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Enhancing your 4-H Club®

Me, myself and | sometimes just aren’t
enough to hold a club together. Or put in
other words, a one woman 4-H leader
and two dozen 4-H members is a hard
show to keep going. After a while the
meetings begin to feel a little stale and
most of the really good ideas for interest-
ing meetings have been used. The 4-H
club needs some spice, something new
fo energize it/

Al 4-H clubs need diversity and
texture, because we all have
different learning styles and we
learn more from receiving
information from a variety of
sources. Providing information
from various sources in various
learning styles is hard if you are the
leader and the soul source of information
for the club. However you can have a
guest speaker, go on a field trip or ask
the members themselves to contribute to
the club’s direction. You can also have
the club meetings at different locations.

Find guest speakers anywhere you
= can: a co-leader, an older youth from
another club, a local expert familiar with
the 4-H club’s project area, or someone
who has a special skill. For example, if
you have a rabbit club of very young
Cloverbuds who are first year members
and you are a first year leader, you may
have no idea how to show a rabbit. The
illustrations in the instruction book may

be just too confusing for you to follow,
too! Invite a teen from an established 4-H
rabbit club to come to a meeting and give
a demonstration to the Cloverbuds on
how to show a rabbit. The teen will
connect with your club members in ways
you can not. The cherry on top in this
example is that the teen gets valuable
experience in leadership for participat-
ing with the young club
members!

Another example is a
livestock club with a leader
and members who have
never raised a lamb. They
need to learn how to buy an
animal, how to feed it and
how to care for it. Invite a leader who has
had a club for several years to come to a
meeting and give pointers on buying an
animal. Invite a representative from a
local feed store to be a guest speaker at
another meeting to discuss the types of
feed available, prices and amounts
needed to feed your animal. Visits with
other clubs and local vendors helps build
a healthy information network for your
club in the community.

Field trips are another way to
= energize the club. Field trips can vary
in length. The trip might be a one-hour
tour of a local feed store or farm, or it
could be an over-night field trip to San
Francisco to view an event or shop for

materials hard to find in Reno. Over-night
trips can also be a great learning
opportunity for 4-H club members. Form
a field trip committee to plan the trip to
provide the club members with details of
the cost of transportation, food and
lodging. Not only will the members learn
about the subject material, they will have
learned how to collect information and
make the decisions necessary to plan

a trip.

@ Instead of meeting at the same

= location all the time, have the meeting
at a pizza place or sandwich shop nearby.
Moving the venue and eating together can
provide bonding that the club members
may not have achieved at their usual club
meeting location.

Enhancing your club meetings with guest
speakers, field trips or just a change in
location can energize the club. Don't think
of the changes as more work or harder to
organize, because you should be dele-
gating some of the responsibility to others.
These energizing additions may take the
club in some unexpected directions.
Remember, the reason you volunteered to
be a leader is to work with the young
people in your club. Also remember to
lead gently and you will be surprised at the
things you will learn. Hang on and enjoy
the ride, let some of these ideas to
enhance your club meetings help you
make the best better!

4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.



Level 1 Testing
For Douglas
County

Sierra Rider’s project
members who need
to test for their Level
1 skills will meet at 8
a.m. at the Douglas
] County Fairgrounds

for written and riding
skills testing. Afterwards, time per-
mitting, members will have a workout.
Please contact your horse leader for
specific details. All members plan-
ning to participate in the Nevada
State 4-H Expo Horse Show must
have successfully passed Level 1
testing to participate.

Contact the Douglas County Coopera-
tive Extension office, 775-782-9960
for information.

celebrate the Magic

Join 4-H members from across

Nevada as they participate in
the Nevada State Fair &
State 4-H Expo. Fair and
Expo dates are August 20-24.

to all participants. Thursday August 21 is

$70 Car-load Night (up to 12 people legally
seated in the vehicle) for fairgoers who park on

Wednesday August 20 is free

fairground parking lots and use the carnival gate
or office gate. Friday through Sunday, admission
is $10 per adult with free parking and free admis—
sion to the truck pull Friday night and demolition
derby on Saturday night.

Not only can you watch your 4-Her, you can also
enjoy the fair! For more information go to
www.nvstatefair.com and check it out.

