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                                             is an entertaining anecdotal 
treatment of the city’s remarkably colorful history. From 
its beginnings in the 1850s as a rough frontier settlement 
beside the Truckee River to its current status as one of the 
nation’s fastest growing and most livable cities, Reno has 
hosted a parade of larger-than-life characters and fostered the 
creation of Nevada’s world-famed gaming industry and an 
international reputation as “the divorce capital of the world.” 
Here are the miners and silver kings of the Comstock; the 
gamblers, casino builders, and entertainers who made Reno 
a national fun destination in the mid-twentieth century; 
the celebrities who came for divorces; and the politicians 
who led the city, the state, and even the nation. Here too are 
the businessmen and civic leaders who helped make Reno 
an attraction that lures millions of visitors each year to its 
flamboyant heart and the scenic wonders of its environs. 
Wonderfully illustrated with dozens of photographs, A Short 
History of Reno is as vibrant and engaging as the city it 
describes.

Michael J. Makley internationally distin guished 
journalists, collaborated on six books, including A Short 
History of Las Vegas. Barbara Land has written six more 
books, in addition to articles and newspaper columns for 
the New York Times, Miami Herald, and Reno Gazette-
Journal. Myrick Land, who died in 1998, was an editor at 
Look ma=gazine, a mystery writer, and professor emeritus of 
journalism at the University of Nevada, Reno. Both Barbara 
and Myrick Land were inducted into the Nevada Writers Hall 
of Fame in 1996.
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A Short History of Lake Tahoe
 “A Short History of Reno is the 

liveliest history of ‘The Biggest 
Little City in the World’ you’re 
likely ever to read. It reads for 
me like a novel I cannot put 
down from first to last page. 
I did not realize how rich my 
own Reno was until I read this 
book.”            —Robert Laxalt

 “Barbara and Myrick Land 
introduce us to a parade of 
colorful rascals, scoundrels, 
and scalawags—pioneers, 
dreamers, and visionaries,  
most of whom fit into several 
of these categories simultane-
ously. Was it these one-of-a-
kind people who gave Reno its 
unique personality among 
American towns? To those of  
us who know and love ‘The 
Biggest Little City,’ the book is 
not only pure pleasure to read, 
it has the ring of truth.” 

               —Tad Dunbar,     
         News Anchor, KOLO-TV

 Lake Tahoe
A  S H O R T  H I S T O R Y  O F

Michael J. Makley
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The Bodie Mining District was established in 1860 after the discovery of  gold 

deposits in the area. The boom ended just twenty years later, and the town 

began its long, slow decline, surviving into the twentieth century as a village 

supported by a few small but steady mines. Mining ended with World War II, 

and what remained of  the town became a state park in 1964.

 In Bodie’s Gold, author Marguerite Sprague uses a wide range of  original 

sources to recount Bodie’s colorful history: its mines and miners; demimonde 

of  saloons and brothels; schools, churches, and other institutions of  settled life; 

residents of  many origins, including Native Americans and Chinese; women in 

the town’s social life and economy; and the pattern of  its decline. The story is 

lavishly illustrated with period photographs and enlivened with the reminis-

cences of  former residents and extracts from newspapers of  the period. Bodie’s 

Gold is a vivid account of  the life that once throbbed behind the now-closed 

doors and empty streets of  California’s official Gold Rush ghost town. 

A visit to photograph a familial homestead in Bodie sparked this project for 

author Marguerite Sprague. A native Californian, Sprague worked 

as a technical and marketing writer after graduating from the University of  

California at Santa Cruz. She currently lives in Northern California.
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“Mike Makley proves it is possible to present history in a way that’s inter-
esting, concise, and readable. He is a thorough researcher who clearly 
knows his stuff when it comes to Lake Tahoe and writes about it with 
a strong, clear voice. This book belongs on the shelf of anyone who has 
ever visited, lived at, or read about Lake Tahoe—and wanted to know 
more about its history and development.”                    —Richard Moreno, 

author of A Short History of Carson City

“I am spellbound by the indigenous people, lumberjacks, rusticators, 
bureaucrats, and conservationists all colliding at the intersection of Mike 
Makley’s story of Lake Tahoe.” —Bill Watson, manager and curator

 of the Thunderbird Lodge Preservation Society

Lake Tahoe is one of the scenic wonders of the American West, a sap-
       phire jewel that attracts millions of visitors each year. But the lake 

drew Native Americans to its summer shores for millennia, as well as 
more recent fortune hunters, scientists, and others.

A Short History of Lake Tahoe recounts the long, fascinating history 
of Lake Tahoe. Author Michael J. Makley examines the geology and 
natural history of the lake and introduces the people who shaped its his-
tory, including the Washoe Indians and such colorful characters as Mark 
Twain and legendary teamster Hank Monk, and later figures like enter-
tainer Frank Sinatra and Olympic skier Julia Mancuso. He also covers 
the development of the lake’s surrounding valley, including the impacts 
of mining, logging, and tourism, and the economic, political, and social 
controversies regarding the use and misuse of the lake’s resources. 

Generously illustrated with historic photographs, this book is an 
engaging introduction to one of the most magnificent sites in the world. 
It also illuminates the challenges of protecting natural beauty and a frag-
ile environment while preserving public access and a viable economy in 
the surrounding communities.   

michael j.  makley  is the author of several studies of Nevada his-
tory, including The Infamous King of the Comstock: William Sharon and 
the Gilded Age in the West and John Mackay: Silver King in the Gilded 
Age, and coauthor of Cave Rock: Climbers, Courts, and a Washoe Indian 
Sacred Place, all from the University of Nevada Press. He lives in the 
eastern Sierra Nevada.

An entertaining 
history of one of 
the West’s most 
beautiful places

A Short History of Lake Tahoe
michael j. makley

-

                                             is an entertaining anecdotal 
treatment of the city’s remarkably colorful history. From 
its beginnings in the 1850s as a rough frontier settlement 
beside the Truckee River to its current status as one of the 
nation’s fastest growing and most livable cities, Reno has 
hosted a parade of larger-than-life characters and fostered the 
creation of Nevada’s world-famed gaming industry and an 
international reputation as “the divorce capital of the world.” 
Here are the miners and silver kings of the Comstock; the 
gamblers, casino builders, and entertainers who made Reno 
a national fun destination in the mid-twentieth century; 
the celebrities who came for divorces; and the politicians 
who led the city, the state, and even the nation. Here too are 
the businessmen and civic leaders who helped make Reno 
an attraction that lures millions of visitors each year to its 
flamboyant heart and the scenic wonders of its environs. 
Wonderfully illustrated with dozens of photographs, A Short 
History of Reno is as vibrant and engaging as the city it 
describes.

Michael J. Makley internationally distin guished 
journalists, collaborated on six books, including A Short 
History of Las Vegas. Barbara Land has written six more 
books, in addition to articles and newspaper columns for 
the New York Times, Miami Herald, and Reno Gazette-
Journal. Myrick Land, who died in 1998, was an editor at 
Look ma=gazine, a mystery writer, and professor emeritus of 
journalism at the University of Nevada, Reno. Both Barbara 
and Myrick Land were inducted into the Nevada Writers Hall 
of Fame in 1996.
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A Short History of Lake Tahoe
 “A Short History of Reno is the 

liveliest history of ‘The Biggest 
Little City in the World’ you’re 
likely ever to read. It reads for 
me like a novel I cannot put 
down from first to last page. 
I did not realize how rich my 
own Reno was until I read this 
book.”            —Robert Laxalt

 “Barbara and Myrick Land 
introduce us to a parade of 
colorful rascals, scoundrels, 
and scalawags—pioneers, 
dreamers, and visionaries,  
most of whom fit into several 
of these categories simultane-
ously. Was it these one-of-a-
kind people who gave Reno its 
unique personality among 
American towns? To those of  
us who know and love ‘The 
Biggest Little City,’ the book is 
not only pure pleasure to read, 
it has the ring of truth.” 

