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Family Bonds and Tradition
Inspire Five Generations of Ranching

When Nevadans all over the state were celebrating 150 years of statehood, the Fallinis had

their own reason to celebrate: 1864 marked the year that Italian immigrant, Giovanni Fallini IN THIS ISSUE:
settled in Nye County. Four years later, he was ranching near the Reveille Range outside '
Rachel and now, five Five Generations of Ranching

generatons later, young Message from the Director
Editor’s Note

Handle With Care

Giovani Berg is learning the
family trade on Twin Springs
Ranch. Ranching in the High
Desert: Five Generations, One
Family, on display in the

The Animal Gallery has a New Look

Anthropology IMLS Project Progress

museum’s South Changin
&8 Volunteers Present at NMA Conference

Gallery, documents the life of
the Fallini family through the
lens of photojournalist Jeff
Scheid with descriptions by
Jennifer Robison. Anna Fallini
Berg will share a bit of her
family story during the free

Upcoming Frances Humphrey Lectures

COIN SHOW Lecture Schedule

© © ® N o o w w N B

Fall Tour Guide Training this September!

10. Contact the Museum

Photo by Jeff Scheid currently on display in Ranching in
the High Desert: Five Generations, One Family.

opening reception, 5-7 pm,
Thursday, August 13.
To say that ranching is a tough

lifestyle is quite the understatement. Despite the fact that the Fallinis use helicopters to help
with roundup and recruit workers through Facebook, the heat, dust, and hard work make

Title bar: Detail of a Navajo weaving from NSM’s

Anth | llection.
the job as brutal as ever. Anna’s day begins before first light and lasts until well after dark. rropelody cotection



She not only makes breakfast for the cowboys, she’s part of the crew—roping and branding,
yet still managing the household and paperwork. Adaptation and tenacity are keys to survival.
The photography exhibit realistically documents the team effort needed to corral, vaccinate,
and brand the calves, but also offers a glimpse of tender moments: Sue and Joe Fallini visiting
through the window of a pickup truck, Anna Fallini Berg and her husband Ty sharing a beer
on the front porch, or young Giovanni hugging a horse. Through careful stewardship of the
land, the Fallinis hope their ranch will last another 150 years, but the challenges are many.

For now family bonds and tradition are holding it together.

Ranching in the High Desert: Five Generations, One Family will be on display for at least a year.

For more information, contact Exhibits Manager, Ray Geiser: rgeiser(@nevadaculture.org Before: Crowded, unsanitary conditions at

Message from
the Director

by Jim Barmore

My last message explained the museum’s
responsibility for safeguarding extensive
collections entrusted to its care. Saving
collections is our bottom line. Most are
not on exhibit. Some offsite storage
facilities are inadequate and below
accreditation standards. To improve
preservation, the museum planned to end
major changing exhibits and defer natural
history exhibits. This would open space to
store collections and use them for
educational purposes.

We’ve come a long way in a short

time. We closed and shipped the John C.
Fremont exhibit to the Des Chutes
Historical Museum in Bend, Oregon. This
opened up space for collection

storage. All artifacts at the worst offsite
storage facility were cleaned. We’ll transfer
most of these to better conditions at the
Indian Hills Curatorial Center, just south
of town. Shelves were installed in three

galleries at the museum. Natural history
specimens were centralized in one

gallery. High-value history collections
were moved from the basement, reducing
the risk of damage from flooding. Very
soon staff will begin moving history
collections from Indian Hills to shelves at
the museum. When finished, two
collection galleries at the museum will
open for public viewing. People will see
collections not seen before. People will
learn the importance of saving our state’s
history and what’s required. They will gain
awareness of saving their own history.
What is saved to a large extent determines
what is remembered and passed on to our
families, communities, and state.

Without question, using exhibit galleries
to store collections represents a loss. This
will continue for several years. But, the
loss isn’t permanent. Plans are underway
to address the critical need for collection
storage facilities, not only for this museum
but all museums in the division. And, the
loss isn’t without gain. At-risk collections
will receive greater care and

security. Visitors will see more collections
and enjoy new Nevada stories.

an off-site storage facility were substandard.

