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PREFACE 

 
 

The Secretary of State’s office has prepared a guide of the recall procedures as printed in 
Article 2 of the Nevada Constitution (Nev. Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9), pertinent sections of 
Chapters 293 and 306 of the Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) and pertinent sections of 
Chapters 293 and 306 of the Nevada Administrative Code (NAC).   The purpose of this 
guide is to provide an understanding of the guidelines and requirements necessary for 
preparing and qualifying a Petition to Recall a Public Officer.  It is important to note 
that this guide is for general information only and does not have the force and effect 
of Nevada law, regulation, or rule.  Interested citizens should obtain the most recent 
version of NRS, as Nevada’s Election Laws are amended each legislative session. 
 
 

 
 ************************************************************** 
 
 
 

 QUESTIONS? 
  
 Contact: 
 Dean Heller 

Secretary of State 
 Elections Division 
 101 North Carson Street, Suite 3 
 Carson City, Nevada  89701-4786 
 Telephone (775) 684-5705 / FAX (775) 684-5718  

E-mail address:  nvelect@govmail.state.nv.us 
Website: www.sos.state.nv.us 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sos.state.nv.us/
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Who may be recalled? 

Every elected public officer in the State of Nevada, excluding U.S. Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, is subject to recall from office by the registered voters of 
the state, county, district or municipality from which he/she was elected.  A person who 
is appointed to an elective office is also subject to recall.  (Nev. Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9; 
NRS 306.020(1)) 
 
When may a public officer be recalled? 

A notice of intent may not be filed against a public officer within the first 6 
months of his/her term regardless of whether the official is in his/her first term or a 
subsequent term.  The only exception is that a petition may be filed against a state senator 
or state assemblyman anytime after 10 days from the beginning of the first session after 
his/her election.  (Nev. Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9; NAC 306.005) 

 
How many times may a recall petition be filed against a public officer? 

After one recall petition has been filed and a special election held, no further 
recall petitions may be filed against the same public officer during the term for which 
he/she was elected unless petitioners pay for the expense of the preceding special 
election.  If a petition fails to qualify, another notice of intent may be filed at any time.  
(Nev. Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9) 

 
May a recall petition and a nominating petition be circulated at the 
same time? 

Each petition must be circulated as separate petitions but may be circulated at the 
same time. 

 
May petitions be circulated at a polling place when an election is being 
held within  the county for another purpose?  

It is unlawful to intimidate voters or interfere with the conduct of an election.    
Soliciting signatures for a recall petition within 100 feet from the entrance to the building 
in which a polling place is located is prohibited.   Soliciting signatures for a recall 
petition outside of the 100 feet prohibited area is allowed.   (NRS 293.710(1); NRS 
293.740(1) & (4)(f); NRS 293.361; NRS 293C.361) 

  
 I have just filed a Notice of Intent to Recall a Public Officer, is there any 

other requirements I must meet?  
  Each committee for the recall of a public officer must register with the Secretary 

of State.  (NRS 294A.250) (Registration form provided in the appendix) 
 
  Also each committee for the recall of a public officer must also file contributions 

and expenses reports with the Secretary of State.  (NRS 294A.270; NRS 294A.280) 
(You may request contributions and expenses report forms by contacting the Secretary of 
State’s Office)  
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Step 1  FILING THE NOTICE OF INTENT TO RECALL A PUBLIC 
OFFICER 

 
Where must the notice of intent be filed? 

Before a petition to recall a public officer is circulated, the persons proposing to 
circulate the petition must file a notice of intent with the proper filing officer.  The proper 
filing officer is that officer with whom the public officer to be recalled filed for election, 
the County Clerk/Registrar of Voters, City Clerk or the Secretary of State.  (NRS 
306.015(1) & (7)) 

 
 
Is there a form for the notice of intent?  

The Secretary of State prescribes the form, “Notice of Intent to Recall a Public 
Officer.” (NRS 293.247(1))  You may obtain the form by contacting the filing officer, the 
Secretary of State, or from the Secretary of State’s website: www.sos.state.nv.us.   

 
 

How may a notice of intent be filed? 
A notice of intent may be filed with the appropriate filing officer by hand 

delivery, mail or a FAX machine.  The date received by the proper filing officer is 
deemed the date filed.   
 
Who signs the notice of intent? 

The notice of intent must be signed by three registered voters who actually voted 
in the state, county, district or municipality electing the public officer at the last general 
election.  (NRS 306.015(2)(a)) 
 
Do the signatures on the notice of intent need to be notarized? 

Yes.  (NRS 306.015(2)(b)) 
 
How long is the notice of intent valid? 

