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CLIMB UP. GET DOWN. DINE IN.

Just a stone’s throw from the legendary Reno Arch, there is a new way to experience Reno. A place where you can 

rock climb at BaseCamp, rock out at Cargo, enjoy a new twist on American cuisine at Heritage and sleep rock solid. 

At Whitney Peak Hotel, we bring the very best of Reno and the Sierra Nevada range to you.

LIGHTS OUT.
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F E A T U R E S

WAR, WHISKEY, 
AND WILD 
TIMES!
56   World War I brought the 

call for troops to every state 

in the Union, and although 

sparsely populated, Nevada answered. Soon after the 

troops returned, however, the prohibition of alcohol 

triggered the emergence of speakeasies and illegal 

moonshine operations, presenting new challenges and 

opportunities. But just as Sin City began to pick up steam 

and the Silver State roared through the ‘20s, the infamous 

Black Tuesday dealt a sobering blow to the wellbeing 

of Nevada. 

WILD 
NEVADA
68    2014 marks the 

50th anniversary of the 

Wilderness Act—a bill 

that has designated over 

3 million acres of land for 

public use in Nevada. With the help of Friends of Nevada 

Wilderness—a group leading e� orts in protecting some 

of Nevada’s most beautiful and wild places—we examine 

several of these wilderness areas that exist in all corners 

of the Silver State.
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Background Image: Lori Hibbett

A sunrise over Topaz Lake in March 2014 provides a unique 

photographic opportunity. 

Cover Photo: Beau Rogers

Ruby Mountains Wilderness in Elko County provides more than 93,000 

acres of granite peaks, lush green meadows, and sparkling sapphire-

blue lakes.
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With all of the events and exhibits throughout 
the year, it’s no wonder we were voted 2013’s 

Best Place to Take the Kids in Nevada Magazine. 
Get up-to-date at springspreserve.org.

Open daily, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

702-822-7700

U.S. 95 and Valley View Blvd.

follow us on:

Exhibits $9.95 for adults, 
$4.95 for kids 5 yrs. and older.
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NEVADA WIDE WEB

CONNECT WITH US

You
Tube

You
Tube

You
Tube

On NEVADAMAGAZINE.COM

Facebook
facebook.com/nevadamagazine

Twitter
twitter.com/nevada_magazine

You
Tube

You
Tube

Google+
gplus.to/nevadamagazine

YouTube
youtube.com/nevadamag

Flickr
fl ickr.com/nevada_magazine

Pinterest
pinterest.com/nevadamagazine

WEB EXTRAS
 The Ward Charcoal Ovens near Ely tell a tale of smelting technology that 

existed in the 1800s. Read about the fl eeting use of these strange structures 

and their journey to becoming a state historic park. By Alan Wooldridge

NEW WEBSITE
Nevada Magazine is proud 
to announce the launch 
of our new website! Visit 
nevadamagazine.com 
to explore our revamped, 
user-friendly design. 

On NEVADAMAG.BLOGSPOT.COM
 The Nevada 150 Sesquicentennial Commission has announced that 

Nevada will be celebrating its 150th birthday with four different Nevada 

Day parades.

  Blogger Jim Becker explains why Elko is a popular destination for 

senior citizens. 

Use #nvmag for a chance to 

be featured in future issues 

of Nevada Magazine. 

FOLLOW OUR BLOGS

Nevada Magazine
nevadamag.blogspot.com

Nevada Events & Shows
nevadaeventsandshows.blogspot.com

BRIAN GARNER

FEATURED
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PUBLISHER'S  NOTE

Look for this icon through November/December 2014. It means you’re reading special coverage of the state’s 150th birthday.

I know that everyone is used to see-
ing Matthew B. Brown's musings in this 
space; however, it is with heavy hearts 
that we at Nevada Magazine have said 
goodbye to Matt, as he has taken a new 
position with the City of Reno. 

When I came to the magazine in 
2008, Matt and I talked about the vi-
sion we both had for the future of the 
magazine and realized we were very 
much on the same page. At that time, 
the magazine had strayed from its roots 
and had become a lifestyle publication. 
� e focus on the great history and tradi-
tions of our state had nearly been lost, 
and both of us felt it was high time to 
turn that around.

