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Readers present their questions on any Nevada subject and get the 
answers from David W. Toll, with a little help from his friends. 

Grahame Ross of Silver City writes 
to ask if his community was settled 
before Virginia City. This question has 
a rhetorical quality to it , since Ross is 
proprietor of Silver City 's only remain­
ing saloon and something of a local his­
torian himself. 

However the answer is yes , Silver 
City was settled before Virginia City 
In fact the community had been estab­
lished in the middle 18505 by prospec­
tors moving upcanyon from Johntown , 
well before Virginia City was estab­
lished in the summer of 1859. Silver 
City is locally famous as the locale of 
the discovery of silver by the Grosch 
brothers , who died before they could 
capitalize on their find . 

It is not so well known, however 

Have 
wegol 

a 
numbe __ 

that Silver City is also the site of the 
first shaft-mine on the Comstock . One 
member of a large prospecting party 
from California remembers spending 
18 or 20 days in the summer of 1850 
prospecting the western Utah Territory 
between the Walker River and Devil's 
Gate (on the north end of present-day 
Silver City ): 

"On the 8th of August , 1850, we 
commenced sinking a shaft at Devil's 
Gate ," he recalled more than 30 years 
afterward. "Some gold was found in 
our prospecting trip , but in small quan­
tities . That which was found at Devil's 
Gate was much lighter in comparison 
with its bulk , than what we had mined 
in California , and we did not think it of 
much value." 

for you. _____ ..a;,,;.~~ 
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$12 
SKIER Per night, per person. double occupancy. 

SPECIAL Sunday · Thursday, exclud ing holidays. Valid to April 15. 1980. 

• There are a number of reasons that enhance your stay at the 
Cal Neva Lodge. 1. Miles of trails with plenty of variety within 

minutes of Cal Neva Lodge. 2. Transportation available to and from major ski 
resorts and airports. 3. Spacious rooms with a lakeview of magnificent North 
Lake Tahoe. 4. Free ski movies and clinics nightly hosted by freestyle 
champion, George Galante. 5. Health spa, jacuzzi, and sauna in the hotel. 
6. Live entertainment nightly in the cabaret lounge. 7 Lavish buffets and 
complimentary wine and cheese parties. 8. Disco every night and liberal 
libations in our famous Circle Bar. 9. Banquet and convention facilities . 
Executive seminars. 10.Gaming around·the·clock. 11 . Superb hospitality and 
service, practiced and perfected by our efficient staff. 12. Skiing at its best in 
the migh y Sierras. It all adds up to a skiing experience you'll want to enjoy 
year after year. CALL TOLL FREE (800) 648·4577 or (702) 831·1511 

After the deaths of the Grosch bro­
thers this shaft was rediscovered by 
later miners, and was thought to be the 
source of the brothers' rich silver sam­
ples. "About the first discovery made 
by the locators when they began clean­
ing out the shaft ," Dan De Quille wrote 
in The Big Bonanza , "was the body - a 
sort of a mummy- of a Piute squaw 
who had been murdered some years 
before by members of her tribe , who 
had tumbled her remains into the old 
shaft. " After that the shaft was consid­
ered bad luck , and certainly no silver 
ever came out of it. 

In addition to the first mine shaft , 
Silver City also had the first cyanide 
mill in the state. It is easily recognized 
on the east side of the road at the lower 
end of town by its large iron-strapped 
redwood tanks. The mill was built in 
1895 and operated more or less contin­
uously until 1959 by three generations 
of the Donovan family 

The report on Nevada 's big league 
basebaJJ players has brought us a letter 
from John Pintar a native of McGiJJ, 
Nevada , now of Sacramento. "I believe 
I was the first Nevada-born athlete to 
sign a professional baseball contract ," 
he writes . "I graduated from White 
Pine County High School in 1932, and 
the irony is that there was no baseball 
at high school. 

"I signed my first professional base­
ball contract with the San Francisco 
Missions in 1936 out of the University 
of San Francisco. Brooklyn bought my 
contract from the Dallas Rebels in the 
Texas league in 1940 and in turn I was 
involved in a trade with the St. louis 
Cardinals. I spent a couple of years in 
spring training with the Cardinals and 

(Continued on page 62) 

David W Toll, author of "The 
Compleat Nevada Traveler," is for­
mer editor-publisher of the Gold 
Hill News. Send your inquiries to 
Ask Nevada, Nevada Magazine, 
Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV 
89710. Remember, no question is 
too large or too small. 
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STATE CAPITAL MOVES TOWARD 
UTAH 

• 
ORECON 

The morning paper (August '79) brings the 
good news that no forests are afire in Nevada . I 
was surprised , however , to see that according to 
the AP Carson City has been relocated in the 
eastern part of the state , somewhere in the vicin­
ity of Pioche. Does this mean my bureau is no 
longer needed? Is this why I never hear from you 
anymore? 

Richard Menzies 
Salt Lake ity UT 

No Menzies , don 't panic, of cour e you 're 
needed. Didn 't you notice your name has been 
raised on the masthead?- Ed. 

GOLD HILL NEWS FANS SPEAK 
I could have done without your sample copy 

of Nevada . The magazine is no replacement for 
the Gold Hill ews. The magazine is a slick hype 
job howing the ugly plastic evada. The 

evada I've cared about was more accurately 
and tastefully presented in the newspaper. The 
rest of Nevada , the deserts , the sagebrush , the 
hot springs, the miles of exquisite desolation 
can 't be put on any kind of paper. So just take 
me out of your computer and I'll trek out to the 
east side of Pyramid Lake and up to the Black 
Rock de ert when the spirit moves me and you 
go on selling the rest of the state to others. 

Joann Lee 
Berkeley CA. 

I was puzzled by the appearance of your maga­
zine on my d orstep, as I have no memory of 
ever having ordered it. However, I find it so 
delightful that I will double what I assume to 
have been my initial order and so subscribe for 
two years. 

S. Burgin 
Hutchinson , KS. 

REMEMBERS LAST YEAR 
I think I can comment without prejudice about 

last year's Great evada Picture Hunt as I didn 't 
enter any prints in the contest. 

Not having a copy of that edition in which you 
showed the winners , I am depending on mem­
ory , but can recall my immediate impres ins: 

Referring to the editorial copy on page 56, 
stating the pix must have been made in evada 
and "capture the es ence of evada ," my recol-

lection of the winners is that few if any accom­
plished that goal. and only a verbal statement 
that the pix were indeed made in evada had to 
suffice as compliance with the rules . Pix of 
people , animals , flowers , et al. are not of neces­
sity endemic to Nevada . The missing ingredient 
in most of the pix was "identity ." I don't mean 
that every entry must include the Reno Arch to 
prove the point. The winners were all basically 
good, but I cannot recall even one which clearly 
had been shot in Nevada. 

John McCreary 
Reno, V. 

WE ALL WANT SOMETHING 
Towards the end of July I finally got a copy of 

Nevada Magazine at a Safeway Store on Tono­
pah Street in Las Vegas. Everyplace I'd gone , I 
looked , but none! Plenty of Arizona Highways , 
but no Nevada . 

Lucile Spire Bruner 
Las Vegas , NV. 

Anyone who encounters thi problem should 
call their local magazine distributor. It will 
encourage them to get Nevada on the newsstands 
more quickly.-Ed. 

The answer to tho! question raised by Dick 
Kemp (Letters , Fall) asking why a dock won 't be 
built at elson 's Landing is simple. The ational 
Park Service will not promote it becau e of the 
flood that killed 13 people there in 1974. It's an 
extremely dangerous place. 

Chris Schaller 
arson City NV 

I taught school in Nevada from 1927 to 1933 , 
and just wonder if my struggle to start a new 
school in Deerlodge, evada , in 1927 might be of 
interest to your readers. ow that I am old , it 
seems a great adventure to me, so I am going to 
write it for my own pleasure anyway . 

Veronica M. Elliott 
Georgetown , CO. 

Please send your story; we can 't promise to print 
it but we are interested. - Ed. 

IT'S LOADED 
Compliments and an arm full of red roses for 

you and your entire staff are due for the Fall 79 
issue of Nevada . It is loaded at both ends and in 
the middle with enjoyable reading and things to 
do. 

Tex Walter 
Taft , CA . 

When I heard some of Harry Webb's stories 
will appear in Nevada Magazine I decided to sub­
scribe! 

Amzie Stephens 
ashville , TN. 

I have just subscribed to your magazine 
because I've learned that David T II is a member 
of your staff. How fortunate for you becau e 
David Toll is evada . 

Vincent P. Troccoli 
Eatonville, WA . 

Harry Webb and David Toll are both regular 
contributors to Nevada Magazine. Toll also 
offers a bimonthly column called, "Ask 
Nevada . .. They are both very special ob ervers 
of the Nevada scene. - Ed. 

INTEREST 
That's right, American 
Investors .can offer you 
16% INTEREST on your 
SAVINGS secured by 
short term LOANS on 
appreciating Nevada 
property. Maximize the 
return on your savings. 
Keep ahead of inflation. 
Talk to American Invest­
ors today. 

AN IDEAL 
INVESTMENT 
FOR: 

• INDIVIDUALS 
• TRUSTS 
• PENSION AND 

PROFIT 
SHARING 
PLANS 

AI~ 
AMERICAN 
INVESTORS 

"PEOPLE YOU 
CAN TALK TO" 

347 South Wells Avenue 
Reno, NV 89502 

786-1633 
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GRMI'BANKS 
ARE NOW ONE. 

For nearly a century, First National Bank's 
continued growth and innovative approach to banking 
have made us the first choice among Nevadans. 

But that's history. A new era in Nevada 
banking has arrived . FNB has joined forces with 
Bank of Nevada. 

We proudly welcome the 375 employees from 
Bank of Nevada and know they will be valued and 
integral members of the FNB banking team . We're 
a team of trained and experienced bankers ready 
to assist you with 61 locations . More than any other 

bank in Nevada. And , we 
have more total assets 
$1 .7 bill ion than any other 
bank in the state. 

Plus, we are a member of 
Western Bancorporation , one of the 
nation 's largest banking organizations. 

It all adds up to better service for the 
people and businesses of Nevada. 

So, next time you have business in 
Nevada, call on FNB. Join the First Team. 

AW!:SlER"'8A!\;CORP(,)AAHONBAI\jK ~~"'RtAFOIC 

You and FNB. Partners in Nevada. 



FOX ORTHSTAR 

Tahoe midweek may be the best skiing 
in the world. By Buddy Frank 
and Don Thompson 

Take any national magazine, shell out a 
few thousand for the full-page rate, and 
right across a sea of white space print the 
following: 

"The best place in the world to ski is at 
Lake Tahoe." (Con tinued) 



Slowly the avalanche begins. Your 
box jams with irate mail from Taos to 
Mt. Mansfield. French patriots from 
Chamonix are protesting; the Sun Val­
ley Rat Pack is in revolt and at Alta 
there's pure outrage. And more letters. 
The statistics arrive to expose the 
heresy : vertical drops , chair capacity 
discos-per-skier wind chill charts and 
more. Summarized, "The Sierras are 
okay as long as they remember their 
place." 

Gather up your money and try it 
again , but this time with a condition . 
Not a very big condition , but just a 
little modification that stings the heart 
of the opposition. Start with all caps: 

"MIDWEEK , the best place in the 
world to ski is at Lake Tahoe." Sud­
denly there's a silence that slides down 
Ruthies Run and spreads clear across 
Snowmass. No one's saying a word. 
Nary a grumble from Grenoble. Even 
the diehards at Mammoth Mountain 

_·_~acII W 
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Kids learn fas t becau e they aren 't em bar­
ra ed by mi takes. 
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Flying looks good but it 's for expert only 
(above). Among the benefit of Tahoe 
skiing are the beautiful view fro m the 
slopes (le ft ). 
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act like someone cut the wires at 
Bridgeport. You 've struck a nerve , and 
they know it. Summarized, "Don't say 
anything and maybe no one will 
notice." 

That's exactly the point. No one has 
noticed Tahoe midweek since the 
Olympics left in 1960. Things haven't 
been a total loss. On the weekends , the 
Lake can hold a candle to anyone in 
terms of lift lines and mind-boggling 
moguls . But for years, the chairs have 
run up and down , Monday through 
Friday with only a handful of skiers 
aboard. Skiers with a well-kept secret 
and a smile on their face. 

That secret begins with gaming. It's 
not that crap tables have anything 
magical to do with the slopes. It's that 
here , skiing , quite simply is not the 
top tourist draw . Maybe ahead of 
bingo , but it's certainly behind the 
showgirls and blackjack. Ask any 
casino executive in Reno , and he'll 
swear skiing was invented by the 
chamber of commerce to stop the slots 
from getting rusty in the winter. The 
harder it snows , the slower the dice 

Championship race in the 1979 W orld Cup a t Heavenly Va Jley. 

roll. And the better the odds for the 
Tahoe ski visitor. 

Any successful ski operation else­
where in the country is spelled "Desti­
nation Resort. " You sell the customer a 
package plan and keep him at your 

place for five to seven days. That's 
how they do it at Aspen and Vail and 
Sun Valley It's good business , but it 
can have some drawbacks for the skier. 
First , there are no slow days. The 
crowd remains nearly constant week-

LAKE TAHOE SKI RESORTS 
Rat lOg Rentals Li ft Price 

Vertica l Beg·lnler· Adv Adu lt l hild Adult /Child 
A .... Locahon Phone Feel (Percent) Fu ll Day Fu ll D. y L,ft. Ighl 

Alpine Meadows Hwy 89 916-583-6914 1667 25-35-40 $11 / 8 $15 / 8 13 no 

Boreal Ridge I-SO 916-426-3666 600 20-65-15 58.50/ 5.50 $10/ 5 8 yes 

Granli bakken Ta hoe Ci ty 916-583-4242 250 0-50-50 mbr/ guest mbr/ guest 2 no 

Heavenly Va lley S. Lake Ta hoe 916-541 -1330 4017 25-50-25 $1017 $16110 25 no 
CA / NV 

Ho mewood Hwy 89 916-525-7256 1650 30-50-20 $817 $1 219 we 9 no 

$1017mw 

Kirkwood Hwy 88 209-258-6000 2000 20-40-40 $1017 '$15 / 5 10 no 

No rthSta r Hwy 267 916-562-1111 2200 33-50-17 $11 17 $15 / 9 8 no 

Pa poose Squaw Va lley 250 100-0-0 n l a n l a 2 no 
(Children's Wo rld ) up to age 12 

Powder Bowl Hwy 89 916-583-4373 850 40-50-10 "$8/ 4.75 "$5.75 / 4.75 3 no 

Sierra Ski Ranch Hwy50 916-659-7475 1600 42-45-13 $9/ 9 $11 17 6 no 

Sk i Echo Tahoe Hwy50 916-659-7177 ]450 35-50-15 $8 / 5 58 .50/ 5.50 3 no 

Ski Incli ne Hwy28 702-831-1821 900 30-50-20 $10.50/ 6.50 $14 / 8 7 no 

Ski Reno Hwy27 702-849-0704 1440 40-30-30 $]0/ 6 $1215 7 yes 

Ski Sundown Hwy 88 209-258-8543 1200 20-60-20 '$9/ 6 '$1 017 5 no 

Sq uaw Va lley Hwy 89 916-583-0121 2500 23-50-27 "$9/ 6 $16/ under 12 24 no 
free w / adult 

Sugar Bowl I-SO 916-426-3651 1500 20-30-50 $1017 $1511 0 we 9 yes 

Ta hoe Donner I-SO 916-587-6046 600 50-50-0 $9.50/ 6 $9/ 6 we 3 no 
Ski Bowl $6 / 4 mw 

Ta hoe Ski Bowl Hwy89 916-525-5224 1750 33-50-12 "$7 / 6 • '$8 / 5 .50 we 4 no 

$5.50/ 4 mw 

Tannenbaum Hwy27 702-849-9925 400 50-50-0 $717 '$6 / 3 .50 3 yes 

, ,AND MT, CHARLESTON 
Lee Ca nyon Hwy52 702-870-4778 1000 15-80-5 '$8 $9/ 6 3 no 

, 
- tenta tive; .. - 1978; w - weekend ; mw- midweek . 
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day or weekend. You may not face a 
long Saturday lift line , but by contrast 
there will never be a day when you're 
alone on a run either. There's also the 
problem of what to do in a purely ski 
town when you're not skiing. For 
example, if a storm closes the moun­
tain , or you simply want a rest day off 
the hill , you 're stuck. Prices during the 
winter are at a premium , entertainment 
is geared around the lift schedules , and 
the hardest run of the day is trying to 
fight the crowd at the bar 

Things work differently at Tahoe. 
About mid-October the motels at 
Crystal Bay South Shore and Reno are 
abandoned , left to die in the cold and 
snow by the summer tourists. Their 
survival until May depends on adapt­
ability and gimmicks like Winter 
Rates , Free Nickles, Bonus Coupons 
and the like. Here's a place where the 
skier can pick and choose luxury 
accommodations at a discount. see a 
lounge show using complimentary 
drink tokes and stuff himself with 89' 
Breakfast Specials. A Sierra blizzard 
becomes an opportunity to sample 
Nevada 's 24-hour entertainment. not a 
day stuck in the lodge. 

1 0 

This advantage dips only slightly on 
the weekends when the day-trippers 
from Sacramento and San Francisco fill 
the basin. The people of this area are 
used to crowds; they're geared for peak 
summer periods and they hardly blink 
an eye at mobs that would cripple 
Aspen. 

It's an asset unique to Nevada that 
gives ski resorts on both sides of the 
state line one-up in any comparison. 
To cement the claim as the "World's 
Best" is now as easy as proving the 
slopes are merely equal. Even detrac­
tors will usually concede that point , 
while others think Tahoe could win the 
title on its great skiing alone. 

All the resorts share common assets: 
mild weather and good snowfall. 
When Alex Cushing sold the Inter­
national Olympic Committee on the 
idea of holding the 1960 Games in 
little-known Squaw Valley his con­
vincer was a documented 450 inches of 
snow a year It's snow almost perfect 
for skiing. As the storms roll in from 
the Pacific, they lose a bit of their 
moisture and temperature before they 
slam into the Sierra. This generally 
results in flakes lighter than those in 

the Pacific Northwest, but firmer than 
the head-deep powder at Utah and 
Idaho. The snow compresses well. but 
remains light. "Packed powder" is the 
standard report from November to 
April. The boiler-plate ice of the East 
Coast just doesn't exist here. Com­
bined with an average temperature in 
the 40s and 50s , it's easy to get spoiled. 

The one difficulty in selling Tahoe as 
a single resort destination is that each 
individual area has a distinct personal­
ity There's a smorgasboard of large 
and small resorts and a single tank of 
gas can carry you from overwhelming 
to quaint and back again. It's a variety 
found nowhere else in the world. 

Squaw Valley: When it's right , 
there's none finer Nineteen double 
chairs , two triples , a gondola , a huge 
aerial tram service , and terrain that 
ranges from the terrifyingly steep KT-
22 to the beautifully designed Gold 
Coast bunny area. Squaw however is 
not for the timid. The weekend crowds 
can be burly and despite recent efforts 
to change , the personnel tend to be a 
bit brusque. Still. it's worth the annoy­
ance to find an area that you can 't 
explore fully in a day or even a week. 



It's a place where you can visualize the 
Olympic champions of the past streak­
ing down the Siberia downhill course 
or see the possible medal winners of 
tomorrow running gates on Red Dog. 

Heavenly Valley: The closest thing 
to the European concept of ski travel­
ing . Here you can park your car in Cal­
ifornia and spend the day skiing in 
Nevada . Heavenly is big. Area-wise it 
has no match in the U.S. Although it's 
terribly cliche , photographers find it 
impossible to resist taking a shot or 
two of skiers floating 4,000 feet above 
Tahoe's water. With the tram and base 
lifts virtually rising out of the Stateline 
casinos, Heavenly is apres-ski head­
quarters. And there's also an excellent 
mix of terrain . The lower slopes on the 
California side suffer from a lack of 
altitude , but with good snow Gun­
barrel is the home of the World Cup 
and a flock of hot doggers. On the 
Nevada side of the mountain , it's the 
utmost in intermediate trail skiing. 

Alpine Meadows: Just upstream on 
the Truckee River from Squaw Valley 
is one of the friendliest places to ski . 
Alpine has long suffered in Squaw's 
shadow but in its own way it shines 
bright as a true family resort. You 
might also call it a true local resort. 
Most of the crowd c<;>mes from nearby 
Tahoe City Alpine seems to have won 
the converts who've tried everything 
else. True, it's not a good beginners 
area , but it's excellent for the beginner­
intermediate and offers five lifts for the 
experts. One other delight for the 
advanced skier is that the powder 
always seems better at Alpine. 

Kirkwood: When it snows a foot in 
the Tahoe basin , it snows two feet at 
Kirkwood. No one is quite sure why 
but it always does. If the snow cover is 
marginal , head for Kirkwood. Tucked 
away on U.S. 89, it becomes an adven­
ture , even for the Reno skier. There's a 
different feel here , perhaps because 
most of the crowd comes from Stock­
ton instead of the Bay Area. The resort 
is built around the beginner-inter­
mediate, and this offers a plus for the 
experts: no crowds on the steeper 
slopes. This year it'll be even better as 
Kirkwood is adding four new 
advanced trails. Because of its isola­
tion , the people there seem to try 
harder particularly in the promotion 
department. It's a rare week when 
there isn't a Boogie-in-the-Bumps 
event , an Enduro race or a T-shirt con­
test. 

Northstar: This is the ultimate ego 
area. If you 're an intermediate, you 'll 

feel like an expert. Northstar is one of 
the new concept areas designed around 
a condominium project. It's well 
planned and a new triple chair this sea­
son just makes it better. They do limit 
ticket sales in an attempt to keep the 
skiing uncongested. This is deceiving , 
though, since it's crowded before the 
limit is reached on good weekends. On 
that subject there is some good news. 
The parking lot has been expanded this 
year and should solve earlier problems. 