               —Tad Dunbar,     
         News Anchor, KOLO-TV

 Lake Tahoe
A  S H O R T  H I S T O R Y  O F

Michael J. Makley

of related interest

A Short History of Reno

Barbara Land and Myrick Land

paper | 978-0-87417-262-1 | $16.95

A Short History of Las Vegas

Second Edition

Barbara Land and Myrick Land

paper | 978-0-87417-564-6 | $17.95

A Short History of Carson City

Richard Moreno

paper | 978-0-87417-836-4 | $21.95
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192 pages | 6 x 8.5   

paper | 978-0-87417-857-9 | $22.00

West Word Fiction

“I found this novel moving and original, filled with characters I cared 
about deeply. I also admired the author’s treatment of small-town life. 
Southwest Montana comes alive on the page, filled with quirky shops and 
regional vacation destinations and a local newspaper that takes itself far 
too seriously. But Troy doesn’t treat this subject matter as either precious 
or sentimental. It’s just a place to live, and the characters who have lived 
here for many years know how it works.”               —Pamela Johnston, 

author of Little Lost River

“Liberty Lanes is a wonderfully calm and large-hearted examination of the 
ways that ordinary people meet the demands of age and infirmity with 
surpassing grace. Eloquent and insightful and true.”

—Deirdre McNamer, author of Red Rover

“The quality of Robin Troy’s writing is very strong—direct, unpretentious, 
and insightful. I read the book with delight.”          —Mary Clearman Blew,

 author of Jackalope Dreams

“Liberty Lanes is a transcendent story about the power of love and friend-
ship. You’re never too old to discover the wonders of love. A tender and 
moving tale, a joy to read.” —Debra Magpie Earling, author of Perma Red

Liberty Lanes is a bowling alley in a small Montana town where a senior
       bowling league meets three times a week. Nelson Moore, one of 

the bowlers, has recently become a local hero by saving a teammate from 
choking on a happy hour chicken bone. Now he must deal with his new-
found fame while coping with the early stages of dementia. 

This is an engaging and often moving novel about a group of senior 
citizens bound together by old friendships and romances, and by their 
determination to live life to its fullest. Senescence is not for sissies, but 
these characters show us that it is still a time to love, dream, and explore 
their own potential. 

robin troy is associate professor of English and director of the mfa 
Program in Creative Writing at Southern Connecticut State University. 
She has an mfa from the University of Montana and is the author of 
another novel, Floating.

Liberty Lanes
robin troy 

A powerful novel  
about aging and the 
enduring strength of 
friendship and love

liberty lanes
a novel

robin troy

of related interest

Call It a Gift

Valerie Hobbs

paper | 978-0-87417-612-4 | $18.00
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The Urban West Series

The visions that 
shaped development in 
the twentieth-century 

West

City Dreams, Country Schemes
Community and Identity in the American West

Edited by kathleen a. brosnan and amy l. scott 

u r b a n  h i s t o r y  /  w e s t e r n  h i s t o r y 

Edited by 

Kathleen A. Brosnan 
and Amy L. Scott

City Dreams 
Country Schemes
Community and Identity in the American West

“These essays have much to teach us about some of the dramatic changes 
that have transformed the American West over the past decades.”

—Char Miller, editor of Cities and Nature in the American West

The American West, from the beginning of Euro-American settle-
ment, has been shaped by diverse ideas about how to utilize physical 

space and natural environments to create cohesive, sometimes exclusive 
community identities. When westerners developed their towns, they 
constructed spaces and cultural identities that reflected alternative 
understandings of modern urbanity. The essays in City Dreams, Country 
Schemes utilize an interdisciplinary approach to explore the ways that 
westerners conceptualized, built, and inhabited urban, suburban, and 
exurban spaces in the twentieth century. 

The contributors examine such topics as the attractions of open space 
and rural gentrification in shaping urban development; the role of tour-
ism in developing national parks, historical sites, and California’s Napa 
Valley; and the roles of public art, gender, and ethnicity in shaping urban 
centers. City Dreams, Country Schemes reveals the values and expecta-
tions that have shaped the West and the lives of the people who inhabit it.

kathleen a. brosnan is associate professor of history and associate 
director of the Center for Public History at the University of Houston.

amy l. scott is assistant professor of history at Bradley University.

C O N T R I B U T O R S

kent blansett 

peter boag

nan alamilla boyd 

lincoln bramwell 

connie y. chiang 

john m. findlay 

rina ghose 

stephanie kolberg 

judy mattivi morley 

susan s. rugh 

jeffrey c. sanders 

of related interest

Cities and Nature in 

the American West

Edited by Char Miller

paper | 978-0-87417-824-1 | $34.95s
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“Friendly Fallout 1953 expertly and eloquently recounts the drama of 
atomic weapons testing in Nevada through the voices of colorful char-
acters who seemingly have little in common beyond their unfortunate 
location in time and space. As the chronicle unfolds, the author deftly 
weaves their stories into a patchwork of doom that captures our imagina-
tion, pulls at our heartstrings, and not so subtly warns us of the damage 
that can be wrought by those charged with our protection.”

—A. Costandina Titus, author of 
Bombs in the Backyard: Atomic Testing and American Politics

“Ann Ronald has done a superb job of bringing to life the drama and stark 
reality of the atomic era.”                    —Sally Denton, author of The Money

 and the Power: The Making of Las Vegas and  
Its Hold on America, 1947–2000

“Ann Ronald compellingly evokes the test explosions in all their terrifying 
magnificence and explores the diverse and sometimes conflicting emo-
tions of a generation that saw atomic energy as its best protection against 
the horrors of another world war.”               —Nevada Magazine

“This innovative book illuminates Ann Ronald’s importance as an out-
standing writer about the American West and the American environment.”
 —Frank Bergon, author of 

The Temptations of St. Ed and Brother S.

Friendly Fallout 1953 is a hybrid work of literature that combines the 
actual history of aboveground atomic testing in the Nevada desert 

in 1953 with fictional vignettes that explore the impact of the tests on the 
people who participated in them and on civilian “downwinders.” The 
book brings to life a turbulent era when Cold War fears, patriotic enthu-
siasm, scientific progress, and unacknowledged political agendas often 
collided with the welfare of ordinary citizens and the environment.

ann ronald is Foundation Professor of English Emerita at the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno. She is the author of numerous books and essays, 
including Reader of the Purple Sage: Essays on Western Writers and Envi-
ronmental Literature (University of Nevada Press).

    l i t e r a t u r e  /  e n v i r o n m m e n t a l  s t u d i e s  /  n e v a d a

A dramatic account 
of the era of atomic 

testing

n e w  i n  p a p e r b a c k

Friendly Fallout 1953
ann ronald
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The Basque Series

“Back to Bizkaia is a heartwarming nonfiction account of a Basque 
American who secretly takes his seventy-eight-year-old father back to 
Spain to visit his native Basque Country. The narrative is well paced, and 
the alternating chapters between past and present create a firm, pleas-
ing structure. All the memories of the father and the son are vivid and 
engaging. Most winning, however, is the fully realized portrait of the 
father himself, Joe Juaristi, a charming stoic.”    —Frank Bergon, 

author of The Temptations of St. Ed and Brother S.

