
N
ew

sl
et

te
r 

of
 th

e 
N

ev
ad

a 
St

at
e 

M
us

eu
m

, C
ar

so
n 

C
ity

 
N

ev
ad

a 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f 

C
ul

tu
ra

l A
ff

ai
rs

 
Su

m
m

er
 2

00
9 

V
ol

. X
X

X
IX

, N
o.

 3
 

M
in

t E
d

iti
on

 

Museum Closed Three Days Per Week 
Due to budget reductions, the Nevada State Museum will be closed 
Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday beginning July 6, 2009.  The museum 
will be open from 8:30 am – 4:30 pm Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday.  New admission fees will also go into effect July 1: $6 
adults, $4 seniors, and free for members and persons under 18 years 
of  age.  For more information, contact the Museum Director at 
775/687-4810 ext. 226 or jbarmore@nevadaculture.org. 

The Department of Cultural Affairs, Nevada 
State Museum, and Friends of the Nevada 
State Museum honored former First Lady 
Dema Guinn by naming the museum’s 
beautiful new addition the Dema Guinn 
Concourse.  The official naming took place 
at a June 19 dedication ceremony.  The 
recently opened Concourse created a central 
admissions area at the museum, walkway 
between buildings, and space for exhibits 
and special events. 
 

Naming the Concourse after Dema Guinn 
recognizes her long-time support for 
heritage preservation and education.  One of 
her best known contributions began in 2000, 
while serving as Nevada’s First Lady.  She 
learned about the critical lack of funds for 
educational activities at the museum and the 
W.M. Keck Museum at the University of 
Nevada, Reno.  To address this need, she 
created a fundraiser at the Governor’s 
Mansion called the Tin Cup Tea and Chuck 
Wagon BBQ.  The annual celebration of 

Dedication of the  
Dema Guinn Concourse 

Nevada’s western heritage featured a BBQ, 
tours of the Governor’s Mansion, historic 
fashion exhibits, simulated gunfights, 
auctions, and western music.  The First Lady 
kept the ticket price low to optimize access 
for all people.  She opened up the mansion 
and grounds for the enjoyment of guests.  
People had the unusual opportunity for an 
up close and personal experience with the 
Governor and First Lady at a time of 
heightened security across the nation. 
 

The event, unique to Nevada,  became a 
treasured tradition enjoyed by thousands of 
guests over the years.  The Tin Cup Tea, 
combined with personal contributions from 
the Guinns, raised more than $460,000 for 
education programs, exhibits, and collections 
at the two museums. 
 

The Dema Guinn Concourse gives lasting 
recognition for Dema’s role in raising 
awareness and support for preserving and 
celebrating our state’s heritage.  

mailto:jbarmore@nevadaculture.org�
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Security Officer, 
Karen Giancontieri: 
Karen started in the 
custodial department 
and worked her way 
up to Security Officer, 
a position she has 
held for nearly four 
years.  Karen’s time at 
the museum totals 
over nine years.  
Karen is nothing less than a Master Chef 
and, along with Charmain Phillips, has been 
responsible for much of the elegant catering 
at museum events.  Karen is not likely to 
retire; she’s already signed up to volunteer 
in the Museum Store. 
 

Custodial Worker, Candice Bell: Candee 
has been “cleaning” at the museum for 
almost three years.  Without question, she’s 
a talented individual with a great sense of 
humor.  She won “Best of Show” at 
Western Nevada College’s Student Art 
Exhibit last year, is an avid photographer, 
and a practicing Martial Artist.  Although 
Candee’s position was not eliminated, she’s 
planning to continue her education in 
California. 

 

Life’s quests 
aren’t really 
about 
destinations, 
they’re about 
journeys.   
So, to all of our 
friends who are 
heading out, 
“May all your 
life’s journeys be 
on dirt roads.” 

