOl. n.. ~ bNoutYcf. -.lt4 ""'''''"'Y _ bos _ t... 
""u....,J1II<' tnCOoOChintl; dKoy oi ........ 

Oyn.t"" ... bo.o:. rrw. ~w.. C...-lton.1OO1 A<h," ~u""ll: Ihr I~ in ,Itt prod"""'" ofb>st _I,., Ihr .. -.I).prtOtf'-.d 1'I'Inrf M ...... OS prn.1tly .... ·nod. 

Dttoiloi ,Itt hr.odI ......... 1 I .... Prun ~t.nt, (_11on.1OO1. n.. '-.11 ......... 1 IItt Prun ........ io..;d IO k I"" ko'll">' n. Iht 0I.t ... II iomt.oinly.trU>(I IItt 
__ """pJo.\, wi"' • .,.,,·.ttd I .... 1t ond trock f<>t "'" ~.'" """'~ ,~~ ito middk The I"fTY"riggod i.ty"""11 of <'MOIru(tion ......... 1> ;, """,nLwnt of 
I"" f'""",~ ,n,hmp<tlogio' l<I';·SI .. "",·."""""" of~, 

11<'<1<11"""'01 SI<""" (""le. 1990. MilborWro Arnon I~ SI<>...." "'1>., I\od in"<$1<'<1 ... mining P"'l""''''"' 0""'00 Atatll\ buill • 10000~IiI<I' 'urn ....... hou,;o iu" 
"",lh,,',.;1 lJiiOW1l in 1!I97. A«C'Il<lJ~ '" u..' .. od""",,1 >to<y, Stot..-< kod hoped INI "' ''''''' .. 10 m,ning woold NnIm iii> I:.bt'm-bnod ....... bul lhoy 
~ hllle in ... _ and Ihr OIl\1C"1u .. ,. . ., ""'" oIb.t~. AIl"lM/lIItt mojctI mllli"g fi'OI"-"> iJI ""' ..... in lilt nin<l«nlh cmlury. A""," tod.ty <un·i,'" 
.. . """II "",rio! i!OJI . nd R'I,_ """muf\ily. 

(yoniod< toni.. ..... Silt .... (ity. lOOZ. su.c., III<' Nfl)' 1>\",,_ Ofntwr()·.anidt ooIutlono Ita, .. bo;...., ,.,..J '" INdt R'kI ond oiI'"<'f f""" ~ ""', Early 
ton .... h ........ _ """"' onodtcf .. wd. S;I,'"CII)·. ~ iI$ _ . w .. MId is .... "".110>1 cf ........... oun';"Wo& '_IOd ...... S """',,," 



'" 

Tmtlt ~,,~ ............. '-"YrIInI!i oly. \ ""l';"'M c.ry.1UJ2. ~ lr..to """,,,,,.o«IOd YII'pI"IOoI Gli .............. ","" .. ill! tho \-~ ...... 
TlIOICkft ........ 10 .... ~ "'" w .. lulllod doom IO ..... Conm It"", ... 11, IQr ~ \"orym.> Gry .............. It.. ~ .......... """""&~ .. tht 
18.0 .... d IIIl'Oo. Tht ... NIIh """" v,'JU'Io' G% sih"ft""'" htlpaI build s... F.-WUmd ,.,...,." 1hr Non/Iom oodo du""@,""" Cr.-.II .... Ih ... ...!irtiin 
.... I"""""-.bon tho U ...... t.an,;. _..p..t -... y~ Cily in """'" jW"...., b..n "" .... «1 os.1OUrisI dcoIlI\O'nt. 

E>._ """"""r oJ .... \OmIJ Lu:nborCnmpony'> R.,no WQl'bhop>. 1999 Tho' lotiliry pm.luctd woodrn """""'p. Idlt f« "'""Y)'HI". ""'<Ioot .. 11 
""~.'" tht ,"',",,' 0/ ""'"....., 1<'<1 .,.· .. Iime. 

1Ji ... ,0. 1I .. " 

(.!tIt " .... 00 ""~,,n'd ,;.t&". a....rClWk tot\' '~'. s...m ....... lOOl. AI~ ...... 1' .. " ..... «N1t • ..,.;~ S'"4f"'k I"tl<"m. "''ftV~ on Ihi6 gr.~y 
I'iodv hoo poodu<td .... ~,"" 01 d..",od.otion cittd by .... ,.......-...... mduJ' ''I!.tliforiol ..... ocin&. "'" 01""'1""11 ...... ....-. 

MounIOiNldr ,..jllo bo.mwd ;..g.bru>h cirdeo. As....:t. in,li"id ... , ~ bumrd dow1\. ili<lt. rirdrol_r"",;, .. twn,~ """" f",.. .... _~ 

~ cottlrll.il>, d<cp<.ood by...-.dQoob "'. no""" ~ and..,. ""1. ON.CI'I!fl n...-. 50 ......... 1001 
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I'>'i<lr< , ....... 01,,,,, r.~ ...... oMw,nR II", "'-"'tl,.1:t'd ron< In ~. Sumtnt< 2001 C .. " p .... """'y «l'C'K'd only Iho ~ >ide of...om ",,'Om 
, •• ,.,.,. • .oj i",i;C4I.d by IhrI C.ttle Iroil _.ring. By ;.um ........ d,o" S''"'' ...., _ in,-"';,-, Eu""",," w.,...j, «l'l"I lho mtin> ronp. ~ It., ""ri,' • .......... 
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Book Reviews 

11" /I/OIt,;'.,." 1','",,; n,e iommliO!, of a M ylll. By O~\'id H .. milton M" ... 1och (R"no, Unh'"rsity 01 N~\·ad .. !'n,ss. 200!) 

With the 1'J50 publk~tion of Vlrglll /.J",o/ by the .. ·.'St~m histon .. n HI.'Ilry NAsh Smith. the Study of "cultural meaning" t'I"I"Il'rged 
~t the lo",f",.,t 01 histori(~1 e~pL",at'on (Vi'l"'" uflllI: 1M /1""",*,,*,, Wt"SI "" 5y"'''''' RlkI Mylh. H~"·,, rd Univcr"ity Prn. [1'J50) 

1m). The ~tudy of cultural "",aning " 'a, .-ssent;""Uy .. "tudy of the di.<rinction bomo,''''''' ''''''I;'' ~nd action. Wh .. t Americans 

lhoughl they Md done ... u just a.~ importanl ... wh.>1 tho.'). iIC1wlly did . lio ... AmericJ"'; ''''~!l1lI About tho.· ..... y in "'hich t .... 

hblor)" 01 lhe 1\'L."t l\apf""""l ... os iuS! as imp .... tanl as the ..... y it ;W:lually did l\appm. In his book TIl<" A",<'ffl>r" W",,: TIlt" 
1", .. ",;,,,, of a My/II. O,,\·id Hilmi]t"" Murdoch dearly adhen. .. II) Smith's myth ... ,nd-symbol ""h'K'1. Murdoch's lhemes parallel 

Smilh·.< "wn: TIle ide.ll (>f an cxcepli{)J\albl "'..stem society <vuld be c{)J1>iden!d nothing n""" than a devicc 01 prop.\&"nda 

m.lnipulah.-.:l by ~1f.r,,,rvinK hUlT\;1n in1,·"'SI~.l11ese sdf_rvinS inl"n..,,15 <vnstruded a popul"r ilT\;1ge lhn>ugh which Ameri­

Cans ,·jeo,.,·o:d 1/", W.'SI but which did n<>I /W'Ce5Sdrily oqu ..... with ", .. I hisI.,..ic,,1 ",Ii"". This populM imall" be<: .. me lhe myth of lIMo 

