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left: Bear Flag Revolt, 

Sonoma Square, June 1896. 

Courtesy Sonoma Valley 

Historical Society. 

below: An early twentieth 

century panorama of Sono-

ma, the Valley of the Moon. 

Collection of the author. 

“Lynn Downey brings to life the unique stories of Sonoma Valley’s history.”
—Diane Moll Smith, director of the Depot Park Museum 

and the Sonoma Valley Historical Society

“This is a superbly written general history. I cannot think of a better introduction to 
the town’s history. It was a joy to read.”

—Gary F. Kurutz, special collections librarian emeritus, 
California State Library, Sacramento

“This is the first book about Sonoma to distill the major events and significant 
people associated with the area into one accessible volume. Downey has a strong 
narrative voice that effortlessly guides the reader through decades of information.”

—Richard Moreno, author of A Short History of Carson City
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3

Sonoma is one of Northern California’s most desirable places to live 
and a popular tourist destination, combining small-town charm, a 

colorful past, and its current role as the hub of one of the world’s premier 
wine-producing regions. A Short History of Sonoma traces its past from 
the Native American peoples who first inhabited the valley, proceeding 
through the establishment of a mission by Spanish priests, the Bear Flag 
Revolt that began California’s movement to become part of the United 
States, the foundation of what would become a celebrated wine industry, 
and its role today as the center of a sophisticated and highly envied food 
and wine culture.

The book also addresses such topics as the development of local 
ranching and businesses and of transportation links to San Francisco that 
helped to make Sonoma and the surrounding Valley of the Moon a popu-
lar location for summer homes and resorts. It discusses the role of the 
nearby hot springs in attracting visitors and permanent residents, includ-
ing people seeking cures for various ailments. There are also accounts 
of some of the famous people who lived in or near Sonoma and helped 
establish its mystique, including Mexican general Mariano Vallejo, the 
town’s first leader; Hungarian winemaker Agoston Haraszathy, who first 
saw the region’s potential for producing superior wines; and writers Jack 
London and M. F. K. Fisher, who made their homes in the Valley of the 
Moon, drawn by its beauty and bucolic lifestyle.

A Short History of Sonoma is generously illustrated with vintage pho-
tographs. It is a delightful account of one of America’s most charming 
towns and its evolution from rowdy frontier settlement to the paragon of 
sophisticated living that it is today.

lynn downey  is a widely published historian of the West and a fifth-
generation resident of Sonoma.

April

224 pages | 6 x 8 

46 b/w photographs 

paper | 978-0-87417-912-5 |  $21.95

e-book | 978-0-87417-913-2

An engaging account 
of one of the West’s 

most picturesque 
towns

A Short History of Sonoma
lynn downey

Sonoma
a  s h o r t  h i s t o r y  o f

Lynn Downey

w e s t e r n  h i s t o r y  /  c a l i f o r n i a 
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200 pages | 5.5 x 8.5 

paper | 978-0-87417-911-8 | $19.00

e-book | 978-0-87417-729-9

“Barnes’ Minimal Damage [is] another brilliant, beautifully rendered
collection of short fiction. . . . My highest compliment: I didn’t want any 
of the stories to end.”				                   —Veteran

“Barnes is a literary writer who works hard to defy expectations and avoid 
clichés. It’s one of his great gifts as a storyteller. . . . Minimal Damage hits 
the reader with maximum impact.”       —Jarrett Keene, Las Vegas City Life

“The lives on display here [are] told with understated compassion and 
unexpected flashes of humor.”		                —Publishers Weekly

“In this well-formed, unified collection, the fault line between those who 
have served as soldiers and those who haven’t is laid bare.”

—Reno News and Review

The Salt Lake City Tribune has called Lee Barnes “one of the finest writ-
ers of short stories in the contemporary West.” Minimal Damage con-

tains seven stories and a novella that depict veterans of several wars in 
search of dignity and purpose in a civilian life that has no need for men 
who were soldiers. With emotion, humor, and clarity, Barnes creates char-
acters who show us what it is to live with the trauma of having experi-
enced combat. The fractured souls and twisted lives of these men remind 
us that war’s ultimate damage extends far beyond the battlefield.

n e w  i n  p a p e r b a c k

Minimal Damage
Stories of Veterans

h. lee barnes

At home after their 
wars, ex-soldiers 

fight inner battles

by the same author

Gunning for Ho: Vietnam Stories

paper | 978-0-87417-346-8 | $15.00

e-book | 978-0-87417-901-9

    f i c t i o n
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216 pages | 6 x 9

cloth | 978-0-87417-884-5 |  $26.95

e-book | 978-0-87417-888-3

West Word Fiction

A gripping novel of 
crime and redemption

in Las Vegas

Cold Deck
(a novel)

h. lee barnes

“Cold Deck, H. Lee Barnes’ novel driven by a savvy even hell-bent narrator, 
immediately draws you into the underworld of Las Vegas gambling and 
won’t let you go until the treachery and intrigue run flat out.”

—Darrell Spencer, author of One Mile Past Dangerous Curve

“The world of the Vegas casinos—particularly the less glitzy side—creates 
a wonderful palette for the novel, and Barnes stamps almost every page 
of the book with the feel of it. The author, unlike his likeably unlucky 
main character, is holding a winning hand here.”

