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Native Americans, the Lehman Caves, 
and Great Basin National Park 

STEVEN CRUM 

INTRODucnON 

From the 1l1id-1990s forward, a nlunber of scholars have become deeply 
interested in the subject of Native Americans and the national parks. This 
acadenlic interest is reflected in recent scholarship that includes one nlaster's 
thesis, two doctoral dissertations, five journal articles l a.nd the following three 
books: Robert Keller and Michael Turekis Anzerican Indians and National Parks 
(1998), Mark Spence's Dispossessing the Wilderness: Indian Ren-wval and the Making 
of the National Parks (1999), and Philip Burnhanl'S lndian Country, God's Cou·ntry: 
Native Arnericans and the National Parks (2000).1 

Perhaps the best explanation for the shift to this subject is that it is an area 
that has been largely ignored by the academic C0111111Unity. For the most part, 
scholars who have written about Native American history over the years have 
focused on the Indian tribes and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. In doing so, they 
have bypassed Indian interactions with other federal agencies, including the 
National Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, and of course, the 
National Park Service. 

Combined, the recent scholarship shows that several Native Anlerican tribes 
have had both historical and recent interactions with the federally-run Nati.onal 
Park Service. Some tribes used to live within designated park land but were 
rerlloved by park officials so that the A1l1erican govenilnent could create an 
"uninhabited wilderness/' for the public.2 Sonie tribal individuals continue to 
reside within park boundaries because of their determination not to leave the 
home of their indigenous ancestors. Some Indian reservations share common 
bounda.ries with parks. S0111e park land lies within the boundaries of some 
reservations. In short, the recent scholarship shows the connection between. 
Indian tribes and individuals and the National Park Service.3 

Steven Cruln is a Western Shoshone with enrollnlent on the Duck Valley Reservation 
in Nevada. He earned his Ph.D. in history from the University of Utah and is 
currently a. Professor of Native Anlerican Studies at the University of Ca.lifornia, 
Davis. He is the author of several journal articles and a book entitled, The Road on 
Which We Came (1994), which is a cOlnprehensive history of the Western Shoshone 
people of the Great Basin. 
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As for the Great Basin National Park, fornlerly called the Lehnlan Caves, it 
does not fit the pattern described in the recent scholarship. When the Arnerican 
govenlJTI<:nt created this park in east-central Nevada, no Native Americans lived 
inside the newly designated park area. This does not mean that Indian people 
had never lived in the region. Instead, the area of the park had previously been 
the homeland of indigenous people for centuries up to the closing years of the 
nineteenth century. But because of Indian ren10val and other factors, tribal 
people no longer lived inside or adjacent to the designated area. And it was 
thus unnecessary to initiate Indian removal to make way for the establishlnent 
of the Great Basin National Park. 

This article examines the earlier Native American history of the area called 
the Lehman Cavesl which is now inside the Great Basin National Park. The 
first part exan1ines the precontact period up to the nlid-nineteenth century. 
The second covers the period after Euro-All1erican settlenlent, from the Inid­
nineteenth century forward. A good part of the study focuses on the native 
history of Snake and Spring valleys located near the park. 

THE PRECONIACT PTTASE 

One inlportant source for reconstructing the Native An1erican past is the 
archeological record. Over the years, various scholars have examined hllJnan 
rell1ains and hl1l11an-made objects left behind by native peoples. These remains 
give us a gliInpse of past times. One of the earliest findings of native existence 
was based on remains that came frOln the Lehman Caves area itself. In 1922, 
the location around the caves becanle part of the land base of the National Park 
Service. To encourage public visitation to the cavesl the park service decided 
to inlprove the area. In 19371 park enlployees enlarged the cave opening and 
quickly found hurnan bones at the base of the entrance. Initially, they unearthed 
two hUll1an skulls they "believed to be several hundred years 01d.,,4 

Over the next several monthsl in late 1937 and 19381 various scholars ex­
amined those remains and produced tentative reports. T. Dale Stewart of the 
Snlithsonian Institution in Washington, D,C' I exaluined the skulls and concluded 
that one was "Shoshoneanl' and tht~ other was II more northern." Without doubt, 
the Smithsonian scholars were referring to the Western Shoshone people living 
in eastern Nevada. But their ratjonale for labeling of the other skull as "Inore 
northern" rell1ains unclear, for they left no explanation.5 In addition, M. R. 
Harrington, curator of the Southwest MuseUIU in Los Angeles l carried out a 
separate examination. He concluded that the "roundskull" was of lIearly Pueblo 
origin/I and the "long skull" was "probably basketnlaker.,,6 But Harrington 
never elaborated on the two cultures he identified. Had he done so, he would 
have specified that the skulls belonged to ancient Anasazi Pueblo Indians who 
established numerous sedentary settlell1ents in the Southwest and a few even 
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further north, including the area near the Lehlnan Ca ves. Harrington also did 
not discuss the two time periods he denoted . As to the early Pueblo period/ 
other scholars referred to it as Pueblo I and II, covering the years A.D. 700 to 
1100. The Basketmaker period of Anasazi culture refers to Basketn1aker 1/ It 
and III/ and covers the years 200 H.C. to A.D. 700.7 

Harrington was both right and wrong in his conclusions. He was correct in 
recognizing the fact that ancient Anasazi people did live near the caves years 
earlier. But he also did not recognize the existence of Shoshonean-speaking 
people who also lived in the area . S. M. Wheeler, a colleague of Harrington/ 
also conunented about the remains, concluding that they were not associated 
with grave sites. Rather, they might have been "thrown in.,,8 

For a number of years after 1938, no one expressed an interest in the human 
renlains unearthed in the Lehnlan Caves. But in the late 1950s and early 1960s/ 
certain officials wanted the area of Lehlnan Caves to be classified as an official 
and enlarged national park. This movement sparked an interest in re-examin­
ing the earlier history. In 1962/ the acting assistant to the regional director of 
the National Park Service, with headquarters in San Francisco/ recapped his 
knowledge of the area based on the earlier reports. He indicated that the skulls 
were of two types: "5hoshonean" and "Puebloid." However/ he could not put 
a date on the remains/ and stressed that "these burials nlay be as old as 1/000 
years ago/ or as recent as 100 years ago." Unlike the previous investigators/ this 
park official pointed out that the earlier Pueblo lived in the area "until around 
1200 or 1300 A .D ."9 But he did not indicate what had happened to thenl. He 
also pointed out that Paiutes lived near the Lehlnan Caves area in the early 
1960s. On this point he was wrong/ for the Paiutes lived farther to the south 
and southeast, or at least a hundred plus 111iles away. Rather, it was the Western 
Shoshone and Goshute tribal people who lived closest to the Lehman Caves at 
this tilne. In addition to the park official in San Francisco/ some people in Ely, 
Nevada, located sonle sixty lniles west of the caves, also highlighted the recent 
interest in the Lehnlan Caves. The Ely Record, one of two newspapers in Ely/ 
included an article entitled "Indians Knew of Caves before Lehman's Find." 
The article was not based on oral interviews with the Indians but on the earlier 
archeological reports; it noted that eight hUlllan skeletons had been unearthed/ 
a figure not specified in the reports. 10 

This renewed interest prompted the National Park Service to contract with 
archeologists to carry out a more thorough excavation of the Leh111an Caves 
area in 1963. One year later, with the new work finished, archeologist Charles 
Rozaire released his findings in still another report that basically confirmed 
the older findings; but it did have one new conclusion, that ancient Indians 
had used the cave as a temporary occupation site. This finding was based on 
eighteen hearths identified inside the cave. These fireplaces of years ago were 
used for either "light or heat." But because native peoples left behind limited 
l11aterial culture such as tools, arrowheads, etceteral Rozaire could not provide 
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Lchrnan Caves, near Baker, Nevada, 19208. (Collection of Dorothy Joseph Stark and 
Glen Stark) 

a nlorc con1prehensive picture of those who once used the Lchman Caves. 
Thus he concluded, "Unforhlnately most of the evidence bearing on aboriginal 
man's association with Lehman Caves is negative and inconclusive due to the 
relatively small anlounts of cultural data recovered." ll 

Finally, in 1986, the federal govcrnluent classified the Lehn1an Caves area as 
the Great Basin National Park. The new park stahlS pron1ptcd the park service 
to carry out one more archeological assessn1ent, in 1990. Susan Wells's report, 
"Archeological Survey and Site Assessnlent at Great Basin National Park," was 
based not on further archeological excavations, but on the earlier studies. One 
interesting feature of her report was the classification of four pre contact phases 
of early Great Basin history: (1) the Paleo-Indian Period (12000 - 9000 H.C.), or 
the period of the big-game hunters who existed before the end of the last ice 
age, (2) the Great Basin Desert Archaic Period (9000 B.C. - A.D. 500), the period 
of hunters and gatherers, (3) the Parowan Fremont Period (A.D. 500 - 1300), the 
period of the Anasazi Pueblo farmers, and (4) the Western Shoshone Period 
(A.D.1300 - present). 12 Although this time line helps the reader to grasp a dear 
picture of the earlier history, it contains some major problems. One difficulty is 
that it gives us the iUiprcssion that Western Shoshone Indians were late arrivals 
into the Great Basin area of the Utah-Nevada border area, that they entered the 
scene around A.D. 1300. This was not the case, for the Shoshone people had no 
history or memory of having migrated into their current hon1e in recent years, 
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not even seven centuries ago, around 1300. Rather, the Shoshone people main­
tain that they have always lived in the Great Basin area. When the Shoshones 
encountered the first Euro-Alnericans in the mid-nineteenth century, they were, 
for the most part/ hunters and gatherers. In other words/ their native lifestyle 
was like that of the so-called Great Basin Desert Archaic peoples who lived in 
the area frOln 9000 B.C. to A.D. 500. Thus, the Shoshones have a long history of 
occupation in the Great Basin area. 13 

Other archeological shldies give us an even clearer picture of some of the 
early precontact native peoples who lived in the area near the Lehman Caves. 
In the early 1950s, one archeological teanl excavated the so-called Garrison 
Site located near Garrison, Utah, and Baker, Nevada, and, of course, close to 
the Lehtnan Caves. Having examined this site along the Utah-Nevada border, 
archeologists identified the people who had lived there as Anasazi Pueblos who 
grew corn, constructed semi subterranean structures made of adobe walls, and 
produced painted pottery within the Pueblo I and II periods (A.D. 900 - 1100). 
These early sedentary dwellers represented the northernmost periphery of the 
earlier Anasazi culture whose nucleus lay farther south/ in northern Arizona 
and the Four Corners area. The author of the Garrison study indicates that these 
Anasazi people left this Nevada-Utah area permanently around 1276 when an 
extensive drought hit the region. They never returned after having lived in the 
area for some seven or eight centuries. 14 

If much of the Garrison report focused on the earlier Anasazi people, it did 
not ignore conlpletely the nl(xiern-day Indians who lived in the area in the early 
1950s. The archeologists contacted the Goshutes living on the Goshute Reserva~ 
tion that straddles the Nevada-Utah border and is located sonle eighty to ninety 
miles to the north in Deep Creek Valley. Based on their informal talks with the 
Indians/ they included in their report that/ at the tinle of Euro~Alnerican contact, 
the Goshutes' practice was to place their deceased inside the entrance of cave 
openings. In addition, the archeological teanl did not excavate one particular 
cave near the Garrison site ubecause of opposition fr011110cal Goshutes/ who 
thought that we would disturb their ancestors." 15 

In the early 1970s, other archeologists conducted excavations at Snlith Creek 
Cave near Baker and the Lehman Caves. In the Snlith Creek Cave they un­
earthed old corn kernels and corn cobs nlost likely left behind by the Anasazi 
farmers who had settled the Garrison area centuries earlier. They also found 
painted Pueblo pottery in another nearby cave. Thus the identification of solid 
material culture (pottery shards/ adobe walls, etcetera) gives us a s0111ewhat 
visible picture of the Pueblo people who once lived in the area but who left 
some nine centuries ago. 16 The fact that scholars have identified at least one 
"Puebloid" type skull in the Lehman Caves tells us that some early Pueblos 
were well aware of the caves. 
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THE POSTCONTACT PHASE 

The archeological evidence provides only an incomplete picture of the pre­
contact indigenous peoples who lived near the Lehman Caves area and it tells 
us very little about the Shoshone and Goshute people who still live in the larger 
region. To gain information about the Shoshonean-speaking people and their 
way of life before, and at the time of, white contact, we lnust examine the work 
of anthropologist Julian Steward. In 1935 and 1936, Steward, now regarded as 
one of the big nan1es in American anthropology, studied the tribal peoples of 
the Great Basin, inc1uding the Western Shoshones, Northern Paiutes, and the 
Goshutes. He produced several studies, and his Basin-Plateau Aboriginal Socio­
political Groups (1938) is still regarded as a dassic. l

? 

Based largely on field work, including oral interviews with native informants, 
Steward's Basin-Plateau contains inlportant data, especially about the Shoshone 
way of life at the time of contact. One ilnportant finding was the identification 
of lTIid-nineteenth-century native encmnpnlents around present-day Baker, 
Nevada, or just below the Lehman Caves area, and in nearby Spring Valley, 
which lies to the west of Lehman Caves. 18 Although Steward never used the 
nalne LehJllan Caves in his study, he clearly put the locality within the territory 
of the Shoshones. He stressed that the Shoshones occupied nearly all of Snake 
and Spring valleys, but the Shoshones shared the extreme southern ends of 
both valleys with Southern Paiutes. The Shoshones also shared the southern 
end of Snake Valley with the ·Utes, whose prinl.ary hOlneland lay farther east, 
in central and eastern Utah. 19 

Steward made no distinction between the Shoshones and the Goshutes living 
in eastern Nevada. He considered both to be one and the salne, and not two 
separate tribes. Here are some of his comlnents about these peoples: 

Gosiute are Shoshoni ... Gosiute [or Goshute] are wholly Shoshoni .... Culturally 
... the Cosiute were essentially like their Nevada neighbors ... there is no reason to 
regard theln as fundamentally different from other Shoshoni .... Cosiute, who were 
indistinguishable, culturally and linguistically, frOln Shoshoni lived in the region bor­
dering the Great Salt Lake Desert.20 

On the above matter, Steward is essentially correct, for the Shoshones and 
Goshutes speak the same language (although there are S0111e vocabulary and 
dialectical differences) and share the same culture. But, because of geographic 
location and postcontact historical and political developnlents, the two now 
view thelnselves as two separate entities, which will be discussed later in this 
article. Most, but not all, of the Shoshone an-speaking people who lived in both 
Spring and Snake valleys until the late nineteenth century are now classified 
as Goshutes and live on the Goshute Reservation some ninety miles north of 
the Lehman Caves.21 

One of Steward's informants, identified only as flJR," was a full-blooded 
Shoshone who was born around 1880 in Spring Valley and lived in Baker 
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Antelope Jack was a Native leader in Eastern Nevada until his death in ·1 928.(Church 
of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints Church Archive) 
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and Ely as an adult. JR told Steward that the Shoshones/ Goshutes probably 
practiced agriculture and used irrigation in Snake and Spring valleys before 
white contact.22 Although Steward gave the impression that JR was uncertain 
about his knowledge, JR's information is correct, for the Shoshones / Goshutes 
did practice small-scale subsistence agriculture before Euro-American contact 
and in the early years of American settlement in eastern Nevada in the 1860s 
and 1870s.23 

Steward never discussed the origins of Shoshone / Goshute farming in his 
studies, but the Indians' knowledge most likely came from one of two sources. It 
could have been a carryover fron1 the earlier Anasazi period when the Shoshones 
and Anasazi were neighbors who had lived side-by-side for some centuries. 
Unlike the Anasazi, however, the Shoshones had always placed most of their 
enlphasis on hunting and gathering. Son1e of theIn, specifically a few living in 
the Snake and Spring valleys before white contact, could have learned agricul­
ture from the Pueblos. They maintained this practice until the late nineteenth 
century, when the white Americans entered the scene.24 

If the Shoshones did not acquire farming fr0111 the Anasazi centuries earlier, 
then they definitely acquired it from their neighbors, the Southern Paiutes. 
For example, the Spanish-speaking Escalante expedition that explored south­
central Utah in 1776 found Paiutes practicing farming: "there were three small 
corn patches with their very well n1ade irrigation ditches. fl2s In 1856, George 
A rn1strong, a federal Indian Bureau agent hired to work with the Southern 
Paiutes in Utah, found that SOine Paiutes in southwestern Utah had constructed 
an irrigation ditch that was Ifhalf a mile long, four feet wide, four feet deep, and 
had been dug principally through a gravel bed.fl 26 Not until 1859 did a federal 
Indian Bureau agent, Robert Jarvis, con1e to the area of the Utah-Nevada border 
and encourage the Goshutes of Deep Creek to fann.27 However, Jarvis never 
traveled farther south to Snake or Spring valley. Thus, the Indians of the area 
between Deep Creek and the Lehman Caves area never learned agriculture from 
the An1ericans. Rather, they had a knowledge of it before white contact. 

Besides archeological and anthropological studies, we also have a knowledge 
of the Great Basin based on the written accounts left behind by nineteenth­
century observers who came into contact with the Indians. Captain James 
H. Sinlpson encountered Shoshones / Goshutes in 1859 when he crossed the 
northern ends of both the Snake and Spring valleys while searching for a wagon 
route that wou ld connect Can1p Floyd (near Salt Lake City) with California. 
In Spring Valley, his expedition identified several Shoshones who wore rabbit­
skin clothing, lived in slnall three-foot-high cedar brush dwellings, and who 
possessed large woven gathering baskets for collecting roots.2g Essentially, 
SiInpson described part of the Shoshone way of life as it existed in the second 
half of the nineteenth century. 

The increasing number of Euro-Americans lnoving into the Great Basin by 
the 1860s logically led to friction between whites and Indians. At times the 
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federal government brought in the nlilitary to deal with the Indians. Harbor­
ing a low opinion of the Indians, the Inilitary conducted SOllle nlassacres. One 
such massacre took place in Spring Valley in 1863 when a force led by Colonel 
Patrick Conner killed a group of Shoshones who were having a traditional 
round dance. This action was in retaliation for the act of one of the Indian 
dance participants who had earlier stolen an army horse from a military camp 
in Steptoe Valley to the west.29 

To lllake peace with some of the Indians in the Great Basin, the federal 
goven1ll1ent negotiated several peace treaties with various native groups. It 
lnade two treaties with the Shoshonean-speaking people of western Utah and 
eastern Nevada in October 1863. On October 1, federal officials negotiated the 
Treaty of Ruby Valley with the Shoshones of northeastern Nevada. Although 
the treaty was basically one of peace and friendship, it was ll10re than a peace 
cOlnpact, for it specified that the Shoshones occupied a large land base, primarily 
in eastern Nevada. The treaty denoted the Steptoe Valley (the area of today's 
Ely) as the eastern boundary of Western Shoshone territory.30 Several days 
later, on October 12, officials negotiated the Treaty of Tuilla (Tooele) Valley near 
Grantsville, Utah, with the Shoshone an-speaking people who would soon be 
called the Goshutes. The treaty was sitnilar to the Treaty of Ruby ValleYI for it 
elllphasized peace and friendship, defined the Goshute territory, and denoted 
Steptoe Valley as the western boundary of tha t territory. J 1 

Postcard of Mt. Wheeler, ca. 1920. (Collection of Dorothy Joseph Stark and Glen Stark) 
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The two treaties left behind several important imprints. From 1863 forward, 
the Shoshonean-speaking people of eastern Nevada became divided into 
two political entitles: the Western Shoshones and the Goshutes. After 1863, 
the federal government labeled the Indians by these names, and nlany of the 
Indians then1selves accepted the names and use them today. What n1ust be 
emphasized, and as Steward pointed out, is that the two were essentially the 
same people before white contact. A second big legacy of the treaties is that the 
Shoshone an-speaking land base had become divided along the Steptoe Valley 
in eastern Nevada. Hence, the governnlent labeled all people in the valley and 
west of the valley as Western Shoshones, and those east of the valley were 
labeled as Goshutes. 

After the 1863 treaties the government exerted more paternalistic control 
over the Great Basin Indians. For example, one year after the Treaty of Tuilla, 
the governluent told the Pahvants (Utes/Southern Paiutes who traditionally 
lived in central Utah along the Sevier River) to leave Deep Creek because this 
valley, near the Nevada border, now lay within Goshute treaty territory.32 The 
Pahvants were now regarded as aliens. What the federal officials failed to real­
ize was that some Pahvants lived among the Coshutes because of intertribal 
marriage. One individual was PeanlUTI, who was the brother of Chief Kanosh. 
Kanosh served as the principal leader of the Pahvants who farmed land at 
Corn Creek, near today's Kanosh and Fillmore, Utah. Because their crops were 
destroyed by grasshoppers in 1869, most of the Pahvants left Corn Creek and 
settled down on the Uintah-Ouray Reservation in eastern Utah and becan1.e part 
of the Uintah Utes':B A few Pahvants stayed in or near their ancestral place of 
Corn Creek, where they intermarried with Southern Paiutes. Still a few others 
moved westward and eventually intermarried with the Shoshone an-speaking 
people living along the Utah-Nevada border region, especially in Snake Valley. 
PeanlllTI was one such individual who married a Goshute woman. Over the 
years he becanle recognized as a Goshute leader.34 

Under the Ruby Val1ey and Tuilla treaties of 1863, the federal government 
wanted the Shoshone an-speaking people to become "herdsmen and agriculhlr­
ists.i' For this reason the Indian Bureau (today's Bureau of Indian Affairs, or 
BIA) hired Levi Gheen as "farmer in charge" in April 1869 to teach the Indians 
how to fann. 35 Gheen taught some Shoshones in eastern Nevada how to grow 
American-style crops, but he did not have to instruct the Shoshones / Goshutes 
living in Spring and Snake valleys because of their already existing knowledge 
of farming. In fact, the same year Gheen was hired, George M. Wheeler, who 
conducted a federally sponsored expedition through eastern Nevada, identified 
Goshutes as /lraising scanty crops" in Snake Valley.36 

By the late 1860s and early 1870s, increasing nUlubers of Euro-Americans, 
responding to local boosterisnl and pronlotion, had settled both Spring and 
Snake valleys. Perhaps the biggest pronloter was the White Pine News, the news­
paper published in Ely. To encourage 1110re whites to settle in eastern Nevada, 
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the paper highlighted the excellence of the nearby valleys. In one of the May 
1869 issues, its editor wrote: "Spring Valley is quite broad, of unknown length, 
and contains an abundance of the finest agricultural land in the Great Basin, 
while the foothills and mountains afford superior grazing land.fl37 This kind 
of promotion brought various settlers into the eastern Nevada valleys. One of 
settlers was Absalom S. Lehman, who left Ohio and established a small ranch 
in Snake Valley about ten lniles north of today's Lehman Caves. After a short 
time he sold his ranch and returned to Ohio. He returned to eastern Nevada 
by 1870 and established a new ranch, roughly a mile below the caves that were 
later named after hilll. In 1873, his brother, Ben Lehman, established a dwelling 
at the place now called Baker.3R 

White intrusion into both Spring and Snake valleys disrupted the Indians' 
way of life. White-owned cattle ate the natural food sources the Indians had 
depended on for centuries. The ranchers claimed the water runoff frOll1 the sur­
rounding mountains for their own farming purposes. These changes caused the 
Indians to suffer hard tilnes. Al though the Indians continued to farm, syn1pa­
the tic whites remarked that the Indians were poor. Some turned to wage labor 
to survive. In 1871, at least thirty Goshutes worked as laborers in a salt ll1arsh 
located about forty lniles south of Deep Creek.39 

Despite the changes brought about by white intrusion, the Shoshones / Gos­
hutes of eastern Nevada remained within their native valleys and continued 
to practice Slnall-scale farming. In fact, the largest numbers of Indians lived in 
the two valleys closest to the Lehman Cave-Spring and Snake valleys. In 1873, 
Levi Gheen took the first federal census of the Shoshonean-speaking popula­
tion of eastern Nevada. He identified 150 Indians living in Spring Valley and 
200 in Snake Valley, for a total population of 350 living near the Lehlnan Caves 
area.40 Two years latel~ in 1875, the state of Nevada conducted its own census 
and confirmed Gheen's figures by identifying 340 "Goshutes" living in Spring 
and Snake valleys.41 

Soon after their settlen1ent in eastern Nevada, the white settlers began to feel 
uncomfortable abou t living near the Shoshones and Goshutes. They viewed 
themselves as being superior to the Indians. They regarded the Indians as 
savages prone to warfare and other bad habits. When the white Nevadans 
heard accounts of Indian-white wars in other areas of the American West, they 
quickly assumed that the Indians in their back yards might be preparing for 
war against theln. To justify warfare or possible warfare against the Indians, 
the whites created so-called Indian scares, or fabricated stories of Indians pre­
paring for war. This developn1ent happened in May 1873, when the whites of 
Ely heard about the Modoc War of northern California. hnmediately, the Ely 
residents assumed that the Indians in the Schell Creek region, east of Ely, might 
be preparing for war against the whites.42 Nothing, however, developed from 
this fabricated account. 