“A sweet story of the author’s filial devotion to his father, Joe Juaristi, a 
Basque immigrant who worked for a number of years as a sheepherder 
and later bought the famous Star Hotel in Elko, Nevada. Juaristi weaves 
a simple chronicle of his father’s trip back to the Old Country into an 
engaging father-and-son story.”      —Joxe Mallea-Olaetxe, author of 

Speaking Through the Aspens: Basque Tree Carvings 
in California and Nevada

Nevada sheep rancher Joe Juaristi spoke for years about making a trip 
   back to the Spanish Basque Country that he left sixty years earlier, 

but each time the subject came up the discussion evolved into a family 
debate about the scope and members of the journey. Finally Joe’s son, 
Vince, secretly resolved to organize the trip that his father wanted and 
needed—the two of them, traveling alone, making a quiet reunion with 
Joe’s twin sister, who suffers from Alzheimer’s, visiting other aging sib-
lings and friends, and recounting the places that formed Joe’s memories 
of his youth.

Back to Bizkaia is part travel book, part memoir of two men explor-
ing their mutual roots and their unique father-son bond. The narrative 
intertwines an engaging account of the contemporary Basque Country 
with Joe’s experiences as an immigrant making his way in a new country 
and Vince’s memories of growing up in a close Basque-American com-
munity in the American West. This is a book about Basques and their 
American families, but on another level it is every immigrant’s story of 
return to a beloved homeland.

vince j.  juaristi,  a native of Elko, Nevada, is president and CEO of 
a management consulting company in Alexandria, Virginia. This is his 
first book.

The moving story 
of an immigrant’s 

return to his 
homeland

Back to Bizkaia
A Basque-American Memoir

vince j. juaristi

m e m o i r  /  b a s q u e  s t u d i e s 

Vince J. Juaristi

  Back to

 Bizkaiao
a  b a s q u e - a m e r i c a n  m e m o i r
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Western Literature Series

“This book provides the most fascinating and detailed background to date 
on the Greys’ productive and unconventional relationship. In addition 
to presenting an intimate close-up of the two protagonists, some of the 
letters are valuable records of the early-twentieth-century publishing and 
film industries.”               —David Fenimore, University of Nevada, Reno

“Candace Kant has supplemented the selection of letters with passages 
from the diaries of both partners; her editorial commentary provides 
coherence and social context to her portrait of a very odd marriage. . . . 
Kant’s assemblage is a more penetrating analysis of the man behind the 
public persona and especially of the woman who helped to prop up both 
man and reputation.”   —Southwestern American Literature

“Candace Kant’s book is an eye-opener, a microscope into the souls of 
two fascinating individuals and their complicated relationship. Dolly and 
Zane Grey is hard to put down.”   —Wild West History Association Journal

Popular western writer Zane Grey was a literary celebrity during his
   lifetime and the center of a huge enterprise based on his writing, 

which included books, magazine serials, film and stage versions of his 
stories, even comic strips. His wife, Dolly, closely guided Grey’s career 
almost from its beginning, editing and sometimes revising his work, 
negotiating with publishers and movie studios, and skillfully managing 
the considerable fortune derived from these activities. 

Dolly maintained the façade of a conventional married life that was 
essential to Grey’s public image and the traditional middle-class val-
ues his work reflected. This façade was constantly threatened by Grey’s 
numerous affairs with other women. The stress of hiding these dalliances 
placed a huge strain on their relationship, and much of Zane and Dolly’s 
union was sustained largely by correspondence. Their letters—thousands 
of them—reveal the true nature of this complex partnership. As edited 
by Candace Kant, the letters offer an engrossing portrait of an extremely 
unorthodox marriage and its times.

candace c. kant is professor emerita of history at the College of 
Southern Nevada.

The story of a 
strikingly unconven-

tional marriage

n e w  i n  p a p e r b a c k

Dolly and Zane Grey
Letters from a Marriage

Edited and with commentary by candace c. kant

D
olly &

 Zane Grey
K

A
N

T

Dolly & Zane Grey

CANDACE C.  KANT
NEVADA

LETTERS FROM A MARRIAGE

Edited and with commentar y by

Biography/Western Literature

Praise for Dolly and Zane Gray

This book provides the most fascinating and detailed background to date on the Greys’

productive and unconventional relationship. In addition to presenting an intimate

close-up of the two protagonists, some of the letters are valuable records of the early

twentieth-century publishing and film industries. Since so much of the correspondence

remains in private hands, this book will serve as a useful primary reference for writers

other than those directly interested in Grey and his work, in related fields such as 

popular western literature, film history–even women’s studies and the history of 

deep-sea sport fishing.

david fenimore , University of Nevada, Reno

University of Nevada Press

Dolly, despite her husband’s enormous celebrity, has

remained largely unknown outside her own family. Her 

letters reveal her gradual evolution from devoted but

aggrieved wife to the remarkably successful manager 

and astute businesswoman she ultimately became. They

also offer insight into the Greys’ troubled yet mutually

dependent relationship, and the reasons Dolly tolerated 

her husband’s irresponsible and sometimes cruel behavior. 

Dolly and Zane Grey: Letters from a Marriage tells the story 

of an unorthodox couple and the complex partnership

between a hugely successful writer and the woman who

managed his career and relentlessly protected him from

the worst consequences of his impetuous, self-absorbed

nature.

candace c. kant is a professor of history at the College

of Southern Nevada. She has spent much of her professional

life researching, writing, and speaking on Zane Grey, and 

is the author of Zane Grey’s Arizona. 

Jacket illustration: Dolly and Zane at Lackawaxen, 
ca. 1906. Courtesy of Loren Grey
Jacket design: David Drummond

Popular western writer Zane Grey was a literary celebrity
during his lifetime and the center of a huge enterprise
based on his writing, which included books, magazine
serials, film and stage versions of his stories, children’s
books, and even comic strips. But he did not create this
enterprise alone. His wife, Dolly, closely guided Grey’s
career almost from its beginning. After editing and
sometimes revising his handwritten manuscripts, she
negotiated with publishers, oversaw contracts, directed
arrangements with movie studios, and skillfully managed
the considerable fortune derived from these activities. 

But perhaps most important of Dolly’s responsibilities was
maintaining the façade of a conventional married

life. Zane Grey’s work was promoted as reflecting
traditional middle-class values, and anything

in his personal life that contradicted 
this image threatened to alienate his
enormous public. And there was
indeed something that endangered
his success–his numerous affairs with
other women, some of them lasting
many years. Dolly knew all about these
dalliances, and although both she and
Zane took great pains to hide them 
the stress on their relationship was
enormous. Much of their married life
was spent apart, and their union was
sustained largely by correspondence. 

Their letters–thousands of them, 
written over a span of thirty-nine years,
from their first meeting in 1900 until
Grey’s death in 1939–reveal the true
nature of their unusual marriage and
complicated personalities. Selected
and edited with a linking narrative 
by Candace Kant, the letters record
Zane’s search for literary subjects and
inspiration, his battles with self-doubt
and depression, and his hunger for
ceaseless travel and the attentions of
other women. 

From Dolly and Zane Grey

Dear Dolly,

You would probably throw a terribly passionate fit if you read this letter

before I go away, but I shall see that you do not. . . . So I am writing to tell

you that I missed you, missed your talk, and your nagging, and your dear

old fat warm self in bed, and your coaxing for kisses, and your worship of

this poor piece of clay. . . .

So I am telling you that I have learned to love you in a different way.

You fill, or about fill my life. . . . But I am concerned about a name, about 

a picture, and those things which before marriage did not bother me. . . . .