After: Collections have been cleaned and
important artifacts are being moved to a
higher standard facility. Those that remain
are now covered and protected.


http://museums.nevadaculture.org/nsmcc-exhibits�
mailto:rgeiser@nevadaculture.org�

Editor’s Note

by Deborah Stevenson

I’m looking forward to fall. I enjoy the cool mornings
and warm afternoon sunshine, the vibrant colots, and
the invitation to turn inward for reflection. With so
many changes this year, I feel the need to regroup,
rebalance. Gallery changes that felt scary now seem like
new opportunities to showcase unseen collections.
Suddenly there’s a need to share what we do behind-the-
scenes by sharing our values of conservation and our
high standards of collections care and storage. My role
as educator has transformed. It’s not enough to teach
Nevada history, American Indian culture, and natural
history. My volunteers and I are now challenged to share
the importance of archival boxes, metal shelving, and
the need to control for temperature, humidity, light,
dust, and insects. We have opportunities to teach about
the roles of the museum registrar, collection managers,
and curators. To “curate” means “to take care of.” We

are all stewards of Nevada’s heritage.
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Handle With Care:

Museum Registrar, Sue Ann Monteleone,
Has the Right Touch with NSM Collections

by Deborah Stevenson, Curator of Education

The museum registrar plays a
vital role in the day to day
operations of a museum,
especially during times of
transition when collections are
moved from one storage
location to another. Yet, because
most of this activity occurs
behind-the-scenes, few people
are aware of or understand
exactly what the registrar does.
I interviewed NSM Registrar,
Sue Ann Monteleone, to shed
some light on the subject.

What motivated you to become the NSM
Museum Registrar? Did you know what you
were getting into?

I started here part-time in 1990 as
program assistant in anthropology with
Roz Works. The first full-time position
to open up was museum registrar in
1999, when Gloria Harges retired. It
was very competitive, but I got the
job! I knew about deeds, which we
looked up in anthropology, and
understood collections from my
previous archaeological field work
experience. No...I didn’t know what

I was getting into.

Can you describe your role?

The job is a combination of research
librarian, collections manager, archivist,
and custodian. The registrar has to
know about a lot of things, including
conservation. I know how to handle,
store, and when it is appropriate, to dust
and clean objects safely; I know what I
can do and when to call a conservator
(for repairs, etc.). I understand museum
standards for controlling temperature,
humidity, dust, insects, and light.

Multi-talented Sue Ann Monteleone
demonstrates her tule basketmaking skills
during the 2015 winter tour guide training.



I work for Bob Nylen, Curator of History,
but I am involved with incoming and
outgoing loans, condition reports, deeds of
gift, and record-keeping for the whole
museum. I also work with Jan Loverin at the
textile center. We have deeds of gift that date
back to 1940 and 7-8 file cabinets full of
records that go with each of these gifts. We
manage both photo and document archives.
Archaeological and natural history fieldwork
collections are inventoried, but managed by
their respective curators, not by me.

We’re a bit different from some art museums
because we manage records and collections
long term, rather than just for the duration of
an exhibit. The museum has over two million
objects with about 75,000 records in the
database. I also handle research requests, so
there’s never a dull moment.

What's the most challenging situation you have
encountered in your career as registrar? What
happened? What did you do? Was there also one
project that was especially memorable or gratifying?

The Frémont exhibit was the most
challenging and the most rewarding. It was
challenging because of the complexity—
working with so many different museums and
partners. It was satisfying because I got to
complete the whole package: build the
records, attach photos, do condition reports,
arrange loans, conduct inventory, and
coordinate with the exhibits staff on crating
and shipping. Exhibits staff built custom
crates and packed the props. Anthropology
volunteers built archival boxes. Most of the
staff were involved and everyone worked
together to make it happen.

What adpice would you give to a young person
thinking about a career as a museum registrar?

I would ask them if they like keeping track of

Photos: Jeanette McGregor

Working amongst metal shelving, archival boxes, and ethafoam sheeting in rooms without windows,
Sue Ann Monteleone maintains the museum’s high standards of collections care with a smile.

“stuff.” Do you like old things and working
with computer records? The job’s a lot like
a librarian, but more fun because you get to
see, touch, and learn about historical
objects; it’s very interactive, but you often
work independently. I work mostly behind-
the-scenes, except when working with
researchers. There’s also a physical aspect
because we may have to move and clean
objects in storage, find numbers on objects
long forgotten, and photograph them so we
can get them into the database.

Anything else?

The second most gratifying project was Giffs of
Healing, objects from the Merci Train Collection.
It was fun working with Mary Works Covington
to pull together all the records, translate the
notes from French to English, display select
objects with the French travel posters, and work
with many agencies to get international media
coverage. The story emphasized the generosity
and goodness of humanity, a much needed
message in today’s world.