AmericAn \\bt. In later yean.. Smith', Vi'l"'" /.Jill.! c .. _ und....,. m ticism for it>< u .... ,rdepmdencc on metaphor. 1\1"", im~~nl, ;1 

c.urto.' und<:r cr;Iicism lerr lea",ng Ul"ldl\l; .. · ....... -d a most basic question. L.own.'I"ICt.' Veysey ~rg",-dtl\at Vi"..,,, /.JIIIJ faik:d 10 ~pl.lin 

·why cerlain mythsand nol others should arise in a ,,"rtk"ular tod.>l or phr~al di ...... "·· (I ... uretla It Vc')","-')·. "Myth and K'.'~hly 

in Appro.lCh,ng Am,.,.kan Kesionalism.· Am(ric~" QuQ,lnly. 12: I (l96()j, 42). Smith n."al!;ni~ lhat sdf_rving homan intcn'S" 

led 1o the c",al>on of myths. bul his an.,lysis lack.od pr«ision. 1" ,lc.ld of pinpointing lho- SOlIn:;: (>f mylh ...... aUow,-d it to my'''!­

riou,ly arise Iron' the "c"lk'Cli,'~ Amcrk.,n ",\COns.:io"," (Murdoch. xii). liis dialos"" Ix,,"n,.. 1110 ... el"sive than dmHying. 

Murduch', book aUcmplc-d1<) ... ,,\Cdy Ihis fla .... Mllrdoch bcli.'\"n that he un ide"tify ~ -",Ialiwly sm.lll numbt'r" of !""'P1c 
... ho focused 00 lhe "tasl phase of lhe """,unl of li>e ... ilde~" and made lhe "",,·bt>y ~ "mythic i>e",·I...,. ~peclfic p"'.po .... "5 01 

lho.·;, 0"'" (Murdoch. xii). Once lhe rooo,'boy mylh had been in ........ I.od. !hey markct.-d ,I wilh all lhe ~ a,·"iI"bll' in .. 

capilali'" ",>("io."y, 

tn d... .... doping hl~ aTgumenl. Murd,>("h attempts to d,'Il>()IlSIral~ th.tl Americans in""f\,,-d lhe popobr oonnl'l of lhe \\r,ld \\\..". 

,,' tlw co ... boy bcIW."-.... 1845 and 1 fIIIO. By 1887. I"" """""'m h<-ro w .. , nolon,l;~r the plaimman. Ille 1",,"Sf hunl' .... or I"" "">onlain 

man. R,lIher. lhe publkily and c\hibitioou 01 """,wn('(! gunfishler Buffalo 8ill endy had ca ught tho.· public', aUc-nlk,,' and 

Iranslormed their "isi"" ollhe I' ........ ThaI Wn t wa, now. cowbt,y W,." .. S"I by lhe 188000 and 1!1'JO:o.. lhe ..... '1 historic •• 1 C<lWboy 

waS alfl.',H!y P.1f1 of tile dying b ....... xI. AI llle po,inl w ......... lhe ",,,I cowboy I,adill"" ,·anished. I"" mylhic .. l om' look hold. 1'0 • 

... 1\;1\""''' ,"",'SOIl. a ground s .... ~11 of """Ialgi" ~w"pl the ,,-,lion al Ille d""" nil ..... ninc"""'th Ct."nlury. 11 broushl wilh il a ·psychic 

nul"i,..," thaI comp<'lI,od Americ~,~~ 10 ..,arch Ie. a romanlic "105t world" in lheir country'S p.>S! (Murdoch. p_ 63). For Mutdnch. 

thn.oe ind,,·idu;,l..-.. politician. a p.>inl ...... nd a ... ril, ... -!wl~ lho.'Il\ find that past. n....vd~ Rome\·"h. Fn!deric Kcminllton. 

and O"'·en IVbl, ... "'as Neh a "ddiberdtt' .. nd sdf-ronsdous m>' lh m~~"'- dffi. ...... i!lt'd 10 Iransiig"'" ............. hi>1OI)' into a 

)\oIdt'n .. gc "f "Arthurian" m)·th (Munloch. p. 6f). All th"", .......... ,..,..)\ht 10 uS<: Ih";r ... es ... m e.pc""nrt'"S. and lheir fdbric.led 

a<:m<,nr. of II",m. as part of a "df·promotion c~m,,"i,l;ll.I<on!.c>·d t ulillud lhe w""tC"1"11 mYlh 10 ~":I,nd It) i!w presid<'n<')'. R~mlnglOl"l 

expl";I~'<l illo neh) ... ,·" fame a~ an arti§l. and Wis"" propagandi~ed h 10 support his crmccpluali1.ation of dcmul"ncy. 



'" 
IJy "","-m,ning t ..... rclaliomhlp of COO)~ ~'ch, ltemington, and I ...... ' .... 10 the CONtnlClion of a mytlur W~.".t, Murdoch 

aU ....... ptS to sUoCn,<-'<I ... ""'" Smith 1 .. ,1<,.'<1. Smith had bill-d to elucidate why certain myth> and not oth.>rs !>hould arise in a p.>rticu· 

lar ....:ial d im ... l<>. On a b.,sk I ..... ·~I, Murdoch d ... rifi~ this i\IS,~. f in!. t ..... cowboy mylh p"""Jil....d at t .... clo!,(, of the nioeh .... ",th 

~nlury bt.",:,"1S<! it w~. tt .... m"", I'«>'nt f""'lier phenomenon. S,,'corut the myth was quickly 3CCt.'Pted b«ausc the American 

meln"lhy yc •• mcd to rerow. a golden past, whelner it had bt'C" I'CJ I or not. On II more complex level, Murdoch's ~rgumem 

"-"",,,Ins "ague. He unno! ;1«0"0' I~ the ,werridinf.; " , ... """ why American"' nostalf.;la """uld have ,,""'rgL'<l at the \in .... thai it 

did. T)'" cowboy myth may have ar;"" (fUm that It()l;talgia, bul It.. rise of the nnslalW" 'b<-~f is "",w .. tisfaclorily e~plai"'-"' . At 

timt .... Murdoch is """ptcod 10 ..... plain mi. """!algid in ~rms akin 10 Jackson '-"aI'<' antj(ap;tah~t rhctork in N~ PWtofGnKr,l>ut 

fonu""tdy hcdispLays a good ""-... ",,reof self"vslninl (1'.). )<lC:icoon 1.0..""15, No PlttctrfGrtI€r 1'I"""""*"'lSm "nJ IIot- Tnr"~'JOI"I 

rf A"""';""" CII/'''Ft. 11180- 1\120, Th.- Un;,<'1"Sily of Chic':>So l'ress; 1994). Otherwist-, ho: w ..... ld I1"W"l\""ly h.:I, . ., produred ..... '1"'" 

Marxi~n polemic. 8ul, wilMut lhe k~y for unLocking tho: riddl., ~lIind lho: ri.., of Americ.'& ~ldlgia, Murdoch '~ deJinutI"" uf 

Ilw ri,;Ll of , he cowboy mylh i. JUSI ~, much ~n "organic II;"'Wlh, my,ceriQu.ly arising from lho: dll'tl\s of the culkdiw Am~, ica" 

u"(on>ciuu~" as is Smith'~ purtr,'yal oflhe (",a'ion of lhe "1I;,"ri,,,, mylh (Murdocll. xii). 

U II1JMI~ly, MurdrlCh encou",,,,,-<d lho< AAme difficu Ily Illal plagued Smilll when he di.linguished image from action. In 196'il. 

