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‘Photographer Gets High on the Job’

By SCOTT KLETTE

NSM Staff Photographerx
Last November, 1999, NSM’s Exhibit Direcior Doug Soulher- w“
land asked me 1o photograph the seven castnos in Carson City /
for our up coming exhibit in the slate capitol, Big Deals from 3- & ,ﬁ::l-,““‘
Reels! ! ‘::-‘l_ff.'s

Scouling the locations indicated Ihe need for an elevated
shooting platform or some type of “cherry picker” to effectively
make good images. The pursuit of those images went something

like Lhis: NEVADA STATE LIBRAR
AND ARCHIVES

FEB 28 2000( /7,

[ informed Doug Southerland of the need fora “cherry picker”,
and. as this exhibit was part of Carson City's millennium cel-
ebralion. maybe the city could provide the equipment and man- 5
power 1o get myself and my cameras in the air. He had me talk N
o July Hendrix, Acting Director of the Museum. She called N\ =
Candy Duncan, executive direclor of the Carson City Conven- STATE PUBLICATIONS .
tton and Visitors Bureau, who in turn called me lo find oul ex- 2% S
actlv what it was that | wanted. She colled Mayor Masayko, he p Rk st
called Carson Cily Public Works, they called Candy, and she N '
called me—again...l was given the name and telephone number
of Chuck Knowlton of Carson Gity Public Warks. | called Chuck.

He was very helplul and accommodating, so we sel Tuesday.
December 8™ as the date for the shoot.

December 8, 7 A.M, 40 mph winds and blowing snow. Fear-
ing anolher telephone marathon, we decided to go ahead.

My “Aerial Chauffeur” Vernon Markussen was extremely
helplul, a great deal of fun 1o work with, and a skilled profes-
sional in every way.

Now, the views from 60 feet up may nol have been new to
him, but were speclacular for me. The high wind. snow and
clouds all made for some great views of the Carson casinos, as
well as the state capilol, attorney general’s office. 1the old fed-
eral building. and of course, 1he Nevada State Museum.

George Bauvmgardner, Ph.D., NSM's curator of vertebrates, and
a solid photographer in his own right, accompanied us to pho-
tographically document the enlire ordeal. (Slightly acrofobic,
George decided to shoot from the ground.)

I'd like 1o use this space to thank Carson City Mayor Ray
Masayko. Carson City's Convention and Visitors Bureau’s Can-
dy Duncan, and Carson Cily Public Works Chuck Knowlton. T'd
also like to thank Vern Markussen, for his enthusiasm, profes-
sionalism. smooth ride and for not gelling me killed.

Vernon Maskussen and Scott Klette in the bucket taking
in the view.
= —Photo by NSM Staffer George Baumgardner
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New Exhibits and Improvements:
the Glenbrook Locomotive

Many changes and new exhibiis have been added in the
last iwo years. Probahly the mos! conspicuous is the old
Glenbrook which now is located at the northeast corner of
our building. We have fenced in the engine excepi for the cab
where visilors now have complete freedom to see and handle
the operating controls. Many out-of-towners going down Car-
son Streel stop to 1ake pictures and view more closely this
picturesgue Ilitle wood-burner. Children may be seen in lhe
cab of the locomotive at all hours playing “engineer” or “fire-
man.” The young lady who worked so hard repainting Lhe
engine is Alice Dullion, now a student at the Universily of
Nevada. We are gratefu) to the Virginia & Truckee Railway
for 1heir gift of iwo narrow-gauge rails and their loan of a
track and accessories which we needed 1o move the engine
from its o0ld location. We also want 10 express our gratitude to
Mr. Bill Henley of the Dayton Consolidated mine for the two
pieces of narrow-gauge rail which he donsted.

The popular Glenbrook locomolive was transferred fo the
Nevada State Railroad Museum in 1980 for restoration, the
above article appeared in the Biennial Report of the Direclors
of the Nevada Stale Museum to the Governor of the State of
Nevada, 19486 to 1948.

Coming Events

NEVADA STATE MUSEUM

March 28, 2000-In To Their Own; Nevada Women Emerg-
ing Into Public Life, Anita Walson, Ph.D.. Education Coordi-
nator, Division of Museums and History.