Two years later, in September 1875, the whites of eastern Nevada created 
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another, more serious Indian scare that ultinlately led to all the Indians being 
removed from the Snake and Spring valleys. Ca l1ed the Whi te Pine Warj this 
conflict started on September 1 when a Goshute named Toby killed a lnin­
ing prospector who refused to pay hinl for having identified a 11lining lode 
that turned out to be worthless. This incident took place near Mount Moriah, 
around twenty-five lniles north of the Lehman Caves. Albert Leathers, a wel1~ 
known Ininer of the region who had escaped the crime scene, started the scare 
by telling the settlers of eastern Nevada that the murder was the beginning of 
a large-scale Indian 'war against the whites. The settlers immediately elevated 
their anti-Indian stance and nlurdered three Indians over the next few days. 
False rlunors of Indian warfare led the settlers of Bakel~ Nevada, some five 
miles below the caves, to build a moat for protection.43 

After a few days, when settlers had call1led down a Ii ttle, they decided to 
confront the Indians and interrogate them. They demanded that all the Indians 
in the Spring and Snake valleys congregate at Absalom Lehman's ranch. By 
Septelnber 11, SOlne 150 Indians led by Peanum, Gunister, Duck Creek Charley, 
and Antelope Jack had arrived. Indian agent Levi Gheen, well aware of white 
hysteria, disarnled the Indians to satisfy the settlers. The settlers themselves 
still harbored the false notion that the Indians 111ight be planning an uprising. 
They therefore asked the Indians SOllle serious questions. UWhy did all the In­
dians flee to the mountains at about the sallle time?" The Indians replied that 
they left for the higher mountain elevations to harvest pine nu ts, an important 
food source. Because the nut crops had been poor during the four previous 
yearSj the Indians were excited about the 1875 bUlllper crop. For this reason 
they traveled in large nUlnbers to the nearby mountains. Of course, around 
Septenlber 1 the whites interpreted the Indian movement and excitenlent as a 
case of uprising.44 

The whites asked another question: UWhy did the Indians . .. refuse to work 
any nlore [for the whites]?" The question referred to Indians who had become 
wage laborers on the white-owned ranches of eastern Nevada in the first half 
of the 1870s. The men worked as ranch hands and the wonlen as house maids, 
and the whites had beconle sonlewhat dependent on Indian 1abor. The Indians 
explained that with the bumper crop of pine nuts, they decided to leave their 
ranch jobs and travel to the nearby mountains. Also, they chose to leave because 
the whites did not pay them immediately and the wages were Ineager.45 A few 
days earlier, the whites had interpreted the Indians leaving the ranches as a 
sign of war preparation. 

Finally the settlers asked a third question: "Why ... did the Indians tell 
the ranchers that the soldiers were cOIning?" The Indians nahtrally expressed 
fear of American soldiers because of Patrick Conner's 1863 massacre of some 
Indians in Spring Valley. Realizing that the settlers were accusing theJTI of war 
preparation, the Indians assumed that the whites would call in soldiers, who 
'would conduct another massacre. In fact, one military unit led by Lieutenant 
George Jaeger did travel to Lehnlan's ranch to investigate the so-called White 
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Pine War.46 The soldiers, however, conducted no military action against th 
Indians in September 1875. 

After the interrogation, the settlers delnanded that the Indians find and 
capture Toby and bring him in for punishment. The Indians thought about the 
demand and quickly made the decision to bring Toby to Lehlnan' s ranch. They 
made their decision for two reasons. First, they knew Toby already had a his­
tory of unruly behavior. Second, they realized that if Toby were not captured, 
the rest of the Indians might be punished. After all, three Indians had already 
been killed after Septenlber LIn the end, two leaders, Duck Creek Charley and 
Antelope Jack, found Toby at Deep Creek and brought hin1 down to Lehman's 
ranch as a prisoner.47 

Levi Gheen, as federal Indian agent, took charge of Toby. However, he con­
cluded that some forty-five or fifty angry and restless settlers n1ight resort to 
mob violence and lynch Toby. To ensure order, Gheen decided to make a quick 
trip to nearby Spring Valley and bring in a Nevada 111ilitia unit that was sta­
tioned there awaiting further orders. He asked Lieutenant Jaeger and his eight 
soldiers to guard Toby while he was gone.4~ 

Once Gheen left, the settlers took advantage of the situation and deulanded 
that Jaeger release Toby to theln so they could carry out quick punishment. 
Jaeger acquiesed to their denland for several reasons. He had concluded that 
a battle between his snla 11 force and the lnuch larger number of wel1-arnled 
settlers might occur if he didn't release Toby. In addition, he believed that 
Toby was a "savage" not worth fighting for and that the settlers were "not a 
mob but the citizens of this country." Therefore, the respectable ranchers of 
Snake and Spring valleys were deemed fully capable of punishing Toby for 
the earlier nlurder.49 

To legitimjze his decision, Jaeger asked the settlers at Lehman's ranch to sign 
a petition to acknowledge thenlselves as the punishers of oby. Twenty-eight 
ranchers, including AbsalOln Lehtnan and Albert Leathers (who had started 
the fabricated war), signed the statement, and Jaeger surrendered custody of 
Toby.50 The settlers seized Toby and hanged hinl about a hundred yards froln 
Lehnlan's ranch house. 51 Thus, on Septenlber 14, the White Pine War ended for 
the white settlers of eastern Nevada. 

But the fabricated war did not end for the Indians, for the white settlers 
wanted the Indians removed fro In the Snake and Spring valleys. Understanding 
that the whites would make life uncomfortable for the Indians in the future, 
agent Gheen persuaded most of the Indians to leave their native valleys. On 
September 16, he escorted some 160 Indians (or those who had congregated at 
Lehman's ranch) northward to Deep Creek. Along the way, he encouraged other 
Shoshones / Goshutes to move. Deep Creek therefore became the new hOlTIe 
of nearly all the Indians who used to live in the Spring and Snake valleys.52 
Moreover, the two lower valleys becalne alnl0st void of the larger number of 
Shoshonean-speaking people who used to live there. 
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There were several reasons why the whites created the White Pine War to 
drive the Indians out of the Spring and Snake valleys. First, the ranchers knew 
that a sizable Indian population lived in the two valleys, SaIne nlaintaining small 
gardens. They stood in the way of white economic developnlent, especially 
cattle grazing. Tn addition, some white settlers came to believe that the Indians 
were fonning an al1iance with the white Monnons, and that the two entities 
as a unified force would drive the non-Monnons (Gentiles) out of the region. 
Although Morlll0n settlers had not yet established a foothold in the Snake and 
Spring valleys, they had already gained a base in Deep Creek Valley alnong 
the Shoshonean-speaking Goshutes / Shoshones who had traditionally lived 
there. Some settlers in eastern Nevada falsely believed that the Mormons were 
urging the Indians to conduct an uprising against non-Monnons. Still another 
reason for the conflict had to do with the settlers hearing about the various 
Indian-white wars of the far western region in the 1870s, and the predictions 
that Indian warfare was llnnljnent in eastern Nevada. Of course, the assertions 
of Indian warfare along the Nevada-Utah border were completely false. 53 

The White Pine War of 1875 was not the last white-created scare of eastern 
Nevada. Two years later, in SepteInber 1877, federal Indian agen.t Levi Gheen 
heard a rumor that "the 'Mormons' were drilling and arming the Indians and 
embittering thenl against the Government [including white people in generall" 
along the Utah-Nevada border in and near Deep Creek. Fully aware of the 
invented war of two years earlier, Gheen did not bother to investigate. Rather, 
he requested W.J. Friday (ironically a settler of Spring Valley) to visit the area 
around Deep Creek. Having done so, Friday reported that the local Mornl0ns 
had not anned the Indians nor had they encouraged the Indians to harbor anger 
toward the Atnericans.54 

In the end, the White Pine War had a lnarked inlpact on the Indians, for it 
aln10st elin1inated the native populations of both the Snake and Spring val­
leys. In the years illllllediately after 1875, very few Indians lived there, and the 
few who remained became invisible. For example, in January 1876, the Wh.ite 
Pi'ne NeuJs reported the following: IIWhat has beconle of all the Shoshone Indi­
ans? . .. Who is to saw our wood? ... Who is to do the drudgery work for our 
wives?"55 Without doubt, the newspaper editor was referring to the ranchers 
of eastern Nevada who used to rely on Indian labor. Now they had lost that 
labor force, which now lived farther north, in Deep Creek. Moreover, when 
W.J. Friday investigated the rumor of "armed" Indians in or near Deep Creek 
in 1877, he identified Indians living therel but did not report any Indians living 
in Spring Valley where he currently lived.50 

Although the Shoshonean-speaking population in the Snake and Spring val­
leys had been reduced significantly inlmediately after 1875, some of those who 
experienced renl0val gradually llloved back to their native places. According 
to the 1880 federal census, thirty Indians lived in Snake Valley and another 
forty-two in nearby Spring Valley. 57 According to the 1900 census, twenty-one 
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Goshutes lived in Snake Valley.58 Thus, a few persons had Inoved back. But these 
small nlllnbers contrasted markedly with the earlier, nluch larger populations up 
to 1875. As already nlentioned, Levi Gheen had identi fied 350 Indians in the two 
valleys in 1873. The post-1880 Indian populations of these valleys remained so 
Slnall and invisible that a later generation of whites in eastenl Nevada wondered 
if Indians had ever lived there. In 1908, the editor of the Ely Record published an 
article entitled "Was Spring Valley Peopled by a Pre-Historic Race?,,59 The editor 
had no idea that Spring Valley had a sizable Shoshone an-speaking population 
up to the third quarter of the nineteenth century. 

As for the larger number of fornler residents of Snake and Spring valleys, 
they made Deep Creek their permanent home. Monnon nlissionaries established 
an Indian lnission there and helped the Indians raise crops for subsistence pur­
poses. In 1884, the Indians had cultivated 120 acres of land, and by 1889, with 
nlore acreage under cultivation, they harvested 2,100 bushels of grain and 75 
bushels of potatoes.60 By the early years of the twentieth century, the federal 
governnlent came to realize that Deep Creek had a sizable Indian population, 
and a reservation was established for the Goshutes in 1914. Located in Utah, 
but adjacent to the Nevada border, this reservation could not accommodate 
all the Goshutes who were living in Deep Creek, and in the 1930s the govern­
lnent enlarged the reservation under the Indian Reorganization Act. til S()Jne 
individuals who were caught up in the White Pine War also experienced early 
reservation life, including Antelope Jack. 

Although several Indians who had resided in the Snake and Spring valleys 
possessed tribal enrollrnent on the Goshu te reservation in the early years of the 
twentieth century, they also left the reservation and established residence at 
their earlier native places. Peanum established a slnall hOITlestead in Snake Val­
ley near Gandy, Utah. When he died, his land was passed on to his son Charlie 
Peanunl and a blood relative, Tommy Muggins, both enrolled at Goshute.62 In 
1934, Annie Jack and her son Norton Jack made Baker, Nevada, their honle.63 

Of course, their ancestors, including Antelope Jack, had lived in this locality 
near the Lehnlan Caves up to 1875, before removal. Another enrolled Inember, 
Albert McGill, nlade nearby Spring Valley his home in his old age.64 Still another 
tribal nleJnber, Ruth Bishop, was living in Spring Valley in 1969.65 

Not an the Shoshonean-speaking people of Snake Valley ended up at Deep 
Creek in the late nineteenth century. At least two small groups of "Shoshones" 
(they did not call themselves Goshutes) remained in the valley: one at Garrison, 
Utah, and the other at Baker, Nevada. Without doubt, sonle local whites allowed 
the Indians to remain at these settlements because they needed Indian labor. 
The Garrison group lived in Indian Calup, located about a half mile outside 
of Garrison up to the early twentieth century. Their community consisted of 
Indian-style dwellings and sonleAmerican-style log cabins. The nlcn worked as 
laborers for the whites and the women as domestic servants. After 1900, some 
of the Indians moved to nearby Baker when a fire destroyed part of the canlp. 
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By 1910, only two Shoshone families reJnained, Sam and Mary Boup and Tom 
and Gootrea Tootseap (along with their four children and the grandlllother, 
Erwitch).66 

The Baker group of Shoshones lived slightly west of the present-day Baker 
Indian cenletery up to the early 1930s. The most visible was the Joseph family. 
Mary Joseph lllade Indian baskets and sold them to the settlers in Snake Valley. 
Her family and other Shoshones traveled to Indian Peaks in Utah to harvest pine 
nuts. Mary died in October 1932 and was buried in the Indian cenletery. One 
of her grandchildren, Richard Joseph, was born and reared in Baker; he rnoved 
to the Goshute reservation around 1933, where he worked as a range rider, 
and later moved to Ely to work as an equiplllent operator in a llline. His sister 
Dorothy also left Baker in the early 1930s; she Jlloved to Ely and later married 
Glen Stark/ a Shoshone fronl the Ely Shoshone co]ony. The falllily menlbers now 
have tribal enrolh11ent on the Ely colony. Dorothy returns to Baker periodically 
to take care of the Indian cernetery.67 

Thus, sorne Shoshones enrolled on the Ely colony are direct descendants of 
the earlier large Shoshonean-speaking popu.1a ti on of Snake VaHey. Like the Cos­
hute reservation, the Ely colony also canle into existence in the early twentieth 
century. In 1931, Congress appropriated funds to purchase ten acres of land on 
a hillside in Ely as a hOlne for the Shoshones. The Indians did not lllove to the 
newly declared colony site. Rather, they were already living there. Some Indian 
heads-of-household at this Indian CaJnp included Harry and Addie Stanton/ 
George and Mattie Adams, and Harry and Marnie Johnny, to nanle only three 
farnilies. They allrnade the new colony site their permanent home. In 1977, 
Congress provided funds to purchase ninety additional acres of colony land, 
which is located in today's East Ely. The Baker Indian cenletery is now part of 
the jurisdiction of the Ely colony. 

CONCT .USION 

In recent years, both Native Anlericans and non-Indians have become more 
aware of the earlier native cOlmection to the area in and around the Great Basin 
National Park. This awareness surfaced after Congress passed the Native Ameri­
can Graves Protection and Repatriation Act in 1990. A major aspect of that law 
was the return of native rernains to their tribal people for proper reburia1.6~ In 
response to the law, the National Park Service held a nleeting with representa­
tives frOln the Goshute, Southern Paiute/ and Western Shoshone tribes in 1997. 
The discussion concerned human remains taken from the Lehman Caves years 
earlier; they had been stored in a park service facility in Tucson, Arizona, for 
several years. It was agreed that the renlains needed to be returned. In a quiet 
gathering in 1998, the remains found their resting place in the area we now call 
the Great Basin N'ational Park. 
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Grandma Swallow. (Col/ection of 
Dorothy Joseph. Stark and GLen St~1rk) 

Shoshone Shack near Rowland Ranch, 
Baker, Nevada where the Joseph family 
resided. (Collection of Dorothy Joseph Stark 
and Glen Stark) 
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The Joseph fanlily, ca. 1917. 
(Collection. of Dorothy Joseph Stark 
and Glen Stark) 

Baker Shoshones enrou te to 
Lehlllan Caves area. (Collection 
(~l Dorothy Joseph Stark and Glen 
Stark) 
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Dorothy Joseph (right) and her sister Ilene 
Joseph, ca. 1929. (Collection of Duro thy 
Joseph Stark and Gle-rz Stark) 

Ilene Joseph and friends, 1929. (Cullection 
of Dorothy Joseph Stark and Glen Stark) 
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"Nightmare" in Pen and Ink 
'Pinto' Colvig as Silver State Cartoonist 

BILL ALLEY 

The odd llloniker Pinto Colvig is hardly a household nanle, but it would be a 
difficult task indeed to find SOllleone in the United States who was not faIl1iliar 
with at least some facet of Colvig's work. The silent comedies of Mack Sennett's 
Keystone Studio; the voice characterizations of Walt Disney's Pluto, Goofy, 
Grun1py, and Sleepy; the catchy lyrics of "Who's Afraid of the Big, Bad Wolf"; 
and the creation of Bozo the Clown are Il1erely the highlights in the renlark­
able career of this Jacksonville, Oregon, native. Unknown to 1l10st, however, is 
Colvig's fleeting contribution to Nevada's newspaper heritage. 

Vance DeBar Colvig was born into a pro111inent fan1ily in southern Oregonis 
Jackson County seat on Septelnber II, 1892. Possessed of a seen1ingly overabun­
dant alnount of freckles, the youngster acquired the nicknan1e Pinto at an early 
a.ge; he would continue to use that naIl1e personally and professionally for the 
relllainder of his life. Blessed with a talent for 111usic and drawing, as well as 
a penchant for downing around, Pinto developed a deep affinity for clowns 
and circuses, a fascination that ren1ained an integral part of his personal and 
professional life . 

Colvig was thirteen when he first donned grease paint and red nose. While 
visiting the nlidway at the 1905 Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition in 
Portland, Oregon, the freckle-faced youngster wrangled an informal audition 
for Harry L. Blitz, who operated The Crazy House. The former carney was ap­
parently impressed with Colvigi s funny faces and clarinet playing and hired 
hin1 on the spot. Colvig later recalled, "Blitz dug down in his trunk and hung 
an old lnisfit suit on 111e; sIl1eared Il1y face with down white grease paint; red­
dened my nose, slapped a battered old derby over llly head, and into a size-14 
pair of shoes." A nlul1ber of years later, after graduating frolll the University 
of Oregon, Pinto returned to show business and embarked on a brief tour with 

Bill Alley is a historian and certified archivist. He recently cura ted the new Alexander 
Pearson exhibit for the Pearson Air Museum in Vancouver, Washington and wrote the 
companion biography, Not Without Hazards: The Extraordinary Career (~f Lt. Alexan.der 
Pearson/]r., which is being published by the Vancouver National Historic Reserve Trust. He 
also edits the Archivists' Page feature in Pac~fh~ Northwest Quarterly.@2004 by Bill Alley 
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"Pinto's" Carson City business card. 
(Southern Oregon Historical Society) 

Bn.I, ALLEY 

"Pinto" Colvig's business card from his brief tenure with the Rockmller in the 
SLlnlnlcr of 1914. (Southern Oregon Historical Society) 
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the Pantages vaudeville circuit developing a comedy act showcasing his bur­
geoning cartooning skills. 1 

Pinto/s cartooning act soon led to nlore steady employnlent as an editorial 
cartoonist in Nevada. In 1914, "after receiving numerous flattering offers," 
Pinto went to work for Colonel Carl Young, editor and publisher of The Nevada 
Rockroller in Reno. There, Pinto told the Oregon Agricultural College newspaper, 
he would be "drawing curved lines for the gratification of the editor's ire."2 

Colonel Youngl who appeared to be a character as colorful as the pages 
of his newspaper, which was printed on rose-colored paper, introduced the 
Rockroller on June 27, 1914. He envisioned the Rockroller as a reformist vehicle 
set on weeding out corruption, graft, nepotism and other such ills that he saw 
afflicting Nevada politics. "The declaration of this paper," the first issue pro­
clainledl I'will be non-partisan, and it will be the official organ of the Union 
League Non-Partisan Club, comJilonly known as the Rockrollers." "We will 
publish all 111islnanagelnent of our state and county governlnent WITHOUT 
FEAR," Colonel Young declared. "WE ARE NOT HOG-TIED TO ANY MAN 
OR PARTY." The sheet, published twice a week on Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
was Iliaunched on a mission to fight existing evils and to weed out violators of 
public confidence as the time has come to put the lid on political grafters."3 

The first Pinto cartoon appeared on the front page of the August 8, 1914, 
issue of the Rockroller. This cartoon depicted Pinto and Colonel Young riding 
on a rock rolling-machine rUlu1ing off "grafters," This particular cartoon had 
served, undoubtedly, as Colvig's audition for the editorial cartoonist's position, 
as it was published a fulllnonth before the artist aChlally arrived in Nevada.4 

Colvig made his appearance in Reno on Friday, September 4. "Vance D. 
Colvig, better known to the artistic Knights of the Rail as' Pinto,' the tramp car­
toonist, box-car idol, and circus~band-wagon enthusiast, arrived Friday evening 
from Portland, Oregon," the Rockroller announced on its front page beneath a 
Pinto self-caricature. Young also prompted his readers to watch for "a queer, 
non-corpulent little aninlal which resembles a horse" in Pinto's cartoons. He 
was referring to Nightmare, Pinto's signature character, who appeared regularly 
in Colvig's cartoons with his own cOlillnentary, nluch like the little character 
seen today in the political cartoons of Pat Oliphant. "It will be interesting to 
note," the Rockroller continued, "just what this little creature will have to say 
frOlTI tjlne to tin1e."s 

Colvig wasted no thne in acclimating himself to his new surroundings, and 
his cartoons began gracing the rose-tinted front page of the Rockroller regularly 
on SeptelTIber 9. Unfortunately for Pinto, however, his tenure at the paper was 
not to last long; the Rockroller ceased publication a week later, after its Septem­
ber 16 issue. A brief explanation appeared in the Oregon Agricultural College 
student newspaper. IIVance Colvig, famed as 'Pinto,' writes that the career of the 
Reno Rock-Crusher [sic], the political sheet on which he was employed, came 
to a sudden end when the publisher got the SlnaU pox." Without its flamboyant 
and fiery editor, The Nevada Rockroller quickly faded away.6 
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Colvig did not linger long in Reno after the Rockroller's untimely den1ise, and 
he made his way to the state capital. On September 25 a brief itenl appeared in 
the Carson City News. IIVance DeBar Co1vig, the cartoonist known as Pinto," the 
paper recorded, "is a visitor to this city for a short tirne." Within three weeks this 
short stay resulted in Col vig' s transferring his talents to the Carson City Ne'U.Js . 
There, under the editorship of George Montrose, Colvig continued to support 
his et11ployer's editorial policy with his own peculiar brand of hUt1101~ while 
striking up friendships with SOllle of the capital's political elite.7 A great lnany 
of Nevada's public and elected officials would find themselves imlnortalized 
on the front page of the Neu)s through the vehicle of Pinto Colvig's cartoons. 
Pinto's work proved to be so popular, in fact, that the News published a reprint 
compilation of his cartoons in a SIn all booklet titled Cartoons and Caricatures of 
the 27th Session, "(A collection of drawings of the men1bers of the 27th Session 
of the Nevada Legislature) by IPinto,' and published in the Carson City News 
during the session."s 

When the AI. C. Barnes Circus came through Carson City on April 26, 1915, 
howevel~ Pinto finally SUcculllbed to telnptation. On the day the circus came to 
town Pinto signed on as a clarinet player in the circus banet. IIfPinto' is gone/' 
Montrose lamented on the front page of his paper. IINo more out of the colun1ns 
of this paper will his INightnlare' view the world and COlnment on things as they 
are. The slllell of the sawdust was too nluch for 'Pinto' and he has gone with the 
circus again ." Montrose followed this farewell with a singular tribute, his own 
rendering of Pinto's Nightmare under the heading "Our First and Last."9 

Pinto remained with the AI. G. Barnes Circus until 1916. In that yeal~ he was 
faced with the choice of relnaining with the circus or rearing a fan1ily; he chose 
the latter and married Margaret Bourke Slavin. Now with a fmnily to support, 
Pinto decided to return to newspaper work, securing a position with the San 
Francisco Bulletin as a ca.rtoonist. During this period he also began w'orking in 
the field of animation, forming a snlall con1pany with Byington Ford and Ben­
janlin Thackston '/Tack" Knight. This cOlnpany n1ade numerous popu 1ar short 
anilllated features and is credited with creating the first color cartoon in 1919. 