—Keith Lee Morris, author of The Greyhound God and 
The Dart League King

Jude is a Las Vegas casino dealer who barely survived the deadly MGM 
fire in 1980. More than two decades later, he’s still dealing, a tired, mid-

dle-aged man, divorced, struggling with debt, and trying to be a good 
father to his children. Then he loses his job and his car is totaled in an 
accident. When an attractive woman friend offers to help him get another 
job, Jude is happy to go along. Gradually, he realizes that his new job is 
part of an elaborate scheme to cheat a casino and that his own fate and 
that of his children depend on his finding the courage and ingenuity to 
extricate himself.

Cold Deck is the exciting story of an ordinary man who finds himself 
in extraordinary circumstances. Moving from Las Vegas’s mean streets to 
the insider’s world of casino workers, this is a story of survival set against 
the greed, fears, and glitz of Sin City.

h. lee barnes is a former Green Beret and Vietnam War veteran who 
has worked as a deputy sheriff, private investigator, and casino dealer. He 
currently teaches English and creative writing at the Community College 
of Southern Nevada in Las Vegas. He is the author of three short story 
collections, another novel, a memoir, and a nonfiction book about casino 
workers. His short fiction has received the Willamette Fiction Award and 
the Arizona Authors Association Fiction Award, and in 2009, he was 
elected to the Nevada Writers Hall of Fame.

H .  Le e  Bar n e s

c o l d 

d e c k

a 
nov e l

f i c t i o n

by the same author

The Lucky (a novel)

paper | 978-0-87417-539-4 | $22.00

e-book | 978-0-87417-900-2

Dummy Up and Deal: Inside the 

Culture of Casino Dealing

paper | 978-0-87417-622-3 | $18.95

e-book | 978-0-87417-550-9
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192 pages | 6 x 9.25 

cloth | 978-0-87417-907-1 | $34.95s

e-book | 978-0-87417-908-8

“This is a scholarly and sensitive study of veteran Native American educa-
tors who have devoted their careers to the education of Indian reserva-
tion students. It’s grounded in solid ethnographic principles giving voice 
to Native American educators. The book provides meaningful ideas about 
what it takes to be a successful educator with students in reservation 
schools.”		          —Ricardo Garcia, author of Teaching for Diversity: 

A Guide to Greater Understanding

“To my knowledge, no one has tackled this subject to the depth that Huff-
man has done. I consider this book an immense contribution to the soci-
ology of education and to American Indian studies.”
—MaryJo Benton Lee, author of Ethnicity Matters: Rethinking How Black, 

Hispanic, and Indian Students Prepare for and Succeed in College

The role of Native American teachers and administrators working in 
reservation schools has received little attention from scholars. Utiliz-

ing numerous interviews and extensive fieldwork, Terry Huffman shows 
how they define their roles and judge their achievements. He examines 
the ways they address the complex issues of cultural identity that affect 
their students and themselves and how they cope with the pressures of 
teaching disadvantaged students while meeting the requirements for res-
ervation schools.

Personal accounts from the educators enrich the discussion. Their can-
did comments about their choice of profession; their position as teachers, 
role models, and social service agents; and the sometimes harsh realities 
of reservation life offer unique insight into the challenges and rewards of 
providing an education to Native American students. Huffman also con-
siders the changing role of Native educators as reservation schools pre-
pare their students for the increasing complexities of modern life and 
society while still transmitting traditional culture. He shows that Native 
American educators meet daunting challenges with enduring optimism 
and persistence. The insights these educators offer can serve those in other 
communities where students navigate a difficult path out of discrimina-
tion and poverty.

terry huffman is a professor of education at George Fox University, 
Newberg, Oregon, and the author of several books, including Theoretical 
Perspectives on American Indian Education: A New Look at Educational 
Success and the Achievement Gap.

American Indian Educators 
in Reservation Schools
terry huffman 

An important study 
of the work of Native 

American teachers 
in reservation 
communities

▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼ 

▼
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American Indian 

in Reservation Schools 
Educators

Terry Huffman

▼ 

▼ 

    n a t i v e  a m e r i c a n  s t u d i e s  /  e d u c a t i o n

of related interest

Marching Students: Chicana and 

Chicano Activism in Education, 

1968 to the Present

Edited by Margarita Berta-Ávila, 

Anita Tijerina Revilla, and 

Julie López Figueroa

paper | 978-0-87417-841-8 | $34.95s
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352 pages | 6 x 9

11 maps 

cloth | 978-0-87417-909-5 |  $55.00s

e-book | 978-0-87417-910-1

“This book is an important and very significant contribution to the lit-
erature. There is really no book like it. It will be a must for Great Basin 
historians, whether they are interested in Native Americans or in more 
general issues.”

—Richard O. Clemmer, coauthor, with Frances Quintana, 
of Ordeal of Change: The Southern Utes and Their Neighbors

The Native American inhabitants of North America’s Great Basin have 
a long, eventful history and rich cultures. Great Basin Indians: An 

Encyclopedic History covers all aspects of their world. The book is orga-
nized in an encyclopedic format to allow full discussion of many diverse 
topics, including geography, religion, significant individuals, the impact 
of Euro-American settlement, wars, tribes and intertribal relations, reser-
vations, federal policies regarding Native Americans, scholarly theories 
regarding their prehistory, and others. Author Michael Hittman employs 
a vast range of archival and secondary sources as well as interviews, and 
he addresses the fruits of such recent methodologies as DNA analysis 
and gender studies that offer new insights into the lives and history of 
these enduring inhabitants of one of North America’s most challenging 
environments.