Carson City/Storey County Hosts pREeS

4 [ [ \ {‘
Portfolio Organization Workshop ~
All Carson City and Storey County 4-Hers are invited to aftend a Portfolio Y \%/d‘
organization workshop Friday, August 1, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. at the Coop- * S
erative Extension Carson City office conference room. Submitting a port- g

folio to the office allows your Cooperative Extension staff to know what
your project goals were throughout the year and what you have accom-

plished. Pulling it all together is much easier and more fun when we work together.

So let's get busy and highlight your 2007 — 2008 4-H year through a visual presentation of project
records, experiences, events you have attended and your ideas on the work you've done. The of-
fice will supply rulers, scissors, glue, magic markers, a 3-hole punch and scads of colored paper.
Bring your binders, record sheets, pictures, spiffy plastic sleeves for those special pages and lets’ get
organized!

4-Hers who have a portfolio from a previous year are encouraged to bring it to share with our new
members. Please remember we do not have a color copier in this office. So pages you want
printed in color must come with you. For more information on this workshop call 775-887-2252



State Shooting Spotts
Traihing

Oct. 17-19, 2008 will be
Nevada State Shooting
Sports training and certifi-
cation for all 4-H shooting
sports leaders. Leaders who register must be at
least 21 years of age. Registration deadline is
Sep. 19, and cost is $70, which includes all
lunch and dinner meals and all training materi-
als. Lodging and transportation to the event are
the responsibility of the participants . Training
will be in Lovelock,
Nevada, and will cover the following disciplines:
archery, shotgun, rifle, muzzle loader and pistol.
Contact your county Cooperative Extension
office for a registration form and for more infor-
mation. Anyone leading a 4-H shooting sports
club must attend this training for the discipline
you are teaching to your group.

mation.

Exciting Changes for
Washoe 4-H Program

Washoe County 4-H Youth Development Program is making some
important changes that 4-H leaders and families need to be aware of.
In an effort to streamline required paperwork and to eliminate multi-
ple due dates, beginning with the new 4-H year in October 2008 all
enrollment forms and commitment to excellence/rules and regulations
will be due by October 31 for current 4-H members. As clubs add new
members we are asking 4-H leaders to complete and submit the re-
quired forms within 30 days of enrollment.

Additionally, each club will need to submit the its financial records
for the previous year (Oct. 1- Sept. 30) by October 31. The office will
mail the forms to clubs at the end of September. All instructions will
accompany the forms. 4-H leaders will also receive a printout of
enrolled 4-H members in their club and new enrollment forms.

Washoe County 4-H Youth Development Program will be assessing
and asking for feedback regarding interest in receiving 4-H communi-
cations via email. The database system is now configured for email
communication. As always we invite your feedback and look forward
to better serving the needs of 4-H leaders and families. Please contact
Sarah Chvilicek, Coordinator, Washoe County 4-H Youth Develop-
ment Programs at 775-784-4848 or chviliceks@unce.unr.edu or Cindy
Smullen, Community Based Instructor, smullenc@unce.unr.edu.

cCarson City/Storey County
Resume Writing Workshop

How do you tell a potential employer or a
university where you are applying that
you are the one in whom they should in-
vest their time and energy? Write a solid
resume. Part art and part science, a
solid resume should impress with-
out appearing to brag, and
catch the readers’ atten-
tion without making them
feel overwhelmed. Join
Carson City/Storey County
youth in learning how to
accomplish these goals on Friday, August
15, 6:30 — 8 p.m. at the Carson City
Cooperative Extension office conference
room. Call 775-887-2252 for more infor-

\/

Welcome Sam!

Washoe County 4-H Youth
Development is pleased to
announce that Sam Mitchell
has joined the team in the
Washoe office as the Admin-
istrative Assistant for 4-H
Youth Development. He is
very excited to be a part of
our 4-H team and looks
forward to meeting you and
offering his services for what-
ever you may need regarding
the 4-H program.

Sam brings with him many
years of experience in admin-
istrative responsibilities as well
as working in the newspaper
industry for a number of years
— a skill he will be able to use
right away with Clover Clips!

If you are by the office stop in
and say hello. He can be
reached by phone at 775-784-
4848 or by email at
mitchells@unce.unr.edu.
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Western Area
August dates to remember

August 4:

4-H Camp Wrap-up Meeting.