Due to substantial state-wide budget 
cuts, the Nevada State Museum in 
Carson City is losing three dedicated 
long-term employees, and the currently 
vacant position of Exhibit Preparator 
will not be filled.  In addition, one more 
person has already tendered her 
resignation.  Based upon the cumulative 
experience of the people being 
eliminated, the museum will lose 
approximately 44 years of institutional 
knowledge.  The following Nevada State 
Museum employees are leaving the end 
of June: 
 

Museum Attendant, Sonja Gasper: 
Serving 21 years on the “front-lines” at 
the admissions desk, Sonja is considered 
by many to be the goodwill ambassador 
to all who venture inside, plus a walking 
encyclopedia of the Carson City Mint, 
the history of Carson City and Nevada, 
the museum in general, the State Capitol, 
and past political figures.  Technically, 
she’s the third senior staff member 
behind Bob Nylen and Scott Klette, but 
she actually started volunteering during 
Governor List’s administration.  Sonja 
will probably never retire; with her 
valuable skills, the tour guide companies 
have their eyes on her. 
 

Museum Carpenter/Maintenance 
Staff Member, Gene Corley: Offering 
over eleven years of dedicated service in 
general construction at the museum, 
Gene also maintained heating, air 
conditioning, and plumbing systems, and 
helped in exhibits.  In addition, he 
served as the museum’s Safety Officer 
and in many other areas of museum 
operation.  Gene recently accepted a job 
with State Buildings and Grounds. 

Museum Loses 
Valuable Staff  
Due to Budget Cuts 

Editor’s Note 
by Deborah Stevenson,  
Curator of Education 
 

In this issue, we’re forced to 
let go of our usual optimism 
and face the stark reality that 
our beloved museum and 
staff are experiencing a “dark 
night of the soul.”   The 
cutbacks in hours and 
services are indeed 
devastating.  We have yet to 
understand the full impact.  
Still, we look forward to a 
successful coin show in 
August and another round of 
stimulating tour guide 
training in September.  We 
continue to celebrate the 
200th anniversary of 
Lincoln’s birth, the 
centennial of the Governor’s 
Mansion, the dedication of 
the Dema Guinn Concourse, 
and the wonderful 
collaboration with France in 
regard to the Merci Train 
project.  Devoted volunteers 
are making remarkable 
contributions to all areas of 
museum operation.  In these 
tough times, we get by with a 
lot of help from our Friends. 
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Message from the  
Museum Director 
by Jim Barmore 
 

Due to the continuing sluggish economy, the 
museum has suspended one of its annual 
fundraisers, the Tin Cup Tea and Chuck Wagon 
BBQ held at the Governor’s Mansion. 
 

For the past nine years, the Tin Cup Tea has 
served as a major fundraiser, supporting  
exhibits, education programs, and collections.  
Last year the event experienced significant 
declines in corporate sponsors, donations, 
auction sales, and attendance.  This occurred in 
spite of considerable efforts by staff and Friends 
of the Nevada State Museum volunteers.  
Economic circumstances are even more 
challenging this year. 
 

To make up for lost revenue, the museum plans 
to take advantage of new fundraising 
opportunities now available onsite.  The museum 
recently completed extensive remodeling of 
existing facilities and just opened the new 4,000 
square-foot Dema Guinn Concourse.  The 
Concourse offers exceptional space for new 
fundraising events.  The facility enhances existing 
fundraisers, such as the Carson City Mint Coin 
Show, coming up August 21 and 22. 
 

Businesses, organizations, and individuals may 
reserve the Concourse, adjacent auditorium, or 
entire museum complex for receptions, meetings, 
and special events.  The museum also offers 
Corporate Memberships, which include use of 
the Concourse and remodeled facilities, custom 
“CC” medallions minted on Coin Press No. 1, 
and other benefits.  In addition to raising 
revenue, these new onsite fundraisers draw 
audiences to the museum.  Contact the Museum 
Director for more information at 775/687-4810 
ext. 226 or jbarmore@nevadaculture.org. 
 

Former First Lady Dema Guinn established the 
Tin Cup Tea in 2000 to raise funds for the 
Nevada State Museum, the museum’s Marjorie 
Russell Clothing and Textile Research Center, 
and the W.M. Keck Museum at the University of 
Nevada Reno.  The annual celebration of 
Nevada’s western heritage featured a BBQ, tours 
of the Governor’s Mansion, historic fashion 
exhibits, auctions, and western music.  Since the 
beginning, the event has raised over $460,000 for 
preserving Nevada’s heritage and educating 
residents, tourists, and school children. 