There are more than a dozen other 
distinctive areas surrounding the Lake, 
a few of them bordering on major 
status: 

Ski Incline: The snow-making proc­
ess has been refined here , and it paid 
off handsomely during the 1976-77 
drought. During normal years , there's 
always a great dusting of new stuff on 
the beginner and intermediate terrain. 
Incline is relaxed , family-oriented and 
very good for beginners. 

Ski Reno: The newest name for the 
on-again off-again marriage of Slide 
Mountain and Mt. Rose resorts . This is 
demanding intermediate-advanced ter­
rain , but if you do well your efforts 
will be noticed. The crowd is mostly 

from Reno and they know their skiing. 
This is also a great place to follow the 
sun in the spring- Slide in the morn­
ing, Rose in the afternoon. 

Sugar Bowl: Just off Interstate 80, 
this is the first stop for the San Fran­
cisco elite. It's a bit dated, but the 
Magic Carpet ride from the parking lot 
to the base lodge is still charming. 
Sugar Bowl is refined skiing with style . 

Borr al Ridge: Boreal won a national 
award for design and management. 
Although it's small , everything is 
handy and done just right. It's strictly 
beginner-intermediate , but often draws 
the hotshots for night skiing. 

Tahoe Ski Bowl: A real sleeper in the 
Sierra . With a new lift servicing the 
upper slopes , this resort takes on a 
whole new dimension . They now have 
some advanced terrain and a view to 
match Heavenly 's. Discover the Ski 
Bowl before everyone else does. 

The list continues down to the 
unique attributes of the smaller Tan­
nenbaums and Granlibakkens, but 
each has something to offer that adds 
up to great skiing at the Lake-skiing 
that's even better if you can get away 
and enjoy it midweek . 0 

The friendly, family place 
to ski. On the uncrowded 
Nevada side of 
Lake Tahoe. 

Here's a well designed area 
with something for everyone. 
With 7 chair lifts and 21 runs, 
you won't be standing in lines 
all day you'll be skiing. 

Ski Incline is especially suited 
to beginners with several 
gentle slopes and an expert ski 
school program. 

And we're conveniently 
located just minutes from 
Incline Village, lodging, dining 
and casino entertainment. 

~SKI 
~INCLINE 
For full information and rates. write: 

Drawer AL, Incline Village, NV 89450 
Office: (702) 831·1821 
Ski Conditions: (702) 831·3211 

- : -
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On the night before Christmas the legendary Nick the Greek had a 
special surprise for 100 Las Vegas families who were down on their luck. 
By Tricia Hurst 

Clt1int Rick 01 the Cltrip 
The other day I had to borrow 20 

cents to make a phone call. As I stood 
in the booth listening to the inter­
minable ring on the other end, I was 
reminded of another such call years 
ago and my first and last introduction 
to Nick the Greek . 

I was doing publicity in one of the 
gambling casinos on the Las Vegas 
Strip, and famous names and faces 
were as familiar to me as the house­
wife's butcher is to her After the thrill 
of rubbing elbows with the stars had 
worn off, I began to look around at the 
rest of Vegas and found there was just 
as much poverty and pain a few min­
utes from the Strip as there is in any 
other town . 

It was nearing Christmas, and I had 
the bright idea of soliciting funds from 
well-lweled hotel owners to make up 
Christmas baskets for needy families . 
In a week's time there was enough 
money for 100 baskets-a great deal of 
it coming from bartenders, cocktail 
waitresses , showgirls and guys who 
worked in the casinos . 

On Christmas Eve friends helped 
load the baskets , filled with the tradi­
tional turkey and trimmings and toys , 
into the casino station wagon . Just as I 
was leaving, the manager handed me a 
"pickup" slip and asked if I'd meet the 
guest who was arriving shortly at the 
airport. 

Meeting and greeting VIPs was part 
of my job, so there was nothing I could 
do but grin , shift into first and head for 
the airport with the baskets bouncing 
all around the car The VIP was one 
Mr Nicholas Dandolos, and he turned 
out to be a heavyset, graying man with 
not a trace of the arrogance and impa­
tience I had encountered so many times 
with my pickup slips. He gave a shy 
smile and extended his hand and 
opened and closed the door for me 
when we got into the wagon . 

I apologized for the crowded condi­
tions and explained I was delivering 
Christmas baskets. As one of them 
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threatened to topple over Mr. D 
placed it in his lap , thoughtfully exam­
ining the contents and rearranging 
them. 

As we neared the casinos, he spoke 
for the first time since we had gotten in 
the car 

"I wonder if you would stop here 
and do me a favor " he said. I pulled 
into the driveway of a rival casino. 

''I'd like you to make a call for me," 
he said . "It's very important you let the 
phone ring 15 times or they won 't 

" answer 
He jotted down a number with a 

short message on a slip of paper and I 
strode into the casino muttering under 
my breath . Polite or not , Mr D 
seemed to be as eccentric and lazy as 
the rest. A couple of minutes more and 
he would have been at my place where 
he could make all the calls he wanted. 
On top of that, I had to use my own 
dime. It never seemed to occur to a big 
spender that a dime was still a dime. 

After dialing and waiting, then 
redialing to be sure, I returned to the 
car and informed my passenger that his 
party had not answered . He thanked 
me, and three blocks later I delivered 
him into the hands of the casino 's door­
man and bellhops. As far as I was con­
cerned , they could make his phone 
calls for him. 

It was almost midnight when I fin­
ished delivering my baskets of Christ­
mas cheer and fell into bed with a sense 
of all 's right with the world and I had 
contributed. 

It was apparent the following morn­
ing that I'd never guessed how much . 

The calls started coming in during 
the night, and by nine in the morning 
the switchboard was jammed. All the 
callers said the same thing. Laughing, 
crying , some were incoherent, and 
none could express what the baskets 
had meant to them: Christmas was not 
Christmas withc,ut a turkey and toys 
for the children. And the hundred dol­
lar bill tucked into each basket was 
truly the star on top of the tree . 

I was stunned, but not too stunned 
to realize I had been gloriously duped . 
Phone call indeed! I rummaged 
through my handbag and dialed the 
number on the slip of paper No one 

answered , but the day after Christmas 
I tried it again , and sure enough , it was 
a Las Vegas bank- a number that not 
only wouldn't answer on a holiday 
but would be closed in the evening as 
well. 

Let it ring 15 times, and I had 
redialed to be sure. Time enough for 
someone to fill a hundred baskets; that 
is , if he were the kind of someone who 
walked around carrying $10,000 in 
hundred dollar bills . 

It didn't take long to ferret out the 
fact that Mr D was the Nick the 
Greek- a legend in the gambling world 
and a name I had heard daily in my six 
months in Vegas. 

Nicholas Andrea Dandolos, alias 
"Nick the Greek ," was born in 1886, 
son of a wealthy Greek merchant , edu­
cated at the best schools , steeped in the 
creeds of Aristotle and Plato. He was 
an acquaintance but never a friend of 
the Al Capones and Legs Diamonds of 
the world- a man who skirted the 
adoration of movie stars with his polite 
but aloof manner and who by his own 
calculations won and lost more than a 
half a billion dollars in his lifetime . 

According to life magazine, as his 
friends figured it, he had distributed $2 
million in day-to-day touches during 
his lifetime, given at least $500,000 to 
charities, sent 28 children of friends to 
college, started 300 men in business 
without profit to himself and paid hos­
pital bills for 600 people. He had been 
quoted as saying, "Money has been 
made a substitute for everything . Even 
character It shouldn't be an ambition. 
I'm sorry we have to use it. It's just a 
stake . " 

He was obviously also a man whose 
one ambition in life , at least for the 
moment , was to avoid me as if I were 
carrying the bubonic plague. After my 
many attempts to contact him by 
phone were unsuccessful, even though 
our bungalows were only yards apart , 
it finally dawned on me that Mr Dan­
dolos did not want his exercise in 
Christianity known . I had been in 
Vegas long enough to learn you don 't 
go around mentioning money and 
especially anyone's source. It wasn 't 
that it was considered vulgar as it 
might be in Boston of Philadelphia; it 

was just, well, you might say 
unhealthy 

Not that Nick the Greek was any­
thing but a gambler and a gentleman . If 
he was going to take $10,000 off his 
income tax as a charitable contribu­
tion, I figured he could break it to the 
government in his own way 

But I still wanted to thank him per­
sonally for a gesture that surpassed my 
craziest dreams. 

I got the chance a week later when I 
received another pickup and delivery 
slip . Mr D was departing. After I 
called for him it didn' t take him long to 
make himself understood. He acted as 
if he had never set eyes on me in his 
life , but I couldn't resist one final 
nudge. 

"By the way Mr D did you ever get 
through on that call you asked me to 
make? I mean to the bank that 's closed 
at night? " 

With not a change of expression, my 
passenger looked me straight in the eye 
and replied , "Now why would an old 
man like myself ask a pretty young 
lady and a very thorough one, I might 
add, like yourself, to run my errands? 
You don' t think I can dial my own 
phone?" 

As we stood at the airport waiting 
for the call to board the plane, Nick 
put out his hand and, hesitating only 
slightly raised it to my head and 
patted me. Then , without a word, he 
strode off. 

Heading for the parking lot , I heard 
my name called and turned to see the 
plane's steward running after me, wav­
ing his arm. 

"The gentleman who just boarded 
the flight asked me to give you this ," he 
said, catching his breath . "He must be 
some kind of a nut or something . He 
tipped me a ten spot to catch you. " 

The steward turned and hurried 
back to the plane, and I looked down 
at the palm of my hand. In it was a 
dime-the correct amount for a phone 
call in those days. 

Nick the Greek was a giant of his 
kind , and on Christmas Day in 1966 he 
died broke. VIPs or not , smart gam­
blers are a funny breed. They always 
pay their debts. Merry Christmas, Mr 
D, and sleep well. 0 
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Mary's taste for whiskey kept her fit, fighting 
mean and a memorable figure in Elko folklore. 

When Mary Larson died at age 87 we 
simply couldn 't believe it. Although 
Mary barely waggled the scales at the 
hundred mark and was as wrinkled as 
a prune , she was rated a well preserved 
woman . Folks said , "Why wouldn 't she 
be well preserved? She's stayed pickled 
all her life! " 

Mary was a kindly soul, but cross 
her and you had a fight on your hands. 
As an old ex-sailor said , "Rile Mary 
and it's a case of batten down the 
hatches and abandon shipl That 
woman would fight a buzzsaw and 
give it a five minute start! " Mary had a 
miraculous capacity for whiskey and 
her chief claim to glory was "When 
Bing Crosby was Elko's Honorary 
Mayor I drank him under the table 
four times! " Many citizens discounted 
this by 50 percent. 

However Mary's yen for liquor 
never seemed to curtail her ability to 
acquire property Aside from her ranch 
down the river she had lots scattered 
all over town , although until recent 
years lots in Elko were on a par with a 
row of post holes in Siberia. 

The last time I saw Mary Larson she 
had just had a veritable axe-fight with 
a rancher by the name of Manuel 
Machado. Something over a cow. 
Mary was working Manuel over with 
an axe handle and Manuel, taking 
umbrage at this , had dropped her with 
a saucer-size rock. She was on the 
highway walking toward Elko , to have 
him arrested, when I came along. 

'Td of shotgunned that Portuguese 
son-of-a-bitch ," she panted, "if I'd had 
ary a shell on the ranch! " 

By the time we reached town she had 
had a change of heart. "Reckon I 
shouldn 't 0 ' fit with him , though , 
'cause it was my fault. " Instead of get­
ting a warrant she got drunk. 

One of the classic stories folks like to 
tell about Mary was an occurrence 
years before. Seems she had bought an 
old house on the south skirts of town 
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and after fixing it up in apple-pie order 
she decided she didn 't like the location 
and, owning a lot about a couple 
blocks away decided to have the 
house moved on it. 

A freighter friend , by the name of 
Reed , happened by with his six mule 
team and Mary wanted him to hitch on 
her house and haul it to the new loca­
tion . Now when Mary wanted some­
thing done she wanted it done 
immediately if not sooner. But Reed 
had another hauling job that day and 
said 'Til move it first thing tomorrow 
Mary " Mary had been hitting the jug 
and being in no mood for delay she 
gave him "a piece of her mind" that 
equalled a bogged-down mule-skin­
ner's cussing. 

Reed knew Mary so well he just 
laughed and went on about his busi­
ness. However he finished his job 
sooner than expected that afternoon 
and decided while he had his six mules 
harnessed he may as well drag Mary's 
house down to that lot. 

When he got to her house he found 
she'd gone on a binge and had passed 
out on a horsehair couch. When he 
couldn't wake her up, no matter how 

i he tried , he jacked the house on his 
skids and hitched on. Thinking all the 
racket would have fetched her alive 
he went in for a final try but no luck. 
Mary was still dead to the world. Not 
wanting the stove pipes on the kitchen 
and heater stoves to fall down while 
moving and ruin everything with soot, 
he took them down . After carrying 
them out and shaking the soot out of 
them he laid them on the little porch by 
his house jacks. 

At the new location he had the house 
jacked up, the skids pulled away and 
was letting the house down on its 
wooden templates when the door flew 
open and Mary came tumbling out yel­
lin at the top of her lusty lungs , "Fire! 
Fire! Where the hell am I! Fire-e-e! " 

There was a fire , alright. Smoke was 

pouring out of every place there was a 
crack. To add to the bedlam the six­
mule team stampeded through town 
for home with the skids wrecking 
everything in their path. Elko's Volun­
teer Fire Department consisted of busi­
nessmen and a hose cart , but the clang 
of the fire bell gathered them on the 
run , but by the time ~hey reached the 
scene flames were belching through the 
roof. In seconds the hose was making 
the cart-reel hum as men ran looking 
for a hydrant. Then it was discovered 
the nearest fire-plug was a full block 
away and there was but a hundred feet 
of hose. 

Mary was cussing everybody as she 
staggered around asking "Who the hell 
set my house afire?" But other ques­
tions were in order and , as the house 
burned, between her and Mr Reed the 
firemen eventually deduced what had 
happened. Mary had woke up and , 
thinking it was morning , decided to 
cook breakfast. As unstable as she was 
she hadn't noticed the missing stove 
pipe but had managed to get wood 
from the box by the kitchen stove. 
After stuffing the fire box full she had 
emptied a gallon of coal oil on the 
wood for a quick fire and lit it. There 
being no stove pipe the enormous 
flame had shot up through the hole 
where the pipe had been , setting the 
ceiling and attic ablaze. 

The aftermath of the situation came 
the next day when Mary was sober and 
friends were advising her to sue Reed 
for the loss. "No ," Mary said, "I can 't 
do that. It wasn't his fault. It was the 
fault of that damn whiskey I must have 
drank a wee too much of. " 

"Well , Mary " the Minister warned, 
"let that be a lesson to you. Never let a 
drop of that Devil's brew pass your lips 
again." 

~ ' Yes, Reverend, you 're right ," Mary 
admitted. "But a little nip now and 
then is the only thing that keeps me 
healthy " 0 

Harry Webb is one of America's best 
known and most widely read Western 
storytellers. He is the sole surviving 
member of the Buffalo Bill Wild West 
Show and a former actor cowboy 
trapper and horsetrader. He began 
writing during his ranching days in 
northeastern Nevada , and scores of his 
stories have been published in many 
Western magazines . 

Today Harry Webb is 91 and lives in 
Southern California . "Horse Sense and 
Nonsense" is part of a series of Harry 's 
favorite Nevada tales . 



"And just as there is a certain sameness to the upland desert landscapes of central Nevada, there is a 
sameness, too, to the histories of settlements established there." David W Toll, from 'The Compleat 
Nevada Traveler," published by University of Nevada Press. 

Gold was first discovered at Jarbidg n ar th Idaho border in 1909. Seventy years later few traces of man remain as the deer 
reclaim the rugged mountain wilderne s. 
Photo by Richard Menzies 
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"A century ago it was different. Gangs of miners, working in round-the-clock shifts, swarmed into 
those mountains to tunnel deep into the hips and ribs and rumps of them and plunder them of silver 
and gold. Those were the glory years, when bustling wagon roads were switchbacks gouged out of 
mountainsides to connect thriving, rawboned cities near the summits with dusty thoroughfares 
scratched across the windy flats below Today only the husks of these cities remain-the few ghosts 
and almost-ghosts that have not vanished utterly" 

A small placer mining camp in 1869, Tu carora be arne p pular nlyaft r silver I des were discovered in 1871. At one tim 
Tuscarora had a population of nearly 4,000. Today ther ar m re grave than p pIe. 
Photo by C. J. Hadley 
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In the 18oos , the burro was often the prospector's only friend . Today pros­
pectors are hard to find while descendants of their trusty burros roam wild 
and free throughout the state of Nevada . 
Photo by Linda Dufurrena 

During the gold rush at the turn of the century inhabi­
tants at Jarbidge numbered 1,500. Today there are a 
handful of permanent residents left in this north Elko 
County town , plus a store , gas pump, bar and post 
office. 
Photo by C. J. Hadley 
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THEOLD 
MORMONFORT 
Now a museum, the old fort has mirrored events 
that have shaped Las Vegas since the Saints 
settled at the meadows in 1855 By Ardis Coffman 
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In the summer of 1855 Mormon mis­
sionaries built a fort in the Las Vegas 
Valley Other white men had passed 
through this oasis they named " the 
meadows ," but the missionaries from 
Deseret were the first to call it home. 

The site they chose for their fort was 
a slight hill overlooking a sparkling 
stream. For the next century and a 
quarter each major change that shaped 
Las Vegas was mirrored in this small 
plot of ground. Its history is , in micro­
cosm , the history of the city 

The 30 missionaries under the lead­
ership of William Bringhurst had a 
dual mission . They were to establish a 
safe way station between the Mormon 
communities of Salt Lake City and San 
Bernardino. Their other assignment 
was to convert the Paiute Indians to 
the church and to teach them agricul ­
ture . 



Las Vegas Creek flowed by the main ranch 
house near the old Mormon fort at the turn 
of the century (left ). The fort is now open 
for tours (right). 

The building of the 150 square foot 
fort, located on today's North Las 
Vegas Boulevard, proved the easier 
part of the job. The nomadic Paiutes 
were willing to eat the food produced, 
but farming did not suit their lifestyle. 
Nor were they inclined to join the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. A few were baptized; member­
ship brought with it food and gifts. But 
most of the independent Paiutes pre­
ferred to live as their ancestors lived. 
They made nightly raids on the missio­
naries' fields; food growing in the val­
ley had , after all , always been theirs 
for the taking. 

It was soon obvious to church lead­
ers that the mission at Bringhurst , as 
they called the outpost, was a failure. 
Not only did the Indians refuse to con­
vert , but there were internal troubles as 
well. The Mormons began lead mining 
at nearby Potosi Mountain and there 
were arguments and jealousy over 
which operation had priority As a 
result of the dispute, Bringhurst was 
"disfellowshipped" from the church 
and forced to leave in disgrace. 

In 1858, only three years after its 
construction , the fort was abandoned. 
Men from the lead mines kept the farm 
going, and a small store and black­
smith shop were maintained for a num­
ber of years to serve those traveling the 
Mormon Road. 

Then along came a miner with a yen 
to be a farmer. His name was Octavius 
Decatur Gass, and from his ledgers and 
household accounts , it is obvious he 
was a genial fellow fond of his home­
made wine. In 1865 Gass and two part­
ners bought out the few homesteaders 
who had settled in the valley during the 
Civil War years. 

Gass repaired the abandoned fort , 
turning sections of it into a blacksmith 
shop and storage sheds. He built a 
ranch house and moved his wife , Vir­
ginia Simpson Gass, and children into 
it. Farm buildings were also con­
structed. 

Wagon trains on the way west 
stopped often at the Gass Ranch , 
where the travelers washed in the 
spring, rested and bought supplies. 
They recorded in their diaries that Mr. 
and Mrs. Gass were hospitable folks 
who sold them the supplies they 
needed at a fair price. 

Rather than attempting to convert 

the Indians to his ways , Gass accom­
modated himself to theirs. He and Vir­
ginia learned the Paiute language and 
their relations with the native Ameri­
cans appear to have been cordial and 
cooperative. About 60 Indians helped 
with the planting , harvesting and other 
ranch chores. They were paid in food 
and clothing. 

After about 15 years of farming 
what Gass called Los Vegas Rancho , 

bad crop years forced him to mortgage 
the 800 acre ranch . When he was 
unable to pay back the loan , the prop­
erty was taken over by Archibald 
Stewart in 1882. The price was $6,478. 

But Stewart, unlike Gass , was not 
popular with his neighbors . About two 
years after moving to the ranch , he 
became embroiled in a feud with an 
employee at the next ranch , which was 
owned by Conrad Kiel. The cause of 

LAS VEGAS CULTURAL & HISTORIC TOURS 
Cultural Focus offers a glimpse of 

the side of Las Vegas that is often 
overlooked by providing guided 
tours of the area's art museums , the­
aters , university campus and 
restored historical sites. 

Four such cultural and historic 
tours are offered at the present time 
to convention and local groups of 30 
or more. The choices are: 

A tour of the Old Mormon Fort, 
Kyle Ranch , the Strip, and Glitter 
Gulch. Then groups visit the West­
side Art Community and the Las 
Vegas Museum. Cost is $11 per per­
son , which includes museum fees 
and refreshments. 

Subject to production , schedules , 
an evening tour takes in perform­
ances at the University of evada 
Las Vegas , the Meadows Playhouse , 
Reed Whipple Center or the Char­
leston Heights Arts Center Cost is 
$28.60 per person including dinner 
and theater tickets. 

A visit to Lake Mead's visitor cen­
ter an art walk through Boulder 
City and a stop at the Desert 
Research Institute for demonstra­
tions on solar energy . After lunch at 
historic Casino Pass , the group 
tours the Southern Nevada 
Museum. Cost is $19.80 including 
lunch and entrance fees . 

A trip though colorful Red Rock 
Canyon to Spring Mountain Ranch 
State Park for a tour of the pioneer 
ranch whose former owners include 
Lum of "Lum and Abner " Vera 
Krupp and Howard Hughes. Cost is 
$16.50; a box lunch is served. 