April 25, 2000-The Silver Service of the Baitleship U.5.5.
Nevada: A State Legacy, by Robert A. Nylen, Curator of His-
tory at the Nevada State Museuin.

These programs are part of the Museum’s Frances
Humphrey evening lecture serfes held on the fourth Tues-
day of every month from 7:30 10 8:30 p.m. There is no charge
for the programs. The Loftin Park enirance on the north side
of the museum complex will be nsed for all programs. For
more information call 887-4810, ext. 234.

Saturday, April 28, 2000-200 Years of Dollmakers and
Theilr Art by Doll expert Patly Jones of Boise, Idaho. The pro-
gram will be held at the Cerson Nugget Ballroom on the
2nd floor from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon. The program is spon-
sored by the State Museum History Depariment and is free
to the public. For more information please call 887-4810, ex-
tension 239.

NEVADA STATE RAILROAD MUSEUM

March 8-Program o be announced.

April 12-Program to be announced.

Programs at the Nevada State Railroad Museum are held
in the Interpretive Center al 700 p.m. on the second Wednes-
day of each month, and are sponsored by the Friends of the
Museum. Admission is free.
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Exhibit Dept.: Two Exhibits in Two Months

Judy Hendrix, NSM Acting Director for 15 years, relired
at the end of 1998 afler more than 27 years of State service.
Thanks and congratulations to Judy for her dedicated service.
and for helping moke the NSM what if is today. A national
search is underway for a new Director, with finalisls sel for
inlerviews in February.

Museums and History Division Administralor Doug
Mishler has recently left the Division. Doug's work and ideas
on the educalional initiative and more adver(ising and out-
reach will have a positive impact on the Division as we enter
the new decade.

Stop by the NSM and say hello to Kathy Baker, our new
Program Assistanl. Kalhy will help with accounting and ad-
ministrative suppori for the Museum. Kathy comes 1o us from
Employers Insurance Company of Nevada, formerly SI1S.

Nevada's Inaugural Gowns opened on November 27 followed
on December 27 by the Big Deals From Three Reels. On the
left we have Doug Southerland. exhibit director, and Sue Ann
Monteleone, regislrar. working 1o pul together the 3 Reels ex-
hibitin the former Assembly Room of the Stale Capito) Build-
ing. Below is Sue Ann linishing up on one of the exhibits. This
exhibit has been extended and will close April 29. Above we
have Jan Loverin. NSM Curalor of Clothing and Textiles. wel-
coming the public at the opening of the Nevada's Inaugural
Gowns exhibii in the State Library. Photo below calches guesls
viewing one of the many gowns on display. The exhibii closed
at the end of January and moved down to the Las Vegas Mu-
seum and Historical Society for an exiended visit.

—Photos taken by George Baumgardner and Jack Gibson
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Museum Scientists Aid Sheriff’s Department

By
GEORGE D. BAUMGARDNER, Ph.D.,

and AMY DANSIE

As the snow fell on Monday, January 24, 2000, a small num-
ber of people gathered in Carson City’s Lone Mouniain Cem-
elery. Those in altendance on this cold morning included a
local minisier, represenlalives of the Carson City Sheriif’s
Office. cemelery personnel, and \wo Curalors of the Nevada
State Museum. It was the hope of this group 10 1ay back to rest
the remains of Susan and Palrick Henry Clayton which had
been removed by thieves from the Clayton 1omb a cenlury or
more afler their interment.

Patrick Henry (Hal) Clayton was a prominent attorney in
Carson City and Genoa who died in 1874. Susan died many
years later in 1905, and was placed in the crypt with Clayton.
An adopled son died before Susan, bul it is unclear if this is
the child in the small coffin in the tomb. The tomb was van-
dalized a few years ago and the heads of the two adulis were
slolen. By January 2000, the crime had been solved and the
heads were confiscaled by the Carson Cily Sheriff's Office.