Pinto's successes with animation led him. to Hollywood in 1922. There he was 
associated with a number of studios, including Mack Selu1ett's Keystone Shldio, 
where Pin to worked as a gag man, aniInator, and one of the original Keystone 
Cops. He also appeared in many other silent fj1n1S produced by Universat Fox, 
and RKO studios, earning the reputation as "the Man with a Thousand Faces." 
Shortly after Disney released Steamboat Willie, the first taJking cartoon, Pinto 
teamed up wjth another young artist named Walter Lantz (who would later 
originate the Woody Woodpecker cartoons) to make Bolivar, the Talking Ostrich, 
an early talking cartoon that failed to generate much interest. 

The advent of sound in nlotion pictures and cartoons, however, was to prove 
the crucial springboard for Pinto's career, for, in addition to his innate talents as 
a musician, artist, and gag writer, Pinto possessed an uncalu1Y gift for creating 
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"Pinto" Colvig's last cartoon before joining the circus in 1915. (Southern Oregon Historical Society) 
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voice characterizations and sound effects. Tn 1930, Pinto signed a seven-year 
contract with the Walt Disney Studios, working first as a gag-writer and story­
board artist for Disney's Silly Symphon.ies, and later developing the voices for 
many of Disney's best-known characters. He provided the voices for Grulnpy 
and Sleepy in Sn.OUJ White and the Seven Dwarfs, and originated the voice char­
acterizations of Pluto the Pup and Goofy. Pinto also provided the voice for the 
practical pig in The Three Little Pigs, and wrote the orlginallyrics to the song 
"Who's Afraid of the Big, Bad Wolf." 

At the conclusion of his contract with DisneY" Pinto went on to work with 
MGM, where he provided some of the voice-over work for the Munchkins in 
The Wizard oj Oz, and with the Max Fleischer Studios, where he created the 
voice for Gabby in that studio's cartoon version of Gulliver's Travels. Pinto also 
began working in radio, originating his own program titled "Pinto/ the Or­
egon Appleknocker," and providing the sound effects for Jack Benny's famous 
Maxwell car. 

In 1946, Pinto again broke new ground when he teamed with Alan W. Liv­
ingston/ a Columbia Records producer, to create the original character of Bozo 
the Clown for a series of children's recordings and books. Pinto later pioneered 
the early television version of Bozo on the Los Angeles ABC affiliate in 1949. 
In 1956, the Bozo franchise was purchased by Larry Hannon, forcing Pinto to 
develop a new down persona of his own, Pinto the Village Clown. 

Over the course of his later years, Pinto was constantly at work. He continued 
to do all manner of voice work, including the voice for Disney's Goofy, and 
wrote numerous short stories for magazines, mostly feahlring 1i fe in small towns 
or the circus. He also continued to write nlusic and treannents for television 
programlning. In 1950, his wife, Margaret, died. Two years later, Pinto married 
Peggy Allaire. A longtjme sllloker, Pinto succumbed to lung cancer on October 
3, J 967, leaving his second wife and the five children from his first Inarriage. 
His eldest son, Vance, Jr., nicknalned Ditto, had followed his father into show 
business. For lnany years the two provided voice characterizations for television 
and films. Vance also served for a time, as his father had, as one of the televi­
sion Bozos. In 1993/ the Disney Corporation recognized Pinto's contributions 
by 11laking hhn a Disney Legend, their equivalent to a hall of fame. 

For Pinto Colvig, a man long possessed with the soul of the clown, that role 
and the grease paint undoubtedly elnbodied the pilu1acle of the entertaining 
arts. Thirty-seven years after his death, he was finally recognized with a singu­
lar honor. On May 28/ 2004, Pinto Colvig was inducted into the International 
Clown Hall of Falne in recognition of his work in developing the character of 
Bozo the Clown. 

The Southern Oregon Historica 1 Society in Medford, Oregon, has two separate 
collections of Pinto Colvig Inaterials. The first (SOHS MS-9) consists prinlarily 
of Pinto's correspondence with friends in his native southern Oregon, original 
artwork, photographs, press clippings, and a copy of Pinto's unpublished 
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l1lanuscript, "Clowns Is People," which chronide8 his years growing up in 
Jacksonville, Oregon. The second collection (SOHS MS-8(4) includes original 
musical scores; radio and te1evi8ion scripts, short stories, photographs, original 
artwork, and a copy of a second unpublished manuscript, ''It's a Crazy Busi­
ness," Pinto's ll1ernoir of working in Hollywood. 

The manuscript of "It's a Crazy Business" is undated, and it is unclear exactly 
when Colvig wrote it. Since, however, the ITlemoir recounts events in Pinto's 
life through the cOlnpletion of SncraJ White and the Seven Dwarfs, and contains 
no references to any later work, it ll1USt be assun1cd that Pinto cOlnposed this 
menloir in the period irnmediately following the c0T11pletion of the Disney classic 
in 1937. Contained in the nlellloir are Pinto's recollections of his brief tenure as 
a political cartoonist in Reno and Carson City. This excerpt, published here for 
the first time, provides a rare first-hand glill1pse into the politics and journalisnl 
of the Silver State during 1914-15. While Pinto Colvig was in Nevada for only a 
brief time, he left an illlportant legacy behind. Not only does his 111elTIoir shine 
light on the activities of the region's newspapers, it is also a lasting treasure of 
1110re than one hundred cartoons and IIPintographs," providing COlll1l1entary on 
the events of the day, as well as portraits and caricatures of dozens of Nevada's 
political elite during the legislative session of 1915. 

"Pinto" Colvig at work at the San Franciscu ChronicLel ca. 1921. 
(Southern Oregon. Historical Society) 
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EXCERPT fROM "Ir's A CRAZY BUSINESS" 

Let's see what happened next. Well, I monkeyed around southern Oregon for 
a spelt took a little trip south for the winter on an advertising job, went back 
north, had my appendix 111anicured and got a foolish notion into my head that I 
would like to attend Oregon University Sumlner School to study art and Tl1usic, 
but went there and took up canoeing on the Mill Race, instead. 

Then caIne two offers for 111y services. One was to go with a Governlllent 
Surveying Crew to Alaska and be snowed in for nine months (which sounded 
different and tempting) and the other was to go to N-evada to be a regular front­
page editorial cartoonist on a political sheet, "The Nevada Rockroller." I chose 
the latter and was on a Reno bound train that same day. 

I landed in Reno wi th a desire to become the second Homer Davenport or 
Tholllas Nast; but when I 111et the editor and saw that the sheet was printed on 
pink papel~ I changed rny Inind. Hl 

The editor was a white-haired, ghostly looking sort of figure who told ll1e, 
and showed llle some of the scars, that he had seventeen bullet holes in his 
body. He had a couple of stiff, broken fingers on each hand with which he 
pecked out red hot editorials on a typewriter-parts of which I wouldn't dare 
print in this book. 

How he loved to "burn up" an off-color politician. He always worked with his 
right top desk drawer open; in it he kept a loaded six-shooter. He was a grand 
guy and I liked hiJn. His name was Colonel Carl Young~a political fighting 
newspaperman of the" old school./I I drew cartoons to fit his editorials. The 
paper was backed by a group of wealthy, well-lueaning politicians, so all I had to 
worry about was to keep out of the way of flying bu nets. One lnorning J received 
word that the editor had been taken to the pest-house with s111allpox and, with 
election only three days away, there would be no more "Rockroller./lll 

In Reno and adjoining towns, T occasionally went on campaign tours with 
various poli ticians. In this way I struck up a swell acquaintance with George 
Brodigan, incull1bent candidate for Secretary of State. George was a great Irish­
man and was loved by everyone. One night I drove with hin1 to Carson City. 
I liked the looks of the little capital tOW11 from the moment we approached its 
111ain stenl. Muddy streets, thirty-six saloons, gambling joints and stately cot­
tonwood trees. That was in the fall of 1914.12 

Since it was George!s home town, for his political years at least, we n1ade 
the rounds of all the saloons. While George bought drinks and talked politics, 
I drew cartoons of the natives and became well acquainted with lllost of the 
town's n1ale popUlation that night. (Remember-no cocktail lounges in those 
days. Just good old, real he-lnan, sawdust floored saloons.) 

That nigh t I Inet a Mr. George Montrose, then the editor of The Carson Ci ty 
Daily News. "Monty!! was a forn1er "n1ucksticker" in the lnines, a poet by 
nature, a lawyer by profession and an editor because he just naturally liked 
getting out a small town sheet. 13 
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The true Nevadan Spirit alllong jts people so struck 111y fancy that I "lnoved 
right in on / em'l and the following week 1 went to work as cartoonist on The 
News. There being no engraving plants in Nevada in those days, for the Inak­
ing of line cuts from pen and ink drawings, 1 had to learn thc old-fashioned 
111ethod of what is known as "Chalk-plate" cartooning. A process whereby the 
cartoonist Inixes up a certain nU111ber of ingredients-French chalk, English 
chalk, silicate of soda, Le Pagel s glue, powdered gum Arabic and water. Stir it 
up and when it looks like waffle batter, pour it out onto a hard surface of flat, 
blue steel and then put this in the drUlll of a stove, or oven, and bake it until 
thoroughly dry. Now, scrape off the top crust, indent lightly your cartoon into 
the chalk. Now, take a stylus and begin scratching and blowing out the lines. 
Your plate now reselnbles a newspaper matrix. Now, build up your fire and 
melt S0111e line-o-type metal to a red heat- screw your steel plate into a casting 
box fann and pour in your metal; if by chancel there's a speck of darnpness in 
your casting box, chances are that BOOM!- the red-hot uletal will ZOOlll up to 
the ceiling and rain back all over you. Well, pour in some lnore llletal and go 
next door and get yourself a beer while your casting box is cooling off. Return 
and unscrew the gadgets, and ou t falls not a "half-tone/I but what the old ti111e 
printers referred to as a "half-ton"- it being cast 7 / 8ths of an inch in depth, 
equal to type-high thickness. Now, it is ready for the presses and the C0111posite 
cartoonist, chenlist, cook and metal-molder is ready for another trip next door 
to drown his sorrows. 

Nowhere have 1 ever spent such an enjoyable fall and wintcr as T did in 
Carson City, the only town in the world, at that tilnc, to have a saloon in its 
county courthouse. That was old Henry Rosenbrock's falnous Magnolia Saloonl 
situated directly across the street frOlll the State Capitol building- and I'm sure 
that lnore Ship-of-State was launched in the old Magnolia than ever inside of 
the Capitol Building. 14 

Nearly every old man 1 met in Carson City would point to a certain board in 
his barn or woodshed and proudly tel1 lne that it was the identical board upon 
which either Corbett or Fitzsilll1110nS (I forget which) took the count in the 26th 
round of that fmnous fight in 1896 (or was it '97?). That was the biggest day 
Carson City had ever seen since the unveiling of the town pUlnp.15 

Naturally, these reflections went back to my men10rable agc of nine when 
that cigarette drummer gave me the aninlated flip-the-pages book, all about 
the fight. 

On snowy winter nights, a few of the state's officials would come in and 
hang around the news-shop stove in the editor's office and chaw, spit, whittle 
and argue politics, while 1 drew cartoons and "Monty" wrote editorials. Many's 
the tillle I've heard I'Monty'l say to governor Boyle, while handing him a batch 
of news copy, '/Here, Gov, you'rc a college graduate. If you expect to hang 
around here sopping up our heat, you might as well be proof-reading S0111e of 
tomorrow's edition!" Whereupon the Governor would take the attitude of an 
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office boy and work like a Trojan going over and correcting the copy. 
Then, a n1.0111cnt later IIMonty" wou ld reach behind his desk, bring out a big 

two-gallon can and yell to the Secretary of Statel IIHeYI Brodigall, how about 
your trotting next door to Paxton's and rush th' growler and bring back sonle 
sandwiches?" So into Paxton's the Secretary of State would gOI returning later 
with the food and drinkpG 

I liked that- real old time Nevadans. All fornler "nluckstickersll who stuck 
together and clinlbed by their own stamina and wits out of the rnuck and mire. 
They were proud of their state and ran it like gentlelllen to suit not only them­
selves, but their neighbors as well. 

Years ago "Colliers" magazine printed an article under the captionl I'WEST­
ERN EDITOR THROWS STATE'S COVERN'OR BODILY FROM HIS OFFICE." 
The article was authentic and the editor in question was George Montrose. The 
Governor was Governor Dickerson- a rea t he-nlanl partly Indian and one of 
the staunchest politicalleaders N'evada ever had.17 

It was a political argum,ent that started in Montrose's office. Before the finish, 
type cases, chairs, tables and what-not were turned topsy-turvy. 

I would have liked to have owned the motion picture rights to that fight 
but lTIovie calneras in those days were far and few between. It ended with 
I'Monty's" tossing the Governor out of the door and onto the sidewalk. Then 
IIMonty" cahnly 'went back into his office and resumed his duhes of turning out 
his daily sheet. An hour later the two contestants were seen together, arm-in­
arml going fr(H11 one bar to another, each praising the other's physical prowess. 
That's what I call real fellers! 

Then came the 27th Session of the Nevada Legislature. What fun! The wintry 
winds blew and the snow snew, all through the grand old state's 60 days of 
Dignity- and nights of Revelry. 

With the lllelting of the winter snows and the COIning of spring, I began get­
ting those itchy feet again. 1 had no definite plans in view, but one day a Blan 
caIne into the News office and announced himself as Murray Pennock, General 
Manager and Advance A,gent of the AI. G. Barnes Great Big Three-ring Wi1d 
Anirnal Circus. IIMonty," the editor to whonl all winter I had been telling about 
some of 11ly fornler circus experiences, canle over and shook hands with me 
and relnarked, 'IHere's where I lose a cartoonist!" And he did. 

On "circus dayll I was up bright and early with all of the Carson City kids to 
watch the train arrive and unload its rnany wonders. The first to get off the train 
was Eddie Woenecker, the bandlnaster. A half hour later I had signed my nall1.e 
to one of his contracts, as E-flat Clarinetist in the Ilbig top" concert band. 
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A ·19·15 ad for "Pinto's" book of cartoons. 
(Southern Oregon Historical Society) 
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NOTES 

lWillhlm Alley, "Jackson County Goes to the Pail~" Soutltenl Oregon Heritage 7bday (September 
2002), p. 11-12. 

2Undated clipping, SOHS MS-9, Colvig Manuscript Collection, Southern Oregon Historical 
Soci<::~ty Archivetl, Medford, Oregon. 

3Nevada Rockroller (27 June 1914t (H July 1914). 
4Nevada Rockroller (5 Augutlt ·'9·'4), (5 September ·' ~n4). 
5Nevada Rockroller (5 SeptE~lliber 1914). 
"Undated clipping, SOHS MS-9. 
7S0HS MS-9. GeorgE~ Montrose edited the Carson. City News from 1909 to 19·'5. 
ilCarsol1 City News (25 September 19·' 4). A copy of Cartoons and Caricatures (~fthe 27th Session can 

be found in SOHS MS·9, one of the two collectiontl of Colvig materia b preserved in the collectiontl 
of the Southern Oregon Historical Society. 

<.JTranticribed from the unp11blished manuscript with the permission of the Southern Oregon 
Historic81 SOciety. 

ltIThOInas Nast (1840-]902) is perhaps the best known of aU political cartoonists, famous for his 
cartoontl attacking the corruption of William "Boss" Tweed and New York's T(:lllimany Hajj. He is 
also crE~dited with popl..llarizing the donkey and elephant as syrnbols of the nation's major political 
parties. Although not as well remembered today as Nast; Homer Davenport (1867-1912) WilS also one 
of the leading editorial cartoonitlts of his time, gaining widespread fm11C for his cartoons attacking 
the growth of corporale trusts in general and Republican leader Mark llamla in particular. He js 
perhaps best known for hi s farnous drawing of Uncle Sam endorsing Theodore Roosevelt with the 
caption, 'TIe's good enough for me." 

liThe final jtltlt1e of the Nczmdu Rockmller appeared on September 16, ·'9·'4. 
12George Brodigan (d. 1938) was a Democrat who served as Nev(:ld(l's secretary of state during 

"]<)11-1923. He was born in Sonora, Californj(:l, and attended the University of Nevada. He W(:lS 
the business rnanager for the 7erritorial Enterprise and engaged in a number of other occupations 
before entl;:~ring politics, serving six yeartl as county auditor and recorder of ESJ1wralda County 
before being elected secretary of stale in Nev~Kia. The History (~l Nevada, Sam P. Davis, ed., (Reno 
and Los Angeles: Eln1's Ptlblishing Compat1Y, 1913), II, 1132-33. He later served as chief clerk for 
lhe Nevada Suprenw Court from 1934 l..111til his death in] 93R. 

13Ceorge A. Montrose (1875-1950) w as a native Nevadan. He worked for a number of years in 
mining and newspapers, atlsl..lming the editorship of the Bridgeport C/mmicle Union in 1901. FroJ.11 
1 ~09 to 19·'5 Montrose served as edilor of the (arson City News, and during that time took up the 
study of law. He W<.ltl adrnitted to the Nevada and California bars in 1914 (:lnd establislwd a law 
practice while sti II cd itor of the Carson City News. Upon leaVing the newspaper, Montrose continued 
to praclice l()w and served (:lS <'In assistant United States attorney under presidents Harding and 
Coolidge. Richard E. Lingenfelter and KarE~ll Rix Gash, The Newspapers of Nevada (Reno: UniverSity 
of NevClda Press, 1984), 44i Nevada: A Narrative of the Conquest (~la Frontier Laml, James G. Scrugham, 
ed., (Chicago: Americ~lT1 'listorical Sidety, 1935), p. 502-3; Nevada Stale Bar Journal, 16:1 (January 
195·' t 39-40. 

14The popularity of the Magnolia can be attributed in part to the fact that Rosenbrock "made a 
name for himself with the cold lunch he sets out for the patrons at his bar." Carson City Daily News 
(23 Septen1ber 1914), 1. ' 

1. Nevada's first world -championship boxing match took place in Carson City on March ·17, 
1897. A fter fourteen rounds (not the twenty-six that Colvig remembered), reigning champion James 
"CE~ntleman Jim" Corbett was defe(:ltcd by the challenger, Robert Fitzsim.J.11ons. 

l(";Paxton, the man who put the kick in cocktajls/' read Paxton's (:ldvcrtisementtl in the Carson 
Cihf News . 

17Denver Sylvester DickE~nson (1872-1925) was governor of Nevada during 1908-Hl. he incident 
recounted here obviously took place years before Colvig's arrival in Nevada. 

lHDenver Sylvester Djckenson (1872-1925) was lieuten(:lnt governor of Nev(:lda during 1907a OH, 
and became acting governor upon the death of Governor John Sparks. Dickenson later served as 
warden of the state prison. His son Harvey later served as attorney general (1955-59, ·'963-71). 
Another son, George, a longtime Las Vegas attorney, chaired the Nevada Caming Commission. 
The incident recotlnted here took place before Colvjg's arrival in Nevada. Making the incident all 
the more interesting is that Dickerson owned and edi ted the White Pine News in Ely before seeking 
statewide office, and his son Denver later edited and wrote for several Nevada newspapers. 



A Brief History of Water 
in the Reno-Sparks Area 

MALCOLM IAN MCCASKILL 

Nevada has had a colorful and diverse history: pioneers, gold rushes, far111-
ers, railroads, bandits, brothels, the Inafia, casinos, and even Indian wars. 
Today, Nevada is one of the nation's fastest-growing states, with huge housing 
deve]opnlents, a prosperous 111ining industry, and a thriving gaming industry. 
Northern Nevada is also growing as a West Coast distribution center for vari­
ous conlpanies. However, one factor has always played a major role within the 
Reno-Sparks area and will no doubt determine its future: water. 

Although it lnay be hard to believe now, approxinlatc1y a hundred years 
ago the Truckee Meadows area was largely a lllarsh with an abundant supply 
of water. he first people to 111ake use of this resource were the Native Ameri­
cans,who inherited spots along the Truckee River and Steamboat Creek, and 
set up tulc: traps to catch fish. Eventually, however, others joined the Native 
Alllericans. 

