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Who was John C. Frémont? To some he

was a villain. Others see him as a hero

Above title bar: Detail of Pyramid Lake by Loren Irving.
Irving’s beautiful photography of Frémont’'s camp sites is
featured in Finding Frémont: A Photographer’s Journey, an
exhibif running concurrently with and complementing
Finding Frémont: Pathfinder of the West.

and pioneer of Manifest

Destiny who opened the West OP

to settlement. Discover the ‘an

legendary figure and discern his

Above: A peek at Frémont's presidential campaign flag.

character for yourself by exploring
the Nevada State Museum’s

IN THIS ISSUE:

Finding Frémont Opens January 29

sesquicentennial exhibit, Finding Frémont:
Pathfinder of the West. Join staff, volunteers,
community partners, and sponsors at a

—_

free opening reception, 5:00 — 7:30 pm, 2. Upcoming Frances Humphreys Lectures
January 29, 2014. Enjoy refreshments, 3. Frémont Symposium Planned for July
music by Carson City Symphony’s Silver 3. Reflections on Frémont
Strings quartet, songs by students of 4. Family Fun Saturdays are Back!
Frémont Elementary School, and ]
. . 5. French Fashion Plates

presentations by officials of the Bureau '
of Land Management and U.S. Forest 6. Ihree Sets of Family Treasures
Service, key sponsors of the exhibition. 7. Museum Curator Helps Bats and People
Whether your interest i hy and i ining i i

ether you n e e§ s geography an Above: General John Charles Frémont. 1857. 9. Tour Guide Training is Fun and Educational
maps, botany, historic firearms, or the Oil on canvas, 36 x 29 1/8in. (1.4 x 74 cm). By 10. A Donation to the Museum Store
fascination of Western exploration, this Charles Loring Elliott (American, 1812-1868). .

Brooklyn Museum, Carll H. de Silver Fund, 20.666 10. Contact the Museum & Hours of Operation

exhibit offers something for everyonel!



IF YOU GO:

WHAT: Frances Humphrey Lecture Series:
The Nevada Discovery Ride: Pioneering in the
Modern Age by Samantha

Szesciorka, Assistant Curator of the Wilbur D.
May Museum. Experience the hidden beauty
of the Silver State, following Samantha's 450
mile backcountry journey on horseback,
battling wild terrain, wild weather, and wild
animals. An avid equestrian with nearly 20
years of experience, Samantha is an
associate member of the Long Riders’ Guild.

WHEN: Thursday, January 23, 2014
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Early arrival recommended; doors open atf 6:00 pm

ADMISSION: $8 adults, children 17 and

under & museum members are FREE.

CONTACT: Deborah Stevenson:

dstevenson@nevadaculture.org

IF YOU GO:

WHAT: Frances Humphrey Lecture Series:
John C. Frémont and the Great
Reconnaissance: Defining the American West

WHEN: Thursday, February 27, 2014
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Early arrival recommended; doors open af 6:00 pm

ADMISSION: $8 adults, children 17 and

under & museum members are FREE.

CONTACT: Deborah Stevenson:

dstevenson@nevadaculture.org

UPCOMING:

Frances Humphrey Lecture Series

John C. Frémont and the Great Reconnaissance:
Defining the American West

Scientific exploration and mapping of the West started in the early 1800s. It began
in earnest during the 1830s and continued on until the outbreak of the Civil War.
Through the 1840s and 50s expeditions ranged into the Far West and on to the
Pacific Ocean. In the vanguard of all these efforts was the Corps of Topographical
Engineers, a branch of the U.S. Army.

The well-known explorer John C.
Frémont was an officer in the
Topographical Corps and led
expeditions spanning the territory
from the Mississippi River to the
Pacific. During the 1840s he entered
present day Nevada during two of
these expeditions. Equipped only with

the most basic navigational

instruments, Frémont and his party nevertheless explored and mapped vast
stretches of the country, enduring enormous hardship in the process. Together
with the other officers of the Topographical Corps, he was an agent of what was

keenly felt to be the young nation's Manifest Destiny.

