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For more than 100 years, 4-H has engaged youth and 
helped them create successful lives.  Countless youth 
across the country have started exploration of their even-
tual careers through activities and club projects offered 
through 4-H youth development programming. This pro-
gramming focused on the agricultural and natural sciences, 
electricity, mechanics and entrepreneurship.  4-H, and the 
volunteers involved, can be proud of youth programming 
that offered real-world challenges and opportunities. 

Today is no different.  National 4-H has 
broadened its focus to include programming 
that centers around Science, Engineering and 
Technology, or SET for short.  4-H recognizes 
that science and technology  careers have 
changed and that our youth need to be engaged 
or they will be left behind.  Our country faces 
stiff international competition for research, 
education and employment opportunities.  4-H 
realizes our youth need hands-on opportunities 
in the SET arena if our nation is to continue as 
a world-leader in the sciences. 

The US is actually falling behind other nations in devel-
oping the future workforce of scientists, engineers and 
technology experts.  America is now facing entering the 
21st century with a shortage of scientists.  Less than 20  
percent of US high school seniors are proficient in science.  
Only 5 percent of current US college graduates earn sci-
ence, engineering or technology  degrees compared to 66 
percent in Japan and 59 percent in China. 

If we add these statistics to the fact that American engi-
neers are retiring in record numbers, it becomes clear that 
the US faces a crisis with the ability to keep up with the 
increasing demand for professionals in the SET fields.  4-H 
recognizes that we must act now to prepare the next gen-
eration of SET learners if we want to ensure our country’s 

global competitiveness. 
Fortunately, 4-H youth development is connected to the 

106 land grant universities and colleges of the Cooperative 
Extension System.  This connection to the research and 
resources of these universities and colleges strategically 
positions 4-H to help strengthen US global competitiveness 
and leadership.  This connection has enabled 4-H to offer 
science opportunities in subjects like rocketry, robotics, bio
-fuels, renewable energy and computer science.  This pro-

gramming is found in club and out-of-school   
settings and has enabled 4-H to reach close 
to 5 million youth with hands-on learning 
experiences that encourages young minds 
that will eventually fill the ranks of needed 
leaders proficient in the sciences.  These   
science experiences are supported by more 
than a half million adult 4-H volunteers who 
are placing 4-H youth on a path towards  
successful science careers. 
     The 4-H goal is to prepare 1 million new 

young people to excel in science, engineering and technol-
ogy by 2013.  4-H is a public/private partnership and can 
focus a variety of resources and expertise to encourage 
young people’s discovery and exploration of science.    
Fostering a passion in science today will shape education 
and career decisions tomorrow. 

We can help national 4-H reach its goals by ensuring 
that our local 4-H programming includes some aspect of 
SET education.  Club projects or 4-H after school program-
ming offering rockets, robotics or GPS technologies, may 
seem like small steps for improving our national outlook in 
science education, but these are important first steps in 
lighting the fire of curiosity of our young people.  This first
-fire of curiosity will ensure a bright future for our country 
and our youth. 

4-H SET Prepares Youth For Science Leadership 

4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. 

SET



 

 

Return of Rabbit 101 
 

Susan and Desiree Rogers are ready to answer your ques-
tions on raising super 4-H project bun-
nies during their information packed 
workshop August 15, at the Fuji Park 
Exhibit Hall in Carson City.  This event 
is scheduled from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
is open to people only; no bunnies 
please.  Demonstration bunnies will be 
provided by the presenters. 
 

Participants will learn: 
• Tattoo techniques, both clamp and hand operated. 
• Health care – including caring for teeth, nails, palpating 

your bunny and checking for future health problems includ-
ing some holistic health care practices. 

 

Please call the Carson City/Storey County office at 775-887-
2252 to register. 

 
4-H Shooting Sports Match   

This year’s State 4-H Shooting Sports Match takes place 
Saturday, September 26, in Eureka.  4-H’ers who qualify at the 

county level in their  discipline are eligible 
to compete in that  discipline at the State 
Match.  Carson City/Storey County 4-H’ers 
participating in 4-H Shooting Sports need 
to contact their leaders for dates of their 
clubs qualifying event. 
Applications packets are available for the 

State Match at  local UNCE offices or through each club’s 
leaders.  For more information on this culminating event for 
Shooting Sports        4-H’ers call your local office, or your club 
leader. 
 
Daze of Summer Days 

We are in the hot summer days and few of us are thinking 
about fall, school and a new 4-H year. BUT, now is the perfect 
time to start working on your 4-H story for your record book/
portfolio. 

You can write a draft, share it with your 4-H leader or an-
other 4-H member, and then hold it as you put in other pieces 
of your book together. 

Remember your pictures? Fairs give you an excellent oppor-
tunity to gather those action photos. So, don’t delay! Write to-
day! 