And turn that around we did. We 
added many stories about the history 
and people that had made Nevada what 
it is today. In addition, Matt and our 
previous Associate Editor, Charlie Johnston, traveled the state in 
search of unique Nevada treasures and brought back exceptional 
stories and photos to share with our readers.

In the past eight years, the magazine has had Matt’s imprint on 
every issue. From cover to cover, every story and every photo was 
meticulously edited and examined by him personally. I jokingly 
called him “Matticulous,” because he would go over every page 
no less than twenty times, never settling for anything less than 
excellence.

If readers’ comments are any indication, his tenacity certainly 
paid o� . We have received hundreds upon hundreds of compli-
ments and kind words about the quality of the magazine and 
been awarded the General Excellence Award from the Nevada 
Press Association four of the last � ve years.

As we start a new era in the magazine’s history, I know our 
new editor will bring their own voice to the pages of Nevada 
Magazine. Along with our wonderful Associate Editor, Eric 
Cachinero, the editorial team will continue to keep the magazine 
true to its roots and even more interesting than it is today. All 
of us at Nevada Magazine and the Department of Tourism and 
Cultural A� airs wish Matt all the best in his new position and 
future endeavors. � ank you, Matt, for your years of hard work 
and dedication.

To our readers, I would like to thank you for your loyalty 
throughout the years. Know that we will continue to publish a 
magazine that honors Nevada’s past as well as informs you of 
what’s happening now and in the future.

MOVING FORWARD
Speaking of the future, we are proud to introduce our Travels 

department—the newest addition to Nevada Magazine. In this 
department, we’re asking you—the explorers and adventurers of 
the State of Nevada—to document your travels in both writing 
and photography and share them with us. Each issue will feature 
a di� erent trip or travels our readers have taken. Flip to page 22 to 
read our inaugural Travels article. Submit your Nevada Travels to 
editor@nevadamagazine.com. 

Take a Bow, Mr. Brown

Janet Geary, Publisher
jmgeary@nevadamagazine.com

NEVADA
N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 0

M A G A Z I N E

nevadamagazine.com

Hoover Dam
New bypass/bridge 
beckons tourists

Nevada Books

MADE IN  
NEVADA
Holiday shopping 

TRAVELING 
NEVADA
From BouNdary Peak  

to WHeeler Peak

CHARLIE JOHNSTON

Former Editor Matthew B. Brown takes in the view from atop Boundary Peak in January 2009.

MJ14_p004-005_EdNote_Letters.indd   4 4/9/14   2:41 PM



 M A Y / J U N E  2 0 1 4      5

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WE VALUE YOUR INPUT

Write to editor@nevadamagazine.com or via mail at 401 N. Carson St., Carson City, NV 

89701. You can also comment on stories and read more letters at nevadamagazine.com. 

Letters and comments are subject to editing.

TELL US WHY 
YOU LOVE 
NEVADA

1. Send an e-mail to 
editor@nevadamagazine.com.

2. Write us a letter to Editor, 
401 N. Carson St., Carson City, 
NV 89701.

3. Call us at 775-687-0602.

4. Or use hashtag #nvmaglove 
on social media.

Submissions will be considered 
for possible publication in the 
November/December 2014 is-
sue of Nevada Magazine. Sub-
missions are subject to editing. 
Please include relevant photos. 

Submission deadline is 
September 2, 2014 
at 5 p.m. Pacifi c.

NEVADA LOVE

I was just browsing through the 

[January/February 2014] issue of 

Nevada Magazine. Not only do I like 

how the content is presented, I also 

like how you and the other writers can 

reinvent your minds to come up with 

ways of making Nevada very important. 

Furthermore, I liked your own ideas 

of why you love Nevada—some points 

were well taken about the ghost towns 

that dot our Nevada landscape and our 

snowy/unusual weather. Your visit and 

pictures from Laughlin make me want to 

go there even more!

                  Joshua Dealy, Carson City

SILVER STATE SCRABBLE

Nevada's photogenic scenery is nearly 

limitless, but the cover of the March/

April issue is outstanding!  

                           Miles Shaylor, Reno

PAGES AND PLACES

Being interested in Nevada history, I 

picked up a copy of Nevada Magazine. 

Wow, was I pleasantly surprised! 

I truly enjoyed every page of the issue 

I recently read—cover-to-cover. As an 

old retiree, I found great pleasure in 

exploring some of Southern Nevada’s 

desert over the past four years during 

our cooler months.

