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Child Prostitution
What happens in Las Vegas stays in Las Vegas does not pertain to prostitution because prostitution 
is illegal in Clark County, where Las Vegas is located. Prostitution is illegal in Nevada counties with a 
population of 700,000 or more, which means only Clark County.1 Counties with a population of less 
than 700,000 can decide whether to legalize the licensing of houses of prostitution. Child prostitution 
is illegal in all Nevada counties. That does not, however, mean that child prostitution does not exist 
in Nevada. This Newsletter looks at prostitution and commercialized vice arrests of children ages 17 
and under in Nevada. 

In 2012, there were 56 arrests of children in Nevada for prostitution and commercialized vice, as reported 
to the FBI Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program by participating law enforcement agencies.2 This 
represents 1.5 percent of all prostitution and commercialized vice arrests in Nevada. The Las Vegas 
Metro Police Department reported 49 arrests, the Reno Police Department reported 4 arrests, the North 
Las Vegas Police Department reported 2 arrests, and the Henderson Police Department reported 1 
arrest.3 Forty-nine arrests were of females, and seven arrests were of males.4

From 2003 to 2012, the number of prostitution and commercialized vice arrests declined by 46 percent, 
although the population of children ages 17 and under increased by about 19 percent. During the ten-
year period, the number of child prostitution and commercialized vice arrests varied greatly, from 25 
in 2007 to 143 in 2004,5 for an average of 71.9 arrests per year. (See fi gure on page 2.) Of the 719 
arrests, 84.1 percent were of females and 15.9 percent were of males. (See table on page 3.) The 
majority of the arrests, 55.6 percent, were of 17-year-olds.   

The UCR data for 2012 and earlier do not identify who was the arrestee in the prostitution and 
commercialized vice arrests.6 It could have been the prostitute, the traffi cker (pimp), or the customer 
(john). However, the 2013 data will include the number of arrests by type of arrestee.7   
  
John L. Smith, a columnist for the Las Vegas Review-Journal, has written about child prostitution in Las 
Vegas. In his columns, he reported that Las Vegas Metro police picked up 2,229 minor sex traffi cking 
victims from 1994 to 2012.8  The mean age of the victims was 16,9 and 68 percent were recruited from 
Nevada.10 The latter statistic is an eye-opener. 

Note:  According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), prostitution and commercialized vice is defi ned as “The unlawful promotion 
of or participation in sexual activities for profi t, including attempts. To solicit customers or transport persons for prostitution purposes; to 
own, manage, or operate a dwelling or other establishment for the purpose of providing a place where prostitution is performed; or to 
otherwise assist or promote prostitution.”11
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Child Prostitution and Commercialized Vice Arrests Ages 17 & under, Nevada 2003-2012

Source: Nevada Department of Public Safety, Crime in Nevada, 2003-
2012 reports, online at: http://nvrepository.state.nv.us/.
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9 & under 10-12 13-14 15 16 17 Total
2003
Male 0 0 0 1 2 5 8
Female 0 1 10 9 20 55 95
2004
Male 0 0 3 10 10 24 47
Female 0 0 6 12 25 53 96
2005
Male 0 0 0 0 2 13 15
Female 0 0 0 5 18 44 67
2006
Male 0 0 0 4 0 9 13
Female 0 1 3 3 8 21 36
2007
Male 0 0 0 0 1 6 7
Female 0 0 0 5 2 11 18
2008
Male 0 1 0 2 2 3 8
Female 0 0 7 6 16 26 55
2009
Male 0 1 1 0 1 2 5
Female 0 0 3 17 13 38 71
2010
Male 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Female 0 0 3 9 15 24 51
2011
Male 0 0 0 0 0 3 3
Female 0 1 4 12 14 36 67
2012
Male 0 0 1 1 2 3 7
Female 0 0 3 11 12 23 49

TOTAL 0 5 44 107 163 400 719

Number of Prostitution and Commercialized Vice Arrests of Children Ages 17 and under: 2003-2012

Note: “The criminal statistics  . . .  . are only those criminal statistics reported to the Uniform Crime Reporting Program by 
the particiipating law enforcement agencies.”
Source: Nevada Department of Public Safety, Crime in Nevada, 2003-2012 reports, online at: http://nvrepository.state.
nv.us/. 
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