The Animal

Gallery Has
a New Look
and Feel

by George Baumgardner, PhD, Curator of Natural History

As you may be aware, the gallery that has
displayed Nevada’s animals is changing. Because
of the need to provide better environmental
conditions for some museum collections, a few
spaces in the main museum complex are being
converted to artifact storage. To allow for its
logical arrangement, most natural history
taxidermy is being consolidated into the second
floor, middle gallery. The specimens currently
displayed here will be moved into half of this

Above: Curator of Natural History, George
Baumgardner, and a ringtail.

Photos: Jeanette McGregor

space and animals kept elsewhere will be placed
on warehouse-style shelving in the remaining

portion. To protect the material within and allow

for its viewing, the sides of shelf units will be
covered in plexiglass.

During construction, entrance to the gallery
must be restricted to staff-assisted access for
programs in the Natural History Discovery Lab
and Behind-the-Scenes tours which I conduct.
Once modifications are complete, the room will
be reopened, allowing the public to see not only
the animals most recently shown here, but larger
specimens that we have not been able to exhibit
in some time (i.e. Cougar, Big Horn Sheep,
Horse skeleton). Some touch specimens may
also be available.

I’m quite disappointed these measures are
required and am doing what I can to allow
public access into this area without the need for
staff presence. As I work in this space, 1
constantly observe people peeking around the
partition and expressing disappointment they
can’t see the animals up close. Whenever
possible, I invite them in for a quick look and I
let them know I’'m amenable to providing tours

Top: Natural History visible storage and
display space.

Above: While working in the gallery,

Dr. Baumgardner invited two curious
patrons in to see the animals. Interestingly,
the visitors were David Smith and Inci
Bowman, former employees turned
volunteers for the Smithsonian National
Museum of Natural History!

of the space by prior arrangement. Hopefully,
this space can be reopened to the public by
summer’s end so that our visitors can view some
of the fascinating animals that live in Nevada.



Anthropology Program

Moves Forward with Collections
Conservation, Storage, and Digitization

by Rachel Malloy, Anthropology Collections Manager

The Institute of Museum and Library
Services (IMLS) awarded $23,118.00 to
rehouse, inventory, and digitize the
museum’s Navajo weavings and
Southwestern ceramics. The weavings
were removed from acidic housing
materials and rolled onto archival tubes
and then encased in muslin, to protect
against dust and light. Volunteers David
Critchfield, Jeri DeJonge, and Peter

are completed and digital images are
captured. The grant also supported
purchase of a Delta Design custom-
made textile rack to store the weavings.
The online catalog created by this
project will be available in the fall of
2015.

Anthropology volunteers Dr. Pat Barker
and Laurie Sheehan lead the grant
writing and project planning efforts. The

Starren made mounts for the ceramics
out of Safecorr corrugated board and
polyethylene foam backer rod. These
archival mounts are a preventive
conservation measure to protect the
ceramics from physical damage. During
the rehousing process, condition reports

museum would also like to thank them
for their leadership and hard work. We
also acknowledge the Reno Fiber Guild
and the Carson Sierra Spinners and
Weavers Guild for their generous
donations towards this project.

Above: Soutwestern ceramics housed on archival mounts.

Right: Curatorial Assistant Chenay Pointer-Bueltel measuring a weaving.

INSTITUTE of

Museum...Library
SERVICES




Volunteers Pat King and Margee McCalfferty
Present Desert Adaptation at Tonopah Conference

by Deborah Stevenson, Curator of Education

Museum volunteers, Pat King and Margee McCafferty will present Leaping Ligards! » VIsit

Innovative 1 olunteers Breathe Life into Children’s Educational Programming at the Tonopah WWW'nf?Vadamuseums,Or
Convention Center, Thursday, October 1. Their session is part of the Nevada Museums - and click on Conference
Association (NMA) 2015 Annual Conference. The purpose of their visit is to Hurry > Te€gistration ends.
showcase the Nevada State Museum’s innovative educational Septernber 15.

programming and to model the role volunteers can play in

curriculum development. The session description follows:

As precious as water in the desert, talented museum
volunteers can produce outstanding results in a climate
of limited resources. This session will demonstrate

one of many quality educational programs designed
and implemented by volunteers at the Nevada State
Museum in Carson City. These hands-on

interdisciplinary programs combine art and science to

74

achieve mastery in subjects like Desert Adaptation.

A SO

Imagine what volunteers might do for your museum!

