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As 4-H members, leaders and parents, many of us have 
spent time at our local Cooperative Extension office. But 
we might not all understand how 4-H is linked to Coopera-
tive Extension and understand its mission here in our state. 

Cooperative Extension was established in 1914 as part 
of the land grant university system.  In our state that means 
Cooperative Extension is part of the University of Nevada, 
Reno.  Nationally, Cooperative Extension was originally 
established to help farmers increase productivity. Today, 
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension (UNCE) has 
offices in every county of Nevada and serves as the out-
reach arm of the university bringing research and informa-
tion to the citizens of our state. 

UNCE is a three-way partnership among the federal 
government, through the United States Department of Ag-
riculture, the state land grant university and your local 
county governments.  In our area that includes Washoe, 
Storey and Douglas counties and the City of Carson.  
UNCE faculty and staff provide educational resources and 
programs through the areas of: 

Agriculture 
Community Development 
Health and Nutrition 
Horticulture 
Natural Resources 
Children, Youth and Families, which includes 4-H 
In our state, UNCE stands as an independent college at 

the University of Nevada, Reno with its own dean and di-
rector.  UNCE has campus-based faculty involved with 
research and teaching; along with area specialists across 
the entire state dedicated to bringing the latest research to 
Nevada’s citizens across a wide range of initiatives.  
UNCE faculty and staff conduct assessments to determine 
the needs of communities and then manage programs based 
on those needs. 

Cooperative Extension staff in our state is bolstering 
families through health, literacy and economic programs.  
Extension is working on improving water quality and 

quantity, helping people cope with the threat from wild 
fires, training horticulture workers and child care staffers.  
Cooperative Extension is bringing people together around 
community and organizational development. 

4-H is the youth development program of UNCE and is 
part of its Human and Family Development mission. There 
are currently over 54,000 young people engaged in 4-H 
programs across the state of Nevada. 4-H has a long history 
with Cooperative Extension. 4-H grew out of Cooperative 
Extension’s formation of boys and girls clubs at the turn of 
the last century. These clubs originally taught youth new 
skills around farming, canning and gardening.  4-H has 
grown and changed with the needs of our country’s youth. 

To help meet those changing needs of 4-H in our state, 
UNCE established the Nevada 4-H Program Office, lo-
cated on the campus of the University of Nevada, Reno.  
The state 4-H office works closely with county staff and 
the UNCE dean’s administrative office.  The Nevada 4-H 
Program Office sponsors events such as Capital Days, 

EXPO, Leaders Forum and State Ambassa-
dors, to name a few.  The Sate Program Of-
fice also works with county and Cooperative 
Extension administrative staff on 4-H’s por-
tion of UNCE’s web site.  If you have not 
visited the web site, go to www.unce.unr.edu 

to find UNCE programming in your county and follow the 
4-H link to find news, events and a calendar all pertaining 
to 4-H in particular. 

UNCE’s mission statement “to discover, develop, dis-
seminate, preserve and use knowledge to strengthen the 
social, economic and environmental well-being of people,” 
fits nicely with the 4-H motto “to make the best better.”  
Cooperative Extension and 4-H hold to a philosophy of 
shared ownership; the belief that 4-H, UNCE faculty and 
staff and the youth and adult volunteers in their program-
ming share vision, ideas and responsibilities that will de-
velop successful communities and young people across our 
state. 

4-H – A  Part of Cooperative Extension Programming In Our State 

4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. 

Bringing the  
University to you 



 

 

Livestock Judging Contests Reminder 
Don’t forget the two out-of-area livestock judging 

contests mentioned in last month’s Clover Clips: 
·    The Pershing County 4-H and FFA’s Pershing County 
4-H Livestock Invitational Judging contest Saturday, 
March 13, tarting at 9:00 a.m. at the   Pershing County 4-
H Building in Lovelock. 

Please email to papam@unce.unr.edu or call (775) 
273-2923 to let them know if you are attending, and if 
you would be willing to help. 
·    Elko County 4-H/FFA Invitational Livestock Judging 
Contest will be March 27, at the Elko County Fair-
grounds.  The event is sponsored by the Elko Kiwanis 
Club. At-the-door registration begins at 8:30 a.m. There 
is a registration fee of five dollars, which includes lunch.. 

Pre-registration forms are available by email fish-
erm@unce.unr.edu, or at the Washoe 4-H office. Send 
your registration form and fee by March 22 to:  Univer-
sity of Nevada Cooperative Extension, Myra Fisher, 701 
Walnut St., Elko, NV 89801.  