In the "1850s, H. H. Jalnison established one of the first white settlements along 
the Truckee, east of present-day Reno. Jamison traded with the emigrants. He 
traded healthy wagon tean1S for tired, thin ones cOIn.ing through the Forty Mile 
Desert. He then allowed the thin oxen and lllules to graze on the nearby Boynton 
Slough, Inaking a tidy profit by selling them to the next group of pioneers and 
settlers to come throu gh. 

Next, entrepreneurs like C. W. Fuller and Myron Lake built toll crossings for 
the 111any settlers and pioneers passing through Nevada. Nevada was a cross­
roads for the West. Before long, settlers began to divert water fronl the rivers 

Ma1colrn Ian McCaskill was born April J 6, "1987. At the age of 31 his falnily moved to 
Indonesia, where his parents worked as missionaries. He lived on the island of Bali for 
nine years, and at the age of "12 they n10ved to Penang, Malaysia, where he lived until 
his junior year of high school. Malcolm conlpleted his senior year at McQueen High 
School in Reno. He is currently a freshnlan at the University of Nevadat Renal studying 
international relations and econOlnics.Malco]J1l Ian McCaskill is the first student to win 
the Nevada Historical Society Docent Councirs scholarship since the inception of the 
progranl in 2003. The scholarship is available to high school students, with the primary 
requirenlent being the subnlission of an essay on SOlne aspect of Nevada history. Not 
only does the winning student receive $500, his or her essay is published in the Nevada 
Historical Suciety Quarterly. It is an honor for the Quarterly to publish Mr. McCaskill's 
whuling essay, 1/ A Brief History of Water in the Reno-Sparks Area." 
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to fan-ns and 1nil1s. One such 'was English Mill in the snlall town of Auburn, to 
the north of Sparks, whose canal brought water as far north as Spanish Spri.ngs. 
Numerous COlnnllHlities then dotted the valley. 

Then, in 1874, the Reno Water COlnpany installed the first water pipes and 
delivered to houles and businesses in the area that is now downtown Reno. 
Later, however, because the systenl lacked proper screens or filters, small fish 
filled the pipes and died. By the 1880s, the water was practically useless. Resi~ 
dents began to call the water Reno Chowder. 

At about the san1e tin1e that the water cOlnpany installed the first pipes, the 
hay industry began to develop as farn1ers sought to supply hay to the nlultjtude 
of temnstcrs who provided goods for nlining and other industries. But when 
the Virginia and Truckee Railroad llloved into the area and began providing 
supplies to the area, the need for tealTIsters was 1110Stly elinlinated. The valley 
was now beco111ing a n1ajor livestock center, particularly in beef cattle, but also 
in sheep and pigs. 

Farmers dug canals and chaIulels to supply their various farnls and grazing 
lands with water. These canals stretched fronl the Truckee River and Steamboat 
Creek to Sparks and Spanish Springs. There were often conflicts over who was 
entitled to how n1uch watel~ argun1ents that sometin1es resulted in gunfights. 
The growth in livestock was also joined by a growth in agriculture. Nevada's 
cheese, honey, and potatoes all won first place at various world's fairs in the 
1880s. Howevel~ these water inlprovenlents CalTIe with a price: the distri.bu­
tion of water throughout the valley increased the aInount of evaporation as it 
decreased the water table. 

The developlnent of agricu lture and cattle ranching had SOIne detriInental 
effects, particu larly in tenns of water, that would COIne back to haunt the Reno­
Sparks area. During the late nineteenth century, farn1ers cut down much of the 
forest and brush in the valley to make roonl for alfalfa fields and other crops. 
Lumber n1ills also cut down forests to provide the Inining industry with tin1ber. 
Snow caps no longer lasted through the SU111111er because the natural insulation 
had been cut down or burned off. 

While all this was taking place, industrial fishing began to take tons of fish 
alu1ually from the Truckee, resulting in the depletion of the Pyranlid Lake cut­
throat trout. Si111ttltaneously, the lake level dropped because of the nlany canals 
diverting water to the hay fields and various other crops. The trout stopped 
spawning and eventually died off. The trout that are currently in Pyranlid Lake 
are actually Lahontan cutthroat trout. 

Pyran1id Lake began to lose even nl0re water when farn1ers in the Fernley 
and Fallon area built additional canals as a result of the creation of the vast 
Newlands Irrigation Project. The ever increasing demand for water brought 
with it Inore conflict over water rights. 

Although many danls and reservoirs were built during the twentieth century,. 
prinlarily in the Carson and Sierra ranges; Inajor conflicts over water rights 
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erupted/ as supply could not nleet deluand. Pyranlid Lake continued to drop/ 
as did the water tablet and eventually the Boynton Slough silnply disappeared. 
Springs and geysers in the Steamboat area also stopped flowing. The Pyralnid 
Lake Paiute Tribe, in particular, was distressed over the dropping water levels. 
They were worried that the cutthroat and cui-ui would not be able to survive 
in the dinlinishing lake and the Truckee River. 

Eventually these conflicts rcsulted in lawsuits and court cases. The state 
legislature and the United States Congrcss also began to address these issues. 
The Paiute were given the Stan1pede Reservoir and other watershed runoff in 
the Sierra to supply the Truckee River and Pyralnid Lake whenever the need 
arose. Congressional legislation divided water righ ts between California and 
Nevada, and set up a program to re-establish the cui-ui and cutthroat trout in 
Pyralnid Lake. 

Despitc these advances, howevel~ the battle over water rights is not over. 
According to the Reno Gazette Journal, in 1981 approximately 130,000 acre-feet 
of water rights ff(.nn the Truckee existed. Most of these were privately or cor­
porately owned. "One single-fan1ily hon1C uses between a half acre-foot and 
an acre-foot per year," says an article in the Gazette-Journal. With the explosion 
in population and developruent that Nevada has experienced/ water rights are 
again a nl.ajor issue. How will the Reno-Sparks area address this rising demand 
for water? Once again/ water will determine the future of Nevada. 
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Notes and Documents 

New Acquisitions at the Nevada Historical Society 

NEVADA HISTORICAL SOCIETY STAFF 

LIBRARY 

It hatj been a busy and productive time for the Nevada Historical Society's 
library. A 2004 Library Services and Training Act Cataloging Grant Project ended 
June 30, 2005. It was a very successful endeavor with nluch accolllplished. 
Since the project's inception in August 2004, Richard Kelly, an experienced 
catalogel~ has been cataloging nlaterials that have been hidden away and 
unused on shelves at the Historical Society. Richard has put fifteen hundred 
individual itelns- nlany one-of-a-kind- into the online catalog CLAN (Co­
operative Libraries AutOlllated Network). As Richard works on each itenl he 
also evaluates it for its conservation and preservation needs. Itenls needing 
conservation meatjuretj have been placed in acid-free envelope storage bind­
ers. This procedure greatly increases the lifetirne of the HeIns and entjures their 
existence for use by future generations. 

Beginning in January 2005, Richard has been working exclusively on catalog­
ing items from the pamphlet collection, one of the most unique collectiontj of 
Nevada-related lllaterials housed at the Nevada Hitjtorica1 Society. The collec­
tion contains material about lllining, Native Alnericans, railroadtj, Nevada politi­
cians, and agricultural issues, to name just a few. The mining material inc1udetj 
mining company annual reports and prospectuses. They contain photographs, 
stockholders' reports, graphs, and maps, and they provide useful information 
to researchers. All of these ltetns, lnany of them rare and existing nowhere 
else, are now in the CLAN catalog. T will end with exciting news- funds have 
been donated to the Historical Society to continue thitj cataloging project for 
another full year, 111aking it possible for even more of the Society's collection 
to be searchable online. 

Michael Maher 
Research Librarian 
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Richard Kelly, cataloger. (Nevada Historical Society) 

M A NUSCRTPTS 

Recent addj tions to the Nevada Historical Society's lllanuscript holdings 
have included significant 111aterials from the nineteenth and twentieth cenhl­
ries. Arnong these are records of Marlette and Folsorn, 1882~1890, an inlportant 
logging firnl that conducted operations in the Lake Tahoe Basin; records of 
the Sierra Watercolor Society, 1989-2004; persona] papers of the Moore-Griggs 
family of early Goldfield, and later Sparks; a group of financial and operational 
records froDl the Tonopah-Goldfield Meat Company, 1918-1921; correspondence 
of Nevada Governor Roswell K. Colcord while he was superintendent for the 
Consolidated Esmeralda, Linli ted, nlining cOlnpany in Aurora during the 1880s 
and early 1890s; and an extensive collection of personal papers and photographs 
£rOUl the Roberts-Hale family, which includes letters and other documents of 
Janles D. and Thurnlan Roberts, pronlinent early residents of Washoe Valley 
and Carson City (donated by King McPherson of Nevada City, California). 

Other itnportant manuscript acquisitions include an inlpressive collection 
of rnilitary certificates and appointment papers of Reno namesake and Civil 
War General Jesse L. Reno (on indefinite loan fro In the City of Reno); records 
of Carson City's Capital Comlnunity Concert Association (donated by Dorotha 
Schneider); personal papers of Rodney F. Stock, many of which deal with his 
long career in law enforcelnent; personal correspondence and papers of Reno 
lawyer and public official Russell W. McDonald, which constitute an addition 
to the large collection of McDonald's historical research files and writings 
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previously deposited with the Society; records of the Reno Press and Virginia 
Club, 1979-1988 (donated by Chuck Bratton); personal papers, photographs, 
and fihl1S of George J. Vucanovich, Inost relating to the gaIning industry and 
his decades-long involvenlent with the Reno National Championship Air Races 
(donated by Barbara Vucanovich); and the business and personal papers of 
·William R. Black, who was a Nevada Civilian Conservation Corps camp super­
visor in the 1930s, and later owned and operated the pioneering Nevada Fire 
Extinguisher Service in Reno (donated by Robert and Barbara Harnlon). 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Eric Moody 
Curator of Marluscripts 

In recent lTIonths, the Nevada Historical Society has acquired a number of 
in1portant photographs nwde possible through the generosity of our librar­
ian-elneritus Lee Mortensen, who established a trust fund to allow the Society 
to purchase new collections. These include a series of rare photographs of 
nineteenth-century Eureka. One, a bird's eye view of the town in the 1880s, 
is our only original example of this genre by Louis Monaco, Eureka's leading 
photographer of the day. Additional Monaco works show the interior work­
ings of a silver refinery during Eureka's heyday. These views are essential for 
illustrating Nevada's mining history because methods for extracting silver fronl 
the deeper sulfide ores were first perfected at Eureka. Other tnajor purchases 
fron1 this fund include exceptionally sharp original carte-de-visite and stereo 
views of Gold Hill and Virginia Ci ty in the 1870s and 1880s. 

Many of the Society's photographic holdings corne fronl individuals who 
generously bring in fan1ily photographs or privately purchased collections to 
be copied. More than a thousand such copy photographs have been added in 
the last year alone. These range fron1. rare views of early 111ining canlps and Na­
tive Anlerlcan encalnpnlents to dude ranches and the divorce trade. The most 
important single such donation in recent months comprises several hundred 
images documenting the operation and final demise of the Eureka-Nevada 
RailwaYt which ran between Eureka and Palisade during the early twentieth 
century. Neal Cobb; who previously donated much of his family's Modern 
Photo collection/ continues to collect photographs that he allows the Society to 
copy. Dave Stafford has similarly made available for copying his personal col­
lection of rare real photo postcards of Reno. These include views of stores and 
parades on Center Street in the days before Virginia Street became the dominant 
thorough fare. Postcard views of such sc1donl-photographed streets as Second 
and Fourth are also alnong the~e new addition~. 

Lee Brumbaugh 
Curator of Photography 
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A Louis Monaco iInage of miners in Eureka, Nevada. (Nevada Historical Society) 

MUSEUM 

In recent Inonths/ the Nevada Historical Society has acquired a nutnber of 
illlportant artifacts through generous donations. Without funds to purchase 
artifacts, the Historical Society must rely on the generosity of the public. Ob­
h~ining artifacts frOln historic Nevada farnilies is a crucial part of the Society's 
collecting rnission. These itenlS represent in"1portant aspects of Nevada/s his­
tory that might be lost to future generations. The King McPherson donation is 
an outstanding saJnpling fr0111 the Roberts- Hale farnily. Jalnes Doane Roberts 
C~Hlle West in the 1850s and settled in Old Washoe CitYt where in partnership 
with the Corbett brothers, he worked in the saloon business. By 1875, Roberts 
and his wife lnoved their fanlily and their Gothic Revival hallIe to Carson City. 
The Roberts House is currently operated as a house 11luseUlll. Calvin Hale 
was the founder of the Hale and Norcross mine in Virginia City as well as a 
direct descendent of Alllerican patriot Nathan Hale. James Roberts's grand­
son Thurn'lan and his wife/ Hattie Hale Roberts, gave these family treasures to 
King McPherson's fathel~ a close friend before he passed away. This donation 
includes a sole-leather trunk that was Llsed by Janles D. Roberts while crossing 
the Plains/ SOllle faln.ily household items/ and a basket collection comprising 
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Baskets from the Roberts-Hale donation. (Nevada Historical Socieh;) 

Roulette wheel from the Fitzgera1d Casino hoard. (Nevada 
Historical Society) 

389 
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eighteen sma]] baskets of Paiute, Washoe and Northern California origin that 
were collected before 1900. 

The Society struck jt rich this summer with casino and gaIning Inemorabilia. 
Until three months ago, the museum did not have a roulette wheel in its collec­
tion and today it has two. The first donation is referred to as the Fitzgerald's 
Hoard. The Hoard was acquired by Ronald J. Gillio, a coin collector who pur­
chased the contents of a 6,000-square-foot warehouse. Mr. Gillio's donation 
includes an unused "00" roulette wheel m.ade in Paris, new table felts, a silver 
dollar coun.ting machine, one 1878 Carson City Morgan Dollar, $1 tokens from 
the Nevada Club and other Nevada casinos, as well as trays, casino chips, key 
rings, and other meITIorabilia from the Nevada Club, Fitzgerald's, and the Ne­
vada Lodge. In addition to architectural plans of Fitzgerald's casino, there is a 
1960s architectural rendering of the Shamrock casino, which was never built. 

The second donation canle from the Nevada State Gaming Control Board. 
One of the artifacts is a rare dice cheating kit, which will be put on display in the 
m.useum in 2006. The kit dates back to the Inid-1950s, and includes dies, levels, 
shavers, drills, completed logos, type face, foils, unmarked and cOlnpleted dice 
in carrying cases. Most of the logos are frOlJl casinos in Nevada but there are 
also exalnples from the VFW, Elks and several East Coast casinos. This kit is 
an excellent example of our ganling heritage that dem.onstrates how cheaters 
learned to work the system. In addition, the Gaming Control Board donated 
two slot machines, a roulette table top, and a ilO" roulette wheel tnade by Reno 
resident Paul Tramble. 

Sherlyn Hayes-Zorn 
Registrar 
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Mary K. Rusco 
1927 - 2005 

MARY K. Rusco 

Former Nevada State Museum archaeologist, Mary K. Rusco, age 77, passed 
away on May 23, 2005 in Reno. She was lllarried to the late Elnler R. Rusco, 
University of Nevada, Reno, political science professor (emeritus) and noted 
Nevada civil rights activist and historian, who died in July 2004. Mary earned 
her bachelor of arts degree in anthropology frOln the University of Kansas, 
and a nlaster of arts degree in anthropology from the University of Nebraska, 
and she completed coursework toward her Ph.D. in anthropology from the 
University of California, Davis. Mary left her studies at Davis to work as an 
ethnographer in southern Nevada and eastern California with Dr. Catherine 
S. Fowler of UNR's anthropology departrnent. 

Mary began working in Nevada in 1967 when she assumed the role of re­
cords lllanager for the Nevada Archaeological Survey. She later directed the 
Nevada Archaeological Survey at the museuni between 1974 and 1983. Under 
Mary's direction, the museum cOJnpleted a number of significant historical and 
prehistoric archaeological projects throughout the state. 

Particularly notable was Mary's work on the Lovelock Chinatown Site in the 
lllid 1970s. Although best known by many as the project where a Ilpot of gold" 
was discovered, this renlarkable site yielded a wealth of inlportant historical 
and archaeological infornlation on Lovelock's Chinese con111luluty fron1 the 
"1880s to the 1930s. The Lovelock project was an early historical archaeological 
investigation on overseas Chinese, and the first of its kind in Nevada. Mary 
continued her research on the Nevada Chinese, and she and Ebner worked with 
Dr. Sue Fawn Chung, of UNLV's history departnlent, in these later studies. 

Mary was co-principal investigator, with the late Dr. Jonathan O. Davis of the 
Desert Research Institute on investigations at Rye Patch Reservoir. Their inves­
tigations provided glimpses into Nevada's Ice Age and the ensuing nlillennia. 
Broken and worn nlamlll0th, horse, and camel bones, and Great Basin Clovis 
and stemmed points held pn)lnise of a Paleolndian extinct fauna association. 
Careful excavations, field observations, and analyses, howevel~ convinced most 
observers that the contemporaneity of ancient hUlllans and extinct Inegafauna 
was not revealed by these sites. 

Mary made lllany other significant contributions to Nevada's archaeological 
studies. She directed or co-directed work at Tosawihi Quarry, Carlin bypass, 
Treaty Hill, and Fort Churchill. Alnong her ethnographic contributions was 
her role with Professor Fowler in assisting the Timbisha Shoshone with their 
successful recovery of tribal lands within Death Valley National Monulnent in 
2000. She was an active researcher until shortly before her death. In 2004, Mary 
was the first recipient of the Nevada Archaeological Association's Lifetime 
Achievenlent Award. 
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On a personal note, Mary was very kind and generous. She loved field­
work, and she provided ll1any aspiring archaeologists with opportunities to 
undertake positions of responsibility in the field, labt and office. Her closely 

knit mUSeUlTI crew kept Mary organizedt and she relied on them heavily. Many 
professional archaeologists worked under Maryts supervision when they 
were high school or university students.l am forhlnate to count Inyself alTIOng 
M,a ry' s "students." 

Eugene M. Hattori 
Nevada State Museum 
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Billinghurst, B.D., 22 
Binion, BelUlY, 265, 27H 
B'nai B'rith, 272 
Bond, EnlstttS, 182 
book reviews, 53-68, "139- 59, 237-50, 329-39 
"Bookkeeper in a Gambling Joint: Charles 

Hirsch and the Early Professionals of the 
Casino Indut>try," by David G. Schwartz, 
215-22 

Booth, W"I., 4H 
Boulder City, Nevada, 260 
Boulder City Ne'ws, 269 
Boulder Dam, 285, 306 
Bowers Mansion (Washoe Valley, Nevada), 52 
Boyd, Sam, 265 
Branch, Emory, 127 
Breathed, Michael J., review by, 62- 64 
Breyer, Stephen, "106 
Brill, Steve, Th"e Teamsters, 277 
Brinson, Emily, 199-200 
Broadbent, Robert, 269 
Brinson, Emily, 199-200 
Brooks, Hattie, 115 
Brown, Bob, 269 
Brown, Edna, '1"15 
Brown, Joe W., 262 
Brumbaugh, Lee P., "One Hundred Years of 

Collecting: The Photography Collections," 
45-4H 

Bryan, William Jennings, 63 

Bryant, Keith L., Jr., Culture in the American 
Southwest: The Earth, the Sky, the People, 
review of, 57-60 

Buckley, Jay H., review by, 243-45 
Bullfrog Mining District, 3, 40-46 
Bunkel~ Berkeley, 315 
Bunh~r, Richard, 278 
Burford, Robert, 82 

Caesars Palace (Las Vegat», as defendant under 
the 1971 Consent DeCl;ee, 291 

Cahlan, A. F.., 269, 3"16; as editOl~ Las Vegas Eve-
ning Review-Journal, 311 

Cahlan, John E, 267, 285 
Caifano, Marshal, 278 
California: agdcultural practices in specialty 

cropt>, "154-55; ballot-initiati ve process in, 
140; Jewish community in San Prancisco 
(1850s), 168-76, 182; minorities, growing 
popUlation, 140; Monterey Bay bit>-
tory, 237-38; Proposition 13 "tax revolt" of 
1978,"139-40; southern Nevnda ties, 139-40i 
World War II boom, 305 

California Building, idlewild Park (Reno), 24 
California Desert Protection Act, 103 
"Camp~lign Finance Reform in the Silver Era: A 

P1..1zzle," by Elmer R. Ru sco, mention, 225 
Campbell, Ben Nighthorse, 86, 88 
Candelaria, Nevadn, 5"1 
CalUl, Elliott, "130- 31 
Caml, Eslie, 46 
Caml, William, 46 
capital punishment, 1865 state law, 184 
Capone, AI, 277 
Carnegie, Andrew, 17- 22, 32 
Carnegie Library building (Reno), 15-32 
Carson City Civic Aud itorium, 27 
Carson City Daily Morning Post, 1Hl 
Carson City, 21, 179, 182, 206 
Carson River (Nevada), 225 
Cartel~ President Jimmy, 267 
Casino, by Nicholas Pileggi, mention, 278 
casinos, Nevada, 215-22, 329-39 
Casper, Scott E., Moving Stories: Migration and 

the American West, 18S0-2000, review of, 
14]-43 

Cast()ways (Las Vegas), as defendant under the 
"1971 Consent Decree, 291 

Catholic Church, in Las Vegas Valley, 271 
Cattle industry, opposes increase of grazing fe(;~s 

on public rangehmds (19H7-2000), 77- 107 
cemeteries, Cedar Hill Jewish cemetery, Virginia 

City, ~171 

Cent(;~nnial Coliseum (Reno), 30-31 
Chamber of Conulwfce (Las Vegas), 262 
Chinese: anti-Chinese movement, nineteenth 

centurYI 206, 209-10; in Las Veg()s, 272; seg­
reg()tion in Las Vegas cat>inos, 285; women's 
immigration history, 149-50 

"The Chinese Mat>sacre of 1866," by Elmer R. 
Rusco, mention, 224 



Church Fine Arts building (University of Ne-
vada, Reno), 30- 31 

Church, James E., "126 
Church, John, ") 77- 7H, 184- 85 
churches, Nevada: Christ Church Episcopal in 

Las Vegas, 219; Episcopal church in Eureka 
(lH74), 199; Presbyterian church in Eureka 
(1876), 199 

Churchill County Museum and Archives (Fal­
lon, Nevada), 52 

Circus Circus (Las Vegas), as defendant under 
the 1971 Consent Decree, 291 

Citizen Alert, 44 
Citizen Hughes, by Michael Or05nin, 277 
Citizens' Committee for Ditch Protection, 132 
Civil Aeronautics Authority, 315 
Civil Aeronautics Board, 306 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, 291 
civil rights: African Americans and civil rights 

legislation (1866-75t 201- 10; civil rights 
leaders, 288 

"The Civil Rights Movement in Hawthorne," 
by Elmer R. Rusco, mention, 224 

"The Civil Rights Movement in Nevada/' by 
Elmer R. Rusco, mention, 224 

civil rights, Nevada: civil rights movement in 
Hawthorne, 224; development of, 224-25; in 
Las Vegas, 255, 283-99; legislation, 285-86 

