
































AMERICA’S DOXY GROWS UP
(Continued from page 7)

to repeal the state’s ineffective gam-
bling law in 1929, it was not until 1931
that a wide-open gambling bill allow-
ing betting on everything except lottery
was submitted and passed. Lawmakers
realized that by ignoring the gambling
problem they had nothing to gain but
more corruption. They also knew there
were financial rewards to be reaped
from licenses and fees.

And they were right. Since 1931 the
state has not suffered from lack of
money.

“People are going to gamble and
Nevada has grown because of it,” said
the controller of a major casino. “After
that law was passed in 1931, Raymond
and Harold Smith moved from Play-
land at the Beach in San Francisco to
Reno because they knew it was going
to be a success. Harvey Gross saw the
same thing and opened a club at Lake
Tahoe. Sam Boyd came in from the
gambling ships moored off the coast of
Southern California and Jackie Gaughn
moved in from Omaha and followed
suit in Las Vegas. Bill Harrah knew it
too. He turned a bingo game on a Reno
alley into an $80 million enterprise.
People have always wanted to gamble
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and they still do; those are the guys
who let them do it.”

That was gaming’s beginning. The
rest of the story continues on the
following pages, but first a brief
commercial.

This is an important year for Nevada
because 1981 marks the 50th anniver-
sary of legalized gambling in the Silver
State. This is an important issue for
Nevada Magazine because this is its
biggest, most colorful issue ever pro-
duced.

The special commemorative issue is
devoted to letting you know how
Nevada gaming has grown up. It will
introduce you to the powers behind 50
years of desert gaming (some good
guys, some bad) and to the incompar-
able entertainment, cuisine, outdoor
recreation and indoor games of Ne-
vada’s great resorts. You'll discover
how Las Vegas grew into a desert
metropolis and what Reno was like in
its free-wheeling early days. You'll
meet high rollers and low rollers,
cowboys, gangsters and some extra-
ordinary puffers. There are inside
features on casino controls, the “eye in
the sky,” the chances of hitting a
million dollars on a single dollar slot
machine, how to play Nevada’s famous

casino games and—most important—
have fun.

As the issue demonstrates, times
have changed since Nevada was con-
sidered America’s stepchild; since Fla-
mingo owner Bugsy Siegel was gunned
down in his girlfriend’s Beverly Hills
mansion; since gaming was a vice, even
in the Silver State.

Today more Americans appreciate
the view of gaming expressed by an
editor of the Territorial Enterprise in
1952: “The casinos obviously and
frankly make their living from the
guests. The guests admire the caviar
and champagne and pay for it painless-
ly and the state gets a cut on the overall
take. It is Nevada’s unmitigated good
fortune that no other state in the Union
has the horse sense to imitate our own
superlative and satisfactory way of
life.”

It took 46 years for casino gambling
to be recognized as a legitimate and
lucrative business. New Jersey was first
to bite the golden apple in 1977, and
other states are pondering the benefits
of casino gambling.

Nevada has always done what it
liked; it's just taken a long time for the
rest of America to find out that we were
right. —Caroline ]. Hadley
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