The Nevada State Museum (NSM) became involved with
this story when Mr. Dean Higman, Forensic Specialist for the
Carson City Sherifl’s Office (CCSO), contacted the museum
for assistence. Upon conclusion of the relaled court case it
was the desire of the CCSO to return lhe skulls to the lomb:
however, before reopening the tomb there was the need to
confirm that one of the skulls was that of Mrs. Clayton. Mr.
Higman sought the considerable expertise of Ms. Amy Dansie,
Anthropologist at the NSM, who has advised the police on
several previous occasions. Amy's help was requesled because
only the word of the perpelrafors indicated that 1the skulls
came from the Claylon fomb and because one of the skulls
was nearly devoid of flesh and hair. Also present at this ini-
lial examination was Dr. George Baumgardner. Curator of Ver-
lebrates at the NSM. During (his exam Amy delermined thatl
1he sku)} was that of a mature woman. but she thought it would
be better if she could also examine the remains in the tomb
to match either the neck or lower jaw to the cranium. To ac-
complish this, Mr. Higman invited Amy {0 go 1o Ihe tomb the
following week. and she subsequently asked George to ac-
company her.

To prevent the lomb’s further vondalism, cemelery person-
nel had poured a concrete glab at the base of it’s door. This
necessilaied thal the top of the iron door be removed with a
cuiting torch before the skulls could be returned. Unfortu-
nalely. this meant that those entering the tomb must squeeze
through the low, ragged and narrow opening at the top of the
door and climb tour feet down into the tomb, and the task of
going inside fell to George. At approximalely 9:30 a.m. he and
CCS0 Detective Steve Johnson, flashlights in hand, entered
the tomb.

The boady of Mr. Claylon Jay in its metal coffin on a lower
shelf. The cover of the viewing window had been removed.
and lis glass. which had been broken, lay inside the coffin.
Mr. Clayton’s body was fully mummified due to the dry cli-
maie and sealed metal coffin, and his clothing was still quite
recognizable as thal of a man. The wooden coffin of Mrs.
Clayton was on a shelf above that of her husband. The botiom
of this coflin was broken, and 1be poorly preserved remains
of Mrs. Clayton had rolled partially outward. The body
had been packed in some type of material, probably wood

Amy Dansie and George Baumgardner at the tomb.
—~Photo by Carson City Sheriff’'s Office

shavings, and was partially mummified bullitile clothing was
evident. Fortunately, the coffin of a child was intact.

Upon examining Mrs. Claylon's remains, George identified
the neck bones, which were loose. and bhe passed (hem oul-
side for Amy lo compare to the skull. These bones were a per-
fect match with the neck attachment at the boitom of ihe skull,
and Amvy concluded thal the skull was Indeed ihat of Mrs.
Clavton.

At this point Mr. Clayion’s head, which still relained scalp
hairand a full, reddish brown beard, and Mrs. Claylon's bones
were returned fo their proper resting places, and Deteclive
Johnson was also able to partially reassemble her coffin. Fol-
lowing this, George and Detective Johnson exited the tomb, a
brief ceremony was performed by a local minister, and the
entrance to the tomb was welded shul.

Museum curalors are frequenily thought 1o have jobs in-
volving strictly education and research. While this story de-
scribes something that is not a normal activity for the staff of
the Nevada State Museum, it is an example of the lype of help
the Museum is occasionally asked 1o provide. 1t is certainly
sad that such assisiance was needed. but the Museum scien-
tists were pleased to help bring a concluslon to this macabre
tale.

Notes from the Nevada Historical Society

Located at 1650 N. Virginia Sireet in Reno. the Nevada His-
1ogrical Society is the oldest museum in the state. Featured in
the Changing Gallery unti]l May 12, 2000, is Nevada Wide:
Panoramic Photography in the Silver State fealuring photog-
raphy by early Nevada pioneers Carleton Watkins, Charles
Gallagher, E. W. Smith, and Al Smith. The Shepperson Gal-
lery is now open with an all-new permanent exhibil, Nevada:
Prisins and Perspectives. The museum also has a research li-
brary open from noon 10 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturdayv.
The museum store is open from 10 a.m. 10 5 p.m. Monday
through Saturday. Admission to the museum is $2.00 for ages
18 and older. Members of any of the Division ol Museums and
History facilities can show their membership card for free
admitiance. Details: (775) 688-1180. ext. 0.—Nifa Phillips, NHS
Staff
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Your Help Is Requested: Looking for Aliens