Pet Treat Fundraiser 
Douglas County 4-H Members must turn in their Pet 

Treat fundraiser orders and payment no later than March 18 
by 4 p.m. to the Douglas County Extension Office.  No late 
entries will be considered.   

Prizes!!! The top 3 members that 
sell the most will receive movie tick-
ets to Ironwood Cinema for four peo-
ple!   

The pet treats are high quality and 
all natural for cats, dogs and horses. Customers without pets, 
can donate bags of treats to the local animal shelter.   

Call 775-782-9960 for more information. 
 

Scholarships for Seniors 
Douglas County 4-H High School Seniors can apply for 

our two 4-H scholarships: Carson Valley Kiwanis/4-H Schol-
arship (up to $2000) and The Norm Sharkey Memorial 
Scholarship (up to $500).  Scholarship applications will be 
mailed to eligible seniors or available for pick up on Febru-
ary 5, at the Douglas County Extension Office. To be eligi-
ble, you must have turned in a portfolio/recordbook last year 
and currently be a member in good standing. Applications 
are due back to DCEO by March 26, before 4 p.m. 

Contact the office at 775-782-9960 for more information. 
 

Record Book Workshop 
Washoe County 4-H Program is offering a record book 

workshop for area 4-H members and families on Saturday, 
March 6 at the Washoe County UNCE office, 
5305 Mill Street beginning at 1 p.m. Record keep-
ing is one of those skill sets that we all need and 
we usually hate doing it! We hope to take the 
dread and drudgery out of it and pass on some 
valuable tips and tools. 
Please RSVP to Sam Mitchell at 775-784-4848 or 

mitchells@unce.unr.edu to ensure that we have sufficient 
training materials. Bring your 4-H record book along! 

Has Anyone Seen My Future? 
2010 Discover Your Future is coming up quickly.  The dates for this 

year’s conference are June 27 through July 1.  This is a great opportu-
nity for youth 14 to 19 years of age to learn about college and 
“discover” what they would like to do with their lives! 

Youth can investigate college majors and career interests. They stay 
in a college dormitories, eat college food, meet college professors, and 
make new friends. Fun activities include a trip to Tahoe, rock-wall 
climbing, swimming, basketball, and other recreational activities. 

Take note: this event fills up quickly.  In order to insure the youth receive one of their first few choices of college tracks 
to learn about, please send in registration as soon as possible.  Early-bird registration fee (on or before April 30) is $200.  
Normal registration fee (on or before May 14) is $220. 

Registration is available online at: http://www.unce.unr.edu/4H/calendar/files/pdf/2010DYFRegistrationPacket.pdf. 
Event flyers and registration packets are also available at your county offices.   

If you have any questions regarding the event, please contact Reana Bye at 775-784-6608 or email byer@unce.unr.edu. 

Cloverbud Pet Show 
Current Douglas County Cloverbud 

Project members will get to share their 

favorite pet or stuffed animal at the 

Cloverbud Pet Show on March 20, at 

10 a.m. at the Douglas County Fairgrounds (920 

Dump Road in Gardnerville).  Bring your pet in an 

appropriate cage or portable carrier and everyone 

wins  a PET SHOW AWARD!  Cloverbuds will have 

the chance to tell about their special pet to older 4-H 

members from the All About Animals 

Project, who will be on hand to help 

with the event and award the prizes. 

    Call 775-782-9960 for more informa-

tion. Please plan to arrive a few minutes 

early to the event. 



 

 

UNR Summer Engineering Camps 
The University of Nevada College of Engineering is offering 

three different engineering day camps. Spend a week this sum-
mer learning about engineering with instructors, students, and 
professionals from the community. 

Expect to participate in hands-on activities and projects, such 
as: building and testing bridges; blasting bottle rockets; interact-
ing with robots; designing a 
digital video game; learning 
about metallic materials; ex-
periencing our labs; touring our 
campus; field trips and more. 

All camps run Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m. Students meet in the Harry Reid Engineering Lab 
(HREL) at the University of Nevada, Reno campus. 

Intro to Engineering Camps Designed for students 12 to 14 
years of age. This camp will be offered three times, each camp 
will include the same activities from these majors: Chemical & 
Metallurgical; Civil & Environmental; Computer Science & 
Engineering; Electrical & Biomedical; Mechanical Engineering. 
The weeks are June 21 through 25, July 12 through 16 and July 
26 through 30. 

