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What is a charter?  It’s a document that officially states 
the existence of something.  In the case of 4-H clubs, it 
states that your club has been created, and meets the stan-
dards of 4-H. A charter is like an official “birth certificate” 
for the club. 

Chartering is an important and necessary step for every 
4-H club.  A charter is needed to be officially 
recognized as a part of 4-H and participate in 
official 4-H activities and educational programs, 
to be authorized to use the 4-H name and em-
blem for educational purposes and goals, and to 
be eligible for tax exempt status. 

Federal regulations mandate that each      
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension      
4-H entity be officially chartered.  4-H charters 
are presented on behalf of the United States   
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the  
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension      
4-H youth development program. The charter is 
signed by the Secretary of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) and the Dean of 
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension. 

 All 4-H Clubs are required to apply for an official char-
ter and must renew their charter every five (5) years.  But 
in order to get a charter, the club must meet certain require-
ments.  It must have at least 5 youth members from at least 
3 families. Family clubs, where all members are from one 
family, cannot be chartered.  The club must meet the inter-
ests and needs of youth in same-age or cross-age groupings 
and using single project (for example: rabbit, horse, rock-
etry) or multiple project formats. It adapts to and supports 
mobility of youth and parents; linking them to 4-H pro-
grams in other counties and states.  

 The club must conduct a minimum of six regular club 
meetings per year; though most have at least  nine to 
twelve and often add project meetings, shows, fairs, and 
other 4-H learning activities.  Meetings don’t have to be at 

the 4-H county offices. Clubs can use any location - a 
home, community center, military installation, library, pub-
lic housing site, school, after school program, etc. 

It is required that clubs select youth officers or youth 
leaders to provide leadership, but are advised by adult staff 
or volunteers who have been screened and trained. Fami-

lies and independent members are wel-
come to participate as part of the 4-H ex-
perience; however, the IRS and National 4
-H Policies prohibit 4-H families or inde-
pendent members from inclusion under 
the 4-H General Exemption Number as a 
tax-exempt entity, and from raising funds 
for their specific family group or mem-
bers. 
     Once those requirements are met, 4-H 
clubs will work with their local county 
staff to complete the necessary forms.  
After the documentation is reviewed and 
approved by the county, it is sent to the 
State   4-H office.  The State 4-H Office 

approval of official charter document is signed by UNCE 
Dean, State 4-H Program Coordinator/Leader then         
forwarded to County for the designated county official       
signature.   

At this point the charter is presented to the club. The 
club is “official and recognized”.  It’s kind of like getting 
your seal of approval.  Copies of all documents are retained 
in State and County offices. 

So what then?  Well, at that point your club can have    
4-H sanctioned fundraisers, participate in state and national 
4-H events. 

For more information about chartering, go to the Uni-
versity of Nevada Cooperative Extension website 4-H 
Youth Development program section. Under Quick Links, 
choose 4-H Policies\ Procedures There is a whole section 
on chartering. (http://www.unce.unr.edu/4H/about/policies/).   

Club Charter is the Official Link to 4-H 

4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. 



 

 

Small Animal Show 
Washoe County 4-H Small Animal Leaders are sponsoring a 

cavy, rabbit and poultry show for youth on February 12, 2011 at 
the RLEC Exhibit Hall. Not only will there be breed classes, but 
showmanship and fun classes like the costume contest as well a 
raffle and snack bar.   

New last year was the small animal 
photo contest for photos of your rabbit, 
cavy or poultry. This will be offered 
again this year, so keep taking pictures 
of your pets!  

The show is a great place to check 
out different breeds and learn about  
the small animal projects. The public is 
welcome to attend. 

Entries are available at your county office. For more informa-
tion, please contact Cindy Smullen at 775-784-4848 or email 
smullenc@unce.unr.edu. 

 

Scholarships for Seniors 
Douglas County 4-H High School Seniors can apply for our 

two 4-H scholarships: Carson Valley Kiwanis/4-H Scholarship 
(up to $2000) and The Norm Sharkey Memorial Scholarship (up 
to $500).   

Scholarship applications will be mailed or available for pick 
up to eligible seniors on February 4, at the DCEO. To be eligible, 
you must be a high school senior, have turned in a portfolio/
recordbook last year and currently be a member in good standing. 
Scholarship applications are due back to the Douglas 4-H office 
by April 1, at 4 p.m..  

