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Young people 14 years and older have the opportu-
nity to be become 4-H club teen leaders.  They are se-
lected by the volunteer leader, and their clubs, because 
of their interest and knowledge of the project area.  Teen 
leaders are excellent teachers because they relate well to 
their young peers.  Yet, these young leaders can not be 
successful and truly develop leadership skills unless 
adults provide a valid youth/adult partnership. 

Adult volunteer leaders can provide this valid experi-
ence by being willing to offer the young leader a part-
nership in guiding the club.  Adult leaders are used to 
guiding, teaching, mentoring and role modeling to 
youth.  For our teen leaders to have a real leadership ex-
perience, adults must trust youth with those same re-
sponsibilities. 

It is not always easy to 
give up complete control 
over the club to work with 
young partners.  It will take 
some extra work to define 
together what the young 
leaders will be responsible 
for in the club. Many teen 
leaders will have as much, 
or maybe even more, ex-
perience in a certain project area as the adult leader.  
Other young leaders will need more orientation to be-
come comfortable in the situation. 

Adult and youth leaders should decide together each 
person’s role for each meeting. 

Who will make announcements, who will lead rec-
reation, who will advise the officers? 

It is vital that these club decisions are made together 
by the adult and youth leaders if our teens are to have a 
real leadership experience. 

Adult leaders should try to welcome and encourage 

new ideas from youth leaders. Avoid negative state-
ments like, “We don’t do it that way,” or “That won’t 
work.” The teen/adult partnership will only grow with 
enthusiasm and positive guidance.  Don’t fear mistakes.   
4-H is based on learning from mistakes. Of course, it is 
important to review with your teen partner what did not 
work.  This will build a true team and is important in the 
learning experience of our youth. 

The extra work required of an adult/teen partnership 
will have benefits far beyond the club meeting. 

Benefits for Youth: 
Partnerships become a community service opportu-

nity for youth. 
Partnerships give youth a real opportunity to help 

create programs that directly affect them. 
Partnerships provide youth a chance to learn on a 

personal, social and intellectual level. 
Benefits for Adults 
Partnerships will help adults redefine their relation-

ships to youth from parent/child or teacher/student to 
valued, dependable co-leader. 

Partnerships will help adults and young people work 
together, sharing power and learning from each other as 
they build stronger clubs and communities 

For Both 
When young people are involved in true decision-

making, they become empowered, responsible and much 
more trusting of adults. In return, young leaders can en-
ergize adults’ creativity and insight. Adults and youth 
realize the benefits of working together and become 
good ambassadors to their own peers. 

If adults can demonstrate and model support, teen 
leaders will learn to respond with similar support.  This 
builds strong clubs, gives our youth a chance at real 
partnerships and readies our teens for future leadership 
roles in our communities. 

Teen Leadership Takes True Youth/Adult Partnership 

4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. 



 

 

State Shooting Sports Match 
This year’s state contest for shooting sports will be held 

September 18, in Carson City at the Capitol City Gun 
Club. 

Contestants from around the state will compete in rifle, 
archery and pistol. If you have 
thought about this project this would 
be a great time to check it out. 

The match starts at 8 a.m. There 
will be an Awards Ceremony at 7 
p.m., at the Community Center on 
Williams Street in Carson City. 

 

4-H Animal Ark Day 
September 18, is 4-H Day at Animal Ark. Admission 

has been reduced for those wearing their 4-H uniform or 
club t-shirt.  Get special behind -the-scene tour of Animal 
Ark’s kitchen and learn about the animals’ diet and needs. 
If you come early you can see the bear eat his breakfast at 
11a.m.   

Enjoy a very special bird show and learn about exotic 
animal biology.  Bring a sack lunch, wear sturdy shoes 
and bring sunscreen and water. RSVP to 4-H leader Jill 
Lange at 775-745-7875 by Monday, September 6. 

 
Portfolio and Record Books Due 

Douglas County 4-H members will turn in their portfo-
lio and record books for the 2009-2010 4-H year on or 
before 4 p.m. on Friday, October 1, at the Douglas County 
Extension Office at 1329 Waterloo 
Lane in Gardnerville.  

You must have all necessary  
leaders and parent signatures prior 
to turn-in.   

No late books will be accepted 
for judging.  Please remember that 
in order to be eligible for scholar-
ships and leader council funding, you must turn in a port-
folio/record book and be a member in good standing.  For 
more information, please call 775-782-9960. 

Try the Challenge of a Trail Trial 
High Sierra Riders 4-H Horse Club is presenting the Trail Trials Sunday, October 3.  
The trail ride is open to all horses and riders.  The course is at Washoe Lake State Park where 

ten, 4-H’er designed obstacles are being set up over a distance of approximately six miles.  
There will be a staggered start, with each rider doing the course at their own pace. Course will 

take two to three hours. Entry fees are $30 for Adults/Senior, and $15 for Youth/Junior. Proceeds 
go to support the 4-H riding programs! 

