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While field sketching has evolved into a fine art by talented 
naturalists such as Sharon Schafer, even folks who “can’t draw a 
straight line” can increase their powers of observation and joyfully 
connect to the natural world through sketching. Schafer’s skills 
developed over many years while working as a river guide, naturalist, 
and illustrator for agencies such as the National Park Service, Bureau 
of Land Management, and State Parks. She researched, designed, and 
implemented an exhibit called The Art of Nature: Images from the 
Wildlands of Nevada, on display at the Nevada State Museum in 
Carson City in 2009. Sharon’s excellence as a wildlife painter 
has been recognized by both the international Society 
of Animal Artists and Artists for Conservation. 

Mint Edition 

by Deborah Stevenson, Curator of Education 

Wild About  
Nature:  
Field Sketching 
with Artist  
Sharon Schafer Above title bar: Detail of Deer Mouse by Sharon Schafer. 

Left: Drawing of Desert Trumpet by Sharon Schafer. 
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Good illustration starts with careful observation and 
the ability to simplify. Artists such as Schafer discover and 
explore the relationships among color, pattern, texture, line, and 
spatial orientation. The key is knowing what to leave in and what to leave 
out. Just as the explorer John C. Frémont and his artist/cartographer, Charles 

Preuss, recorded their discoveries of 
the natural world in journals, museum visitors 
can learn to fall in love with nature through field 
sketching and journaling. June 26-29, Schafer 
will share her drawing secrets and knowledge 
of the history of nature journaling through a 
series of programs and hands-on workshops 
for both children and adults. 

UPCOMING LECTURE 
WHAT: Frances Humphrey Lecture Series: 
Frémont: Finding the Path, Chautauqua 
presentation depicting John C. Frémont 
by actor Alastair Morley Jaques.  

WHEN: Thursday, July 24, 2014  
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm Early arrival recommended; 
doors open at 6:00 pm 

ADMISSION: $8 adults, children 17 and 
under & museum members are FREE. 

CONTACT: Deborah Stevenson:     
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org 

Wild About Nature 
 June 26, 6:30 – 8:00 pm: Frances 

Humphrey Lecture Series: The History of 
Nature Journaling Doors open at 6 pm; 
regular admission fee. 

 June 28, 10:00 – 3:00 pm: Family Fun 
Saturday: Nature Journaling, ages 8 and 
up; 30 minute sessions with activities in art 
and science; choose your time slot; 
tickets available starting at 9 am;   
regular admission fee. 

 June 29, 10:00 – 3:00 pm: Field Sketching 
for adults. Advanced registration 
required by June 25. Class size is limited 
to 12 persons; $35 fee includes materials. 

To register for the adult class or learn more, visit 
our website: museums.nevadaculture.org or 
contact: dstevenson@nevadaculture.org or  
775-687-4810, ext. 237 

Left: Ava Covington spends some time 
sketching plants in the Frémont exhibit. 

Above right: Great horned owl sketch by 
Sharon Schafer. 
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If you’ve ever watched a child discovering 
nature for the first time, it can be quite a 
refreshing experience. The crystalline beauty 
and texture of snow, a frog croaking in the 
meadow, or a wisp of dandelion fluff floating in 
the breeze can inspire awe in a youngster or the 
young at heart. I imagine that John C. Frémont 
and his team of explorers must have 
experienced moments of boyish delight away 

from the tumult and 
clamor of cities. 

One can picture 
the tireless 

Frémont, after 
a long day in 

the saddle, 

gazing at the moons of Jupiter 
with his telescope. Was he a 
madman or simply mad about the 
night sky? John Torrey the botanist 
must have been giddy with each new 
species carefully pressed and packed 
onto mules. Even the temperamental 
artist, Charles Preuss, must have been 
swept away by the golden cliff light 
reflected in still waters.   

Well trained in navigation, science, and 
mathematics, Frémont certainly knew 
how to observe the stars as a tool to find 
his way. But he was far more than a 
scientist. He was an idealist and a 
dreamer. Perhaps it was this trait, coupled 
with his charisma, that attracted the 
beautiful, and equally headstrong, Jessie 
Benton to be his lifelong partner and 
supporter. These two romantics appeared 
to be equally fearless in the face of both 
adventure and peril.  

The exhibit Finding Frémont: Pathfinder of the 
West entices one to get curious about John 
C. Frémont. Who was this man? Can we 
really understand his complex personality 
and the turbulent time in which he lived? 

