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Practicing Youth-Adult Partnerships 

 Think about the youth and adults involved in your 4-H 
club and county program. What are the attitudes and 
feelings of the adults toward the young people they are 
working with? Is there a real partnership between the youth 
and adults? What would the young people say about the 
adults’ attitudes toward them? Would the youth say they 
have an active voice and share in decision making? 

Not too long ago, the typical adult perception about 
youth was:  
 young people should be seen and not heard  
 young people should speak only when spoken to  
 because of their experience, adults know what’s best 

for young people  
 young people have no place in adult society  

These perceptions are changing as research in 
youth development and youth-adult partnership 
training demonstrates the benefits to youth, adults, 
and communities when young people’s voices are 
heard. 

Research and training strives to change today’s 
adult perception about youth to:  
 the opinions of young people should be 

welcomed and valued  
 young people should be viewed as resources to 

their community  
 young people should be involved in making decisions 

about programs that affect them  
Research shows that although youth-adult partnerships 

are exciting, they often are not easy. In many communities 
and organizations, youth and adults have few opportunities 
to work together as partners. Fortunately, the 4-H program 
provides many opportunities for youth and adults to learn 
how to be partners together. 4-H youth and adults can take 
what they have learned and experienced and share it with 
other community organizations they are involved with. 

A youth-adult partnership is a joint effort—youth and 
adults working together to achieve common goals. Caring 
adults bring knowledge, experience, and access to 
resources, while youth bring fresh ideas, new perspectives, 

energy, enthusiasm, and talents. To make a partnership 
successful:  
 Adults need to be willing to share their power and 

responsibility  
 Youth need to be willing to gain power and take on 

responsibility  
 Both youth and adults need the skills to work 

successfully together  
 Everyone needs to forget everything they have ever 

thought about youth and adults as separate groups and 
start treating each other with respect and as allies.  

   So where do you begin? It starts with a framework of 
approaching young people as partners. How do you 

currently work with youth? What is your 
attitude when considering partnering with 
youth?  
Youth as Objects—Adults know what is 
best for young people and control 
situations in which they allow them to be 
involved. In this approach the attitude is that 
young people have little to contribute. 
Adults may work to keep young people in a 
relatively powerless position. Adults with 
such opinions have no intention of allowing 
youth participation. Adults may truly believe 

that they need to protect young people from ‘suffering’ 
from mistakes. However, we know that involvement in 
meaningful roles is essential to the positive growth and 
development of successful young adults.  

Youth as Recipients—Adults allow young people to 
take part in decision making because they think the 
experience will be ‘good for them.’ This has a real focus 
on young people’s learning from ‘adult society,’ and that 
young people need to be guided through their participation 
in adult society. This attitude is characterized by adults 
allowing young people to take part in decision making 
because they think the experience will be ‘good for them’ 
and an excellent opportunity to practice for when they 
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4-H’ers Prepare For State  
4-H Shooting Sports Match 

4-H’ers active in their county 4-H Shooting 
Sports clubs throughout the state will want to get 
lots of range time in before the State 4-H    
Shooting Sports Match on September 12.  

The match will be held in Douglas County. 
Participants check in on Friday night and Satur-
day morning at Douglas County Fairgrounds.  

Competitions in Air Pistol, Air 
Rifle, .22   Rifle, Shotgun, Muz-
zleloader and Archery will run 
throughout the day at Douglas 
County Rifle Range. Awards and 
a fantastic bar-b-que dinner take 
place following competition back 
at the  Fairgrounds. 

Look for registration forms August 1. Youth 
can elect to shoot in four disciplines. They must 
be actively shooting in their clubs in the disci-
plines they choose.  

For more information contact Sandy Wallin, 
775-887-2252. 
 

Fall 4-H Shooting Sports Leader 
Training and Certification 

Fall 4-H Shooting Sports Leader Training and 
Certification is set for September 25, 26, & 27 in 
Caliente & Alamo, Lincoln County, Nevada. 