By DOROTHY NYLEN
NSM Exhibit Preparator I
and
DAVID A. DAVIS
Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology

Art Johnson. Director of the Fleischmann Planetarium at
the University of Nevada. Reno, and David A. Davis, Geologic
Information Specialist Jor the Nevada Bureau of Mines and
Geology also at the University of Nevada, Reno, are looking
for Nevada meleorites. Johnson reports thal in over 20 years
with the planetarium. he has looked al thousands of possible
meieorites brought in by the public. To this dale, however,
only four meteorites have been documenied as being found
in Nevada, lwo during Johnson's tenure. All four are on dis-
play a1 the Fleischmann Planetarium. Nevada is a very big
place, however, and there are surely many. many undiscov-
ered meteorites waiting to be found. Thus. Johnson and Davis
continue to be quite interested in looking at any suspected
rocks. They are also interesied in Native American storles
aboul rocks and fire falling I[rom the sky as well as historical
accounis,

Anlarclica is a greal place to look for meteorites, because
odds are if a tock is found silting on 1ap of ice and spow. it is a
meteorite. From samples collected and confirmed from Ant-
arctica, i1 is eslimated that about 80 percent are slony mate-
rial which may look a lot like common rocks found elsewhere
on earth. The other roughly 20 percent are metallic, iron-
nickel-containing samples that are usvally. 1though not always,
attracted by magnets. The bulk of the meteorites found oul-
side Antarctica, however, are of lhe metallic lype, mainly be-
cause they just Jook different and are uncommonly heavy.
Though much more common, the stony types tend to look like
any other rock and are therefore, much mare easily over-
looked.

Nevada’s four confirmed meleorites were found in various
parls of the stale. The first is the Quinn Canyon Meteorlie
found near lhe mouth of Quinn Canyon, Nye County. about
90 miles easi of Tonopah in 1908. The specimen weighed over
a ton and was displaved in a Tonopah bank building until it
was bought by [he Chicago Field Museum. This meleorite was
obtained on condition of long-lerm loan for display at the
Fletschmann Planetarium aboul ten years ago. The second is
the Quarlz Mountain Meleorite found under two feet of de-
tritus by a group of men clearing the way to dig a mine fun-
nel about five miles southeast of Quartz Mouniain. Nye
County, which js now on the Nellis Air Force Range. The speci-
men weighed about 10 pounds and was acguired by the Uni-
versity of Nevada shorily after ils discovery. The third is the
Hot Springs Meteorite found less than 10 miles southeast of
Bradys Hot Springs, Churchill Counity. Il foo weighed about
10 pounds and was discovered by a dirt biker. The last is the
Majuba Meteorite found in the Majuba Placers just west of
Rye Patch Reservoir in Pershing County. The specimen
weighed about a pound and was discovered by Mr. Harold
McCormack of Carson Cily while prospecting for gold with a
metal deteclor. The first three were iron-nickel iypes, and Lhe
last was a stony-irnn type.

Johnson and Davis are especially interesied in localing a
10-inch “meteorite” oblained by Nevadan C. C. Boak in 1935
from the Rhyolite area. The Nevada State Museum was given

a large amount of mineral material collecied by Mr. Boak,
but thus far this ilem has not been discovered. Docenis and
volunteers are presently going through the museum’s min-
eral records in search of claimed Nevada meleorites.

Aboul nine years ago. this author’s son found a distinclive
rock on (op of Prison Hill in Carson City. We had it Jooked at
by a geologist with the Bureau of Land Management, who
thought it mighi be a meteorite. This is a small rock that eas-
ily fits in1o the palm of the hand. It seemed unusual in that it
had a smooth metallic appearance and seemed to be iron but
without rust (normally native iron exposed 1o air immedi-
alely begins 1o rust). It responded to a magnel and was unlike
other rocks found in the area. We donated it to the Nevada
State Museum as a sample of rare native iron where il is ex-
hibited as such. I guess the 1ime has arrived 10 delermine
whether it is of this ¢arth or not,

If you believe you have a Nevada meteorite, contact Art
Johnson at the Fleischmann Planetarium: (775) 784-4812;
David A. Davis al the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology
81:(775) 784-6691 ext 133; or Dorothy Nylen at the Nevada Stale
Museum: (775) 6874810 ext. 253.

