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I recently attended the annual State Risk and Insurance Manager’s conference.  A specific topic 
at this conference was dedicated to encouraging Risk Managers to evaluate their role in their 
Government entity and to more effectively communicate issues, concerns and successes to 
agency management.   As we all know, it is quite easy to get caught up in budget, legislative 
and day to day issues and miss the opportunity to identify matters important to the unique 
operations of our many agencies or to really consider the importance of the protection and 
preservation of our state assets, including employees.    
 
With that in mind a very appropriate quote was provided to us to share with our respective 
agency managers regarding the role of Risk Management in any organization: 
 

“RISK MANAGEMENT MAY BE THE ONLY FUNCTION THAT IS CAPABLE OF SAVING MAJOR 
DOLLARS WITHOUT ELIMINATING PEOPLE OR PROGRAMS” 

 
As we emerge from our fiscal crisis and take the time to consider this concept it is important to move forward with plans 
and activities that will support and enhance each agency’s loss prevention activities.  Loss prevention programs can 
minimize workers’ comp claims and costs and related productivity and overtime costs; property damage and the disruption 
that can occur subsequent to a fire or major flooding event; automobile damage; tort claims, contract disputes and thefts or 
embezzlement.  A loss or accident related to one of these risks can impact an agency’s ability to successfully complete its 
mission.  The time and energy needed to investigate, respond to and correct problems can be extensive. 
 
As we move forward over the next year representatives from our Division will be providing training, information, 
recommendations and feedback in regard to various loss prevention and control programs.  Several new courses are being 
offered and are noted in this newsletter.  We plan to outreach to agency management to better explain the services and 
resources available, what is covered and what is not covered under our insurance programs and to listen to your concerns 
and needs as it applies to your risk management programs. 
 
As far as successes, we can all be proud of the cost containment that our State has achieved through our Early Return to 
Work Program.  I can unequivocally state that Nevada’s program is one of the best in the Nation as far as State 
governments are concerned. We are often contacted by other states who are just developing a program or who are 
interested in how we have achieved cooperation with our program. Not only are we keeping injured employees productive, 
but in doing so we are helping them to recover more quickly and we are controlling the cost of our workers’ compensation 
claims.   All agencies have been cooperative and proactive in following the policy and procedures related to this important 
program and as a team we are great examples to other states who are still struggling with out of control workers’ comp 
costs.     
 



 
 
    

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

How To Keep Your Laptop Out Of Thieves' Hands 
Oddly, some airports have collected stacks of laptops 
that are left behind by harried passengers in security 
areas. Most are reclaimed eventually. But some people 
never come back for their machines. 

When traveling, carry your laptop in a backpack. There's 
lots of room in there, and it's inconspicuous. 
Businesspeople carrying laptops in expensive cases are 
asking for trouble. Those cases say, "Laptop! Laptop! 
Steal me!" 

Security people most likely will want to check the laptop. 
If possible, handle it yourself, rather than having them 
do it.  Frankly, they’re not all sophisticated computer  

 

                                                                                   
users.  Don’t be afraid to speak up.  You don’t need your 
machine damaged gratuitously. 

Be sure your battery is charged. The security people may 
well want to turn on the machine. Most important, don't 
let it out of your sight. This becomes especially difficult if 
you are selected for a random head-to-toe check. 

Once on board your flight, put the computer — safely 
stowed in your bag — under the seat in front of you. Try 
to avoid putting it in the overhead bin. Others will have 
more access to it there. 

Indoor Air Quality Update 
 

Risk Management would like to 
recognize Liliam Shell, Manager of the 
Las Vegas  Welfare office for 
"Outstanding Building Maintenance" 
providing a Healthy Indoor Environment 
for employees and clients.  Liliam and 
her crew relied on the old-fashioned 
elbow grease technique to really get the 
grime out of their office and put a nice 
new coat of paint on the walls.  Cleaning 
our environments may be one of the 
fastest ways to improve air quality. 
Thanks to Liliam and her hard working 
crew for their exceptional efforts that 
raise the "What's possible" bar, setting a 
new standard for building maintenance. 

********** 
RM is making arrangement with Ted Ice 
from Willis Pooling to initiate proactive 
IAQ inspections at various state sites. 
The goal is to establish a routine method 
of evaluating the IAQ in lieu of only 
responding to complaints. Ted can assist 
with budget development plans to 
address long-term needs and to provide 
recommendations for improving the air 
quality at our state offices. 