Civil Wal~ 50, 146-47; and slavery, 195- 210; 
Unjonists and, 167- 86; War of the lZebellion, 
the Official Records of the Union and Confeder­
ate Armies, mention, 40 

Clagett, William, :I 83 
Claiborne, Harry, 278 
CLAN. See Cooperative Libraries Automated 

Network 
Clark County Central Labor CoundJ, 3·14-15 
Clark County Commissioners, 265 
Clark County Defense Council, 314 
Clark County Flood Control District 268 
ChHk Cotmty School District, 268- 69 
Clark, Ramsey, 278 
Clark, Senator William Andrews, 255 
Clay, Jacqueline L., "One Hundred Years of 

Collecting: The Museum Collections," 49- 52 
Clayton Junior High School (Reno), 3"1 
Clemens, Samuel L. [pseud . Mark Twain], 39; 

as reporter for Territorial Enterprise at 1864 
legislature, 179, 180 

Clinton, President William J., administration's 
public rangeland policy, 93-106 

Cochran Ditch (Washoe County), 114- 119, 
130-131 

Coffin, Bob, 260, 2TI 
Cohen, I3urton, president of Thunderbird 

Casino, 292 
Cohn, Abe, 49- 50 
Cold War, 151-53; and growth of southern 

Nevada, 303-27 
Cole, Nat King, 274 
Collins, John A., 182-85 
Colorado River Compact, 261 
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Colorado Springs, Colorado, 3"13 
Columbia River, Native Americans living on, 

239-43 
COMDEX Computer Show, 262 
Conlmission on Equal Rights of Citizens, 286, 

287,292-93 
Corllstock Lode, 39- 50; Jews on, 167-75 
Consent Decree of 19TI, in Las Vegas, 284-85, 

291- 99 
Coombs, F. Alan, review by, 15·1-53 
Cooper, Marc, The Last Honest Pla.ce in America: 

Paradise and Perdition in the New Las Vegas, 
333-34 

Cooperative Libraries Automated Network 
(CLAN), 40, 44 

Corps of Discovery, 67, 143-45 
Cragjn, E.W., Las Vegas maytn~ 264,317 
Crane, Stephen, 142 
Craps games, El Morocco Club, Las Vegas, 290 
Crockwell, James Ho, 46 
Culinary Union, in Las Vegas, 273 
Culjnary Workers Union, Local 226, 273; as 
defendant under the 1971 Consent Decree, 291 
Cultivating California Growers: Specialty Crops, 

and Labor, 1875-1920, by David Vaught, 
review of, 154-55 

Culture in the American Southwest: The Earth, the 
Sky, the People, by Keith L Bryant, jro, review 
of,57-60 

Curtis, John M., 20 
Curtis, Roy, 46 

Daily Alta California, 169 
Da.litz, Moe, 272, 277 
Dandridge, Dorothy, 273,275 
Darden, Ceorge (Buddy), 83,87 
Dat-so-la-lee, baskets by, 7, 10,49- 50 
Davies, Rkhard, The Maverick Spirit, mention 

269 
Davis, Mike, The Grit Beneath the Glitter: Tales 

frorn the Real Las Vegas, 338-39 
Davis, Sammy,Jro, 274 
Davis, Sam Po, The History of Nevada, mention, 

23 
Dawes Act of 1887, 241 
Day, Alan, 89- 90, 93, ·106 
Day, Ned, 278 
DeLongchamps, Frederick L architecture by! in 

Reno, 11, 24-33 
DeLongchamps, O'Brien, and Wells, 31 
Demaris, Ovid: The Green Felt Jungle, mention 

277; The Last Mafioso, mention 277 
Democratic Party: in Las Vegas, 3·12; position on 

slavery and racial discrimination, 204- 10 
Denson, Andrew, review by, 64-66 
Denson, Samuet J 79- HO, 181 
Depot Hotel (Elko, Nevada), 50-51 
desegregation, in Las Vegas (1950s-·1960s), 

284--R9 
Desert 11m (Las Vegas), 275; as defendant under 

1971 Consent Decree, 291 
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Desert Research Institute (University of Ne-
vada, Reno), 11,33 

Detter, CaroOna, 198-99 
Detter, Robert, ·199 
Detter, Thomas: "My Trip to Baltimore/' men­

tion, 194; Nellie Brown, 01' The Jealous WUi', 
with other Sketches, mention, 193; as Nevada 
writer and h1..1nlan righttj advocate, 193-210; 
"The Octoroon Slave of Cuba," mentiOll, 94 

DeVoto, Bernard, 145 
DeWitt, GenE~n)1 John L., 314 
Dickerson, Denver, 5 
Diederich, Harvey, 262 
Ditch Day Picnic, (Reno, 1955, 128-30, "1:13 
ditches and canals. See irrigation ditches 
divorce, literary tn:~atment of, nineteenth 

century, 193 
"Dollars, Defense, and the Desert: Southern 

Nevada's Military Economy and World War 
II/, by Robert V. Nickel, 303-27 

Domenici, Pete, 98, 100- 101, 106 
Doten, Alfred, 173, 174 
Dow Chemical Company, 311 
Drosnin, Michael, Citizen Hughes, mention 277 
Dukes, Harry, 120 
Dunes Hotel and Casino (Las Vegas), as 

defendant under 1971 Consent Decree, 291; 
implosion o( 276 

Earl, Phillip 1., This Was Nevada, 39 
Eastern Europeans, in Las Vegatj, 261 
Eastern Shoshones: Wind River Reservation, 

Wyoming, 24~5. See also Shoshones 
Eckman, Julius, ·168-70 
Edgerton, Germeshausen, and Grier (ECG), 322 
Edmondtjon, Drew, 91-93 
c<.iucatioll, NE~vada: in Latj Vegas Valley, 268; 

non-whites barred from public schoob until 
1872,195,205-6,209 

Edwards, Jerome E., 315 
Einhorn, David, 168, 172 
Eisenhower, President Dwight D., 319 
El Cortez Hotel and Casino (Las Vegatj), 275 
El Morocco Club (Las Vegas), 290 
The Elevator, 194,202,208 
ELko Independent, 202, 204 
Elko, Nevada, 48, 208; African-American barber 

shop nnd bath rooms in (1869-71), 197-99, 
202, 197; as transportation and mining 
centel~ nineteenth century, 193-202 

Elliott, Gary, 267 
Elliott, Russell, 46, 306, 312 
Ely, Nevada, 46-48 
Emigrant Trail, 51 
employment policies, in Las Vegas, 283- 99 
Empty Nets; Indians, Darns, and the Columbia 

River, by Roberta Ulrich, review of, 239-43 
English, Don, 262 
Englitjh Mill Ditch Company, 119-20, 127- 28 
Eng.lish Mill Ditch (Watjhoe County), 114, 

119- 20, "127- 3·1 

entertainment, in Las Vegas, 273 
Entratter, Jnck, 274 
environment: exploitation of natural retjourcetj 

on public lands and national parks, 88-107; 
livestock overgrazing and soil deterioration 
in arid lands, 79-103; Los Angeles River, 
degradation and restoration, 61-62; public 
rangeland reform batjed on J110dern ecologi­
cal concepts, 79-107; riparian areas, 80, 82 

Epstein, Henry, 176 
Equal Employment Opportunity Comnlitjtjion, 

293-296 
equal employment opportunity, Las Vegas Con-

tjent Decree of 1971, 284-85 
Ernst, Edna, 47 
Erskine, Graham, 26-27, 33 
Esmeralda County, Nevada, 46 
Etjtaville, Lawrence E., Homelands: A Geography 

(~l Culture and Place across America, review 
of,57- 60 

etlmic groups: in Las Vegas, 272- 73; history of 
in Nevada (1861-1943),224-25 

Eureka Benevolent Society, 170- 71 
Eureka, Nevada: African~A11ierican barber 

shop and bath rooms in ("1871 -83), 197- 99, 
197; African Americans barred from public 
schools in, 205 

Episcopal church iT'll 199; atj mining town in 
nineteenth century, 48, ·198-202, 203, front 
coverl no. 3; Presbyterian church in, ·199; 
school built in, 26 

Eureka Sentinel, ·197, 199 
Evans Park (Reno), 28~29, 33 
Evertj, Larry, Native American Oral Traditions: 

Collaboration and Interpretation, review of, 
55-57 

Excalib1..lt Hotel and Casino (Las Vegas), 275 
Exploring Ancient Native America: An Archaeolog­

ical Guide, by David Hurst Thomas, review 
of,245-46 

Fahrenkopf, Frank, 278 
Fair Market Grazing for Public Rangelandtj Act 

of 1991, 85-86 
Fnllon, Nevada, 48 
A Fateful Time: The Background and Legislative 

History of the Indian Reorganization Act, by 
Elmer R Rusco, mention, 225 

Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas, by Hunter 
Thomptjon, mention 255 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, in Las Vegas, 
261 

Federal Express, in Las Vegas, 265 
Federal Grazing Program: All Is Not WelL on the 

Range (congressional report, ·1 986t mention, 
80-81 

Federal Housing Authority (in Las Vegas), 260, 
261 

Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
·1976,79 

Federated Women's Clubs, 129-30 



Fernley, Nevada, 48 
Ferris, George A., 24, 26-27 
Ferris, Lehman, 24, 26- 27 
Filipinos, in Las Vegas, 272 
Fine, Mark, 272 
fire services, in Las Vegas Valley, 267- 6H 
The First J 00, by the Las Vegas Review-Journal, 

mention 269 
First N~tioml113ank buildings (Nevada), 27 
Flamingo Hotel and Casino (Las Vegas), as 

defendanl under 1971 Consent Decree, 29'1 
Flanagan, Carol, 131 
Flanagan, Gregory, '13'1 
Flanagan, James, 131 
Fleischmann Atmospherium-Planetarium (Uni-

versity of Nevada, Reno), 11, 13,30,33 
Fleischmmm Foundation, 30, 33 
Fletcher, W,M" 20-2'1 
Foley, John Miles, 55 
Foley, Roger D., 261, 271, 286, 297 
Foley, Roger T., 261, 271 
"Formation of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal 

Council, 1934-1936," by Elmer R. Rusco, 
mention, 224 

"Form~tion of the Reno-Sparks Tribal Council, 
1934-1939,11 by Elmer R. Rusco, mention, 224 

Fort Churchill Museum (Churchill County), 52 
Forty Mile Desert, 51 
Fostel~ Frances SDlith, '193 
Foucault, Michel, 275 
Fourth Ward School (Virginia City), 183 
Fowler, E.K., 23 ' 
fraternal orders, benevolent societies, in Vir­

ginia City, (1H60s), 171-75, 181, 185 
FrattiatUlo, Jimmy "the Weasel," 277 
Freemasons, dedication of cornerstone for 'Reno 

Free Carnegie Library, 2'1 
Fremont, John c., Report of the Exploring Expedi­

tion to the Rocky Mountains in the Year '[842, 
mention, 40 

Friedman, Bi ", 275 
Frontier Hotel (Las Vegas), 296; as defendant 

under 1971 Consen-t Decree, 291 
Fulton, Robert, 22 
Fun and Gaming, 44 

Gallagher, Charles, 47 
Gaming Control Board, 288 
gaming, Nevada: casino industry l.1Tlder corpo­
, rate control, 2'l5-222i professional manage-

ment in early casinos, 215-22; white men 
dominant as dealers, in Las Vegas, 289 

Gaughan, Jackie, 265 
Gault, Charles, 121 
Geiel~ MaXI reviews by, 239-43 
George A, Ferris and Son, 24 
George, Lloyd, 261 
German Union Club (Verein), 173 
Giancanal Sam, 278 
Gi1lespic, William M., IHO 
Glendale Ditch (Washoe County), 114 

Glytm, Nanette, 115 
Gnesa, J oIm, 119 
Gold Hill Daily News, 17&-81, 184, 187 
Gold Hill, Nevada, 182 
Golden Hotel (Reno), 129 
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Golden Nugget Ca~ino (Las Vegas), 217, 275 
Goldfield Mining District, 40-48 
Goldfield, Nevada, 45 
Good Time COI'I'zing? Black Nevadans in the Nine­

teenth Century, by Elmer R. Rusco, mention, 
194,224 

Goodman, Joseph T., J77, '18'1 
Goodman, Oscm~ 27'C 277 
Goodwin, Joanne, 272 
Gorman, Bishop, 271 
Governor's Mansion (Carson City), 26 
Gragson, Oran, 269 
Granada Theater (Reno), 'l29 
Grant, Ulysses, 206- 7 
Creat Basin, 13 
Greeks, in Las Vegas, 272 
Greeley, Horace, 206~7 
Green and Orr, architects, 20 
The Green Felt Junsle, by Ed Reid and Ovid 

Delllarjs, mention 277 
Green, Frank, 44 
Green, Michael, "The Las Vegas Gmtennial 

Issue: Introduction", 255-57 
Green ValleYI Nevada, 260 
Greenspun, Hank, 267, 269, 272 
Creyhound Bus Lines, 129 
Crice, H.F., 202 
Griffith, R. E., 314, 317 
The Grit beneath the Glitter: Tales fronl the Real 

Las Vegas, by Hal Rothman and Mike Davis, 
review of, 338-39 

A Guide to the Manuscript Collections at the Neva­
da Historical Society, mention 43 

Gulling, Amy, 134 
Gumprechtl Blake, The Los Angeles River: Its 

LiP~, Death, and jJossible Rebirth, review of, 
61-62 

Hacienda Airlines, 263 
Hacienda Hotel and Casino (Las Vegas): as 

defendant under 197'1 Consent Decree, 291; 
implosion of, 276 

Hahnlen, Jake, 176 
Haines, Edna, 119 
Hall, Greg, review by, 141-43 
Hannegan, Steve, 262 
Harmon, Alexandra, review by, 53-55 
Harmon, Mella Rothwelt "Presl::,rving Our 

Cultural Heritage/' '15-36 
Harms, Brigadier (,eneral H. W., 314 
Harolds Club (Reno), casino tower, 27 
Harrah's Hotel and Casino (Las Vegas), 265 
Harris, Len, 128-31 
Hawthorne, Nevada, 4H; African Americans 

and civil rights movement in, 224 
Hayes-Zorn, Sherlyn, "One Hundred Years of 

Collecting: The Museum Collections," 49-52 



400 

The Hebrew, (Sun Francisco) l71-75, 181-82, ] 85 
Hebrew Self-Protecting Association (Virginia 

City), 171, 175 
Hellman, Raym(md l 11, 33 
Henderson, Charlesl 3"151 324 
Henderson Home News, 269 
Hendersonl Nevadal 260-61, 2681 308 
Henricksen, Patll, Tl5 
IIenry M. Jackson: A Life in Politics, by Robert G. 

Kaufman, review of, 151- 53 
Heroes Memorial Building (Carson, City), 26 
Hessl Alan, 275 
Heward, Harlan, 1] 9- 20, 126 
Hewlett-Packard Corporation, 86, 105 
Hewlett, William, 105 
Hickson, Howard, 11- 12 
Hidd E~n Cave (Nevada), arch<.)eological excava-

tions of, 246 
Higgins, L. James, Jr., 43 
Highland Ditch (W(."Ishoe CCH..111tyt :ll4 
f I ill, Ruth, 133 
Hillyer, Katherine, Las Vegas: PlaytO'lun, USA, 

mention/ 219 
Hilton, Baron, 27R 
Hilton Hotel (Las Vegas), 266 
Hirsch, Charles J., 215- 22, 216 
historic preservationl in Las Vegas, 276 
The History of Nevada, by S41m P. Davisl men-

tion, 23 
Hoen, E.M., 20 
Hoffa, Jimmy, 277 
Hoggard, Mabel, 273 
Holiday Inn Hotel (Las Vegas), 266 
Holt, A.E., "Photo Album of the Bullfrog 

District," 46 
Home Lurnber Cornpany, 129 
HOlnelands: A Geography of Culture and Place 

across Arnerica, edited by Richard L. Nos­
trand and Lawrence E. Estaville, review of, 
57-60 

Hoover Dam, 260-61 
Horne, Lena, 273 
Horsey, Charles Leel -126 
hospitality industry, in Las Vegas, 266 
housing, at Nellis Air Force Base, 320 
Houssels U. Kell) House (Las Vegas), 277 
Howard Hughes Company, 267 
Howard, Virginia, 173 
Hughes, Howard, 217 
Humboldt County, Nevadal 2"10 
Humholdt Register, 210 
"Husky Haven" (Reno), 31 
Hyatt Hotel (Las Vegas), 266 

Idlewild Park (Reno), 24, 114 
immigrants, in southern Nevada, 261 
Impel:ial Valley, California, 261 
Indian Reorganization Act (:I 934), background 

and legislative history, 225 
Indian Springs, Nevada, facilities at, 307 
ingot foundry, at Basic Magnesium, Inc., 310 

"In Memorium: Elmer Ritter Rusco/ 1928-2004/' 
by Eric Moody, 224-25 

Internal Revemle SetviCl;\ in Las Vegas, 261 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 

Employees and Moving Picture Machine 
Operators, Local 720/ (."IS defendant under 
1971 Consent Decree, 291 

International Hotel and Casino (Las Vegas), as 
defendant und_er 1971 Consent Decrec, 29-1 

International Hotel (Virginia City), 50 
International Order of B' nai B'rith: King 

Solomon Lodge No. 64 (Virginia City), 171, 
185; Nevada Lodge No. 52 (Virginia Cityl 
Nevada)1 -17"1-75/ 181/ 185 

Intertribal Council of Nevada, 44 
irrigation ditches: child drownings in, 

campaign to prevent, 113- 34; in Truckee 
Meadows, 40/ 113- 34, 114, 116/ 122-24,132, 
front cover, no. 2 

Italian Americans, in Las Vegas 272, 287 
Iz.enOl..ll~ Stevenl 275 

Jacksonl Deborah Davis, Our Elders Lived It: 
American Indian Identity in the City, review 
of, 239-43 

Jackson, Henry M., biography of, 151-53 
Jarbidge/ Nevada, 48 
Jaschkel Karenl 275 
Jastrzembski, Joseph c.1 review by, 55- 57 
Jefferson, Thomas, as slaveholder, 208 
Jfiferson's West: A Journey 'with Leul;'s and Clark, 

by James P. Ronda, review ot 143-45 
Jezllish Reporter, 272 
Jews, in Nevada: Eureka Benevolent Society, 

170~71; fraternal benevolent societies/ 1811 

lR5; in Las Vegas/ 271; Virginia City and on 
the Comstock, 167~87; Jews, in San Fran­
cisco (1850s), 168- 87 

Jim Crow management policies, in Las Vegas, 
275 

Jolmson, LadyBird (Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson), 
32 

Johnson, Ned E., 47 
Jolly, Michelle E., review by, ]49- 50 
Jones, Florence Lee, 267 
journal (~l Cal~fornia and Great Basin Anthropol­

ogy,224 
The Journal of the Assembly (First Session, 

Legislahlre of the State of Nevada, 1864-65), 
176/ 178- 79 

Joycel Barry ALien/ The Shaping (~f American 
Ethnography: The Wilkes Exploring Expedition, 
1838-1842, review of, 64- 66 

Junior League, in Las Vegas, 272 

Kaplan, Jacob, 171 
Kaplanl Louis, 171- 75, 181-82, 185 
Kaufman/ Robert G., Henry M. Jackson: A L~fe in 

Politics, rcview of/lSI-53 
Kavieff, Paul R., The Purple Gang: Organized 

Crime in Detroit, 146-49 



Kearney, William, 125 
Kefauver, Estes, 278 
Kelch, Maxwell, 317, 318 
Kelley, Cornelius E, 3-11 
Kelly Ditch (Washoe County), 114, 1"19-20, 130 
Kennedy, Robert, 278 
KelUledy, Ted, 278 
Kerkorian, Kirk, 265 
Kim Sisters, 273 
Kitt, Eartha, 273 
Kitzmeyer Mortuary (Carson Cityt 39 
Knight, Paul R., 128 
Knights of Pythias, 44 
Korean conflict 3"19-20 
Kutash, Jl~ff, 274 
K won, Myoung-ja Lee, 273 

La Voce, (Las Vegas), 269 
Labatt, Henty 1-, 169 
labor rE!lations, in California's specialty agricul-

htre (1875-1920), 154-55 
Lake Ditch (Washoe County), 114, 131 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area, 261 
Lake Tahoe, as water source for Reno-Spa.rks 

area, 1I3- "14 
Landmark Casino (Las Vegas): as defendant 

under 1971 Consent Decree, 291; implosion 
of,276 

Lanham Act, and southern Nevada, 307 
Larson, P.E., 45 
"Las Vegas History: A Research Agenda," by 

Eugene Moehring, 259- 82 
Las Vegas Age, 269 
Las Vegas Air Corps Gunnery School, 261, 306, 

307 
Las Vegas Apartment Guide, 269 
Las Vegas Army Air Field, 306-23 
Las Vegas Association of Employers, 315 
"The Las Vegas Centennial Issite: Introduc-

tion," by Michael Creen, 255-57 
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority, 

262 
Las Vegas downtown, 216 
Las Vegas Evening Review-Joun-zal, 314 
Las Vegas Fair and RE!Creation Board, 262 
Las Vegas Federal Building and Post Office, 306 
Las Vegas High School, 26 
I as Vegas Israelite, 272 
Las Vegas Land and Water Company, 260 
Las Vegas Mormon Fort State Park, 255 
Las Vegas, 58, 255- 57; area view, 304; booster· 

ism and image building" 219-20; Cham­
ber of Commerce, 314--18; civil rights in, 
283- 302; civil rights leaders, 287; COlllnTU­
nity leaders, 317; history, 259-82; military 
in, 283-302; mob control of casinos in 
pre-corporate period, 215, 219, 222; profes~ 
sional management in early casinos, 2"17- 22; 
racism in, 261; relationship to railroad, 260 

Las Vegas: Play town, llSA by Katherine Best 
and Katherine HiJlyer, mention, 219 

Las Vegas Review-Journal, 269 
Las Vegas Springs, 276 
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Las Vegas Strip (Las Vegas Boulevard), 263, 265 
Las Vegas S-un, 265, 269 
"Las Vegas under the Microscope: A Review 

Essay," by Geoff Schumacher, 329-39 
Las Vegas Valley, political fragmentation in, 268 
Last Chance Ditch (Washoe County), 114 
Last Frontier Hotel (Las Vegas), 275 
The Last Honest Place in America: Paradise and 

Perdition in the Nc'U.} Las Vegas, by Marc 
Cooper, review of, 333-34 

The Last Mafioso, by Ovid Demaris, mention, 
277 

Latinos: geographical distribution in South­
west, 57- 60; Las Vegas, 261, 272; as Mor­
mons in Utah, 143 