The Docent File

By PEG COURTNEY
Docent Council Publicity Chairman

This montb I'd Jike (0 introduce vou (o the Nevada Stale
Museum Store (formerly known as the Gift Shop). Some people
think lhe store is hard fo find. hut just remember when you
come into the museum turn right, go through the Ghost Town,
turn right again and when you come o 8 stairway the slore is
at the top of the stairs on 1the second floor.

If you have never visited the slore 1 Ihink you are in for a
nice surprise. The slore carries a wonderful selection of Ne-
vada hislory books, educational books for children, histary
videos, jewelry, souvenirs and silver and bronze medallions,
plus many other goodies.

Since the 2000 millennium sijlver coin (made in the mo-
seum on the old coin press) was inlroduced the Museum Store
has been a very busy place. We are graleful lo have Eleanor
Phillips as the manager as well as the buyer. She is always
looking for new and interesiing ilems 1o add 1o the stock. The
Museum Siore is manned by volunteers—members of the
Docent Council.

If you would like 1o become a docent, call the museum at
687-4810 and they will pui you in touch with the Docent Mem-
bership Chairman. Each applicant must complete a period of
probationary service totaling forty (40) hours. The probation-
ary service must be compieiled in three months and include
at least twently (20) hours served in the Museum Store. There
are many interesting departments in the museum where the
applicant may serve the remoaining {wenty hours. If the ap-
plicant is nol already a member of I1he museum at the end of
the probationary period, he or she must pay the membership
fee and remain a member by paying the yearly museum dues.
A new member lo the council is required to allend the
monthly meetings and volunteer one hundred (100) hours
each year.
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Your Help Is Requested: Looking for Aliens

By DOROTHY NYLEN
NSM Exhibit Preparator 11
and
DAVID A. DAVIS
Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology

Art Johnson, Director of the Fleischmann Planetarium af
1he University of Nevada. Reno, and David A. Davis, Geologic
Information Specialist for the Nevada Burecau of Mines and
Geology also at the Universily of Nevada, Reno. are looking
for Nevada meteorites. Johnson reporis thai in over 20 years
with the planetarium. he has logked at thousands of possible
meteorites brought in by the public. To this date, however,
only four meteorites have been documented as being found
in Nevada. two during Johnson’s lenure. All four are on dis-
play at the Fleischmann Planelarium. Nevada is a very big
place, however, and there are surely many, many vundiscov-
ered meteorites wailing 1o be found. Thus, Johnson and Davis
conlinue 1o be quile interested in looking at any suspecied
rocks. They are also interested in Native American slories
about rocks and fire falting from the sky as well as historical
accounts.

Anfarclica is a greal place lo look for meteoriles, because
odds are if a rock is found sifting on top of ice and snow, il isa
meteorite. From samples collected and confirmed from Ant-
arctica. it js estimated that about 80 percent are slony male-
rial which may look a lot like common rocks found elsewhere
on earth. The olher roughly 20 percent are metallic, iron-
nickel-containing samples that are usually. though not always.
allracted by magnets. The bulk of the meteoriles found oul-
side Anlarclica, however, are of the metallic type, mainly be-
cause lhey fust look different and are uncommonly heavy.
Though much more common, the stony types tend to look like
any other rock and are therefore, much more easily over-
looked.,