Frémont Scholars Unite  
for Two-Day Event, July 25-26 

by Deborah Stevenson, Curator of Education 

O 



Why did he insist on dragging a mountain 
howitzer on such a long journey whose 
mission was to peaceably map the West? To 
learn more about the routes Frémont and his 
team traveled, including archaeological 
evidence along the way, and better 
understand the personalities of Frémont’s 
team and other Western explorers, plan to 
attend the John C. Frémont Symposium, July 25-
26. Renowned writers, scholars, historians, 
and cannon lovers will unite for two days of 

refreshing discussion and fun. Who 
knows? You might even solve the 

mystery of Frémont’s “lost cannon.” 

The registration fee for the full 
symposium is $100, which 
includes morning refreshments, 
Friday Dutch oven lunch, and 
Saturday dinner and 
entertainment in the Nevada 
Room of the Governor’s 
Mansion. There is an option to 
attend just the Saturday evening 
event only for $40.  

Left: The Nevada State Museum’s 1835 
mountain howitzer is believed by many 
to be the cannon Frémont abandoned 
in the snows of the Sierra Nevada on 
January 29, 1844. 
 

Right: This beautiful ceremonial sword 
was presented to Fremont, honoring 
him for his 1843-44 expedition. Look for 
it in the Frémont exhibit, on loan from 
the Arizona Historical Society. 

For symposium information visit our website: 
museums.nevadaculture.org  or  

click here for the agenda.  

Feel free to contact me: 
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org  
if you have questions.  
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Green Valley Christian 
School students enjoy the 
exhibit, Finding Frémont: 
Pathfinder of the West. 
 

Schools are requesting 
this changing exhibit 
more than any previous 
one because it fits so 
perfectly with fourth 
grade curriculum.  

Volunteer Laura Gibson visited Bordewich-Bray Elementary with 
the museum’s educational program Bats: Night Flyers of the Skies. 

UPCOMING... 
WHAT:    
Cowboy Poetry: 
"The Pride 'N' Spirit 
O' Nevada" by 
Tony Argento 

WHEN: Thursday, 
August 28, 2014  
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm  
Early arrival 
recommended;  
doors open at 6:00 pm 

ADMISSION: $8 adults, children 17 and 
under & museum members are FREE. 

CONTACT: Deborah Stevenson:    
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org 

Through outreach and museum 
tours, education volunteers have 
contributed more than 5,000 hours 
since July - a record! Their 
devoted service makes a huge 
difference in the lives of school 
children and the community. 

Thank-you 
letters from 
students confirm 
the wonderful 
experience they 
had on their 
museum or 
Capitol tour. 
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Carson City Mint  
COIN SHOW AND FAIR 
August 22-23 
The Carson City Mint Coin Show & Fair is 
scheduled for August 22-23, 2014. The 
show and fair are one event and will take 
place concurrently. The coin show will 
locate across the street in the Carson 
Nugget Ballroom, 507 N. Carson Street, 
and the coin education fair will occur at the 
museum, 600 N. Carson Street. While 
visiting the museum, be sure to see our 
feature exhibit, Finding Frémont: Pathfinder 
of the West. 

The event will host 28 dealers, offering 
numismatic expertise, free appraisals, raffle 
prizes, and coin sales at the Nugget. Come 
to the education fair for lectures, 
presentations, and kid's activities; learn 
about the history and mysteries of the 
Carson City Mint, Civil War Tokens, 

Strike it rich! Or, at least, feel like it when you 
pan for gold or find that one coin you need 
for your collection. 

Grandma’s Trunk is always a favorite - 
volunteer Woody Davis shares how common 
objects from the 1800s actually work. 
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Volunteer Margee McCafferty helps kids put 
together a model of square set timbering, 
an important invention of the Comstock era. 

Be sure to visit the museum store, purchase 
a raffle ticket, and buy something yummy at 
the Friends of the Nevada State Museum’s 
food booth.  

ancient coins, coin grading, and more. See Coin 
Press No. 1 in action and purchase your 
commemorative medallions! 

Special 1/2 price admission of $4 gets you into 
both locations for one day; kids and museum 
members are always free. Hours: 9:30 am - 4:30 
pm Friday and 9:30 am - 4 pm Saturday.  

Over $3,000 in raffle prizes so far, with more 
prizes coming in every day! Raffle tickets now 
on sale for the Grand Prize custom, one-of-a-
kind knife ($1,000 value) donated by John and 
Becky Etten and designed by Master Navajo 
Silversmith David Yellowhorse for the Carson 

City Mint Coin Show 
and Fair. Tickets are     
$1 each or six for $5 –
available at the 
admissions desk or by 
mail (minimum $10 
order). Drawings held 
throughout the day 
both Friday and 
Saturday, August 22-23. 
Grand Prize Drawing: 
3 pm Saturday. 

