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With all of the activities we have in our everyday lives 
coupled with our 4-H activities, the last thing any of us 
needs to be doing is “reinventing” plans or ideas for our   4
-H work. What do we mean? We know that each club 
leader has activities and “tricks of the trade” that has 
proven to work for her/him. What has worked for one club 
may just work for another. 

In the coming year, Clover Clips will highlight some of 
these tips/ideas so that all may benefit. We want you to 
spend your time efficiently without ex-
pending precious resources to find 
“new” ideas or resurrecting old ones 
from years past. It is quite possible that 
the club across town or in the next 
county has an idea or plan that will 
work for you. What you might think of 
as a “dog-eared” activity may be a fresh 
and new to other clubs.  

We want your hard work to benefit youth and clubs and 
we want to recognize you for your contributions to the 
Western Area 4-H Youth Development Program. 

To start us off, we want to reintroduce you to online 
resources that you may have used in the past but what is 
different now is that all of these resources can be found in 
one place – a one stop shop if you will. 4-h.org has been 
retooled to be a single source location for all things “4-H”.  

There is information for the 4-H Leader, 4-H member 
and 4-H staff. You will find history about 4-H, current 
news and press releases. Current research in youth Devel-
opment is posted, as well as noting who 4-H partners are 
and careers in 4-H. 

For the 4-H volunteer, there are many resources such as 
cloverbud information, club officer training and installa-
tion, ceremony ideas, community service support and 
working with youth with special needs. 4-H 101 is posted 
there and is an excellent source for understanding the ba-
sics of 4-H.  

The tab for new leader orientation leads the volunteer to 
online training modules from many partner organizations 
that are self-paced. There are also training presentations 
posted. Other options include planning for your 4-H year, 
energizing 4-H meetings and tips on dealing with specific 
situations. 

General information for leaders includes topics on the 
essential elements, life skills, national initiatives and issues 
that young people face today. Leaders, take a moment and 

browse around! We are sure you will find nug-
gets that will help you.  
    Many of us know that young people are very 
comfortable in digital environments and 4-h.org 
doesn’t disappoint. 4-H members will find lots 
of fun activities as well as how they can expand 
their civic engagement potential. Youth will 
find information on national opportunities such 
as National 4-H Conference, National 4-H Con-

gress and Citizenship Washington Focus.  
There are tabs for activities on the SET (Science, Engi-

neering and Technology) initiatives which include discus-
sions from companies that are looking for a trained work-
force within the SET concepts. Why not do some career 
exploration; you may be surprised by all that is there for 
you! 

4-H Staff will also find many resources, in one location, 
to potentially help them do their jobs better. In times of 
tighter budgets and fewer and fewer training resources,    4
-h.org provides numerous online professional Development 
opportunities designed to assist staff with easy access to 
research. 

No matter what you are seeking relevant to your 4-H 
experience, 4-h.org is your gateway. Take the time to re-
fresh, reconnect and see what’s new! As always, your 4-H 
Youth Development staff person is there to help you. Have 
some fun and share your ideas and discoveries with other 
leaders, members and friends.  

Refresh and Reconnect – See What’s New! 

4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. 



 

 

Hop or Scurry Over to the  
4-H Small Animal Show 
 

The Washoe County 4-H Small Animal Lead-
ers will present a small animal show on February 
27th at the Reno Livestock Events Center Exhibit 
Hall, starting with check-in for Rabbit and Cavies 
from 7:30-8:30 a.m. and judging to start at 9. 
Poultry check-in is 9:00-9:30 a.m. with judging to 
start at 10. 

   This show is open to all area 4-H youth 5-19 
and will offer classes in breed and showmanship 
for rabbits, cavies and poultry.  Fun classes will 
be offered too such as costume and hurdles. Edu-

cational activities 
will include a 
poster contest.  
    New this year is 
a photo contest 
where exhibitors 
can enter a 

mounted photo of their rabbit, cavy or poultry. 
Back by popular  demand, is the raffle and 
chicken plop contest. 

A food booth will be on the grounds and the 
event is open to the public to view the animals 
and ask questions. Entries to the show are avail-
able at your local 4-H office, or online at the  
University Nevada Cooperative Extension web-
site in the calendar section of upcoming events. If 
you have any questions please contact Cindy 
Smullen at 775-784-4848 or by email at 
smullenc@unce.unr.edu.  