Great Basin Indians is an essential resource for any reader interested 
in the Native peoples of the American West and in western history in 
general.

michael hittman is a professor of anthropology at Long Island Uni-
versity, specializing in Native American cultures. His other books include 
Wovoka and the Ghost Dance, Corbett Mack: The Life of a Northern Pai-
ute, and Ghost Dances, Disillusionment, and Opiate Addiction: An Ethno- 
history of Smith and Mason Valley Paiutes.

A comprehensive 
overview of Native 
American history 

and culture in 
the Great Basin

MICHAEL HITTMAN

GREAT BASIN 

INDIANS
AN ENCYCLOPEDIC 

HISTORY

Great Basin Indians
An Encyclopedic History

michael hittman

a n t h r o p o l o g y  /  n a t i v e  a m e r i c a n  s t u d i e s 

of related interest

As Long as the River Shall Run: An 

Ethnohistory of Pyramid Lake Indian 

Reservation

Martha C. Knack and 

Omer C. Stewart

paper | 978-0-87417-334-5 | $19.95x

The Nature Way

Corbin Harney

As told to and edited by Alex Purbrick

paper | 978-0-87417-788-6 | $18.95

e-book | 978-0-87417-804-3
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272 pages | 6 x 9 

20 b/w photographs | 6 maps 

cloth | 978-0-87417-905-7 | $39.95s

e-book | 978-0-87417-906-4

“This is the first book that focuses on the neglected portion of Las Vegas—
the area in the shadow of the glitter. By examining the lives of the resi-
dents who comprise the city, the common folks who are often neglected in 
other studies, this book makes a major contribution to both the literature 
on Las Vegas and . . . the geography of everyday life.” 

—Richard Francaviglia, author of Believing in Place: 
A Spiritual Geography of the Great Basin

“Rex Rowley considers Las Vegas from an angle that gets far too little atten-
tion: what it’s like for the people who live and work there, and what the 
place means to them. Whether you’re a Las Vegan by birth or choice, or 
a scholar trying to figure out both ‘Sin City’ and the people who make it 
tick, you will learn something from this insightful book.”

—Michael S. Green, coauthor of Las Vegas: A Centennial History

Every year, more than thirty-five million people from all over the world 
visit Las Vegas; only two million call the city home. Everyday Las 

Vegas takes a close look at the lives of those who live in a place the rest of 
the world considers exotic, even decadent. Using broad research, includ-
ing interviews with more than one hundred Las Vegans, Rex Rowley—
who grew up in Las Vegas—examines everyday life in a place that markets 
itself as an escape from mundane reality.

Rowley considers such topics as why people move to Las Vegas, the 
nature of their work and personal lives, the impact of growth and rapid 
change, and interaction with the overwhelmingly touristic side of the city. 
He also considers the benefits and perils of living in a nonstop twenty-
four-hour city rich in entertainment options and easy access to gambling, 
drugs, and other addictions. His examination includes the previously 
unstudied role of neighborhood casinos patronized by locals rather than 
tourists and the impact that a very mobile population has on schools, 
churches, and community life.

Rowley considers the very different ways people perceive a place as 
insiders or outsiders, a dichotomy that arises when tourism is a mainstay 
of the local economy. His work offers insights into what Las Vegas can 
teach us about other cities and American culture in general. It also con-
tributes to our understanding of how people relate to places and how the 
personality of a place influences the lives of people who live there.

rex j.  rowleyis an assistant professor of geography at the University of 
Wisconsin–Platteville.

of related interest

The Peoples of Las Vegas: 

One City, Many Faces

Edited by Jerry L. Simich and

Thomas C. Wright

paper | 978-0-87417-616-2 | $29.95

Homeless in Las Vegas:

Stories from the Street

Kurt Borchard

paper | 978-0-87417-837-1 | $24.95

Everyday Las Vegas
Local Life in a Tourist Town

rex j. rowley

A world-famous 
destination, as 

experienced by those 
who live there

E V E R Y D A Y
Las Vegas

Rex J. 
Rowley

L o c a l  L i f e  i n  a  T o u r i s t  T o w n

   n e v a d a  /  g e o g r a p h y  /  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y
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282 pages | 6 x 9

26 b/w photographs | 5 maps

paper | 978-0-87417-914-9 |  $24.95

e-book | 978-0-87417-419-9

“An appealing book for anyone who has explored the powerful river, or is 
on a waiting list to do so.”			                —Arizona Republic

“Westwood . . . uses Blake’s knowledge and his own to allow the reader to 
appreciate the canyons and the sweat, danger, exhilaration, and satisfac-
tion of running them.”	              —Nevada Historical Society Quarterly

“Not only did I thoroughly enjoy reading Rough-Water Man, but I expect 
others will find the book just as fascinating. Westwood has put together 
a combination of memoirs, notes, interviews, and research in a way that 
draws the reader into the action.”

—Ann Ronald, author of Friendly Fallout 1953

The passage of the 1902 Reclamation Act created a mandate for the fed-
eral government to build dams on the Colorado River and its power-

ful tributaries. By 1920 the US Geological Survey had surveyed the river’s 
main courses, but still needed accurate charts of the last stretches of deep 
canyons and white-water rapids, accessible only by boat.

Rough-Water Man is the first detailed account of these mapping expe-
ditions by the USGS—the San Juan Canyon in 1921, the upper Green 
River in 1922, and the Grand Canyon in 1923. Illustrated throughout with 
period photographs, it is also the personal story of twenty-four-year-old 
Henry Elwyn Blake Jr., the only boatman to crew on each of the three 
trips, evolving from novice waterman to expert rapids runner.