Tour Guide Training 
Offers Knowledge 
and Inspiration 
 

A colorful array of programs, ranging from Comstock history to 
rock art and nature writing, promises to stimulate and inspire 
volunteers at the Nevada State Museum’s Fall Tour Guide 
Training.  Experts in Nevada history, Native American culture, 
and plants and animals of the Great Basin, present an outstanding 
series of lectures, slide presentations, creative projects, and 
discussions.  The four-day training, including practice tours, runs 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm, September 9-10 and 16-17, 2009. 
 

All current and new tour guide volunteers are encouraged to attend 
all four days of training.  To receive a copy of the complete 
agenda, register with Deborah Stevenson, Curator of Education, at 
775/687-4810, ext. 237 or dstevenson@nevadaculture.org.  No 
prior experience is necessary; all materials are provided free of 
charge. 
 

From July 2008 – June 2009 volunteer tour guides donated over 
5,000 hours in the Education Program, offering tours and 
programs to approximately 15,000 persons.  This is an increase of 
14% over the previous year.  Despite the challenges of museum 
construction, budgetary constraints, and school bussing issues, 
devoted museum volunteers provided quality learning experiences 
to thousands of school children and adults.  Why not join this 
team of dedicated, caring individuals and support your community 
museum?  For more information on Friends of the Nevada State 
Museum, contact the Membership Chair, Cliff Dunseth at 
cdunseth@hotmail.com. 

Thank You! 
When one of our 

ornamental plum trees 
suffered severe frost 
damage and died, 

Custodial Supervisor (and 
unofficial groundskeeper) 

Rich Parker (left), wanted to 
replace it.  Facing cuts 

across the board, the 
museum did not have the 

funds.  Determined, Rich 
contacted David Ruf (right), 

owner of the Greenhouse 
Garden Center, who 

enthusiastically donated a 
beautiful replacement tree 

(center) to NSM.  We 
heartily thank him for his 

kind donation!  

mailto:jbarmore@nevadaculture.org�
mailto:cdunseth@hotmail.com�
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Sweet & Creepy 
by Jeanette McGregor, Exhibits Preparator 
 

“That’s in our museum?”   
I’ve always thought our Amelia Earhart doll was just plain cool.  Standing at a 
good two feet tall, she looks you in the eye with a twinkle in hers.  Her slightly 
crooked smile hints at a perverse sense of humor and tells you (as Museum 
Director Jim Barmore put it), “she’s up to something!”  I knew when I chose her 
as the subject for one of our new banners, that she would get some attention.  
Enlarged to over 14 times actual size, Amelia gazes out and down the Dema 
Guinn Concourse and almost dares you to try and find her.  If you haven’t 
noticed her in the galleries yet, I invite you to find her too. 
 

There are many artifacts and specimens in this great museum complex that I have 
the privilege of studying closely.  Focus on any one of them and you will find 
some amazing connection, or detail, or inspiration.  It turns out that in 1931, 
Amelia Earhart flew an Autogiro over the entire Lincoln Highway with stops in 
Wendover, Elko, Battle Mountain, Toy, Lovelock, and Reno.  She is a solid 
symbol of women’s equality to this day, and I’ve heard that she even makes an 
appearance in the newest Night at the Museum movie. 
 

Every artifact and specimen in this museum has a story, and Amelia’s is just one 
example of thousands.  Take a closer look, and you will find one that is sweet, 
creepy, distinctive, disconcerting, rare, mysterious, or even....all of the above. 

Businesses, organizations, and individuals now 
have the opportunity to reserve the Dema 
Guinn Concourse or the entire museum for 
their own special occasions.  The historic 
museum setting, coupled with the stunning 
architecture of the Concourse, adds distinction 
to any event.  Select from a variety of spaces to 
suit your occasion.  The one-of-a-kind glass and 
steel Concourse is available for receptions.  The 
remodeled Woodrow W. Loftin Park offers 
lovely views of the historic Carson City Mint, a 
plaza in the shape of Nevada, and new 
landscaping featuring native plants.  The 
auditorium provides an elegant meeting space, 
overlooking the Concourse.  While enjoying 
your special event, guests may also view the 
museum’s exceptional exhibits or tour the mint.  
The park and meeting room are available for 
daytime use.  All other locations are offered in 
the evenings. 
 