Get Your Basic First Aid Training 
 

Carson City/Storey County 4-Her’s 14 years of age and up 
and their parents are invited to attend a class in Basic First Aid at 

the Carson UNCE office March 
23, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
    The training is free and par-
ticipants do not have to be CPR 
certified to take the class.  
Please call Teri Spraggins at 775

-887-2252 to register for this great opportunity to learn how to 
respond and offer aid in an emergency situation. 

 

Fabulous 4-H Fabric and Rummage Sale 
The annual Fabulous 4-H Fabric and Rummage Sale is here.  

Come on out to Fuji Park Exhibition Hall at 601 Old Clear Creek 
Road in south Carson City to get good deals on all sorts of fabric 
and lightly used appliances, furniture and clothes.  

Sales dates are Saturday, February 6, from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m., 
and Sunday, February 7, from 9 a.m. until noon.  The annual sale 
is a scholarship fundraiser for the 4-H Council of Carson City 
and Storey County.  All proceeds go toward graduating 4-H   
seniors and those club members traveling to national and state   4
-H events. 
 

Jaclyn Benvin Wins Volunteerism Award 
 

Each year Soroptimist International of Washoe County recog-
nizes a young woman between the ages of 14 - 17 for her volun-
teerism.  The Violet Richardson Award is given to someone who 
makes the community and world a better place through volunteer 
efforts.   

This year’s recipient is 4-Her Jaclyn Benvin from the High 
Sierra Riders. She will be recognized on February 9th in Reno 
with the Soroptomist Internationals and receive a monetary 
award that she can donate to a cause of her choice. 

Starting Off on the Right Lead  
 

Join Washoe County 4-H Horse Leaders as they offer a mounted 4-H Horse 
Clinic on February 20, 2010 at the Reno Livestock Events Center Pavilion be-
ginning with registration at 8 a.m. Area 4-H members will enhance their skills 
with their horse as well as build on tack and feed identification and judging rea-
sons. 

The clinic will be divided into morning and afternoon sessions and clubs will 
be assigned. This is done to ensure that all riders have ample opportunity and 
space to ride. Look for the flier in your email inbox and/or mailbox to arrive 
soon with specific details and assignments. 

A snack bar coordinated by Silver Knolls Spurs will be available. 4-H members are required to wear 4-H dress to include 
boots (remember no “Fat Babies”) and approved equestrian helmets. 

Also, remember the annual Silver Knolls Spurs 4-H Club annual Tack Sale on Sunday, February 21 at the same location 
of the clinic. Look for great deals on tack and related horse items. Please contact Sarah Chvilicek at 
chviliceks@unce.unr.edu or phone at 775.784.4848 for more information. We look forward to seeing you at the clinic. 



 

 

Judging Contest in March (Take 1) 
 

The Pershing County 4-H and FFA members 
invite you join to them at the Pershing County 4-H 
Livestock Invitational Judging contest Saturday, 
March 13. Registration is from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. at 
the Pershing County 4-H Building in Lovelock. 

There will be instructions and reasons in the 
morning before lunch.  There is a concession stand 
available at noon. In the afternoon there will be 
Judges talk classes, a skillathon practice and dem-
onstration and an awards presentation. 

There are eight placement and four reasons 
classes (weight guess breaks ties) for beef, sheep, 
swine and goat. With four fun questions 

Please call (775 273-2923) or email to           
papam@unce.unr.edu to let us know if you are   
attending, and if you would be willing to help. 

 

Judging Contest in March (Take 2) 
 

Elko County 4-H/FFA Invitational Livestock 
Judging Contest will be March 27, at the Elko 
County Fairgrounds.  The event is sponsored by the 
Elko Kiwanis Club. All Nevada 4-H and FFA mem-
bers are invited to participate. 

There are two placement 
classes and one oral rea-
sons class in beef, sheep, 
goats, and swine. 

This will be Elko 
County’s qualifying   
contest for the State 4-H Livestock Judging Contest.  
FFA Chapters and 4-H clubs outside of Elko 
County are invited to use this contest as a practice 
for their State Livestock Judging Contests.  Tabula-
tion will be done separately for visiting teams. 

At-the-door registration begins at 8:30 a.m.  The 
judging starts at 9:00 a.m. There is a registration fee 
of five dollars, which includes lunch.. 