Latter Day Saints {Mormonst 88; in Las Vegas 
Valley, 255, 270 

LawlOl~ Frank, 173 
Laxalt, Robert, Travels [Dith My Royal: A Memoir 

(~l the Writing Life, review of, ISH- 59 
Leah the Forsaken, mention -173, 175 
LeCoque, Fluff, 274 
The Le'wls and Clark Expedition: Selections from the 

Journals Arranged by Topic, by Gunther Barth, 
editOl~ review of, 66-68 

Lewis, Meriwether, and Corps of Discovery, 
144-45 

Lido de Paris showgirls, 274 
Liebling, A.J., A Reporter at Large, mention, 225 
Lied Library (Unjversity of Nevada, Las 

Vegas),272 
Limerick, Patricia Nelson, 3-15 
Lincoln, President Abraham, view of slavery 

and Civil Wal~ 196 
Lincoln Highway, 24 
Lionti Club (Reno), 125-29 
List, Robert, 14 
Li ve Wire Fund, 262 
Livestock Grazing Act, 104 
Livestock industry: grazing fees on private 

lands, 79, 103, 105; grazing fees on public 
rangelands, 77- 107,81. See also ranching 

Logan, Michael E, review by, 61- 62 
Los Angeles: urban growth and water infra­

structure (J 880s-1920s), 155-57; during 
World War ff, 313 

The Los Angeles River: Its L~t(?, Death, and Possible 
Rebirth, by Blake Gumprecht, review of, 
61-62 

Lotchin, Roger, 305, 313, 316 
L'Ouverh1re, Toussaint, 202 
lovelock, Nevada, 48 
Lowitt, Richard, "Oklahoma's Mike Synar 

Confronts the Western Grazing Question, 
1987-2000," 77- 111 

The Lucky, by Lee Barnes, mention, 255 
lumber industry, in national parks, 85, 88 
Lynch, Philip, 177- Hl 
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Mack, Ernie, 46-47 
Mack, Helen, 116, 12H 
Madison, President James, his policy on Negro 

suffrage, 207-8 
Maher, Michael P., "One Hundred Years of Col-

lecting: The Library Collections/' 38-44 
Majestic Theater (Reno), 129 
Malone Engineers, 44 
Manch Manor, at Nellis Air Force Base, 320 
Mapes, Charles, rI 5, ·129 
Mapes, Charles, Jr., 129 
Mapes, Gladys, 115, 129 
Mapes Hotel (Reno), 115, 129-30 
Mnrkwyn, Daniel, review by, 154-55 
Marriott Holel (Las Vegas), 266 
Marschall, John P, "Rabbi on the Comstock: 

The Irrepressible Herman Bien, 1864-1865," 
167- 191 

Martin, Anne, 4 
Martson, Cerald, 1I3 
Mary S. Doten School (Renot 26 
Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, 265 
Mathisen, Harold, 129 
The Maverick Spirit, by Richard Davies, rnention 

269 
McCarran International Airport, 323 
McCarran, Patrick, 44, 264, 265, 278, 315- 24 
McCarthy, Joseph R, 151 
McClain, Thomas, "199 
McCormick, A. James, 19H 
McCormick, Jim, 44 
McDowell, Glenn, T19 
McFarlane, Ian, 34 
McGill Copper Smelting Plant, 26 
McKeon, Thomas, 173 
McKinley Park, (Reno), 26 
McMillan, James, 2H7 
McMurtry, Larry, 269 
Meaghel~ Frank, 121-26 
Melton, Marilyn, ·13 
Melton, Rollan, 13 
Mendes, Jessie, 199 
Menke, Herman, 1"15 
Men's Railroad Library (Southern Pacific 

Railroad),28 
Mesql,.lite Club (Jas Vegas) 272 
Mexicans: in Las Vegas, 272i and Mormon 

proselytizing, 27() 
MGM Grand Hotel and Casino (Las Veg4ls), 

265,266 
Middle Easterners, in Las Vegas, 261 
Milhailovich, Stella, 120- 26 
military, and growth of southern Nevada, 

303- 27 
Mina, Nevada, 48 
mining: hard-rock mining on public lands, 88, 

94i strikes broken by thugs and national 
guard 

mining, Nevada: African AmeriC4lns on Com­
stock, 224; decline of mining in Virginia 
City, 185- 86; Elko as transportation and 
mining center (1860s), 199; Eureka as 

m.ining town, nineteenth century, 19H- 202, 
203; jewish community on Comstock, 
167- 87; maps. See mining districts, Nevada, 
mapsi miner's bathtub, 51; photograph col­
lections, nineteenth- and twentieth-cenhlry 
mining and mining towns, 46-48i Treasure 
Hill mines, 199; stamp mill powered by ir­
rigation ditch water, Sparks, Nevada, 114 

mining districts, Nevada, maps: Austin (IH63), 
mention, 39i Reese River (1863), mention, 
39; Tonopah, Goldfield, and Bullfrog (1905), 
mention, 40; White Pine County (1869), 
mention, 39 

Minorities Research and Development Corpora­
lion (Las Vegas), 296 

"Minority Groups in Nevada," by Elmer K 
Rusco, mention, 224 

Mint Casino (Las Vegas), 294 
Mires, Peter B., review by, 245-46 
Mirror o{t/ze Times, 194 
Modern Photo (Reno), 46-47 
Moehring, Eugene, 306, 323; "Las Vegas His­

tory: A Research Agenc.:l(l", 259~82i Resort 
City in the Sunbelt: Las Vegas J 930-2000, 
mention, 255 

Mojave Desert, 303 
Molasky, Irwin, 272 
Mono Lake, 61 
Monterey Bay, 237- 38 
Moody, Eric, "Elmer Ritter Rusco, 1928-2004," 

224-25; "One Hundred Years of Collecting: 
The Manuscript Collections," 41-44 

Morrill Hall, University of Nevada, 16 
Mortensen, Marjorie Lee, 38-39 
Moulin Rouge Casino (Las Vegas), 276, 286 
Mount Rot;e School (Reno), 114 
Mountain City, Nevada, 48 
Movinc;: Stories: Mi~ration and the A,nerican West, 

1850-2000, by Scott E. Cat;pel~ review of, 
"14·1-43 

Mowbray, John, 27"1 
Mulholland, Catherine, William MuLhollmzd and 

the Rise (~l Los Angeles, review of, 155-57 
"My Trip to Baltimore/' by Thomas Detter, 

mention, 194 

Nash, Gerald, 303-5, 308, 311, 323 
National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People, 293i in Las Vegas, 286-89i 
tole of under 1971 Consent Decree, 292 

National Cattlemen'S Association, 89, 94 
National Guard Armory buildings, 27 
National Labor Relations Board, 288 
national parks: lumber industry in, 85, 88; 

tourism and recreation 1n public lands and 
forests, 88-94, 102 

National Rifle Association, 104 
Native American Oral Traditions: Collaboration 

and Interpretation, by Larry Evers and Barre 
Toelken, review of, 55-57 



Native Americans: archeological sites and 
museums, guide to, 245-46; ba8kets, pottery, 
and anthropological collections, 5"1 - 52; 
cultural tradition8 in Southwest, 57- 58; 
Ea8tern Shoshone history (1825-1900), 
243-45; English and Iberian colonization 
of, history, 53-55; fishing right8, Colunlbia 
River, 239-43; genocidal policies against, 
146; identity, 239-43; Indinn Reorganization 
Act of ] 934, background and legislative 
history, 225; Lewis and Clark expedition 
encounter8, 67- 68, 144-45; of Monterey 
Bay, 237; Northern Arapahos, Wind River 
Reservation, 243-45; oral traditions, essays 
on, 55-57; reservations, 59-60; and segrega~ 
tion in Las Vegas cnsinos, 2H5; stereotype of, 
65-66; \.lrban Indians, 239-243 

"Native Americans in Nevada," by Elmer .R. 
Rusco, mention, 224 

Native American8, Nevada: Dnt-so-Ia-Iee, bas­
ket8 by, 7, 10, 49- 50; discrimination toward 
in law and practicc, nineteenth century, 209; 
in Las Vegas Valley, 255; Intertribal Coundl 
of Nevada, 44; Pyramid Lake Pall..1te Tribal 
Councit formation of, 224; Reno-Sparks 
Tribal Council, formation of, 224; Te-Moak 
Bands of Western Sho8hone, organization 
of,224 

Needles, California, 311 
Nellie Brown, or The Jealous Wife, with Other 

Sketches, by Thoma8 Detter, mention, 193, 
195,198;209 

Nellis Air Force Base, 261, 319, 323 
Nellis Air Force Base housing project8, 321 
Nelljs Bombing Range, 320 
Nellis, William H., 319 
Nellis Terrace, at Nelli8 Air Force Base, 320 
Neon Metropolis: How Las Vegas Started the 

T1.oenty-jirst Century, by Hal Rothman, 
review of, 329- 33 

neopopulism, "139-40 
Nevada, A Guide to the Silver State, as WPA 

project, 7 
Nevada Art Gallery, "126 
Nevndn Art Research Project, files at Nevada 

Historical Society, 44 
Nevada-California-Oregon Raj\r0(.1d Depot 

(Reno),28 
Nevadn Department of Cultural Affairs, Divi­

sion of Museums and Hi8tory, 13 
Nevada Department of MUSCtlmS, Library, and 

Arts, 13 
Nevada Development Authority, 262 
Nevada Equal Franchise Society, 41 
Nevada Govl:!rnor's Mansion (Carson City), 26 
Nevada Historical Records Survey, WPA; 42 
Nevada Historical Society, 224; book review5, 

53-68, 139- 59,237- 50,329; buildings and 
gallerie8 (1913-99), 5- 10, 11, 12,14, 16, front 
cover, no. 1; Centennial Jubilee, 52; history 
of 0904-2004),3- 14, 15-34,37- 52; library, 
photography, and manuscript collections, 

403 

5-14,37-52; Notes and Documents, 37- 52, 
215-22; publications program, 5, 7, 13, 38, 
42; RU8CO, Elmer K, personal papers of 
dona.ted,225 

Nevada Historical Society Quarterly, 13, 224-25 
Nevada Industrial Scilool (Elko), 26 
"Nevada Law and Race/' by Elmer R. Rusco, 

mention, 224 
Nevada Magazine, 39, 224 
Nevada Nurses' Association, 44 
Nevada Pioneer, 173, 176 
Nevada Power, 267 
Nevada Proving GrOlmds, 2611 320 
Nevada Public Affairs Review, 224-25 
Nevada Resort Association, 288- 89; as defen-

dant under 1971 Consent Decree, 29"1 
Nevada Staats Zeitung, 173, 175-76 
Nevada State Board of Architecture, 26 
Nevada State Building, Powning Park (Reno), 

7- 11, IS, 16, 24-34,42 
Nevadn Gaming Control Board, 221 
Nevada State Hospital (Spark8), 26 
Nevada State Journal, 39, 120- 33 
Nevada State Legislatttre, 7, 13; capital puni8h­

ment enacted (1H65), 184; di8criminates 
against non-white8 in state constitution and 
statute8 (1864), 195, 206, 209-10; Fir8t Se8-
8ion 0864-"1865), 176-83; Nevada Historical 
SOCiety created, 3, 22- 23; public libraries 
funded (1895), 17- 18; school conditions in 
Virginia City and Storey County inve8ti­
gatcd, lH2- H5; state printer appointed (1864-
]H65), 177-78, 182; Washoe County Public 
Library established, 27-28; and water­
conservancy-di8trict law {19(3), 132 

Nevada State Legislatttre building, 27 
Nevada State Muscum (Carson City), 28, 3"1, 49 
Nevada State Museum and Historical Society 

(La8 Vegas), 43-44, 256, 263 
Nevada Supreme Court, and 1866 statute re­

quiring fencing of irrigation canals, 120-27, 
133-34 

Nevada Territorial Legislature, capital punish­
ment adopted, 184; Civil War pro-Union 
resolutions by, 181; 183; Mark Twain, as 
legi8lative reporter for Territorial Enterprise, 
179-80; rnciaJ discrimination again8t non­
whites in law and practice, 195,206,209 

N~"vada Territory, Jew8 on Comstock Lode, 
167-175 pa88im 

Nevada Tcst Site, 322-23 
Nevada Writers project, WPA, 42 
NerD Homes Guide, mention, 269 
The New Urban America, by Carl Abbott, men­

tion, 259 
New York-New York Hotel and Casino (Las 

Vegas),275 
Newlandsl Francis c., 49- 50; mention, 315 
newspapers, in Las Vegas Valley, 269 
Nickcl, Robert v., "Dollars, Defense, and 

the Desert: Southern Nevada's Military 
Economy and World War Jl", 303-27, 256 



404 

Ninth Circuit Court of AppenJs, 297 
Nixon, GE~orge S., 44 
Norcross, Frank, 18- 21 
North American Free Trade Association, 100 
North Las Vegas, 260, 267-68 
North Las Vegas NerDs, 269 
North Las Vegas Valley Times, 269 
North Trttckee Ditch Company, 121- 26 
North Truckee Ditch (Washoe County), 114, 

:I 21, 126, ·I::H 
Northeastern Nevada Museum (Elko), 11,52 
Northern Paiutes, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal 

Council, formntion of, 224. See also Paiutes 
Nostrand, Richard L, Homelands: A Geography 

of Culture and. Place across Am.erica, review 
of,57-60 

Notes and Documents, 37- 52, 215- 22 
Nourse, George, 209 
nuclear testing. See Atomic Testing, 322- 23 
Nye County, Nevada, 46 
Nye, James Warren, as Nevada territorial gov­

ernor, 209, 211 

O'Brien, James, 41 
O'Callaghan, Mike, 269, 271 
O'COlUlor, Sandra Day, 106- 7 
"The Octoroon Slave of Cuba," by Thomas Det-

ter, mention, ·194 
Odd Fellows building (Reno), 26 
Odd Fellows, 126 
Office of Production Management, 307 
"Oklahoma's Mike Synar Confronts the 

Western Grazing Question, 1987-2000," by 
Richard Lowitt, 77- lrI 

Old Mormon Fort (Las Vegas), 270, 276 
Olympics, "] 960 winter games at Lake Tahoe, 

286 
/lOne Hundred Years of Collecting: Library, 

Manuscripts, Photographs, Museum," 37- 52 
"One Hundr~xi Years of Collecting: The Library 

Collections," by Michael P. Maher, 3H-44 
"One Hundred Years of Collecting: The Manu­

script Collections," by Eric N. Moody, 41-44 
"One Hundred Years of ColJl;:.cting: The Mu­

seum Collections," by Jacqueline L. Clay 
and Sherlyn Hayes-Zorn, 49- 52 

"One Hundred Years of Collecting: The Photog­
raphy Collections," by Lee P. Brttmba-ugh, 
45-48 

"One Hundred Years of History in Nevada: the 
Story of the Nevada Historical Society, ·1904-
2004," by Peter L. Bandurraga, 3-14 

The Opal Desert: Explorations of Fantasy and. Real­
ity in the Anlerican Southwest, by Peter Wild, 
review ofl 249- 50 

"The Org~1nization of the T~-Moak Bands of 
Western Shoshone," by Elmer R. Ruscol 

mention, 224 
organized crime, 221; beginnings of corporate 

organized crime, ·146-48; criminal Justice 
system, 146; historical roots, 146-49; in Las 

Vegas, 277; Mafia myth origins, 147; mob 
control of Las Vegas casinos, 2"15, 220; mob 
control of casinos in prc-corporate period, 
283- 99 

Organized Crime and. American POl.oer, by Micha-
el Woodiwiss, review of, 146-49 

Orphans Home (Carson City), 129 
Orr Ditch and Water Company, 120- 26 
Orr Ditch (Reno), 113- 130, 122,124 
Orr, Henry, "114 
Orvis Ring School (Reno), 26 
Otsch, Silke, 275 
Our Elders Lived It: A,nerican Indian Identity in 

the City, by Deborah Davis Jackson, review 
of,239-43 

overland trail, diaries and correspondence, 
women's, 141 

Ovnick, Merry A., review bYt 155-57 
Owens Valley, 61, 156-57 

Pac~fic Appeal, 194, 196 
The Pacific Messenger, 169 
Packard, David, 86, 105 
Paiutest in Las Vegas Valley, 270 
Palace Dry Goods (Reno), 45 
Palmer, Ben, 224 
Panaca, Nevada, 48 
Panania-California Exposition of 1915 (San 

Diego), Nevada buildings at, 25 
Panama-Pacific International Exposition of 

1915 (San Francisco), Nevada buildings at, 
25 

Paradise Lost: California 's Experience, Alnerica's 
Future, by Peter Shrag, review of, 139-40, 
247-48 

Paradise, Nevada, 260 
Paradise Road (Las Vegas), 265 
Parent Teachers' Assodation of Reno, 115, 

127- 33. See also United-Parent Teachers' 
Association 

Parks, Reno; Evans Park, 28-29, 33; Idlewild 
Park, 24, 114; Powning Park, 11, 16, 128- 29; 
San Rafael Regional Park, 225; Whitaker 
Park, 1151 132 

Parsons, Edwardl 33 
Patten, Edmond, ·179, 18'1 
People (~f the Wind. River: The Eastern Shoshone, 

1825-1900, by Henry E. Stamm, review of, 
243-45 

"Photo Album of the Bull Frog District," by A. 
E. Holt, 46 . 

photography and photographers, Nevada, 
nineteenth and early twentieth-century, 
45-48 

Pileggi, Nicholas, Casino, 278 
Pioche, Nevada, 47 
Pioneer Center for the Performing Arts (Reno), 

28,30- 33 
Pioneer Ditch (Washoe County), 114 
Pitt-Williams, Ella R, 296-97 



Pittman/ Key: Key Pittmal1: The L~le ofa Nevada 
U.S. Sella tor (Nevada Historical Society 
exhibition), 50; manuscript collection and 
possessions of/ 7, 9, 42/ 49 

Pittman, Mimosa/ 49 
The Players/ by Jack Sheehan, 266, 277 
police services, in Las Vegas Valley, 267-68 
population, Nevada: Jews in Virginia City 

(1870s), 187; in Reno ("1950)/ -127; Reno, 
("1900--1930),20- 2"1/ 114- 15; in Sparks (1920), 
115; Washoe County growth (1900-1930), 115 

Populist party, 63. See also neopopulititll 
Powning Park (Reno)/ lL 16/ "128- 29 
Preddy, S(:lf4lTIn Knight/ 273 
Prell, Milton, 278 
Preservation Association of Clark County/ 276 
"Preserving Our Cultural Heritage," by Mella 

Rothwell Harmon/ -)5- 36 
Presley/ Elvis, 274 
Pro, Philip, 261 
Proctor R. Hug High School (Reno)/ 27 
ProfestiionaL Cleric-a 1/ Cround Maintenance, 

PL1rking Lot Attendants, Car Rental Employ­
ees, Warehouseman and Helpti, Local 995/ as 
defendant under 19TI Consent Decree, 291 

Progressive Era/ -142 
Progressives, 64 
Prouty, Stella, 45 
Public Adminititration Servic.x\ 268 
public lands: grazing fees on, 77- 107; res­

toration and sustain<.1bi1ity of rangeland 
systems, 7'1- 107; subleased grazing pernlitti/ 
80-97; water rights on, 80, 82/ 97/ 103/ -) 05 

Public Rangelands Improvement Ad of "I'17H/ 
79- 80/ 91 

The Purple Gang: Organized Crime in Detroit, by 
Paul R. Kavieff, review of, 146-49 

Puzo/ Mario/ 269 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe: Tribal Council/ 

formation of, 224; and Truckee-Carson­
Pyramid-Lnke Water Rights Settlement Act 
0'1'12),225 

Pyramid Lake (Washoe County)/ and Truckee­
Carson-Pyramid-Lake Water Rights Settle­
ment Act (1992)/225 

Questorians Club, 130- 31 

IIRabbi on the Comstock: The Irrepressible Her­
man Bien/ 1864-1865/, by John P. Marschall, 
-167-9'1 

racial integration of casino work force/ in Las 
Vegas, 286 

Rainbow Cirls/ "130 
Ra lIi/ Paul/ 21 '1 
ranching: corporate ranching operationti/ 

81- 107; environmental danlage from over­
grazing/ 79-103; federal subsidies to cattle 
ranchers/ 80- '15; grazing fees on private 
lands, 79, 103, 105; and myth of the West/ 90/ 
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107; rancherti' opposition to increased graz­
ing fees on public lands, 77-107; subleased 
grazing permits on public lands/ 80- 82/ 93/ 
96-97 

Rancho San Rafael Regional Park (Reno), 225 
Range Reform Act of 1994, 100 
Ol7~ats and Men: Oscar Goodman's Lif() from Moh 

- Mouthpiece to Mayor of Las Vegas, by John L. 
Smith, review of, 334-36 

Rawhide/ NevC:H.iu/ mining boom camp photo-
graphS/47 -

Ray, Clarence, 288 
Rebekahs, 126 
Reconstluction Finance Corporation, 308, 315 
Red Rock Canyon, 261 
Red Rock National Conservation Area/ 261 
Reddy, Helen, 273 
Redman/ Alice E_/ 134 
Reetie River Mining District, 39, 47 
rcfonn movements, nineteenth and early twen-

tieth centuries, 62- 64 
Regional Planning Commission, 116, 132 
Regional Transportation Commission, 268 
Regula, Ralph, 87, 94- 96 
Reid, Ed, The Green Felt jungle, mention, 277 
Reid/ Harry M./ and legislation to increase 

grazing fees on public lands, 97- 98/ 99/ -I m 
Reid, John T., 42 
religion, in Lati Vegas/ 270 
Reno Air/ 44 
Reno Arch/ built for Transcontinental Highway 

Exposition, 24 
Reno Chamber of Commerce/ 27/ 46-47, 129 
Reno City Hall, 31- 32 
Reno Civic Auditorium, 116 
Reno Ditch Safety Fund, 128- 131 
l~eno Lvening Gazette, 129 
Reno Fre(:-~ Public Library, IS-3~, 18. See abo 

Washoe County Library System 
Reno High School, 26-27 
Reno Mill and Lumber Company, 45 
Reno, 117 (map,1931), 128,225; chjld drown­

ings in irrigation ditches/ ") -13- 34;develop­
ment from rural to urban city enviromnent, 
113-34j growth/ -1900-30, 115; growth, by 
1950, 127; irrigation ditches in, 113- 34/ n 6 
(map); photograph collections of/ 46-47; 
population, 1904/ 20-2-lj U.S. Post Office 
bujlding, 27- 2'1 

Reno Public School system, 28 
Reno Rodeo, 47 
Reno Rotary Club/ ")2'1 
Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 30 
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony/ formation of Tribal 

Council/ 224 
Reno Women's Civic Club, 130-31, 134 
Report of the Exploring Expedition to the Rocky 

Mountains in the Yt~ar 1842/ by John C. Fre­
mont, mention/ 40 

A Reporter at l,arge: Date/in.e Pyramid Lake, Ne­
vada/ by A.I.Liebling, mention, 225 
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Republican Party: on abolition of slavery 
and civil rights legislationt 204- 210; es­
pouses nationalism (1864-65), 167_ See also 
Unionists 