Nowhere else will you find such a unique and 
distinguished venue.  Your fee for using 
museum facilities directly supports exhibits, 
education programs, and collections.  For more 
information and costs, contact the museum’s 
Facility Use Coordinator at 775/687-4810 ext. 
222 or hpayson@nevadaculture.org. 

Concourse  
Adds Distinction  
to Your Event! 

mailto:hpayson@nevadaculture.org�
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Fabulous raffle prizes are 
the highlight of the 2009 
show, adding excitement to 
the event and providing 
important revenue to 
support museum programs 
and exhibits.  The following 
prizes, representing the 
highest overall value to date 
for any CC Mint Coin 
show, are on display in the 
Concourse: 
 

Grand Prize: 1876 twenty-
dollar “CC” gold coin, type 
2, graded VF25 by PCGS 
(value: $2,000, donated by 
Northern Nevada Coin).  
 

1ST Prize: One-of-a-Kind Lincoln Commemorative Set includes 
medallions minted on Coin Press No. 1, U.S. Mint Lincoln 
Commemorative Silver Dollar Proof minted in Philadelphia, 
donated by Robert Nylen, NSM Curator of History, framed 
with a print of Abraham Lincoln’s portrait by painter Lynne 
Millman Weidinger, entitled Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory, plus 
the official logo of endorsement from the Lincoln 
Bicentennial Commission (value: $1,200).  
 

Other prizes include: 
 

1882 Carson City Silver Dollar PCGS certified MS-65 (value: 
$525, donated by Art McBride Rare Coins). 
 

A set of three “CC” Morgan Dollars, one per decade, graded 
fine (value: $300, donated by Downtown Coins).  
 

1882 “CC,” VAM 3B, ANACS holder, MS-63 PL (value: 
$300, donated by Vams and More, Inc.). 
 

Man’s Walking Eagle Coin Watch (value: $295, from Nevada 
State Museum Store)  
Woman’s Indian Princess Coin Watch (value: $260, from 
Nevada State Museum Store).   
 

The coin show creates a great opportunity for the whole 
family to connect with the history of the Carson City Mint 
and its ties to the mining heritage of the Comstock.  
Admission: $6 for adults, $4 for seniors, and free for 
members and persons under 18; fee includes the coin show 
and all exhibits.  Raffle tickets are $1 each or six for $5.  For 
more information or to purchase raffle tickets, contact the 
Coin Show Coordinator at 775/687-4810, ext 237 or 
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org. 

The 2009 Carson City Mint Coin Show promises to be the 
best coin show ever!  The event runs 8:30 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday and Saturday, August 21-22.  Thirty dealers share 
their expertise and offer free appraisals.  Coin Press No. 1 
operates both days; Lincoln Commemorative Medallions 
are available in both silver and copper.   
 

Visitors can relax in the newly restored Loftin Park, pan 
for gold, purchase food and beverages outside the Dema 
Guinn Concourse, and listen to a jazz combo.  Sales 
support Friends of the Nevada State Museum (NSM).  
Friends of NSM are serving hot dogs, chips, coffee, sodas, 
iced tea, and juice, along with cookies and cheese sticks.  
Volunteers from the Friends also manage the gold 
panning and children’s activities, and they serve as 
greeters, tour guides, information specialists, and museum 
store attendants. 
 

The CC Mint Coin Show is the only coin show in the 
country held in an historic mint.  The U.S. Branch Mint in 
Carson City, Nevada, began operations in January of 1870.  
During a span of twenty-three years, the CC Mint 
produced nearly $50 million face value in gold and silver 
coins.  Collectors covet many of the dates for their 
extraordinary rarity. 

Volunteer Contributions Enhance 
Carson City Mint Coin Show 



The Nevada State Museum in Carson 
City is an agency of the Division of 
Museums and History within the 
Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs.  
The museum engages diverse 
audiences in understanding and 
celebrating Nevada’s natural and 
cultural heritage. 
 