SAFETY TRAINING CLASSES 
 

Risk Management Classes 
Contact Don Miller (775) 687-3190 

 
Workplace Evaluation & Management Tools 
Nov 5th ~ Carson City December 4th ~ Las Vegas 

 
Safety Committee Members Training 

Nov 5th ~ Reno 
 

Workplace Violence/Dealing with Difficult People 
November 18th ~ Las Vegas 

 
Managing the Threat of Workplace Violence                   

For Managers & Supervisors 
Oct 15th ~ Reno    Nov 19th ~ Las Vegas 

 
Overview of Workers Comp Issues for Managers 

Nov 6th ~ Carson City Dec 4th ~ Las Vegas 
 

SCATS Classes-Contact (775) 688-1474 
 

November 
Keys to Unlock Workplace Safety 

Defensive Driving Course 
 

December 
Workplace Emergencies and Evacuation 

Ergonomics Awareness 
Workplace Evaluation and Management Tools 

PROPERTY LOSS CONTROL DECISION MAKING 
Presented By 

FM GLOBAL 
 

October 21, 2003 at UNLV-Las Vegas (8:00am to 5:00pm) 
October 23, 2003 in Carson City (8:00am to 5:00pm) 

 
This is a management level course intended for facility managers and fiscal representatives. Attendance to this class and 
implementation of  recommended controls will qualify an  agency for  reductions to  current and  future deductibles  for 
property claims.  



 
 

FOR CONTRACT MONITORS AND MANAGERS 
 

Here are some sample insurance requirements for a variety of types of contracts.  If you cannot find applicable information  
here, contact Katy Mariner at (775) 687-3193.  Look for more in depth information on this subject in future newsletters. 

 

Minimum Requirements For 
Contracts of the following types 

Commercial General   
Liability Auto 

Professional 
Liability Crime Security

      

Alarm Monitoring & Maintenance 2M/1M 500K W W W 

Alarm System Installation 2M/1Mprod/1M 500K W W W 

Alarm System Central Station Service 2M/1M W W W W 

Architect 2M/1M/1M W 1M W W 

Attorney 2M/1M W 1M W W 

Consultant - Examine Records 2M/1M W 1M W W 

Data Conversion (tape to CD) 2M/1M W W W W 

Document Destruction 2M/1M 1M W 10K W 

Door (fire) Replacement 2M/1Mprod/1M 100K W W W 

Electrical Installation & Repairs 2M/2Mprod/1M 500K W W W 

Elevator Maintenance 2M/2Mprod/1M 1M W W W 

Emergency Electrical service 2M/2Mprod/1M 500K W W W 

Exterminator 2M/2Mprod/1M 1M W 10K W 

Fence Installation 2M/2Mprod/1M 500K W W W 

Generator Maintenance 2M/1M 300K W W W 

Glass Replacement 2M/1M 100K W W W 

Grade & Gravel Parking Lot 2M/2Mprod/1M 1M W W W 

HVAC Maintenance & Repair 2M/2MProd/1M 500K W W W 

Interpreter Services 1M/500Kprod/500K 100K W W W 

Janitorial Services 2M/1Mprod/1M 100K W 10K W 

Landscaping 2M/1M 300K W W W 

Lawn & Garden Service 2M/1M 300K W W W 

Lighting Maintenance 2M/1Mprod/1M 500K W W W 

Locksmith 2M/1M 500K W W W 

Manufacture & Install Signs 1M/1Mprod/1M 500K W W W 

Messenger Service 2M/1M 1M W 25K W 

Moving Company (office relocations) 2M/1M 1M W W W 

Painting - Exterior 2M/1M 500K W W W 

Painting (walls & mural) 1M/500Kprod/500K 300K W W W 

Personal Care Attendant W Proof W W W 

Plumbing general & emergency 2M/2Mprod/1M 1M W W W 

Promotional event - KNPR 2M/1M/1M adv, W W W W 

Property Appraisal Service 2M/1M 100K 500K W W 

Purchase & Erect Bronze Statute 1M/1M W W W W 

Remove & Replace Guardrail 2M/1M/1M 100K W W W 

Sign Service 2M/2Mprod/1M 500K W W W 

Snow Removal 200K/100K W W W W 

Software Programming & Support 2M/1M W 1M W W 

Temp Workers 2M/1M 500K W W W 

Tenant Improvements $22K 2M/2Mprod/1M 1M W W W 

Training - material preparation W W W W  

Transcription Service 2M/1M W W W W 

Vending Machine 2M/1Mprod/1M W W W W 

Window Covering Installation 2M/1Mprod/1M W W W W 

      



  
  

  
The Dangers of Generators and Candles During Power Outage The Dangers of Generators and Candles During Power Outage 

  

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission urges consumers to exercise caution when using generators and candles during the 
power outage currently affecting portions of the Northeast.  It offers the following important safety tips: 
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission urges consumers to exercise caution when using generators and candles during the 
power outage currently affecting portions of the Northeast.  It offers the following important safety tips: 
  