On request tours can also be 
arranged to educational facilities, 
news media , art galleries and other 
sites of interest to specific groups. 
For information contact Jeanne 
Clark at Cultural Focus , 749 Veter­
ans Memorial Drive , Las Vegas, 
89101 , 702-382-7198. 
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the feud and the details of the shooting 
are lost in time , but the most likely ver­
sion is that Stewart went to the Kiel 
Ranch one day with the intention of 
settling a score with a man named 
Henry There was a shoot out and 
Stewart was the loser. Kiel was away 
from home at the time of the gunfight. 
When he returned he sent Helen Stew­
art a note: "Your husband is here dead . 
Come take him away " 

The widow drove her buckboard 
across the desert to get the body She 
found her husband lying where he fell 
with a blanket thrown over him. 
Throughout her life , she insisted his 
injuries indicated that more than one 
man was involved in the killing . 

No trial was held since it was ruled 
that Henry had acted in self-defense. 
The impression comes down the years 
that there was little sorrow over Stew­
art's demise. 

Helen Stewart stayed on at the 
ranch , and with the help of a foreman 
to take care of the heavy work , she 
turned the place into a kind of early 
West spa. Trees planted by Gass grew 
to towering heights . There was a 
stream for bathing and relief from the 
summer heat , and Mrs. Stewart was 

said to lay a fine table. 
The era of the covered wagon drew 

to a close as the Pacific Coast was con­
nected with the rest of the country by 
railroad lines. One was the next owner 
of the ranch- the San Pedro , Los 
Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad , later 
the Union Pacific. 

Las Vegas was born on May 15 , 
1905 , when areas of the ranch were 
sold as Clark's Townsite. Another part 
of the property was a division point 
and a resort for travelers. The creek 
was dammed to create a swimming 
pool for the town. 'The Plunge" was a 
life saver in those summer days before 
air conditioning when the desert tem­
peratures hit 115 degrees. 

Then , one day came the news that a 
great dam was to be built on the Colo­
rado River some 30 miles away Engi­
neers arrived looking for a place to use 
as a laboratory for testing concrete. 
They needed a building that could be 
kept cool since they were working with 
combustibles. The remaining piece of 
the old Mormon fort , a crumbling but 
well insulated adobe structure , seemed 
ideal. In 1929, the engineers moved in , 
renovated the building , installed gov­
ernment issue windows and doors , 

LIVE SATELLITE TO 
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HOME 
TELEVISION 

For further 
information on the 
"Super Signal" 
please contact: 

Satellite 
Television 
Systems 

p. O. Box 11249 
Reno, Nevada 

89510 
(702) 786-86f6 

What is the Super Signal? 

Unlimited programming, starting with hundreds 
of movies, over 1300 live sporting events yearly 
and select children 's programming, plus much 
much more. 
No matter where you live, you can receive all 
this, direct via satellite while relaxing in your 
own home, ranch, estate, resort or villa. 
Imagine four prime movie channels with Home 
Box Office (HBO), Showtime, Star Channel and 
Home Theater Network to choose from. Plus 5 
independent "Super" stations from rJew York, 
Atlanta, Chicago and more, all featuring spec­
tacular movies and sporting events. Three 
channels devoted to sports, including profes­
sional and collegiate football & basketball , plus 
baseball , hockey, boxing, horse racing and many 
other live sporting events. 

and , of course , a flagpole. 
The mobs of workers on the dam 

gave rise to a new industry gambling. 
The city grew. The old fort was tucked 
away under the hill hidden by the huge 
Elm trees; the future was bright, the 
past forgotten. Few visitors to the pal­
aces of glitter gulch suspected Las 
Vegas had a history . 

If not for the Daughters of the Utah 
Pioneers , the old fort would have been 
torn down many times over. The ranch 
buildings had long ago given way to an 
Elk's Club. 

But in recent years , Las Vegas began 
to grow up as well as out. Other citi­
zens joined the Daughters of the Utah 
Pioneers in efforts to preserve and 
develop the historic site at Washington 
Avenue and Las Vegas Boulevard. The 
City of Las Vegas bought the land from 
the Elks in 1971. In 1976, thanks to a 
Bicentennial grant , the building was 
stabilized and opened to the public. 

Today the museum in the old fort is 
open 9 a. m. to 4 p. m. Tuesday through 
Sunday A guide is available to inter­
pret history for visitors and show a 
variety of antiques housed there. 

The fort is also a stop on the Allied 
Arts Council's Cultural Tours. 0 

For the children, there is Calliope and Nickel­
odeon, two special channels featuring the 
award-winning series of special entertaining 
and informative films, plus features such as 
"Pinwheel" for your preschoolers. 

Three independent religious programming chan­
nels bringing 24 hours of spiritual teachings 
and prayer. From the U.S. House of Repre­
sentatives in Washington D.C., watch live 
broadcasts of your Congressmen at work. 
You can have all this, when you order your own 
earth station from Satellite Television Systems. 



For my money 
give me a bank 

that takes the 
hassle out of 

banking. 

At Nevada National we've made banking easier than 
ever, with 24-hour banking services most everywhere 
you go in Nevada. It'll handle most all your regular 
banking (ten popular services) anytime, day or night, 
at your convenience. Need cash in the evening, long 
after all other banks are closed? You got it! Want to 
make a loan payment or deposit on the weekend, to 
avoid standing in line at the bank? It's a snap. 

When you bank at Nevada National you can use 24-
hour banking at any office offering the service, 
whether you bank at that particular office or not. 

24-hour banking, it takes the hassle out of banking. 
And it's easy. Come in and ask for a demonstration. 

I"'B}~ 
Nationiil Bank 

We're out 
to serve 

you better, 
we want your business. 

Beltran: Basque Sheepman of the 
American West 
by Beltran Paris , as told to William Douglass 

vail able December, 1979 $10.00 

As a youth raised on a tiny farm in the Pyrenees 
Mountains of France, Beltran Paris lived a life of almost 
unceasing work and few expectations. As he was to recall 
in later years , "Somehow, I thought I could do better:' 

It was this motivation that prompted him to join the 
many hundreds of young Basques in similar s traits who 
made the momentous decision to emigrate to the American 
West where they began a pattern of experiences which 
typified the Basque sheepherder early in this century. 

But Beltran was not satisfied to remain a sheepherder or 
a camptender, and eventually he built a successful livestock 
operation which today extends over three evada counties. 

Universitv of Nevada Press 
Reno, NV 89557 • (702) 784-6573 
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When he hitchhiked into Silver City in 1946, 
he vowed, "Staab, you're going to ride out of this 
town in a Cadillac!" By Jim Crandall 

PAT STAAB, 
Comstock saloonkeeper 

Six grizzled bikers roar down 
Spooner Summit , race through Carson 
City and head east on Hiway SO. A 
cloud of exhaust fumes bil10ws out 
behind them. A wave of menace sends 
rabbits scurrying in their wake. 
Springs groan and tires scream as the 
swarm leans left hard, turning onto 
Hiway 17 and heading for Virginia 
City 

They swoop up the hil1 into the 
sleepy little town of Silver City and 
descend like vultures on the Golden 
Gate Bar Dismounting , they clamber 
noisfty into the dark narrow bar. The 
odor of sweat, grease and gasoline 
sickens the air. The local patrons slip 
quietly out the back door. 

The gang scrutinizes the wrinkled, 
grey haired man behind the bar. They 
order drinks and make themselves at 
home. Ashtrays shatter as they hit the 
floor . Mock fights send pictures flying 
from the wal1s. Fal1en barstools splin­
ter under pounding black leather 
boots. 

The mirror behind the bar explodes 
from a thrown beer bottle. Shards of 
broken glass rain down on the quiet 
bartender. The bikers laugh and order 
more drinks. 

But instead of drinks , the little man 
whips a 12-gauge double-barreled shot­
gun out from under the bar. He runs 
past the bikers and out the door to 
their gleaming Harley -Davidson 
motorcycles. Blam! Blam! Two of the 
bikes sink down in the ass-end , tires 
shattered. 

The stocky little man slips two more 
cartridges in the chamber spreads his 
feet apart , and waits. 

The six bikers slink out of the bar 
ease onto their motorcycles , start them 
up and limp out of town. 
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Pat Staab is a man to be reckoned 
with . He was in the Marines in World 
War I and the Army in World War II. 
And between the wars he spent 15 
years keeping cutthroats and murder­
ers honest as a prison guard at San 
Quentin. So when the bikers pul1ed up 
to his bar that spring day in 1956, 
Staab was ready 

You never knew what to expect 
when you entered Staab's bar He wore 
a perpetual scowl, accentuated by 
bristling upturned eyebrows over­
shadowing fiery bright blue eyes. 
You'd get the cold shoulder at first. 
Then , after a sideways scrutiny you 

Pat Staab in 1947 outside Golden Gate 
Saloon where he entertained tourists with 
dummies and "baby rattlers. " 

might get a drink. If you were lucky 
you'd get to quench your thirst in 
peace, but this happened rarely 

He'd start out on you about the sissy 
drink you ordered. Your hair is too 
long. Your great-great-grandfather 
came on the wrong boat. You 're ready 
to jump over the bar and throttle this 
guy but then he turns his head to one 
side , winks , and cracks a joke. Sud­
denly you 're laughing , and Staab has 
done it again. 

Staab's reign at the Golden Gate 
started on a whim in 1946. He'd seen 
an ad in the San Francisco Chronicle 
saying that half-interest in a Nevada 
bar was for sale. "I figured it was a 
pretty good bet because I'd heard the 
price of gold and silver was going up," 
says Staab. "I took the Southern 
Pacific to Reno , the bus to Carson and 
I hitchhiked up to Silver City " 

Staab found himself in a ghost town. 
Although a few of the scattered hil1side 
houses were wel1 kept , most were tee­
tering on the edge of col1apse , their 
paint long gone with the winds. Rusted 
mining equipment lay in random 
heaps , silent testimony to the bustling 
gold rush days long gone. "I said to 
myself, 'Now Staab , you 're gonna ride 
out of this town in a Cadillac! ' " 

In the midst of the town's silent thor­
oughfare sat the Golden Gate Bar. 
Staab gave the sagging building the 
once over and decided to buy in. Half­
owner Betty Crux was also a new­
comer to the town. Staab bought 
Betty 's disil1usioned partner out and 
three months later he and Betty were 
married. With Staab at the helm the 
two of them made a go of running a 
bar in a ghost town. 

And the going was tough through 
the late 40's and 50's. By the time the 
"Bonanza" series became a prime time 
T V hit , the handful of remaining min­
ing operations were nailing up 
"Closed" signs. One by one the Con 
Chol1ar Donovan's Mill , and Dayton 
Consolidated had shut down. 

The three other bars in Si lver were 
feeling the pinch too , and one at a time 
they closed their doors . But not Staab . 
He pooled al1 his resources , squared his 
shoulders and started to work. He cut 
down the trees in front of the bar and 
set his traps for the tourists on their 
way up to Virginia City to see Hoss 
and Little Joe. 

A big black box appeared next to his 
front door which proclaimed in bold 
red letters , "BABY RA TILERS. " Many 
a car would come to a screeching halt . 
Whole families would walk up shyly 



with the father holding back his troop 
while he peered down through the wire 6 
mesh boxtop. But instead of writhing ~ 
diamondback rattlers with fangs @ 
dripping venom , he'd see pink , yellow <J> 

blue and red baby rattles , the age old ~ 
pacifier of tiny tots. ~ 

"I also had a homemade horse in the ~ 
bar and a burro outside," says Staab. ;2 
"And a stuffed man sitting on a rocking Ll 

chair on the porch. Must have been a 
million pictures taken of that old 
dummy " Staab had another little gim­
mick. He wired a loudspeaker to the 
front of his bar so he could ball out the 
tourists whenever he felt like it. 

Staab and Betty would work like 
crazy through the summer months. 
"Twenty-seven hours a day nine days 
a week," as Staab would say But in the 
winter months when things slowed 
down Staab kept boredom at bay with 
a few town projects. 

Prowling around Silver one day he 
peeked through the ancient doors of 
the old Silver City Fire House. A 
couple of broken down hose carts were 
all that remained , so Staab decided to 
revive the fire department. 

"About the only thing the people in 
town would do if there was a fire was 
pull out the old carts and watch what­
ever was on fire burn to the ground ," 
says Staab. "I bought an old 1929 
Chevrolet fire truck from the junkyard 
in Virginia City stole some fire hose 
from the Carson Fire Department , and 
put a new floor down in the old fire 
house. " Staab become chief and crew 
of the Silver City Fire Department. 

"About the only time I went to a fire 
was when the Cat Family 's house burnt 
down ," says Staab. "I called them the 
'Cat Family ' because they had 128 cats , 
and I know they was eatin' them cats. 
All the food they ever bought was cat 
food . 

"And one of the guys was a little 
Canadian , had a hell of a pension. He 
was what you call a 're-check man . A 
re-check man is out of England or Can­
ada and they 're the black sheep of a 
rich family The family sends them 
away and sends them a big check every 
month to keep them away 

"Anyway when their house caught 
on fire I knew it was a torch job. They 
had moved all their furniture out the 
day before. So I got the old fire truck 
out and drove on up there. I asked the 
lady if all the people were out and she 
said they were. Well , I seen what the 
score was , so I backed the truck up and 
fixed it so nobody cou ld start it. 

"And the joint burnt down . So we 

Staab and a friendly guest at the bar in 1966. 

got rid of them Cat People. " 
By the 1960's when Staab had settled 

into a routine in Silver the hippies 
started showing up. They bought or 
rented some of the teetering old build­
ings , braced them up and moved in . 
Before long Staab was in the midst of a 
town filled with youthful enthusiasm. 
Painters , writers , metal sculptors , 
actors , theologians and geologists 
flocked to the bar 

"I didn 't like the long hairs at first ," 
says Staab. "But then I got smart. Now 
these tourists , you layout a red carpet 
to get their buck , see. But those kids , 
that was another story They 'd come 
into the bar with their long hair and 
bare feet, but they'd reach way down 
in their old torn up blue jeans and pull 
out hundred dollar bills! 

"I said to myself 'Hey Staab , you 're 
on the wrong side here.' So I got rid of 
the red carpet and kept the kids. I used 
to wash their money and set it on the 
back bar to dry just for a joke. But I 
never made a dime till the kids started 
showing up. " 

Besides making money off the 
"kids ," Staab and Betty made a lot of 
close friends . Staab , born in 1900, was 
getting older He and Betty treated the 
newcomers like adopted children. On 
Christmas and Thanksgiving the new 
locals would walk into the bar to find a 
complete turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings sitting in front of them with 
no charge , rare for Staab . In fact , his 
gruff veneer seemed to be weakening. 

He would even loan money out , "But 
only this once , and you'd better have it 
back by Friday " was his lame excuse. 

Staab grew comfortable in his role as 
town father and he would have stayed 
in that position for the rest of his life , 
but in 1971 his world came crashing 
down around him. Betty died . 

"Hard times didn 't affect me much , 
I'm pretty broad shouldered ," says 
Staab. "But when Betty died I went 
kind of haywire." Staab went through 
a deep depression for months. He 
started drinking heavily He wrecked 
his car. He put the Golden Gate up for 
sale. 

"The kids took pretty good care of 
me through all that ," says Staab. "I 
was in pretty bad shape. " Staab made 
it through the calamity although 
staying in Silver was still too much for 
him to bear He sold the bar to Gra­
hame Ross in 1973 . 

Staab decided to make a new life for 
himself. He re-married his first wife , 
Maybelle Parce , but says the marriage 
was a mistake. "I put her in the ground 
a year ago ," says Staab. 

Staab finally settled down in 
Gravois Mills , Missouri. He met his 
current wife Gracie at a bowling alley 
there , but brought her out to Carson to 
get married and up to the Golden Gate 
for the reception . Nowadays Staab 
spends most of his time fishing , or tak­
ing care of his boat , or polishing his 
pride and joy the big black Cadillac 
that he drove out of Silver City 0 
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How to heat your home with a wood-burning stove. By John R. Packer 

As we approach the 
1980s-what might be 
called the decade of dimin­
ishing expectations-the 
American family is spend­
ing more and more for 
home heating. Renewable 
resources such as solar 
wind, hydroelectric and 
nuclear energy will be 
developed to ease our ad­
diction to oil. 

The Franklin stove, in 
fact , was the answer to the 
country's first energy crisis. 
In Ben Franklin's Philadel­
phia, people were used to 
going out and gathering 
wood for their fireplaces. 
But as the city became more 
crowded, they had to rely 
more on wood dealers­
and on conserving their 
wood supplies. Ben Frank­
lin's stove offered a com­
pact heating compartment 
that could be placed in the 
center of a room, getting 
more heat for less wood 
(and less money). 

Heating with wood, one 
renewable fuel resource not 
part of any federal pro­
gram, is being revived in a 
rapidly increasing number 
of American homes. In the 
past five years, the manu­
facture of wood burning 
stoves in the U. S. has 
increased sixteen fold . 
Everything from the small, one room parlor stove to 
wood-fired furnaces capable of heating large, multi-leveled 
houses, are being installed at such a rate that stove makers 
cannot keep up with the demand. More than a million 
homes in the U.S. are now either partially or totally wood 
heated. 

There are a wide variety of ways to burn wood. The 
standard home fireplace may be aesthetically pleasing, but 
90 percent of the heat from those dancing flames never 
enters the room . And, if the central heat is on while the 
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hearth is blazing, that 
expensive forced air will be 
carried past your browning 
marshmallows, into the 
flames, and right up the 
chimney 

The fireplace can be 
made more efficient by 
installing steel box inserts 
or C-shaped tubular grates 
which draw cool air from 
the bottom, direct it by con­
vection around the fire, and 
force the heated air back 
into the room. But to effec­
tively heat a home with 
wood, a variety of the "air­
tight" wood stove or heater 
is what you want. 

The airtight or controlled 
draft type wood burning 
stove is available in an 
array of models , from a 
multitude of manufac­
turers. Depending upon its 
size and design, an airtight 
can heat between 4,000 and 
25 ,000 cubic feet of space­
one room or several. The 
guiding principles of these 
stoves are the control and 
direction of the air flow for 
a slow efficient burn , and 
maintaining a high firebox 
temperature for the most 
complete possible combus­
tion. Stove makers will add 
their own unique features , 
often patented, such as flow 
baffles, secondary cham­

bers, pre-heating airways, bi-metallic coil thermostats, 
firebrick lining, intruding flues and more , all for the cause 
of making their wood stoves "the world's most efficient. " 

Choosing a Stove 

When sallying forth into the ever-burgeoning and highly 
competitive stove marketplace, the buyer is wise to think 
out most of his needs beforehand. Will wood be your pri­
mary heat source or merely a back-up? Are you heating 
one room or an entire house? Is the design pleasing , i.e. 



can you live with a hot metallic box in 
your front room? 

What is the stove made of? Good 
steel will heat quickly and withstand 
high temperatures, but cast iron holds 
a fire longer If you choose iron , a new 
stove should first be "seasoned" with 
small fires to prevent cracking. Domes­
tically built stoves are superior to for­
eign imports; stoves cast in Taiwan 
have been known to crack with even 
the slightest bump or jolt . Finally is 
the retailer really knowledgeable about 
wood heating, or could he as easily be 
selling vacuum cleaners? 

Fisher, Nordic , Ashley Schrader 
-Buffalo, JotuL Riteway All Nighter 
Orley's, and Earth Stove, to name but 
a few all manufacture sturdy efficient 
models. Be wary of salesmen who deni­
grate competing models and claim 
exact efficiency percentages or heating 
capabilities for their stoves . The effi­
ciency of any good stove depends upon 
the characteristics of the space being 
heated, climatic conditions, type of 
fueL and the operator's skill. 

Good used stoves can still be found 
at flea markets , garage sales, and in the 
classified ads. If you should find one, 
check for burned-out linings, cracked 
iron, crumbling welds, ill-fitting doors , 
vents and ash pans, and instability 
from warping, mishandling or poor 
manufacture. A flashlight is an indis­
pensable tool for ascertaining the 
worth of a used stove. 

Installation 

If you are not handy with carpenter's 
tools , installation of a wood stove is 
best left to a professional. State and 
federal building codes are strict about 
the installation of chimneys and stove­
pipes. Thousands of stove-related 
house fires are reported each year in 
the U.S . A radiating stove, one which 
transmits energy directly from its metal 
surfaces, should stand several feet from 
the nearest wall. A circulating stove 
has an outer steel jacket and heats by 
convection: cool air is drawn in at the 
bottom, heated between the firebox 
and the jacket, then released to the 
room through vents in the stove's top 
and sides. A circulating stove's outer 
surface never gets "red hot ," and may 
be installed closer to a wall. It is also a 
safer stove if you have small children 
(or large drunks) in your home. 

An existing chimney can be adapted 
easily to accommodate a wood stove . 
Or, if stovepipe is used , it must be run 
through the wall - not the ceiling or 
roof- and triple-wall pipe should be 

run through a thimble or steel spacer 
box in the wall. Eight-inch firebrick 
around the pipe at the wall exit is an 
acceptable alternative to a thimble. 
Probably the safest way to vent smoke 
is with a steel stove chimney but it's 
very expensive too. Again, be sure to 
consult , or hire , a professional when it 
comes to installing your stove. 

How a Cord Stacks Up 

Once your wood stove is safely 
installed, and you're prepared to do 
your part in bringing OPEC to its 
knees, the trickiest part of the oper­
ation begins- getting wood . You can 
either buy cordwood from a dealer or 
head out into the woods and cut it 
yourself. 

Most dealers sell wood by the cord , 
a quantity consisting of 128 cubic feet 
of fuel. When it is well stowed and 
stacked so that "a rat can run through 
but the cat can't follow " a cord meas­
ures 4 by 4 by 8 feet. If your wood is 
delivered in a standard pick-up truck , 
you won't be getting a full cord in one 
load alone . If your dealer piles the 
wood in a crisscross or self-bracing 
fashion, the resulting 4 by 4 by 8 foot 
stack could be as much as thirty per-

Wood stoves have their own looks and per­
sonalities, but efficiency usually depends 
on the care of the owner. 