)

The action-packed NMA agenda includes tours of the
Tonopah Brewing Company, Historic Belmont

Courthouse, Central Nevada Museum, and Tonopah

oy u‘u,‘%a,i{.'y‘_i")‘-‘#ﬁ

Historic Mining Park, plus two workshops and a
dozen great sessions designed to inspire and engage
museums large and small. Relax in a rustic
atmosphere and reconnect with colleagues from
throughout the state. Come away with practical
ideas to make your museum even better. One

affordable price ($125) covers workshops,

Great Basin collared lizard.

sessions, trips, and most meals! Photo: George Baumgardner


http://www.nevadamuseums.org�
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9:30 - 10:30 am

11:00 am - noon

1:00 - 2:00 pm

2:15 - 3:00 pm

315 -4:00 pm

9:30 - 10:30 am

11:00 am - noon

1:00 - 2:00 pm

2:10 - 3:00 pm

600 No\[h\CaNon §t/eez‘ Carson C1ty NV U 77)/6? 870 / \
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Lecture Schedule

Friday, 8/21

Bob Nylen, NSM, Curator of History

Coin Press No. 1 Revived, 1975-2015

Ken Hopple, Reno Coin Club

Hidden Secrets of the Carson City Mint

John Frost, Liberty Seated Collectors Club

Double Dimes and the Amazing Find at the CC Mint
C. Logan McKechnie, Vams and More

VAMs: The DNA of the Morgan and Peace Dollars
John Crane, Downtown Coin Club

Coin Collecting for Kids of All Ages

Saturday, 8/22

Bob Nylen, NSM, Curator of History

Play Ball! Carson City U.S. Mint Employees Introduce
E: 7//) Baseball to Carson City in 1869

Steve Lesnick, internationally recognized artist

The History of the Nevada State Medallions

John Frost, Liberty Seated Collectors Club

Double Dimes and the Amazing Find at the CC Mint
Susan Trask, Editor, Civil War Token Journal

| Fear | Shall Never Leave This Island: Life in a Civil
War Prison and Related Money Issues

Frances Humphrey Lecture Series
Engages Audiences

The Nevada State Museum’s Frances Humphrey Lecture Series
continues to attract new audiences for stimulating discussions the
fourth Thursday of every month. “We’ve had great attendance,” said
Deborah Stevenson, Curator of Education. “Our audiences enjoy
engaging in discussion on a wide variety of topics, ranging from
Peruvian archaeology to atomic testing and the cities built with wealth
from the Comstock. The quality of the speakers keeps folks coming
back for more.”

In addition to presentations on history and archaeology, the museum
also promotes natural history. Lectures start at 6:30 pm and doors open
at 6:00 pm. Here’s a taste of upcoming programs through October:

August 27, 6:30 — 8:00 pm: Protecting Bat Habitat
Across Nevada by Jenni Jeffers, wildlife biologist,
Nevada Department of Wildlife; Jeffers is best known
for her live owl demonstrations, but she also works in
bat conservation. Bats help people by eating huge
amounts of insects, but now they are in trouble. Learn
about threats to bat habitat and what is being done to
protect their roosts.

September 24, 6:30 — 8:00 pm: Nevada’s
Endangered Pupfish by Scott Tyler, Professor of
Hydrological Sciences, University of Nevada, Reno.
Learn how climate change is making it harder for the
rare Devils Hole pupfish of the Mojave Desert to
survive. Research shows that higher temperatures could
affect the availability of food for young pupfish, leading
to fewer adult fish.

October 22, 6:30 — 8:00 pm: Frances Humphrey
Lecture Series: Latinos in American Movies by
Maria Raquel Casas, Associate Professor of History,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Explore the roles of
the Latin lover or the Latina spit-fire, as well as the
themes of ethnic identity, to better understand the
extent to which Latinos have helped to change how
America “sees” Latinos within the nation’s culture.




-all Tour Guide Training

Promises History and Culture,
-leld Trips, Potlucks, and Fun!

by Deborah Stevenson, Curator of Education

As my way of thanking the tour guides for their many hours of generous service, I'm

wrapping up a package of lectures, field trips, and opportunities to learn and have fun

with your peers this fall. Four full days of tour guide training for both new and

experienced guides are set for September 15-16 and 22-23. You won’t want to miss a

moment! We’ll hit the road to visit Ft. Churchill and Buckland Station and visit the

Tour Guides get familiar with some of
NSM’s science programs for kids.

Stewart Indian School too. Two potlucks and
plenty of breaks will allow volunteers time to
interact with staff, ask questions, and get to

know the other guides.

The fun begins as Bob Nylen, Curator of
History, introduces The Role of Immigrants in
Nevada History. Discover the richness of
Nevada’s Basque heritage with Iker Saitua,
Professor of Basque Studies from the
University of Nevada, Reno. Learn the art of
making stone tools and cordage from an
expert. Explore how plants and animals
adapt to the desert, fall in love with our state
flower, and have fun with fossils. Tour the
new “visible storage” areas. Finally, perfect
your interpretive skills though practice tours

of the permanent exhibits.