Arrival and check-in are from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. The first rider departs at 10:00 a.m. 
Lunch and an awards ceremony will follow the last rider to finish.  Plus, there will be a raffle for great prizes.  
This is an ATTA approved ride. You can find rules and information at www.trailtrials.com.  For entry forms or for more 

information contact Belinda at 775-233-7090, or e-mail: bchalk5@gmail.com.  Mail forms to 4155 Partridge Lane, Washoe 
Valley, Nevada, 89704.  Or fax them to 775-849-7730. 

Nevada Radon Poster Contest 
 

University of Nevada Cooperative Extension's Radon 
Education Program, Nevada State Health Division, Kansas 
State University and EPA are sponsoring a poster contest for 
all Nevada youth 9 to 14 years of age. The first-place winner 
receives $50 and the second- and third-place entries receive 
$25 each. The deadline is October 31. The top three posters 
will be entered in the 2011 National Radon Poster Contest. 

The top three national winners will receive an expense-
paid trip to Washington, D.C., for the Award Ceremony 
January 14. The winning national poster will also be repro-
duced on next year's poster contest pro-
motional materials. 

Contestants can be enrolled in a pub-
lic, private, territorial, tribal, Depart-
ment of Defense or home school. Chil-
dren can also enter through a sponsoring 
club, such as an art, computer or science 
club, scouting organization or 4-H club. 

Nevada posters should be sent to Megan Long, University 
of Nevada Cooperative Extension, 5305 Mill St., Reno, NV 
89502 by October 31.  

For more information, artwork requirements and the Art-
work Submission Form, go to the Nevada Radon Education 
Program Web site, www.RadonNV.com. Or call 1-888-
RADON10 (1-888-723-6610).  

 

Have Senior Moment at Horse Show 
Come to this year’s Washoe County 4-H Senior Invita-

tional Horse Show, presented by the Silver Knolls Spurs on 
September 11.  The show, which is only open to Washoe 
County seniors, will be at Michael and Allison Welling’s 
home, 11655 Summertime Place in Silver Knolls. 

Starting time is 8:30 a.m.  There will be 20 classes. Early 
entry fee is $4.00 per class by September 8.  Day of Show 
entry fees are $5.00 per class.  Lunch will be provided for all 
exhibitors and spectators. 

Entry forms, class lists and direction to the show are 
available from Linda Zimmerman or at the Washoe County 
UNCE office at 5305 Mill St. in Reno. 

For more information call Linda Zimmerman at 775-972-
7241 or Allison Welling at 775-972-1236. 

http://www.unce.unr.edu/radon�


 

 

Pinenut Riders 4-H 
Open Horse Show 

The Pinenut Rider 4-H Horse 
Club of Carson City/Storey County 
will be holding an Open Horse 
Show on September 11, 2010 at 
Fuji Arena at 601 Clear Creek Road in Carson City. English 
classes will include English Pleasure, Equitation and Riding 
Skills. Western classes will include Western Pleasure, Equi-
tation and Horsemanship. We will also have Halter, Show-
manship and Trail classes. 

Check-in is at 8 a..m. and the show starts promptly at 9 
a.m. Day-end awards will include high point for each age 
group in both disciplines. The age groups are: 13 and under, 
14-17, and 18 and over. Early entry fees are $5.00 per class 
or $25.00 maximum. Day of entry fees are $6.00 per class.   

For Show forms please contact the Carson City/Storey 
County University of Nevada Cooperative Extension Office 
at 887-2252 or email Teri Spraggins at  
spragginst@unce.unr.edu. Hope to see you there! 
 
Pumpkin Patch/Fall Festival 

Pick a pumpkin at the 4-H Pumpkin Patch and enjoy 
a family style carnival event 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Satur-
day, October 2, at Lampe Park Pavilion, 1329 Water-
loo Lane, Gardnerville.  

Activities include a Fun Run, 
food, horse rides, raffle, car seat 
safety inspections, silent auction, 
face painting, petting zoo, child  fin-
gerprinting, cupcake walk, pumpkin 
decorating, and carnival games. 

 A youth Costume Contest will be held at noon with 
prizes for the winners!  We will also be raising our new 
4-H Flag at 8:30 a.m. in front of the DC Extension Of-
fice prior to the festival, in honor of National 4-H 
Week. Everyone is invited!  

Call 775-782-9960 for more information. Contact 
the Parks and Recreation Department to register for the 
Fun Run relay race and win prizes 775-782-9828. 

4-H Orientation Night in Douglas 
Don’t miss your spot. Sign up for the new 4-H Year. 

Join us Monday, September 13, for the Douglas County 4-
H Orientation Night to sign up and learn about the projects 
available for the coming year. Project leaders will be on 
hand to answer your questions and hand out calendars and 
project requirements.  

All slots are on a first come-first serve basis and pro-
jects do fill up fast! Order forms will be available for 4-H t-
shirts for the upcoming year! 