Woodsman Packer splits another pile of 
Sierra pine, a strenuous but low-cost way 
to stay warm when winter zephyrs blow. 

cent short of a cord. Most dealers don' t 
stack their deliveries , so it's important 
to stack it yourself as soon as possible. 
Then , if it doesn't "cord-out" as prom­
ised, have a little talk with your sup­
plier Take a friend or two with you . 
But the best way to avoid being 
cheated , and it is an all too frequent 
occurrence, is to buy from an estab­
lished local wood dealer 

The price of cordwood is based upon 
three factors : type of wood , avail­
ability and the time of year Because 
they burn the slowest and provide the 
most available heat , hardwoods such 
as oak, locust, maple and ash are the 
most expensive, costing between $95 
and $130 per cord. The price also indi­
cates the sad fact that stands of hard­
woods are scarce in the state of 
Nevada. A friend who lives on Mar­
tha 's Vineyard, where hardwoods 
abound, pays $45 for a cord of oak. 
Delivered and stacked. 

Conifers and all other evergreen 
trees are softwoods. Split cords of soft­
wood can be purchased for $60 to $80. 
Fir or pine will always be much 
cheaper than oak or locust, but keep in 
mind that one cord of Live Oak will 
produce as much heat as two cords of 
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FIREPLACE 

OWNERS 

Co nvert yo ur fi re place into 
an efficient heater dramatically 
cutting wood con umption 
while enjoying the fi re through 
double pane gla doors with 
the 

~ 
AI&TIT£® 

HOME 
EATEI. 

• Hea stee l co n truction 

• Ea y loading a nd lighting 

• Draft control regulator 

• Double gla door 

• Hea t exchanger 

• Thermo taticall 

co ntrolled blowers 

• Burn olid fuel 

• Hea t during power 

outage 

• Deco rati e without 

protruding o n the hearth 

• a y in talla tion 

Who says money doesn't 
grow on trees? 

For free brochure, wrile or call: 

Tolotti Manufacturing, Inc. 
670 Dunn Circle 

Sparks, Nevada 89431 
702-359-5661 
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Jeffrey Pine . Wood prices are at thei r 
lowest from spring to early summer 
When the buds of May are blooming 
and people begin working on their first 
tan , wood sales drop off dramatically 
and cord prices will often be reduced as 
much as 25 percent. 

Installing a wood stove to conserve 
energy and then spending more 
money on wood than you would fo r 
heating oil or gas seems rather silly 
But an efficient stove , properly oper­
ated , will reduce heating costs over the 
long run , in spite of rising cordwood 
prices. 

Cutting Your O wn 
Cutting your own will maximize the 

money saving aspects of a wood heated 
household . Surprisingly the Sage­
brush State has a wide variety of trees 
suitable for fuel wood . Singleleaf 
Pinyon and Desert Juniper thrive 
throughout the state . Aspen , Cotton­
wood , and Locust grow in the canyons 
and ranchlands, and numerous species 
of evergreens abound on the eastern 
Sierra slopes. 

Most of the land where these forests 
grow are managed by agencies of the 
federal government. The U. S. Forest 
Service allows the cutting, in desig­
nated areas, of up to five cords per per­
son of dead or down wood. Free 
permits may be obtained at any Forest 
Service office, or call the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture for information on 
free wood sites in your area . 

The Bureau of Land Management 
charges $3 per cord , with a 10 cord 
limit , for permits to cut wood on lands 
controlled by them . BLM cutting areas 
are usually more accessible than those 
controlled by the Forest Service and 
can be reached in a standard pick-up . 
But some of the roads are so rutted and 
rocky that even a four-wheel drive 
truck will take a severe beating. Both 
agencies have strict regulations con­
cerning the use of chain saws, and a 
fire extinguisher and long handled 
shovel must be kept within reach at the 
cutting site . 

Landowners often allow cutting on 
their property in order to clear the 
land. Power companies cut thousands 
of trees each year and the remaining 
wood can be obtained by individuals 
with permission. Land fills and dumps 
are good sources of scrap wood and 
stumps. As winter approaches and 
"wood fever" sets in , you 'll be sur­
prised how much burnable material 
has escaped notice. 

Cutting your own wood hard , 

dirty work . But when the winter 
storms howl about your home, it can 
be very satisfying to know that your 
family is warm and cozy because you 
worked hard for a few days in the fall. 

Heating with wood will not stop the 
flow of windowed envelopes into the 
mailbox . But with the advent of more 
efficient wood stoves, it is surely an 
idea whose time has returned . 0 

NEVADA STOVE STORES 
ole: evada 's area code j 702. 

RENO 
C & M Enterprises-1oo2 5 Wells Ave . . 786-
7222. 9-5 Tues.-Sal. Fisher stoves. Metalb tos. 
stovepipe . prefab hearths and fireplace in crts. 
Owner Mary Anne and Jack Healy . 
Commercial Hardware Co. -5oo E 4th . 329-
0231 . 8-5 :30 Mon .-Fri. . 9-5 Sal. Schrader. Ash­
ley Franklin . comfort heaters . parlor stoves and 
box heater . Pipe . ingle wall and insulated . fir -
place set . asbesto material . installation kits . 
Fireplace Distributor of evada - 125 Wood­
land Ave .. 747-1346. 8-5 Mon .-Fri . 9-1 Sal. 
Earth Stove . AII-Nighter . American Home 
Heater. Majestic. Crest . Triumph and Franklin . 
Stovepipe . both single wall and insulated. 
Install and delivers in Reno area . Owner Larry 
Lundgren . 
Kelley'S Kountry Antiques- 11450 5 Virginia 
51. 825-3223 . 10-5 daily . Antiqu p t belly 
stoves: Round Oak . Home Radiant . Rival 
Oxford. Montgomery Ward . completely 
restored . ready for hookup. Owner J hnny Kel­
ley . 
Orley's Custom Wood Stoves- 1207 Calif rnia 
Ave. 322-8604 . 9-6 Mon .-Fri .. 9-5 Sal. Orley's 
custom stoves. Furnishe all pipe . hearths and 
backs. Owners Orley and Marsha Milligan . 
Overland Construction Co. - 4330 San Gabriel 
Drive . 825-4871 . 9-6 Mon. -Sal. Full line of wood 
burning stoves. tovepipe and aCEes ries . 
Installs stoves and firepla e . Owner Denny 
Waite and Earl Barb y. 
The Cinder Box- 1041 S Virginia . 323-0700. 
9:30-6 Mon. -Fri. 9:30-4 Sal. Acm . Earth . 
Fisher . Regional. Timberline. Heat King. Woods­
man . Quaker Fire View . Contemp rary and 
Stanley . Stovepipe . baking oven . bellow and 
grat s. In tallation . Owners Jerry and Sher Har­
din . 
Zee' Supply- 403 Dermody Way next to Har­
rah 's Auto Collection . 359-9575. 9-5 Mon .-Sal. 
Hurrica ne. Heat & Glow and Preway . omplete 
installation ; supplies oak . pine and fir wood . 
also cultured tone and veneer. Owner Don 
Zolezzi. 

SPARKS 
Fire & Floor Shop- 55 Freeport Blvd . . 358-3410. 
8-7 Mon .-Fri. . noon-6 Sal. Sun . by appoint ­
menl. Schrader. ontemporary . Manager J sica 
Reed. 
Glass Mountain Blo k- 355 reg 51. 358- 1200. 
8-5 Mon .-Sal. ordi . Fisher Yod II and o ther . 
Stovepipe . accessori s . installation and ma nry 
ervices. 

Tolotti Mfg., Inc. - 670 Dunn ircle . 359-5661. 



7:30-5 Mon .-Fri. Tolotti Stoves . converts fire­
places int wood burning stoves. Coal grate . 
ash dumps. Owner Greg Tolotti . 

CARSON CITY 
Carson Tahoe Fireplace Distributors- 328 Fair­
view Dr .. 883-7043 . 9-5 Mon .-Sat. . 9-7 Thur . 
Earth Stove. Fisher. Frontier. Fire-View Maim . 
Preway Heatilator. Superior. Majestic and Chi­
nook. Fireplace tools . screens. and glassfyre 
inserts. Complete installation . Owners Ted Fin­
kler and Art Maffei . 
Chas-C-Meek-lbr-Co. - 2869 N Carson . 882-
5555. 8-5 Mon .-Fri. . 8-noon Sat. Heat King . 
Earth Stove . Acme. fireplace inserts. Stovepipe . 
caps . flashings . support systems. Representative 
Marvin Coulson . 

Eureka in the winter of ·Sl. Many mining towns literally stripped surrounding hill of 
anything that would burn . 

Glass Mountain Block-long's Shopping Cen­
ter. Hwy 50. Nordic. Fisher. Yodell and many 
others. Stovepipe . accessories . installation . 
M C Manufacturing- 5551 Highway 50 East . 
883-6773 . 8-5 Mon .-Sat. Elco Fireplace . steel unit 
custom mad to fit existing fireplace . Complete 
installation . Owner Merrit Olmstead. 
Meyers Hardware-202 N Carson . 882-1317. 
8-5:30 Mon .-Sat. . 9-3 Sun . Earth Stove. Franklin 
and Ashley. Owner ladd Furlong. 
Schrader Stoves of Nevada-4750 Highway 50 
East . 882-8685 . 9-5 Mon .-Fri . . 10-4 Sat. Schrader 
stoves . 10 models and sizes. Stovepipe . chimney 
systems . woodholders . fireplace tools and flue 
brushes. Owner Marion Van Horne. 

LAS VEGAS 
Major Distributors Inc.-3744 W Mead Ave .. 
876-1294. 8-5 Mon.-Fri . Majestic. Narco . 

Temco . Heat & Glow . Metal-Fab . Installation 
available. Manager Joe Durcan . 
Mr. Phillips Hearth & Home Accessories- 1155 
E Sahara . 732-3134. 9-6 Mon .-Sat. Fisher and 
Earth Stoves. Grates. coal buckets. flue cleaners. 
installation kits . Owner Phillip Van Deventer. 
The Fireplace Shop- 3620 W Sahara . 876-9773. 
10-6 Mon .-Sat. Timberline. Franklin. parlor 
stoves . fireplaces. Stovepipe and accessories. 
Installation available. Owners Steve Tuggle and 
Dick Pruitt. 

BA TILE MOUNTAIN 
Royal Hardware- Highway 40 East . 635-2422. 
7-6 Mon .-Fri . 7-5 Sat. Fi her stoves. Stovepipe. 
hearth . grates . brushes. coal shovels . coal hod . 
complete kits . Free delivery . Owner Steve Sel­
din . 

THE SHRPE Df THE fUTU~E 
in heme heating. 

CALIENTE 
Gottfredson's Dept. Store- 179 Clover St .. 726-
3]62. 9-6 Mon .-Sat. Huntsman . Fisher and 
Atlanta stoves. Chimney kits . stovepipe . triple 
wall . grates . screens . stove boards . installation 
kits. Free delivery . Owners Kevin Phillip and 
Wes Holt. 

ELKO 
Builder's Mart- 33] ] lth St. . 738-8454 . 8-5:30 
Mon .-Sat. Nordic and Fisher. Triple wall pipe . 
grates . glass fronts and screens. Free in-town 
delivery. Manager Frank Aguirre. 
[Iko County Farm Supply- 147 Commercial St. . 
738-4055. 8-5 :30 Mon .-Fri. 8-4 Sat. Earth Stove 
and Ashley can order others. Free delivery . 
Owner Bob Secrest. 

NORDI~ 5TOVE 
NORDIC'S double wall heat collector 

runs along the back and bottom of the stove 
to deliver fan-blown heat through upper 

and lower vents to the entire room, especially 
to the floor where it's most needed. The 

NORDIC is available in 4 decorator colors, in 
addition to black, and combines a unique 
hexagonal design that compliments both 

traditional and contemporary decor . See 
your dealer, or Glass Mountain Block, 

exclusive distributors for NORDIC STOVE. 

lSI * GLASS .. MOUNTAIN 
* BLOCK 

355 Greg St. 
Sparks, NV 89431 
(702) 358-1200 

2540 Highway 50 East 
Carson City, NV 89701 
(702) 883-6645 

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 8-5 
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H & J House of Fireplaces- I042 Commercial 
St. , 738-5935. 1-5 Tu s .-Sat. entenniaL Heat 
King , Fisher, All ighter , Maim and Parlor 
stoves. Rock stovepipe , bellows , brooms , grates. 
Installation . Deliver within 100 miles. Manager 
Mark ewman . 

ELY 
Bath Lumber Co. - 189 W . Aultman St. 289-
3083 . 8-5 Mon .-Sat. Earth Stove, Maim , Majes­
tic and Miller. In ulated stovepipe , glass doors , 
screens , hearth , brick , grates , fireplace tools. 
Owners Tom and Jim Bath . 
Buck's Supply Co. - 2143 Aultman St. 289-
2110. 8-5 Mon .-Fri ., 8-12 Sat. Fire View and 
Wood man . Insulated stovepipe , chimney kits , 
fireplace tools , glass doors and blower kits. 
Delivers in Ely . Owner Ron Baker. 
The Stove Shop- 914 A venue L, 289-4500. On 
call , business operated out of home. Fisher and 
Bicentennial, everything for in tallation. Free 
delivery . Owners Ed and Linda Wright. 

FALLON 
Nevada Home Improvement- 2040 Reno Hwy. , 
423-3456. 8-5:30 Mon .-Sat. , 9-3 Sun . Schrader 
Suburban , Timberline fireplace ins rt s and Heat­
ilator. Metalbestos , stovepipe and dampers. 
Owner Bob An otegui. 

GARDNERVILLE 
The Fire Place Etc. - 1421 Industrial Way 782-
7151. 9-5 Mon .-Fri ., 9-12 Sat. Heat King . Fisher, 

hinook , Wood man , Superior, ordic and 
many others. Everything for installation . 
Owners Len and icki ampbell. 

Wellsville ~00~D 'fD)~I. rn(8)f4,) 
Polished Qt)U~~liI. lli01.',Ul.)~\1i> 

By the late 18oos, wood 
and coal burning stoves 

had reached a high tate of the 
art. They not only cooked the meals but 
also made large kitchens the center of 
activity in cold months and places to 
avoid in the summer. A first quality 
stove like thi range from the Montgom ­
ery Ward catalog sold for $25. 

WE'LL HELP YOU DO IT RIGHT! 
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DISTRIBUTOR OF 
SCHRADER, 
ASHLEY and 
CAST IRON STOVES 

Commercial Hardware leads the 
way in ENERGY SAVINGS ... 

ALSO: FIREPLACE TOOLS, 
STOVE PI PE and 
INSULATING PRODUCTS 
Asbestos/ Furnace Cement/ 
Pipe Wrap 

SHOP WHERE THE 
COMPLETE PACKAGE IS AVAILABLE. 

500 East 4th Street 
RENO 
329-0231 
Store Hours: 
8:00 to 5:30 Mon. thru Sat. 
subject to stock on hand 



GOLDFIELD 
o & G Enterprises-Chevron station on Main 
Street days . 485-6387 eve. Orley 's custom made 
stoves. Owners Donald Shrider and Milton Grif­
fin. 

LOVELOCK 
Pitt Mill & Elevator Co.-1210 Cornell St. . 273-
2687. 8-5 Mon .-Sat. Nordic stove. Stovepipe. 
roof flashing . spark arrestor and hearth stones. 
Installation available. Manager Bud Hockemier. 

MINDEN 
All Energy Design-1547 Railroad Ave .. 782-
5442 or 882-8229. 8:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. . 10-5 Sat. 
Schrader and Glow Master. Stovepipe . double 
wall pipe. black pipe. baker ovens. Installation 
availabl~ . Owner Kelly Kjelstrom . 

PIOCHE 
Pioche Mercantile-68 Main St. . 962-5849. 8-6 
Mon.-Sat. Fisher stoves. Stovepipe . dampers . 
Delivery within 30 mi le radiu . Owners Tom 
Brown and J rome Sears. 

STATELINE 
The Fire Place Etc.-298 Kingsbury Grade . 588-
4581. 9-5 Mon .-Fri. . 9-12 Sat. Heat King. Blaze 
King . Fisher . Temco . Earth Stove . Acme . Chi­
n ok . Nordic and many others. Black stovepipe. 
gla sfyre d or. Everything for installation. 
Owners Len and icki Campbell. 
Schrader Wood Stove -290 Kingsbury Grad . 
588-4159. 9-5 Mon .-Sat. Schrader stove. 20 
m dels including free standing. fireplace adapt­
ers. inserts and mobile home approved mod Is . 
Owner Jim Fosdick. 

WINNEMUCCA 
Reliable Ace Hardware-931 W . Winnemucca 
Blvd. 623-2670. 8-7 Mon .-Sat. 9-5 Sun. Fisher 
stoves. Stovepipe . chimneys and fireplace tool. 
Complete kits . 

YERINGTON 
Copeland Lumber-302 S. Main St. 8-5 Mon .­
Sat. Schrader stoves. Stovepipe . dampers . log 
holders . fireplace tools . complete chimney pack­
age. Free delivery. Manager Jerry Homestead . 
Valley Building Materials-702 S. Main St.. 463-
3777. 7-6 Mon.-Sat. Earth Stove. Fisher and or­
dic. Metalbestos chimneys. stovepipe. asb tos 
wall lining. Complete kits . Fr e delivery. Owner 
Romeo Rosaschi . 

NEVADA STOVE MAKERS 
ordic Stove Mfg. Inc. - Rt. 1 Box 94. Lovelock . 
V 89419. Two model . orseman and Valmun . 

Total wood burning . features a blower . outsid 
air source. Basic design steel hexagon shape. 
Schrader Stoves of evada- 5551 Hwy . 50 Ea t. 
Car on City . V 89701 . Three stove styles in 10 
sizes. plus a kitchen wood range and two type of 
fireplace inserts. Airtight. Basic design are rec­
tangular . tapered side and a two-level top. 
Tolo tti Mfg. Co. -670 Dunn Circle. Spark. V 
89431 . Makes fireplace insert that can be altered 
to accommodate mo t fireplace sizes. Pre erves 
esthetics of fireplace . with control burn and little 
ash buildup. Rectangular shape with glass door . 
Sales on premi es. 7:30-5 Mon .-Fri. . 359-5661. 

- Co mpiled by Betty Govorchin 

The new Fisher Fireplace Insert: 
Now you can have your fireplace 
and heat with It too. 
Make the most of your 
fireplace with Fisher 's 
newest wood stove. 

merica'~ be\t-known "ood 
~to\e company ha~ devdoped 
a newto\e that fits inside 
your fireplace . The Fis her 
Fireplace I nscrt gi\e~ you all 
the plea~ures of a fireplace 
with remar!.ably improved 
efficiency. The altracti\e Insert 
ma!.es for more Ih ing in your 
li\ ing room and add~ a touch 
of beauty to your home . Best 
of all. it can sa\ e you money 
on your heating bills. 

\' hen you thin!. about home 
impro\emenu,. think about 
what you've been paying to 
heat your home . then make 
)' our fireplace \\or!. for you. not 
again~t you. i it your author­
i/cd Fi~"(!,. 510\"('s dealer for 
more i nformat ion on t he Fisher 
Fireplace Insert or any of thc 
famou~ Fisher Wood Sto\e~. 

ai lable rom 

C & M enterprises 
1002 o. We ll s ve. 

9502 
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--
LAS VEGAS 

ALADDIN 
736-0111 
Loretta Lynn . 11 /6-19 
Anne Murray-Frank Gorshin . 
11 / 20-1 213 
Gladys Knight &< The Pips . 12/ 4-16 
Lola Falana-David Steinberg . 
12127-112 

CAESARS PALACE 
731-7431 
Ann-Margret . thru 11 17 
Frank Sinatra . 11 / 8-14 
Cher. 11 11 5-28 
Tom Jones . 11 / 29-12/5 
Andy Williams-Henry Mancini . 
1216-19 

CIRCUS CIRCUS 
734-0410 
Round the World Circus Acts 

DESERT INN 
733-4444 
Glen Campbell-Lonnie Shorr. 
thru 11 / 5 
Tony Bennett-Joan Rivers . 11 /6-19 
Steve &< Eydie. 11 / 20-12/ 3 

DUNES 
737-4110 
Casino de Paris '79 

FLAMINGO HILTON 
733-3111 
Razzle Dazzle 

FOUR QUEENS 
385-4011 
Garfin Gathering . thru 11 / 24 
Gary &< The Jones Girl. 11 / 26-12/ 22 

FRONTIER 
734-0110 
Lola Fdlana-Foster Brooks. 11 ] -7 
Roy Clark . 11 8-21 
Mel Tillis. 11 / 22-12119 
Tony Bennett-Joan River . 12126-31 

HAOENDA 
739-8911 
Ice Fantasy 
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HOLIDAY CASINO 
732-2411 
Wild World of Burle que 

LANDMARK 
733-1110 
Redd Foxx . indf. 