Robotics & Digital Interactive Games Camp Designed for 
students 13 to 17 years of age. This camp will show students 

how intelligent robots are built and pro-
grammed along with an introduction to 
the fundamentals of designing digital in-
teractive games. 
This camp is help the week of  June 28 
through July 2. 
Civil Engineering Camp Designed for 
students 14 to 17 years of age. This camp 

will focus on activities from the specific areas of  Earthquake, 
Environmental and Geotechnical. 

This camp is the week of July 19 through 23. 
Registration fee per camp is $250. Academic 

scholarships and financial assistance are available. 
Girls and minorities are encouraged to apply! 

Lunch, snacks and water will be provided. Stu-
dents need to provide their own transportation and enthusiasm! 

Access our website for applications and required forms at: 
www.unr.edu/engineering/outreach. For more information on the 
summer camps, please contact our College of Engineering K-12 
Outreach Coordinator, Debbie Delauer at ddelauer@unr.edu. 

 

Horses Spring Into Action 
Washoe County 4-H Horse Leaders are hosting a 

horse clinic for area 4-H youth and their horses on 
March 20, 2010 at the Reno Livestock Events Center 
Pavilion, 1350 Wells Ave. in Reno. This clinic will be 
divided with morning and afternoon sessions and clubs 
will be assigned. The morning session will begin with 
registration at 8 a.m. and the afternoon session will 
begin with registration at 12 noon. A snack bar will be 
available all day and is coordinated by the Spanish 
Springs Trailblazers 4-H club. 

All 4-H members are asked to wear 4-H dress, ap-
proved equestrian helmets and proper footwear (no 
“Fat Baby” boots). Members are 
also asked to ensure that they 
have the proper tack on their 
horses. Now is the time to know 
what tack is allowed and what 
isn’t. Show season is just around 
the corner. Guidelines for proper 
tack can be found in the Nevada 
State 4-H Horse Show Rule book 
which is available at your local UNCE office or online 
at http://www.unce.unr.edu/4H/about/policies/
animalscience/files/pdf/HorseRuleBook.pdf. 

Look for a flier to arrive soon! Please contact Sarah 
Chvilicek at 775-784-4848 or 
chviliceks@unce.unr.edu for further information. 

Focus on Beauty or Blight 
Scenic Nevada is still open for     

entries to their 2010 Photo Contest 
themed  “Beauty or Blight” for both 
adult and student amateur photogra-
phers.  The two groups will be judged 
separately for first ($100), second ($50) 
and third ($25) prizes, but together for 
the two Grand Prizes ($150 each). 

The 5x7 unmounted photographs 
must be taken in Nevada, showing    
either its scenic beauty or signs of  
blight.  There’s a limit of two entries 
per person— one beauty, one blight.  
Entry deadline is March 15, 2010. 

For specific entry information, go to 
the Scenic Nevada website at 
www.scenicnevada.org.  Or you can 
call Doug Smith at 775-378-1694. 

The contest is sponsored by Penny 
Roskoski. 

Speaking Up for Competition 
It is time to make a speech, demonstrate or just watch the fun 

by attending a Speech and Demonstration Competition for 
Western Area 4-H’ers and Military youth hosted by the Purple 
Tie LDRSHIP (Leadership) Military 4-H Club. 

The competition starts at 9:00 a.m. March 27, at the Reno 
Cooperative Extension office.  

You can sign up by emailing Martana Doser at  
doserm@unce.unr.edu or calling Sam Mitchell at 775-784-4848. 



 

 

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. 

Western Area 
March dates to remember 

March 17- State 4-H 
Ambassadors Meeting 
 
March 17-  
St. Patrick’s Day 

Nearing its 50th anniversary, 4-H began to un-
dergo several changes. In 1948, a group of American 
young people went to Europe, and a group of Europeans came 
to the United States on the first International Farm Youth (IFYE)      
Exchange. Since then, thousands of young people have partici-
pated in 4-H out-of-state trips and international exchanges. 4-H 
began to extend into urban areas in the 1950's. 

Later, the basic 4-H focus became the personal growth of  
the member. Life skills development was built into 4-H projects, 
activities and events to help youth become contributing, produc-
tive, self-directed members of society. The organization 
changed in the 1960's, combining 4-H groups divided by gender 
or race into a single integrated program. 