Advanced registration is required. Contact
the education office:
nsmeducation(@nevadaculture.org

or 775-687-4810, ext. 237.

Carson City Mint

COIN SHOW & FAIR

August 21-22, 2015

FRIDAY 9:30am -4:30pm
SATURDAY 9:30am -4:00pm

— !
26 dealers, free appraisals, raffle
prizes, lecture series, w0rk§hops, .
and fun activities for kids. ¥

See Coin Press No. 1 in
pperation andAget.)})ur
commemorative medallions!

- Nevada State Museum
¥ 600 N. Carson Street,
Carson City, NV

COIN SHOW:
Carson Nugget
(across the street)

507 N. Carson Street,
Carson City, NV

$4 for Adults

FREE for Nevada State Museum
members and children 17 & under

Includes Coin Show, Fair,
and museum exhibits

e

MWERRL - For more info: museums.nevadaculture.org/nsmcc

A WORLD WITHIN
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775/687-4810
Fax 775/687-4168
www.museums.nevadaculture.org/nsmcc

Store Spotlight:
Volunteer
Peggy O’Hearn

Jim Barmore,
Museum Director, ext. 226

jparmore@nevadaculture.org
“The fun part of working
in the museum store is
working with the public
and meeting people
from all over the world.”

George Baumgardner,
Curator of Natural History, ext. 236
gbaumgardner@nevadaculture.org

Ray Geiser,
Exhibits Manager, ext. 252
rgeiser@nevadaculture.or

NSM needs you! Come
volunteer in the museum
store for half-day shifts.

Eugene M. Hattori,
Curator of Anthropology, ext. 230

ghattori@nevadaculture.org

Rich Parker,
Facility Supervisor, ext. 254

richard.parker@nevadaculture.org

Contact Store Manager
Charmain Phillips at
775-687-4810 ext. 244

Nevada
State

Jan Loverin,
Curator of Clothing and Textiles,

687-6173 jloverin@nevadaculture.org

Photo: Jeanette McGregor

Sue Ann Monteleone,
Registrar, ext. 240
sueann.monteleone@nevadaculture.or

Visit the Museum

600 North Carson Street Museum

Robert Nylen,
Curator of History, ext. 239

rnylen@nevadaculture.org

Carson City, Nevada 89701-4004
Open 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Tuesday through Sunday - \J S TR

Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years NEv A o /?? “
AP W

Holly Payson,
Membership, ext. 222
hpayson@nevadaculture.org

CONTACT the MUSEUM...

Members Free Memberships:  $20 senior
Children (17 & under) Free $35 individual T APART
Adults $8.00 $60 family

"edited M

www.museums.nevadaculture.or

The Nevada State Museum in
Carson City is an agency of the
Division of Museums and History
within the Nevada Department
of Tourism & Cultural Affairs.

The museum engages diverse
audiences in understanding and
celebrating Nevada’s natural
and cultural heritage.

State of Nevada
Brian Sandoval
Governor

Nevada Department of
Tourism & Cultural Affairs
Claudia Vecchio
Department Director

Division of Museums and History
Peter Barton
Division Administrator

Nevada State Museum
Jim Barmore
Museum Director

The Friends of the Nevada State
Museum, a 501(c)(3) private
nonprofit organization, supports
the museum through volunteer
assistance, fundraising, and
advocacy. For information
contact Cora Johnson, Chair at
cora28 99@yahoo.com.

The Nevada State Museum
publishes the Mint Edition
newsletter for the purpose of
highlighting museum exhibits,
education programs, special
events, and collection activities.

The publication is
available online at
www.nevadaculture.org.

Museum members receive the
Mint Edition as a benefit of
membership if they provide an
email address.

Newsletter staff:
Deborah Stevenson, Editor
Jeanette McGregor, Design

Please address all newsletter
communications to:

Deborah Stevenson

Nevada State Museum

600 North Carson Street

Carson City, Nevada 89701-4004
775/687-4810 ext. 237

Fax 775-687-4168
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org

Charmain Phillips,

Museum Store Manager and
Facility Use Coordinator, ext. 244
charmain@nevadaculture.org

Deborah Stevenson,
Curator of Education, ext. 237

dstevenson@nevadaculture.org

Indian Hills Curatorial Center
775/687-3002

Marjorie Russell Clothing and Textile
Research Center

775/687-6173

Anthropology Resource Center
775/687-4810, ext. 229

Bretzlaff History Resource Center
775/687-4810, ext. 239 or 240
Natural History Resource Center
775/687-4810, ext. 236
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