Pre-registration forms are available by email 
fisherm@unce.unr.edu, or at the Washoe 4-H office. 
Send your registration form and fee by March 22 to:  
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, Myra 
Fisher, 701 Walnut St., Elko, NV 89801.  

Treat Flicka, Fido and Fluffy with 4-H Fundraiser 
 

Pet treats are the product for Douglas County 4-H Spring Fund 
Raiser! The pet treats are high quality and all natural for cats, dogs 
and horses.   

All members must pick up a 
fundraising packet from their project 
leader at the February meet-
ings.  Funds raised provide member 
scholarships for county and state 
activities, Awards’ Night, parade 
and party supplies and more! Partici-
pation in a fundraiser is essential to 
receive your year pin!  Each family 
is asked to sell at least five items. 

Prizes!!! The top three members 
that sell the most will receive matinee tickets to Ironwood Cinema 
for four people!   

Fundraising packets are due back to the Douglas County Exten-
sion Office by March 18, 4 p.m.! No Exceptions!  Ask your leader 
for your packet and start your fundraising today! For more infor-
mation, please contact Shannon Montana at 782-9960. Visit 
www.pettreats4youth.com for information about the pet treats! 

Scholarships for Seniors 

Douglas County 4-H High School Seniors can 

apply for our two 4-H scholarships: Carson Valley 

Kiwanis/4-H Scholarship (up to $2000) and The 

Norm Sharkey Memorial Scholarship (up to $500).   

Scholarship applications will be mailed to eligible 

seniors or available for pick up on February 5, at the 

Douglas County Extension Office (DCEO). To be 

eligible, you must have turned in a portfolio/

recordbook last year and currently be a member in 

good standing. Scholarship applications are due back 

to DCEO by March 26, 4 p.m.. 

For more information, please contact Shannon 

Montana at 775-782-9960. 

Learn New Tricks at Dog Skillathon 
 

Washoe County 4-H Dog Leaders are offering a dog skillathon 
to youth ages 9-19 at the Reno Livestock Events Center Exhibit 
Hall February 6, 2010 starting at 9 a.m. Youth can bring their dogs 
and learn firsthand many new skills of training their dogs and how 
to work together by rotating through stations on dog care, training, 
grooming and more. Cost for the event is $5 at the door. 

Participants are asked to bring their dog, crate, leash, buckle 
collar & training collar, water, treats, a lunch and a folding chair. 
Remember to dress warm and in layers. If you have any questions 
please contact Cindy Smullen at 775-784-4848 or 
smullenc@unce.unr.edu.  

Sign up for Quality Assurance Training  
 

Carson City UNCE is hosting a Livestock Quality Assur-
ance Training statewide video conference Feb. 10, 6:30- 
8:30 p.m. The training is mandatory for all 4-H livestock 
members who want to  participate in the 2010 NJLS event.   

4-H’ers who plan to attend this training at the Carson 
City office need to register as soon as possible in order to 
have training materials available.  For information, contact 
Sandy Wallin at 775-887-2252. 



 

 

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. 

Western Area 
February dates to remember 

Feb. 15 - Presidents’ Day 
 (Office Closed) 
 
Feb. 28 - Ear Tag & Weight Day 
 (Washoe County) 
 NJLS Goat, Lamb & Swine 
 

When 4-H started, in the early 1900s, researchers 
at experiment stations of the land-grant college sys-
tem and USDA saw that adults in the farming community did 
not readily accept new agricultural discoveries. But, educators 
found that youth would "experiment" with these new ideas and 
then share their experiences and successes with the adults. 

So rural youth programs became a way to introduce new 
agriculture technology to the adults. A.B. Graham started one 
such youth program in Ohio in 1902. It is considered the birth 
of the 4-H program in the U.S. When Congress created the 
Cooperative Extension Service at USDA in 1914, it included 
boys' and girls' club work. This soon became known as 4-H 
clubs - Head, Heart, Hands, and Health. 

(Extracted from “The 4-H Story” at 4-H.org) 

DID  YOU  KNOW… 



Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

 4-H Events Calendar

February 2010

DATE WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY

1 Pet Treat Fundraiser Packets Avail.  
Speaking With Confidence, 4 p.m.

4 Teen Sewing, 6:30p.m.

5 Senior Scholarships available for 
pickup

6 Washoe County Dog Skillathon, 
RLEC, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

6&7
Fabric & Rummange Sale  
Fundraiser, Fuji Park Exhibit Hall,  
9 a.m.-4 p.m.