Drawing on Blake’s diaries, as well as the writings of other USGS sur-
veyors, Rough-Water Man conveys the danger and hardships of navigat-
ing these waters with heavy wooden boats and oars. Even today, in rub-
ber pontoons, traversing these canyons is an awesome and exhilarating 
experience. When Blake and his companions surveyed it, the Colorado 
ran free and wild from Wyoming to the Sea of Cortez. Westwood gives 
us mile-by-mile and day-by-day accounts of running these rapids before 
their canyons were flooded and waters tamed, before the rivers had ever 
been charted.

richard westwood is the nephew of Henry Elwyn Blake. He is the 
coauthor of Neil Westwood: A Biography and author of Chompin’ at the 
Bit, a story about growing up in Moab, Utah. An avid river runner and 
environmentalist, he lives in Scottsdale, Arizona.

w e s t e r n  h i s t o r y 

Exploring the Colorado, 
Green, and San Juan 

River canyons in 
the 1920s

n e w  i n  p a p e r b a c k

Rough-Water Man
Elwyn Blake’s Colorado River Expeditions

richard e. westwood
foreword by bruce babbitt
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A Short History of Carson City
Richard Moreno
paper | 978-0-87417-836-4 | $21.95

A Short History of Lake Tahoe
Michael J. Makley
paper | 978-0-87417-850-0 | $21.95
e-book | 978-0-87417-866-1 

A Short History of Las Vegas
second edition
Barbara Land and Myrick Land
paper | 978-0-87417-564-6 | $17.95

A Short History of Reno
Barbara Land and Myrick Land
paper | 978-0-87417-262-1 | $16.95
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Atomic Comics: Cartoonists Confront 
the Nuclear World
Ferenc Morton Szasz
cloth | 978-0-87417-874-6 | $34.95s
e-book | 978-0-87417-879-1

Conservation  Fallout: Nuclear Protest 
at Diablo Canyon
John Wills
paper | 978-0-87417-896-8 | $24.95s
e-book | 978-0-87417-688-9

Cries of Crisis: Rethinking the Health 
Care Debate
Robert B. Hackey
cloth | 978-0-87417-889-0 | $34.95s
e-book | 978-0-87417-890-6

The Gold Rush Letters of E. Allen 
Grosh and Hosea B. Grosh
Edited by Ronald M. James and  
Robert E. Stewart
cloth | 978-0-87417-885-2 | $29.95
e-book | 978-0-87417-892-0

The Last Shepherd (a novel)
Martin Etchart
paper | 978-0-87417-886-9 | $22.00
e-book | 978-0-87417-887-6

Wild Horse Annie: Velma Johnston 
and Her Fight to Save the Mustang
Alan J. Kania
cloth | 978-0-87417-873-9 | $26.95
e-book | 978-0-87417-893-7

Edited by  
Ronald M. James and Robert E. Stewart

of
    E. Allen Grosh & Hosea B. Grosh

The Gold Rush Letters

C R I E S  O F  C R I S I S
R E T H I N K I N G  T H E 

H E A L T H  C A R E  D E B A T E

R O B E R T  B. H A C K E Y

CONSERVATION

NUCLEAR
PROTEST
AT DIABLO CANYON

JOHN WILLS

FALLOUT:

F e r e n c  M o r to n  S z a S z

recently published

v e l m a  j o h n s t o n 

a n d  h e r  f i g h t 

t o  s a v e  t h e 

m u s t a n g

a l a n  j.  k a n i a

wild horse annie

MA R TI N E TC HA R T

The Last Shepherd

A NOVEL
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Nevada
Literary

w r i t i n g s  f r o m  t h e  s i lv e r  s tat e

       edited by

cheryll  glotfelty

Jews in Nevada: A History
John P. Marschall
cloth | 978-0-87417-737-4 | $34.95
paper | 978-0-87417-845-6 | $26.95
e-book | 978-0-87417-748-0

Landing in Las Vegas: Commercial
Aviation and the Making of a  
Tourist City
Daniel K. Bubb
cloth | 978-0-87417-872-2 | $34.95s
e-book | 978-0-87417-876-0

Literary Nevada: Writings from 
the Silver State
Edited by Cheryll Glotfelty
cloth | 978-0-87417-755-8 | $60.00
paper | 978-0-87417-759-6 | $29.95

The Making of Modern Nevada
Hal K. Rothman
paper | 978-0-87417-826-5 | $21.95
e-book | 978-0-87417-833-3

The River and the Railroad: An
Archaeological History of Reno
Mary Ringhoff and Edward J. Stoner
cloth | 978-0-87417-843-2 | $34.95s

Uncovering Nevada’s Past: A Primary 
Source History of the Silver State
Edited by John B. Reid and 
Ronald M. James
paper | 978-0-87417-567-7 | $19.95x

AND 
THE

THE

Railroad
River

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL HISTORY OF RENO

MARY RINGHOFF AND EDWARD J.  STONER

Hal K. Rothman

nevada

the making of modern nevada

Jews in
Nevada

JOHN P. MARSCHALL

Praise for Jews in Nevada
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neva da history

“John P. Marschall offers an outstanding local history of a dynamic Jewish population 
in the West. . . . His is a meticulous research effort, animated by details of Nevada’s 
Jews as well as a sense of how their stories fit into the larger historiographic ques-
tions of both religionists and local historians.”      —American Jewish Archives Journal

“This admirable work of scholarship adds a new dimension to the field of ethnicity in 
Nevada. It is also a major addition to the study of Jews in the West.”

—Western Historical Quarterly

“It is one of the best discussions of any religious or ethnic group’s experience in the 
Silver State, the story of a people whose presence in Nevada exceeded their share of 
the nation’s population both in the Comstock days and in the past several decades.”