*Shut off all unnecessary electrical appliances and equipment* *Shut off all unnecessary electrical appliances and equipment* 
*If you have a portable generator, only run it outdoors with adequate ventilation. Never use a generator indoors/attached garages* *If you have a portable generator, only run it outdoors with adequate ventilation. Never use a generator indoors/attached garages* 
*Plug individual appliances into the generator using heavy duty, outdoor rated cords with a wire gauge adequate for the appliance* *Plug individual appliances into the generator using heavy duty, outdoor rated cords with a wire gauge adequate for the appliance* 

*Make sure that the battery in your smoke detector is fresh. Test the smoke detector to make sure it's working* *Make sure that the battery in your smoke detector is fresh. Test the smoke detector to make sure it's working* 
*Avoid the use of candles if at all possible. Instead use flashlights or glow sticks* *Avoid the use of candles if at all possible. Instead use flashlights or glow sticks* 

  
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or 
death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from 
consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and 
families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to ensure 
the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed 
significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or 
death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from 
consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and 
families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to ensure 
the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed 
significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 
  

Workers’ Comp 
                                                Question of the Quarter: 
 

Are contagious diseases obtained by an employee  
compensable under workers’ compensation? 

 
Yes and no. Certain contagious diseases that we would consider to be blood borne or airborne (HIV, Hepatitis A, B, C and tuberculosis) 
are compensable under certain situations.  NRS § 617.481 states that it is compensable if: 1) it is demonstrated that the employee was 
exposed to the contagious disease during the scope and course of their employment, and; 2) the employee reports the exposure to their 
employer in accordance with the employers’ reporting requirements, and; 3) the employee receives a screening test for the above named 
diseases within 72 hours of the exposure and is negative for the diseases.  Then the physician will schedule subsequent testing at 
periodic times not to exceed one year and if the employee tests positive for one of the diseases, it will be assumed that the disease arose 
out of that exposure. Other contagious diseases, such as, influenza, colds, etc generally are not compensable, under NRS § 617.440.  
The key element in this statute is “it does not come from a hazard to which workmen would have been equally exposed outside of the 
employment”.  This is expanded on in Palmer v. Del Webb’s High Sierra, 108 Nev. 673 (1992).  In this case Palmer was a poker dealer 
at the High Sierra who developed lung disease.   Palmer filed a claim for lung disease alleging that the disease was caused by second-
hand smoke.  The Supreme Court found that environmental smoke (although usually present) wasn’t inherited solely to the casino 
industry and that the employee may be exposed to secondary smoke outside of employment.   Since the disease was not related to the 
nature of the job, it did not arise out of and in the course of employment.  Therefore, it was not compensable.   This Supreme Court 
decision has been the basis for most contagious diseases compensability issue.  Could the person catch the cold as easily from someone 
in the grocery store?    

HOW TO COOL  
             HAY  
 

Summer and 
fall is 
sneezing’ 
season for 
people who   
have hay fever. 
For them, 
Mother Nature 
is sending out 
tiny “guided missiles” in the form of pollen 
grains and mold spores. If you’re a hay fever 
sufferer, it might help to know you’re not 
alone. The National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases estimates that 35 million 
Americans experience upper-respiratory 
allergic reactions to airborne pollen. 
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Trees, grasses, and weeds cause pollen 
allergies, common during spring, summer, and 
fall. Weeds deserve their bad reputation as 
heavy pollen offenders; ragweed is the major 
culprit. Though more than 1,000 species of 
grasses grow in North America, only a few 
produce highly allergenic pollen. Trees that 
produce allergy-causing pollen include oak, 
ash, elm, hickory, pecan, box elder, and 
mountain cedar. But it won’t do much good to 
rid your yard of these offenders; air currents 
carry pollen many miles from its source. Most 
flowers aren’t big allergy producers because 
their pollen grains are large and heavy and are 
more likely to be carried on the backs of bugs 
than by the wind. 
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In cold climates, the season for mold allergies 
is similar to that for pollen allergies but 
extends to late fall. Freezing temperatures and 
snow cover keep the mold population in 
check; however, in warm climates, molds are 
plentiful all year and can cause year-round 
allergies. Like plants, only a small number of 
molds are allergy offenders.  
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          FEVER        FEVER 
  

  
It’s important  to control  hay fever  because if  It’s important  to control  hay fever  because if  
left untreated, complications such as sinus 
infection, sinus headaches, chronic fatigue, 
ear infections, and even asthma may develop.

left untreated, complications such as sinus 
infection, sinus headaches, chronic fatigue, 
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            Be sure and check out our award winning website at: www.risk.state.nv.us            Be sure and check out our award winning website at: www.risk.state.nv.us 
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