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Dante Ray with a nice 
water record for Squaw 
Creek Reservoir weighing 
in at 7 pounds 1 ounce. 





NEVADA TROPHY FISH PROGRAM 
 

The Nevada Trophy Fish Program began in 1968, recognizing the talents or luck 
of anglers catching notable-sized fish in the state.  There are 28 different fish species 
currently for you to enter in the program and over 600 different streams, rivers, 
lakes, ponds, and reservoirs throughout the state for you to catch them from.  
Generally, all you have to do is catch a fish at or greater than the minimum weight, 
measure and weigh it, take a picture, fill out the entry form, and mail it to us.  It is 
important that if you suspect it is a state record, you must weigh it on a scale that is 
“weight certified” and have an NDOW employee witness it.   
 
 The greatest angler accomplishments for the 2012 Trophy Fish Program are 
shown below with 29 new water records that ranged from a 7 ounce green sunfish 
from Harmon Reservoir (near Fallon) to a 19 pound 7 ounce carp from Sparks Marina 
Pond.  No State records fell this year, but overall there were 179 fish entered in the 
program for 2012.  This year, 25 anglers (out of 91 entrants) received more than one 
trophy fish certificate. Among the top were Louis Varela with 25, John Ako with 20, 
Jimi Crowley with 11, and Kent Burroughs with 10.  These were dedicated anglers 
generally catching several types of fish all year long and from multiple waters.  You 
will notice again this year that not all fish entered met the minimum weight 
requirement.  Some waters around the state, generally smaller creeks just do not 
have the ability to grow large fish or, as in many cases, never have had a trophy fish 
entry.  Therefore, entering a smaller fish may establish the water record for a 
particular species and earn you a certificate. 
 

New this year was the Native Fish-Slam.  This program was established to 
familiarize anglers with native sport fishes found in Nevada.  Native sport fishes 
include Lahontan, Bonneville, and Yellowstone cutthroat trout, redband and bull 
trout, and mountain whitefish.  All you have to do is catch one of these species, take 
a photo of yourself with it, and complete the form and enter it.  From talking with 
anglers that participated this year, it was also a great way for them to see much of 
Nevada that they had never experienced before.  So far, four anglers have completed 
catching all six native species, but Steve MacMillan was the first to complete the Slam 
by July 13.  There is no time limit for catching all the species, so take as long as you 
need to get around our beautiful state and experience Nevada’s native sport fish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Water Records for 2012 
 

Location Species Weight LENGTH ANGLER NAME 

Bruneau River Mountain whitefish 1 lb 10 oz 16 in Stephen MacMillan 
Carson River Smallmouth bass 4 lbs 2 oz 17.75 in Bruce Castro 

Carson River Bullhead catfish 1 lb 9 oz 13 in Hailey Marie 
Hartshorn 

Ft. Churchill Ponds Bluegill 1 lb 4 oz 11.75 in Travis Hartshorn 
Goose Creek Cutthroat trout 1 lb 6 oz 15.5 in Diane MacMillan 
Harmon Reservoir Carp 10 lbs 2 oz 28.5 in Jason Sibley 
Harmon Reservoir Green sunfish 7 oz 6.75 in Jason Cleary 
Harmon Reservoir Wiper (White x Striped bass hybrid) 2 lbs 2 oz 15 in Jason Cleary 
Hinkson Slough Largemouth bass 8 lbs 5 oz 23 in Dante Ray 
Hinkson Slough Rainbow trout 4 lbs 22 in Craig Steele 
Humboldt River Largemouth bass 6 lbs 7 oz 22.75 in Shawna Pederson 
Humboldt River, SF Wiper (White x Striped bass hybrid) 6 lbs 15 oz 24 in Everett Phillips 
Indian Lakes Carp 13 lbs 2 oz 29.5 in Jason Sibley 
Kuenzli Pond Largemouth bass 8 lbs 22 in Johnney Bell 
Lake Mohave Smallmouth bass 5 lbs 3 oz 19.5 in Jeremy Berry 
Lake Tahoe Brown trout 15 lbs 9 oz 33.5 Gene St. Denis 
McCarran Pond Bluegill 1 lb 13 oz 11.25 in Jason B. Cleary 
Orchard Pond Largemouth bass 5 lbs 5 oz 22 in Jason B. Cleary 
Ruby Lake NWR Rainbow x Cutthroat (hybrid) 5 lbs 14 oz 24 in Steve Young 
Rye Patch Reservoir Wiper (White x Striped bass hybrid) 11 lbs 4 oz 29 in Louis J. Varela 
Salmon Falls Creek Rainbow trout 2 lbs 6 oz 17 in Darren L. Hamrey 
South Fork Reservoir Wiper (White x Striped bass hybrid) 13 lbs 27.75 in Dale Leigh 
Sparks Marina Smallmouth bass 3 lbs 18.25 in Harley Edwards 
Sparks Marina Carp 19 lbs 7 oz 34.5 in Jeremy Perry 
Squaw Creek Res. Largemouth bass 7 lbs 1 oz 21.75 in Dante Ray 
Steptoe Creek Brown trout 5 lbs 1 oz 19 in Stephen MacMillan 
Topaz Lake Smallmouth bass 4 lbs 2 oz 18 in Travis Hartshorn 
Walker River, WF Brown trout 9 lbs 13 oz 32 in Robert Brehm 
Wildhorse Reservoir Wiper (White x Striped bass hybrid) 10 lbs 11 oz 26 in Robert Pyron 

 



Record Fish of NevadaRecord Fish of Nevada
&&

Largest Fish of YearLargest Fish of Year
20122012

Bruce Castro with a water record from the 
Carson River weighing in at 4 lbs. 2 oz.