For more information, please call 775-782-9960. 

Beef  Quality Assurance  
Seminar for NJLS Exhibitors 

If you are considering being in the NJLS show, 
you will want to attend the 4-H/FFA Beef Quality 
Assurance Program Seminar Saturday, February 5.  
Proposed NJLS rules will require all Beef show par-
ticipants to be BQA certified.  This seminar meets 
that requirement.   

The free seminar is presented by Dr. David 
Thain, DVM, UNR Extension Veterinarian. The 
event is hosted by Genoa 
Livestock at 640 Genoa 
Lane in Minden, located 
one mile west of the inter-
section of U.S. 395 and 
Genoa Lane. 

Check in is 8:30 a.m.  
There will be hot choco-
late, coffee, and donuts 
available.  The seminar 
runs from 9:00 a.m. to noon, with lunch to follow. 
Lunch is free for 4-H/FFA members and one guest 
per member. Additional guests attending with 4-H/
FFA members are asked to contribute $5.00 for 
lunch.   

Genoa Livestock asks that you make reservations 
by Monday, January 31. Call 775-782-3336 or email 
to info@genoalivestock.com. Please leave your 
name, organization, and how many guests you will 
bring – so there will be plenty of lunch! 

   Washoe County 4-H Horse Leaders are hosting their first mounted 
clinic of the 4-H year on February 26, at the Reno Livestock Pavilion. 
This clinic is a divided clinic meaning some clubs will participate in the 
morning and some in the afternoon. At this time the clubs assigned to the 

morning session – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon are; North Valley Riders, Silver Knolls Spurs and Mountain Mustangs. Afternoon 
session – 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. clubs are; Spanish Springs Trail Blazers, High Sierra Riders, Future Trainers of America,  
4-H Junior Rodeo Club and all other area 4-H clubs. 

Topics (subject to change and clinician availability) are: Showmanship; winning tips for you and your horse, Ring Eti-
quette and Ground Safety; being aware while showing, Goat tying and 
Ground Roping and during the lunch transition there will be group presenta-
tion from a Nevada Buckaroo. 

Silver Knolls Spurs are coordinating a delicious snack bar. All partici-
pants are required to be in 4-H dress; white long-sleeved shirt, clean and 
neat jeans, a green tie, boots and an approved equestrian helmet. If you have 
questions about what 4-H dress is contact your 4-H Leader or your local 4-H 
staff person. Fliers will be mailed separately for the clinic. 

Silver Knolls Spurs is also hosting the annual 4-H Tack Sale on Sunday, 
February 27. For information regarding the tack sale please contact Linda 
Zimmerman, 775-972-7241. 

Mount Up! 



 

 

Fabulous 4-H Fabric Sale 
Arrives In Carson City 

Save the dates!  February 5 and 6 are the sale 
days for the Carson City/Storey County 4-H Coun-
cil’s annual Fabulous Fabric and Rummage Sale.  
The sale will take place at Fuji Exhibit Hall, 601 Old 
Clear Creek Road, in Carson City.  Sale hours for 
Saturday, February 5, are 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. For 
Sunday, February 6, sale hours are 9 a.m. until noon. 

Sewers, quilters and crafters, make sure to attend 
the sale for great buys.  This year’s stock includes a 
wide array of material, a couple of sewing machines, 
a wooden sewing machine stand, lots of yarn and 
clean, reusable household items. All proceeds from 
the annual sale benefit the Council’s scholarship 
funds for graduating local 4-Hers and those 4-H 
members seeking financial help in order to attend 
national 4-H events. 

For more information on the sale, contact the Car-
son City/Storey County Cooperative Extension     
office at 775-887-2252. 

 

Annual Horse Tack Sale 
The Silver Knolls Spurs 4-H Club are having 

their annual Tack Sale fundraiser on February 27.  
This is a good chance to pick up horse tack at a good 
price while helping out 4-H. 

The sale, run by the Silver Knolls Spurs, starts at 
9 a.m. at the Reno Livestock Events Center Pavilion.  
For more information, please call Linda Zimmerman 
at 775-972-7241 or email                                     
zephyrarabians@ renonevada.net. 