      (Extracted from “The 4-H Story” at 4-H.org) 

DID  YOU  KNOW… 



Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

 4-H Events Calendar

March 2010

DATE WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY

1
Speaking With Confidence, 4-5 
p.m.       Sheep, Swine and Goat 
weigh in for NJLS, 5 p.m.        

6

Arrowhead Lvstk. Dairy Judging, 
Prison Dairy Farm, 9 a.m.-Noon         
S.C. Shooting Sports Safety 
Training, V.C. Sr. Center 9 a.m., 
Range Shoot 1-4 p.m.

Record Book Workshop, 1p.m.

7
S.C. Shooting Sports Safety 
Training, V.C. Sr. Center 9 a.m., 
Range Shoot 1-4 p.m.

8 4-H Council,  6:30 – 8 p.m Speaking With Confidence,              
4-5 p.m. 

9 Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

10 NJLS Video Conference, 1-5 p.m.

12 Teen Leadership Mtg., conf. room, 
6:30-8 p.m.

15 Speaking With Confidence,              
4-5 p.m. 

17 4-H Ambassadors Meeting,   
5:30 p.m., Interactive Video

Livestock Leaders Mtg., 6 p.m.   
Small Animal Leaders, 7 p.m.

18 Pet Treat Fundraiser Packets due 
by 4 p.m.

20 Cloverbud Pet Show, Fairgrounds, 
10 a.m.

4-H Horse Clinic, RLEC 
Pavillion, 8:00 a.m.

22 Leaders' Council, 7 p.m.

23 Basic First Aid, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.

26 Senior Scholarships due, 4 p.m.

27
Livestock Judging workshop, 
Carson Fairgrounds arena,                 
10 a.m.- 2-p.m.

29 Speaking With Confidence,              
4-5 p.m. 



Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

Upcoming  4-H Events Calendar

DATE WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY

 

1 NJLS/AJLS entries and awards apps 
due to County, by 4 p.m.

6 Arrowhead Lvstk. Clinic, Fairgrounds    
5:00-8:00 p.m.

10
Silver Knolls Spurs Diamonds in the 
Rough 4-H Horse Show, 8 a.m.,     
Lemmon Valley Arena 

12 4-H Leaders' Coucil, 6:30

13 Arrowhead Lvstk. Clinic, Fairgrounds    
5:00-8:00 p.m. Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

16&17
Carson Livestock Qualifier, Carson 
Fairgrounds and Fuji Exhibit Hall, 
Setup Fri, Sat Show 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

16&18 State 4-H Shooting Sports Leader 
Training, Winnemucca

17
Carson Livestock Show, Fuji Park       
Small Animal Show, Douglas Co. 
Fairgrounds

19 Teen Institute resumes, 2:30 p.m.       
4-H Leaders' Council, 7 p.m.

20 Arrowhead Lvstk. Clinic, Fairgrounds    
5:00-8:00 p.m.

21 Setup Farm Days, Fuji Exhibit Hall/ 
Carson Fairgrounds 3:00-7:00 p.m.

Livestock Leaders Mtg., 6 p.m.    
Small Animal Leaders, 7 p.m.      
Leaders' Council Mtg, 7:30

22&23 Farm Days, Fuji Exhibit Hall/ Carson 
Fairgrounds 8 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

24 Cloverbud Day, 10 a.m.

All Carson/Storey 4-H Bar-B-Q Fuji County Livestock Show

April 2010

25 All Carson/Storey 4-H Bar-B-Q, Fuji 
Exhibit Hall, 10:00 a.m.-3 p.m.

County Livestock Show,                      
RLEC Pavilion, 7 p.m.

26 Teen Institute, 2:30 p.m.

27 Arrowhead Lvstk. Clinic, Fairgrounds    
5:00-8:00 pm

29 State 4-H Livestock Judging and 
Skillathon.

29 to 
May 2 NJLS starts, RLEC Pavilion

 

3 Teen Institute, 2:30 p.m.

8 Spring Fling 4-H Horse Show, 
Lemmon Valley Arena, 8 a.m.

10 4-H Leaders' Council Mtg., 6:30 Teen Institute, 2:30 p.m.

11 Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

13 Baking Project Portfolio Workshop

15 State 4-H Horse Judging Contest, 
Tonopah

19 Livestock Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.    
Small Animal Leaders' Mtg., 7 p.m.

22
4-Paws Dog Agility & Canine Good 
Citizens Test, Fuji Park & Exhibit Hall, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Cloverbud End of Year Potluck,           
11 a.m.

24 4-H Leaders' Council, 7 p.m.

31 MEMORIAL DAY - OFFICES CLOSED 

May 2010
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