Adults interested in volunteering as 4-H 
Shooting Sports Leaders and/or teens interested 
in becoming 4-H Shooting Sports Jr. Leaders 
must receive the Level 1 State 4-H Shooting 
Sports training in the discipline they want to 
teach before leading a 4-H Shooting Sports club. 

They must also have 
taken basic 4-H lead-
er training and been 
fingerprinted at the 
county level. 

 Participants can choose one discipline per 
training for certification at the state level. 4-H 
Shooting Sports Leader Training and Certifica-
tion is offered in the Spring and Fall of each year, 
rotating either in the northern or southern area of 
the state.  

Disciplines currently available are: Air Pistol, 
Rifle (included Air Rifle and .22 Rifle), Muzzle 
Loader, Shotgun, Archery and Hunting. Only 
adults currently trained and certified in Archery, 
Rifle, Shotgun or Muzzleloader are eligible to 
take training in Hunting.  

Look for registration packets mid-July. For 
more information call 775-887-2252. 

Get Out of Town 
There are two 4-H events in other counties that may make for a 

fun, summer getaway. 
On July 17-19 there is the Humboldt County 4-H Horse Show, at 

the Humboldt County Fairgrounds, 1000 Fairgrounds Road in Win-
nemucca. It starts at 12:00 p.m. on July 17. Entries are due to the 
Humboldt County Extension Office by 5:00 p.m. on July 6. 

For more information, please contact Sharon Barton, 4-H Events 
& Volunteer Specialist - bartons@unce.unr.edu 775-623-6304 

And coming in August, the Silver State Youth Livestock Show. 
Don’t forget to mark your calendars August 13-16, 2015 for the 

annual Silver State youth livestock show and expo in Yerington! For 
entries and more information go to http://www.ssyls.com or contact 
Lisa Boldman boldmanl@unce.unr.edu 775.336 0273.  

 

become ‘real’ people. Consequently, responsibilities or tasks often 
delegated to young people are either trivial (it won’t matter if they 
mess up) or those which adults find distasteful (roadside cleanup 
campaigns). Adults with such viewpoints on youth involvement 
often control the terms and conditions of the involvement. It is easy 
to allow your mind to think in this way without even consciously 
realizing it. It is important to challenge your thinking to make every 
effort conscious so that youth are not viewed in this way.  

• Youth as Partners—Adults respect young people as having 
something significant to offer now and youth are encouraged to 
become involved. Adults feel that young people are critical to the 
success of a program or, in this case, an organization focused on 
youth needs and issues. When adults hold such opinions, youth are 
seen as equal partners in decision making. Adults who view young 
people as partners are comfortable working with groups which have 
equal numbers of youth and adults. As a result of these relationships, 
programs and organizations are more effective while young people 
meet real developmental needs.  

So where are you and/or your club? Consider the benefits of 
youth-adult partnerships to all of the activities, events, groups, and 
programs you are involved in. How will you take the next steps to 
creating youth-adult partnerships?  

Reflect:  
What are the benefits of youth-adult partnerships to youth, adults, 

and organizations?  
What concerns and benefits exist in the continuum of attitudes 

toward youth-adult partnerships?  
Apply:  
What ways can you increase the number and the quality of youth-

adult partnerships in 4-H groups, projects, committees, and events? 
Your local Extension Office has extensive resources to help you 
with Youth Adult Partnerships.  

 

*Excerpted from: 
VRKC ‐ Volunteer Research Knowledge Competency Taxonomy for 4‐H Youth Development 
Youth‐Adult Partnerships: A Training Manual. InnovaƟon Center for Community and Youth 
Development, et al. (2003) 
Youth and Adults as Partners, NaƟonal 4‐H Youth DirecƟons Council (no date) 
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Copper Show Kicks Off Series 
The Copper Show, the first in the 2015 Strike It Rich 

Summer Series 4-H Horse Shows, is on July 25, at the 
UNR Equestrian Center.  