 

2014 Coin Show/Fair  
Major Contributors 
Gold Sponsor:  
Carson Nugget 

Silver Sponsors:  
Nevada Magazine, Numismatist 
Magazine, Nevada Appeal, 
Reno Gazette Journal, Vams 
and More, Northern Nevada 
Coin, Downtown Coin Club, and 
Comstock Mining Company  

Sponsors:  
Camelot Party Rentals, Reno 
Coin Club, S&T Coins, Bruce 
Braga Rare Coins, and Friends of 
the Nevada State Museum 

Event Partner:  
Downtown Coin Club 

For raffle tickets or more info contact:  
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org  
or call 775/687-4810, ext. 237. 
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775/687-4810 
Fax 775/687-4168 
www.nevadaculture.org 
 
Jim Barmore,  
Museum Director, ext. 226 
jbarmore@nevadaculture.org 
 
George Baumgardner,  
Curator of Natural History, ext. 236 
gbaumgardner@nevadaculture.org 
 
Ray Geiser,  
Exhibits Manager, ext. 252 
rgeiser@nevadaculture.org 
 
Eugene M. Hattori,  
Curator of Anthropology, ext. 230  
ghattori@nevadaculture.org 
 
Rich Parker,  
Facility Supervisor, ext. 254 
richard.parker@nevadaculture.org 
 
Jan Loverin,  
Curator of Clothing and Textiles,  
687-6173  jloverin@nevadaculture.org 
 
Sue Ann Monteleone,  
Registrar, ext. 240  
sueann.monteleone@nevadaculture.org 
 
Robert Nylen,  
Curator of History, ext. 239 
rnylen@nevadaculture.org 
 
Holly Payson,  
Membership, ext. 222 
hpayson@nevadaculture.org 
 
Charmain Phillips,  
Museum Store Manager and  
Facility Use Coordinator, ext. 244  
charmain@nevadaculture.org 
 
Deborah Stevenson,  
Curator of Education, ext. 237  
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org 
 
Indian Hills Curatorial Center  
775/687-3002 
Marjorie Russell Clothing and Textile 
Research Center  
775/687-6173 
Anthropology Resource Center  
775/687-4810, ext. 229 
Bretzlaff History Resource Center  
775/687-4810, ext. 239 or 240 
Natural History Resource Center  
775/687-4810, ext. 236 
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Visit the Museum 
 

600 North Carson Street 
Carson City, Nevada 89701-4004 
 

Open 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Tuesday through Sunday 
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years 
 

Members               Free 
Children (17 & under )     Free 
Adults              $ 8.00 

Memberships: $20 senior 
  $35 individual 
  $60 family 

face
book 

The Nevada State Museum in 
Carson City is an agency of the 
Division of Museums and History 
within the Nevada Department  
of Tourism & Cultural Affairs.          
The museum engages diverse 
audiences in understanding and 
celebrating Nevada’s natural 
and cultural heritage. 
 

State of Nevada 
Brian Sandoval 
Governor 
 

Nevada Department of  
Tourism & Cultural Affairs 
Claudia Vecchio 
Department Director 

 
Division of Museums and History 
Peter Barton 
Division Administrator 
 
Nevada State Museum 
Jim Barmore 
Museum Director 
 
The Friends of the Nevada State 
Museum, a 501(c)(3) private 
nonprofit organization, supports 
the museum through volunteer 
assistance, fundraising, and 
advocacy.  For information 
contact Tina Davis-Hersey, Chair 
at 775/671-2364. 

 
The Nevada State Museum 
publishes the Mint Edition 
newsletter for the purpose of 
highlighting museum exhibits, 
education programs, special 
events, and collection activities.  
 
The publication is  
available online at 
www.nevadaculture.org.   
 
Museum members receive the 
Mint Edition as a benefit of 
membership if they provide an 
email address. 
 

 
Newsletter staff:  
Deborah Stevenson, Editor 
Jeanette McGregor, Design 
 
Please address all newsletter 
communications to: 
 
Deborah Stevenson 
Nevada State Museum 
600 North Carson Street 
Carson City, Nevada 89701-4004 
775/687-4810 ext. 237 
Fax 775/687-4168 
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org 

Purchase authentic beaded American 
Indian moccasins and accessories at a 

very reasonable price. These items 
were generously donated to support 
the Museum Store. Limited quantity! 

NV 
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