State of Nevada 
Jim Gibbons 
Governor 
 

Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs 
Michael E. Fischer 
Department Director 
 

Division of Museums and History 
Peter Barton 
Acting Division Administrator 
 

Nevada State Museum 
Jim Barmore 
Museum Director 
 

The Friends of the Nevada State 
Museum, a 501(c)(3) private nonprofit 
organization, supports the museum 
through volunteer assistance, 
fundraising, and advocacy.  For 
information contact Bonnie Rieckhoff, 
Chair at 775/841-2108. 
 

The Nevada State Museum publishes 
the Mint Edition newsletter in 
collaboration with the Friends of the 
Nevada State Museum for the purpose 
of highlighting museum exhibits, 
education programs, special events, 
and collection activities. The 
publication is available on a quarterly 
basis in January, April, July, and 
October in print or online at 
www.nevadaculture.org.  Museum 
members receive the Mint Edition as a 
benefit of membership. 
 

Newsletter staff: Deborah Stevenson, 
Editor; Jeanette McGregor, Design; 
and Holly Payson, Production. 
 

Please address all newsletter 
communications to: 
 

Deborah Stevenson 
Nevada State Museum 
600 North Carson Street 
Carson City, Nevada 89701-4004 
775/687-4810 ext. 237 
Fax 775/687-4168 
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org 
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www.nevadaculture.org    

the Train de la Reconnaissance.  Sixty years 
later, Bob was able to see the soldiers 
for the first time and is looking forward 
to re-connecting with Marcel this 
summer in the south of France. 
 

Veronique Chacon-Guyot and Aurelie 
Delaissez Forstall, local French natives, 
translated French letters and notes 
associated with the gifts for the TV 
cameras.  They added valuable personal 
knowledge, providing background for 
many of the gifts and their meanings. 
 

Channel Four aired their piece on April 
22.  The French program aired on May 
8th.  You can view it by selecting 
Chapter 13 after you click on this 
site: http://videos.tf1.fr/jt-13h/le-13-
heures-du-8-mai-2009-4406422.html 
 

Currently, the restored boxcar lives at 
the NSRM along with a small exhibit of 
the gifts, while the bulk of the collection 
resides at the Nevada State Museum.  A 
website is currently being developed 
with funding from a grant by Nevada 
Humanities. 

by Mary Works Covington,   
Research Associate 
 

April 20th proved to be an exciting day 
at the museum and the Nevada State 
Railroad Museum (NSRM).  A French 
film crew led by Mr. Guillaume Debre of 
TF1 (Television Francais Channel 1) and 
local Channel 4 news crew led by Shelley 
Kudelka were on hand to film short 
programs on the Merci Boxcar.  They 
filmed the boxcar being patiently hand-
pushed by Wendell Huffman, Chris 
DeWitt, Lee Hobold, Brian Sheldon, and 
Rick Stiver out of the railroad equipment 
storage building at NSRM…multiple 
times for multiple takes by two film 
crews!  Reno writer Neal Cobb was 
interviewed about his recollection of 
seeing the Merci Boxcar arrive in 
February of 1949. 
 

Back in the NSM History office Bob 
Morrill was the focus of filming as he 
recalled exchanging letters with ten year 
old Marcel Leandri in Marseilles, 
France.  Marcel had generously sent his 
prize toy soldier band to America aboard 

Filming in 
the NSM 
Bretzlaff 
History 
Resource 
Center 

NSM Welcomes 
French Film Crew 
and Channel 4 

http://videos.tf1.fr/jt-13h/le-13-heures-du-8-mai-2009-4406422.html�
http://videos.tf1.fr/jt-13h/le-13-heures-du-8-mai-2009-4406422.html�
http://videos.tf1.fr/jt-13h/le-13-heures-du-8-mai-2009-4406422.html�
http://videos.tf1.fr/jt-13h/le-13-heures-du-8-mai-2009-4406422.html�
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Contact the 
Museum 
 

775/687-4810 
Fax 775/687-4168 
www.nevadaculture.org 
 

Jim Barmore,  
Museum Director, ext. 226 
jbarmore@nevadaculture.org 

George Baumgardner,  
Curator of Natural History, ext. 236 
gbaumgardner@nevadaculture.org 