SmHIl obsoer\"ed lhill his '''''n ... of im~lIc and aclion had I,od 10 a "s..,......,ly fi>.cd and du"li.lic" model l!wl ,-nrouraged a " rigid 

distir"O("lioo ~t,...,.., .ymbols and mylhs" on thl;o one hand and a supposed "hiSlon.;-al "",Illy diKO\'erable by "",aM of con'·~n· 

tionalscholarly procedure" un the olher hand (Smi th. viii). Murdoch's COI1'·enlion.:1l acupt;lr\C'l' of image and action I<)d to 

lhe Sdl1"W"corodu.iun: Myth functiono.<d prim"ily as a d;,tortion 01 ««mp;rical facc«(Smi lh. , IIi). BUI Murdoch WM abc> petn'Plive 

l""llO\lgh 10 ~nil<' lhilt debunking lho: cowboy mylh by pointlng ...... 1 irs devianet' from ""'pinedl foKl could not achie,'" 

much bo..,<~"se lhe ·ultimar" dderue" "f.1I mylh i. 10 a'l\u.· iN truth 00 a l'anSC1.wenlallr .... ·1 rather than a liter,,1 on.: (Murdoch. 

p. 119). H"", ar<!:5e Ihe d ifficulty. To "'feelh'd y d,obunk myth un it<; OWn fisura li ,'c' 1.,",,1. "Olriric~1 f~Cl be<:~m~ u""k'f;/;. AI lhe 

dose uf his book. Murdoch ~k .... )wledge5 Ihis crucial in!;lghl. For Murdoch. Ih., unly way t" rt'SOkc the issue is '" po.il '1\'0 

independenl "-,,,lil;.,o;: my'hical "",lily and empinca1 rNlity. U"/OI"lunal~ly. this rigid dualism is pred;dy the n..w lhal had 

Ihwatcned the validily "f Smilh'. an.~lys)s and lhat Smilh himself had hupo..<d 10 el1IIUl\II1\' in lho" Iw .... lleth ann"·,·",,,.), prinling 

of Vi'XJn u",lI. 
Don Frank!>n Sh.:phcrd 

C.""m,mlfy CoIkxf of Sm.thnn Nn.'IIIfII. f~ Vtgas 

1'I1/,S/Qry of (nt,;""'''''','~II'oI,'iN SmU 1945. By SamuelI'. Ilays (l'ittsburgh: Uni'<~"1Sily of Pinsburgh l'ress, 2(XX)) 

A popu1~r ....... thod in thl;o ""amin;lIion of en"irun""""tal poI.te and policy is the ca_rudy appn;>aeh. Although. !In.'al <kal 

of deplh may "" gin'n 10 the topic u...wr _lUdy. often I"'-'casco i!I d'5COIlnl,<,,-d from ie. hi.torical context. Coruorq ....... lly. how tho: 

pil.1 ho"lps 10 explain lhe presenl silualion i!' Insl in lhe .. , ·am,n;,ttOn. /<'\0"-"""',,,. lhe cas..-study app~h ofu:n conrenlral<!S un ~ 

sillg.b! " ' plan. tory factor. lol.t in Ihi~ narrow ,· .... w of lhe tn .. ;..,.,,,,,,,,t is lhe inll"l'lay of mult iple f.>el<>15 which c""tributC!l'u ~n 

" , I",mely compl~x ' .. "'ironm~nt~l.dtlng. 



'" 
Sam ..... ' P. Hays. in an e~I"-""""ly infor ...... live booJt, h.t$ 110-' ..... abl<> to capl ...... the essence of w .... , he n-krs to.5 ","'ironmenta] 

aff.;", in ron"-""'por.uy United States 5OcieIy. His "il .... is thai etwirorunt'fllal M~ ... ·""ts c~n"" understood better in historical 

terms; INt is. .. '''''I h.>ppens at one period of time STUWS out of "'lut haf'P"""'d COIrI"""· Hay~ d.oms, (OfYKtly 00, thai "",.jrun.-
mo....,!.>1 a,fai.,. an' a result of a comple>: midu", of ruln ... l, social, «OnOmk. and politic-at fo~, .. U of .... hich "" pl.xt.'S into 

hil;lor1cal ronleXt. 1"- rorce. are d)'NImil; and ~tantly changing; acrordingly. I-Iays "K>wS ~Iwirnnml ... lal affair.; a5 an en .. 

l\luonal')' pro<ft&. He "xplains. for .. "amp,,", how in _ I,lIn hi>lorkal periods. eronomic int~reo;ls. such a~ do. ... • .. lopmenl. may 

o" .. rpo .... er ,;ocial <'OO«'ms, .uch as ~f\'a'ion and pn""'n'.lion Or o«asi"""'Uy the poli' ical diml~'''ion, as in gO"emm<1'It 

regula'i"" of polluting industries. may o,·~ .... +,dm ecooomk effnrts at profit. In the end. this complex mi~",,,, and inl~>fI' I.y of 
social. o!ro<lomic. ~nd political f()r<:~'S rna k for a vibM"t tension bctw~'Cn values fa"oting the pmt~"linn of Ih" ~"wi"'n",ent and 

the «<>nOmic in tCl"C!ot< of advanced capi talism. In the middle or this """ial~mk te""ion i~ the politk.1 I"dor, or gm·em· 

ment, which i~ n"'p"",ibl<' for managing this ten.<;ion, or cunOirt 01 val ...... , through its p"blic p',Ik)- d~~~iuns. I lays suggests 

tIYt public p<)Iky i~ ge""r.Uy bi.osed In I.,·or 01 c""""",ic: int<'R'Sts. On til<- 0Iht..,. ".",d, C'f1v;"",,,,,,ntal Ad"oca"", h;",e d",'ci· 

opo'd a ~umt."U\tial political agend •. ""'king for an Inl<'R'Stlng futun' in C'f1,·i"",mc'f1l.:>l affairs. 

A first major poont mad..' by H.ys is tIYt "' ..... thi~ oountry'~ rnon- than l;wo-h"ndred·rCo.r hi,to .. )', a ... ronll envil"OlUl\l'f\tal 

ronsciou_1y,,; d, .. ..,1opoed among the citi:renry of t ..... • Unlt.>d States. While we .... ilI """c'" n-<:aptu~ the pl't'tndustrial notion of 

li--ing off the land, "·e.1't' commille..! tu <k"'cloping the eJ\"irortmt.'f1t. I· .... 'cin li~ the basic _on in ... wiron""",,,1 affairs, for 

t ........ is dis.l.t;reement on UN' dc\'dopment :>land, for and Itou> d",dopm<.'f1t shoold tako> piact'. Son\(: g""'p>o and indi,·id".I, 

so' .. k to pro«'Cl ~nd impn,,"" the C'f1"i"",ment by promohng .uch mdhod •• 5 ~5uslai""ble de-.· .. Iopm~'f1I," whil<' others are de­
"oted to pr,..:t,c.l. <,,·e'yd.y, c'("onomic s"bsistrnct: issuc", such a. tl>;: a,·ail.bilit)' of affordable goods and ",,,·in.,,. An interesting 