—Reno Gazette-Journal

Jews have always been one of Nevada’s most active and influential ethnic minori-
ties. From the beginning they have been involved in every area of the state’s life 

as businessmen, agrarians, scholars, educators, artists, politicians, and civic, profes-
sional, and religious leaders. Jews in Nevada is an engaging, multilayered chronicle 
of their lives and contributions. It includes absorbing accounts of individuals and 
families who helped to settle and develop the state, as well as thoughtful analyses 
of larger issues, such as the reasons Jews came to Nevada in the first place, and how 
they preserved their religious and cultural traditions as a small minority in a sparsely 
populated region.

John P. Marschall is professor emeritus of history at the University of Nevada, 
Reno. He has published widely on the history of religion in the United States.

cover illustrations: Photographs courtesy of Nancy Badt Drake, 
Judith Eaton, Martha Gould, Nevada Historical Society, Northeastern 
Nevada Museum, Irwin Olcott, Sylvia Olcott, Howard Rosenberg,  
Mervin Tarlow, and Edythe Katz Yarchever.

a history Printer trim is key-
lined box (trim size of 
cover with 1 inch white 
border).

Binder will trim cover 
on bound books.

Landing in˘Las Vegas
CommerCial aviation and the making of a tourist City˘

danieL K. bubb

At the beginning of the  
twentieth century, Las Vegas  
was a dusty, isolated desert town.  
By century’s end, it was the 
country’s fastest-growing city with 
the nation’s seventh-busiest airport. 

Commercial air travel is the essential component 

that has enabled Las Vegas to become a model 

twenty-first-century American city and an 

internationally famous tourist mecca, hosting 

more than thirty million visitors a year.

Landing in Las Vegas is a compelling case study 

of the way one western city, starting in 1926, 

eagerly embraced the airplane and worked to 

profit from the fledgling air travel industry while 

efficiently accommodating its growing needs. 

Technological advances such as the introduction 

of the passenger jet in 1960; financial support 

from local, state, and national governments; and 

various federal regulations intended to make air 

travel safer and more accessible to the general 

public all contributed significantly to the growth of 

Las Vegas as a desirable destination for tourists, 

business travelers, and conventioneers. So too did 

a close and symbiotic relation among city leaders, 

the casino industry, airlines, and the city airport. 

By the first decade of the twenty-first century, 

Las Vegas was receiving hundreds of daily direct 

flights from around the United States and from 

several cities abroad. Las Vegas business leaders 

now candidly acknowledge that commercial air 

travel is the lifeblood of the city.

The book also examines the role that fast, 

affordable air transportation has played in 

bu
bb

aviation / transportation history / western history / nevada history

Praise for Landing in Las Vegas

“This book presents a case study exemplifying a dominant theme of the 

twentieth-century American West—the triumph of technology over 

nature, space, and time. No other book so clearly demonstrates the 

close historic ties between the commercial passenger aviation industry 

and the economic growth and vitality of Las Vegas in the broader 

context of aviation history and the history of the American West.” 

—daniel rust, author of Flying Across America: The Airline Passenger 

Experience

 

“Landing in Las Vegas is of considerable significance and well-handled.  

It explores the important issue of commercial aeronautical policy 

in both a regional and national setting, as well as the incursion of 

international travel to Las Vegas in the 1970s. This is an important 

subject that has not received the attention it deserves.” 

—roger launius, senior curator of the Smithsonian Institution’s  

National Air and Space Museum

University of Nevada Press

overcoming the vast distances of the American 

West and linking western urban centers to 

national and international tourism, business, and 

entertainment. It makes a vital contribution to 

our understanding of the connection between air 

travel and the growth and development of the 

twentieth-century West.

daniel k. BuBB is director of academic assess-

ment, University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
La

n
d

in
g

 in
 La

s
 V

eg
a

s

9 0 0 0 0

9 780874 178722

ISBN 978-0-87417-872-2

jacket illustrations: Front: a Bonanza Airlines dc-3  

flies over Hoover Dam. Courtesy of Howard W. Cannon 

Aviation Museum. Back: McCarran International Airport  

© Maxfx, Dreamtime.com.

jacket design: Erin Kirk New

NEVADA
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Las Vegas: A Centennial History
Eugene P. Moehring and 
Michael S. Green
cloth | 978-0-87417-611-7 | $44.95s
paper | 978-0-87417-615-5 | $21.95

Nevada’s Changing Wildlife Habitat:
An Ecological History
George E. Gruell with 
Sherman Swanson
cloth | 978-0-87417-871-5 | $39.95s
e-book | 978-0-87417-878-4

The Sagebrush State: Nevada’s 
History, Government, and Politics, 
third edition
Michael W. Bowers
paper | 978-0-87417-682-7 | $21.95x
e-book | 978-0-87417-710-7

The Silver State: 
Nevada’s Heritage Reinterpreted, 
third edition
James W. Hulse
paper | 978-0-87417-592-9 | $21.95x
e-book | 978-0-87417-720-6

Twenty Miles from a Match: 
Homesteading in Western Nevada
Sarah E. Olds
paper | 978-0-87417-052-8 | $16.95
e-book | 978-0-87417-461-8

Water Politics in Northern Nevada:
A Century of Struggle
Leah J. Wilds
paper | 978-0-87417-830-2 | $21.95

JAMES W. HULSE

Nevada’s Heritage Reinterpreted 

THE SILVER STATE
Third Edition
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Nevada has changed dramatically over the past quarter century, and in this third 

edi tion of The Silver State, renowned historian James W. Hulse recounts the major 

events—historical, political, and social—that have shaped our state. Hulse’s cohesive 

and readable approach off ers students and general readers an accessible account of 

Ne va da’s colorful history.