Jason Cleary with a 7 oz.  green 
sunfi sh water record from Harmon 

Reservoir

Diane MacMillan showing her water record Yellowstone cutthroat trout from 
Goose Creek weighing 1 lb. 6 oz. 
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Largest Fish of the YearLargest Fish of the Year
Certifi cateCertifi cate
RecipientsRecipients

20122012

Sacramento Perch weighing in at 
2 lbs. 11 oz. from Pyramid Lake 

caught by Louis Varela. 

Walleye weighing in at 8 lbs. 15 oz. 
caught by Jimmi Crowley from Rye 

Patch Reservoir. 
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All Trophy FishAll Trophy Fish
EntrantsEntrants

20122012

Terry Tisdale with a nice mackinaw trout from 
Lake Tahoe weighing 11 lbs. 10 oz. 

Tiger trout caught by 
Mike McNeilly from 

Knott Creek Reservoir 
weighing 2 lbs. 10 oz. 
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Summary of Nevada’sSummary of Nevada’s
Lakes & StreamsLakes & Streams

Record FishRecord Fish

1968-20121968-2012

Top left : Harley Edwards with a water 
record smallmouth bass weighing in at 3 lbs. 
from Sparks Marina.

Top right: Andrew Martin Schadegg 
showing his smallmouth bass water record 
from Topaz Lake weighing in at 3 lbs. 5 oz. 

Lower left : Darren Hamrey with a nice 
mountain whitefi sh from Walker River 
weighing in at 2 lbs. 3 oz. 
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Number of Trophy FishNumber of Trophy Fish
Entries by WaterEntries by Water

1968-20121968-2012

Johnny Bell with a 
nice largemouth bass 
weighing 8 lbs. from 
Kuenzli Pond, which is a 
water record. 

Kent Burroughs caught 
a nice 10 lbs. 8 oz. wiper 
from Rye Patch Reservoir. 
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SummarySummary
of allof all

EntriesEntries

1968-20121968-2012

Shawna Pederson with a largemouth 
bass weighing 6 lbs. 7 oz. from 
Humboldt River and is a water record 
for that river.  (Above)

Andrew Danihel with 
a Carson River - East 
Fork rainbow trout 
weighing 5 lbs. 6 oz. 

Patrick Mansfi eld with a 
Truckee River brown trout 
weighing 6 lbs. 3 oz.  (Right)





79





SummarySummary
of Nevada’sof Nevada’s

Native Fish SlamNative Fish Slam
1968-20121968-2012

Recipients of the Native Fish Slam with some of their 
catches.  Paul Aguirre with a Yellowstone cutthroat trout 
from Little Goose Creek. (Left  photo) 

Scott Wassmund with a bull trout from Pine Creek. 
(Photo below)

Stephen MacMillan, the fi rst 
recipient of the Native Fish Slam 
with a redband trout from West Fork 
Jarbidge River. (Above)

Russell Hershbarger (Right photo)
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Thank you to all who contributed to this 
year’s record book.

Without your entries, the Trophy Fish Book 
would not be possible.

Gio Scott with a 3 lbs. 1 oz. 
smallmouth bass from Topaz Lake

Lake Tahoe mackinaw 
weighing 12 lbs. 15 oz. caught by 
Greg Fitch

Pumpkinseed sunfi sh 
caught by Matthew Th ompson 
weighing  9 oz. from Peavine Pond. 

Eric St. Denis 
with a 28 lbs. 9 
oz. mackinaw 
from Lake 
Tahoe. 

Everett Phillips with a water 
record from Humboldt River-South 

Fork weighing 6 lbs. 15 oz. 

Rod Cogburn with  a 
Kuenzli Pond largemouth bass 
weighing 6 lbs. 8 oz. A 6 lbs. 4 oz. largemouth bass 

caught by Greg Johnson at Squaw Creek 
Reservoir

A water record wiper 
from Wildhorse Reservoir 
weighing 8 lbs. 8 oz. caught by 

Lyle Mendive. 

Water record smallmouth bass from 
Topaz Lake by Travis Hartshorn 
weighing 4 lbs. 2 oz. 

Mark Danihel with a mountain whitefi sh from 
Carson River weighing 2 lbs. 7 oz. 

Roger Sheltrown 
with a largemouth 
bass from South 
Fork Reservoir.
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