~"""ation is that both "~s on develop""",t Ie'ld to) tho.' '·~I'loit.\tion and ron",mplion of lhe "n"in",,,,,,n!. The debates ow, 

tl!., U"'· uf till' ,·,n·ironmenl a .... not ru.'Ct."SS"rilr a mnttcr of d,'S""" bUI ralru" lhey re"ol\·., a",und the <luRlit)' and nature of the' 

exploit,Hion and con'unlptinn. The.,., environmental dcl>;llL'lI, nlon .. "',,r, are ~1I""lCOnlpa ... ing in lll"t I,' nd. air, watcr, public and 

priv~IC l\.,;ou1'('\"", science, technology, the ,,,,,,,,,my, and hum~n life itself are topic>; for discu»ion ~nd !lO\·tmment action. Hay~ 

nffc", lhe' folkowin!; i",i!lht: "Although ,·.wimnmc."tal ""hoes ha ... • InvAded.11 ""'ds of tho: human world and ha,'C be.:OltlC 

innuo,.'f1'ial, they ha,·t not b«omc domin,"'t." The tho.:"", 01 his bnok is dc~r. 

ru "",·i"""""",.1 ,~I~ ~'no:d """"""'um .u>d ""'~ I.,. ....,.... ....oognilion. they t...,.., rncoun........J ...... "10...... II ill """" lhan 
tnisJudUW; '" ~'l';\lf ,"", m..- ""00 WI'" "'" in>tLlulion< col rommun;ty. ""'I~. ~ .... Iion. ond lhoP ...... Id h,o,'. ~ fully "o.,,~ 

to ........ ~ '" .... , ,""""""101 .. al ..... Such ,·.t_ """",nly h,o"r ,."I<f\'d tolO Ihrir lltinlw>g. -.I "' ...... ""I I""'Y p«.>kI.o '0 desire, bul in 

1M """!uri",,,,1 run"''' '" publIC .ffo.in. they "",,.., ) .... 10 boo""" .. inn"""t'" .. de\'eIopmHt, .nd ""'Ifriol •• 1 ........ In Ih;' conl<">lt il 
......... ....,.,1>10- '" ~i'", lho in"""" ins",,,,inn.ol "",<1;0""" 10 pultli< ..... 'in>ntno'nlaJ <>I>j«ti ... and ...... ,t~th '" Ihr ..... '·~I 
pohti<~1 "I'J"IO"Iio.>n. 

1'~"""'P" bo..~~u",· I am • pulitical scientist who studl<." Ihe publi~ pol"'}' p~. I fmd his 1;0,1 f" .... chapt.,,,, to bot- the most 

Inlcn ... ting "nd sillnificant. In the pre"iollS cll,lpk:rs, Hays II"""" us an understanding of how ,·,wil\Jnntental nlfairs entered tile 

mn,;ci~'f1C\' 01 the Uniled Slate"" citizenry, H., cxpl"in~ h",,' env;ronmental adwlCatc"< were able tu place e""ironm""lal ronc.om., 

onto i~tlh't'onal Rgend;lS. n...'f1 I!., focuses on how tho! role of g""('I"I1m,'f1t ~"'oh-~-d into the area oIl~lVimnm~",,,,1 pulicy. He 

g" .... u~ an und"."t"",ling "f the ~t of politics, and of the dt.oci>.iun and imple"''''''''li'''' p';>cli""" in"III\"l-d in th<o public 

policy PnlC\.";", He the." lum,. his attention 10 "Ihe ~truc"'''' 01 ~'f1,·i.onmental po~lics~ and ilS ",,"ull,"" p<)Iicy ouiromes. 



". 
Hays off,on; 'h<' ,Ib"""", c ..... ·<.'f'ruT\en! and ilS inst;' ution!. uI policy dc\'eloprnenl and imp"'rYoC'I'It;ltioo 11.1,'" a rompk-x to;.k in 

rnana~in!; ,-, ... i"",,,,,-,,,1.11 aff~irs. Govemment f~ a qu~nd~ry as;' "'A'S,1es with d"d~ ....... thai affect the \"J\\',ronmenl. F.,.­

.. XAIt\~. go'o."""'''''''''' has al"'~Ys n.-guL>I<'d the eoonomy. ~ in the building of the infrastructuf\' (brid!;.,.. "",d., dams) and will 

rontinue to do so. But at what .."p.,""'" D.>ms pn>'I'ide ~FfonbbJt. """I'KY rusts, but SIllmon nons a ... bring o:k"k'k'<l; or, nuci<>ar 

planIS m~y SI' .... ·e ... a Iong·!t·nn solution I" ....... "'gy nc..-ds. but ,.-1\.'1 about hoi,..;",;!""" waste dispos.ll? Maron and city roun<iL~ 

may win d .. ·ctions i><'Cd U"" of thcir \.~ on 5us"'i""b~ de""lopm,,,,! but m:oy M\'e to «<mit polluting industries into tt.... cily 

to secu", • 010 ... ~tabl,' ta~ and "'''enue ba .... Mo .... import"" •• howen", i~ the p" .... <Ute pl~t on government by ,hoos<" political 

delMS opposed \0 th .. prot...,t ion and imp"w.mcnl of the e"vironment En"ironment'" politics, in other WQJ\is, is the O«<'Ptan.ce 

wilhnul ..,,1""$ qU'-"ilion loll It>..· nalion'> d,,'~lnpmM'.1 objc(llw. in I,',m, of mo.., ~. ~"'."c, m.l!eri.,\ prod"CI"-;I)·. hi~he, 
cortOwnphon.. and h'~t>..~ b 01, of ro.w.."""",1 ~"'"" ",,'1oN1 prod""l On. ""licatiOO'l 0/ INs in<>.Jualil}' In 111<0 .... 1'''''·. ~,-" ,,'as the 
~ 10 "'hich I,..,. .... ,"""'''''..,'''1 ~ 'pp".red "" lhe poltbc.ol "" ...... , ti><»<' ... ho~ f.irodly IO~' """,,,,,,,,,, ... t.ol (11" ... ";,· ... we.., 
pl.>cN WlOkr 0 con.l.te.-.blc ok-! and............J """'I"'Utd '" ~k of 'i><»<' <>bf<o:II",," only ~ an ~1 ... nhougt.1 ~mld I"" """'" C< ..... po'lli~ 
attraction,; of cl .... ,t'Iopmo-nt. 

Fo. Ha~ Ih ..... , ;t ;H"',,' lhal ,-.wil<lmnenlal ~ffairs w~ ... and conlinue 10 be suJ>l>Ol11'd only at the bymbo.>lic ...... ·d by major and 

pmo'ftful actors. iocludiOJ; I;"'..-rn.rnoml. corpor~le buSlI'll'M. I"" professIOns. loc mcdw, and insl,lulionII of higher ,oducalion. 

Although ""vil'OfUlWnlal affairs han' ",ached ~n Impo.I;1nl d"8_ of IeJl.ilim"'Y. lilt"", p""'·,orlul.>ClOrs ha, ... chosen loacn>plloc 

,-.;:.,",,,,,ic notion 111..1 I"" "&"""f'lng of industry~ is etlOol·pn.rubili,·c and may actually be d~1ri"""'131 1o Pn indll'idual'squaiily of 
Ilf~. St"I,'<l differently. the ...,v;ronmmtal op~ilion h.,,, b.· •• '" able to .pp<'al to tIw ,,,·If-Ink,,.,,1 "I Indi, Iduals, which is moti­

,·alt.od by ,'.1",." "f m,ucridlism. Cnn..umplion. and romforl. ffy .,.",Ironment.l opposition, lia)'ll ..,..a.., wcU-<>I);anlzed "fo"" 

aimed al "['potiinll allcmplS I" prot,·." and Impm"c Ihe environment. In the l'"lilical-scicnre lex=n.. he I~ ",f~rrlnllio In«-'fl."SI­

group polilics. I lay, nOIt'S: 