 The new edition highlights the social and political changes that have occurred since 

the original publication of The Silver State in 1991. Hulse discusses the impact of a 

grow ing population; changes in the economy and educational system; the expanding 

roles of women; recent developments in state politics, including the 2003 legislative 

session; the infl uence of Nevada’s growing ethnic population and increasingly diver-

gent demographic groups; and the impact of federal policies, including President 

George W. Bush’s 2002 decision to authorize the opening of a nuclear-waste depos-

itory at Yucca Mountain. In addition, all the recommended reading lists have been 

updated.

 The Silver State explores many dimensions of the Nevada experience and its 

peo ples—from the prehistoric Anasazi Indians to the creators of extravagant casinos 

on the Las Vegas Strip; from dust-stained Comstock miners to the state’s contem-

porary and very cosmopolitan Sunbelt population. This book will inspire read ers to 

take an oth er look at the rich cultural heritage and eventful history of Ne va da, the

Silver State.

A native of Pioche, Nevada, james w. hulse  is professor emeritus of history at the 

University of Nevada, Reno. He is the author of ten books, including Forty Years in the 

Wilderness: Impressions of Nevada, 1940–1980 and The Nevada Adventure: A History, 

both published by the University of Nevada Press.

h i s t o r y

cover art: Maynard Dixon, Alder Creek Ranch, Humboldt County,  
1927. Courtesy Special Collections Department, University Library, 
University of Nevada, Reno

university of nevada press
Reno, Nevada 89557–0076 / www.nvbooks.nevada.edu

nevada

MICHAEL W. BOWERS

THE SAGEBRUSH STATE
Nevada’s History, Government, and Politics   Third Edition

N EVA D A’S 
C H A N G I N G
W I L D L I F E 
H A BITAT
A N  E C O L O G I C A L  H I S T O R Y

G E O R G E  E. G R U E L L 
W I T H  S H E R M A N  S W A N S O N

nevada

WAT E R 
P O L I T I C S

I N  N O R T H E R N  N E V A D A

 L E A H  J.  W I L D S

A  C E N T U R Y  O F  S T R U G G L E
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EARNING
POWER
Women and Work in Los Angeles 1880-1930

E I L E E N  V.  W A L L I S

Edited by 

Kathleen A. Brosnan 
and Amy L. Scott

City Dreams 
Country Schemes
Community and Identity in the American West

Spanish-Mexican 
Women and Interethnic 
Marriage in California, 

1820–1880

Married 

of the

to a 
Daughter 

L and

maría raquél casas

Cave Rock: Climbers, Courts, and a 
Washoe Indian Sacred Place
Matthew S. Makley and 
Michael J. Makley
paper | 978-0-87417-827-2 | $24.95
e-book | 978-0-87417-848-7

Cities and Nature in the 
American West
Edited by Char Miller
paper | 978-0-87417-824-1 | $34.95s
e-book | 978-0-87417-847-0

City Dreams, Country Schemes:
Community and Identity in the 
American West
Edited by Kathleen A. Brosnan and 
Amy L. Scott
paper | 978-0-87417-851-7 | $39.95s
e-book | 978-0-87417-864-7

Earning Power: Women and Work in 
Los Angeles, 1880–1930
Eileen V. Wallis
cloth | 978-0-87417-813-5 | $39.95s

The Infamous King of the Comstock:
William Sharon and the Gilded Age 
in the West
Michael J. Makley
cloth  | 978-0-87417-630-8 | $34.95s
paper  | 978-0-87417-779-4 | $24.95

Married to a Daughter of the Land:
Spanish-Mexican Women and
Interethnic Marriage in California,
1820–1880
María Raquél Casas
cloth | 978-0-87417-697-1 | $34.95s
paper | 978-0-87417-778-7 | $24.95x

cave rock
CLIMBERS, COURTS, AND A WASHOE INDIAN SACRED PLACE

Matthew S. Makley and Michael J. Makley

western history
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The Archaeology of the Donner Party
Donald L. Hardesty
paper | 978-0-87417-661-2 | $18.95x

Class and Gender Politics in 
Progressive-Era Seattle
John C. Putman
cloth | 978-0-87417-736-7 | $39.95s

Railroads of Nevada and Eastern 
California, Volume III: More on the 
Northern Roads
David F. Myrick
cloth | 978-0-87417-701-5 | $75.00

Sacramento and the Catholic Church: 
Shaping A Capital City
Steven M. Avella
cloth | 978-0-87417-760-2 | $39.95s

Western Places, American Myths: 
How We Think About the West
Edited by Gary J. Hausladen
paper | 978-0-87417-662-9 | $24.95x

The Yuma Reclamation Project: 
Irrigation, Indian Allotment, and 
Settlement Along the Lower 
Colorado River
Robert A. Sauder
cloth | 978-0-87417-783-1 | $44.95s

Railroads of Nevada  
and  

Eastern California

Railroads of Nevada  
and  

Eastern California
volume iii: more on the northern roads

David F. Myrick

Class and Gender Politics
in Progressive Era Seattle John C. Putman

s t e v e n  m .  a v e l l a

SacramentoCatholic Churcha n d  t h e 

s h a p i n g  a  c a p i t a l  c i t y• •

irrigation, indian allotment,

  and settlement along  
the lower colorado river

THE YUMA

RECLAMATION
PROJECT

RObERT A. sAudER

Praise for The Yuma Reclamation Project

“This book is a welcome addition to historical geographical study 
of reclamation policy in the American West.”