Over 60 classes are offered for 4-H recognized age 
groups of seniors, intermediates and juniors; and also 
classes for the novice/beginner rider. There will be exhi-
bition rides in all categories for ‘cloverbud’ riders be-
tween the ages of 5 and 8. 4-H members in neighboring 
California counties are also invited to compete. 

The points earned at this show are add-
ed to the points for the Silver Show on Au-
gust 22, and the Gold Show on September 
19. Twelve High Point Buckles will be 
awarded at the end of the series with points 
tabulated from all three shows for each discipline and for 
each age group plus novice rider competitors. 

Class lists and entry forms for all three shows are 
available on the Washoe County 4-H Calendar at http://
www.unce.unr.edu/4H/counties/washoe/ or on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com\washoecounty4h 

For more information, contact Sam Mitchell at 775-
336-0259 or email mitchells@unce.unr.edu. 

 

July Record Book Clinic in Washoe 
The next 4-H record book clinic is Monday, July 20, 

at 6 p.m. Interested 4-H club members can attend the 
workshops at the UNCE office on Energy Way in Reno. 
The clinics are helpful if you need a little guidance or 
just a refresher course on how to create a great 4-H    
record book, and what to include. 

 Check the Washoe County 4-H Calendar at       
http://www.unce.unr.edu/4H/counties/washoe/ for dates. 
For more information, or to secure a spot at an upcoming 
workshop, please call Sam Mitchell at 775-336-0259 or 
email mitchells@unce.unr.edu 

 

Make Time for Nevada Fair 2015  
Make time this summer to join in the fun at Nevada 

Fair 2015, on July 30 through August 2. You can find a  
list of events and sponsors and even buy tickets at      
nevadafair.com.  

The fair will have displays of livestock, home arts 
and crafts, cooking, homespun 
items and sewing. The premium 
book available online, as are 
entry forms for youth livestock 

competitions, adults and youth competitions. 
Shuttle service will be provided from the Casino  

Fandango parking garage to the fairgrounds. Volunteers 
are being sought for help with parking, setting up and 
taking down the exhibit hall, checking entries and      
supervising livestock.  

To volunteer please contact Kelli Du Fresne at       
775-283-4718.  

National Youth Summit Series 
There are currently more than 7 billion people living on 

our planet and over the next 40 years there's expected to be  
9 billion people. This kind of growth will create tremendous 
pressures on obtaining food, water, and energy resources. 
But despite these grim statistics, there is tremendous hope 
for a better tomorrow: today’s young people. Youth are    
developing a sense of purpose and a sense of personal and 
civic responsibility. 

The National Youth Summit Series was created to em-
power young people to be well-informed citizens who are 
actively engaged in their communities and our world. The 
series focuses on Maker, Healthy Living, and Agri-Science. 
Each Summit is a separate event. the Maker Summit is     
November 6-9, 2015. Agri-Science is January 15-18, 2016; 
and Healthy Living is February 12-15, 2016. 

Students may attend more than  
one Summit in the 2015-2016 school 
year. Each event brings together sub-
ject experts and youth development 
leaders. The goal is not only for youth 
to learn about a subject but to create   
action plans to put into place in their communities. 

With a history of implementing and supporting high-
quality education programs across the nation, National 4-H 
Council and National 4-H Youth Conference Center have 
partnered with top professionals and corporate partners    
passionate about investing in youth to provide these         
opportunities. Programs are open to all high school students 
in grades 9-12 (as of September 2014). 

An adult who serves as a mentor and chaperone for a 
group of youth registers themselves and participating youth. 
All students must be accompanied by an adult chaperone 
such as a parent, teacher or club leader. Registration is 
online, simply follow the “register” links on the website 
(www.nationalyouthsummit.org). If you have any questions 
please complete the Contact Us form. We hope you join this 
new generation of leaders addressing our biggest issues. 