~ are Iwo 0"';0' f<>Ur<'<'I of opro>i'iun '''' "" ""."""" .. 1 objt<1,.'ts. Uno In,-..,I",,; Ilk· d~""'".. of "IJ~, .('<'''Oln;''. _i.,J, and polttkal 
cultu .... lho'~ ... o;kc,ply fOOI«1l" Ill<' Am<"",an po'l ,nd frw ""I\nm ""'" .. "'ironmt, ..... 1 ,-aluO'S ..,,""""', a th..,~, '" lhe old. The<>lh« is """'-<I 
'""'" ,n ''''' C<'Inl""'p""d'Y «OnOmi< ;nk .... _ lhol ""n,id ....... , ,,,,,,nvnlat <tbj«tin.,; I" "" • moljoo- _'In' nn ,1M!;, ..,tiI·;,",", 

TIlt' !;''''''m'''''''t apparatus is ill <'<[.upped to d .. al "'uh the ",dl-organized ","witortmental ~ill"". IIrsl. Ihec'II'irnnme-olal 

opposition rc-.-'" 'aluab'" political ~"Ke. inchKl,n!! ~f.'CIi,.., "'adl..-shlp. pollllCai oIuI15 and t.-.no.>wkodK". a ~i,e set of 

in«-_, scientlrlC knowledg ... I""h~y. ""-'Y. and leg.ilimacy, n- l'1'SOutrC> gi .... I"" ef",lroru"enul oppos,lion ~ I" 

d«Won II\illkers, "'lIul.alOf'll., and implemo::rtlot'S al allle\-els of sO\-em."...,'. St.....,..... I"" ~ruct"re of SO' ... fT\I1lt'fll works 10 I"" 

ad, ant.;lse of the t'lwlrorunental opposilion. In pa,tlcula., ""P-'ralion Or powers and "-oderalism di,f""'\C' po"''''. making il diffi­

cull fur ,,,,vi""',,,,"'1.>1 adWlCdl,"S to Iocdle tlwl;"' .... n"""'lal unl". th.u mighl be tnO$l .,......Pl"·~ 10 t"d, ",net,,,,,;. Iioonomic 

inlel'l!!ilS, on tilt· <>lllt'r h~nd. Sl'CU,"-.,J a congcf\ial and mulu"Uy n.~n f""'ing ",L-,I;onshlp wllh !oedl eliles al aU iC"cb of govern_ 

mffil al l~ birth l'f lhe n~lion. And la,I, in Ilk! 'onlemporary E"". policy analy~ls cLlim "obje<II,·lty" and "tlt'''tr"lily~ In n,aking 

d~",isions, and .... Iy on 'C05I-be,,,,III~ analy,,, In ,"-'aching .1ecislons. lhe.;e prlncip,,"s "f the prnf'-'S!;;on n>qulre Ihal decisions be 

bilSlod on am"M~ Infnrmalion. j-Io",,,,·e., lhe en"I"",,,,,,,,,,al oppo<ition is able 10 aSS\'mbl~ ron<id,'1',lblc amounl$ of SCientific 

and ,""""'mk dala .",0.1 marshal a bevy of "expt'rb" 10 "inform " .". "I I"" lea" romplkale I"" dl",I,;I""" "f pulley analysts_ In lhe 

.....:I, lhe analysl «--nel s to 1>0.. biased t",..~rd lho. info.matloo provld~od or ,imply lake5 110 actloo. Envlronm~ .. 't.ll adl'<.lC~l<$ gener­

aUy lack I .... poI,tic.1 resources to .. ff.-cti,·ely ~"'gasc IN- poiie)' p/'0Ce5. 

Whal ha~ Samuel I~ ~la)'S provided uS in A His/a", of ("v",,,,,,,..,.,,,1 p,>lili(-s SirtU 1945~ In his concluding ",,,,.,,1 ... 

\-la)'ll wri«-... , 



'" 
Und""tanJ,ng Ih.is ""'" rhcoom~non-flwironmen ... 1 .ffa;r>-in Amcrkan ><><ict)', then. i.< wpOO """"";Iy b)' tilt> COm"" 01 !ht. political 

bailie., with whkh ills cng.g"". and OII.",,,.,,,,,,,.lIy hop;s fuT some p"n;p«th-o ,hoi. COUl """" ad"'lu.'~ly infom>. W.ys of thinking.", coHod 

/0. IhiII can pi..., the difforen, ,-je ..... abnul ,n.- ,",w;''''''''''''MI .... orld and the hum." "");'11;""'''''' it Ii .. ""S~-ndcred in. more owra",hing 
ron~~110 make....,.., nut of tht> whole . 

He cuntinllO;-S: 

Firsl and /""''''''''1 is the l"'r'SJ""'ti,'" oI"knowl«lgc in tho;- ""'king. - 01 ,he woy in which i"quiry i"to the ,.,wi",,,,,,,-,,,!.I world ha. produced 

,1"".",,1 ba.," /0<' thinking thaI g_ bt·)"Und the immediato frdY of d"".,~ and ,('n>pt"ling ,'i.;,"", little of thO! olwirorunenlal "wid "' .... 
known dl mid""",ury, bu. by, ..... ..t>d uI tho .. century. enough w.s \;n()wn to OYth"" how tlw ,.,wi"",,,,,,nl worked and how hu,,",ns ,,'Orked in 

rel.tions/1ip to it. That kfIQWk.'dge pro"ided !M b.l.i. for .n ;"" ..... ' ;"81). form hum"" P''''f'''C1;"" 

Hay~ h.,s pionx' en\'ironmental affairs in the United Slate'S into a p<>litkal fcamework. At the same time. he has clea rly ex­

plai"""" how environmental politic. and affairs a n! n'lltral to the social and cultur.,1 fabriC of the nation. He' has plan"" this Ixxly 

0/ knowledge into historical context. su~c'Sting that <'''''ironmental politics and affai", will cnntinu" to c'·ol"". In hi' at"'mpt to 

capture the big picture. he has >IT<$S<.'''' the complex and the dynamic. Hays has pro"ided a w"allh 0/ information. a "knowledge 
in the making." 

D,wid E. Camacho 

Nortilm, IIriWM U"iVf"r$ily 

Amrrj<"ll~ fly"",li"m: Plwt~raphs of U.s VtgQS. l1y Virgil Hancock til and C'-"SOry McName<> (Albuquerquc: Un;" "r,ity of A riwna 

South"'.-st Center Book. 2(01) 

Ancic'n' hist<>ry make'S m" .... ·y in us Vegas. Against the idealizexl backdrop of the dynastic period in Egypt. Caesar'~ Rnm<" 

the 'fortY 'n ine'S' gold rush days, medie,·.,1 Camelots. and Caribbean pir"les. visilors indulge in lhe material ",,,Ims of history 

<' , aggerated to lhe superficial. Las Vegas is a ".:cub. spiritual site. a Me"CCa and monument of cnt<'rtainm"nt capitalism. History 

bei:om.-s in las Vegas a pleasure mar ket puncl,,",ed by imagiMry. quaint. and Silnitizl"" citi ... that ".-... in conlrast to the desert 

heat. cool ;'nd p<!.-.::nnially at d""k. Th~ complex human history of p<>litical .. ""Iution. '''''qu~'St. ~ nd .u ... ·ival is cast into an 

abb",,';;,too and L-ncapsulati ng entertainment narrative. Again" this b.1Ckdrop, \'bit<)'S a~ bapt;7.ed by lhe sound. of wins 

dropping inlO ~tajnlc'S$ steel buckets and bathed by the <nlon"" lights or L'wrywhe.-.., \'Vhy the title American l1yzanlium? This 

book of photographs by Virgil Hancockand essay by Cn·gory McName<> isabout us Veg,lS,cultural capital of ca pitalism. and a 

p.lcaJlel world, th.lt of Ry:t..1ntium. the trading and cu ltu ral capital of the Mcicnt world. 