Carol Edling,  
Accountant, ext. 224 
cedling@nevadaculture.org 

Ray Geiser,  
Exhibits Manager, ext. 252 
rgeiser@nevadaculture.org 

Eugene M. Hattori,  
Curator of Anthropology, ext. 230  
ehattor@nevadaculture.org 

Scott Klette,  
Facilities Supervisor, ext. 232 
sklette@nevadaculture.org 

Jan Loverin, Curator of Clothing 
and Textiles, 687-6173   
jloverin@nevadaculture.org 

Sue Ann Monteleone,  
Registrar, ext. 240  
sueann.monteleone@nevadaculture.org 

Robert Nylen,  
Curator of History, ext. 239 
rnylen@nevadaculture.org 

Holly Payson,  
Membership and Facility Use 
Coordinator, ext. 222 
hpayson@nevadaculture.org 

Charmain Phillips,  
Museum Store Manager, ext. 244  
charmain@nevadaculture.org 

Deborah Stevenson,  
Curator of Education, ext. 237  
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org 

Indian Hills Curatorial Center  
775/687-3002 
Marjorie Russell Clothing and Textile 
Research Center  
775/687-6173 
Anthropology Resource Center  
775/687-4810, ext. 229 
Bretzlaff History Resource Center  
775/687-4810, ext. 239 or 240 
Natural History Resource Center  
775/687-4810, ext. 236 

opening of the mansion on January 1, 
1910.  The gown, positioned on the grand 
staircase, was the highlight of the Pink 
Tea.  In 2002, Mrs. Dickerson’s 

granddaughters, 
Keni McKenzie, 
Carol Dickerson, 
and Judy Bogich, 
donated the gown 
to the museum in 
memory of Norinne 
Dickerson Buck.   
The Dickerson’s 
had eight children, 
including a set of 
twins.  Mrs. 
Dickerson was the 
only first lady to 
give birth to a child 
while living in the 
mansion.  Her 
daughter, June, was 
born on September 
2, 1909. 
 

The Mansion will 
hold an official 
celebration of its 

100th anniversary on September 12, 2009.  
Mansion historian, Jack Harpster will 
speak on the history of the mansion for 
the museum’s Frances Humphrey’s 
lecture series on September 24, 2009. 

by Jan Loverin,  
Curator of Clothing and Textiles 
 

2009 marks the 100th anniversary of the 
opening of Nevada’s Governor’s Mansion.  
In honor of the 
centennial, the 
Nevada Women’s 
History Project 
(NWHP) hosted a 
Pink Tea at the 
Mansion on May 9.  
Many of the NWHP 
members dressed in 
costume, some 
portraying historical 
figures such as 
former Nevada First 
Ladies. 
 

Over a period of 
years, the museum 
acquired 14 of 
Nevada’s First 
Ladies’ Gowns.  
These beautiful 
dresses and 
accessories are 
stored at the 
Marjorie Russell Clothing and Textile 
Research Center and displayed periodically 
at various locations.  For the Pink Tea, 
museum staff exhibited the gown First 
Lady Una Reilly Dickerson wore to the 

Pink Tea Showcases  
Una Dickerson’s Gown 
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Carson City, NV 

Visit the Museum 
 

Open 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Wednesday through Saturday 
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
and New Years 
 

Adults              $6.00 
Seniors (65+)             $4.00 
Children (under 18)         Free 
Members               Free 

Nevada State Museum 
600 North Carson Street 
Carson City, Nevada 
89701-4004 
 

Phone: 775/687-4810 
Fax:      775/687-4168 
 

www.nevadaculture.org 

COMING SOON! 

In late August, 
The Nevada State Museum Store Presents: 

“The Book Nook” 
Featuring titles by some of our well known local authors:  

Patty Cafferata, Charles Convis, Marshall Fey, Ron & Susan James, 
Paul & Robert Laxalt, Ron Moreno, Stan Paher, Robert Stewart, 

David Toll, Jack Walters, Dixie Westergard, and Sally Zanjani.  
Also 

“The Store Expansion” 
Featuring new display cases in the Dema Guinn Concourse  
and new items in the store.  Be sure to stop in and browse!  

600 N. Carson Street  
Carson City, Nevada 89701 
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