Well, then say I love you in my own way. That I delight to tease you, 

torture you, be indifferent to you, keep you always mine, far from other

people, and hurt you terribly. Say that I miss you, that I am lost without 

you, that I rely on you, that I think you ought to watch me flirt with a

woman and laugh, that you must be sweet, clean, good, loving always, that

you are apart from other women because you’re mine, that I made you so,

like the sculptor who made a statue, and when the time came touched it to

life, and gave up himself.

    b i o g r a p h y  /  w e s t e r n  l i t e r a t u r e
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“Bodie’s Gold is lively reading and a vivid account of the life that once 
throbbed behind the now-closed doors and empty streets of California’s 
official Gold Rush ghost town.”     —Placerville Mountain Democrat

“A good, informal social history of Bodie.”          —True West

“Bodie’s Gold is a valuable and informative source, from Marguerite 
Sprague’s preface to her extensive back matter. The book is a must-read 
for anyone who is planning a trip to Bodie or just wants to step back into 
California’s gold rush era.”        —New Mexico Historical Review

“Sprague weaves together the divergent geological, mining, and social 
aspects of Bodie’s story into a well-researched, nicely written, and very 
readable account of a mining camp that became an indelible part of 
California’s colorful gold-mining history.”   —Rock and Gem

The Bodie Mining District was established in 1860 after the discovery 
of gold deposits in the area. Bodie’s largest boom ended just over 

twenty years later, but the town survived into the twentieth century sup-
ported by a few small but steady mines. Mining ended with World War 
II. What remained of the town became a state park in 1964.

In Bodie’s Gold, author Marguerite Sprague uncovers the original 
sources of information whenever possible, from the first mining claims 
to interviews with former Bodieites. Enhanced with numerous historic 
photographs and extracts from newspapers of that period, as well as 
by the reminiscences of former residents, the book offers a fascinating 
account of life in a Gold Rush boomtown. The book is now available in a 
new, easier-to-handle paperback edition that will make it more conve-
nient for readers who want to carry it with them in a car or backpack.

marguerite sprague is executive director of the North Lake Tahoe 
Historical Society.

The colorful story of  
California’s official 

Gold Rush town  
available in an  
accessible new  

format

v

tall  tales & 

true history 

from a 

california  

mining town

,. Bodie’s 
Gold,.

tall  tales & 

true history 

from a 

california  

mining town

m a r g u e r i t e  s p r a g u e

w e s t e r n  h i s t o r y  /  m i n i n g  /  c a l i f o r n i a  h i s t o r y 

n e w  i n  p a p e r b a c k

Bodie’s Gold
Tall Tales and True History from

 a California Mining Town

marguerite sprague
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“This book extends the available research on gambling, and therefore 
makes a significant contribution to the literature. There is no doubt that 
the contributors have done careful and extensive original research.”

—James Smith, author of The Business of Risk: 
Commercial Gambling in Mainstream America

The eight essays in Gambling, Space, and Time use a global and inter-
disciplinary approach to examine two significant areas of gambling 

studies that have not been widely explored—the ever-changing boundar-
ies that divide and organize gambling spaces, and the cultures, percep-
tions, and emotions related to gambling. The contributors represent a 
variety of disciplines: history, geography, sociology, anthropology, politi-
cal science, and law.

The essays consider such topics as the impact of technological ad-
vances on gambling activities, the role of the nation-state in the gambling 
industry, and the ways that cultural and moral values influence the avail-
ability of gambling and the behavior of gamblers. The case studies offer 
rich new insights into a gambling industry that is both a global phenom-
enon and a powerful engine of local change.

pauliina raento is research director at the Finnish Foundation for 
Gaming Research, professor of human geography at the University of 
Helsinki, and associate editor of Political Geography.

david g. schwartz  is director of the Center for Gaming Research at 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. He is also the author of Cutting the 
Wire: Gambling Prohibition and the Internet (University of Nevada Press) 
and several other books about gambling and history.

A perceptive inquiry 
into the international 
business and culture 

of gambling

       Shifting 
Boundaries 
          and 
     Cultures

E D I T E D  B Y

P A U L I I N A  R A E N T O  A N D 

D A V I D  G.  S C H W A R T Z

Gambling, Space,   Time

A
N

D

Gambling, Space, and Time
Shifting Boundaries and Cultures

Edited by pauliina raento and david g. schwartz

    g a m b l i n g  /  g a m i n g  s t u d i e s

C O N T R I B U T O R S

per binde 

larry gragg 

sytze f. kingma 

steven andrew light 

kathryn l. r. rand  

denise von herrmann
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“This book gives good down-to-earth advice on how to grow old in 
Nevada. It is full of empathy and compassion. It assumes that if growing 
old is not for sissies, it is for the well informed.”

—Marjorie A. Slavin, MSW, author of 
What to Do When Your Son or Daughter Divorces

“This book provides an easy-to-read road map for navigating the journey 
and challenges of caregiving. To survive, caregivers need to be assertive 
and informed. This book shows you how. It is a valuable planning tool 
that will inform caregivers about the legal and financial issues as well as 
provide gentle tips for dealing with loved ones with dementia. You have 
found the Holy Grail for overworked, stressed-out caregivers.”

—Jo Voege, MS, founder of Aging, a geriatric care management 
company in New York

“This book is great—very comprehensive and easy to read.”
—Dr. Charles Bernick, Associate Medical Director, 

Cleveland Clinic, Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health

Alzheimer’s and Dementia has established itself as Nevada’s most 
     useful guide for people with Alzheimer’s disease or other demen-

tias and for their families, health care workers, and professional care-
givers. The updated edition includes information about recent changes 
in laws that affect seniors, new research and treatments, and a new guide 
to resources throughout the state that can provide assistance to people 
afflicted with these medical conditions.

kim boyer is a certified elder law attorney and founder of Boyer Law 
Group. She is also a trainer in the University of Nevada School of Medi-
cine’s geriatric education program.

mary shapiro is a gerontologist and counselor who is cofounder of 
Senior Direction, LLC. She is also a trainer for staff at Alzheimer’s care 
facilities and in the University of Nevada School of Medicine’s geriatric 
education program.

An essential guide for 
aging Nevadans and 

their families

a g i n g  /  h e a l t h  /  n e v a d a 

Alzheimer’s 
and 

Dementia

A  P R A C T I C A L 

and L E G A L  G U I D E 

for N E V A D A  C A R E G I V E R S

K I M  B O Y E R ,  J D 
and 

M A R Y  S H A P I R O ,  M S G

U PDAT E D

u p d a t e d

Alzheimer’s and Dementia
A Practical and Legal Guide for Nevada Caregivers

kim boyer and mary shapiro
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AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL HISTORY OF RENO

MARY RINGHOFF AND EDWARD J.  STONER

Cross Over Water
Richard Yañez
paper | 978-0-87417-838-8 | $22.00

The River and the Railroad: 
An Archaeological History of Reno
Mary Ringhoff and Edward J. Stoner
cloth | 978-0-87417-843-2 | $34.95s

Homeless in Las Vegas: 
Stories from the Street
Kurt Borchard
paper | 978-0-87417-837-1 | $24.95

Marching Students: Chicana and 
Chicano Activism in Education, 1968 
to the Present
Edited by Margarita Berta-Ávila, 
Anita Tijerina Revilla, and Julie López 
Figueroa
paper | 978-0-87417-841-8 | $34.95s

The New Politics of Indian Gaming: 
The Rise of Reservation Interest 
Groups
Edited by Kenneth N. Hansen and 
Tracy A. Skopek
cloth | 978-0-87417-842-5 | $49.95s

Dead Neon: Tales of Near-Future 
Las Vegas
Edited by Todd James Pierce and 
Jarret Keene
paper | 978-0-87417-828-9 | $20.00
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A Nevada Memoir
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IN PEACE AND WAR, 1918–1946

R O N A L D  H .  L I M B A U G H

Hal K. Rothman

nevada

the making of modern nevada

Jews in
Nevada
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neva da history

“John P. Marschall offers an outstanding local history of a dynamic Jewish population 
in the West. . . . His is a meticulous research effort, animated by details of Nevada’s 
Jews as well as a sense of how their stories fit into the larger historiographic ques-
tions of both religionists and local historians.”      —American Jewish Archives Journal

“This admirable work of scholarship adds a new dimension to the field of ethnicity in 
Nevada. It is also a major addition to the study of Jews in the West.”