Ryz"ntium, found~"" in 61>7 A,c,. w," char"cterized by its role as a rna;''' trad .. cente. for Europe, Asia, and Airie" during lhe 

first mille'llnium. From Coo,tantine to Constantinople 10 the capital "f the Ottoman Empire, 1his was a wnrldly city. a c"mme,.. 

cial. i n~II'''lual , and spiritual center rememi>.!.-ed as a pia", g;\'<'11 to feasts. murderous politics, and irom;, the "~tuff of art 

history courses and auction house catalogs" (p. 56). The ne'()Il metropolis of Las Vega. i. a pleasure dome' at the cn.>SIlroads of 

capitalisl imasinalion.. blending wealth and romfor! in iconographic ways. La~ Ve'gas is capitalism's brothd, and the pleasure-­

for_sal~ is addicth'c, l'erfnrm" ... and e"k'ta;""rs a.-.. likened 10 the narrat;vcs "f Catholic saints oc the myths of C"",k gods and 

godde'S~ of Mount Olympus. 



And, mighl _ ask, who is eml""""'....t 10 n.'O>I'd thl>ir imlge /of' our sak(,? Virgil Hancock III, of ('OUrso:. He writes in hi$ 

introduction th~1 lhe guardia'" of !he rorpor.i., internl a ... ~""er prid<'ful in their doci,;ion 10 e~I~'IId rq>roduction rights- for this 

book. Mr. H~ncock phot"Kr~pIwd four bosic GolegoriH: nighlti ...... along the Strip; daytim. ,i~ ... g~ and buildings throughoul 

lhe counly; inlerion of e.i\i,""", ston$, museums and malls; .n<I poI'<>pk. "The ink'"riors include the ~ubli ...... 1~nd~dpes of "The 

Forum Shops al Can-ars. lhe /Qur-Iay"n...t Aladdin on grand-openinS day, the inlerior of Paris (Ihe Intt:rlor of Paris is an odd 

d(.'SCriplinn) and V",,;c.,. How can he nol photogr,'ph lhe Eifle1 Tower, OOlig.lory for any (,..111) Pari,i~n lOUrist? People? "The 

Ie<:hnical dem~nd~ of an eight-by-ten-inch c~mera diet"le palit>nct! and conlemplation. Ewn lhole "ationary capilalists paying 

homage 10 the ~Iol machine mOve ~""ough to diffujf! Iheir n.-ron:!ing on film. Perhops it is ironic Ih"1 only a few, amollg th~m 

Ubel"M"f! and ]Jugsy Siegel in Madame Tussaud's W" x Museum and Hal Rothman. hislorian and Las VCII"~ crilic, stood sti!!, long 

enough, for" portrait. Ml>5t other visitors and in .... bitants of imaginary Las V"W's dL",ppcM in lhe lenglhy ~xposu"" of large 

format phowgraphy. T"hoc ";.. ...... are oddly absent of pooplc. 

Neon is Kduc:ti,·c. All tha<e colored lighto-\'isiling l.as \\'gOIS i. like living within a Kodao:hn..,...., cartoon. Sut this magical 

... ruli,,,, is nut lwe> dimensional. rather a complb; ,';rtual world. E'·(.--rylhing in Las ",,*,S i. <k.o;;igno.'<I for .. visitor's ,-isceral 

discm-ny; it is almost .115 if the illu';;"""ry pl.>h.'au offers a ,,;..w from ,,, .... ...,. co .. ceh'~ble anglfo. E.-ny "nKI<', romct", and visual 

fragmmt ~ dynamic h«a.ue it ~ simply designo.'<I t .... t way. E,·ny day, ~ k.-gion of .. ·ntkcrs busily erects. dismantles. and 

rebuild~ one monument afK-r another. This is no Iong~" lhe place tn.t John OIarles Frfmont, "''-"Stem explorer, de5<Tibni as a 

fertile ar>d marshy plain. Ev(.--ry vio. ..... is sanili~ed with hopf:: (. ... '(.-n t"" <ieronstructed highway~ ~nd the cindcrblnck ",ails are 

colorful. rich in compatible reds and bh.><."S."The Tuml'n.'I<l"" ,k~ 'P""" for ...... Iimem, wealth,.nd .... ppi"'--ss----offer a 

r<.>m~fICC for " morn...,.,l. Or for a quart~r. Tho! arch is a .1~nd ,1nj archilf'Ctural fe"lun! us..-d 10 weJcnme "isitors enlering cummuni­

Ii ..... and whethl>r the arch 15 in Modesto, California, ,,, In K~no. the concept of welcoming is dyn.lmic in Las Vegas. 1h> enti", 

diy, if;1 can ind(. ... '<1 ~"en ~ called an integral whok, I~ an arch, ~ wdoome sign, and a posler for Io;ratuito". entertainment. Hopt-, 

not wato!r, springf. "tem,ll f ...... m las urgus. ThI> """,dow, from which Las V,'gOIS deri\'l.'S its name are f\Wtal,hon; now, both vi~""lly 

and lit~"'dUy. ln.ln Dideon procLIimed I .... t nobody rcmemMn:!he past. And IhI> paradox of la, Vega" In an its (_mi_) historical 

luminance, S"'W' in complexity as we know \eso; and k:ss of history, of ancient R""",. of eon",anttnOple, of Egypt', contnbution 

to gloNl culture. Las \\-gas immortalizes history's dldlO'$. An oI:>scr>'er from another pla",-"! mIght imagi .... thai we celebrate 

history in las V"",,>Io. dcrivinlo; pl<.oasu .... from OUt homa".." Instead, history is....tuood in A.mtrint~ IIr-""r.u ... , both in the I~xt', 

rd~1"<'I\C<'S to andml r ,a, and in the phorographs. This h.oPP"'" nut so much by ,' i,."'e of w .... t is includ.-d, but by what is 

e>:eluded. So Ills wIth the city, too. 

1'cter Coin 

Unwffliryo/NnJada. Rmo 



n, 

Utilizing hill know~~ 01 photography ochooIs. photographic .,"'hniq ....... art histofy. and history, Anthony u ... his written 

a d.taik-d study of tIM' picturing of s.." FranciKo's Chin~lown-tM images and tho> im.>se-makers--betw,-.,n IIISO and 1950. 
Chi""'Ow,, ",;os «'flt.at to tIM' .. arly dC"clopmcn! of the city b«~u'" it was located betwCt.'r'Ilhe docks.OO the Euro.American 

lown. The~'o..., "" ... comers arriving by boot pa",,-'<l through the incn:.singly rolorful ghetto that captun-d the allentkln of so"'" 
famou5 photographers and artists from outside t~ «,mmunity 3S well as I'Qmc from within II", rommuni'y, oome bom in San 

Frar.cistu and others pa"ing Ihrougk. L<'I' is roncern .. <1 with huw photographs and paintings ~ltc",pted to produce a suitable 

image of Chin.,own Dnd its population for p'-"'Plc who lived .. bewh"..,. and to relate IMm to II><: political and social de"clop­

""",IS 111.11 affl'<tlNl Chinatown and its inhabitants. H~ .ioSCrts that the ima!!,-'S spea k most directly t" the needs, desires. and 

assumptions of tho!.ir m~4"T!o" (p. 8) ratho1-r than reprt-s< .... ting "'Nt actually ... as laking place. 