Plan to attend the museum’s Frances Humphrey Lecture Series, 6:30 — 7:30 pm,
Thursday, February 27. Paul Pace, a land surveyor and member of the Frémont
Howitzer Recovery Team, will discuss Fremont's navigational methods and the
instruments he used during his expeditions. Learn more about Fremont's maps

and reports too, especially those from his famous 1843-44 expedition.
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Frémont Symposium

Planned

Also, mark your calendars for July 25-26! The museum
is hosting a Frémont Symposium with leading scholars
from across the country and the world. Enjoy dinner at
the Governor’s Mansion with entertainment by Richard

Elloyan, award-winning cowboy poet and musician, and
Chautauqua presenter Alastair Morley Jaques. Limited
registration; fee TBA. For more information, click

HERE, or contact dstevenson@nevadaculture.org or

ohattori@nevadaculture.org.

Sneak Preview N

Upcoming 2014 Lectures and Special Events (subject to change):

¢ March 27: Comets by Robert Collier, Director of Jack C. Davis Observatory,
Western Nevada College

o April 24: At Pyramid Lafke, includes book signing by author Bernard Mergen
¢ May 22: On the Frémont Trail by John Wilusz, with original music

¢ June 26: History of Nature Journaling by Sharon Schater

o July 24: Frémont Chantanqua presentation by Alastair Motley Jaques

¢ July 25-26: Frémont Symposinm, Frémont presenters so far include Andrew Menard,
Richard Francaviglia, Loren Irving, Peter Lathrop, Gene Hattori, Thom Eley, Richard
Elloyan (cowboy poet and musician), Alastair Morley Jaques (Chautauqua); limited
registration, fee TBA

¢ August 22-23: Carson City Mint Coin Show & Fair

¢ August 28: lecture, TBA

¢ September 25: The Wilderness Act and Great Basin National Park by Marge Sill and USFS
¢ October 23: lecture, TBA

¢ November 27: Cultural History of Boxing by Richard O. Davies, includes book signing

¢ December: no lecture

Reflections on
Fremont

by Deborah Stevenson, Editor

I am fortunate to live in the historic district
where I see deer, quail, and other wildlife on
my daily walk to work. I try to slow down and
tune in to the experience of just walking,
feeling, noticing. Many things come into my
awareness: lenticular clouds wing across the sky
with goose down softness; footsteps penetrate
winter’s deep silence; lacy ice collars bejewel
floral skeletons. I wonder how Frémont felt as
he traveled through this country known as the
Great American Desert. Andrew Menard,
author of a book about Frémont’s 1st
Expedition, reminded me that mapping the
territory was not enough for Frémont. He had
to transform people’s ideas about a landscape
perceived to be barren and desolate, “into a
thing of beauty and drama.” To entice settlers
to make the long journey to Oregon, Frémont
had to show them how to “imagine” the West
differently. For those yearning for adventure
and a new start, Frémont’s journals satisfied
their hunger.

2014 offers a chance for us, like Frémont, to be
both scientists and artists. Can we view this
basin/range topography as dazzling patterns of
texture, color, light — alongside with latitude,
longitude, elevation, and contour intervals?
Can we teach children to “imagine” the world
differently, to change perspectives, to open up
inner worlds of exploration? Insight begins
with awareness. What do you see?
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Family Fun Saturdays

ARE BACK!

by Deborah Stevenson, Curator of Education

Two little boys enter the museum with
laughing eyes and hearts full of wonder.
With their dad’s family membership, they
can come as much as they like, so they are
regulars at the museum’s Family Fun
Saturdays. I knew the boys would love
Nevada Reptiles and Bats: Night Flyers of
the Skies, but I was surprised that they
declared Fun with Butterflies the absolute
best, especially the butterfly in a chrysalis
they crafted with pride. These favorites will
be back in 2014, along with a special treat
for members — a chance to make a twined
basket January 11, without paying the non-

member material fee of $10 per kit.