Registrations will open in the Fall of 2015.For more    
information, go to www.nationalyouthsummit.org. 

 

Get Ready: 4-H Camp is Almost Here 
If you are going to the Northern Area/Western 4-H Camp 

on July 12-18, don’t wait until the last minute to pack. Camp 
is less than two weeks away. Now is the 
time to gather together everything you’ll 
need for going INTO THE WILD. 
     Every registration packet contains a list 
of what to bring and not bring. If you went 
to the camper/parent orientations then you 
know the importance of having the right 
gear to make camp fun and safe. 

If you have misplaced your list, one is available online at 
http://www.unce.unr.edu/4H/programs/camps/files/
pdf/2015WesternCamperRegistration.pdf 
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Your 4-H Mission Minute 

In youth-adult partnerships, adults need to remember these principles: 
Don’t expect more from a youth than you would from another adult. If a young 
person shows up 15 minutes late, an adult might think, “Aha, a slacker.” When a 
fellow adult shows up 15 minutes late, the same person might think, “That’s 
understandable, they have deadlines and pressures.” So do young people.  
Treat young people as individuals; don’t make one youth represent all youth. 
Young people understand that adults may carry negative images of youth and may 
generalize from the behavior of a few young people. Assure young people that you 
are interested in their individual opinions, and don’t expect them to embody an 
entire population.  
Be careful about interruptions when young people are speaking. For the 
partnership to work, young people must feel that they are valued and respected. In 
many youth–adult relationships, that respect is lacking. When interrupted by an 
adult, young people tend to stop talking. Both parties need to respect each other’s 
right to voice opinions without criticism or censure.  

-From youth-adult partnerships - a training manual © 2003    

4-H is a program of University of Nevada Cooperative Extension 

Northern Area/ Western 
July Dates to Remember 

July 3– Independence Day Holiday 
(Offices Closed) 

July 12-18– Northern Area/Western 4-H 
Camp at Lake Tahoe 

July 25– Strike it Rich 4-H Horse 
Summer Series– Copper Show 

July 30 - Aug. 2– Nevada Fair 2015 
Carson City 



Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

 4-H Events Calendar
July 2015

DATE WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY

1 Bouncing Bunnies, Fuji Exhibit Hall, 
6:30-8 p.m.

2 All Camp Staff Meeting, Carson 
Office, 6 p.m. 4 Paws, Fuji Exhibit Hall, 6:30-8 p.m.

3 Carson Hot Shots, Capital City Gun 
Club, 6-9 p.m.

3

6 Target Rippers, Fuji Exhibit Hall,                           
6:30-8:00 p.m.

9 4 Paws, Fuji Exhibit Hall, 6:30-8 p.m.

11
Camp Staff reports to Kahle 
Center at 10 a.m. and camp by 
3 p.m.

12-18 Northern Area/Western 4-H 
Camp, Lake Tahoe

12 4-H Camp drop-off time,                                        
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

13 Carson City/ Storey County 4-H 
Council, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

14 No Horse Leaders Mtg       

15 Carson Cluckers, Fuji Exh. Hall,                           
6:30-8 p.m.

16 4 Paws, Fuji Exhibit Hall, 6:30-8 p.m.

17 Carson Hot Shots, Capital City Gun 
Club, 6-9 p.m.

17-19 Camp Mason Ortiz, Winnemucca 
Ranch, daily

18 4-H Camp pick-up time,             
10:30-11:00 a.m.

20 Target Rippers, Fuji Exhibit Hall,                              
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Record Book clinic, 6 p.m.                                                             
Small Animal Leaders' Mtg.,6 p.m.                       