The notice of intent is valid until the date on which the call for a special election 
is issued.  (NRS 306.015(2)(c)) 

             
             
            Note:  

¾ Pursuant to NAC 306.007 the filing officer shall notify, in writing, the 
subject(s) of a recall within 2 days after the notice of intent is filed.  

 
¾ A list of County Clerks/Registrars and City Clerks is provided in the 

Appendix. 
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Step 2    THE RECALL PETITION 
 
How many signatures are required on the petition? 

The filing officer will inform the persons filing the notice of intent of the number 
of signatures required. The petition must contain the signatures of at least 25% of the 
number of persons who actually voted in the state, county, district or municipality which 
the public officer represents at the election in which he/she was elected.  (Nev. Const. 
Art. 2, Sec. 9) 

 
Who may sign the petition? 

Only registered voters of the county in which the petition is circulated may sign 
the petition.  If the office is a district office or a municipal office, only the registered 
voters of that district or municipality may sign the petition.  (Nev. Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9) 

 
Do the signatures on the petition need to be signed in ink? 

Yes. The County Clerk/Registrar will not count any signature not signed in ink.  
(NRS 293.12758(4)) 

 
Can a person remove his/her name from the petition? 

Any person who signs a recall petition may remove his/her name from the petition 
by submitting a request in writing to the County Clerk/Registrar at any time before the 
petition is submitted for signature verification.  (For removal after signature verification, 
see page 9.)  (NRS 306.015(5)) 

 
When does the petition need to be submitted to the County 
Clerk/Registrar for signature verification? 

The petition must be submitted to the filing officer within 90 days from the date 
the notice of intent was filed.  If more than one document was circulated, all the 
documents must be submitted to the filing officer at the same time.  Failure to submit 
the petition, even if it has insufficient signatures, is a misdemeanor.  (NRS 306.015(3)) 

 
Who submits the petition to the County Clerk/Registrar for signature 
verification? 

The persons who signed the notice of intent must submit the petition to the filing 
officer.  The filing officer shall immediately submit the petition to the County 
Clerk/Registrar for signature verification.  (NRS 306.015(3))  

 
            What if the petition does not have enough signatures? 

Even if the petition does not have enough signatures, the petition must still be 
filed with the filing officer within the 90 day period. All documents circulated must be 
submitted.  Failure to file the petition as required is a misdemeanor.  (NRS 
306.015(3)) 
 
Does the circulator have to be a registered voter? 

No.  Pursuant to a recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling and an opinion issued by the 
Nevada Attorney General, the circulator is no longer required to be a registered voter.  
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(Buckley v. American Constitutional Law Foundations (ACLF), 525 U.S. 182 (1999);  
Attorney General Opinion 99-37, dated 12/1/99) 

 
Petition Format 

 
¾ Each petition must include the words “Recall Petition” at the top of each page and 

immediately above the signature line, in at least 10-point bold type;  
¾ (NRS 306.020(2)( c )) 

 
¾ Each petition must have the designation “Signatures of registered voters seeking the 

recall of _________________________ (name of public officer for whom recall is 
sought)” on each page;  (NRS 306.020(2)(e)) 

 
¾ Each petition must bear the name of a county (together with the name of the district 

or the municipality, if applicable) on each page;  (NRS 306.030(1)) 
 
¾ Each petition must, in less than 200 words, give the reason why the recall is 

demanded;  (Nev. Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9; NRS 306.020(2)) 
 

¾ Each petition must contain a statement of the minimum number of signatures 
necessary for a valid petition;  (NRS 306.020(2)(b)) 

 
¾ Each petition must contain the date that the Notice of Intent was filed;  (NRS 

306.020(2)(d)) 
 
¾ The petition may consist of more than one document;  (NRS 306.030(1)) 

 
¾ Each document of the petition may consist of one or more pages and must be bound 

together;  (NAC 293.182(2)) 
 

¾ Each document must contain sequentially numbered spaces for the name of each 
person who signs the document, the signature of the person signing, the residence 
address of the person signing, the name of the county where the person who signs is 
registered to vote, and the date of the signature;  (NRS 306.020(2)(a)); NAC 
293.182(1)(a)) 

 
¾ Each document must contain an affidavit of the person who circulated the document.  

The affidavit must be on the last page of each document and be signed before a 
person authorized by law to administer oaths in the State of Nevada (a notary public); 
(NAC 293.182) 

 
¾ The circulator is not required to be a registered voter in Nevada;  (NAC 293.182; 

Attorney General Opinion #99-37, dated 12/1/99; Buckley v. American 
Constitutional Law Foundations (ACLF), 525 U.S. 182 (1999)) 

 
¾ Each document must also contain an affidavit of one of the signers of that document, 

who is a registered voter of the district in which the petition is being circulated.  If the 
circulator is a registered voter of the district in which the document is being 
circulated, he or she may sign this affidavit.  If the circulator is not a registered voter, 
another person who did sign the document must sign this affidavit.  This affidavit 
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follows the circulator’s affidavit and must be signed before a person authorized by 
law to administer oaths in the State of Nevada (a notary public); (Nevada 
Constitution, Article 19, Section 3; NRS 295.055 (2)) 

 
 
 

¾ Each signature on the petition must be in ink.  The County Clerk/Registrar will 
disregard any signature that is not signed in ink.  (NRS 293.12758(4)) 

 
¾ Each page of the document must be sequentially numbered, including blank pages.  