A team of talented docents are working
with me to develop and implement a series
of exciting, interactive programs to enhance
our 2014 exploration theme. Parents and
teachers will be thrilled to know that we are
including more math and language arts
skill sets to complement the exhibit,
Finding Frémont: Pathfinder of the West.
Join the fun as we introduce mapping,
nature journaling, weaving a bird’s nest,
and storytelling. If you are not on our email
list, please contact me at

dstevenson(@nevadaculture.org to receive

updates on all museum events.

Photo by George Baumgardner
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by Jan Loverin, Curator of Clothing & Textiles

I am very excited to share our latest and most
exciting fashion donation. It is not a garment
or accessory, but rather a rare and valuable
collection of French historic fashion
lithographs donated by Peter Mattes of
Reno. Documents Pour 1.’Histore du Costume
Louis xv-Louis xvizi is a five-volume set of
brocade covered portfolio books. Each
volume contains hand-colored images
of court dress from the era of Louis
XV through Louis XVIII of France.

Each plate is enclosed in a

folded cover sheet with a
detailed description in
French! This set, published
in 1911 in Paris, is a first
edition — one of only 200
privately printed copies.

S R —

Fashion embraces both art
1 and history, whether it is on
the figure, or in fashion plates
such as these. Typically the
Nevada State Museum collects
Nevada artifacts, but there are
exceptions. This collection is one
of those. The rarity of these
portfolios, the high quality detail
of the artwork, the vibrant
and colorful images
themselves, and their

exceptional condition

French Fash

lon Plates

make this gift truly extraordinary. The plates
also represent a part of fashion history which
influenced the way we dress today. They are
from the period of the French Revolution —
one of those major events which dramatically

changed society and therefore, dress.

I am hoping that we will be able to exhibit these
remarkable images in the future as part of an art
and fashion exhibit.




T h S -|- f Three families with close ties to Nevada
re e e S O history expressed their generosity to the
Nevada State Museum by donating

F am | |y Tre QSUIES  remarkable treasures in 2013. Priceless

artifacts such as these give history a sense
of place in the lives of real people.

What’s hiding in your attic?

Vickie Lien, a
descendant of George
Ernst, Central Nevada
businessman, land
surveyor and Nevada
State Assemblyman in
the 1880s, donated two
beautiful gold
bracelets in memory of
her grandmother,
Sarah Wells Ernst Locke.

Jennifer S. McGeorge-Rising
donated items from Carson City
astronomer Charles Friend, who
served as Nevada'’s first state
weather service director in 1887. The
collection includes a gold-headed
cane with Friend’s initials, a
photograph of him in an elaborate
folding case, plus photos and family
documents.

Joie Smith, a great-granddaughter
of Nevada's first elected governor,
Henry G. Blasdel, donated his 1863
gold watch engraved “from a few
friends who can appreciate
integrity” and his gold-headed cane
given to him by his granddaughters.




by George Baumgardner, PhD, Curator of Natural History
Nevada’s public lands have an estimated 200,000
- 300,000 abandoned mining features, some of
which predate the Civil War. Many of these
provide living space for wildlife and can be
particularly important for bats, owls, and desert
tortoises as places to feed, rest, raise young, or
hibernate. Unfortunately, the physical and
chemical risks posed by these decaying features
are completely unpredictable. It is calculated that
at least 50,000 of these features [i.e. adits
(horizontal entrances), tunnels (horizontal
passages with two openings) and shafts (vertical
openings)| pose significant risks to humans. This

od

Nevada State Museum
Curator of Natural History,
George Baumgardner,
exits the gate of an
abandoned mine while
helping protect the
wildlife living within and
also providing safety for
people traveling
Nevada's back country.

Museum Curator Helps Protect Nevada's People and Wildlife

results in a conflict between goals of public other wildlife. This activity affords me more

safety and wildlife protection. If all features on understanding of these animals which can be

public lands that are hazardous used to better interpret their biology to

to humans were to be closed, the museum public.

significant damage could result Scientists conducting
to wildlife populations. If all of internal mine surveys
features were left open for must receive extensive
wildlife use, the public could

be at significant risk. In

training and use specialized
equipment. I already had a

Nevada various state and series of preventative

federal agencies, as well as vaccinations that reduce my

private sector organizations chances of contracting

such as mining companies, rabies. I also took the same

are working on compromise safety courses required for all

solutions to this dilemma. commercial miners in Nevada
1-day above-ground mine

Personnel from these groups will systematically (I-day . &

. . safety, 3-day below-ground mine safety, and an

search for and inspect such features to prioritize .