LAS VEGAS HILTON 
732-5111 
Lib race-Andre McArdle . thru 11 11 9 
Paul Anka . 11 / 20-1 213 
Bill Cosby . 12/ 4-18 
Paul Anka . 12/ 27-117 

MARINA 
731-1500 
Bare Touch of Vegas 

MAXIM 
731-4300 
Old Tyme Burlesque 

MGM GRAND HOTEL. LAS VEGAS 
739-4567 
Ziegfeld Theater: 
Halleluja Hollywood 
Celebrity Room: 
Rich Little-Susan Anton . thru 11 17 

--
-

Donna Summer. 11 / 8-14 
Dean Martin . 11 /1 5-21 
Engelbert . 11 / 22-28 
Mac Davis. 11 / 29-12/15 

RIVIERA 
734-5110 
Ben Vereen . 11 / 9-21 
Tony Orlando-Rita Moreno. 
11 / 22-1215 
Bobby Vinton-Milton Berle. 
12/ 26-119 

SAHARA 
73~4242 

Charo-David Brenner. thru 1111 
Johnny Carson . 11 / 2-3 
Jerry Lewis-Diahann Carroll . dinner. 
11 / 4-14 
Buddy Hackett-Peter Mar hall . 
midnight . 11 / 4-14 
Don Rickles-Glenn Smith . 11115-28 
Dom DeLuise . 11 / 29-12/5 
Flip Wilson . 1216-12 
Tenn see Ernie Ford. 12/13-19 
Buddy Hackett. 12127-31 

SANDS 
73~2916 

Wayne ewton . thru 1211 5 
Wayne ewton . 12/ 27-31 
Tommy Dorsey Orchestra . 12131 

SILVER BIRD 
73~4111 

Linda Bailey-Spectacle. thru 11 11 8 
Paul Christopher-Spectacle . 11 /19-25 
Paul Christoper-Aureus. 11 / 26-12116 

SILVER SLIPPER 
734-1212 
Boylesque &< Morris as Elvis 

STARDUST 
732-6325 
Lido de Paris '79 

TROPICANA 
739-2411 
Folies Bergere '79 

UNION PLAZA 
386-2444 
"Too Many for the B d ." 
Virginia Mayo. comedy 
Mickey Finn Show 

--

LAKE TAHOE 

CAL-NEVA LODGE 
831-1511 
Tony Austin Trio. thru 11 /30 

HARRAH'S LAKE TAHOE 
329-4422 
Bill Cosby-Jack Jones. thru 11 / 8 
Sammy Davis. Jr . . 11 / 22-12/ 2 
Steve Martin . 12/ 3-5 
Sammy Davis. Jr .. 1216-13 
Melissa Manchester. 12/14-17 
Tony Orlando . 12126-1 11 

HARVEY'S 
588-2411 
Frankie Fanelli . Sun Spots . Kenny 
Laursen . 11 /1-11 
Esquires. 11 /1-21 
Zella Lehr. 11 / 12-12/ 2 
Jerry Sun Show. 11 /13-12/ 3 
The Links . 11119-12/ 2 
Big Tiny Little . 11 / 26-12/1 6 
Motifs . 12111-23 
Mi les Sherman . 12118-1 / 2 
Jose Luis . 12/ 24-1 / 6 

-





Desert moonlight in a sea of sand. Photos by Tracy Knauer 

~nades of Fire 
The Valley of Fire is one of those places where everyday 

rules of color space and time seem slightly bent and out­
dated. Distances are difficult to judge in the canyons and 
mountains that rumble off into the horizon . Colors and 
shadows play in the light as the sun sweeps the valley 
painting reds , grays and yellows across its rugged canvas. 

The colors and moods we see are owed largely to a long­
ago desert age. Winds piled a sea of sand in Southern 
Nevada 140 million years ago. Later the dunes re-emerged 
in great blocks of sandstone to be carved once again by 
water and wind. 
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The dazzling shades of red , purple and pink in the valley 
are the result of groundwater leaching oxidized iron in the 
sandstone. It's the same effect that one sees in Red Rock 
Canyon west of Las Vegas and at Zion in Southern Utah. 
At the Valley of Fire brilliant red is the dominant hue in 
canyons like the one near Mouse's Tank (above ), and 
mixes with white in vistas like that of Fire Canyon (right ). 

Each daybreak the sun goes to work. Primroses close 
their petals and birds zing along the washes in morning 
song. And some figure etched in a nearby ridge blinks and 
raises a brow as the rocks awaken . 





Robert "Bobo" Sheehan of Reno is a guy with a funny name 
and a serious reputation as a college and U.S. Olympic ski coach. 
By Buddy Frank 

Bobo the starmaker 

The ski shop on Wells Avenue in 
Reno had only been open a few hours 
this August following its annual four­
month closure . A customer wandered 
in, told the clerk he wanted to buy 
some equ ipment and asked to see 
"Bobo. " It was music to Robert Shee­
han's ea rs. Music tha t grew to a sym­
phony when he added the clicking of 
the cash register ringing off a $600 sale . 

"It gets better every year " he 
admits. "I didn' t even know that fel­
low but he knew me. It's my silly nick­
name. You gotta have a gimmick to sell 
skis, and I can tell you there just aren 't 
tha t many guys named Bobo." 

He says it with a chuckle and a smile 
that seems to leap off his perpetually 
tanned face. That sly look of delight , 
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together with his silver-white hair and 
diminutive stature , make it easy to 
imagine Sheehan spending his summers 
on some remote mounta in top with a 
band of elves making skis and boots . 
He does little to dispell the image. For 
the last five years, his radio advertise­
ments have featured a 2000-year-old 
man who swears Bobo taught him to 
ski on the Pyramids. The name and the 
ads have combined to make him one of 
the best known ski figures in orthern 

evada ." ot bad for a kid from Ver­
mont, " he laughs. 

Sheehan is quick to let the jokes die 
when it comes to business. He says that 
a ski salesman today has to be part 
skier part technician and part coun­
selor "I usually have a customer tryon 

boots first ; that way I can talk to him , 
find out his abilities , where he skis and 
something about his personality " He 
believes that a ski shop can live or die 
on its "chair-side" manner while buck­
ling up boots . "It's really important to 
find out the details . I'll sell a beginner 
'expert equipment' if I know he's a 
gifted athlete. But if you did that with 
an average customer he'd never learn 
to ski . And more important, he'd never 
come back. " 

"In those days if you were 
a ski racer, everyone 
thought it was because you 
couldn't get a job . " 

He has little trouble selling the phi­
losophy to the staff at his Reno Ski 
Shop. Most of them are part of the 
family "We're a close knit group, and 
it all goes pretty smoothly " Sheehan 
says with an obvious hint of deep 
pride. His two eldest sons, Butch and 
Jack , were both Junior ational ski 
champions. The third , Steve, pio­
neered hang gliding in the Reno area . 
And his daughter Patty gave up a 
promising ski racing career concen­
trated on golf, and finished second in 
this year's U.S . Amateur Open . When 
Patty takes a break from selling sweat­
ers in the shop to swing her club , 
Bobo becomes a one-man press corps. 
He calls the TV stations and news­
papers on a regular basis with her latest 
scores. "Doesn't hurt the 01 ' ski shop to 
have a Sheehan in the headlines ." 

His wife Leslie also practices her own 
bra nd of public relations . From her 
post behind the store cash register she 
often overhears a customer or two siz­
ing up her husband as an old guy who 
probably doesn't know anything about 
skiing . She's quick to interrupt. ''I'll 
have you know he was the ski coach at 
Middlebury College for 22 years and 
was the head coach of the U.S. Olym­
pic ski team. " 



That usually comes as a surprise to 
Nevadans, but it's common knowledge 
on the East Coast where Sheehan spent 
40 years building a reputation. "I 
started skiing in 1928. There wasn't 
anything else to do during Vermont 
winters. " At that time there were only 
a handful of lifts in the country and he 
concedes that "we weren't very good 
skiers , but we were great climbers. " 

Despite his protestations, Sheehan 
developed into a good competitive 
skier and excelled at baseball and foot­
ball. However his peak athletic years 
were interrupted by World War II and 
a stint as a dive bomber pilot in the 
Pacific. Afterwards he used the GI Bill 
to complete his education at Middle­
bury and landed a coaching job with 
his alma mater upon graduation . It was 
during Bobo's reign that Middlebury 
along with Dartmouth and Denver 
began to dominate collegiate skiing. 
The sport was king in Europe, but it 
had yet to make its mark in the States. 

When Toni Sailer won three Olym­
pic gold medals in Cortina , Italy in 
1956, he became an international hero . 
Sheehan reminisces that it was differ­
ent over here. 'They thought we were 
bums," he says. "In those days if you 

were a ski racer everyone thought it 
was because you couldn't get a job." 

He began to believe it himself after 
being named U.S. Alpine coach for the 
'56 Games . In Italy that year , the Euro­
pean competitors had the best gear 
team uniforms, coaching contingents 
and every skier was a local celebrity 
By contrast , Sheehan and his team 
arrived on the slopes wearing Levis 
with a $5-a-week allowance. "I was the 
whole coaching staff, in charge of get­
ting train tickets , hotel rooms,. laundry 
and everything. After seeing those 
Europeans, it didn 't take us long to fig­
ure out that, as far as skiing goes , 
America just wasn't with it. " 

Today we've seemingly caught up , 
but the former coach admits that 
there's been a price to pay "It's a full 
time job for these kids , and I'm not 
sure if they really have any fun at it ," 
he says. "We used to be able to forget it 
in the summer and just relax , but now 
they train year-round . It's tough. " He 
says that coaching, too , has changed 
drastically and doubts that he could 
run a team now "We used to tell the 
kids things that weren't necessarily 
true. Things based on our own per­
sonal experience. But today there's sci-

entific tests . There's a book on each 
athlete and how to train him . I just 
don't think I'd be good at that sort of 
thing. " 

Sheehan's success came from his 
ability to relate to his skiers . At a race , 
where other coaches maintained a 
fierce competitive rivalry Bobo would 
cheer on everyone, friend or foe . He 
once took off his own ski and gave it to 
a Dartmouth man to finish a race. 
And, it was his popularity with the 
members of the '56 Olympic squad that 
landed him the job in Cortina . "Coach­
ing," he says, "is a matter of individual 
attention, taking the time to get to 
know the skier " 

It's a Sheehan trademark that he 
brought to Nevada when he opened his 
first ski shop here in 1969. "You've got 
to take time with each customer I 
don't care if it takes two hours and the 
guy doesn't buy a thing. At least 
you 've spent the time and that fellow 
will be back- and maybe bring his 
friends. " 

He says it's the only way he can stay 
in business, and stay in Reno. "Best 
place I ever found where I can have 
great skiing and still play golf all year 
long." 0 

Per-cent 
daily interest on 
passbook savings. 
Paid and 
compounded 
quarterly. 

Great ideas make a great bank. 

SECURITY 
NATIONAL 
BANK OF ~:~~F~~ 
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Saga of the 
Hangtown Turkeys 
H nry Hooker' friend thought h wa crazy to 
driv a h rd of turk y over th Si rra ju t 0 

N vadan could hay a prop r holiday dinn r. 
By B nni N wton 
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In the isolated settlements of the 
early West , it took a minor miracle to 
put turkey on the table at Thanksgiv­
ing and Christmastime. Long before 
the days of truck lines and refrigerated 
boxcars, transporting the birds was an 
arduous business. When fall came, 
country drovers herded turkeys by the 
thousands to markets and railheads 
sometimes hundreds of miles away 

o gobblers ever made a more epic 
journey than the Hangtown turkeys 
that trudged across the snow-covered 
Sierra evada one year 0 the people 
of Carson City could have a proper 
holiday dinner And no turkey trail 
boss ever faced a more dramatic stam­
pede than Henry Clay Hooker 

It happened in the 1860s when Hang­
town , now known as Placerville, was a 
prosperous mountain town in the 
Mother Lode. Hooker was an enter­
prising young man making his fortune 
in the hardware business, but he 
dreamed of becoming a rancher Even 
though his mercantile business was 
thriving, he traded in livestock and at 
times drove cattle from California to 
Nevada. 

Then a disastrous fire in Hangtown's 
business district in 1866 wiped out 



Hooker's hardware store, his home and 
his entire stock of merchandise. He car­
ried no insurance. The bank couldn't 
afford to give him a loan, so he was left 
with less than a thousand dollars in 
cash. 

It seemed that Hooker's dreams were 
literally in ashes , but he was not the 
sort to give up easily Hooker born in 
1828 in Hinsdale, New Hampshire , was 
of sturdy Yankee stock. The only one 
in his family not to go to college, he left 
Hinsdale to make his own way In the 
Eldorado County pioneer community 
his reputation was that of a man of 
sterling quality kindly and humorous, 
yet also proud and ambitious. 

While Hooker was wondering how 
to obtain enough capital to support his 
family and go into business again , he 
noticed the large flocks of turkeys 
being raised by Hangtown farmers. 
And he got an idea. In Carson City on 
the other side of the Sierra, there were 
no turkeys. He knew there were many 
men working the rich Comstock Lode 
nearby who were hungry for a change 
from bacon and sourdough and who 
would pay almost any price for the 
uncommon pleasure of a turkey din­
ner 

Hooker decided to risk everything 
on the project. He purchased a flock of 
500 birds for $1.50 each. He ignored 
the jeers of miners and fellow mer­
chants, who said the fire had caused 
the respectable businessman to become 
"touched in the head," and prepared 
for a winter drive of almost 100 miles 
across the Sierra. Preparations in­
cluded prodding the turkeys through 
warm tar then through sand to give 
them protective "shoes" for the long 

walk over snow-covered rocks. 
For assistance, he brought along one 

other man and two dogs. Taking a sim­
ilar route as another Sierra pioneer the 
courageous Snowshoe Thompson, 
Hooker drove his turkeys east toward 
the Lake Tahoe summit. 

The journey was slow and exas­
perating because the cranky birds 
could neither be hurried nor con­
trolled. Any excitement sent them off 
in a flurry of beating wings , and then it 
took hours to lure them back into line 
with a trail of corn. But slowly slowly 
Hooker and his winged herd did pro­
gress. 

As Hooker headed his noisy proces­
sion across the mountain tops , they 
lost the trail. Suddenly the entire flock 
arrived at a precarious ledge. With 
footing scarce and a drop of several 
hundred feet before them , the turkeys 
milled and gobbled in confusion . The 
hounds , trying to turn the gobbling 
birds so they would skirt the ledge, 
began nipping at the turkeys' tails and 
barking orders . But the dogs pressed 
too hard. The prize herd moved all 
right- right off into the wild blue yon­
der. Before Hooker could halt the 
stampede , his precious flock had flown 
away 

One of his fortunes had gone up in 
smoke. ow another had taken wing. 
Hooker wrote later of that despairing 
moment: "I thought, 'Goodbye tur­
keys!' My finances were at a low ebb. 
Now my only earthly possession was 
lost. " 

There was nothing the dazed, heart­
sick turkey herder could do but slowly 
make his way down the summit. Near 
the bottom, however Hooker heard a 
welcome sound: a gobble , then another 
and another Most of the turkeys were 
sitting peacefully on the ground, wait­
ing patiently for their leader! The 
remaining members of the maverick 
aerial squadron were scattered in 
nearby brush . They were easily 
rounded up with a little corn and 
encouragemen t. 

Triumphantly Henry Hooker led his 
flock on to its fate in Carson City 
Free-spending citizens of Nevada 's cap­
ital eagerly paid $5 a head for the tur­
keys. He had recouped his fortunes. 

From the sale of his turkey flock , 
Hooker became owner of Sierra Bonita 
Ranch, today the oldest continuously 
operated ranch in Arizona. And scores 
of turkey fanciers in Nevada's dusty 
towns and camps enjoyed the exotic 
taste of Sierra gobbler on Christmas 
Day 1866. 0 
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100 HOUDAY SEASON EVENTS 
& CELEBRATIONS 

JUDY BAYLEY SUPER SEASON 
When the Judy Bayley Theatre opened on the UNL V 

campus in 1972, the event was hailed as the beginning of a new 
cultural era in Las Vegas. The French farce "A Flea in Her Ear" 
was the premier; seven years and some 40 productions later 
the theater has established a national reputation with its stage 
setting and award winning troupes. 

The Bayley began as a dream project of several university 
administrators and professors. One was long-time theater arts 
professor Dr. Jerry Crawford. 

"When I came to the university in ]962," Crawford recalls, 
" the fine arts complex was a low priority item. In 1965 the idea 
reached a turning point when President David Moyer, Paul 
Harris , dean of fine arts , and I teamed up to push the fine arts 
c mplex to the top of the Ii t." 

That year Las Vegas businessman Wing Fong began to raise 
money for the theater. Donations came in from community 
leaders and others who hungered for a cultural outlet in the 
city. 

But the most generous donation came from Judy Bayley the 
theater's namesake. As owner and operator of the Hacienda 
Hotel on the Strip, Bayley was known as the "First Lady of 
Gambling in Las Vegas. " By cultural and charitable groups in 
Southern Nevada , she was also known as a great philanthro­
pist. It was her contribution of $65 ,000 that helped begin con­
struction . Bayley was on hand for the ground breaking 
October 19, 1970, but, sadly didn 't live to see the theater 
open two years later. 

The 600-seat Bayley Theatre is known for its benefit to 
both players and audiences. The hou e was designed so the 
playgoer can hear and see well from any seat in the h use ; the 
acoustics are outstanding. The stage can do several trick 
moves , creating an elevated platform or an orchestra pit in a 
single flourish. 

BIG DEAL AT SAHARA 
When the smoke clears December 12 in Las Vegas, winner will 

forget any tired eyes or backsides when they pocket $200,000 in total 
cash and prizes in the Sahara World Championship of Blackjack. 

Amateur or professional "21 " player with a $750 grubstake (5250 
entry fee and $500 buy-in). can enter the annual affair December 9-12 
at all three Saharas- Reno , Tahoe and La Vegas. Successful players 
in Reno and Tahoe travel to La Vegas for the last round of play on 
the twelfth. 

There's no charge to watch . Each player tries to rake in the mo t 
money at his table in the two hour limit. Winners advance to another 
round, some losers get a second chance , while others are left to watch 
and plan next year's strategy . 

Contact Sahara h tels for information on rules and entry , or call 
toll-free 1-800-552-1500 in alifornia and 1-800-854-2003 in evada 
and all other states. 

Other December card tournaments include two at the Uni n Plaza 
in Las Vegas: the World's Richest Fir t Prize Gin Rummy Tournament 
December 9-13 , followed by a Pan Tournament 0 cember 16-19. 

NIGHT AT THE OPERA 
Bizet 's "Carmen ," the famous opera about a fickl gypsy and her 

lovers , opens the twelfth season of the evada Opera Association on 
November 30 and December 1. It also represents an ambitious project 
for the Reno-based company . 

Founder Ted Puffer and his wife 0 ena have translated the opera so 
it can be presented in its original version. Today most audiences sea 

Shake peare's "Twelfth Night" 
Judy Bayley Theatre Dec. 6-16. 

In 1975 UNL V's production of 'The House of Bernarda 
Alba" was selected one of the 10 best college productions in 
the United States at the American College Theater Festival. 
Directed by Crawford, the play was performed at the John F. 
Kennedy Center in Washington , D.C. 

That kind of excitement and quality has been recognized at 
home, too. During the 1978-1979 sea on , more than 2,000 per­
sons purchased subscriptions to the JBT season . Department 
Chairman Fred Olson hopes to top that number this year. 
Says Olson, "We have billed this as our 'Super Season .' We 
feel the season offers a balance between plays that entertain 
and those that may provoke our patrons to think. " 

The theater presents four productions this winter and 
spring. Following are the season 's dates and performances: 

Dec. 6-16-Shakespeare' "Twelfth ight ," comedy 
Feb. 14-24- Eugene O 'Neill 's "Anna Christie ," drama 
Mar. 20-30- "Loot ," contemporary black comedy 
May 1-11-"Pippin," Broadway musical - Betty Elli 

"Carmen" in which all dial gue is ung , but the Puffer ' translation 
allows the audience to enjoy the traditional music as well as spoken 
dialogue in English . 

Early reservations are recommended. Call 702-786-4046 , or write 
Nevada Opera Association , Box 3256, Reno , NV 89505 . 

The new s ason als features the premiere performance of the 
Nevada Opera Ballet in Tchaikovsky's utcracker Ballet , Decemb r 
15 and 16; Donizetti 's "Lucia Di Lammermoor," to be pre en ted in 
Italian February 8 and 9; and Floyd's operatic adaptation of the Stein­
beck classic "Of Mice and Men ," April 25 and 26. 

NEVADA AUTO MYSTERY TOUR 
Sports car racers take to the boonies ovemb r 17 and 18 f r th 

second annual Nevada Rally a Sport Car Club of America anc­
tioned pro rally covering 600 mil s of every possible terrain South rn 
Nevada ha to offer. 

Rally teams , each con isting of a driver and navigator , race against 
the clock to see which modified but street legal car can cross the de ert 
on dirt roads , make it down the Vegas Strip , climb over mountain 
passes , dash across dry lake beds and inch along old mining trails in 
the fastest possible time. 

Racers won't know the route until one hour before the race begin 
Saturday on Koval Lane at the Mini-Price Motor Inn in Las Vegas, the 
rally 's sponsor. Motel p r nnel should have information on good 
places to watch the excitement , and on other planned events. 



Possibly Nevada 's first bluegra s concert was enjoyed by a 
crowd of several at Lake Tahoe on Augu t 7 1897 You can do 
orne bluegrass knee-slappin ' and hollerin ' at Charleston 

Heights Art Center in Las Vegas on ov. 9. 

CAPRIOLA ROPING DAYS 
Five day of team roping are planned for the fourth annual ap riola 

Days O ctober 31 -November 4 at the Spring Creek Horse Palace , 17 
miles sou th of Elko on the Lamoille Highway. Contestants choo e 
partners ba ed on age, sex and ski ll. Specta tor can bid in a aicu tta , 
an auction where prize money goes to the highest bidder picking the 
winning team . For detail contact the J .M. apriola Co. 500 Com­
mercial Street , Elko, V 89801 , 702-738-5816. 

SOUTH 
ONGOING 

Original LAS VEGAS Mormon 
Fort tours , Tues.-Sun. 