The County Clerk/Registrar cannot accept a petition unless each page of the petition 
is numbered.  (NRS 293.12758(3); NRS 306.030(1); NAC 293.182(2)(a)) 

 
 

Note: Sample petitions are provided in the appendix 
 
 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE DOES NOT APPROVE THE 
LEGALITY OF THE PETITION LANGUAGE OR THE PETITION FORM 

. 
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Step 3    SIGNATURE VERIFICATION 

 
Procedure: 

 
Step 1:  All documents must be submitted to the appropriate filing officer(s) at the 
same time.  The County Clerks/Registrars count the total number of signatures on the 
petition and forward that number to the Secretary of State.  This is the “raw count.”  
(NRS 293.1276) 

 
  Time frame: The County Clerks/Registrars must complete the raw count within 

4 days of receipt of the petition (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, holidays and the day the 
petition is received).  (NRS 293.1276(1)) 

 
 Step 2:  Based upon the raw count information received from the County 

Clerks/Registrars, the Secretary of State determines whether the number of signatures is 
100% of the number needed.  If the raw count indicates that the petition contains less 
than 100% of the signatures needed, the Secretary of State notifies the person who 
submitted the petition and the County Clerks/Registrars that no further action is to be 
taken on the petition.  If the raw count indicates that the petition contains more than 
100% of the signatures needed, the Secretary of State notifies the County 
Clerks/Registrars.   

            (NRS 293.1276(2), NRS 293.1277(1)) 
 
  Time frame: Immediately after the Secretary of State receives the raw count 

from all counties.  (NRS 293.1277(1)) 
 

Step 3:  If the Secretary of State notifies the county clerks/registrars that the 
petition contains the number of signatures needed for it to be sufficient, the County 
Clerk/Registrar begin actually examining the signatures.  If more than 500 names have 
been submitted, the County Clerks/Registrars shall randomly sample 500 or 5% of the 
signatures (whichever is greater).  The Secretary of State is notified of the result.   
(NRS 293.1277(2)) 

 
 Time frame: Signature verification must be completed within 9 days (excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays, holidays and the day the Secretary of State notification is received) 
after the County Clerks/Registrars received notification from the Secretary of State.   
(NRS 293.1277(1)) 
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Finding based on the result of the random sampling: 

 
 

1. The Secretary of State finds that the number of valid signatures is less than 90% 
of the number required.  (NRS 293.1278(1)) 

 
        Result: The petition fails.  No further action is taken.  (NRS 293.1278(1)) 

 
2.        The Secretary of State finds that the number of valid signatures is greater than 
100% of the number required.  (NRS 293.1278(2)) 

 
  Result: The petition is sufficient.  (NRS 293.1278(2)) 
 

3.        The Secretary of State finds the number of valid signatures to be greater than 90% 
but  less than 100% of the number required.  (NRS 293.1279(1)) 

 
  Result: The Secretary of State orders the County Clerks/Registrars to 

verify all signatures until it is determined that 100% of the number of signatures of 
registered voters needed to declare the petition sufficient are valid.  This process must be 
completed by the County Clerks/Registrars within 12 days after the receipt of the order 
by the Secretary of State (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, holidays and the day the 
Secretary of State’s order is received).  If the verification shows the petition has less than 
100% of the number needed, the petition fails.  (NRS 293.1279) 

 
    

May a person's name be removed from the petition after the signature 
verification? 
 
Prior to Submitting Petition: 
 

A person may request that the County Clerk/Registrar remove his name from the 
petition by submitting a request in writing to the County Clerk/Registrar at any time 
before the petition is submitted for the verification of the signatures. (NRS 306.015(5))  

        
            After Signature Verification is Complete:  
 

A person who signs the recall petition and demonstrates good cause, may submit 
a written request to the Secretary of State to strike his/her signature from the petition.  
The request must be signed by the requestor and a requestor may only ask that his/her 
name be removed, not the name of another petition signor.  (NRS 306.040(2); NAC 
306.010) 

 
The request will not be accepted by the Secretary of State until the day after he 

has determined the petition is complete and has notified the petitioners and the County 
Clerk/Registrar or City Clerk.  All requests must be received by 5 p.m. on the day before 
the clerk issues the call for the special election.  Such requests may be transmitted to the 
Secretary of State by FAX machine.  (NAC 306.010) 
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Step 4a  QUALIFIED RECALL PETITION  
 
 

When is the Special Election held? 
Not sooner than 10 days nor more than 20 days after the Secretary of State gives 

notification that the petition is sufficient and if no court complaint has been filed, the 
filing officer will issue a call for a special election.  The special election must be held 
within 30 days after the clerk issues the call.  (NRS 306.040(3); Nevada Constitution Art. 
2 § 9) 

 
 
May anyone run against the public officer to be recalled? 