; annual 1-day refresher class). When conducting

their level of threat to humans, usefulness for

o ) . a survey, we follow agency procedures. We

wildlife, and degree of effort required to mitigate . .

) ) notify office personnel, frequently dispatchers,

problems. This requires at least one, but . .

i : that we are going underground and give the

preferably more, external inspections of an area. . .

_ . o location. These people will follow a set protocol

If a feature is of potential importance to wildlife, o

. . should we not report back in time. Once a

particularly bats, some type of survey for animals ..

, feature is judged safe to approach we place an

should be conducted. Sometimes only external . .

o instrument in the entrance to test for gasses. If

monitoring can be .

o the meter shows presence of sufficient oxygen

performed but this is .

. and lack of dangerous gasses, we will enter. A

generally not as efficient . .

} . second crew remains above ground. We suit up

as internal examination. . . .

with appropriate clothing and boots, make sure

Recently I began we have at least three light sources each, and

assisting personnel of wear protective helmets. Everyone entering the
some of these groups mine continuously checks the floor, walls, and
with such surveys ceiling for hazards such as loose rocks and
because of my openings. At least one of us carries a long metal

experience with bats and  bar to test the floor for covered winzes (vertical



holes). Every few feet we check the air near the
floor, at waist height and as high as possible for
gas levels. Simultaneously we search for signs of

wildlife. We must be careful to avoid making noise

that might disturb hibernating bats. As best as
possible, the crew
identifies any animals
and notes particulars of
their occurrence
(location, temperature,
amount of air flow, etc.).
Instruments that record
temperature and
humidity may be placed
along the way or data on
previously installed meters may be downloaded.
As all this is happening, we are also trying to note

characteristics of the feature (dimensions, status of

air flow, side passages, etc.).

Some survey crews have the training and
experience to enter mines via vertical shafts and
conduct other types of technical rope work. The
people I work with do not do these things. We

remain on the horizontal level of the mine through

which we enter. Of all the goals discussed,
personal safety takes precedence. At any point
during a survey should a situation appear the
slightest unsafe, we go no further and retreat.

On exiting, we notify the monitoring office of our
safe return, finalize notes, and take appropriate
photos. If needed, we repair fencing and replace
warning signs at the feature. We frequently discuss
possible actions regarding the site. If there is little
likelihood it is of value to wildlife, options to
permanently close the feature will be evaluated. If
wildlife uses the site and it is considered a hazard

This mine entrance was at the
end of a 20 foot french the sides
of which were covered in loose
rock. Note the warning sign,
broken top beam, and massive
overburden. This image was taken
at distance with a zoom lens. The
entrance is unsafe and would not
be entered by any of our crews.

to humans, there are various types of Bat

Conservation International compatible
closings that can be installed to allow
animals to pass but prevent unauthorized
human entrance. Such structures have to be
uniquely and robustly fabricated on site to
reduce vandalism and trespass by humans.

Hopefully the effort of these groups and
people will provide places for wildlife to
thrive and protect people travelling through
Nevada’s wild places.

Public Service Message from the
Bureau of Land Management

“Nevada'’s public lands offer infinite opportunities for
adventure and discovery, but abandoned mines
should not be one of them. The life-threatening
physical and chemical risks posed by these
decaying features are completely unpredictable,
and all of the valuable artifacts were removed long
ago. Please stay out and stay alive!”

If you wish to know more about abandoned mines in
Nevada visit the following: Nevada Division of
Minerals and Bureau of Land Management.