Cultural Focus Tours, LAS 
VEGAS, 702-382-7198 

Historic artifacts on display , 
Southern Nevada Museum , 
HENDERSON , and UNL V 
Museum of Natural History , 
LAS VEGAS 

NOVEMBER 
1-9- Ruth Thorne-Thomsen , pho-
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tography show, 12-4pm , 
UNLV Art Gallery , LAS 
VEGAS 

1-17- Watercolors by Jeff Crave , 
Tues.-Sa t. , II -Spm , Burk 
Gal'ry BOULDER CITY 

1-24- 'The Owl and the Pussy­
cat ," Tues.-Sat., Meadows 
Playhouse , LAS VEGAS 

2-4- Moapa Valley Fair , rodeo , 
exhibits , carnival. all day Paul 
Lewis Ranch , GLENDALE 

4- Liberace in Concert , 8pm , Ham 
Concert Hall , UNL V LAS 
VEGAS 

6- Wind En emble, Ham Concert 
Ha ll , UNL V LAS VEGAS 

6- Hold'em Poker Tournament, 
Union Plaza Hotel. LAS 
VEGAS 

7-"Get Out Your Handkerchief ," 
French film , 7:30pm , Red Rock 
Theater, LAS VEGAS 

8-12 / 9-"Don't Drink the Water ," 
comedy Thurs.-Sun ., LAS 
VEGAS Little Theater 

9-30- Acrylics by Peter Golden , 
11-4pm , Tues.-Sa t. , Burk 
Gal'ry BOULDER CITY 

9- Bluegrass Concert , Charleston 
Heights Arts Ctr., LAS VEGAS 

9-11 - HENDERSON Expo '79, 
Civic Center , 10-10 

10- 4th Annual LAS VEGAS Judo 

Championships , 9am, Vo-Tech 
High School 

10-11 - European Style Flea Mar­
ket , 9am-6pm , Convention 
Ctr. LAS VEGAS 

ll - UNLV Chamber Singers, 
2pm , Ham Concert Hall , LAS 
VEGAS 

11-25- Works by Rita Abbey , 1-
4pm , UNLV Art Gallery , LAS 
VEGAS 

13- Woodwind and Brass 
Ensemble , 8pm , Ham Concert 
Hall , UNL V LAS VEGAS 

14-1S- Latin Encounter , discus­
sions by experts on Latin cu 1-
ture and current immigration 
issues, 7-9:3Opm, Charleston 
Heights Arts Ctr. , LAS VEGAS 

16-1S- City of LAS VEGAS 
Flower Show, ]]:30am-6pm , 
Convention Ctr. 

17-18- Towne & Country Flea 
Market , 9am-6pm, Convention 
Ctr. , LAS VEGAS 

lS- UNL V Jazz Ensemble , 2pm, 
Ham Concert Hall , LAS 
VEGAS 

20- Franco Guilli & Enrico Cav­
allo , Community Concert , 
8:15 , Ham Concert Hall , 
UNL V LAS VEGAS 

24- Three Women Art Show , 
Green Apple Gallery , LAS 
VEGAS 

25- Nevada String Quartet, 2pm , 
Flamingo Library LAS VEGAS 

25-12121 - Nevada Watercolor 
Society Show, Flamingo 
Library LAS VEGAS 

26-12117- Art Show , UNLV Art 
Gallery LAS VEGAS 

28- LAS VEGAS Chamber Play­
ers , 8pm , Charleston Heights 
Arts Ctr. 

30-1218- "Promises , Promises ," 
musical , Thurs.-Sun ., Clark 
Co . Comm. College , NORTH 
LAS VEGAS 

DECEMBER 
I - Christmas Parade , 11am , 

NORTH LAS VEGAS 
I - Boy Scouts of America Fun 

Fair , 9am-3pm , Convention 
Ctr. , LAS VEGAS 

1-2- European Style Flea Market , 
9am-6pm , Convention Ctr., 
LAS VEGAS 

4- Patricia McBride-Jean Pierre 
Bonnefous, Master Series Con­
cert, 8pm , Ham Concert Hall , 
UNL V LAS VEGAS 

S-"Grand Bourgeoisie," Italian 
film , 7:30pm, Red Rock Thea­
ter , LAS VEGAS 

6-S- National Olympic Marathon 
Golf Tournament , Hacienda 
Hotel , LAS VEGAS 

6-9- "Twelfth Night, " Shake-
spearean comedy 8pm , Judy 
Bayley Theatre , UNL V 

6-22-"Critic's Choice ," comedy 
Thurs.-Sun ., Reed Whipple 
Ctr. LAS VEGAS 

6-lIS-"You're A Good Man 
Charlie Brown," Thurs.-Sun . , 
LAS VEGAS Little Theater 

8- HENDERSON Children's 
Christmas Parade , 11am , Mar­
ket 51. 

9-12- World Championship of 
Blackjack , Sahara Hotel , LAS 
VEGAS 

9-13- The World's Richest Fir t 
Prize Gin Rummy Tourna­
ment , Union Plaza , LAS 
VEGAS 

11-14-lnternational Entertain-
ment Exposition , Convention 
Ctr., LAS VEGAS 

12-16- "Twelfth Night ," Shake­
spearean comedy 8pm , 16th 
2pm , Judy Bayley Theatre, 
UNL V LAS VEGAS 

12-22- 'The Glass Menagerie," 
drama , Tues.-Sat. , Meadows 
Playhouse, LAS VEGAS 

14-16- Nevada State Champion­
ship Chili Cookoff, all day , 
Circus Circus Hotel. LAS 
VEGAS 

16-Kalman Banyak , LAS VEGAS 
Chamber Players, 2pm, Char­
leston Heights Arts Ctr. 

16-19- Pan Tournament , card 
game, Union Plaza Hotel. LAS 
VEGAS 

22-23 - World Wide Flea Market , 
9am-6pm , Convention Ctr. , 
LAS VEGAS 

WEST 
ONGOING 

Nevada Artists Assoc. Gallery fea­
tures work of Nevada artists , 
10-4 Mon .-Sa t. 12-4 Sun. , 449 
W . King St. CARSON CITY 

Art exhibition, 2-6 Wed.-Mon ., 
699 D St. , St. Phillip's Center 
Gallery HAWTHORNE 

NOVEMBER 
1-1S-"Top to Toe ," exhibit of 

women's clothing and acces­
sories of 1865-1920, Nevada 
State Museum , CARSON 
CITY 

1-25- Fibre art exhibition by Keith 
Kays , 10-4 Tues.-Sa t. , Sierra 
Nevada Museum of Art , 
RENO , info. 329-3333 

2-4- Sekulich Antique Show & 
Sale , l-lOpm , V&T Room , 
Coliseum , RENO 

3- Christmas fair , ]0-6, St. John 's 
Catholic Hall , LOVELOCK 

4- Reno Chamber Music Concert , 
directed by Vahe Khochayan , 
3pm , place TBA , RENO, info. 
786-118] 

8-12I2- Art In Computer Age 
Exhibition by Harold Cohn , 
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computer generated drawings , 
10-4 Tues.-Sat. , Sierra Nevada 
Museum of Art , RENO, info. 
329-3333 

9-10- "You Can't Take It With 
You ," comedy Proscenium 
Players, 8pm , City Adminis­
trative Bldg. , 813 N. Carson , 
CARSON CITY 

9-11-"The Thirteenth Chair ," 
mystery , 8:30pm , 11th 7:30pm , 
RENO Little Theatre 

10- Centro de Informacion Latino 
Americano Dance , 9pm-2am, 
Fairgrounds , RENO 

13- Dick Barrymore Ski Film , 
sponsored by Mt. Rose 
Kiwanis , 8pm , Pioneer 
Theatre, RENO 

14- Carnival of Choruses, musical 
instruments, 8pm , Pioneer 
Theatre, RENO 

15-16-"You Can't Take It With 
You ," comedy , Proscenium 
Players , 8pm, City Adminis­
trative Bldg., 813 N. Carson , 
CARSON CITY 

15-17- "The Thirteenth Chair," 
mystery , 8:30pm , RENO Little 
Theatre 

16-18- Christmas Showcase of 
Homes & Outdoor Living , 1-
lOpm , V&T Room , Coliseum , 
RENO 

17- History of Toys, Christmas 
Exhibit , Nevada State 
Museum, CARSON CITY 

17-"The Apostle ," gospel musi­
cal. 8pm, Pioneer Theatre, 
RENO 

17- Homemakers Bazaar, 10am-
3pm , Fairgrounds , RENO 

17-18- Christmas Fair , 10am-
9pm, Community Center, 
CARSON CITY 

18- Reno-Sparks Interfaith Gospel 
Concert , 3pm , Pioneer 
Theatre, RENO 

29- Establishment Day , 1859-
1979, Walker River Indian Res­
ervation , SCHURZ 

30-12I1- Bizet's "Carmen ," opera , 
8:15pm , Nevada Opera Assn., 
Pioneer Theatre, RENO 

DECEMBER 
1-1I2- Antique Doll Exhibition , 

from Nevada collections , 10-4 
Tues. -Sat. , noon-4 Sun ., Sierra 
Nevada Museum of Art , RENO 

2- The Nevada Symphonic 
Orchestra , conductor David 
Buck , classical music , 3pm , 
Pioneer Auditorium , RENO 

2- World Wide Flea Market , 9am-
6pm , V&T Room , Coliseum, 
RENO 

4- Winter Holiday Concert , 8pm , 
Pioneer Theatre, RENO 

5-9- Holiday On Ice , 7:30pm , 8th 
noon , 4pm and 8pm , Coliseum 
Arena , RENO 



8-1I6- Birds of Prey , watercolors 
by Louis Fuertes, 10-4 Tues. ­
Sat. , Sierra Nevada Museum of 
Art , RENO 

8-9- Community Christmas Car­
nival , 10am-9pm , 9th llam-
5pm, Pioneer Theatre , RENO 

8-9- Pacific AAU Novice Boxing 
Tournament , Community Cen­
ter , CARSON CITY 

9-12- World Championship of 
Blackjack , Sahara TAHOE and 
Sahara RENO 

15-16-"Nutcracker:' ballet, 2:15 
pm , Pioneer Theatre, RENO 

19-21- Ballet Theatre of Nevada , 
"Illusions of Christmas," 8pm , 
Pioneer Theatre, RENO 

22- New Penny Singers Christmas 
Concert , 8:15pm , Pioneer 
Theatre, RENO 

31 - Sociedad Honorifica Mexi­
cana Dance , 9pm-2am , Fair­
grounds , RENO 

CENTRAL 
NOVEMBER 

10011- EL Y Table Tennis Tourna­
ment , first 40 entrants , Con­
vention Ctr., info. 702-289-
2568 

13- Nevada Assoc. of Conserva­
tion Dist. , Bristlecone Conven­
tion Ctr., ELY 

DECEMBER 
I - Christmas Holiday Celebra­

tion , parade , children 's activi­
ties , noon , downtown ELY 

I - Charity Ball , 8pm, Convention 
Ctr. , TONOPAH 

8- Community Children's Christ­
mas Sale, lOam , Convention 
Ctr., TONOPAH 

NORTH 
NOVEMBER 

T - Christmas Bazaars, various 
churches, WINNEMUCCA 

10/ 31-4- Capriola Days, team 
roping , cow cutter , 1-6pm , 
Spring Creek Horse Palace, 
ELKO 

18- Fun Shoot & Turkey Shoot , 
Spring Creek Trap & Skeet 
Range, ELKO 

DECEMBER 
T- Crafts & Arts Sale , Nixon 

Hall , WINNEMUCCA 
15- Fun Shoot & Turkey Shoot , 

Spring Creek Trap & Skeet 
Range, ELKO 

20-3 / 31- Cross Country Skiing , 
Wildhorse Ranch & Resort , 
ELKO 

24- Children's Christmas Party , 
Cactus Pete's , Horseshu and 
Barton's 93 , JACKPOT 

T - Dates to be announced 

A total of 
SEVEN locations 
serving the state 
of Nevada. 

In RENo~c~a=II:I!;;i;~~~ 

UfRCTURED 

786-5200 or 825-6464 

~
n LAS VEGAS Call: 

USING alias vegas 457-8874 or 453-1237 
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TALES OF A SECRET 
WILDERNESS LAKE 
IN THE SIERRA 

Sierra Summer 
by Mel Marshall 
University of Nevada Press 
Reno, Nevada 225pp. $10.95 

The Sierra Nevada extends approx­
imately 400 miles from a gap south of 
Lassen Peak on the north to the Teha­
chapi on the south , and varies in width 
from 40 to 80 miles. Somewhere in its 
northerly portion lies a small lake; no 
highway will take you there. Mel Mar­
shall, however makes an irresistible 
invitation to join him from the first 
snow melt of summer until the passes 
close with the onset of winter at his 
campsite , which he called home for 25 
past summers in the Sierra. 

There is adventure here at 7,500 feet , 
a gentle unfolding as the lake and 
meadow come alive. We read of the 
unexplained (though Marshall will vol­
un teer his theory) orgy of the trout in 
the third week of June. There is his­
tory as he recounts the complete dis­
appearance of a town of 4,000 
inhabitants more than a century ago. 
There is a love of, and a respect for the 
natural order of things , and Marshall , 
a keen observer of his surroundings, 
knows the neighborhood intimately 

A strong case is put forward for 
ecological preservation. A hunter him­
self, the author understands the need 
for control of the herds , and it is as a 
naturalist he philosophizes : 

"It would be unfortunate if the 
excesses of the abusers should ever 
result in the over-regulation of those 
who respect the integrity of the Sierra . 
At this writing the chief abusers are 
those whose machines , by misuse and 
carelessness, can potentially damage 
the fragile crust of earth that lies thinly 
over the granite bedrock. If it should 
be necessary to choose between 
machines and mountains , we would 
take the side of the mountains." 

And it is as a naturalist he shows the 
wonder of the life and the inevitable 
death at the lake. He has a gentle 
descriptive style which draws the 
reader to sit w ith him w hile he keeps d 

night watch on the beaver colony or 
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Reviewed by Olivia Mandel 

tracks a squirrel along the damp earth . 
The effects of time and weather and 
man are made abundantly clear and to 
anyone even remotely interested in the 
primitive mountains this will be an 
impressive book. Marshall 's black and 
white photographs do not do justice to 
the words , but that is not surprising, 
for he has written 250 articles and short 
stories and 40 books , and his words are 
beautiful. And thanks , Mr. Marshall , 
for the invitation. Wouldn 't have 
missed it for the world . 

FRED KABOTIE: 
PORTRAIT 
OF A HOPI ARTIST 
Fred Kabotie: Hopi Indian A rtist 
An autobiography 
told with Bill Belknap 
Museum of Northern Arizona 
with Northland Press / Flagstaff 
33 color plates by the artist 
15 black and white photos $35.00 

Fred Kabotie is a man of many 
world . His home i on the cr t of Sec­
ond Mesa overlooking the Hopi Indian 
village of Shungopavi in orth rn Ari­
zona where he was born in 1900. He 
w rk hi wn field and takes an 
active part in the life f the villag . He 
is al 0 an internationally known arti t. 

All H pi ar brought up to expr s 
them elves in artistic way , ju t as they 
are taught to hunt and to farm. Sinc 

Hopi artist Fred Kabotie 

there i no written Hopi language, they 
are gr at tory tellers and their expr s­
sions in design and col r are a rec rd 
of their past and an in ight into th 
soul and spirit. As Kabotie was grow­
ing up , the plit betwe n the progr s­
sive and the traditi nali ts in his 
village threatened their hi toric cul­
ture. Each new world Kabotie enter d 
was a path toward helping to pre erve 
that heritage . 

Fred Kabotie: Hopi Indian Arti tis 
a charming narrative of the man' rise 
from reluctant choolb y to teacher 
from primitiv kachina paint r to 
world famou murali t. His numerous 
accompli hment are related with 
obvious pride, but always the imp r­
tance rests with how the Hopis would 
benefit. Writt n with hi long time 
friend Bill Belknap of Boulder City 
Nevada, Fred Kabotie's life is dedicated 
to the pre ervation of th Hopi culture , 
and what better way than through the 
dissemination of hi b autiful picture . 
Unfortunately at 535 .00 it is an Art 
book , not within the budget of th gen­
eral reader Hi r markable tory 
should be available to more of u 

PRESIDENT HAYES 
SLEPT HERE 

Elegance on C Street, Virginia City's 
International Hotel 
by Richard C. Datin 
De igned and published by the author 

53 .25 
Opened in 1877 the International 

would be evada's mo t plendid and 
luxurious h tel for year to come. 
Despite financial probl ms (the r al 
boom in VC had be n during the Six­
ties and early S ventie ), it had co t 
5220,000 and boasted th fir t hydrau­
lic elevator in evada and furni hing 
that rivaled tho e of the famed Palace 
Hotel in San Franci co. 

Richard C. Datin ha compiled an 
inter ting hi tory of the construction, 
growth, boom , d line , and final 
de truction (in 1914), again by fire , of 
this elegant hotel and the tw which 
preced d it. The book i illustrated by 
old clippings , photos and drawing. 
The parallel ri e and fall of Virginia 
City i dramatically clear Peopl d by 
the famous and infamous, it is an inter­
es' ing look into th pa t. 



"BIRTHRI GHT:" 
A NEW NOVEL 
OF VIRGINIA CITY 
Birthright 
By Phillip Finch 
Seaview Books 
New York , NY $9.95 

Western novelist Phillip Finch 
(Haulin' Stormfront) lived in and 
loved Northern Nevada , fished and 
hunted here, worked search and rescue 
in Alpine County hung out in the 
Union Brewery Saloon and the Gold 
Hill Hotel. Because of this immediacy 
and his own considerable talent , 
Finch's new book , Birthright, an 
adventure set in Virginia City in the 
18605 , is strong, richly flavored and 
vividly textured. 

Birthright traces three people 
through their early lives until they ulti­
mately join forces in Virginia City to 
perpetrate an ingenious sting. Though 
the main characters-Joshua Belden , a 
disinherited Bostonian , Liz Burgess , a 
prostitute , and Captain Jim , a Washo 
Indian-are fictitious , their paths cross 
the famous and the infamous, in histor­
ically accurate settings and words. 

In the following passage, Joshua has 
been working as a mucker in the Ophir 
mine in order to learn all he can about 
the business. There is an explosion, 
and Joshua, shaken , is asked his 
impressions of the catastrophe by a 
reporter. - Olivia Mandel 

* 

His name was Dan DeQuille. That 
was his literary name , at least , and as 
they sat at the bar at Almack 's, he 
apologized for the transparency of it. 
But one has to have a nom de plume in 
this line , he told Joshua . His born name 
was William Wright , but Joshua would 
oblige him mightily if he would forget 
that and stick to Dan . 

Each drank three whiskeys in an 
hour. Then DeQuille said that he had a 
story to write . He would be pleased to 
have Joshua come along , he said . 
Joshua could check his piece for fac tual 
errors , and might interject a note of 
color now and again where the narra­
tive dragged. 

The Enterprise would soon occupy 

Virginia City in the 1870s 

an expensive brick two-story on C 
Street, but at the moment the office 
and the presses were in a one-story 
frame building with an adjacent lean-to 
that ran the length of one side. The 
lean-to housed bunks for the reporters , 
a kitchen, and an eating table. 
DeQuille sat with pen poised over a 
pad of paper that sat on a scarred and 
pitted oak desk. The top of the desk 
was covered with loose papers and old 
back numbers of the Enterprise and the 
Union and the Gold Hill News. In this 
early afternoon the paper was between 
editions , so the old Washington press 
was still. But the wet smell of printer's 
ink hung over the place , and when 
Joshua sat in front of the desk, in a 
chair that DeQuille had pulled from 
across the room , he touched a finger to 
an exposed triangle of oak within the 
scatter of papers and brought back a 
fingertip smeared black. 

DeQuille hunched over the pad and 
began to scribble. He wrote for a 
couple of minutes , pausing only to dip 
the pen into an inkwell , until he 
stopped and asked the spelling of 
Joshua's name without looking up. The 
pen scratched a few seconds more, and 
then DeQuille lifted his eyes from the 
paper. 

"Was there pandemonium?" he 
asked. "Squeals and panic and such?" 

None that he could recall. Joshua 
said. 

DeQuille twisted his mouth , pursed 
his lips, shook his head. 

"But it would only be natural to call 
it a horrifying and chilling experience. 
That would be a fair description , 
would it not?" 

Some would have found it so, 
Joshua said. It had been frightening , at 
least. 

"Good ," DeQuille said. "Because it 
wouldn't do to intimate that this was 
any Sunday picnic under the pines. 
The public figures that such a catas­
trophe would scare them witless if they 
were involved. They'd be let down by 
any other point of view. " 

It was certainly frightening , Joshua 
said. Most stimulating. 

"Stimulating. You sure you can't 
come up with a stronger word? It ain't 
stupendous enough , if you grasp my 
meaning. Wouldn't you say terrifying , 
at the very least? An awesome and ter­
rifying shock? Cause if you don't favor 
such strong words , I'm sure I can go 
back down there in the Ophir and find 
some that would." 

Awesome and terrifying would suit 
fine , Joshua said. Dan could even 
throw in nerve-shattering if he cared 
to. DeQuille was off again at that , his 
head nodding slightly as the pen 
jumped across the paper. Joshua sat in 
his chair and watched a compositor 
walk to a rack of type , pick out a few 

(Continued on page 50) 
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Lake Mohave as seen From Eldorado Canyon midway between Willow Beach and Cot­
tonwood Co ve. 

ELDORADO 
CANYON 
The mines may be closed, but Prospector Fred 
knows there's still plenty coming out in the wash. 
By Judee Quillin 

A visit to Eldorado Canyon , 54 miles 
southeast of Las Vegas off U.S. 95 and 

evada Route 60, provides the 
explorer with ample raw material for 
months of fantasizing. 

The ruined mining structures are not 
apparent to the casual eye. A half-mile 
hike is required beyond road's end to 
reach the ghostly underground shaft 
floorings and cabin foundations that 
recall Eldorado's glory days. The foun­
dation of the assay office still stands on 
a rugged hilltop near disarranged 
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pieces of the old mill. Wooden sup­
ports are visible in the murky tunnels 
that gave up an estimated $10 million 
in silver and gold between 1857 and 
1941 . 

