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Community Service and Club Oifices Spur Civic Engagement

“Citizenship is acting with informed concern for self
and others through exercising of one’s rights, duties and
responsibilities as a citizen of society.”

National 4-H Council

As was discussed in the last issue of Clover Clips, Na-
tional 4-H headquarters is attempting to guide 4-H Youth
Development programs through three Mission Mandates:
Science, Engineering and Technology (SET), Healthy Life-
styles, and Citizenship. Each issue of Clover Clips in the
near future will highlight aspects of these mandates that
can be instituted through 4-H Club
programming.

In this issue of Clover Clips we
take a look at Citizenship. Since its
inception, 4-H has placed emphasis
on the importance of young people
being engaged, well-informed citi-
zens. By connecting to their com-
munities and leaders, youth under-
stand their role in civic affairs and
are able to expand their role in de-
cision-making processes. It be-
comes clear that civic engagement
provides a foundation for our youth
to understand the big picture of life
and learn the skill sets that will al-
low them to become the future wise
leaders of the 21 century.

National 4-H offers opportuni-
ties for youth to learn about civic
engagement through programs like National Conference,
held near Washington D.C., and centered on the federal
government, and National Congress, held in Atlanta, that
revolves around 4-H youth meeting their peers from around
the country and encourages idea-sharing about community
involvement projects. Closer to home, local 4-H clubs can
create an interest in civic engagement and citizenship

through club structure and community service projects.

Each 4-H club with a minimum number of members
forms an officer’s contingent that fulfills the 4-H goal of
youth and adult partnership, but also teaches our youth the
duties and responsibilities of holding an office. When a
club holds a business meeting run by the club president or
vice-president, or when the secretary or reporter gives a re-
view of the last meeting’s minutes or an overview of a fund
raising project, these youth are taking control of a club
meeting, but are also involved in their club’s direction and
destiny.

These officers have learned the du-
ties of their positions and come to un-
derstand the responsibilities that come
along with an official position. This
understanding can be easily transferred
to the larger political scene of our com-
munities. Many times, a youth’s inter-
est in civic affairs can be directly
traced to his/her exposure and experi-
ence in 4-H club positions. Our 4-H
youth in official positions practice pub-
lic speaking, creating a meeting
agenda, keeping control of a meeting,
and develop the understanding that of-
ficers are there to serve. That is why it
is a good idea to rotate officers’ posi-
tions regularly to ensure that all mem-
bers experience the responsibility and
pleasure of an office.

Along with holding an office, community service, or
service learning, can also connect our 4-H youth to their
communities and community leaders. Service learning has
been described as a type of experiential education that in-
volves youth in both community service and an educational

(Continued on page 2)

4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.



Discover Dorm Life

You are invited to experience college life! Discover Your Fu-
ture is a program at the University of Nevada, Reno that lets youth
14 to 19 years old take a close-up look at life on campus.

Here is your chance to investigate college majors and career
interests, stay in a college dormitory, eat college food, meet col-
lege professors and
make many new
friends.

Fun activities in-
clude a cook-out/
picnic, rock-wall
climbing, swimming,
basketball, and other
recreational activities.

It all happens June 21-25, 2009.

Early-bird registration fee (On or Before May 1st): $200

Normal registration fee (On or Before May 15th): $220

The last day to register is May 15.

For more information contact Steve Schafer at 775-784-6207
or email schafers@unce.unr.edu

Registration is available online at http://
www.unce.unr.edu/4H/calendar/files/
pdf/2009DYFRegistrationPacket.pdf

Get Ready for Rabbits in May

The Great Basin Bunnies 4-H Club is hosting an all county 4-
H rabbit show May 16. The show will be held at Grace Warner
Elementary School in Reno, starting at 7:30 a.m. Included will be
Showmanship, Feed ID, a Costume Contest, Raffle, Poster Con-
test and Hurdles.

There will also be an amazing snack bar. Many ribbons and
trophies will be given out.

If you would like a show catalog sent to you, please call Traci
Trout at 775-747-6301.

Your Future

Civic Engagement

(Continued from page 1)

opportunity. Educators have recognized service learning as a teach-
ing strategy that applies education to youth-identified community
needs. As our youth identify community needs and issues through
club outreach, they learn that they are a vital part of the community
and their project knowledge can benefit the larger community.
Through service learning, our youth also create a chance to reflect
upon their endeavors with other club and community members. They
experience the thrill of achieving real objectives for their communi-
ties. They come to a deeper understanding of their communities’
makeup. They gain needed competence and confidence by gaining
real skills that lead to real service. This chance at service is the ulti-
mate citizenship goal.

Shooting, Shoots and
Sewing Suit 4-H’ers

Washoe County Home Arts Leaders are plan-
ning aspring workshop to be held April 4, 2009
at Washoe Office. It will include sessions on
gardening, shooting sports and a consumer judg-
ing challenge. The event is scheduled for 8:30
a.m. to noon. Cost is only $5, please RSVP to
Cindy Smullen at 775-784-4848 or email
smullenc@unce.unr.edu.

Spring is Small Animal Time

Washoe County Small Animal Leaders pre-
sent their spring show featuring classes in both
breed and showmanship for rabbit, cavy and
poultry. This event will be held at the Reno
Livestock Event Center March 21, with deadline
for entry of March 11.

Youth are also invited AN
to enter a feed identifica- ), €
tion class and poster \
contest. There will be a
4-H snack bar, a “u-pick”
raffle and fun classes to
include costume classes
for all species and hurdle class for rabbits. Check
in for the event will be 7:30 a.m. Activities will
run until about 5 p.m.