Nevada’s four confirmed meteorites were found in various
parts of the state. The {irst is the Quinn Canyon Meleorife
found near the mouth of Quinn Canyon, Nye Counly. about
90 miles east of Tonopab in 1908. The specimen weighed over
a lon and was displayved in a Tonopah bank building uniil it
was bought by the Chicago Field Museum. This meteorite was
oblained on condition of long-term loan for display at the
Fleischmann Planetarium about ten years ago. The second is
the Quariz Mouatain Meleorite found under two feet of de-
iritus by a group of men clearing the way to dig a mine tun-
nel about five miles sovtheast of Quartz Mouniain, Nye
County. which is now on the Nellis Air Force Range. The speci-
men weighed about 10 pounds and was acquired by the Uni-
versily of Nevada shorily after i1s discovery. The third is the
Hot Springs Meleorite [ound Jess than 10 miles sovtheast of
Bradys Hot Springs, Churchill County. 1t too weighed about
10 pounds and was discovered by a dirt biker. The Jasi is the
Majuba Meteorite found in the Majuba Placers just west of
Rye Patch Reservoir in Pershing County. The specimen
weighed about a pound and was discovered by Mr. Harold
McCormack of Carson Cily while prospecting for gold with a
melal detecior. The first three were iron-nickel types, and the
Jast was a stony-iron type.

Johnson and Davis are especially interested in localing a
10-inch “meteorite” obtained by Nevadan C. C. Boak in 1935
from the Rhyolite area. The Nevada Slate Museum was given

a large amount of mineral malerial collecied by Mr. Boak,
but thus far this item has not been discovered. Docents and
volunteers are presently going through the museum’s min-
eral records in search of claimed Nevada meleorites.

About nine years ago, this author’s son found a distinctive
rock on top of Prison Hill in Carson Cily. We had it looked at
by a geologist with the Bureau of Land Management, who
thoughl it might be a meteorite. This is a small rock 1hat eas-
ily lils info the palm of the hand. [t seemed unuseval in that it
had a smoolh melallic appearance and seemed to be iron but
wilhout rust (normally paiive iron exposed 10 air immedi-
alely begins to rust). It responded 1o a magnet and was unlike
other rocks found in the area. We donated it to the Nevada
State Museum as a sample of rare native iron where il is ex-
hibited as such. I guess the fime has arrived 1o determine
whether il is of this ear(h or not.

If you believe you have a Nevada meteorite, contact Art
johnson af the Fleischmann Planetarium: (775) 784-4812;
David A. Davis at the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology
at:(775) 784-6691 ex1 133; or Dorothy Nylen at the Nevada Staie
Museum: (775) 887-4810 ext. 253.

The Docent File

By PEG COURTNEY
Docent Council Publicity Chairman

This month 1'd like 10 introduce you to the Nevada Stale
Museum Store (formerly known as the Gifi Shop). Some people
think the store is hard to find, but just remember when you
come into the museum furn right, go IThrough the Ghost Town,
turn righl again and when you came 1o a stairway the store is
al 1he top of the stairs on the second floor.

If you have never visited the store ] think you are in for a
nice surprise. The store carries a wonderful selection of Ne-
vada history books, eduvcational books for children, history
videaos, jewelry, souvenirs and silver and bronze medallions,
plus many other goodies.

Since the 2000 millennium silver coin (made in the mu-
seum on the old coin press) was introduced the Museum Store
has been a very busy place. We are graieful to have Eleanor
Phillips as the manager as well as the buyer. She is always
looking for new and interesting items to add 1o the stock. The
Museum Siore is manned by volunleers—members of the
Docent Council.

1f you would like 1o become a docent, call the museum al
687-4810 and they will pul you in touch with the Docent Mem-
bership Chairman. Each applicant musf complete a period of
probationary service lotaling forly (40) hours. The probation-
ary service must be completed in three months and include
at leasl lwenly (20) hours served in 1the Museum Store. There
are many inleresting departments in the museum where the
applicant may serve the remaining twenty hours. If the ap-
plicant is not already a member of the museum at the end of
the probationary period, he or she musi pay the membership
fee and remain a member by paying the yearly museum dues.
A new member to the council is required to attend the
monthly meetings and volunteer one hundred (100) hours
each year.
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TSR R Scenes From the Bucket
See Page One for the Story

Support Your
State Museum

Buy a membership for yourself
or a friend.