Eldorado was named by Captain 
Johnson of Fort Mohave who pros­
pected there in 1857 Rich claims in the 
neighborhood include the famous 
Techatticup Mine and its Savage vein , 
which yielded $3 .5 million. The name 
Captain Johnson gave to the diggings 
was derived from the Spanish legend of 

"the gilded one" that came to mean 
"city of gold. " The canyon marked the 
northern boundary of Mohave Indian 
territory 

The trek beyond the signs that warn 
motorists to halt is easy if you have a 
guide like Fred, "The Old Prospector " 
who inhabits a weary trailer reclaimed 
from the Big Flood of 1974, the thun­
derburst that claimed nine lives and 
wiped out Nelson's Landing. He points 
out the patched places in the trailer's 
hull, the work of the earthmovers that 
came to clean up after the waters 
receded. "They pushed this stuff 
around like so much garbage," he tells. 
"I bought this trailer and fixed it up . It 
was a showplace once. " 

Prospector Fred is the town greeter 
Choosing to shun publicity this crusty 
caretaker lives in simple re­
clusion on a salvage heap of his own 
making near the Colorado River He 
won't be photographed. He collects all 
manner of desert debris , from aban­
doned ball mills and orecrushers large 
enough to contain a standing man , to 
idle motorcycles , boats and cars, and 
two piles of aluminum beer cans, each 
eight feet across. 

A friendly swig of hootch or a can of 
"Colorado Kool-Aid" may prompt 
Prospector Fred to give you a guided 
tour of his grounds . He's from Omaha , 
he offers , and he's lived in Eldorado 10 
years. Grinning under his wide-brim­
med straw and patting the Saturday 
Night Special on his hip , he shows his 
collection: a '32 Ford grille , Prince 
Albert tobacco cans, pieces of weath­
ered wooden dynamite boxes. From his 
trailer's bedroom closet , he produces a 
6X reflector telescope as tall as Fred 
himself. 

Atop a pile of souvenirs , he indicates 
a plaque certifying his competence as 
an automobile air conditioning and 
heating repairman , a trade he aban­
doned in preference for caretaking and 
working the Mockingbird Mill with his 
cronies Jim and P .J. Their equipment 
looks like the work of Rube Goldberg 
but it 's freshly greased and turns freely 

P.J. pans for visitors at Fred's 
request. He lost his right forearm and 
part of his chin to a farmer 's shotgun 
four or five decades ago , but P.]. deftly 
handles his cold handle skillet nonethe­
less. Standing at the shell of a now gut­
less Kenmore washing machine that 
serves as a stand for a porcelain basin 
filled with fine , silty ore and water 
P.J. dips a skillet full of the mixture , 
and five minutes' patient laving reveals 
two or three good-sized crumbs of 



gold. "It takes a teaspoon of those to 
make an ounce, " he tells his staring 
audience. 

Jim is tending hydroponic tomatoes 
in a makeshift greenhouse. 'They're 
just as strong and pretty as their 
Daddy" he gleams. 

Fewer than 50 residents remain in 
Eldorado Canyon today Grim remind­
ers abound of the frequent floods that 
drove many from the canyon: twisted 
tractor parts, weathered planks and 
pipe. A shack covered with peeling tar­
paper stands nearby with a cistern 
made from a boat. 

"That shack used to stand 30 yards 
to the south, " Fred explains. "The 
water moved it-and moved the family 
that lived there out of here , too. Some 
people say it's junk, but you never 
know when you may need something ." 

Charlie Nelson 's cabin , the first house in Eldorado Canyon. 

"Here," he gestures, as he continues 
to display more spoils of his scaveng­
ing. 'These are patent markers from 
the turn of the century " Claim descrip­
tions are etched into hunks of rock. 
Prospector Fred has strong opinions 
about the federal government's efforts 
to control yet more Nevada land . 
"Used to be, you could register your 

patent , make $100 worth of improve­
ments each year and pay your taxes , 
and that land was yours to work , lease, 
or to pass on to your heirs. ow they 
say they'll come in and evaluate your 
land and if you ain't done no thin' with 
it in five years , they'll kick you off. 
They want to put us all in little boxes! " 

Perhaps Prospector Fred is right. A 

'30 model Motorola radio keeps him in 
touch with current events , and he trav­
els into Las Vegas for beer and grocer­
ies every two or three weeks. The rest 
of his time is spent fishing , mining and 
pacing off the history-laden hills of 
Eldorado Canyon. Prospector Fred 
seems blessed with an overage of peace 
of mind . 0 

A juried show open to serious photographers of 
Nevada subject matter. NEVADA 80 will be a professional 
quality exhibition showcasing some of the best 
photographers in the West. 

Cash awards will total $ 750 and winning 
photographs will be exhibited from March 
through December 1980. Last year's 
exhibition was seen by 35,000 people. 

Subjects: Nevada g host towns, nature, 
people, events, industry, landscapes, 
contemporary communities and potpourri. 

Entry fees: $ 2 per print, $1 for each slide. 

Send for entry blanks and list of rules no 
later than November 25, 1979 to: 
NORTHEASTERN NEVADA MUSEUM, 
Attention: NEVADA 80, Post Office Box 503, 
Etko, Nevada 89801, (702) 738-3418. 
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Pioche, 1876: "Men are getting so timid that 
they hardly dare venture in the streets for a short 
walk for fear that they will be married men 
before they can return:' By Craig MacDonald 

Single Men's Protective Society 
/ 

There was no doublabout it. In the 
1870s, Pioche was a man's town. So 
much so that it had earned the reputa­
tion of being the wickedest mining 
camp in Eastern Nevada. 

"Some people do not hesitate to fire 
a pistol or gun at any time, day or 
night, in this city" one newspaper 
reported. "Murderers who shoot a man 
in the back get off scot free but the 
unfortunate devil who steals a bottle of 
whiskey or a couple boxes of cigars has 
to pay for his small crime." 

Pioche is said to have had 75 deaths 

of violence before anyone died a natu­
ral death. Not aiding to the sanity of 
the town of 6 ,000 were the 72 saloons, 
which kept the camp's inhabitants well 
lubricated. 

However, as is the case in all 
diggings, times change, and by 1875 
Pioche was losing its reputation as a 
"wicked, rip-roaring town. " One of the 
reasons for the change was the influx of 
women into the male-dominated com-
munity 

Many of the women married miners , 
and gradually the rugged diggings 

became civilized- but not without a 
fight. 

The July 8, 1876, Pioche Daily 
Record told its readers that "An asso­
ciation is being formed amongst the 
unprotected male sex , the object being 
to protect themselves from the 
encroachments of the female sex, 
which of late have become so dan­
gerous, that the poor male is getting to 
be an object of pity 

"Many have lately been caught up 
and married before they hardly knew 
it. Females are arriving from all direc-

In the early 1870s, Pioche was nearly all male, forcing men to double up as dancing partners during Saturday night fro licks. 
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tions by stages and private con­
veyances. 

"In consequence of this frightful 
state of affairs , men are getting so 
timid that they hardly dare venture in 
the streets for a short walk for fear they 
will be married men before they can 
return . This association proposes to 
ameliorate the condition of affairs." 

That night the Single Men's Protec­
tive Association crowded into a pri­
vate , smoke-filled room, for the 
purpose of devising ways and means 
whereby single men could be protected 
from the "rapidly increasing encroach­
ments of the fair sex. " 

The following men were selected 
association leaders: C. H. Patchen , 
president; W P Goodman , secretary; 
Julius Hoffman , treasurer; and Joseph 
R. Hoag , sergeant-at-arms. Hoag's job 
was to keep all women from getting 
anywhere near the meeting room. 

After $5 dues were collected , a reso­
lution was introduced calling for mem­
bers to "pledge to withstand the wiles 
of all females who should propose 
throughout 1876. " The resolution 
excited considerable discussion. Some 
wanted the association to guarantee 
that it would do everything within its 
power to keep each member single. 

Suddenly as the resolution was 
nearing a vote , a large thud was heard 
outside the door followed by a tre­
mendous crash. 

The locked door was being battered 
down! 

Moments later a bevy of women 
stampeded into the room . Chaos 
ensued as the intruders chanted their 
demands to be heard. Male occupants 
fell over chairs and tables in an effort 
to escape. Association members made 
headlong dives out the windows. None 
stayed behind to listen . 

Nothing was heard about the associ­
ation until July 15th when the Daily 
Record carried the following article: 
"The members of the association , hav­
ing finally recovered from their panic 
and bruises of last Saturday evening , 
will hold another meeting tonight , at 
which time they will elect a new ser­
geant-at-arms , as the present incum­
bent declines to serve any longer 

"He states, and with pretty good rea­
son , that his experience of la t Satur­
day evening , in being knocked down 
and trampled upon by a swarm of 
indignant feminines , is not exactly the 
kind of business that he enjoys and he 
thinks someone else should hold that 
po t of honor for a few meetings. 

"It is whispered around that the 
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Women were held in high esteem at many 19th century mining camps. But in Pioche, it 
took a bit longer for them to be accepted. 

treasurer is a little short on his collec­
tion and trouble may be anticipated if 
accounts do not come out square." 

What did occur at that evening's 
meeting is known only by the members 
that attended. The Single Men's Pro­
tective Association was never heard 
from again , but rumors have it that the 
group went underground and held 
gatherings under the oath of secrecy 

As to the success of the association , 
only time can be the judge. The mar­
riage tally lengthened as more churches 

were constructed. 
To the happiness of many but to the 

sadness of some the Pioche newspaper 
later reported: "The people of this city 
have been on their good behavior for 
nearly two months now and there have 
been no homicides or altercations." 

Pioche had become civilized. Its rep­
utation as the wickedest mining camp 
in Eastern Nevada had bitten the dust , 
due in part no doubt , to the "dan­
gerous" influence of women over a 
society of men . 0 
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Fences are the beginning and the end 
of the open range . By Pandion 

Faded outlines in the desert , barely 
discernible now the earliest fences in 
Nevada were built of sagebrush, stone, 
or juniper Toward them Native 
Nevadans on the hunt spooked the 
antelope , half the hunting party hoot­
ing and hollering while the other half 
shot the animals from behind these 
makeshift corrals. Sometimes the 
fences led the antelope into ravines or 
over small cliffs where the entire herd 
was trapped and the largest taken for 
meat. Few native fences survive; 
weather animals , and man have tum­
bled even the stone fences to the 
ground. 

The settlers used fences not to drive 
animals to death , but to nurture 
them- horses, cattle , and sheep- by 
confining them to areas where food 
and water were available. No longer 
communally shared , the open range 
was divided into private property by 
fences. 

Ranchers in the 1880s hired Chinese 
labor to build their fences ; these had 
holes augured in juniper posts for wire 
to pass through. Later manufacturers 
devised barbed wire to string between 
the posts. Straight post material was 
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scarce in the desert , so fences were 
built of whatever was handy even 
bristlecone pine, oldest of trees . 
Wagon loads of trees were brought 
down from the mountains to build cor­
rals and loading chutes, and where the 
Iron Horse ventured, fences were often 
constructed of abandoned railroad ties. 
In the arid Nevada soil , many early 
ranch fences - bleached by the ele­
ments, tilted in the wind , square nails 
testifying to their 19th century origin­
are still standing , and standing firmly 
throughout rural sections of the Silver 
State. 

More recently the posthole digger 
has been replaced by the small pile­
driver. Steel now marches across the 
desert, a loss of the picturesque to the 
functional. And with the growth of 
cities , homeowners mark their prop­
erty lines and ensure privacy with 
fences , both decorative and utilitarian . 
Perhaps, some day even steel posts 
and chainlink fences will be nostalgic 
reminders of the past as invisible 
shields of laser beams or magnetic 
force fields keep the herds on the range 
and screen out pollution and unwanted 
noises for city dwellers. 0 
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SPECTACULAR MONEY TREE CASINO 

Active casino Play . Lots of Jackpots .. $50,000 
KENO and Really good Food at MR. M'S on 
"Restaurant Row:' Second Floor. Enjoy the nightly 
Entertainment in the Show Room .. or better still 
have your very own "CLOSE ENCOUNTER" in the 
Money Tree Discoteque. 

NEVADA READING 
(Continued from page 43) 

lead slugs, and drop them into a chase. 
DeQuille ran through six sheets of 
paper. Then he told Joshua that he had 
one negligible chore to do , to fill a col­
umn and a half of non-pareil type with 
local news. He attacked with the pen 
again, and after he had written a few 
more pages , he asked whether Joshua 
was aware of any excitement in the 
city Excepting the catastrophe of 
which he had just been a part , of 
course. 

No , he had seen nothing , Joshua 
said. Then: Wait. There was a scuffle 
below my window last night. A China­
man and a Paiute , grappling for a few 
scraps of wood that had dropped off 
the Chinaman's pile that he carried 
lashed to his back. 

"Now that is the stuff I need ," 
DeQuille said. "Local color. If it is a 
Chinaman and an Injun , so much the 
better. " 

He went back to the pad of paper 
and it was late afternoon once he had 
corrected his copy and given it to a 
typesetter. Then Joshua and DeQuille 
walked together out of the office. He 
would be needed before the edition 
went to print , DeQuille said, but that 
left him a few hours anyway The 
Almack had been convivial enough 
before. 

They drank whiskey again. After his 
second glass , DeQuille began to brag 
about the power of the Fourth Estate in 
Virginia. They could make a mine's 
stock jump ten points in an hour on the 
exchange. They could close a play 
before the end of the first act. You 
could say what you wanted about Bill 
Stewart or the mine supers or the big 
capital that was beginning to flow into 
the mines. It was the Fourth Estate , 
particularly the Enterprise, particularly 
DeQuille of the Enterprise, with his sal­
ary of forty-five dollars per week , who 
really held the scepter in Virginia. 

'Then maybe you will be able to get 
me a job," Joshua said. 

"A job? You have a job in the Ophir 
unless they must lay you off for a few 
days on account of the cave-in . More 
likely they will want you there to clean 
up the mess tomorrow." 

Joshua laid one hand on DeQuille's 
left coat sleeve. "Dan ," he said. "I am 
not a thickheaded sort. I don 't need a 
second intimation like the one today to 
convince me that my place is up here in 
the sunlight. My career as a hard-rock 
miner is finished . I have hefted a shovel 
in anger for the last time." 0 
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"RENO'S MOST UNIQUE DINING EXPERIENCE" 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYlE 
LUNCHEON 11:30-1:30 • OINNER from 6 PM 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 
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RESTAURANT 
STAR * HOTEL 

Dining Room 
European Style Food 

Specializing in 
our Famous Steaks 

ELKO, NEVADA 
ON THE CORNER 

OF 3rd AND SILVER 
(702) 738-9925 

ROOMS RENTED 

Dinner 5:30 9:30. Closed Sundays 

Reno 

FEATU RIN G THE 
FINEST FRENCH CU ISINE 

TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY 
Dinner 5 'til 11 :30 p.m. 
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LYNN LEONG'S 

SnHRON noose 
OF VIRGINIA CITY, NEV. 
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IN CHINESE AND 

AMERICAN DISHES 
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receptions and wedding parties 
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LYNN LEONG 
PHIL FERRIS 

Dining 
Reno 
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Lake Tahoe 

South Shore, Lake Tahoe 
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The old adage about following eight­
een-wheelers to the best home-style 
cooking in any community is borne out 
in the award-winning restaurant at Jay 
Manning's Las Vegas 76 Auto / Truck 
Plaza on Inter tate IS , five miles south 
of La Vega at Blue Diamond Road 
(Exit 33 ). 

Union Oil Company operates more 
than 300 truckstops acros America . 
Each year the top 10 Union Truckstop 
restaurants in the nation are honored 
with a trophy in recognition of out-
tanding quality cleanline sand cour­

te y The Las Vegas 76 Truckstop has 
won Union's Top Ten Award three 
years running , a feat virtually unparal ­
leled in truckstop lore. 

It' ea y to agree with the judges. 
Any election from the extensive (for a 
truck top) menu is sure to please . 
Breakfa t is available around the clock , 
and Mexican fare is a hou e p ciality 
Owner- perator Jay Manning, a 
cheery fellow with a hrewd busine s 
sen e, boasts that his chef "has never 
seen a can ," and his statement rings 
true on the palette . Everything from 
the tuna salad to the ambrosial bread 
pudding is put together on the prem­
ises . 

Breakfa ts feature homemade bis­
cuits and cream gravy great coffee and 
small pricetags . Ask for "Barlow ham" 
if you hunger for a thick slab of prime 
pork . Two daily luncheon specials are 
offered at $2.95 , besides the regular 
election . Hot and cold sandwiches 

are generous and flavorful. and Man­
ning' turns out a mean milkshake. 

Sunday usually find local standing 
in line for a seat in the large dining 
room , but the special Trucker's Section 
keep spaces turning quickly for the 
pros. It's not uncommon for the restau­
rant to serve a thousand meals a day 
on weekends, many of them to " regu­
lars . " 

The Mexican offering are a tasty 
bargain. With names like the Cordito , 
the Ro arita and EI Senor they 'll sat­
isfya rampant appetite , day or night. 

Dinners include soup or alad , a 
hefty-sized ent ree, veg table and 
uch. We t Texans will love the 

chick n fried teak , a real piece of meat 
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Featuring 
in the Sagebrush State. 

rather than a frozen patty ; the chicken 
and fish are fine . 

Among the greatest pleasures at Jay 
Manning's Restaurant is people-watch­
ing. The place attract a universal cross 
section , from weary travelers hot from 
the road to local businessmen who 
know a good , cheap lunch . Truckers 
and ranchers and plainclothes cops 
bring a selection of mu eum-quality 
faces for review . 

The staff is fun , too . Restaurant 
Manager Dick Longmire and his wife 
Mary Lou head the help , and both are 
gifted with entertaining personalities. 
With prompting, Dick may tell you of 
the days he fed hungry film crews mak­
ing B-grade horror flicks. Mary Lou is 
a prototype of her ilk , with marvelous 
blond hair piled high on her busy head. 
The more ambitious waitresses can be 
seen to copy her type-casting. 

When you find yourself driving the 
Interstate near La Vegas , swing into 
Jay 's under the big Union ball in the 
sky Count on a good meal - and don 't 
forget the bread pudding! 

- Judee Quillin 

JA Y MANNING'S LAS VEGAS 76 
AUTO/ TRUCK PLAZA 
Interstate 15 at Blue Diamond Rd. 
(702 ) 361-11 76 

When a highway restaurant is 
bypassed by a freeway it will go bot­
tom up in short order unless it's espe­
cially good. The Verdi Inn , located 10 
mi les west of Reno on old U.S. 40, is 
testimony to the fact that it's worth 
driving a mile off an Interstate for 

quality food served in pleasant sur­
roundings at a fair price. 

Bui lt in 1924, the Inn has been oper­
ated by the Engel family for 18 years. 
The owners, Ed and Cert Engel. grew 
their staff; son Jerry is the chef and son 
Curt pours fizzes and shots at the Inn 's 
1860 vintage bar 

The setting is much like a European 
country inn , with a friend ly extrava­
gance of family pictures and 
mementos. Tables offer good separa­
tion in several paneled dining rooms , 
all pleasantly lamp-lit. It's almost like 
eating at a friend's home- a friend who 
knows how to prepare quality food . 

Service at the Inn is beyond re­
proach , but above all , the reason for 
the Verdi Inn's survival is the food . 
The menu offers steaks, roast beef , 
chicken , spaghetti , and many eafood 
dishes including Abalone Almondine 
and Scampi. Most prices range from $6 
to $10. All meals come with a liberal 
hors d ' oeuvres tray that offers greens , 
pickled onions, sauce , and seasonal 
delicacies. 

like the atmosphere, the recipes 
have a personal one-of-a-kind touch . 
Especially good is the Coquille St. Jac­
ques , a combination of scallops , crab 
and shrimp with mushrooms in a 
lovely buttery white sauce. It is served 
on a meta l she ll that's twice the size of 
the usual restaurant serving of this tra­
ditional French dish. The hickory bar­
becued Prime Rib Bones are also 
exceptional- if you 're not too bashful 
to pick yours up and gnaw the last 
delicious bits off the bone. Beef tasters 
can choose from 10 selections , and the 
Spencer Steak with Teriyaki sauce 
marinade is very tasty 

Most dishes come with ambrosia 
instead of green vegetables , a substitu­
tion that allows the chef. and you , to 
concentrate on the delectable entree '. 
Children are offered a kid's menu that's 
larger than normal and even includes 
boned trout. 

The dessert menu is limited , but the 
rum babas and the cheesecake are 
worth sampling. If you can 't handle 
dessert alone, the waitress will be 
happy to split a serving between two 
people. And if you 're still able , y'ou can 



fill up later on the candy tower 
The food philosophy at the Verdi 

Inn stresses lovingly prepared , fairly 
standard items with special touches. 
Dinner is served 5:30-11 p. m. Monday 
through Saturday and 4:30-10 p . m. 
Sunday Reservations are recom­
mended on weekends . On Friday and 
Saturday nights , patrons can dance to 
Ray Sawyer's piano and organ music. 
The Verdi Inn is a family restaurant in 
the best sense of the word and has a 
high percentage of regulars , which is 
always the sign of real value in the 
trade. - Lou Bignami 

THE VERDI INN 
Highway 40 West, Verdi 
(345-0288) 

Nevada gourmands are invited to 
share experiences and judgments of 
their favorite eating or drinking 
establishments in the Sagebrush 
State. Reviews should be 500 words 
in length , noting atmosphere , qual­
ity and prices. If yours is accepted , 
you'll be paid at least enough for a 
night out. Send with a self­
addressed stamped return envelope 
to The Relentless Gourmand, 
Nevada Magazine, Capitol Com-
plex, Carson City V 89710 . 
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• Nov. 16, 17 & 19 • 
The biggest performance 
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LAS VEGAS 
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Thrifty Food and Lodging 

Chamber of Commerce 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

(702) 293-2034 

SPECTACULAR 
HEUCOPTER 

RIDES 

Deluxe Ride ONLY $12 
SEE Hoover Dam, 

Colorado River Canyon, 
Old Volcano & much more! 

flying Daily from the 
GOLD STRIKE INN 

Hwy 93 near Hoover Dam 
For Information Call 

(702) 293·4022 
BAUER HELICOPTER INC. 