RSVP for BBQ at NSF ASAP 
 

All teens ages 13 and up can participate 
in a community service by helping at the 4-H 
BBQ August 26, 5-8 p.m. at the Nevada 
State Fair! Teens will meet at the Douglas    
4-H office at 3:45 p.m., and be picked up at 
10 p.m.   

     Fair admission 
and BBQ will be free 
of charge to teens.  
Ride wristbands 
should be purchased 
prior to August 15 
for $16 at Scolari’s 
or Sak’n’Save.  If 
you wait to purchase 

wristbands at the fair, the cost is $26.  
You must RSVP by July 31.to ensure a 

space in the van, with first come-first serve 
after that date.  Please RSVP to Adrienne at 
sawyera@unce.unr.edu or (775) 782-9960.  

Space is limited. (counts for all teens to-
wards portfolio requirements!) Teens who 
will already be at State Fair with their pro-
jects still need to RSVP!  

 
Learn to Lasso in Lemmon Valley 

 

Have you always 
longed to lasso? Do you 
regret not using your lar-
iat? Gotta riata? Then 
you should come to the 
roping clinics sponsored 
by the Silver Knolls 
Spurs on  August 7 and 
August 14.  

The clinics will be 
held in the picnic area of the Lemmon Val-
ley Horsemen's Arena both Friday evenings 
at 6:00 p.m.  

The plan is to have 5 instructors and 5 
roping dummies. Any interested youth can 
bring their horses to practice mounted rop-
ing. 

It’s the place to be if you’re hopin’ for 
ropin’. 

For more information call Linda Zimmer-
man at 775-972-7241 or email her at               
zephyrarabians@renonevada.net. 



 

 

Design the Logo for the 2010  
Nevada 4-H Leaders Forum 

 

You are invited to design a logo for the 2010 Nevada  
4-H Leaders Forum.  The winning design will win a 4-H 
Promotional Gift Pack which will include a free registra-
tion to the 2010 Leaders Forum. The winning design will 
be featured on all the brochures, registrations,   programs, 
etc for the forum.  It will also be featured on the Univer-
sity of Nevada Cooperative Extension/4-H  website. 

The 2010 Forum will be held in 
Las Vegas (January 29-31, 2010).  
The theme for the forum is “Shake It 
Up In Vegas”. 

Pencils, pens, crayons, paint, mark-
ers, computer programs, etc can be 
used in creating the logo.  However, 
all entries need to be digitized as a gif, 
jpeg, bmp, word, or pdf file and must 
be entered on a standard size (8 ½” x 
11”) sheet of paper.  Multiple entries can be submitted. 

Entries must be submitted through your respective 
County UNCE/4-H Office and entries are due to Debby 
Woodland (Pahrump UNCE/4-H Office) by Friday,     
August 14, 2009.  The Executive Committee of the   
Leaders Forum Planning Committee will select the     
winning entry.  The designer of the winning entry will be  
notified by August 21, 2009. 

Questions should be directed to Debby Woodland, at 
775-727-5532. Good luck to all. 

 
Washoe County Livestock Record Books 
 

All youth from Washoe County showing a livestock 
project are required to turn in a completed record book to 
the Washoe Office by August 19, 2009. 

This is an requirement from the Washoe County lead-
ers who would like to ensure the livestock program main-
tains a high level of education. By doing a completed   
record book, you document your experience and see your 
growth. As your expertise grows you are able to take on 
more leadership responsibilities.  

Record books also demonstrate the work that 4-H 
members have put in to their market projects. 

 
Record Books II 

Still need more help on those record books? There will 
be a Record Book Clinic on Saturday, September 12 at 10 
a.m. in the Raley’s Event Center on Robb Drive. For 
more information call my Zimmerman at775-972-7241 or 
email  zephyrarabians@renonevada.net  

Get Ideas at the Nevada State Fair 
 

Many of you are entered in the Nevada State 
Fair, and plan to attend the event. If you are not, 
we encourage you to attend and check out what 
other youth have been working on all year. The 
Exhibit Hall has all the Home 
Arts projects which include  
photography, art, sewing,      
horticulture, science, wood-
working and foods.  

Wednesday and Thursday is 
the dog show where you can 
see youth and their dogs doing agility, obedience, 
showmanship and rally. Thursday is the large live-
stock check-in; and Friday and Saturday are good 
times to check out livestock both large and small.  

Go on line to www.nvstatefair.com for details 
of times and events. This is a great time to look at 
and talk with others in a new project you might be 
interested in.  
 

Clean Your Wheels 
Got a dirty car? Get it washed and your dona-

tion will support the Douglas County rabbit, cavy 
and poultry  projects.  Visit their carwash at the 
parking lot of the Douglas 
County Extension Office 
at 1329 Waterloo Lane in 
Gardnerville on Saturday,  
August 15, between 9 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. and drive away 
in a nice clean car!    