6:30 p.m., Bower’s Mansion

August 13:

Livestock Leaders’ Meeting 5:30 p.m
Small Animal Leaders’ Meeting 7 p.m.
Washoe County Office

August 20-24:
Nevada State Fair and 4-H Expo
Reno Livestock Events Center

SWER *RESOURLCE =CENTER

Online National 4-H Directory
Are you looking for a new activity for camp or a club meeting? Do you
need to find a llama curriculum? If so, check out the newest resources
added to the National Directory of 4-H Materials at 4-hdirectory.org !

The National 4-H Directory of Materials is a national database designed
to share both national and state 4-H resources with educators, 4-H Club
leaders, youth and volunteers. This first-of-its-kind online National 4-H
Directory will allow you to share information about your 4-H projects,
programs and more! Visit this site often to see new and useful resources
as they are made available to help you with your youth development
programming.

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.

WESTERN AREA OFFICES.
Carson City/ Douglas County Washoe County
Storey County (775) 782-9960 (775) 784-4848
(775) 887-2252 1329 Waterloo 5305 Mill Street
2621 Northgate Lane Gardnerville, NV 89410 Reno, NV 89502
Suite 15 PO Box 338

Carson City, NV 89701 Minden, NV 89423-0338
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Clover Clips is published monthly by the University of Nevada
Cooperative Extension for the benefit of 4-H members, leaders,
families and others. The University of Nevada, Reno is an Equal
Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer and does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, creed,
national origin, veterna status, physical or mental disability, and
sexual orientation in any program or activity it operates. The
University of Nevada employs only United States citizens and aliens
lawfully authorized to work in the United States
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Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

4-H Events Calendar

August 2008

*

DATE WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY
1 Portfolio Workshop, 6:30 - 8 p.m.
2
4 Camp Wrap-up Mtg., 6:30 p.m., |Speaking with Confidence,
Bower's Mansion 6:30 - 8 p.m.
5 Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.
7 Silver Saddle Gang Workshop
6:30 - 8 p.m
8
9 Horse levels testing, Douglas
County Fairgrounds, 8 a.m.
10
11 4-H Council Mtg., 6:30 - 8 p.m
Carson City All-4-H Fairgrounds
12 Tour, 6:30 - 8 p.m, Carson City
Fairgrounds
Livestock Leaders' Mtg.
13 5:30p.m.
Small Animal Leaders' Mtg. 7
p.m.
14
. Horse 4-H Expo workout,
15 R.esume Writing Workshop, Douglas County Fairgrounds,
6:30 - 8 p.m
9am.
16
19 Speaking with Confidence,
6:30 - 8 p.m.
Aug 20-24: Nevada State Fair
20 |and 4-H Expo, Reno Livestock
Events Center
21
Leader's Council meeting,
25
7 p.m.
26 Speaking with Confidence,

6:30 - 8 p.m.




Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

Upcoming 4-H Events Calendar

SEPTEMBER 2008

DATE WESTERN AREA |CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY| DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY
1 LABOR DAY - OFFICES CLOSED
All Carson City/Storey County
7 4-H Bar-B-Que, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Silver Saddle Ranch
8
4-H Council meeting, . .
6:30 - 8 p.m. Horse Leader's meeting, 6 p.m.
State 4-H Shooting Sports
10 Committee Mtg.,
6 - 8 p.m., video conference.
Teen & Leader Training for
13 Teen and Parents, 8 a.m., for
Leaders, 11 a.m.
Livestock Leaders' Mtg.
5:30 p.m.
17 Small Animal Leaders' Mtg.
7pm
4-H Leaders' Council, 8 p.m.
18
State 4-H Shooting Sports -
20 Match, Elko Public Range Dressage Clinic, TBA
Teen Institute begins,
22 2:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Leaders' Council meeting,
7p.m.
27 Horse Judging Contest, TBA
Pumpkin Patch Fund Raiser _
4 and Carnival, at Fuji Park Pumpkin Patch and Fall
am. -4 p.m. Festival, 8 a.m.
5
13 4-H Council Mtg.,6:30 - 8 p.m.
14 Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.
Livestock Leaders' Mtg.  5:30
15 p.m. Small
Animal Leaders' Mtg. 7 p.m.
Snapshop Day on the
18 .
Carson River
19
27 Leaders' Council, 7 p.m.

31

NEVADA DAY - OFFICES CLOSED
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