Second Chance for Capital Days 
If you were considering going to Capital Days, but missed the 

deadline, here is your second chance.  The State office has ex-
tended the application deadline. Registration is due to the State 
Office by February 9.  The video conference is still scheduled for 
February 16 from 6:30 to 8:30. 

The event only happens every other 
year and is a great opportunity for youth. 
With this in mind, the deadline was moved 
to open the opportunity up for anyone who 
was busy during the holiday season.   If 
you know of youth that had been thinking 
about attending, and do not have their 
name on the list, please share this information with them. 

If you were already on the list, take note that the February 2 
video conference has been canceled. 

For more information, contact Reana Bye at the State 4-H 
office:  775-784-6608 or byer@unce.unr.edu. 

Don’t Duck the Chance to Be a Duck Stamp Artist 
Do you like to draw or paint? Are you interested in wildlife? If so, you may want to enter the Junior Duck Stamp Contest 

sponsored by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  Youth from kindergarten through twelfth grade can show their work, and 
learn about the nature and habitat conservation.  To enter,  artists must create a 9”x12” art piece of a waterfowl in its natural 
environment. Artists compete for prizes against others in their own age group at the state level, with the “Best of Show” en-
tered in the national contest. 

Students at the state level are judged in four groups according to grade level: 
Group I: K-3, Group II: 4-6, Group III: 7-9, and Group IV 10-12. Three first, second 
and third place entries are selected for each group. A “Best of Show” is selected by 
the judges from the twelve first-place winners regardless of their grade group. Each 
state or territory Best of Show is then submitted to the Duck Stamp Office and en-
tered into the national Junior Duck Stamp Contest. 

The national winner’s artwork will be produced as a U.S. Postal Service stamp, 
sold for $5, with proceeds going to the program and youth conservation education. 

Entries must be postmarked by March 15, 2011.  The Federal  Junior Duck Stamp 
program information, contest rules, prize information and links to educational       
resources can be found at http://www.fws.gov/juniorduck. 

Or you can contact the Nevada Junior Duck Stamp Coordinator, Donna Withers, at 1000 Auction Road, Fallon, Nevada 
89406, 775-423-5128 ext 231. Email donna_withers@fws.gov. 

Washoe Weigh-In Time is Here 
Get your sheep, goat or swine ready to tip the scales. The 

Washoe County weigh-in and ear tagging for market live-

stock going to NJLS will be on Sunday, February 27 at 9 a.m. 

at the Reno Livestock Events Center.  This is a requirement 

for any youth who wants to show or 

sell their animal at the NJLS show in 

April. 
      The cost is $20 per tag. The dead-

line to order tags is February 14.  For 

more information, call Cindy Smullen at 775-784-4848, or 

email smullenc@unce.unr.edu. 



 

 

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. 

Western Area 
February Dates to Remember 

 
Feb 12 - Small Animal Show, RLEC 
 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
Feb 21 - Presidents’ Day Holiday 
 (Offices Closed) 
 
Feb 26 - 4-H Horse Clinic,  
 RLEC 8 a.m. 

Your STEM* Minute 
*4-H Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 

     4-H Science isn’t always about rockets and biofuels. New 
and emerging technologies in animal and veterinary science 
mean that these popular 4-H projects continue to include  
cutting edge research. Rich in science and technology,     
projects include: 
• animal identification technologies such as radio 
frequency ear tags, retinal scanning and DNA analysis; 
• emerging disease awareness, prevention and control; 
• food safety through control of microbiological contaminants 
in the food supply; 
• advances in nutrition efficiencies in food-producing animals. 

 

-Content from Colorado State Cooperative Extension website. 



Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

 4-H Events Calendar
February 2011

DATE WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY

1 Small Animal Project, 6:30 p.m.

2 Spectacular Science, 6 p.m.

3 Sierra Riders, 6 p.m.

4 Fab/Rummage Sale set up, Fuji 
Exhibit Hall, All Day

4-H High School Scholarships 
available

5 Fab/Rummage Sale fundraiser, Fuji 
Exhibit Hall, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

6 Fab/Rummage Sale fundraiser, Fuji 
Exhibit Hall, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

7 Silver Sage Community Club,               
6:30-8 p.m.

Speaking with Confidence, 4 p.m.               
Livestock Meeting, 5 p.m.                           
Livestock Judging to follow

8 SCUBA 6 p.m. Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

12 Small Animal Show, RLEC,           
7a.m. - 4 p.m.

14 4-H Leaders' Council Mtg., 6:30 Speaking with Confidence, 4 p.m. 