Pick up entry at your 4-H office. You can
also call the Washoe County Office 775-784-
4848 or email mitchells@unce.unr.edu and we’ll
send you a copy.

Simon Says “Ride”

Washoe County 4-H Horse Leaders are offer-
ing a mounted horse clinic on March 21 at the
Reno Livestock Events Center, 8:30 a.m. — 2:00
p-m. This clinic is open to all area

4-H members. Topics to be offered are: you
and your horse overcoming those trail obstacles,
practice your roping skills, desensitizing your
horse — part 2. There will also be a lunch & learn
where the mounted unit of the Sparks Police De-
partment will provide a demonstration of an
Equine Police Unit.

4-H dress and a properly fitted ASTM-SEI
equestrian rated helmet are required.

Additionally, there will be a gymkhana clinic
on March 29, at the Lemmon Valley Horse
Arena, time TBA. Participants will be able to
build on their gymkhana skills.
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Get Grip on Primitive Bows and Arrows

Kent McAdoo, Elko UNCE Range-
land Specialist, is set to share his 13
years of experience hand-making Na-
tive American bows and arrows on
March 18, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the
Carson City UNCE conference room.

4-H’ers and their families are en-
couraged to mark their calendars and
get ready to be fully engaged in
Kent’s high energy presentation and
hands on demonstration. Each of
Kent’s beautiful and unique bows and arrows are made
from native plants and shrubs and field tested. The public is
invited to attend this free event. Call 775-887-2252 for
more information.

Capital City Farm Days
2009, a Capitol Event

This year’s Capital City Farm Days is scheduled for
April 23 and 24. Carson City and Douglas County students,
grades K -5, their teachers and parents are scheduled to at-
tend each day from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

The focus of Farm Days is Nevada agriculture and envi-
ronmental issues surround-
ing ranching and farming in
Nevada.

Area 4-H’ers with agri-
culture related projects are
invited to participate as pre-
senters on one or both days.
4-H’ers involved in non-
agriculture related projects
are needed to assist with
milk distribution to classes and lunches for our presenters.
This event counts as community service. Please contact the
office for school release letters as soon as possible and to
reserve your space.

This is our first year to hold the event in the new Carson
City Fair Grounds Barn and arenas as well as Fuji Exhibit
Hall. Call Carson City UNCE at 775-887-2252.

4-H’ers Invited to Take
A Walk On The Wild Side

Carson City/Storey County 4-H’ers and their fami-
lies are invited to a tour of Animal Ark located in
Northern Washoe County, April 18. Linda Thompson,
Carson Snappers 4-H photography club leader, will be
on hand to lead us from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. giving
everyone an inside look at this amazing northern Ne-
vada wild animal sanctuary. All animals are kept in
natural setting enclosures ideal for great photo oppor-
tunities. The all volunteer staff is well versed in the
histories of the Ark’s critters and prepared to answer
questions.

We will meet at the UNCE
Carson office at 9:30 a.m. and
car caravan out. Call the of-
fice and sign up now to take
advantage of this great oppor-
tunity. With 10 or more sign
ups we will be eligible for a
reduced entrance fee of $6 per
visitor, 2 years old and under
are free. Participants should plan to bring their lunch
as we will picnic at the site. Directions to the Ark:
north on US 395 from Reno to Red Rock Road (Exit
78). Turn right and drive 11.5 miles to Deerlodge
Road. Turn right and look for the sign.

Call 775-887-2252 to sign up.

Carson City Livestock
Qualifier Date Set

Carson City Arrowhead Livestock club
is partnering with Douglas County 4-H for
the 2009 Carson Livestock Qualifier. The
event takes place Saturday, April 11 in the
all new Carson City Fairgrounds and Fuji
Park Exhibit Hall. Set up for the event be-
gins 4 p.m., Friday, April 10. Weigh-in
8:00 to 8:45 a.m. Saturday at the fair-
grounds and the show starts at 9:15 a.m.
Participating families are encouraged to
bring a dish to share for the fantastic bar-
beque following the event.

Call 775-887-2252 for more information.




Western Area
March dates to remember

March 1-2 Capital Days

March 4 & 30 Camp Planning Mtg.

March 13-14 State Leader’'s Forum
In Fallon

Video Conferences 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Maybe it’s time to get off the phone. Look, we all love
to keep in touch with friends and family; and getting a
text or message from someone can be a lot of fun. But
constantly being interrupted by answering the phone
makes it hard to concentrate.

Setting the phone aside for just an hour or two can
free up enough time to write that paper or finish those
chapters in your book. Paying attention to just one thing
lets you get it done faster, and understand it better.

Then you can call and tell your friends all about it.

Time Management

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.

WESTERN AREA OFFICES
Carson City/ Douglas County Washoe County
Storey County (775) 782-9960 (775) 784-4848
(775) 887-2252 1329 Waterloo 5305 Mill Street
2621 Northgate Lane Gardnerville, NV 89410 Reno, NV 89502

Suite 15 PO Box 338
Carson City, NV 89701 Minden, NV 89423-0338

Clover Clips is published monthly by the University of Nevada
Cooperative Extension for the benefit of 4-H members, leaders,
families and others. The University of Nevada, Reno is an Equal
Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer and does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, creed,
national origin, veterna status, physical or mental disability, and
sexual orientation in any program or activity it operates. The
University of Nevada employs only United States citizens and aliens
lawfully authorized to work in the United States
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