Travel Guide 

"~ 
DISCOVER 

a.~ • SCENIC 
~~ ~MOAPA 

if VALLEY 
Overton arm of Lake Mead 

Fishing, Boating, 
Waterskiing, Camping 

Lost City Museum 

Entrance to Valley of Fire 

Warm Springs Recreation Area 

4800-foot lighted airstrip 

For information contact: 
Moapa Valley 

Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 361 Overton, NV 89040 

(702) 397-8088 
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£l1>ORaDO 
£l1>ORaDO 
",,- HOTEL 0 CASINO ~ 

C
TheNew 
arson 

Hot Springs 
Resort & Health Spa 
(Under New Management) 
882-9863 

010 Private Hot Baths 
o Large Mineral Pool 
o Massage and Exercise Room 
o Supper House & Saloon 
oRV Park 

1500 Hot Springs Road 
Carson City, Nev. 
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Northern Nevada 

FUN CASINOS 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Enlarged Dining-Show Room 
Cocktail Lounges • Racing Pigeon 
Lon • Motels • Restaurants • Golf 
• Tennis • Two Gin Shops • RV 
Hookups • Mile-Long Airport • 
Package liquors· Overnight Horse 
Pens • Meeting Rooms • Plnball­
Billiards Room Fishing and 
Hunting Guides 

For Motel Reservations 
Call (702) 755-2321 

For Inform.t1on wri te: C.rl H.yden, 80_ 198 

JACKPOT, NV 89825 
Plateau Country 

On US Highway 93 at Idaho Border 

r ~ ~ 
Crossroads of Nevada 

DON'T MISS THE 
FRIENDLIEST 
CAPITAL CITY 
IN THE WEST. 

([;,.,:::~.~~~~"'~1 ~.A .. ' .. ' o .... aci 
702-882-1565 

Northeastern Nevada 

ELKO, NEVADA 

Big name entertainment 
First class accommodations 
Color TV 
Swimming pool 
Air conditioned 
Convention facilities 
Indoor parking 
Coffee shop and bar 

STOCKMEN'S 
MOTOR HOTEL 

P_ 0 _ Box 270 
Elko, NV 89801 
(702) 738-5141 

lildharsa 
Baach & Basart 

Ice Fishing 
Snowmobiling ,At 

Cross Country Skiing 
Restaurant • Bar • Ice 

Rooms • Mobile Home Rentals 
Boat Rentals· RV Park 

Private airport with 5500 It. runway 
Fishing & Hunting licenses 
Archie 110 Betty Corbari 

Your Hosts 

65 miles north of Elko 
Phone: Northfork 6471 or 6472 thru 
Elko or, write for brochure and rates: 

Via: Elko, Nevada 89801 



leVI'S 

Southern Nevada 
A less taxing lifestyle. 

We're umber One in the nation in lower taxe . It is the place to be for the 
profit-minded firm looking for a less taxing environment. Industries looking to cut 

costs appreciate Southern Nevada's absence of ex pen ive busine s taxes and our 
extremely liberal constitutional freeport law . You , too , can discover these 

benefits and much more simply by contacting the evada D velopment Authority . 
We are Ie s taxing . And we can p~ove it. on tact the evada Development 

Authority It will be the be t move you 'll ver make . 

NEVADA 
DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY 
In the terminal at McCarran International Airp rt 

P .O . Box 11128 
La Vegas, evada 89111 

Call toll-free 1-800-634-6858 r (702 ) 739-8222 



• 

FIrst snow 
There's a special feeling in range country when 

you're the first to see a Nevada morning lightly 
dusted and winter fragran t. You inhale clear , 
stinging air and suddenly realize the tightness 
doesn't necessarily corne from the chilling cold. 
Call it peace. Or serenity Or gratitude for the 
promise of moisture left by snow's first fall on 
earth sucked dry by summer's sun and scorching 
winds. Winter has begun. 

Blue Lake country by Linda Dufurrena 

Ruby Mountain homestead by Joe Royer 
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~Olt \\ erutiA-P Nturulli 
Special Holiday Gift Package all ~ ~.-! : '.TTmffIaAe 

6 issues of Nevada Magazine 
PLUS 1980 Nevada Calendar only 
ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-648-5311 
(outside Nevada) 

TOLL FREE 800·992·5710 
(in Nevada) 

Nevada Magazine Binders 

or use the handy envelope in 
the middle of this magazine to order. 

These sturdy. handsome blue binders will keep your 
favorite magazine neatly stored in proper issue-by-issue 
sequence - free from dust. dirt and dog-ears. 

NEVADA MAGAZINE 
COLLECTOR SETS 

I. Centennial 1964 through Winter 
1968 $32.50 

Each binder keeps 16 big issues ready for fingertip 
reference. $6.25 

58 

Declare 
your 

Independence! 
First Federal Savings offers 

you omething no otner 
Nevada savings and loan can 

your own Independence Account! 

First. you earn 5\12 percent interest on your 
Independence Account savings. And well give you 
an itemized receipt with your updated baTance 
each time you deposit or withdraw money. Well 
send you a quarterly itemized statement. too. 

Instead of a passbook. you get a Prestige Card 
which can give you access to your Independence 
Account savings at over 5.000 places across the 
country. Now tnat's Indepenpence! 

Check into First 
Federal's Independ­
ence Account today. 
It's the only one like 
it in Nevada! 

"You're first with us!" 

FIRST 
FEDERAL 

SAVINGS 
OF'NEVADA 

15 Offices Statewide 

II. Spring 1969 through Spring 1973 $27.50 

m. Summer 1973 through Winter 1977 $27.50 

YOUR SPORTS 
HEADQUARTERS IN 
THE RENO AREA ... 

A HUGE SELECTION OF FISHING, 
HUNTING, CAMPING AND BOATING 
ACCESSORIES. TENNIS EQUIPMENT AND 
BACKPACKING GEAR. 
NEVADA & CALIFORNIA 
FISHING LICENSES. FRIENDLY ADVICE 
AND DIRECTIONS. 

490 KIETZKE LN. 
322-9559 
~EAR DOWNTOWN RENO 

in 
en 1-80 
~ 
< z Mill 
~+-----~~~~~CJ=-
> ~ MGM 
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McDERMITT, WITH OR 
WITHOUT? 

As the site of the last active army 
fort in Nevada , it is fitting that 
McDermitt , located on the Nevada­
Oregon border has an historic name . 

During Civil War times , the locale 
was a meeting place for evada's Sho­
shones and the Bannocks from the 
north , and it was there that Sarah Win­
nemucca attained her reputation as an 
educator and Indian spokeswoman. 

The commander of the fort guarding 
the once-busy route between Nevada 
and Idaho , Lt. Col. Charles McDer­
mit was killed in a skirmish with 
Indians in 1865 and the fort was named 
in his honor 

Somehow over the years a second 
" t" crept into the name, and Fort 
McDermit became McDermitt in most 
official circles, much to the disgust of 
history buffs who for years attempted 
to right the wrong, generally in vain. 

Finally when the U.S. Board of 
Geographic Names in Washington , 
D .C. was informed of the century-old 
spelling error in 1971. it was decreed 
that McDermit-wi th one " t" - would 
be adopted for "federal use " 

A look at a few maps, both federal 
and state , shows that local and state 
tradition has won out , however and 
nary a one " t" McDermitt is to be 
found. - Harver Usher 

LET'S HEAR IT FOR 
BUREAUCRACY 

ot content with just renaming the 
Bureau of Land Management. The Old 
Miner of Battle Mountain . Tom 

orris, recently labeled bureaucracy in 
general. 

Last winter in a contest judged by 
Citizens For Mining, orris offered 
$2,000 in prize money to get the best 
anti-bureaucracy bumper sticker 

" If you 're a bureaucrat. you are part 
of the problem." was the winning line 
submitted by a Colorado man . 

Norris says he promoted the contest 
to help "get rid of all that red tape in 
government, " and hints that more tests 
of wit may be forthcoming. "We're 
searching for an idea ," he says. "We'll 
probably do something when we ge t it 
together " - Harvey U her 

Travel Guide 
WINNEMUCCA 
w •••• 

WINNEMUCCA'S ONLY 

HOTEL CASINO 
99 LUXURIOUS ROOMS 

MR. LUCKY'S DANCEFLOOR 
TWO DINING ROOMS 
BANQUET FACILITIES 
CHILDREN'S ARCADE 

For Reservations-Cali or Write 
P,O, Box 711 

Telephone: (702) 623-2511 
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

Model T 

Chinese Cuisine 
Expanded 

Gaming Facilities 

Service Station 

24-Hour Coffee Shop 

ON THE WEST END OF 
WINNEMUCCA 

WINNEMUCCA BLVD. 

Motel 
SCOTT 
SHADY 
COURT 
("Your Home Away From Home. 'J 

70 UNITS, ALL HAVING 
STEAM HEAT & AIR CONDITIONING 
DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES 
COLOR TELEVISION 
INDOOR, HEATED POOL 

FOR YEAR-'ROUND SWIMMING 
SAUNA BATH 
CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND 

3 BLOCKS OFF HWY 95 
2 BLOCKS NORTH OF 

WINNEMUCCA BOULEVARD (1-80) 
AT PAVILLION I FIRST STREETS 

P.O. BOX 672 (702) 623-3646 

NEVADA'S #1 
CONVENTION & 
FUN TOWN! 
WINNEMUCCA!! 

THE NEW FRONTIER 
OF THE OLD WEST! 
Obviously, this ad isn't 
going to convince you to 
hold your next group 
meeting or Convention in 
Winnemucca . But the 
next step is to get more 
information. 
Write or Call for a Convention Brochure: 

WINNEMUCCA 
CONVENTION 
BUREAU 
Nixon Building 
Winnemucca, NV 89445 
(702) 623-5071 
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Classified 
ANTIQUE 

JOYCE'S 
Antiques & Gifts 

"DOWNTOWN MINDEN" 
NEVADA 

Antiques 
Crystal 

Indian Silver 
14K Jewelry 

Art Glass 

TEAM BOAT ANTIQ E : Specializing 
in quality European furniture at affordable 
prices. Like Oak Armoire, 98; oak draw­
leaf tables, $139. Location: 16500 outh 
Virginia St., Reno, V 89511 

702-849-1018. 

BOOK 

For a gift-give Nevada. "200 Year in 
Nevada" by Elbert B. Edward. For the 
old timer , the newcomer and co llector 
Memoirs and anecdotes of tho e who made 
Nevada give life to a glorious past. A k at 
your book store or order direct from author 
at 628 Ave. I , Boulder City, NV 89005. 
Hardback, well illustrated , 24.95. 

CAMEL IN THE WE T, 16-page newly­
re earched booklet on imported camel at 
work in Wa hoe and the We t. Rare illu -
tration . $2.95 at quality tore in evada 
and ali fornia . 

TRAVEL NEVADA THE WEST 
THE WORLD through books. Little 
Profe or Book Center, 949 We t Moana 
Lane, Reno, NV 89509. 702-825-0848. 
Owned and operated by evadans. 

CAMPING 

CAR ON HOT PRING RV PARK. 
Motorhome/ trailer . Water toilet, how­
ers, phone. Hot baths, pool, rna sage, re -
taurant and lounge. Min. fee 3. 15 HOI 

Rd . ar on City, 702-882-9863. 
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Reno people, Sacramento area, visit 
Riverbend RV Park , Verdi, V 
River renews your oul. ishing & 
Rock hunting. Short trip 100 many 
to print. 2555 Old Hwy 40. 702-345-0344. 

UNITED CAMPGROUND 
OF RENO 

110 unit and 10 tent si tes 

Modern Re trooms & hower 
Laundromat • Gift • Snack Bar 

Camp Store • Propane 

Close in Reno or parks: 
2220 C lear Acre Lane 
Reno, Nevada 89512 

702-329-0688 

CLOCK' UNLIMITED. Clock , cu tom 
made jewelry, gold , ilver turquoi e, emi­
precious and preciou tone, mu ic boxe . 

ales. Repair ervice. 1625 orth Carson 
St. Carson City, NV 89701 

CARSON CITY ANTIQUES 
Brass Fixture. Full line of antique - furni­
ture, china, coin ' , jewelry, Well Fargo 
items.202 . Car on t. ar on ity. (702) 
882-9144. 

CONSOLIDATED COIN 
We Buy, Sell, Trade, gold coin and 
stamps . Professional numi mati t , Frank 
Roza , J r. Our pccialty, ilver dollars. 603 
N. Carson St. arson i ty, V (702) 882-
6277. 

Little 
Sure Shot 

Order 
ANNIE 

OAKLEY 
Poster·Print 

SIZE 16 '" 20 " 

Only 53.50 ea . 

Add $1 .25 
Postage & Handling 

c., ,I.,. ... An.-"u 
1da6 5 ,h. 

or tend for our 
complete Itlt of t.."OUI 
WI~ West charKt.,... 

Money back &uaranl ••• Sand Check or M 0 10 

HART GRAPHICS ~~n ,;:r;:~';',,7~ C<'"T=!,~; 

ZEL' PLACE. Turquoi e and Thing. 
Collector' item. Thomas inger Crafts. 
Brass , old and new. Indian rafts and 
Artwork. Car on Mall , 1307 . Car on t. 
Carson V 

"OR E 

LUCAS ARABIAN STUD 
Show and racing Arabians 

for ale and lea e. 
Kellogg/Crab bet 

bloodline. 

Send for Ii t: 

Lucas Arabian Stud, 
Fernley, NV 89408. (702) 575-2380. 

JEWELRY 

LIBERTY JEWELRY & LOAN. Buy , ell, 
Trade, ew & Used. Diamond & wedding 
rings. We loan the most. . Ti her Owner 
220 . ar on treel, Car on ity, V 
(702) 882-1066. 

MINING 

SPICER MINING 
COMPANY 

valuation, exploration, development 
of your mining property, under the 
prudent man concept. 
Located at the Boiling Pot Outfit, 
8 miles north of Beatty on Hwy. 95. 

JIM PICER, Mining Con ultant . 
BRIAN A . BECK , Chief Geologi t. 

P.O. Box 27 , 
Beatty , evada 89003 

(702) 553-2388 

NEVADA MACAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 
capitOl Complex 
Carson City, NV 89710 
(702) 885'5416 



REAL ESTATE 

STROUT REALTY INC. 
Licensed Broker. 309 E. John Street, 

Car on City, Nevada 882-2181 
Did you know the Federal, State, and Local 
governments own over 900/0 of Nevada! 
Write to us if you are interested in investing 
in land, ranches, or mining claims. We 
believe we are the biggest in this business. 

RESTAURANTS 

OVERLAND HOTEL: Serving Basque 
lunch and dinner. Closed Mondays. 
Located at 691 South Main Street (Hwy. 
395), Gardnerville, NV 89410. (702) 782-
2138. Your host, Eusebio Cenoz. 

NEVADA MAOAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 
Capitol Complex 
carson City, NV 89710 (7021 885·5<116 

the 

SKI RE ORTS 

ALPINE MEADOWS (916) 583-4232 
Base Altitude-7000; Vertical Drop-1700; 
Lifts-IO Chairs, IT-Bar, 2 Poma; Ticket 
Price $15; Food; Lodging nearby; Ski 
Rental. Facilities for beginner, intermediate 
and advanced. 

SKI RENO (702) 849-0704 
Formerly Mt. Rose and Slide Mountain: 
Base Altitude-8260; Vertical drop-1460; 
Lifts-4 chairs, 3 surface; Ticket Price $12; 
Food; Day Lodge: night Skiing and facil­
ities for beginner , intermediate and 
advanced. 

SKI INCLINE (702) 831-1821 
Base Altitude-6700; Vertical drop-900; 
Lifts-7 chairs; Ticket Price-$14; Ski 
Rental; Food; Lodging nearby . Facilitie 
for beginner, intermediate and advanced. 

1980 Nevada Calendar 
is off the press ... 

-
THURSDAY FRIDAY ~ SArURDAY 

3 4 51 
10· 11 nJ 

17 18 19' 

24 25 26 

- ---I .... / 
- I . ...J 
~ 

Classified 
TAHOE DONNER (916) 587-6046 
Base Altitude-6800; Vertical Drop- 600; 
Lifts-2 chairs, I rope tow; Ticket price­
$6 weekdays, $9 weekends; Ski Rentals; 
Food: lodging. Facilities for beginner, 
intermediate and advanced. 

WESTERN STORES 

Complete ranch and irrigation sup­
plies. Reno Ranch and Sprinkler Sup­
ply Co., 1600 S. Virginia, Reno, NV 
89502. 702-826-5022. 

WOMEN & HOUSEHOLD 

DOWN AND FEATHER QUILTS. 32 yrs. 
expo Satisfaction guar. Write for free color 
brochure: HOUSE OF SLEEP, 15838 N. 
40th Place, Phoenix , AZ. 85032. MC & 
VISA accepted. 

The gift that lasts all year long! A 
true collector's item with a new collec­
tion of vintage photographs from 
Nevada's past featured every month. 
Important dates in Nevada history are 
noted throughout the year. And as an 
"extra" bonus, the 1980 Nevada Calen­
dar has a detailed map of Nevada ghost 
towns and state parks and monu­
ments, complete with scenic photos. 

The 1980 Nevada Calendar is just 
as practical as it is beautiful. With the 
large grid format, there's lots of room 
for your own notations. Each quality­
printed page is a fullll"x14" - perfect 
for desk or wall. 

By ordering your calendars now, 
you11 not only save 50¢ off the news­
stand price you will also be 
assured that your gifts have been 
ordered in plenty of time for the 
holidays. $3.00 

To order, use the handy envelope 
in the middle of this magazine. 

Order now for 
Holiday gifts 
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Emporium 

C MEEK FOR PLUMBING 
Q PLUMBING 

() 
0 s: 0 ELECTRICAL [1j 
~ [1j 

~ LUMBER :;..; 
"'Ij Cl. PLYWOOD 0 

" " 0 HOTPOINT APPLIANCES ):II ~ 

~ WOODBURNING STOVES 
"'\j 
"'\j 

W L' 
W WINDOWS-DOORS .... 
:s ):II 

z U COMPLETE LINE OF () 

BUILDING MATERIALS [1j 

ex: Ul 
W FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
'" () 
:s 
::> FREE ESTIMATES s: 
....l 

[~iweei:I;I; 
[1j 
[1j 

" :;..; 
0 "'Ij 
~ 0 
~ " W 8-5 Mon. -Fri. 8-12 Sat. "'\j 
W 2869 N. Carson 882-5555 ):II :s .... 

CARSON CITY z u ., 
C MEEK FOR HARDWARE 

LUKE'S ... 
Nevada's Finest 
Camera Store. 
Serving Northern 
Nevada for 59 years. 

4966 South Virginia 
(near Kietzke Lane) 
RENO 

OPEN 7 DAYS A'VEEK 
~Iail and Phone Orders. 

825-2333 
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WANTED 
Oriental Rugs 

USED 
Courteous European will buy your 
used <lnd old Oriental and Persian rugs 
and will pay CASH for them. 
Examples of the prices I pay: 

9 x 12 Saroukh $1,500.00 
9 x 12 Kashan 2,500.00 
9 x 12 Heriz 1,750.00 
9 x 12 Kermansha 1,500.00 
6 x 4 Saroukh 600.00 
3 xS Caucasian 550.00 
7x4 Antique Silk 4,000.00 
9 x 12 Antique sm. 12,000.00 
No matter what other used Persian or 
Oriental rugs you may have, please do 
not hesitate to call me COLLECT 

(213) 874-2842 
OR WRITE: 
John Martin 
947 North La Cienaga Blvd . 
Los Angeles. California 90069 

. HISTORIC 

VIG~ORIA"S 
WEDDING 
CHAPELS 

ALWAYS OPEN 
Choice of 8 Chapel 

settings on 
Victorian Square 

882-1736 
All Wedding Accessories 
Gay 90's Photo Setting 

Corner of 2nd 
and Curry, 

Carson City, Nevada 
(2 blocks north of 

Ormsby House Hotel) 

FREE PARKING LOT -
BEHIND THE 24 HR. 

COURTHOUSE 

(Continued from page 4) 

then finished my career with the Sacra­
mento Solons in the Pacific Coast 
League. " 

An earlier column reported a shaky 
consensus on the Mormon Fort in Las 
Vegas being the oldest standing struc­
ture in the state. Since then word has 
been received of a construction left 
behind in the 1840s in the remotest 
region of central Nevada by John C. 
Fremont. If I can ever again afford a 
tank of gas and a telephone call I 
intend to look it over and report on its 
authenticity 

George Moon of North Las Vegas 
went traveling recently and asks which 
is the longest straight stretch of Nevada 
highway and which the steepest? 

There are several stretches of U. S. 6, 
50 and 93 that measure 14, 15 or 16 
miles of straight pavement , and where 
Highway 50 crosses the Lander-Eureka 
county line- about half way between 
Austin and Eureka , the road is straight 
as a string for 22 1/3 miles . But the 
champion length of bee-line asphalt is 
on Highway 93 where it crosses the 
Clark-Lincoln county line. From about 
14 1/2 miles south of the line to about 
8.3 miles north of the line the road pro­
ceeds in undeviating monotony for 
more than 223 / 4 miles . 

The steepest section of highway in 
Nevada remains unidentified despite 
numerous candidates: Nevada 80 
through Gold Hill in Storey County ; 
the Angel Lake road in Elko County ; 
the Wheeler Peak Road in White Pin 
County ; and the upper reaches of the 
Kingsbury Grade in Douglas County 
All of these highways are maintained 
by state crews , but none were origi­
na lly bui lt by the Highway Depart­
ment and the grades have never been 
computed. The steepest section of 
highway the state has actually built is 
at Sacramento Summit on Highway 50 
about 20 miles from the Utah border 
with less than an 8 percent gradient. 

With special thanks to Frank Smyth , 
Thompson & West , Dan De Quille and 
John Pintar 



STILL 
MORE 

TO 
COMEI 

Now that Meadowood is here, shopping in Reno will never be the same. 
Meadowood Mall, at the corner of South Virginia and McCarron, quickly shaping 

up to be the most exciting shopping experience ever under one roof. 
See it today, see it next week. It's growing all the time. 

Meadowood Mall 
Everything under the sun is under our roof. 
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