15 Happy Heelers business mtg., 6 
p.m.

16 Livestock Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.           
Small Animal Leaders Mtg., 7 

17 Beyond Gardening, 4:30 p.m.                      
Sierra Riders, 6 p.m.

19 Baby Calves Day, 10 a.m.

21 PRESIDENTS' DAY HOLIDAY - OFFICES CLOSED 

22 SCUBA 6 p.m.

24 Livestock Judging, 5-7 p. m.

26 4-H  Science Project Invention 
Fair Horse Clinic, RLEC, 8 a.m.

27
Sheep, Goat, Swine Ear Tag and 
Weigh-In, RLEC Big Barn, 9 a.m.                                      
Tack Sale,RLEC Pavilion, 9 a.m.

28 Teen Leadership, 6:30-8 p.m.
Speaking with Confidence, 4 p.m.                    
Portfolio Workshops for any 
project members, 5:30-6:45 p.m.



Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

Upcoming  4-H Events Calendar

DATE WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY

 

1 Sheep, Swine and Goat Weigh-In, 5 p.m.      
Small Animal Project, 6:30 p.m.

2 Spectacular Science 6 p.m.

3 Sierra Riders 6 p.m.

5 Juvenile Diabetes Pledge Walk, Carson 
High School, 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Livestock Judging, UC Davis

7 Silver Sage Community Club, 6:30-8 p.m. Speaking with Confidence, 4 p.m.             
Livestock Meeting, 5 p.m.

8 SCUBA, 6 p.m. Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

10 Sierra Riders 6 p.m.

12 Irish Shenanigans, Fuji Park Exhibit Hall, 6 
p.m. - 9 p.m.

Washoe County Dog Skillathon, RLEC, 
9 a.m.

14 4-H Leaders' Council Mtg., 6:30 Speaking with Confidence, 4 p.m.

15 Happy Heelers Business, 6 p.m.

16 Spectacular Science 6 p.m. Livestock Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.           
Small Animal Leaders' Mtg., 7 p.m.

17 Beyond Gardening, 4:30 p.m.

19 Cloverbud Horse Day, 10 a.m.                       
Livestock Judging Pershing

21 Silver Sage Community Club, 6:30-8 p.m. Speaking with Confidence, 4 p.m.

22 SCUBA, 6 p.m.

24 Spectacular Science Fair Reno

25 Spring Shooting Sports 
Training Regist. deadline

25-26 Leaders' Forum, Winnemucca

27-28 Capital Days, Carson City

28 Teen Leadership, 6:30-8 p.m. Speaking with Confidence, 4 p.m.

31 Sierra Riders Written Levels Testing, 6 p.m. NJLS Entries due at Office, 5 p.m.

 

2 Small Animal Show, Douglas County 
Fairgrounds 4-H Horse Clinic, RLEC Pavilion, 8 a.m.

4 Speaking with Confidence ends, 4 p.m.

5 NJLS Entries due Small Animal Project, 6:30 p.m.

6 Spectacular Science, 6 p.m.

7 Sierra Riders, 6 p.m.

8 Record Books Contest for NJLS, due at 
Office by 5 p.m.

8-9
Spring Shooting Sports 
Training, Gardnerville,                               
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. each day

9 Cloverbud pet show, 10 a.m.

10 Livestock Qualifier for NJLS

12 SCUBA, 6 p.m. Horse Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.

13 Set-up Farm Days, 3-5 p.m., Fuji Exhibit 
Hall and Carson Fairgrounds

14 Farm Days, Fuji Park, Exhibit Hall and 
Carson Fairgrounds, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Beyond Gardening, 4:30 p.m.                     
Spectacular Science Geology

15 Farm Days, Fuji Park, Exhibit Hall and 
Carson Fairgrounds, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Spectacular Science Geology

20
Livestock Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.           
Small Animal Leaders' Mtg., 7 p.m.               
Leaders' Council mtg., 7:30 p.m.

23 County Livestock Show, RLEC, 7 a.m.

26 SCUBA, 6 p.m.

28 - 
May 1

NJLS, Reno Livestock Events 
Center

April 2011

March 2011
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