Lee b(ogins by desc,jtJ;ng Chin.lIo ... n and lho!. in~n,-"t uI. eMly photographe~ in capturing the "'O'W;;sm uI. the ~Ie aM 

place. Ill' ~ upon lhe pholography on the .. ...ets and in lhe boob---almosl all at the phorog,apho!..,. Ming non-Chi"""". He 

tllm ltun5 IU the rL"I·oIulion.ary Chines.. arliSK at the 1920s ... ho ~upportoo the Chines.. ..-publican re-.'OIution bul "'ere disillu· 

sioned by tho!. 5Ubl<eq ........ t warlordiMn and in"..,;ions by Iho1- Japanes.. Fin;olly. he rurns his "1 ..... lion 10 Chari .. J.oy.". ""midden 

City as an eMmplto at I"" Chinese-American tra.wormation that kllded away fn)m Chi~ models and closer to American 

"alutund behavior. 
This Is an e~«llent bul nawed study. On lhe p"'iti\'e ,ldf. Ue ",minds hislOrians of lhe imporld"'~ at images io lhe writing 

of I\lslory. He ( I\'m .. '!1 a mosaic of "" 'eral early Euro-American pholog,"pl\~r:s, lheir backgrounds. and lhe de"elopments in 

Chi",,,own. l!!aial\ W<.'\\t Taber. Arnold Genth<-. Louis Sellman. Hansel Midl\. Domtl\e~ lange. and "thc~. both ...... II·known and 

... lati"dy "bscure prolession.ll. and am.W~urs. al'l' di s.:usso.-d in d"t~il. He analF-'.''; 11\ci. slyles. use of lighting.. training, and 
goals in pictoria1i~ing a China town lhol had already become a tourist attraction in the 186O!;. Then he swi tcl>t.,. to the ",,,olulion­

ary Chinese arti~t., p;'Irticularly Yun Gee, uI. lhe 1920s. The Chinese Rc"olulionary Artists' Club exemplified lhe meeting 01 

polilics and at! as the p;'Iin"," a ltempted to !>alaroct' modernism., ChilIeS<' rt-publican ,'Isiam. and the karsh life at Chin;olO\<'n. 

Finally. Lee ~mi,," (Juri .. Low's nightclub. foriridden City, and its ",,"anners. who "n.a.:h . ..:I a ""'rrati ... • of difft. ..... '(\C(.'. 

"'hertoby to d.1~ like ,,·hite. they filSt had to "'ow thdr r;lelal orisim" (p. 249). Jt "':OS Ihis h~'bridity-lhe n'OOS"ilion at 
Chines.. Amcric<UlS by ~ non-Chinese audience and by Chint~ Americans thoemseI,,~'S-that "may MChin.1town'$ most power­

fuJ~." 

What ~ m'-d ... "" how ~ Americ~n/; ,· ..... ·00 thmtsel ... ". and ChinaIOWn. For lhe t;,t<' nint"""'th century he rould 
find few <,umplf1: of ... or~ by CItino>se photoj;r~ph.,r.; ~nd r~tionalized lhilt thl- rost of portraits was beyond the rLnaJ10Cwl abilily 

at the majorily of Chine5e immigrants. Howtvtr, an ,.,.amin~t;on of Chinese id."tity and residence pOp<'I'S. immigr~lion and 

<'migration npplication., mis<ella"""u. corn-spondence from t ..... • flu",.u of immigration, and, mOiSt Import.1n t of all, family 

pholngr •• phs In Ch,na and in Chinese-American family albums cle.rly dt'monstrat.-s the rt .. oll~ of Ch""",,-American portrait 

pholographers. The Unil<.'Il Stales goven"n~""l rt'<l"in'<l photogr.ph~. Pholographs al"" ... ere "'-",I to loved ones, esp<'dally 

... iv!.'S on<! family "",n.ocr.;. in China. Some Wert' superior in _ting aM t""hn;qU<'. in contrast to the ,,~~mpks of Lai Yong's 
work (p. 31) tNt Ue ciles as probably typical. TIlt photographs in the Nalional An;h"ClI and R«ords AdminislraHon show 

many similarities to portrait photogr.phs taken by non-Ch'rwsc photngraphers_ Although portrai" and sp«i;tl occar.ion phol<>-



g,.-~phs .. 'cn.' thto b<e.>d and buner of the photogr~phy ! lud iO!l, k"'(.'rnl Chi~Amerkan phot"Sr~~ in tllo>o> studios d id 

cn> .. Ii, ... phowg ... phy. n... Soen brotho.'f'!! (w!loR work for the DeYoung MUSl'Um w .... a!lOU~ of n'8ul~r ;"""""") and !host 

..... ployro in the studIOS o .. ·ned by ~by a..n and KIm \\'~h L...>e ( .. , " .... >11 itS in a studio on Kearney Sln .. ,t) photographed 

IiInd..:capes. daily a.cli.·;\ks. and "''- 5Ubj«15 from lhe 19JQ" tu t .... I9!iOs and beyond. 
Another problem If; L.,c's handling of the t ... n.,ili.,n f""" the re-.·olulionary art1'\.1S tn the FortMd<nn City. n.. t.ansition would 

have b«n 51""'g'" if tt'e had examined the Oml<'S<' DWN', an English-LlOguagc publi("alion thaI had a staff pk<>lOj\rapher who 

caplun-d the ~ Amerkan" charn"c. and activilie of the ~ and third generalions rn Chi .... • •• ' Ame,ica"". Photog.ap",,", 

In.>m uther ChiJ\,--so.-Amcrk~n magazines and ne", ~pap<:T>C wuuld have made lhe Forbidd~n Cily chapler more romp",ho..'TlSiblc 

as rep..,.,nHng P" ' I "f " 13rg ... de,-dopmcn!. 0" th,-":iC pholographers re .. cal "omclhing diff~"'nl from John Gulmann, Dorolhea 
Lange. ~nd H~n5c1 Mielh7 r would imagine Ihal Ilwy did, 

l.ee includ,-" many a!l6ertion. lhal arc nul "'-"Ce!Is.~rily valid . For ",-,mple', he .t.ol\,"', "Rarely-I counl OOlly a handful rn photo­

graphs-a", Ihe Chinese and ...... -Chineo:' poor piclurt'd Ing'-'Iho..f' (p. 262). This mighl be IJ... cOlSC fo, So,n F.aoc~. wt.c-n- !he 

bo .. ",da.ie of ChiMlown w .. "" strictly drawn unlil t"" c;"il-rillhb mo\"l'fllftll, bul if one Iook,i al I .... Los Angelo'S Chinoluwn. 
which border«! on lhe M,.,.ican-Americ.n ghetlo. lho.., ink>ractioo rn lilt- poor and .. ·orkin!! cL1ss from boIh cultun.'Scan bt-sem in 

numcrou~ phol"Kraphs. Photographs from 1""'·115 and nlr~l are~s. wch i>S lhe ChinolOW"" in i'lC"ad.o, ,;how e-.'.,., more inler;oc­
lion. an., of my favoriles is a photog.aph now ~I the Hunting"'" l.ib,~r)'. It shows a ChineM' physician in f~1 of ~ two.<;tnry 

VlC1u,ian hou!e (the off"", of Iie'\'eral Chi~ physicians acoonling In the signs 0\.'" !he ,,,,Ira,,,,,,,) with hi$ ~leg.mtly d"--",,,,--d 

""".chi,- patients. I w .... ld be surprised. if San l'ranci'<'Ct) did nol h.1\"~ .imiJdr pholograph ... 