—Western Historical Quarterly

“It is one of the best discussions of any religious or ethnic group’s experience in the 
Silver State, the story of a people whose presence in Nevada exceeded their share of 
the nation’s population both in the Comstock days and in the past several decades.”

—Reno Gazette-Journal

Jews have always been one of Nevada’s most active and influential ethnic minori-
ties. From the beginning they have been involved in every area of the state’s life 

as businessmen, agrarians, scholars, educators, artists, politicians, and civic, profes-
sional, and religious leaders. Jews in Nevada is an engaging, multilayered chronicle 
of their lives and contributions. It includes absorbing accounts of individuals and 
families who helped to settle and develop the state, as well as thoughtful analyses 
of larger issues, such as the reasons Jews came to Nevada in the first place, and how 
they preserved their religious and cultural traditions as a small minority in a sparsely 
populated region.

John P. Marschall is professor emeritus of history at the University of Nevada, 
Reno. He has published widely on the history of religion in the United States.

cover illustrations: Photographs courtesy of Nancy Badt Drake, 
Judith Eaton, Martha Gould, Nevada Historical Society, Northeastern 
Nevada Museum, Irwin Olcott, Sylvia Olcott, Howard Rosenberg,  
Mervin Tarlow, and Edythe Katz Yarchever.

a history Printer trim is key-
lined box (trim size of 
cover with 1 inch white 
border).

Binder will trim cover 
on bound books.
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Cave Rock: Climbers, Courts, and a 
Washoe Indian Sacred Place
Matthew S. Makley and 
Michael J. Makley
paper | 978-0-87417-827-2 | $24.95

Water Politics in Northern Nevada:
A Century of Struggle
Leah J. Wilds
paper | 978-0-87417-830-2 | $21.95

Jews in Nevada: A History
John P. Marschall
paper | 978-0-87417-845-6 | $26.95

The Making of Modern Nevada
Hal K. Rothman
paper | 978-0-87417-826-5 | $21.95

Tungsten in Peace and War, 1918–1946
Ronald H. Limbaugh
cloth | 978-0-87417-820-3 | $44.95s

Lost in Austin: A Nevada Memoir
Jim Andersen
paper | 978-0-87417-787-9 | $21.95

cave rock
CLIMBERS, COURTS, AND A WASHOE INDIAN SACRED PLACE

Matthew S. Makley and Michael J. Makley
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EARNING
POWER
Women and Work in Los Angeles 1880-1930

E I L E E N  V.  W A L L I S

no place like home
Notes from a Western Life

linda m. hasselstrom

Politics, Culture, and Sociability in 
the Basque Nationalist Party
Roland Vazquez
cloth | 978-0-87417-822-7 | $39.95s

Raw Edges: A Memoir
Phyllis Barber
cloth | 978-0-87417-807-4 | $26.95

No Place Like Home: Notes from a 
Western Life
Linda M. Hasselstrom
paper | 978-0-87417-831-9 | $18.95

Going Through Ghosts (a novel)
Mary Sojourner
paper | 978-0-87417-809-8 | $25.00

Earning Power: Women and Work in 
Los Angeles, 1880–1930
Eileen V. Wallis
cloth | 978-0-87417-813-5 | $39.95s

Diasporas in the New Media Age: 
Identity, Politics, and Community
Edited by Andoni Alonso and 
Pedro J. Oiarzabal
paper | 978-0-87417-815-9 | $44.95s
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an encyclopedic history of reno gaming, 1931-1981

DWAYNE KLING
foreword by rollan melton

THE RISE OF THE
BIGGEST LITTLE CITY

Casino Accounting and Financial 
Management, Second Edition
E. Malcolm Greenlees
cloth | 978-0-87417-767-1 | $60.00s

The Hand I Played: A Poker Memoir
David Spanier
paper | 978-0-87417-490-8 | $18.95

The Players: The Men Who 
Made Las Vegas
Edited by Jack Sheehan
paper | 978-0-87417-306-2 | $18.95

The Rise of the Biggest Little City: 
An Encyclopedic History of 
Reno Gaming, 1931–1981
Dwayne Kling
paper | 978-0-87417-829-6 | $29.95

License to Steal: Nevada’s Gaming 
Control System in the Megaresort Age
Jeff Burbank
paper | 978-0-87417-624-7 | $18.95

Dummy Up and Deal: Inside the 
Culture of Casino Dealing
H. Lee Barnes
paper | 978-0-87417-622-3 | $18.95

gambling /  gaming studies
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D E V I L S
W i l l  R e i g n

S a l l y  Z a n j a n i

H O W  N E V A D A  B E G A N

#

in 1864, a mere two decades after
the Frémont party undertook the first Euro-American exploration of the Great
Basin. The intervening years were exceptionally eventful—gold was discovered in
California and silver in the Nevada Territory; the debate over slavery and the
Civil War made the Far West a matter of congressional concern; and the Mormon
establishment in Utah prompted national suspicion of the sect’s ambitions for an
inland empire. In this turbulent climate, the remote, sparsely populated region
on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada acquired remarkable importance. Dev-
ils Will Reign recounts the momentous early history of Nevada before statehood,
weaving the exciting saga of this rowdy frontier and its colorful characters into
the larger story of national and regional events.  

S a l l y  Z a n j a n i is a member of the Department of Political Science at the
University of Nevada, Reno. She is a former president of the Mining History As-
sociation and the author of eight other books on the history of Nevada and the
West, including The Glory Days of Goldfield, Nevada (University of Nevada
Press) and a biography of Sarah Winnemucca.

“In her latest book, Zanjani . . . displays her extensive knowledge of the region and
exceptional gifts as a writer that make her work a pleasure to read. To this she im-
parts an intuitive understanding of the colorful characters, Mormons and miners
alike, who lived in western Nevada before it became a territory. . . . This new book
from the University of Nevada Press is informed and interesting, splendidly writ-
ten and enjoyable to read.”  —David L. Bigler, Utah Historical Quarterly

“Nevada’s is perhaps the most distinctive frontier story in the American West.
Sally Zanjani writes a colorful account of Nevada’s gaining of territorial status in
the period leading up to and including the Civil War. . . . She emphasizes the role
of individual adventurers, miners, political opportunists, Indians, and a host of
unique characters who fought against Mormon dominance even as they rejected
how ‘tame’ the California frontier had quickly become. . . . The tension between
the desire for individual freedom and the need for societal structure is evident
throughout this book that, although well documented, contains all the elements
of great legend and myth.”  —James M. Cook, Journal of the West

n e va d a  h i s t o r y
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5 1 8 9 5Cover art: Detail from Crossing of Carson River, J.J. Young,

1859, National Archives, College Park, MD (Cartographic
Record, rg 77, cwmf, misc. 120-6)
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Nevada’s Heritage Reinterpreted 

THE SILVER STATE
Third Edition
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Nevada has changed dramatically over the past quarter century, and in this third 

edi tion of The Silver State, renowned historian James W. Hulse recounts the major 

events—historical, political, and social—that have shaped our state. Hulse’s cohesive 

and readable approach off ers students and general readers an accessible account of 

Ne va da’s colorful history.