— Steven E. Silvern, Salem State College

“This book makes an immensely significant contribution to (1) our 
understanding of federal irrigation in the West; (2) how the story of 
irrigation unfolded in a little-studied region of great importance; and 
(3) how the narrative of federal irrigation became inextricably inter-
twined with the story of Native American settlement in the West. 
The author has sifted through an enormous amount of primary data 
to tell his story, and it is a story that has never been told before. A 
highly original, engagingly written, thoroughly researched study!”

—William Wyckoff, Montana State University

I n the arid American West, settle-
ment was generally contingent on 
the availability of water to irrigate 
crops and maintain livestock and 

human residents. Early irrigation projects 
were usually the cooperative efforts of 
pioneer farmers, but by the early twenti-
eth century they largely reflected federal 
intentions to create new farms out of the 
western public domain. The Yuma Rec-
lamation Project, authorized in 1904, was 
one of the earliest federal irrigation proj-
ects initiated in the western United States 
and the first authorized on the Colorado 
River. Its story exemplifies the range of 
difficulties associated with settling the 
nation’s final frontier — the arid West, 
including Indian lands — and illuminates 
some of the current issues and conflicts 
concerning the Colorado River.
 Robert Sauder’s detailed, meticulously 
researched examination of the Yuma 
Project illustrates the complex multiplic-
ity of problems and challenges associated 
with the federal government’s attempt to 
facilitate homesteading in the arid West. 
He examines the history of settlement 
along the lower Colorado River from ear-
liest times, including the farming of the 
local Quechan people and the impact of 
Spanish colonization, and he reviews the 
engineering problems that had to be re-
solved before an industrial irrigation pro-
gram could be accomplished. The study 
also sheds light on myriad unanticipated 
environmental, economic, and social 
challenges that the government had to 
confront in bringing arid lands under irri-
gation, including the impact on the Native 
American population of the region.

 The Yuma Reclamation Project is an 
original and significant contribution to 
our understanding of federal reclamation 
endeavors in the West. It provides new and 
fascinating information about the history 
of the Yuma region and, as a case study 
of irrigation policy, it offers compelling 
insights into the history and consequences 
of water manipulation in the arid West.

Robert A. Sauder is professor emeritus 
of geography at the University of New 
Orleans. He is also the author of The Lost 
Frontier: Water Diversion in the Growth 
and Destruction of Owens Valley Agricul-
ture and others.

e n v i r o n m e n ta l  s t u d i e s

Jacket illustration: Yuma Reclamation Project.  
(Map by Jeanie Taliancich)

Jacket design: April Leidig-Higgins, Copperline 
Book Services 
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sauder

nevada

western history

t h e  a r c h a e o l o g y  o f  t h e

d o n a l d  l .  h a r d e s t y

with contributions by

michael  brodhead

donald k .  grayson

susan l indström

george l .  miller

w e s t e r n  h i s t o r y 

Praise for The Archaeology of the Donner Party:

“The Archaeology of the Donner Party is a significant book, not simply because it 
provides new insights regarding a well-covered episode of western history, 
but also because it demonstrates how historians and archaeologists can 
work together to arrive at con-clusions of benefit to both disciplines. The 
result is good history and good archaeology.”      —Western Historical Quarterly

“Research and archaeological techniques employed in these excavations 
were impeccable and have added even more information (especially with 
regard to material culture) to knowledge of this expedition.” —Choice

“This book goes a long way toward humanizing and de-mystifying an episode 
that over the years has so often assumed a larger-than-life dimension in 
contemporary American popular culture.”         —American Antiquity

 d o n a l d  l .  h a r d e s t y  is Mamie Kleberg Professor of Historic 
Preservation and Anthropology at the University of Nevada, Reno. 

 He is the author or editor of six other books. 

     ISBN 0-87417-661-1
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Illustration: Donner Pass, looking west. Donner 

Lake in lower left. Photograph by Robert Blesse.       

Cover Design:  Kathleen Szawiola
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50 Classic Hikes in Nevada:
From the Ruby Mountains to 
Red Rock Canyon
Mike White
paper | 978-0-87417-629-2 | $18.95
e-book | 978-0-87417-667-4

Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Nevada
Ted Floyd, Chris S. Elphick, Graham 
Chisholm, Kevin Mack, Robert G. 
Elston, Elisabeth M. Ammon, and 
John D. Boone
cloth | 978-0-87417-695-7 | $60.00

Geology of the Great Basin
Bill Fiero
paper | 978-0-87417-790-9 | $29.95

Monsters in the Woods: 
Backpacking with Children
Tim Hauserman
paper | 978-0-87417-711-4 | $15.95

Touring the Sierra Nevada
Cheryl Angelina Koehler
paper | 978-0-87417-700-8 | $24.95

Wild Plants of the Sierra Nevada
Ray S. Vizgirdas and 
Edna M. Rey-Vizgirdas
paper | 978-0-87417-789-3 | $29.95

T i m  H au s e r m a n

Monsters in the Woods
B a c k pa c k i n g  w i T H  c H i l d r e n
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Atlas of the 
Breeding Birds
of Nevada

Ted Floyd
Chris S. Elphick
Graham Chisholm
Kevin Mack
Robert G. Elston
Elisabeth M. Ammon
& John D. Boone

  

Senator Harry Reid
& C. Richard Tracy

’  ,  

ranges from lofty alpine peaks to marshy 

wetlands, saline playas, sagebrush-covered 

steppes, and lush agricul-tural valleys, is home 

to a surprising number and variety of bird species.