8 4-H Council,  6:30 – 8 p.m Speaking With Confidence, 4 p.m.

9 Scuba Project begins, 6 p.m. Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

10 Livestock Quality Assurance 
Training Video Conf. 6:30-8:30 

13 State Shooting Sports Advis. 
Committee, vid conf. 6-8 p.m.

15 PRESIDENTS' DAY - OFFICES CLOSED 

17 Livestock Leaders Mtg., 6 p.m.    17 Small Animal Leaders, 7 p.m.

20 Cloverbud Sewing Day, 10 a.m.,       
Methodist church

Horse Clinic, RLEC Pavillion, 8 
a.m.

21 Annual Tack Sale, RLEC 
Pavillion 8 a.m.

22 Speaking With Confidence, 4 p.m.    
Leaders' Council, 7p.m.

27 Small Animal Show, RLEC,         
7a.m.-5 p.m.

28
Ear Tag and Weight Day for 
NJLS Goat, Lamb and Swine,  
RLEC,  10 a.m.



Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

Upcoming  4-H Events Calendar

DATE WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY

 

1
Speaking With Confidence, 4-5 p.m.   
Sheep, Swine and Goat weigh in for 
NJLS, 5 p.m.        

8 4-H Council,  6:30 – 8 p.m Speaking With Confidence, 4-5 p.m. 

9 Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

10 NJLS Video Conference, 1-5 p.m.

15 Speaking With Confidence, 4-5 p.m. 

17 4-H Ambassadors Meeting,           
5:30 p.m., Interactive Video

Livestock Leaders Mtg., 6 p.m.    
Small Animal Leaders, 7 p.m.

18 Pet Treat Fundraiser Packets due by 
4 p.m.

19&20
4 Paws Fun Match, Fuji Exhibit Hall   
Setup Friday night,                        
show Sat. 8 a.m.-3p.m.

20 Cloverbud Pet Show, Fairgrounds, 10 
a.m.

4-H Horse Clinic, RLEC Pavillion, 
8:00 a.m.

22 Leaders' Council, 7 p.m.

23 Basic First Aid, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.

26 Senior Scholarships due, 4 p.m.

27 Livestock Judging workshop, Carson 
Fairgrounds arena, 10 a.m.- 2-p.m.

29 Speaking With Confidence, 4-5 p.m. 

 

1 NJLS/AJLS entries and awards apps 
due to County, 4 p.m.

Arrowhead Lvstk Clinic Fairgrounds

March 2010

April 2010

6 Arrowhead Lvstk. Clinic, Fairgrounds    
5:00-8:00 p.m.

10
Silver Knolls Spurs Diamonds in the 
Rough 4-H Horse Show, 8 a.m.,     
Lemmon Valley Arena 

12 4-H Leaders' Coucil, 6:30

13 Arrowhead Lvstk. Clinic, Fairgrounds    
5:00-8:00 p.m. Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

16&17
Carson Livestock Qualifier, Carson 
Fairgrounds and Fuji Exhibit Hall, 
Setup Fri, Sat Show 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

17 Small Animal Show, Douglas Co. 
Fairgrounds

19 Teen Institute resumes, 2:30 p.m.

20 Arrowhead Lvstk. Clinic, Fairgrounds    
5:00-8:00 p.m.

21 Setup Farm Days, Fuji Exhibit Hall/ 
Carson Fairgrounds 3:00-7:00 p.m.

Livestock Leaders Mtg., 6 p.m.    
Small Animal Leaders, 7 p.m.      
Leaders' Council Mtg, 7:30

22&23 Farm Days, Fuji Exhibit Hall/ Carson 
Fairgrounds 8 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

24 Cloverbud Crafts day, 10 a.m., 
Methodist Church

25 All Carson/Storey 4-H Bar-B-Q, Fuji 
Exhibit Hall, 10:00 a.m.-3 p.m. Livestock Show, TBA

26 Teen Institute, 2:30 p.m.

27 Arrowhead Lvstk. Clinic, Fairgrounds    
5:00-8:00 pm

29 NJLS starts (thru May 2), RLEC
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