          Michael Rosenburg, Henderson

CORRECTION

In the March/April 2014 issue, on page 

4, we incorrectly stated that Virginia 

was admitted to the Union on June 20, 

1863. In fact, it was West Virginia that 

was admitted to the Union on that date. 

� ank you, Ken Barker of Pennsylvania, 

for keeping us honest.

LAS VEGAS NEWS BUREAU

MJ14_p004-005_EdNote_Letters.indd   5 4/9/14   2:42 PM
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Brian K. Krolicki
Lieutenant Governor

Chairman—Nevada Commission on Tourism & Nevada 150 Commission
ltgov.nv.gov

Dear Friends,
It’s o�  cial! We’re halfway through our yearlong party celebrat-

ing Nevada’s 150 years of statehood. We’ve had balloon races, 
poetry readings, essay contests, Dutch oven cook-o� s, concerts, 
historical lectures, parades, pancake breakfasts, salutes to our vet-
erans, Polar Express rides, and a giant birthday party with a cake 
that weighed almost 1,500 pounds. Now that’s what I call a sweet 
celebration!

 � e sesquicentennial medallions have been widely popular 
and have helped � nance all the fun things we’re doing to cel-
ebrate. � e � rst one depicts the Great Seal of the State of Nevada, 
and the second medallion commemorates our rich mining 
heritage with the image of an old-time miner. � e minting for 
the second in the series was especially fun for me because my 
youngest daughter, Elizabeth, was with me to strike the medallion 
o�  the Historic Coin Press No. 1 in the Nevada State Museum in 
Carson City. I’d also like to thank our friends at Wells Fargo for 
their support of the medallion program.

 In May, the Nevada 150 Sesquicentennial Commission will 
release the third medallion in the sesquicentennial medallion 
series. � is will be particularly exciting, as the elementary school 
students in Nevada vote on what design elements they wish to 
see on the medallion. Schoolteachers were sent a packet with 
options to choose from and information on the historical signi� -
cance of the various designs. We anticipate most of the eligible 
classes and children in Nevada will cast their votes, because by 
doing so, they will be entered into a drawing to win copper me-
dallions for their entire class. 

 � ere are some awesome events taking place in May and June. 
May starts with the Genoa Cowboy Festival that promises to be 
an outstanding gathering in the beautiful town of Genoa. � e 

Nevada Indian Commission will once again sponsor the Stewart 
Father’s Day Powwow at the historic Stewart Indian School in 
Carson City. If you have a chance to attend, you’ll be treated to 
great food, spectacular entertainment, and a beautiful setting. 
� e Nevada Northern Railway in Ely will once again honor our 
mothers and fathers by running special trains in May and June, 
and you can catch the Nevada State Fiddlers’ Contest in Wells. 
You also won’t want to miss Jim 
Butler Days and the Nevada State 
Mining Championships in Tonopah 
on Memorial Day Weekend—it’s 
like stepping back in time.

 � ese events are just a sample 
of what’s in store as we continue 
our incredible birthday celebration. 
For details on these events and 
everything else that’s happening, 
make sure you check out our web-
site at nevada150.org.  You might 
also want to preview the various 
festivities scheduled to celebrate 
our nation’s birthday on the 
Fourth of July. 

 It’s a fun-packed year, and I know you don’t want to miss a 
thing!

Lt. Gov. Brian K. Krolicki

K N O W 
Y O U R 
N E VA D A

Lieutenant Governor Brian K. Krolicki and his daughter Elizabeth display a sesquicentennial medallion that was struck on Historic Coin Press 

No. 1 at the Nevada State Museum in Carson City. 

Nevada Students Choose 
New Sesquicentennial 
Medallion Design

MJ14_p006-007_KnowYourNV.indd   6 4/10/14   3:46 PM
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Up Front

SESQUICENTENNIAL

Historical treasures are in the cards for Nevada
From the beehive shaped structures at Ward Charcoal Ovens State Historic Park near Ely to the shimmering shores of Lake Tahoe, 

Nevada’s diverse cultural and natural resources can be found everywhere in this great state. Nevada is home to North America’s oldest 
rock art, the Hoover Dam, the resilient Bristlecone Pine, the Ichthyosaur fossil, the Tule duck decoy, and much more. To honor our 
precious heritage, and in conjunction with the sesquicentennial, decks of playing cards that celebrate the Silver State’s rich history 
have been published by the Nevada State Historic Preservation O�  ce.