The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Nevada docu-

ments the results of a statewide survey of breeding

birds undertaken between  and . The

book presents  species of birds that breed in

the state, with a description of each bird; an

analysis of its breeding distribution in Nevada; a

discussion of its conservation status; a line draw-

ing of the bird; a map illustrating its distribution

throughout the state; and summary statistics on

its breeding status, habitat distribution, and 

abundance.

The Atlas, a project of the Great Basin Bird

Observatory, has as its major objective the quanti-

fication of the diversity and grandeur of Nevada’s

bird life. It also addresses questions about the

management and conservation of bird popula-

tions in the state, range limits, the impact of bird

population changes, and the future prospects of

various species, given current and projected 

patterns of land use. The book reflects meticulous

and lengthy research by some of the state’s most

respected ornithologists and a corps of dedicated

volunteers, and it is an invaluable resource for 

scientists, birders, conservationists, and anyone

interested in the rich natural heritage of Nevada.

  is the editor of Birding magazine and

served as project coordinator for the Great Basin

Bird Observatory during the bird survey reflected

in this book. He has published widely on birds

and ecological topics.

 

Front: Sage Sparrows by David Allen Sibley

Back: Black-throated Sparrow by David Allen

Sibley

Jacket design by Robert Tombs
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Atlas of the 
Breeding Birds
of Nevada

Ted Floyd
Chris S. Elphick
Graham Chisholm
Kevin Mack
Robert G. Elston
Elisabeth M. Ammon
& John D. Boone

  

Senator Harry Reid
& C. Richard Tracy

’  ,  

ranges from lofty alpine peaks to marshy 

wetlands, saline playas, sagebrush-covered 

steppes, and lush agricul-tural valleys, is home 

to a surprising number and variety of bird species.

The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Nevada docu-

ments the results of a statewide survey of breeding

birds undertaken between  and . The

book presents  species of birds that breed in

the state, with a description of each bird; an

analysis of its breeding distribution in Nevada; a

discussion of its conservation status; a line draw-

ing of the bird; a map illustrating its distribution

throughout the state; and summary statistics on

its breeding status, habitat distribution, and 

abundance.

The Atlas, a project of the Great Basin Bird

Observatory, has as its major objective the quanti-

fication of the diversity and grandeur of Nevada’s

bird life. It also addresses questions about the

management and conservation of bird popula-

tions in the state, range limits, the impact of bird

population changes, and the future prospects of

various species, given current and projected 

patterns of land use. The book reflects meticulous

and lengthy research by some of the state’s most

respected ornithologists and a corps of dedicated

volunteers, and it is an invaluable resource for 

scientists, birders, conservationists, and anyone

interested in the rich natural heritage of Nevada.

  is the editor of Birding magazine and

served as project coordinator for the Great Basin

Bird Observatory during the bird survey reflected

in this book. He has published widely on birds

and ecological topics.

 
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THE ROAR AND THE SILENCE
RONALD  M.  JAMES
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9 0 0 0 0

9 780874 173208

ISBN 978-0-87417-320-8

Nevada’s Comstock Mining District has been the focus of legend 
  since it first burst into international prominence in the late  

1850s, and its principal settlement, Virginia City, endures in the popular 
mind as the West’s quintessential mining camp. The Roar and the Silence 
chronicles the area’s history from its earliest days through the early 
twentieth century, when the lode finally gave out, and up to the present, 
when Virginia City and its environs have found new life as a tourist at-
traction and a community of artists. James’s lively, thoughtful text brings 
the Comstock to life again in all its complexity and boom-and-bust 
excitement. 

praise for The Roar and the Silence

“The definitive volume on the history of the district which briefly made  
Nevada the mining capital of the world.”        —Mining History Journal

“The Roar and the Silence is a superior work, and it is in many ways a 
model for the comprehensive examination of a mining community.”

—Annals of Wyoming: The Wyoming History Journal

ronald m. james is Nevada’s state historic preservation officer. He 
is the co-author of Nevada’s Historic Buildings: A Cultural Legacy and co-
editor of Uncovering Nevada’s Past: A Primary Source History of the Silver 
State (both from University of Nevada Press), among others.
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The Bodie Mining District was established in 1860 after the discovery of  gold 

deposits in the area. The boom ended just twenty years later, and the town 

began its long, slow decline, surviving into the twentieth century as a village 

supported by a few small but steady mines. Mining ended with World War II, 

and what remained of  the town became a state park in 1964.

 In Bodie’s Gold, author Marguerite Sprague uses a wide range of  original 

sources to recount Bodie’s colorful history: its mines and miners; demimonde 

of  saloons and brothels; schools, churches, and other institutions of  settled life; 

residents of  many origins, including Native Americans and Chinese; women in 

the town’s social life and economy; and the pattern of  its decline. The story is 

lavishly illustrated with period photographs and enlivened with the reminis-

cences of  former residents and extracts from newspapers of  the period. Bodie’s 

Gold is a vivid account of  the life that once throbbed behind the now-closed 

doors and empty streets of  California’s official Gold Rush ghost town. 

A visit to photograph a familial homestead in Bodie sparked this project for 

author Marguerite Sprague. A native Californian, Sprague worked 

as a technical and marketing writer after graduating from the University of  

California at Santa Cruz. She currently lives in Northern California.
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