 The new edition highlights the social and political changes that have occurred since 

the original publication of The Silver State in 1991. Hulse discusses the impact of a 

grow ing population; changes in the economy and educational system; the expanding 

roles of women; recent developments in state politics, including the 2003 legislative 

session; the infl uence of Nevada’s growing ethnic population and increasingly diver-

gent demographic groups; and the impact of federal policies, including President 

George W. Bush’s 2002 decision to authorize the opening of a nuclear-waste depos-

itory at Yucca Mountain. In addition, all the recommended reading lists have been 

updated.

 The Silver State explores many dimensions of the Nevada experience and its 

peo ples—from the prehistoric Anasazi Indians to the creators of extravagant casinos 

on the Las Vegas Strip; from dust-stained Comstock miners to the state’s contem-

porary and very cosmopolitan Sunbelt population. This book will inspire read ers to 

take an oth er look at the rich cultural heritage and eventful history of Ne va da, the

Silver State.

A native of Pioche, Nevada, james w. hulse  is professor emeritus of history at the 

University of Nevada, Reno. He is the author of ten books, including Forty Years in the 

Wilderness: Impressions of Nevada, 1940–1980 and The Nevada Adventure: A History, 

both published by the University of Nevada Press.
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Praise for Fifty Miles from Home

“This fi ne collaboration between 

Carolyn Dufurrena and mother-

in-law Linda Dufurrena provides 

an insightful and personal look at 

ranch life in northern Nevada.”

—Western Horseman

“This well-made and heartfelt book 

is at once a primer in high desert 

ranching, a salute to the stark beauty 

of this empty country and the people 

who work it, and—alas—an elegy to a 

culture that is disappearing.” 

—Journal of the West

“Readers of Fifty Miles will likely be 

seduced by Carolyn’s writings and 

equally, or even more, by Linda’s 

exquisite and creative photography. 

Those images capture a sense of the 

emotions created by the combina-

tion of varying impacts of light, the 

region’s raggedly assertive landscape, 

and the people who live in union with 

that land.”

—Klamath Falls Herald and News (Oregon)

linda dufurrena  is a widely exhibited 

and published Nevada photographer who 

specializes in depictions of rural Nevada 

scenery and traditional ranch life. Fifty 

Miles from Home won the Donald Kerr 

Award from the High Desert Museum 

in Bend, Oregon, in 2005.

photography

The photographs and text of Fifty Miles from Home record the rhythms of life on the Dufurrena family 

ranch in the Quinn River Valley and the rugged, heartbreakingly beautiful landscape of northern 

Nevada. The book reveals the loyalty and pride of ranchers clinging to their beleaguered lifestyle, 

the joys of several generations of a family sharing work and play, and the dignity of hard work done 

well. It also unveils the unexpected wonders of the Great Basin’s natural world and wide vistas.

carolyn dufurrena  is a writer and 

educator who has published essays, 

magazine articles, and poetry, and has 

coauthored a book on ranch life and 

regional topics. She received the Nevada 

Writers Hall of Fame Silver Pen Award 

in 2002.
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   R E G I O N A L  H I S T O R Y

Nevada’s	colorful	and	eventful	history	is	amply	reflected	in	the	

rich	diversity	of	its	place	names.	Names	like	Bloody	Run,	Dead	

Peak,	Burning	Moscow,	Skeleton	Hills,	and	Physic	Spring	pique	

the	imagination	of	the	casual	traveler	and	inspire	the	curiosity	of	the		

history	buff.	Who	created	these	names,	and	what	events	inspired	them?

Author	and	researcher	Helen	Carlson	spent	fourteen	years	in	her	search	

for	the	origins	of	Nevada’s	place	names,	relying	on	the	maps	of	explorers,	

miners,	government	accounts,	archival	documents,	county	records,	and	

newspaper	files.	The	result	of	her	labor	is	Nevada Place Names,	a	fascinat-

ing	mixture	of	history	spiced	with	folklore,	legend,	and	obscure	facts.

The	sources	of	Nevada’s	place	names	are	many.	From	the	native	Indians	

came	such	names	as	Winnemucca,	to	honor	a	famous	Paiute	chief,	and	

Jarbidge,	after	a	mythical	devil-giant	who	roamed	the	canyons	and	preyed	

upon	Indians.	The	mountain	men,	trappers,	and	explorers	left	such	names	

as	the	Carson	River,	after	Kit	Carson,	and	Las	Vegas,	for	its	fertile	plains.	

From	Mormon	colonists	and	early	emigrants	to	railroaders	and	prospec-

tors,	all	left	their	trace	in	Nevada’s	names.

Nevada Place Names	is	an	invaluable	reference	tool	for	anyone	inter-

ested	in	the	state	and	its	past;	it	also	offers	engrossing	reading	for	any-

one	curious	about	the	name	at	the	side	of	the	road	and	the	people	who	

lived	and	worked	there.
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Third Edition
Michael W. Bowers
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Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology and 
History in Virginia City
Kelly J. Dixon
paper | 978-0-87417-703-9 | $21.95x
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Mike White
paper | 978-0-87417-629-2 | $18.95
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paper | 978-0-87417-759-6 | $29.95

MICHAEL W. BOWERS

THE SAGEBRUSH STATE
Nevada’s History, Government, and Politics   Third Edition

nevada



18 university of  nevada press

Raceand 
HOmicide 

I N  N I N E T E E N T H - C E N T U R Y  C A L I F O R N I A

clare v. mckanna, jr. 
DDDDDDDDDDD

R
a

c
e

 a
n

d
 H

O
m

ic
id

e
 

in
 n

in
e

t
e

e
n

t
h

-c
e

n
t

u
r

y
 c

a
l

if
o

r
n

ia
 

MCKANNA

NEVADA

Spanish-Mexican 
Women and Interethnic 
Marriage in California, 

1820–1880

Married 

of the

to a 
Daughter 

L and

maría raquél casas

Railroads of Nevada  
and  

Eastern California

Railroads of Nevada  
and  

Eastern California
volume iii: more on the northern roads

David F. Myrick

Class and Gender Politics in 
Progressive-Era Seattle
John C. Putman
cloth | 978-0-87417-736-7 | $39.95s

Railroads of Nevada and Eastern 
California, Volume III: More on the 
Northern Roads
David F. Myrick
cloth | 978-0-87417-701-5 | $75.00

Married to a Daughter of the Land: 
Spanish-Mexican Women and 
Interethnic Marriage in California, 
1820–1880
María Raquél Casas
cloth | 978-0-87417-697-1 | $34.95s
paper | 978-0-87417-778-7 | $24.95x

The Infamous King of the Comstock: 
William Sharon and the Gilded Age in 
the West
Michael J. Makley
cloth | 978-0-87417-630-8 | $34.95s
paper | 978-0-87417-779-4 | $24.95

The American West:
The Invention of a Myth
David Hamilton Murdoch
paper | 978-0-87417-369-7 | $19.95x

Race and Homicide in 
Nineteenth-Century California
Clare V. McKanna, Jr.
cloth | 978-0-87417-515-8 | $29.95
paper | 978-0-87417-728-2 | $17.95x

Class and Gender Politics
in Progressive Era Seattle John C. Putman
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FRÉMONT
Explorer for a Restless Nation

Ferol Egan
0–87417–096–6, paper

THE MAVERICK SPIRIT
Building the New Nevada
Richard Davies, Editor
0–87417–327–2, paper

THE PLAYERS
The Men Who Made Las Vegas

Jack Sheehan, Editor
0–87417–306–X, paper

TAHOE HERITAGE
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Sessions S. Wheeler with William W. Bliss
0–87417–299–3, paper

irrigation, indian allotment,

  and settlement along  
the lower colorado river

THE YUMA

RECLAMATION
PROJECT

RObERT A. sAudER

Praise for The Yuma Reclamation Project

“This book is a welcome addition to historical geographical study 
of reclamation policy in the American West.”