Membership enrollments cards will be available upon 
check-in and must be completed and turned in to ensure 
your slot in a project. 

The event is at the Carson Valley Methodist Church, 
1375 Centerville Lane in Gardnerville.  Leaders should 
arrive to set up their info tables at 6:00 p.m. Main Orienta-
tion for ages 5 to19 and their parents is from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m.  For more information please call 775-782-9960.   
 

You Be the (Horse) Judge 
Washoe County 4-H Horse Program is hosting an invi-

tational horse judging contest at Washoe Valley Ranch’s 
Rockin’ LJ Arena, 3185 Lakeshore Drive. Sign-in begins 
September 25, at 8 a.m., with judging to follow. Classes 
offered include two halter classes, two performance 
classes, two reason classes, and tack and feed identification 
classes. Preregistration is required. Your club leaders will 
coordinate registration for the club. For more information, 
contact Sarah Chvilicek, 775-784-4848 or 
chviliceks@unce.unr.edu. The entry deadline is Sept. 21. 

This event is open to all 4-H members and qualifies 
Washoe County 4-H members for attendance requirements. 
Washoe County members in the junior, intermediate and 
senior divisions are competing to represent Washoe County 
at the state contest in the spring 2011. 4-H dress is re-
quired, as well as approved equestrian helmets for close 
inspection of horses being judged.  

Special note for this contest: If any 4-H members will 
be transferring to the next age category January 1, 2011, 
they will judge in the next age category to ensure the cor-
rect team placement for the state contest. 

Cloverbud Alpaca Farm Days Trip 
Cloverbud members and their families will learn all about Alpacas at the Tahoe Breeze 

Alpaca farm in Gardnerville 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 25.  Members will get to meet 
and feed the alpacas.  We’ll learn about baby, teen and adult alpacas up close and personal!  

 Please plan to stay and enjoy the onsite hot dog BBQ and lemonade (nominal fee per per-
son). Hand-made alpaca clothing and accessories are sold onsite and make great holiday 
items.  All youth must wear closed toe shoes.   

Meet at 9:00 a.m. at The Stodick Park Pavilion Playground for a mandatory orientation to 
the Cloverbud program, and then we will drive approximately 5 minutes to the Alpaca Farm 
(please plan to arrive a few minutes early).   

For more information please call 775-782-9960.   
 

mailto:spragginst@unce.unr.edu�


 

 

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. 

Western Area 
Dates to remember 

Sept. 6–  Labor Day Holiday 
 Offices closed 
 

Sept. 12–  Nevada 4-H Camp Open 
 House  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 

Sept. 18-19–  State 4-H Shooting 
 Sports Match 
 

Oct. 3-9 –  National 4-H Week 
 

In 1918 there was a food shortage in both 
Europe and the United States due to World   
War I.  Much of Europe was ravaged and could not be 
farmed because of the fighting.  The situation prompted 
the Department of Agriculture to organize a national    
conference of 4-H club leaders in Washington D.C. 

The need for increased food supplies gave the 4-H 
clubs an important objective. It was their first real test of 
modern farming methods on a grand scale. 
(Information from the National 4-H Council, and “4-H, A Story” by 
Kenneth Hinshaw) 

DID  YOU  KNOW… 



Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

 4-H Events Calendar

September 2010

DATE WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY

2 Sierra Riders Portfolio wrap up, 
6 p.m.

5 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY - OFFICES CLOSED 

10 Teen Leadership, 6:30 to 8 p.m.

11
Pine Nut Riders Open Horse 
Show, Carson Fairgrounds, 8 a.m. - 
4 p.m.

Senior 4-H Member Horse 
Invitational Show, M. Welling's 
home

12
Nevada State 4-H Camp 
Open House, State 4-H 
Camp, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

13 4-H Leaders' Council Mtg., 6:30 4-H Orientation and Sign Up 
Night, 6:30 p.m.

14 Horse Leaders Mtg.,  6 p.m.  

15 State 4-H Ambassadors' 
Mtg., 5:30 p.m., IV

Livestock Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.    
Small Animal Leaders' Mtg., 7 p.m.

17 Judging Clinic, 6 p.m.

18 4-H Day at Animal Ark
Washoe Livestock Leaders Kick 
Off Event in conjuction with 4-H 
Day at Animal Ark

State 4-H Shooting Sports 
Match, Capitol City Gun 

18-19

, p y
Club and Carson Rifle 
Range, 7 a.m. - 5p.m.    
Awards, Carson Community 
Ctr. Theater, 7 p.m.

22 Sierra Riders Orientation Night, 
6 p.m.

25 Cloverbud Alpaca Farm Day, 
and orientation 9 a.m.

4-H Horse Judging, Rockin' LJ 
Ranch

27
4-H Teen Leadership begins, 
2:30 p.m.                                     
Leaders' Council, 7 p.m.
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