Resort City in the Sunbelt: Las Vegas, 1930-2000, 
by Eugene Moehring, mention, 255 

Reynolds Electrical and Engineering Company, 
322 

Rhyolite, Nevada, 46 
Riddle, Major, 277 
Rio, David, review by, 158- 59 
Riverside Hotel (Reno), -18, "128-29 
Riverside Mill (Reno), 45 
Riviera Hotel and Casino (Las Vegas), 275, 298; 

as defendant under 1971 Consent Decree, 
291 

Robertson, William, 200 
Robison, Kerr, 130 
Rocha, Guy Louis, 43 
Rochestel~ Nevada, photographs of, 47 
rock (lrt, 245 
Ronda, James P.: Jefferson's West: A Jo-urney 'l.oith 

Lewis and Clark, review of, 143-45; 
Voyages of Discovery: Essays 011 the Lewis and 

Clark f:'.xpedition, review of, 143-45 
Roosevelt, President Franklin D., 315 
Roots of Refonn: Fanners, Workers, and the Ameri­

can State, J 877--'977, by Elizabeth Sanders, 
review ot 62-64 

Rosenblatt, Meyer, 179 
Ross Burke Mortuary, 39 
Rothman, Hal The Grit Beneath the Glitter: Tales 

fronl the Real Las Vegas, 338-39 
Round Mountain, Nevada, 4H 
Roush and Belz, 28 
Rusco, Elmer R; " A ltern(lte Visions of Reno_" 

225; "Thomas Detter: Nevada Black Writer 
and Advocate for Human Rights," 193-213, 
"The Chinese M(lssacre of -1866/' 224i 
"Campaign Finance Reform in the Silver 
Era: A Puzzle,"225; The Benchmarks of. .. 
Charader and Wi1y of Life: The Requisition 
(~l Rancho San Rafael Regional Park, men­
ti_oned, 225; "The Civil Rights Movement 
in Hawthorne,'l mention, 224; IIFormation 
of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Council, 
1934-1936/' nlentkH1, 224i "ForITlation of 
the Reno-Sparks Tribal Council, 1934-1939/' 
224; Good Times Coming?: Black Nevadans in 
the Nineteenth Century, 194, 224; "In Memo­
riam/' 223, 224-25, 292 

Russell, Mayor John (Las Vegas), 314 
Russell, Robbie, 131 

Sacagawea, 67 
Sage, Roderick, 131-32 
Sahara Hotel and Casino (Las Vegas), 265, 275; 

as defendant under] 97'1 Consent Decree, 
291 

Saillts in Babylon: Mormons and Las Vegas, by 

Kenric Ward, mention 270 
Sallaz, Jeffrey L 256; "Civil Rights and Employ-

ment Equity in Las Vegns Casinos,tt 283- 99 
Salvadorans, in Las Vegas, 272 
San Diego, during World War II, 313 
San Franciscot Jewish community in (] 950s), 

168~87 

San Pedro, Los Angeles, and Salt Lake Rail­
road, 255, 260 

San Rafael Regional Park (Reno)t 225 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps (Nevada cities), 

40 
Sanders, Elizabeth, Roots of Reform: Fanners, 

Workers, and lhe American State, 1877-1917, 
review of, 62-64 

Sands Hotel and Casino (Las Vegas, Nevadat 
217,275; as defendant under 1971 Consent 
Decree, 291; implosion of, 276; the main pit 
at, 284 

Sarno, Jay, 277 
Sawyer, Grant, 2H7; attempt to alleviate racial 

discrimination, 285-86 
SchadleJ~ Fred, 20 
Schefcik, Carol, -125 
Schlatter, David, 314 
schools, Reno: Mary S. Doten School, 26; Mount 

Rose Schoolt 114 
Shrag, Peter, Paradise Lost: Caiijbrnia's experi­

ence, America's Future, review of, ")39-40, 
247-48 

Schumacher, Geoff, Las Vegas Under the Micro­
scope: A Review Essay, 329- 39; Sun, Sin, and 
Suburbia: An Essential History (~f Modern Las 
Vegas, 256 

Schwartz, David G., 265; t'Bookkeeper in a 
Gambling Joint: Charles Hirsch and the 
Early Professionals of the Casino Industry," 
215- 22; reviews by, 139-40, 247-48i Sub­
urban Xanadu: The Casino Resort on the Las 
Vegas Strip and Beyond, review of, 336-38 

Schwartz, Milton, 272 
Scott Brown, Denise, 275 
Scott Ranch Ditch (Washoe County), 114 
Scott, W. A" 202, 204 
Scrugham, James C., 26,42, 3l1, 315 
Seed, Patricia, American Pentimento: The Inven­

tion of hulians and the Pursuit of Riches, 
review of, 53-55 -

segregationist practices, in Las Vegas, 261 
Senate Appropriations Committee, 315 
Sennes, Rocky, 274 
The Sentinal Voice, 269 
Shrag, Peter Paradise Lost: California'S Experience, 

America's Future, review of, 139-40,247-48 
The Shaping of American EtJuwgraphy; The Wilkes 

Exploring Expeditiont 7838-7842, by Barry 
Allen Joyce, review of, 64-66 

Sheehan, Jack, The Players, 266 
Shore, Dinaht 273 
Shoshones, 224 
Sierra Club, 87, 26·1 
Silver Brick, 197 



Silver Era, campaign finance reform in, 225 
Silver Slipper Hotel (Las Vegas), as defendant 

under 1971 Consent Decree, 291 
Simich, Jerry, 272 
Simpson, Alan, 92 
Sinatra, Frank, 274 
Slavs, jn Las Vegas, 272 
Smith, AI, 45 
Smith, E.W., 45-46 
Smith, Francis R., 127 
Smith, Henry Nash, 179 
Smith, Jeffrey S., review by, 249- 50 
Smith, Jolm L. Of Rats and Men: Oscar Good­

man's Life from Mob Mouthpiuece to Mayor of 
Las Vegas, review of, 334-36, 278 

Snced, Ed ward, 1I3 
South Africa, 29H 
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Book Reviews 

Riding the High Wire: Aerial Mine Tramways in the West. By Robert Trennert. 
(Boulder: University Press of Colorado! 2001). 

Riding lhe High Wire does not attempt to break ground in new western his­
tory, and it does not try to explore a deep! significant theme. It is instead a brief 
history of a technology that lnining historians have often overlooked: aerial 
tramways. And I can attest to that neglect. Over the past decade, I have joined 
the Mining History Association on its annual trek to western mining sites. At 
each location, we take note of the mines, head franles, lTIills; and railroads. The 
only person taking particular note of aerial tranlways has been Bob Trennert. 
He not only points out tralns, but Bob also talks about them during program 
sessions. His old passi.ons of mining and railroading have conlbined and given 
·way to a new interest in traIn.way transportation. And this little volume does 
an excellent job in explaining the significant role trarnways have played in 
western 111ining history. 

Trennert's organization is straightforward, n10ving fronl origin to obsoles­
cence. The rationale behind tramway developnlent seems simple. Mines were 
often found in remote areas! hidden deep within nl0untain ranges. Moving ore 
and supplies was an expensive proposition! and mine owners sought ways to 
reduce those transportation costs. Aerial tramways, crossing all obstacles in a 
straight line, en1erged as possible alternatives. First appearing in Europe, traln­
ways lnade it to the United States in tinle for the post-1865 nlining boom. 

Known as the Endless Wire Rope! the first tramway in the United States 
was manufactured by Andrew S. Hallidie. Although he did not build the first 
tramway in the West! an honor that went to Charles Hodgson of England, Hal­
lidie dominated the early tralTI business. Starbng in 1871, Hal1idie had installed 
about two dozen Inine tranlways by 1883. His systeln was fairly sinlple: A single 
wire rope held and pulled the lnine cars. A number of problems appeared, but 
when successfully adapted, aerial transportation could reduce hauling expenses 
by one third. Hallidie's success soon brought competition from Charles M. 
Huson, and these two cOTllpanies placed as lnany as a hundred single~rope 
tranlways before the turn of the century. While the single-rope system would 
be phased out, Trennert argues that it "paved the way for even greater use of 
aerial tranlways." 

The Hallidie and Huson systenls fell out of favor because of flaws inherent in 
the single-rope systenl. The rope carried great strain! wore excessively! and could 
on ly be nloved at low speeds. Out of Germany came the Bleichert double-rope 
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system, which addressed the single-rope's weaknesses. Double-rope systelns 
had a stationary cable along which the buckets rolled, and a traction cable which 
pulled the buckets. While more expensive to build than the single-rope nl0dels, 
this new system could hau 1 larger loads at greater speeds with fewer prob1elns. 
The Trenton Iron Company nlanufactured the first double-rope system in the 
United States, and constructed about twenty during the early 1890s. he suc­
cess brought conlpetition and TrelUlert states that "hundreds of double-rope 
tranlways went up in the mining West between 1900 and 1920" (45). 

With the types and evolution of tranlways covered, Tretmert llloves on to a 
variety of topics. In discL~ssing construction and operation, he deals with the 
practical experiences of tranl operation, such as accidents involving runaway 
ore buckets. Trennert then talks about what he calls the /I great western tram­
ways.'1 These are the nl0st significant traIn operations; and he labels the San 
Juan Mountains of Colorado as the tramway capital (65-66). Here, the rugged 
terrain caused the lnining entrepreneurs to build at least eighteen trams in the 
Aninlas River Valley. While other locations in the West did not have as tnany 
tralllS, they still had some illlportant operations. The longest tranlway in the 
United States was in southern Wyonling, serving the Grand Encanlpnlent mine. 
TrelUlert praises this set-up as a "nlechanical marvel" (78). 

Decline, obsolescence, and preservation round out Trennert's discussion of 
aerial tranlways. The decline began when hard times canle to lllining in the 
1920s, cOlnpounded by the Depression, with 1110re demolition cOIning in World 
War II. In recent years, conveyors and high capacity trucks further lllade tranl­
ways obsolete, although a few still operate. In terrns of preservation, Trennert 
expresses dislllay that "so little has been acco111plished in the realnl of historic 
preservation" (105), and he forecasts that "they will all be gone sooner than 
we -would like" (108). 

Trennert's brief book, just over a hundred pages of text; does an excellent job 
discussing the developtnent, use, and end of tramways. Furthet~ he exanlines 
the prinlary people and significant locations involved in the undertakings. Add­
ing significantly to the high quality of the text are forty-five illustrations. There 
are many things this book is not, however. It is not an engineering or technical 
piece, although some technical aspects naturally work into the story. Also, it 
is not a business history of tralllway lnanufacturers or mining cOlnpanies. I 
mention these disclaimers because SOlne readers nlay expect lllore detail on 
certain topics. For instance, I know that the Grand Encampment c0111pany was 
prilnarily a speculative venture, and probably never had the nioney to pay for 
its trarnway. I am curious about how such financial dealings worked out. Yet, 
that question is beyond the scope of the book. I enjoyed Riding the High Wire, 
and heartily reco111mend it to lnining and transportation historians. Others 
interested in lnore general western history nlay also like it/ but the topic tnay 
seem a little remote for the general reader. 

David A. Wolff 
Black Hills State University 
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Hydraulic Mining in Cal~fornia: A Tarnished Legacy. By Powell Greenland.(Spokane: 
Arthur H . Clark COlnpany, 2001) 

California, in the second half of the nineteenth century, represented the land 
of golden dreams-for the nliners who first opened the treasure box, for the 
farn1ers who followed then1 and for immigrants, over-all. Here a fortunate 
individual could n1ake a fortune- sometitnes, it seelned, almost overnight. 

Mining offered the quickest possibility. As the forty-niners swiftly discov~ 
ered, the more gravel that could be worked, the more gold that would be 
found. That resulted in the evolution of nlining Inethods fron1 the pan, to the 
rocker, to the long tom, and finally, to hydraulic mining. Sitnply stated, that 
last method n1eant turning water, shot out of a nozzle under high pressure, 
against a bank or hill and washing the gold-laced gravel through some sort of 
sluice to trap the gold. By this titne, it took money to n1ake lTIOney in California 
mining because reservoirs and fltunes had to be constnlcted and a fair amount 
of property purchased. 

This all happened wi thin a decade after the anlazing rush of 1849, although 
the great days of hydraulic Inining did not e1l1erge until the 1870s. When they 
did, the operations ranged from sn1all c01l1panies to corporations that 1l1oved 
vast alnounts of earth to recover gold. The tailings went into strean1s, wi th little 
regard for what happened to then1 afterward. Therein lay the problenl and the 
eventual delnise of hydraulicking. 

Powell Greenland, a fourth-generation Californian, turned what 1l1Ust have 
been a lifelong interest in California and hydraulic mining into the first book 
that traces the entire history of the industry in the state. Tn doing so, he filled a 
void in the history of mining. His research is most irnpressive. 

Hydraulic Mini-ng covers the subject from A to Z. It al1l1ost seems that the 
reader could start his or her own hydraulic operation by carefully studying 
this book. This proves a solid strength and a bit of weakness. 

The scholarship that went into Greenland's research is extensive and thor­
ough. The fooh10tes and bibliography are a gold lTIine for future researchers. In 
fact, this will be the starting point for any additional study, as well as a reference 
book on the subject. 

Chapter 1 provides an excellent introduction and competently sets the stage 
for what will follow. Chapter 5, "The Sumlnit," carefully traces the history of 
the three major mines, and chapter 6 describes the downfall of the industry, 
when fanners and city dwellers in the valleys arose to protest the Iislickens" 
that were inundating field and home. 

This is a highly detailed volun1e. As the author states, "During the course of 
this study, we have traced in some detail the various elements encolnpassed 
in the techno]ogy of hydraulic n1ining" (159). It is not easy reading. ydraulic 
Mining sOlTIetin1es slows down to a crawl, as the author travels cOlmty by county 
to describe hydraulicking opera hons. Readers will need to concentrate and 
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push ahead to finisht perhaps finding out all that they ever wanted to know, 
and more, about the industry. 

Greenland sympathizes with his subject, concluding that "today, it appears, 
that the treasure of an unaltered landscape is Inore highly esteelned than that 
which lies buried beneath the groufKi'l (226). By the 1880s, many Californians 
had reached that conclusion, and that is what killed hydraulicking. That the 
nliners up in the hills did not and cou ld not resolve the problems their mining 
created ended the great days of the industry by the mid 1880s. Judge Lorenzo 
Sawyer's decision, in the famous North Bloomfield Conlpany case involving 
the Yuba River, granted an unconditional and perpetual injunction, and ended 
a thirty-year run of hydrau lic 111ining. 

With ample illustrations and a glossary of placer mining tenns, the author 
has provided assistance for his readers as they 1110ve along through his detailed 
story. A few Illore Inaps would have been helpful. This book is recomlnended 
for scholars of mining, libraries, and those who have a deep interest in mining 
history. 

Duane A. Smith 
Fort Lewis College 

When the Land Was Young: Reflections on American Archaeology. By Sharman Apt 
Russell (Lincoln: Universi ty of Nebraska Press, 2001). 

Writers who are not specialists in fields they wTite about often produce engag­
ing and insightful books; John McPhee, Dava Sobel, and John Noble Wilford 
COlnc itnmediately to mind. Their talent lies in their ability to take seelningly 
c01l1plex ideas fr0111 the sciences and humanities and make them si111ple. My un­
derstanding of geology, for exmilple, has greatly benefited fro111 John McPhee's 
wonderful books on the subject. Sharman Apt Russell, who teaches writing at 
Western New Mexico University, has written a book about American archaeol­
ogy from the outside looking in. She has done so by interviewing professional 
archaeologists and visiting archaeological sites around the country. Unlike 
McPhee, Sobel, and Wilford, however, Russell deliberately avoids objectivity; 
one learns in the first chapter, for exanlple, that the field of American archaeol­
ogy is permeated with racist, sexist, and lnercenary agendas. 

To her credit, Russell recognizes that Inost Americans are easily fascinated 
with those things that connect us to people of the past. She begins her reflections 
on American archaeology by describing fmnily outings to nearby archaeological 
sites and the wondernlent that she and her children feel when confronted by 
some ancient petroglyph or potsherd. She e10quently describes the hun1anistic 
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empathy that seen1S to emanate from objects made and used generations ago. 
In the first few pages of the book When the Land Was Young we are all on the 
sanle pagel so to speak/ insofar as we are all members of the same biological 
genus and species. There is s0111ething universal about the human condition; 
we have the ability to relate at some level to others regardless of tin1e, place, 
or race. On page 7, howevel~ this psychic unity of hllluankind unravels swiftly 
with Russell's interpretation of the history of American archaeology. By luaking 
the COIU1ection between the nineteenth-century concepts of Social Darwinism/ 
the idea that hun1an cultures can be placed on the san1e unilineal evolutionary 
trajectory, as An1erican Manifest Destiny, she suggests that twentieth-century 
archaeologists who have studied culture change are guilty by association. This 
is quickly followed by arguments tha t archaeologists who have studied the 
sexual division of labor in prehistoric Native American societies are sexists, 
and that laws n1eant to protect and preserve cultural resources have created 
an en1ployment boon for professional archaeologists, who as a group are both 
mercenary and arrogant. The first chapter concludes with the sense that archae­
ology is inherently interesting/ but those who take up this field as their chosen 
vocation somehow lose their ability to appreciate the past without prejudice 
and personal agenda. Her journalistic foil is the popular conception of loss of 
irmocence in the transition froln amateur to professional. It happens in sports, 
why not archaeology? 

Chapter 2/ entitled "Emotional Baggage," describes Russell's experience at­
tending the 1994 annual meeting of the Society for American Archaeology in 
Anaheim/ California. She is bored, and describes symposia participants as lithe 
kind of people/ by and large/ who skipped oral interpretation in high school" 
(20). She went to the conference in order to research questions concerning initial 
hUlnan occupation of the Western Hemisphere, a topic she describes as "domi­
nated [by] an aggressive and sometimes slanderous debate/ (21). Adlnittedly, 
the question of when humans first arrived in the New World has been central in 
An1erican archaeology, and Russell correctly identifies proluinent archaeologists, 
such as Vance Haynes/ James Adovasio/ and Tom Dillehay, who have been in 
the vanguard of research. She also identifies archaeological sites, such as Calico 
Hills (California), Meadowcroft Rockshelter (Pennsylvania), and Monte Verde 
(Chile) that have received considerable attention in this regard. However/ her 
rendering of the debate over breaking the so-called Clovis barrier/ named for 
the late Pleistocene (ca. 11/000 years before present) type site in Clovis/ N'ew 
Mexico and scores of similarly dated sites throughout North America/ devolves 
into acrin10ny. A professional polemic may exist/ but her portrayal of it makes 
it sound like a family feud; arrogant archaeologists "intone," they are "greedy" 
in their expectations/ and those who donlt get their way "grump.11 

The next five chapters of the book are devoted to a cultural history of North 
Anierica, and are organized and presented in Jnore or less chronological fashion. 
Happily, the professional insults diminish, although Russell does 111ake reference 
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(81) to archaeology/s "cowboy menta1ity" (whatever that means), which could 
be an oblique reference to her book Kill the Cowboy: A Battle of My tho logy in the 
New West (1993). Chapters 3 and 4 pertain to Clovis and Archaic traditions/ and 
describe her visits to the ilnportant sites of Blackwater Dra'w (New Mexico) and 
Windover (Florida), as well as interviews with archaeologists Paul Martin and 
Patty Jo Watson, among others. She seeks their advice on subjects such as the 
extinction of late Pleistocene malnmals and the origins of agriculture. The next 
chapter discusses cultural diversity around two thousand years ago. Russell 
describes her visits to the site of a Northwest Coast fishing village, the Pueblo 
Grande Museum in Phoenix/ and the Newark Earthworks in Ohio. This is fol­
lowed by tours of Cahokia (Illinois) and Chaco Canyon (New Mexicot two 
incredible cities that were regionally jnlportant around A.D. 900-1200. Russell's 
adventure through the past concludes with an examination of early Spanish 
exploration in the Southeast. With the help of specialists Rochelle Marrinan 
and Kathleen Deagan, she enters the rea hn of historical archaeology, focusing 
specifically on the ill-fated Narvaez expedition and the published odyssey of 
Cabeza de Vaca. 

The next two chapters of the book consist of Russell's investigation of two 
archaeological acronyms: NAGPRA and CRM. The former, the federal law 
known as the Native Anlerican Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, and 
the latter, cultural resource management, both figure largely in the practice of 
profeSSional archaeology today. Unfortunately, Russell misses the point that 
professional archaeologists, who work within the context of historic preservation 
law~ have been advocates for the respect of cultural heritage. Instead, she makes 
disparaging remarks such as II Archaeology's neglect for [Native Americanl oral 
history borders on disdain" (167). 

When the Land Was Young concludes with a brief essay describing Russell's 
inspired visi t to an Anasazi cliff dwelling. This aerie vista of wild canyon lands 
that once supported generations of extended fanlilies prompts her reflection 
that" aw'e is one of our gifts" (208). Clearly, the ability to connect with our past 
is a gift; it is why so many are drawn to the field of archaeology. I suppose that 
is why the anthropologist Miles Richardson once dedicated a book thusly: 
"To A ustralopithecus/ who first caught a glimpse of the hunlan soul in a piece 
of rock." 

Aside from the professionally denigrating tone of Russell's book/ which 
some may consider a clever journalistic device, her work contains some unfor­
tunate errors. For example/ she uses the term paleolithic out of context (57); it is 
a term that was developed to describe an evolutionary sequence of stone-tool 
n1anufacture in Europe, and is not part of New World archaeological parlance. 
In addition, she mistakenly places the famous Anasazi site of Chaco Canyon 
in northeastern, not northwestern/ New Mexico (125). I can recommend When 
the Land Was Young as an exercise in creative writing/ but its antagonistic 
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bias causes me to refer readers interested in the study of North American ar­
chaeology to several more balanced works currently available. 

Peter B. Mires 
Eastern Shore Cotrzrrlunity College 

Fort Union and the Upper Missouri Fur Trade. By Barton H. Barbour (Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 2001) 

As Barton Barbour's preface humbly foretells, the possible impact of his work, 
Fort Union and the Upper Missouri Fur Trade may not receive enough publicity 
among a high-flown professional crowd by Ilbucking the current of contem.po­
rary historical thoughts/' (xi). In the past few decades, the waning interest in 
early fur trade studies coincided with the steady decline of fur trappers' celebrity 
stahlS in frontier history. Any successful attempt to rework this abandoned field 
requires extraordinary fortitude and dexterity. With such virhlesl however, this 
book is an emphatic reminder that the history of the fur trade still contains many 
viable topics and issues pertaining to current intellectual debates. 