— Steven E. Silvern, Salem State College

“This book makes an immensely significant contribution to (1) our 
understanding of federal irrigation in the West; (2) how the story of 
irrigation unfolded in a little-studied region of great importance; and 
(3) how the narrative of federal irrigation became inextricably inter-
twined with the story of Native American settlement in the West. 
The author has sifted through an enormous amount of primary data 
to tell his story, and it is a story that has never been told before. A 
highly original, engagingly written, thoroughly researched study!”

—William Wyckoff, Montana State University

I n the arid American West, settle-
ment was generally contingent on 
the availability of water to irrigate 
crops and maintain livestock and 

human residents. Early irrigation projects 
were usually the cooperative efforts of 
pioneer farmers, but by the early twenti-
eth century they largely reflected federal 
intentions to create new farms out of the 
western public domain. The Yuma Rec-
lamation Project, authorized in 1904, was 
one of the earliest federal irrigation proj-
ects initiated in the western United States 
and the first authorized on the Colorado 
River. Its story exemplifies the range of 
difficulties associated with settling the 
nation’s final frontier — the arid West, 
including Indian lands — and illuminates 
some of the current issues and conflicts 
concerning the Colorado River.
 Robert Sauder’s detailed, meticulously 
researched examination of the Yuma 
Project illustrates the complex multiplic-
ity of problems and challenges associated 
with the federal government’s attempt to 
facilitate homesteading in the arid West. 
He examines the history of settlement 
along the lower Colorado River from ear-
liest times, including the farming of the 
local Quechan people and the impact of 
Spanish colonization, and he reviews the 
engineering problems that had to be re-
solved before an industrial irrigation pro-
gram could be accomplished. The study 
also sheds light on myriad unanticipated 
environmental, economic, and social 
challenges that the government had to 
confront in bringing arid lands under irri-
gation, including the impact on the Native 
American population of the region.

 The Yuma Reclamation Project is an 
original and significant contribution to 
our understanding of federal reclamation 
endeavors in the West. It provides new and 
fascinating information about the history 
of the Yuma region and, as a case study 
of irrigation policy, it offers compelling 
insights into the history and consequences 
of water manipulation in the arid West.

Robert A. Sauder is professor emeritus 
of geography at the University of New 
Orleans. He is also the author of The Lost 
Frontier: Water Diversion in the Growth 
and Destruction of Owens Valley Agricul-
ture and others.
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Jacket illustration: Yuma Reclamation Project.  
(Map by Jeanie Taliancich)

Jacket design: April Leidig-Higgins, Copperline 
Book Services 
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Steven M. Avella
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Michael J. Makley
cloth | 978-0-87417-770-1 | $34.95s

The Opium Debate and Chinese 
Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-
Century American West
Diana L. Ahmad
paper | 978-0-87417-844-9 | $21.95s

The Yuma Reclamation Project: 
Irrigation, Indian Allotment, and 
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Robert A. Sauder
cloth | 978-0-87417-783-1 | $44.95s
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paper | 978-0-87417-662-9 | $24.95x
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The Opium Debate

these people’s lives, as well as the role that 
opium came to play in the Anglo-American 
community, particularly among middle-class 
and elite women. The book offers a brilliant 
new dimension to our understanding of 
the evolution of the Chinese Exclusion Act 
of 882, plus important insights into the 
medical and social history of the nineteenth-
century West, the culture of American 
Victorianism, and the rhetoric of racism in 
American politics.

Diana L. Ahmad is an associate professor of 
history at the University of Missouri-Rolla.

jacket illustrations:  

Top: Virginia City, Union Brewery Saloon, Ritter Bldg. 
Photo No. st-36, reproduced by permission of the Nevada 
Historical Society.

Bottom: Virginia City, c. 877, from Mt. Davidson.  
Photo No. st-665, reproduced by permission of the Nevada 
Historical Society.

AMERICA’S  current war against drugs 
is not the nation’s first. In the mid-nineteenth 
century, opium-smoking was decried as a 
major social and public health problem, 
especially in the West. Although China faced 
its own epidemic of opium addiction, only a 
very small minority of Chinese immigrants 
in America were actually involved in the 
opium business. Nonetheless, the use of 
opium for recreational purposes soon spread 
far beyond the West’s Chinese enclaves. This 
growing use was deemed to be a threat to 
the nation’s entrepreneurial spirit and its 
growing importance as a world economic 
and military power, as well as to middle-class 
Anglo-American domestic life.
 The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion 
Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American 
West examines how the spread of opium-
smoking and its culture fueled anti-Chinese 
propaganda and demands for the exclusion 
of the Chinese from American life. This 
meticulously researched study of the 
nineteenth-century American drug-abuse 
crisis reveals the ways moral crusaders 
linked their anti-opium rhetoric to already 
active demands for Chinese exclusion. Until 
this time, anti-Chinese propaganda had been 
dominated by protests against the economic 
and political impact of Chinese workers 
and the alleged role of Chinese women as 
prostitutes. The growing problem of opium 
addiction provided another reason for 
demonizing Chinese immigrants.
 Ahmad describes the disparities between 
Anglo-American perceptions of Chinese 
immigrants and the somber realities of 

western history

Praise for The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the  
Nineteenth-Century American West:

“This book makes a valuable contribution to Chinese American history in  
at least two ways: first, by effectively connecting the labor, prostitution, and 
opium wings of the exclusion movement on the one hand, and second,  
by developing a comprehensive analysis of opium as a rhetorical tool for  
anti-Chinese activists throughout the West.

 —George Anthony Peffer, Lakeland College, Sheboygan, Wisconsin

“While there have been some studies recently on the history of addictive drugs, 
none have studied the opium trade in the U.S. with this detail, and none have 
related that topic to the remarkable hostility against Chinese immigrants— 
a hostility culminating in the unprecedented legislation to halt the 
immigration of a particular ethnic group. The research is original and 
extremely provocative. I know of no other study that has delved nearly so 
thoroughly into anti-Chinese rhetoric concerning the opium business, and 
very few works that have looked so thoroughly at anti-Chinese feelings and 
expressions generally. The book helps us understand one of the most  
revealing, and strangest, episodes in the racial history of the West.”

 —Elliott West, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville
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Engagement, Retreat, and 

                Ecocritical Responsibility 

         Going Away
to Think 

Scott Slovic

E n v i r o n m E n T A l  l i T E r AT u r E

Scott Slovic has spent his life as a teacher, writer, environmental activist, and leader in the field 

of ecocritical literary studies. in Going Away to Think, he reflects on the twin motivations of his 

life—the commitment to do some good in the world and the impulse to enjoy life and partici-

pate fully in its most intense moments—and he examines the tension created by his efforts to 

balance these two poles of his responsibility. These essays reveal the complex inner life of one of 

this generation’s most important environmental critics and literary activists. They range from 

profound discussions of the role and responsibilities of scholarship to deeply personal rumina-

tions on the impact of family crises and the influence of his wide-ranging travels. 

  

Praise for Going Away to Think
 “What is the relationship between literature and the world, between art and activism? in this 

beautifully written, inspiring book, Scott Slovic takes these questions on with fearlessness, sen-

sitivity, and grace. The answers he posits are the most satisfying and insightful to date.”

     —Joni Adamson, coeditor of The Environmental Justice Reader

  “many will read Going Away to Think and have the same reaction i had—recognizing the tensions 

they’ve felt without consciously identifying or being able to articulate them before. . . . These 

issues have never been so well articulated or identified. most of all, the book demonstrates how 

all these conflicting purposes and desires can be synthesized, balanced, brought into a conjunc-

tion that is beautiful in its creativity, startling in its clear-sighted intelligence, utterly convincing, 

and thoroughly moving.”