 
Learn to Judge Horses 

Do you  know your horse’s gaskin from its el-
bow? Or whether its too wide in the withers? If 
you want to judge horses, that’s just part of what 
you can learn August 8, at the Horse Judging 
Clinic being sponsored by Silver Knolls Spurs.  

The clinic starts that Saturday at 10 a.m. at the 
Raley’s Event Center in Golden Valley.  Here you 
can learn about what it takes to be a good judge of 
horses. Talk about the horses’ “ideal” conforma-
tion, gaits and abilities. Also learn about the men-
tal control and stamina needed to judge. 

For more information call Amy Zimmerman at 
775-972-7241 or email  

zephyrarabians@renonevada.net  



 

 

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. 

Western Area 
August dates to remember 

August 6 - Nevada State Fair 
Livestock Committee Video Conf. 
 
August 19 - Livestock Record 
Books due for State Fair 
 
August 26-30 - Nevada State Fair 

Web Resource Center 
Science is about understanding the world around you.  Don’t 

think of complicated formulas, lab coats and textbooks.  Think of 
curious youth always asking why.  Now, imagine having the re-
sources to find the answers to those questions. That’s what science 
experiments– and Science Kids at Home- are all about.  

Free Kids Science Experiments are fun science activities.  Check 
the website - http://www.sciencekidsathome.com 

Select the experiments tab.  There are more than 15 science ex-
periments to select from.  Each lesson includes a materials list, de-
tailed step by step directions, and provides the answers to the ques-
tion, “What is happening? 

Have fun while being a scientist! 

http://www.sciencekidsathome.com�


Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

 4-H Events Calendar

August 2009

DATE
WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY

6

NSF Livestock Committee 
Mtg., 5:30 p.m., Video conf. 
Carson, Reno, Yerrington 
and Lovelock

8  

Pine Nut Riders Horse Show,  CC 
fairgrounds, 9a.m.-3p.m.  S.C 
comstock Hot Shots Shoot, Ice 
House Range, 1 a.m.-5 p.m.

Horse Judging Clinic, 10 a.m.,  
Raley's Event Center in Golden 
Valley

10  4-H Council,  6:30 – 8 pm  

11  Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

15
Car Wash for Rabbit, Cavy, 
Chicken projects, 9a.m. to 2 
p.m. at 4-H office

19 Elementary Schools in Session   

Livestock Leaders Mtg., 5:30p.m.   
Small Animal Leaders, 7 p.m.     
Livestock Record Books due for 
youth showing at NSF

22
Fair Work Day, Painting and 
set up tables, Fairgrounds 
9a.m.-1p.m.

24 Secondary Schools in Session   
Leaders' Council 7 p.m.

26
Teen Institute Community 
Service 4-H BBQ, 5 p.m.,            
State Fair

26-30 Nevada State Fair  



Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

Upcoming  4-H Events Calendar

DATE WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY

 

7 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY - OFFICES CLOSED 

8 Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

9 State 4-H Shooting Sports 
Video Conference 6-9 p.m.  

12 Record Book Workshop, 10 a.m.,   
Raley's Event Center, Robb Drive

14  4-H Council,  6:30 – 8 pm
Teen Orientation, 5:30-6:15 p.m.  
All Member/Leader Orientation 
and Signup Night, 6:30 p.m.

Livestock Leaders Mtg., 5:30p.m.   
Small Animal Leaders, 7 p.m. 

16 State 4-H Ambassadors mtg.,  
5:30 p.m. Video Conf.

Livestock Leaders Mtg., 5:30p.m.   
Small Animal Leaders, 7 p.m. 

19 Horse Judging Contest, 8 a.m.      
Maplewood Stables

26 State 4-H Shooting Sports    
Match, Eureka

28  
Teen Institute Community 
Service Day, 2:30-6:30 p.m.          
Leaders' Council 7 p.m.

 

1 Portfolios due by 4 p.m.

3 Pumpkin Patch/Harvest Craft Fair  Pumpkin Patch and Fall Festival, 

September 2009

October 2009

3  Pumpkin Patch/Harvest Craft Fair  
fundraiser, Fuji park, all day

Pumpkin Patch and Fall Festival, 
8 a.m.  

5 Teen Institute 2:30 p.m.  

10
Silver Knolls Spurs, Autumn 
Antics Show, Lemmon Valley 
Arena 8 a.m.

12  4-H Council,  6:30 – 8 pm   

13  Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

17
Silver Knolls Spurs, Endurance 
Ride, Lemmon Valley Arena 8 
a.m.

19 County Awards Night, 6:30 p.m.,   
CV Methodist  

21  Livestock Leaders Mtg., 5:30p.m.   
Small Animal Leaders, 7 p.m. 

26  Leaders' Council 7 p.m.

30  Six Flag trip for Teen Institute,       
8 a.m.

30 NEVADA DAY HOLIDAY - OFFICES CLOSED 

30-   
Nov.1

State 4-H Ambassadors 
Training, at State 4-H Camp
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