CATEGORIES
Q Student & Senior Citizen — $15.00 Looking north on Carson Street from opposite the
NSM Newsletter, 15% Museum Sltore discount, free admission to all Capitol Building. NDOT, please note the traffic and
Diviston of Museums and History facilities statevade, mnuitations 10 get the bypass built.
previews, receptons and other NSM sponsored events
v = i ,_p}; ]
O Regular — $25.00 55 2l BY
Regular and all of the following categones receive Hislorical Society AN e r 4 -
Quarterly, NSM Newsletler, 15% Museum Slore discounts, free admission k ’

to all Divisron of Museums and History lacilities stetewide, invitations to
previews. receptions and other NSM events

A Family — $35.00
O Sustaining — $50.00

A Contributing — $100.00

{ ooking down at the intersection from the same
0 Department Fellow — $250.00 location as the al:.)ove pho_to one sges what the
astronauts might see in a landing here.

O Patron — $500
O Benefactor — $1000.00

CORPORATE
O Regular — $250.00

O Sustaining — $500.00

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIPS will be awarded to
individuals or organizations that have made substantial

contributions to the department or one of its agencies. The Mint Building from aloft with Loftin Park
and the bank building on the right. Weather

that day shows above the buildings.

Name ... .. e R o e e
T e ) ) =
o %?ﬁ‘w
Address .. ..... . . .. - e 3 i A
Cey/StatelZip ... N - e -

Make checks payable to Nevada State Museum and mail to:
Nevada State Museum
500 N. Carson Street
Carson City, Nevada 89701

BECTLLEEELLUELECELRECELERTLELLREELELECELLCEGELELRtEEELEEELETY

NSM NEWSLETTER
NEVADA STATE MUSEUM NEWSLETTER 18 published brmonihly (he first of
Januacy, March, May. July, Seplember, and November by the NSM Docent Council

This 1ssue edited by Jack Gibson. Please address all communications to News- Vernon Maskussen, pilot of the “cherrry picker”,
leller, Nevada State Museum, 600 N Carson Slreel, Carson City, NV 89701 credited for not getting Scott Klette killed.
Prinled by Crealive Copies +, Carson City Read the Mewsleller on Ihe Internet;
dmia.clan Iib nv.usidocs/dmla/newsietters/mus.him —AIlf pholos are by Scott Klette, NSM Staff Photographer
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Sonny's Story: A Journalist's Memoir

Books in the Museum Store are also available by phone or
mai) from the Nevada State Museum. 600 N. Carson St., Car-
son City, NV 89701. Visa. MaslerCard. Discover and Am Ex
are accepted in telephone arders at (775) &87-3R10. Pnstage
and handling is $2.00 for each book ordered. Membership
discount of 15% applies.

Reviewed by MARION VOGLER
Nevada State Museum Docent

Typically, memoirs include moaning and groaning, copious
weeping. gnashing of teeth. and baring of fangs. Noi so in this
one. The mood is upbeal, lhe wriling crisp, and the slory as
immediately engagiog as the story of Everyman—whose siory
it is.

The news page format moves us rapidly Lhrough Rollan
Melton's extraordinarily focused and productive personal life
and professional career as journalist. editor of the Reno Ga-
zette-Journal, and then vice president of the Speidel newspa-
per group. He served as a vice president and direcior of Ganneti
before returning to the Gazelle-Journalas a columnist in 1978.

This is the story of “Sonny™ who survived a difficult and some-
times traumatic childhood to finally have the good fortune of
arriving In the right place at the right time—high school In
Fallon, NV. His after-school job with the Fallon Standard was
an Invitation into what would become his life’'s work. Team-
work in high school sporls, student friendships. and support
and encouragemeni from adulis now interested in seeing him
succeed provided the needed impetus to help him form goals
he once thought beyond his reach.

With the given that a good place 1o stari is al IThe beginning,
an even betier place 1o starl this memoir is al the end where
Melton summarizes his ltfe (family. friends, education, work)
within the framework of the five W's of newsroom reporling:
Who. What, When, Where, Why. This provides a rafionale for
reading the book.

Rollan Melton’s approach to his memoir is open and brave.
His energy and oplimism shine through. Rosalynn Carter
speaks for many others when she says (political comment
aside), “Rollie Melton is such a good person.1can't undersiand
why he’s not a Democral. Over the years [ have greatly de-
pended on him for information and help on many projecis.”