Author's Note: Reference to any state or federal
agency above does not constitute endorsement of
this article by an agency.
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Tour Guide Training iIs Fun
and Educational

One of the best parts about being a volunteer
tour guide at the Nevada State Museum is the
training. Four full days of dynamic presentations,
hands-on activities, and practice tours make
learning fun and exciting. It’s a great way to meet
new friends and the potlucks are always
wonderful. This year’s winter training is set for
February 11-12 and 18-19. No experience
necessary. Required skills include flexibility, a
love for Nevada’s diversity, and an ability to
relate to children. Volunteers should be willing
to donate a few hours per week as needed.
Program topics include: Nevada history, mining,
and the Carson City Mint; Washoe, Northern
Paiute, and Western Shoshone culture; rocks,
minerals and fossils; and plants and animals of
Nevada. New topics related to the John C.
Frémont exhibit include mapping, the cannon

controversy, and an overview of Frémont’s life.

To register, contact Deborah Stevenson:
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org or
775-687-4810, ext. 237.

Museum volunteer Margee McCafferty helps students
figure out Philip Deidesheimer’s square set timbering,
using this cool model.
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Visit the Museum

600 North Carson Street

Carson City, Nevada 89701-4004

Open 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Wednesday through Saturday
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years

Members
Children (17 & under )
Adults

The Nevada State Museum in
Carson City is an agency of the
Division of Museums and History
within the Nevada Department
of Tourism & Culfural Affairs.

The museum engages diverse
audiences in understanding and
celebrating Nevada's natural
and cultural heritage.

State of Nevada
Brian Sandoval
Governor

Nevada Department of
Tourism & Cultural Affairs
Claudia Vecchio
Department Director

Free
Free
$8.00

Memberships:

Division of Museums and History
Peter Barton
Division Administrator

Nevada State Museum
Jim Barmore
Museum Director

The Friends of the Nevada State
Museum, a 501 (c)(3) private
nonprofit organization, supports
the museum through volunteer
assistance, fundraising, and
advocacy. Forinformation
contact Tina Davis-Hersey, Chair
at 775/671-2364.

Purchase authentic beaded American
Indian moccasins and accessories at a
very reasonable price. These items
were generously donated to support
the Museum Store. Limited quantity!

Nevada
State
M

useum

$20 senior
$35 individual
$60 family
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CONTACT the MUSEUM...

www.nevadaculture.org

The Nevada State Museum
publishes the Mint Edition
newsletter for the purpose of
highlighting museum exhibits,
education programs, special

events, and collection activities.

The publication is
available online at

www.nevadaculture.org.

Museum members receive the
Mint Edition as a benefit of
membership if they provide an
email address.

Newsletter staff:
Deborah Stevenson, Editor
Jeanette McGregor, Design

Please address all newsletter
communications to:

Deborah Stevenson

Nevada State Museum

600 North Carson Street

Carson City, Nevada 89701-4004
775/687-4810 ext. 237

Fax 775/687-4168

dstevenson@nevadaculture.org

775/687-4810
Fax 775/687-4168
www.nevadaculture.org

Jim Barmore,
Museum Director, ext. 226
jbarmore@nevadaculture.org

George Baumgardner,
Curator of Natural History, ext. 236
gbaumgardner@nevadaculture.org

Ray Geiser,
Exhibits Manager, ext. 252
rgeiser@nevadaculture.org

Eugene M. Hattori,
Curator of Anthropology, ext. 230
ghattori@nevadaculture.org

Rich Parker,
Facility Supervisor, ext. 254
richard.parker@nevadaculture.org

Jan Loverin,
Curator of Clothing and Textiles,
687-6173 jloverin@nevadaculture.org

Sue Ann Monteleone,
Registrar, ext. 240
sueann.monteleone@nevadaculture.org

Robert Nylen,
Curator of History, ext. 239
rnylen@nevadaculture.org

Holly Payson,
Membership, ext. 222
hpayson@nevadaculture.org

Charmain Phillips,

Museum Store Manager and
Facility Use Coordinator, ext. 244
charmain@nevadaculture.org

Deborah Stevenson,
Curator of Education, ext. 237
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org

Indian Hills Curatorial Center
775/687-3002

Marjorie Russell Clothing and Textile
Research Center

775/687-6173

Anthropology Resource Center
775/687-4810, ext. 229

Bretzlaff History Resource Center
775/687-4810, ext. 239 or 240
Natural History Resource Center
775/687-4810, ext. 236
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