Newrl"").,;;;;, I"" rich cullection rn phnlogrnphl; and leoe', dis<:u~~iOf\~ uf lhem . '" irwalu.,blc in under<t.ndinll0nd picturing 

whal ocrum.-d in So.n Francisco's Chin~lown belW"'" I !!SO pnd 1950. 

Sue fawn Chun); 

U"k .. Ni'!I of Nn .. J~, I.Ils ¥Ill"' 



New Bellefits for MlI se"", Members! 

When you join or ,..,...,w YOUT mcmb<.~hip in ~ny of th~ m" ... urns of the Ne' 
vada Dep.>rtment of Cultural Affa;r.;. Divisio" of Mu,.,'ums .nd History. you will 
become a member of alJ t"" museums and ",,,,,in' the addition.,! benefits of" "c'w 
divisional membership . \\Ih; I" your contribution will slill be dedicak-d to the mu­
.. ,urn of yo"r ehoi",'. as a di,';s;on.1 member you now """,iw l'I'<:iprocal member­
,hip boc"",!i\'; in all of the division's sewn muscums, f"-,,, admb,;"" to all muSt-­
urns, the Nn.oada l/i;/o,;",1 Soci~ly Q'wrlrrly. 15% dl-;count at all rn"scum sl",,-'S, 
sck'Ctcd invitations 10 "~hibition openings. publk programs, ,md special L"Vents, 

and a new Dj"ision of Muse"ms and History newslcUer. 
With your senerosity we can continue the' outslanding work that Nevada's com­

munih ... and the visiting public expect from us. Mcml><!,."hips arc t.x-<l,..; u~tible 

~[ld support <"Xhib;lions, public progr~ms. and rollc,<:tio"s pn.>jt.'<:ts. 

Membe",hip Ca tegories 
Yes. I w~nt to bc'C<.>me a member of the Nevada o;";sion of Mu;;eums 
and History at the following membership level: 

Individual 
Family 
Su,lnining 
Contributing 
Patron 
Bene/act'" 
Sen;",-

535 
S50 

"'" "'" '5'" sum 

"" 
·F", thew .... ''''''' u,,", u"""Jd >imply I/k, jrff ..J.,i;skm. ,1 .. 15"- "'''''"I'm >I"", di<ro"",. ... ,.1 

I"" di"I""".I,,,,,,~lm,,, _lid I/(JI I'" N",ad~ lIi.to,k.1 Soc;,fy Qlla,tnly. 1<» ha", ,,,,,,fro! • 
spreiols","" mrnlber>hi/, '~I'X"'!I' [or 100.....,,;""; wm u",dd 01", to .....,.; .... 1"" ",,,'.d. /l is­
tori,~/ Soc;,ty QUQrl,,'y. mffllbr"""/1 at II .. h'g"'" 1", ... 1>. !¥gIlIlIlIlK 01 5J5. i. a,,,il.M,, 

M~mber lnh ... m .. tio n 

Na~.1 ____________________________________________________ ____ 

Add~ ____________________________________________________________________________ __ 

City St,t.. _____ __ Zip 

l'I>ooc: HOOle 
nu>i~ _______________________ __ 

Renew.1 "',"------------------------

'" 



Host Museum Seled ion and Payment 

My (heck is ~nclo"ed for membe rshi p in the Nevada Div;s;on of Muse u ms 
and H istory and one of the following host mu",-'UmS. 

Pic.", ck'Ck unc host m useum, make checks pay~blc to the sel«ted host museum, and 
m.il poymcnt to the hO!'t museumis listed addl>'"Ss- hust mos.-u ms re.:eive memb<!rship 
dul'S directly. M~mbcrti will ... 'Ccive a memb<!rship card in the mail from the d esigna ted host 

m" .. "m. 

Host M"seums \pick o"d: 

__ N~vad. Hislorica l Soci~ty 

1650 North Virginia Street 

Komo NV l!S\I03 

Nevada Stale Mu ...... m 

600 Norlh Carson Street 

Carson Cily. NV 119701 

Nevada SUte Railroad Museum 

2180 Sou th Carson 51"",1 

Carson City, NV 89701 

(Pl.~ ' 0" tact tiris muSl'lIm 

rlimll'l for meml>r'r<J,ip. 

775·687·6953.) 

Easl Ely Railroad D~pot Museum 

l100A,·enueA 

Ely. NV K'IJOI 

Lost City Mu""um 

nl Soulh H ighway 169 

o.·~>fton, NY!I'JO.IO 

Ntvad. St.l~ Museum dnd 

His torical Soci.,ly 

700 Twin Lak", Drive 

t..,s Vegas. NV 89 107 

__ NHad. St.le Railroad Museum, 

Boulder Ci ty 

600 Yucca St""'t6PO Box 62423 

Bouldc' Ci ty, NY S9OO6-2423 

("lid" drwiopmmO 



Nevada Historical Society Quarterly 

STATE OF NEVADA 
Kenny C. Cuinn, Got",mo. 

DEPARTM ENT OF CULTU RA L AFFAIRS 
Scott Sisco, '"Ie.im Di=lo. 

DIVISION O F MUSEUMS AND H!STORY 
Ma rcia Wolter Britton, Admil,isl",/qr 

ADMINISTRATION 
Pele. L Bandurraga, D"tflo. 
Michael r . Moher. Ub",ria" 
Let: I'. Brumbiough, Cur.'o. of l'holosr.pIr!l 
/a<:queline L. Clay, CUTIIlor of Hislory 
Eric N. Moody, Cur.'", of MD"wscripls 
Shcrlyn Hayes·Zorn. ~;sl"'r 

lIOAROOI' MUSEUMS AND HISTORY 
Bob Stold aJ. CMf,man. U.s Vegas 
Sue Fawn Chung.. u.s V~ 
John Copoulos. CarMI" Cil!l 
Renee Diamond, u.s VegllS 
Sandrd Halley, Rnw 
Donald Harde'S!y, Reno 
Cathie Kelly. u's V"Sas 
Suzanne Le Blar.:, u.s VegllS 
Robert A. Ostrovsky. U.s Vegas 
Janice l'ine, Rtll" 
Karen Wells, /«(110 

I'wnded in 1904 •• he N""ad. llistoric.ol5ociety..,.,1<I; to odv~ the .. udy of ,he heritall" 
of N"" .d •. ",., Socit.1y pub~shei .oehol,,1 y stud ..... ind,"",,- guidebooks. bibliogr . phies. 
and the Nroadil Histqriali Sac;"ly Qt.arlmy; itcolkcls"",nuscripts. '"'" t:><:ooAA arti facts. 
hi>toricat photograpJts.nd map'. and mAk"" ito o;oIl«ti""" .vailable 10< """.rch; it 
main'.i .... mu .. um .t its R • .,.., l.>ei~!y; and it is ""&dged in the d""elopment and 
publi<a.i"" modocational ma,,,",,I. lor uso: in ,he public schools. 


	NHSQ-Summer-2002-frontcover
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-editorialboard
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-Volume45-Number2
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page78
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page79
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page80
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page81
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page82
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page83
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page84
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page85
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page86
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page87
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page88
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page89
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page90
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page91
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page92
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page93
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page94
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page95
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page96
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page97
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page98
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page99
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page100
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page101
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page102
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page103
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page104
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page105
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page106
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page107
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page108
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page109
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page110
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page111
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page112
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page113
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page114
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page115
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page116
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page117
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page118
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page119
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page120
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page121
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-page122
	NHSQ-Summer-2002-backmatter