     —ian marshall, author of Peak Experiences: Walking Meditations on Literature, 

         Nature, and Need

u n i v E r S i T y  o f  n E v A d A  P r E S S
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Praise for Teaching About Place:

“� is book unites narratives from the most renowned environmental educators working 
today into a powerful collection that convincingly argues for the benefi t of place-based 
environmental education.”—Corey Lewis, author of Reading the Trail: Exploring the 
Literature and Natural History of the California Crest

� e mobility of modern Americans and the homogenizing tendencies of our economy 
and culture have left us detached from an authentic sense of place and knowledge of the 
bioregions we occupy. � e seventeen writers who contribute to Teaching About Place—
all of them distinguished environmental educators—refl ect on the challenges 
of teaching students about place and their connection to it. 

� e settings are remarkably diverse: the Hudson River Valley; the Los Angeles Basin; 
the Green Mountains of Vermont; the Salt Lake Valley; the South Carolina piedmont; 
a coastal Maine salt marsh; the Nebraska prairie; a degraded creek in Idaho; Houston’s 
heavily industrialized landscape; eastern Washington State; the Yellowstone ecosystem; 
and Dinosaur National Monument, which straddles the Utah-Colorado border. In each 
case, the author found ways to engage students and to produce meaningful insights into 
the role of humans in the vast communities of life that share our world.

Teaching About Place is an important record of experiments in the growing practice 
of place-based pedagogy, examining both the possibilities and the limitations of this 
approach. It is also fascinating reading for anyone curious about the natural world and 
the ways we humans understand, use, and sometimes abuse the environments 
we inhabit.

Contributors include SueEllen Campbell, Laird Christensen, Hal Crimmel, Terrell Dixon, 

John Elder, Cheryll Glotfelty, Ellen Goldey, Greg Gordon, Rochelle Johnson, John Lane, 

Paul Lindholdt, Jeffrey Mathes McCarthy, Bradley John Monsma, John Price, Kent C. Ryden, 

Lisa Slappey, Ann Zwinger, and Susan Zwinger. 

Cover illustrations: © iStockphoto/Firehorse and ©iStockphoto/Christine Balderas
Cover design:  Erin Kirk New
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crow’s
range
an environmental History of the

sierra nevada
david Beesley

n a t u r e /c a l i f o r n i a  h i s t o r y 

John Muir called it the “Range of Light, the most divinely beautiful of all the moun-
tain chains I’ve ever seen.” The Sierra Nevada — a single unbroken mountain range 
stretching north to south over four hundred miles of California and Nevada — has 
been the site of human activity for millennia. From the wildlife management efforts 
of ancient Native Americans to the burgeoning resort and residential development 
of the present, the Sierra has endured the efforts of humans to exploit its bountiful 
resources for their own benefit.

Crow’s Range offers a deeply informed account of the history, environmental chal-
lenges, and political controversies that lie behind the breathtaking scenery of the 
Sierra. Through Beesley’s thoughtful, wide-ranging discussion, we see the Sierra Ne-
vada in all its natural and economic complexity, a place that at the beginning of the 
twenty-first century is in grave danger of being loved to death.

david Beesley  taught history at Sierra College for twenty-eight years and 
has published numerous articles on the labor, ethnic, and environmental history of 
the Sierra Nevada. In 1995 and 1996 he served as an associate with the Sierra Ne-
vada Ecosystem Project and supplied a portion of its report to Congress. He lives in 
Nevada City, California.

p r a i s e  f o r    crow’s range
“Beesley has succeeded admirably in presenting a solid summary of humanity’s use 
of the Sierra Nevada, providing in effect a ‘hiking guide’ for those of us who wish 
to delve deeper into the sagas and controversies of our long relations with ‘Crow’s 
Range.’ He has certainly re-awakened my personal commitment to the Sierra.”
 — Ken Pirie, Terrain.org: A Journal of the Built & Natural Environments

“Beesley has meshed the scientific background with the political and cultural history 
of the Sierra Nevada, into the most comprehensive work written on the ‘Range of 
Light.’ . . . This should be required reading for all park and forest managers, interpret-
ers and rangers, whether they work in the Sierra Nevada or elsewhere in the West.”
 — Barbara Rohde, Park Interpreter, Nevada State Parks

“A model for studies of the West’s other mountain regions.”
 — Western Historical Quarterly
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                                             is an entertaining anecdotal 
treatment of the city’s remarkably colorful history. From 
its beginnings in the 1850s as a rough frontier settlement 
beside the Truckee River to its current status as one of the 
nation’s fastest growing and most livable cities, Reno has 
hosted a parade of larger-than-life characters and fostered the 
creation of Nevada’s world-famed gaming industry and an 
international reputation as “the divorce capital of the world.” 
Here are the miners and silver kings of the Comstock; the 
gamblers, casino builders, and entertainers who made Reno 
a national fun destination in the mid-twentieth century; 
the celebrities who came for divorces; and the politicians 
who led the city, the state, and even the nation. Here too are 
the businessmen and civic leaders who helped make Reno 
an attraction that lures millions of visitors each year to its 
flamboyant heart and the scenic wonders of its environs. 
Wonderfully illustrated with dozens of photographs, A Short 
History of Reno is as vibrant and engaging as the city it 
describes.

Michael J. Makley internationally distin guished 
journalists, collaborated on six books, including A Short 
History of Las Vegas. Barbara Land has written six more 
books, in addition to articles and newspaper columns for 
the New York Times, Miami Herald, and Reno Gazette-
Journal. Myrick Land, who died in 1998, was an editor at 
Look ma=gazine, a mystery writer, and professor emeritus of 
journalism at the University of Nevada, Reno. Both Barbara 
and Myrick Land were inducted into the Nevada Writers Hall 
of Fame in 1996.
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A Short History of Lake Tahoe
 “A Short History of Reno is the 

liveliest history of ‘The Biggest 
Little City in the World’ you’re 
likely ever to read. It reads for 
me like a novel I cannot put 
down from first to last page. 
I did not realize how rich my 
own Reno was until I read this 
book.”            —Robert Laxalt

 “Barbara and Myrick Land 
introduce us to a parade of 
colorful rascals, scoundrels, 
and scalawags—pioneers, 
dreamers, and visionaries,  
most of whom fit into several 
of these categories simultane-
ously. Was it these one-of-a-
kind people who gave Reno its 
unique personality among 
American towns? To those of  
us who know and love ‘The 
Biggest Little City,’ the book is 
not only pure pleasure to read, 
it has the ring of truth.” 

               —Tad Dunbar,     
         News Anchor, KOLO-TV

 Lake Tahoe
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The Bodie Mining District was established in 1860 after the discovery of  gold 

deposits in the area. The boom ended just twenty years later, and the town 

began its long, slow decline, surviving into the twentieth century as a village 

supported by a few small but steady mines. Mining ended with World War II, 

and what remained of  the town became a state park in 1964.

 In Bodie’s Gold, author Marguerite Sprague uses a wide range of  original 

sources to recount Bodie’s colorful history: its mines and miners; demimonde 

of  saloons and brothels; schools, churches, and other institutions of  settled life; 

residents of  many origins, including Native Americans and Chinese; women in 

the town’s social life and economy; and the pattern of  its decline. The story is 

lavishly illustrated with period photographs and enlivened with the reminis-

cences of  former residents and extracts from newspapers of  the period. Bodie’s 

Gold is a vivid account of  the life that once throbbed behind the now-closed 

doors and empty streets of  California’s official Gold Rush ghost town. 

A visit to photograph a familial homestead in Bodie sparked this project for 

author Marguerite Sprague. A native Californian, Sprague worked 

as a technical and marketing writer after graduating from the University of  

California at Santa Cruz. She currently lives in Northern California.
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