A person may be nominated as a candidate for the office through the petition 
process.  This petition must be signed by registered voters of the state, county, district or 
municipality where the election is to be held.  The petition must contain 25% of the 
number of registered voters who voted at the last general election at which the public 
officer, who is subject to the recall, was elected in the state, county, district or 
municipality where the election is to be held.  (NRS 306.110(1)) 

 
 
When must the petition to nominate other candidates be filed? 

The petition must be filed at least 20 days before the special election.  (NRS 
306.110(2)) 

 
 
How does the person nominated accept the nomination? 

The person nominated must, at least 20 days before the special election, file with 
the appropriate filing officer an acceptance of candidacy and pay the appropriate filing 
fee.  (NRS 306.110(3)) 

 
 
May a candidate withdraw his/her candidacy? 

Yes, but the candidate must present a written withdrawal of candidacy in person 
to his/her filing officer not later than 19 days before the special election.  (NAC 306.050) 

 
 
What happens if the public officer to be recalled resigns? 

If the public officer being recalled chooses to resign, within 5 days after the 
petition is filed, a vacancy is created, and must be filled in the manner provided by law.  
No recall election is held.  If the public officer being recalled does not resign within 5 
days after the petition is filed, a special election will take place.  (NRS 306.045(1); Nev. 
Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9) 
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Step 4b   FAILED RECALL PETITION         

 
May the results of the signature verification be challenged? 

If a petition for recall fails for lack of signatures, the persons submitting the 
petition may challenge the signature verification by filing an appeal with the Secretary of 
State.  The appeal must: 

 
a. Be filed within 5 working days after receipt of the Secretary of State’s     

determination of sufficiency; 
            b. Include the reasons for appeal; and 

c. Include a statement of the number of signatures, if any, that the County  
Clerk/Registrar determined were invalid. 

 
If the appeal is based on the results of the signature verification, the Secretary of 

State will: 
 

a.  If the Secretary of State agrees with the person who filed the appeal, order the 
County Clerk/Registrar to recertify the petition to include all contested 
signatures which the Secretary of State determines are valid as verified 
signatures. 

b.  If the Secretary of State does not agree with the persons who filed the appeal, 
notify those persons and the County Clerk/Registrar that the petition remains 
insufficient. 

 
If the Secretary of State is unable to make a decision on the appeal based upon the 

documents submitted, he or she may order the County Clerk/Registrar to reverify the 
signatures.  The decision of the Secretary of State is a final decision for the purposes 
of judicial review.  The decision of the Secretary of State may be appealed, but only in 
the First Judicial District Court in Carson City, Nevada.  (NRS 293.12793-12795) 

 
May the legal sufficiency of the petition be challenged? 

Yes, the legal sufficiency of the petition may be challenged by filing a complaint 
in district court.  The complaint must: 

 
¾ Be filed in district court not later than 5 days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, 

and holidays after the Secretary of State's notification of the petition's 
sufficiency; and 

¾ Contain all affidavits and documents in support of the challenge. 
(NRS 306.040) 

 
 

What is the form of case caption for the complaint challenging the 
petition's legal sufficiency?  

The public officer who is the subject of the recall petition is named as the 
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plaintiff.  The officer with whom the petition was filed (in his/her official capacity) is 
named as the defendant and the three registered voters who signed the notice of intent are 
named as the real parties in interest.  (NAC 306.040) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Appendix: 
 
       

 
List of County Clerks/Registrars and City Clerks 

 Notice of Intent (Recall Petition) 
 Sample Recall Petition (2 pages) 
 Sample Candidate Nominating Petition (County/District)(2 pages) 
 Recall Committee Registration Form 

Recall Committee Contributions & Expenses Reports 
 Nevada Constitution Art. 2, Sec. 9 
   Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS), Pertinent Sections Chapter 293, and 306 

Nevada Revised Statutes 294A.250 through 294A.280 
            Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) Pertinent Sections Chapters    
                        293.182, 293.183 and 293.186 
 Nevada Administrative Code (NAC), Chapter 306 

Attorney General Opinion #99-37 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
election/handouts/recall.gde 
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