The book size and jackel design are appealing. The print is
comforiably large to read; there are many photos, personal and
professional; and the extensive Index reads like a Reno Who's
Who.

214 pages $24.95
o Mm@

AJ.LIEBLING A Reporter at Large
DATELINE: PYRAMID LAKE, NEVADA
Edited, With An Update, By ELMER R. RUSCO

In 1955, The New Yorker published a series of articles de-
scribing lengthy litigation resulting from the controversy over
rightful ownership of the Pyramid Lake Reservation Jands.
“The Lake of the Cui-ui Eaters™ essays in this one volume pro-
vide & comprehensive view of the dispute belween the Paiutes
and the non-Indian squatters. These squatters, who lived on
the land, claimed for themselves the few parcels that ¢could
be agriculturally productive with access to lake waler—that
body of waler that formed the heart of Pafuile cullure.

Liebling lived on a divorce ranch for six weeks in 1949. The
Pyramid Lake Guest Ranch at Sulcliff was on the reservation

itself which eventually exposed Liebling 10 the Pyramid Lake
dispute.

As a journalisi, Liebling records the history and intrigue
inherent in a dispnte hetween Painte Indians who want tn
keep what has always been theirs (and recognized as theirs
by the federal government) and the other side as represented
by Senalor McCarran. “There is {0 my taste no better reading
than the siraight record of a good hearing or irial. Accordingly,
in order (o foillow the junior Senator’s maneuverings, | wrote
to the Government Priniing Office for all the available prinied
records of the hearings on the McCarran Pyramid Lake bills,”
states Liebling. The documents themselves make fascinating
reading, and one can only marvel st McCarran's tenacily over
many years 10 establish a procedure for legalizing the acqui-
sifion of land belonging 1o Indians. He failed.

The ranch was owned by Harry and Joan Drackerl, and we
learn something of the histary of these divorce ranches as well
asamusing and amazing accounts of the residents of the Pyra-
mid Lake Guest Ranch during Liebling’s stay.

Tribal members frequented the Dracker!’'s bar, and Liebling
mel many Pyramid Lake Paiutes including Avery and Harry
Winnemuccs, descendanis of the Narthern Paiute Chief Win-
nemucca. The communities of Nixon and Wadsworih also fig-
ure in these essays.

Liebling’s reporting is precise and carefully informed which
furihers the delight and surprise of insights and perceptions
lhai are often hilarious. He is great fun to read.

Elmer R. Rusco’s Introduction gives necessary background
for the Pyramid Lake dispute as well as Liebling’s intent in
pursuing the topic. Rusco gives a sympatbetic assessment of
Pyramlid Lake's present and fulure needs. He has a scholarly
approach to Liebling’s essays as well as an appreciation for
the wilt throughout.

Included are photos of many of the persons named in the
essays. There are maps of the reservation and an excellent
reading list.

139 pages $21.95

HELP!

Please help us keep our mailing list up to date by reporting any
address change. Include an address label from the Newsletler.

Aftach Address Label Here

New Address:
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Mail to: Nevada State Museum

600 N. Carson Street, Carson City, NV 89701

i you sare moving intc an aparimenl. PLEASE INCLUDE THE APARTMENT
NUMBER. Mail will NOT be delivered to an apartment complex unless the
apartment number is included in the address.
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The 5/0(027_4 that bloom in the 5’”‘"’7 ce
“Find them in . . .

Desert Flowers * Flowers (a Golden Guide)
Sage Brush Country * Sierra Flower Finder
Desert Wild Flowers of North America

All available at the
Nevada State Museum Store

In addition: Flower Presses of all sizes
Children's Flower Coloring Books
Nevada Wildflower Jewelry
Wildftower Windows
and those lovely and educational puzzles . . .

STATE BIRDS AND FLOWERS

Nevada State Museum

600 N. Carson St. » Carson City, NV 89701 e (775) 687-4810
Musewm open daily 830 am - 4:30 pm * Museym Store open daily 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
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