More than just providing the first biography of a relTIote commercial depot, 
this book intro~uces readers to a broad history of the western American fur 
trade and the nation's frontier experience. Located on the upper Missouri River 
in the northwestern corner of today's North Dakota-first as a part of John 
Jacob Astor's fur-trade empire and later as an asset of Pierre Chouteau, Jr. & 
Company- Fort Union fron1 1830 to 1867 was the busiestl longest-lived, and 
best-documented fur trading post on the northern plains. By looking into the 
post's complicated business operations, Barbour has judiciously argued for 
the prominence of the fur trade in the process of westward expansion and the 
development of national character. Often gathering their capital frOlTI the East 
or even Europe, conducting their fieldwork in the American West, and lnarket­
ing their nlerchandise in Asia, the fur companies helped lay the foundations 
for both modern financial structures, such as the joint-stock company, and 
advanced international trading systems. As the first entrepreneurs in western 
North America, these rugged fur traders unintentionally brought this least-de­
veloped region into the world's lnost sophisticated economic orbit. Meanwhilel 
this kind of economic power allowed them to exert a tremendous alnount of 
political and cultural influence on the West; their activities constantly affected 
the nation's Indian policies, military operations, miscegenation laws, and 
even foreign relations. By containing the discussion within the large historical 
context, Fort Union seelns to imply that a person with global perspectives will 
have more appreciation of the fur-trade history. 

Further evincing the complexi ty of the American frontier experience, this 
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work presents a fine reconstruction of the entire society of Fort Union. Ordinar­
ily/ talk of a fur-trading post inlmediately evokes thoughts of an uncultured 
place with a few ramshackle buildings and unsavory white traders. But Barbour 
presents the fort as a robust multiethnic, n1ttlticultural community rather than 
a dull frontier habitation. Since the fur trade demanded lTIutual reliance and 
cooperation among all participants, Fort Union, like many other posts in the 
West, was a place for cultural exchange as well as business transactions. As both 
financial and social ambassadors, fur traders were the first to expose Indians 
to white culture. Because of that contact, tribes such as the Assinibone, Cree, 
Crow, Sioux, and Blackfeet experienced a significant transforn1ation in their 
societies. However, Barbour discounts the dependency argument that the trade 
impoverished Native Americans and deprived them of their cu lture. In fact the 
Indians were shrewd business partners who knew how to work for their own 
best interests and to influence the conduct of others. At Fort Union, Indians, 
nlixed bloods, Blacks, and Euro-Americans together created and Dlaintained a 
unique frontier soCiety. In addition, the fort served as an intellectual outpost of 
white civilization as Pierre Chouteau, Jr., generously supported the jnvestiga~ 

tion of natural history, geology, and ethnology. During its heyday Fort Union 
sheltered many distinguished artists, scientists, explorers, and missionaries, 
including Duke Paul Wilhehn., George Catlin, Prince Maxilnillan, Karl Bod­
mer, Rudolph Friederich Kurz, Pierre Jean De Smet, Carl Wimal~ John James 
Audubon, Governor Isaac Stevens, and Lewis Henry Morgan. Their n1agnifi­
cent writings and illustrations and writings of events and people at the site 
later becmne invaluable sources for historical and scientific studies. Despite its 
geographical isolation and physical simplicity, a fur trade post like Fort Union 
still functioned as a sophisticated society with ethnic diversity, social progres­
sion, and cultural depth. 

In addition to these Inajor ideas, Fort Union also contains several important 
subthemes. Although fur traders were often viewed as the first envoys to bring 
change to native tribes, it was not the fur trade but the United States military 
cmnpaigns that eventual1y demolished the old ways of life for Plains Indians. Fur 
companies and the governDlent never had a perfect n1arriage. Domestic politics 
often determined the prosperity of the fur trade. Finally, the rise of Abraham 
Lincoln's Republican Party spelled the end of a once glorious American COD1-

merce. Along with fresh argl1l11ents, the extensive docunientation and beautiful 
narrative make Fort Llnion a superb piece of scholarship that will become a clas­
sic in the field. A catchier title accompanied by the current one as the subtitle 
would have increased the book's appeal. Howevel~ the real appeal of this work 
is that it points out a new way to look at the history of fur trade. 

~i}Jill~ ~11l1 
Eastern Washington University 
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Out of the Jungle: Jimmy Hoffa and the Remaking of the American. Working Class . By 
Thaddeus Russell (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2001) 

Jimmy Hoffa remains one of the most vilified and enigmatic figures in 
twentieth-century American history. While he was very Inuch a public figure 
during his tempestuous career as a Teamster leader, 1110St speculation about 
Hoffa centered on his behind-the-scenes dealings, including his reported links 
to organized crinle. Within the standard narrative of American labor history I 
in which the craft unionisnl of the American Federation of Labor is superseded 
by the industrial unionism of the Congress of Industrial Organizations in the 
1930s, Hoffa' s energetic union leadership! which largely eschewed ideology, is 
considered an aberration. The Teamsters! one of the largest and 11l0st powerful 
trade unions in Arnerican history, are thus left out of many interpretations of 
labor history. 

In Out of the Jungle, Thaddeus Russell addresses Hoffa's life and leadership 
by exanlining both the details of his life and career and the larger socia I and 
economic forces that shaped the world he lived in. But Russell does I1l0re than 
paint a more accurate picture of Jalnes Riddle Hoffa, Teamster president; he 
delllonstrates that the outstanding reason for Hoffa's popularity al1l0ng the 
rank and file was his responsiveness to "the desire of his union's nlenlbers for 
material inlprovernent in their lives and their willingness to act on that desire" 
(5-6). Instead of loafing around loading docks idly waiting to be duped by the 
scheming Hoffa (as others would have it), the Teamster rank and file, as inter­
preted by Russell, willingly chose Hoffa's leadership and genuinely believed 
that he delivered higher wages to 111elnbers. In other words, Hoffa becallle a 
union power because he was consistently able to 11lake good on his promises 
to give his union Illelllbers better lives. 

Russell intricately traces the evolution of Hoffa into a labor leader, and how 
"an unregulated and allloral political economy II (6) produced such a field gen­
eral for twentieth-century industrial America. FroI1l Hoffa's beginnings with 
Detroit's Local 299, he evinced a pugnacity-and ruthlessness- that would 
boost his ascension within the union hierarchy. This pugnacity was in conso­
nance with the spirit of Hoffa's constituents, a spirit that differed lnarkedly 
from the corporatist social visions of leaders like Sidney Hilhllan and Walter 
Reuther, who sought to bring collective bargaining Iiout of the jungle and into 
civilization" (22). Russell asserts that the Detroit Teanlsters (and latel~ Hoffa's 
national Teamster constituency) eschewed the Inutual sacrifices that "civiliza­
tion" denlanded, confident that Hoffa could successfully bring them better 
wages and working conditions through hjs "jungle unionism." 

So Hoffa's rise to power, though undoubtedly spurred by his personal 
ambition, is easily understood as the end product of the social and economic 
forces that drove Teamsters away from the broad social agendas and visions of 
business/labor cooperation harbored by industrial unionists like Hillman and 
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Reuther. Hoffa did not win the loyalty of his rank and file through manipulation 
and terror-rather, he was selected as champion of the union because he was a 
master of using manipulation and terror to better secure the union's goals. 

Hoffa l s career was dogged by questions of his association with organized 
crime, and his 1975 disappearance is widely beheved to have been the result 
of a falling out with organized crime. The n10st crucial question about Hoffa 
and organized criJ11€ is when exactly the alliance began. Most scholarly and 
journalistic accounts accept that Hoffa, unable to dislodge the CIO froln his 
Detroit Tean1ster fiefdom in 1941, 111ade a "pact with the underworld," in par­
ticular with Detroit n10bster Santo Perrone, that transforn1ed him "from union 
reformer to labor racketeer" (p. 88). Russell demonstrates that, while Hoffa's 
organization nlade libera"\ use of "jndependent" criminals as organizers and 
enforcers, he didn't initiate contact with Perrone until the late J 940s, and makes 
it clear that .offa's dealings with organized crinle~and his eventual end- were 
anything but inevitable, but rather the results of a series of decisions l1lade by 
Hoffa throughou t his career. 

Out of the Jungle has the benefit of solid research that rests more on doclunen­
tation than on uncorroborated statements fro111 "fornler associates." It therefore 
delivers an explanation of Hoffa's career that is entirely convincing. Russell's 
grounding in labor history al10ws him to COtUlect Hoffa's career to larger trends, 
sOlnething that is vital for a better appreciation of both the n1an and his times. 
Readers un faIniliar wi th labor history will be interested in the earliest chapters, 
which sketch the world from which Hoffa emerged l as they paint a con1pelling 
portrait of the "Depression City// into which Hoffa stepped as a young Teatnster 
organizer. The following chapters lnay drag a bit, as Russell walks the reader 
through the jurisdictional and intra-union battles that Hoffa fought to consoli­
date his power (a bit repetitive, as Hoffa eliminates threat after threat). But these 
chapters hold the key to understanding Hoffa's behavior later in his career and 
den10nstrate, if nothing else, his consistency and resourcefu lness. 

For those interested in labor history or the hfe of Hoffa, Out of the Jungle is 
a mandatory read. It places Hoffa's leadership into the context of a broader 
American labor history in ways that no other Hoffa work has to date. COlnbin­
ing prill'lary resources with a solid understanding of the larger picture, Russell 
has crafted a book that, if it does not explode Hoffa's l11ystique, certainly nlakes 
him much more understandable. 

David Schwartz 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
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To Sh.cno Heart: Native American Self-Deterrnination and Federal Indian Policy, 1960-
1975. By George Pierre Castile (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1998) 

The prenlise of To Show Heart is that "good ideas don't become policy just 
because they are good ideas. There has to be sonle political force to overcome 
political inertia" (177). Castile convincingly argues that the Indian Self-Determi­
nation and Education Assistance Act, signed into law in 1975, was a "lnilestone 
for Indian people" (174). It enabled tribes to contract directly with the federal 
government for services formerly provided to then1 by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA). Previously, tribes only had the choice between assim.ilation into 
the Anlerican mainstream under programs designed and administered by BIA 
bureaucrats, or termination of all federal relationships induding cancellation 
of tribal status, treaties, and reservation lands. 

Castile traces the origins of the self-determination policy to the Office of 
Economic Opportunity (OEO), which was not an Indian-specific progranl at all. 
Castile calls the OEO a Ilfederally funded revolution" (28) because it by-passed 
the federal-state-county bureaucratic chain of funding, and hence control, and 
introduced a logic of issuing block grants directly to local organizations of the 
poor, induding Indian tribes. While not solving pervasive Indian poverty, the 
OEO programs did give a generation of Indian leaders the opportunities to 
make their own decisions and mistakes, enabled the better educated to find 
employment at home instead of emigrating to urban areas, and enlivened the 
political debate in native con1munities. 

Castile follows the shift toward self-detennination through years of deflection 
of domestic issues during the Vietnam War, demise of the OEO under President 
Richard Nixon, shifts in focus within the Department of the Interior under 
various secretaries, political deadlock between a DelTIOCratic Congress and 
Republican White House, to final resolution under President G€rald Ford. 

Unlike other scholars, Castile concludes that the American Indian Movement 
and other native activists' dranlatic and often violent seizures of the BIA build­
ing and of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, did not force the BIA to release power 
to tribal self-governments, but rather retarded the gradual shift of a federal 
policy that had already been evolving for fifteen years (125). This and other 
scholarly argulnents are tightly and well supported with specific documenta­
tion. Throughout, Castile avoids the kind of silnplistic blaming of Indian ills 
on a monolithic federal government or on an anonymous BIA that has become 
de rigueur in Indian histories. While consistently supporting the ideal of tribal 
self-determination, neither does Castile fall into an insistence that all tribal 
leaders are wise and selfless or that tribal autonomy comes without a price. 
He criticizes liberal and conservative politicians, Democratic and Republican 
administrations alike, without selecting out Good Guys and Bad Guys. He has 
resisted the temptation to turn Indian history into a morality pla)'t and in the 
process has given us a politically astute analysis. 
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Castile uses far more sources than the usual laws, smattering of congressio­
nal hearings, and selected presidential speeches. He has dredged through the 
presidential libraries all the way from John F. Kennedy's to Gerald Ford's and 
reached a true depth of research. He skillfully employs draft reports, meeting 
notes, politicians' memoirs, leaks to journalists, campaign pledges, and stump 
speeches, as well as his own ethnographic interviews with politicians and 
bureaucrats. From this broadly conceived and rigorously executed research 
Castile has assembled a sophisticated analysis informed by an understanding 
of how bureaucratic structures actually work. Many of his most significant ac­
tors include the invisible men of Washington- career bureaucrats, appointees, 
White House staffers, and independent consu ltants. He places his analysis not 
only, as he has promised, within the larger political scene, but also squarely in 
the throes of jealousies over power and budgets, self-interested career strate­
gies, party pressures, and the thousand other routine impedilnents to the 
implementation of /I good ideas." 

Throughout this book there lurks a subtle, wry sense of humor, perhaps best 
exelnplified by the hysterically funny photograph of a sel f-conscious Richard 
Nixon "playing Indian" for the press that appears without comment on the 
back cover. The editing and physical production are good, and only chapter 5 
seems to shift narrative tone and be overly long. The statell1ent of hypothesis 
appears in the introduction (x), rather than in chapter I, so it should not be 
overlooked. 

It is a real pleasure to read this volume by a mature scholar who has researched 
long and thought deeply about a subject of significance. 

Martha Knack 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Lee's Ferry: From Mormon Crossing to Natio'naZ Park. By P.T. Reilly, (Robert H. 
Webb, cd.) (Logan: Utah State University Press, 1999) 

Water has played an important role in the West's history. In many western 
places the lack of water said much abou t wha t a place was or what it would 
become. In others, such as the Platte River Valley, water's constant presence 
shaped the landscape into a corridor for human traffic. In northern Arizona, 
the Colorado River has for years nearly uncountable held a crucial place in the 
landscape, but as an obstruction to human overland traffic. The best crossing 
points collected human travelers as if a funnel had gathered them from miles 
around and dumped them into those fords and ferries. Near present Page, Ari­
zona, such a place has gathered travelers representing the gamut of hUJnanity for 
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hundreds of years. It tnakes sense that writing the history of such a place-this 
one came to be known as Lee's Ferry-would produce a lively account. 

P. T. Reilly first visited Lee's Ferry in 1947 during a Colorado River expedi­
tion just before his thirty-seventh birthday. The trip's guide, Norn1an Nevills, 
spiced the river adventure with tales of the region's history and hooked Reilly 
ilnmediately. Reilly recognized the ferry's historical potential and devoted a 
substantial part of his life to researching and writing about this transportation 
bottleneck traversed by a who's who of southwestern and Alnerican history. 
Although living and working in the Los Angeles area, Reilly returned to the 
Colorado River during subsequent years using his vacation time to work as 
a boatman on Nevills's expeditions. He becmne an accomplished boabnan 
and ultimately led trips of his own. Reilly's intimate ties to the river and its 
people formed the foundation for his research into Lee's Ferry. He interviewed 
longtime residents gathering infornlation to be supplemented with substantial 
archival research. Twenty years' worth of work ended in 1986 when Reilly 
stopped writing what had become a sizeable manuscript. Unfortunately, he 
died in 1996 before the work could be brought to press. The task of turning the 
two-volume/ thousand-page n1anuscript into a single volulne fell to Robert 
H. Webb in 1997. Within a year, and without Reilly to answer questions about 
certain vague or incolnplete passages, Webb edited the J11anuscript into the 
product at hand. Given the peculiarities inherent in such an arrangement, Webb 
achieved excellent results. Nowhere does the reader feel abandoned by Reilly 
or led astray by Webb. 

Lee's Ferry acknowledges Atnerican Indian use of the ferry region before 
European contact/ but the book's story truly begins in 1776/ when the DOlnin­
guez-Escalante Expedition arrived. In short order (by page 3), Morn10n pio­
neers enter the narrative and usher the reader into 1858. From that point, the 
colorful cast of characters parading through the ferry tells its story. In that it 
tells an extraordinarily rich story of a small region, the book resembles works 
of the Alulales historians or William Least Heat Moon's "deep map" of Chase 
County, Kansas, in his PrairyErth; but the book's soul wells from the humans 
who crossed the Colorado at the ferry. Lee's Ferry saw high-ranking Mormon 
leaders such as Wilford Woodruff going into exile to avoid persecution during 
the United States governlnent's anti-polygamy crusade. Buffalo Bill visited in 
1892/ scouting the locale for a possible hunting lodge. In 1912, a photographer 
captured Theodore Roosevelt in a characteristically vigorous lnoment chopping 
wood at the ferry. These examples show only the tnost recognizable names, 
many of the lesser-known who passed through had more interesting stories. 
The narrative concludes in 1979, shortly after the National Park Service took 
ownership of the ferry. Appendices include n1aterial SOlne researchers will find 
helpfut such as information on children born at the ferry, deaths at the ferry/ 
and lists of various owners, custodians/ ferryn1en/ and adnlinistrators. 

For all its strengths, which include remarkable detail, painstaking research, 
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excellent photographs, and skillful editing, the book contains shortconlings. 
General readers will marvel at the detail, but wish that Reilly or Webb had 
included lllore analysis or interpretation. Why, they might ask, do SOllle of the 
more obscure characters deserve Inention? Readers intimately familiar with 
Monnon, Arizona, and Utah history, though, will likely revel in Reilly and 
Webb's inclusive approach. Those interested in Nevada history will find some 
tangential appeal. For exanlple~ "Nevada" does not appear in the index. The 
book's map shows excellent detail of the ferry area, but includes some unex­
plained notations and would benefit from a larger l1lap locating the detailed 
section within the Arizona-Utah or Southwest region. Overall, general readers 
may struggle to nlake sense of this wealth of information, but those grounded 
in the aforelnentioned fields will find this a rich resource. 

Todd M. Kerstetter 
Texas Christian lTn.iversity 

Edward Abbey: A Life. By James M. Cahalan (Tucson: The University of Arizona 
Press, 2001) 

Fronl the first line of this book James M. Cahalan makes his intentions clear. 
He explains that Edward Abbey: A Life "is a book in which I seek to separate fact 
from fiction and reality from Inyth" (xi). Cahalan's work is not one of blind Ab­
bey worship; he has never even met his subject. This distance, however, along 
with his desire "to stand clear of the Abbey cult" serves Cahalan well as he as­
senlbles the facts detailing the public and private life of one of the most famous 
contenlporary Alllerican western writers (xiv). Cahalan's is not an authorized 
biography but an engaging record, tracking Abbey's lifelong deve]oplllent as a 
writer. He surveys a range of Abbey's writing that begins with youthful letters 
he wrote to his father describing camping trips and continues with articles he 
wrote for his high school newspaper, recounbng his hitchhiking adventures. 
Cahalan ultimately follows the trajectory of Abbey's professional writing 
through ahnost forty years of publishing. 

During his lifetllne, Abbey wrote some of the Dlost evocative literature of the 
Southwest; but readers falniliar with Cahalan's previous work that explored 
Abbey's Appalachian roots will know that the East was and relnained extremely 
inlportant to Abbey throughout his life and ·writing. In looking for the Inan 
behind the legend, Cahalan starts with Abbey/s true birthplace of Indiana, 
Pennsylvania, offering a corrective to the stories Abbey often told of being I'born 
and reared entirely on a hardscrabble Appalachian farm ... near a village with 
the strikingly appropriate and charming nanlC of Home, Pennsylvania// (3). 
Abbey's fictionalized background was an essential part of the literary persona 



Book Reviews 425 

he cuI ti vated th roughou t his life, bu t Cahalan's own research effecti vely tempers 
II Abbey's selective mythmaking" (9). Edward Abbey: A Life succeeds in showing 
readers a figure quite different from the legendary Abbey. 

Cahalan portrays Abbey not as the rowdy gadfly Cactus Ed, defending the 
wilderness by any Ineans necessary, but as a complex individual who faced or­
dinary strugg1es in trying to achieve a happy and fulfilling domestic life. Abbey 
had numerous relationships with women, five marriages, five children, and a 
series of odd jobs- beyond his famed employment with the Park Service-that 
kept him migrating around the country for the better part of his life. Even with 
such personal and geographical upheaval, Abbey consistently practiced his craft. 
One of the best features of Cahalan's book is how clead y he sets Abbey's works 
within the context of his life. For example, readers wihless the gradual, yet de­
liberate, evolution of Desert Solitaire (1968) that dispels Abbey's own narratives 
of how easily he wrote this most famous work. Cahalan nlaps the decades of 
thinking, writing, and revising that went into this book. A Life recounts Abbey's 
achwl experience as a ranger at Arches in 1956 and 1957; his first plans to write 
such a book in 1958, and its initial publication in 1968 and subsequent revival 
in paperback in 1970. Cahalan's portrait of Abbey depicts a meticulous writer 
whose success came largely frOTn a method he perfected throughout his life of 
selling each piece he wrote at least twice-sometiTnes even three times- first 
as a magazine article, then as a book chapter. 

Abbey often drew from personal experience in writing both essays and nov­
els, yet Cahalan's account Inaintains the distinction between the. writer and the 
persona. Of course, any close examination of a person's life will reveal sides less 
appealing or adnlirable than others. Cahalan addresses Abbey's well-known 
philandering but also his less-known alcoholisnl. Much to his credit as a serious 
scholar and researcher, Cahalan does not turn such infornlation into tabloid 
journalism. On such controversial issues as Abbey's nlisogyny, chauvinisln, and 
racisnl, Cahalan COlnes very close to becoming an apologist for his subject. One 
gets the impression that Cahalan would like to acquit Abbey of such charges. 
For example, he cites a young Abbey's desire for a Spanish dictionary and his 
brief editorship in 1959 at the Latino newspaper El Crepusculo de La Libertad as 
evidence that Abbey was not a racist. In another instance, Cahalan works to 
counter Abbey's infanlous jibe at Gary Snyder's "Hindu-Zen bull shit" in 1970, 
noting that he had to give a guest lecture on Eastern religions for a humanities 
course in 1956, when he was a graduate student at University of New Mexico 
(64). While these exalnples certainly show Abbey's multicultural awareness, 
they sinlplify Abbey's own conflicted relationship regarding such complex is­
sues. Cahalan's approach to these knotty issues makes sense, given his in terest 
in freeing the "real" Abbey from the persona of Cactus Ed. Still, Abbey's love 
for a good argument and tendency to stir up trouble, as Cahalan well knows, 
makes one wonder if he needs such a defense, or would even desire one. 

In constructing the life of this important American writer, Cahalan 
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conducted over a hundred interviews with Abbey's family, friends, colleagues, 
and even enemies; spent many hours in the Abbey archives at the University 
of Arizona in Tucson; and traveled Jl1any miles in Abbey's beloved Sou th west. 
His book provides the most extensive bibliography of Abbey's writing to date. 
Readers expecting son1e kind of psychoanalysis of this enign1atic writer will not 
find it here/ and Cahalan offers little in the way of literary analysis- neither of 
which has been his goaL In writing Edward Abbey: A Life Cahalan wants readers 
to Ilmake their own informed decisions" (273) about this writer/ and his book 
provides Abbey scholars and fans with the information to do so. 

Susan Lucas 
UnIversity of Nevada/ Reno 
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