21 No Livestock Leaders' Mtg.

25
Strike it Rich Summer Series 4-H 
Horse Show, Copper Show. UNR 
Equestrian Center, 8 a.m.

27 No Leaders' Council Leaders' Council Mtg, 6 p.m.

31 Carson Hot Shots, Capital City Gun 
Club, 6-9 p.m.

7-30 to   
8-2 Nevada Fair Nevada Fair, Carson City

Independence Day,  July 4
(Offices closed on July 3)

INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY - OFFICES CLOSED 

Douglas County currently 
has too many Project 
specific meetings dates to 
publish.  Please refer to 
your Project Leader and 
Calendars for meeting 
dates. All dates take place 
at the 4-H office unless 
otherwise noted.  
 

Please note: 
Due to the number of club 
meetings in Washoe 
County, we cannot list 
them all here. 



Unless stated differently, all
meetings are held at your local
Cooperative Extension office.

Upcoming  4-H Events Calendar

DATE WESTERN AREA CARSON CITY/STOREY COUNTY DOUGLAS COUNTY WASHOE COUNTY

 

3 Target Rippers, Fuji Exhibit Hall,                      
6:30-8:30 p.m.

5 Bouncing Bunnies, Fuji Exhibit Hall,                                        
6:30-8 p.m.

6 4 Paws, Fuji Exhibit Hall, 6:30-8 p.m.

10 Carson City/ Storey County 4-H Council, 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Record Book clinic, 6 p.m.                                                            

11 Horse Leaders Mtg, 6 p.m.               

12 Carson Cluckers, Fuji Exh. Hall,                                
6:30-8 p.m.

13 4 Paws, Fuji Exhibit Hall, 6:30-8 p.m.

13-16
Silver State 4-H Livestock Show 
and Expo, Lyon County 
Fairgrounds, Yerington

14 Carson Hot Shots, Capital City Gun Club, 
6-9 p.m.

17 Target Rippers, Fuji Exhibit Hall,                                       
6:30-8:30 p.m. No Small Animal Leaders' Mtg                  

18 No Livestock Leaders' Mtg

20 4 Paws, Fuji Exhibit Hall, 6:30-8 p.m.

22
Strike it Rich Summer Series 4-H Horse 
Show, Silver Show. UNR Equestrian 
Center, 8 a.m.

24  Leaders' Council, 7 p.m.

28 Carson Hot Shots, Capital City Gun Club, 
6-9 p.m.

 

2 Bouncing Bunnies, Fuji Exhibit Hall,                                        
6:30-8 p.m.

3 4 Paws, Fuji Exhibit Hall, 6:30-8 p.m.

7

8 Horse Leaders Mtg, 6 p.m.               

10 4 Paws, Fuji Exhibit Hall, 6:30-8 p.m.

11 Carson Hot Shots, Capital City Gun Club, 
6-9 p.m.

12
State 4-H Shooting Sports Match, 
Douglas Co. Fairgrounds and Rifle 
Range, all day

14 Carson City/ Storey County 4-H Council, 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

15 Livestock Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.      

16 Carson Cluckers, Fuji Exhibit Hall, 6:30-
8:00 p.m.

17 4 Paws, Fuji Exhibit Hall, 6:30-8 p.m.

19
Strike it Rich Summer Series 4-H Horse 
Show, Gold Show and High Point 
awards. UNR Equestrian Center, 8 a.m.

21 Target Rippers, Fuji Exhibit Hall,                                       
6:30-8:30 p.m. Small Animal Leaders' Mtg., 6 p.m.                       

25-27
Fall Shooting Sports Leader 
Training, Alamo, Fri. 7 p.m. - Sun. 
1 p.m.

26 UNR Field Day, Valley Rd. Field Lab, 9 
a.m. - 2 p.m.

28 Leaders' Council, 7 p.m.

August 2015

September 2015

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY - OFFICES CLOSED 

Douglas County currently 
has too many Project 
specific meetings dates to 
publish.  Please refer to 
your Project Leader and 
Calendars for meeting 
dates. All dates take place 
at the 4-H office unless 
otherwise noted.  

Please note: 
Due to the number of club 
meetings in Washoe 
County, we cannot list 
them all here. 
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