� e project is the result of collaboration between preservation groups, museums, cultural and natural resource agencies, as well as 
the governor and lieutenant governor’s o�  ce. Remarkable prehistoric and historic artifacts, luminous landscapes, museum collec-
tions, ancient rock art, and historic people and places are featured on the playing cards.  

"Nevada is fortunate to have a wealth of cultural and natural resources," says State Historic Preservation O�  cer Rebecca Palmer. 
"Our hope is that the cards will help educate and inspire our citizens to become stewards of our unique historical treasures." 

About 16,000 decks have been printed, thanks to a grant received by the Nevada Rock Art Foundation through the federally � nanced 
Historic Preservation Fund.

� e cards are to be divided between nearly 25 organizations statewide for distribution to the public and will include a cross 
promotion with Nevada State Parks.—Jennifer Ramella nvshpo.org, 775-684-3448

Up FrontUp Front
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UP FRONT

NEVADA BOOKS

Creating CityCenter: World-Class Architecture 
and the New Las Vegas
By William R. Smith and Scott J. Tilden, W. W. Norton & 
Company, wwnorton.com, 212-354-5500, 224 pages

MGM Resorts International’s CityCenter is the largest 
privately � nanced building project in the United States 
to date. Its development brought together star architects 
and major interior design � rms and landscape 
architects. � e design and concurrent construction of seven separate 
buildings and accompanying infrastructure are documented here from start to 
� nish in stunning photographs and 250 color illustrations.

� e Searching
By Ed Peoples, Meadow Crest Publishing, 707-887-1877, 
312 pages

Matthew Z. Worth, a former peace o�  cer, now works as 
an itinerant part-time professor of criminal justice at several 
colleges located in the northern San Francisco Bay area. He also 
works as a private investigator, whenever the mood strikes him, 
the money is good, and the case is intriguing. In this second 
novel of the series, he takes a case searching for a missing 

husband. His ex-wife accompanies him on the search in the hope of a way of re-
kindling their relationship. � e case leads them to Nevada, where one subject is 
assassinated and they soon � nd that they too are targets for assassination if Matt 
doesn’t comply with his stalker’s demands. Matt is aided in his investigation by the 
research and snooping of Hat� eld P. Gowdy, Matt's life-long friend, mentor, and 
social commentator.

TOURISM

Whitney Peak Hotel in Reno aims to attract active lifestyles
Set to open this spring, the Whitney Peak 

Hotel—Reno’s only non-gaming and non-
smoking hotel—targets guests with active 
lifestyles who want to take advantage of the 
area’s local culture, geography, and natural 
resources. � e hotel is 30 minutes from 
the base of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, 
providing guests easy access to an array of 
outdoor activities.

Upon completion, Whitney Peak will 
feature Cargo—a live concert venue 
featuring indie rock, pop, and alternative 
artists; BaseCamp—a 7,000-square-foot 
indoor boulder park featuring the world’s 
tallest exterior climbing wall; and a 
restaurant that serves fresh, locally inspired 
cuisine, craft beers, local wines, and unique 
cocktails. whitneypeakhotel.com, 
775-398-5400

architects. � e design and concurrent construction of seven separate 

� e Searching
By Ed Peoples, Meadow Crest Publishing, 707-887-1877, 
312 pages

an itinerant part-time professor of criminal justice at several 
colleges located in the northern San Francisco Bay area. He also 
works as a private investigator, whenever the mood strikes him, 

husband. His ex-wife accompanies him on the search in the hope of a way of re-

THE GLENDALE 
SCHOOL—

CONSTRUCTED 
IN 1864—

WAS BUILT 
AT A COST 
OF $1,446, 
AND IS THE 

OLDEST 
REMAINING 

SCHOOL 
BUILDING IN 

NEVADA.

MJ14_p008-017_UpFront.indd   9 4/11/14   2:06 PM



10 N E V A D A M A G A Z I N E . C O M

UP FRONT

NEVADA 150

Nevada 150 honorary poet unveils “Dame Nevada”
Appointed by the Nevada Sesquicentennial Commission, poet Waddie Mitchell has 

released the o�  cial 150th birthday poem titled “Dame Nevada.” Mitchell debuted his 
poem in January during the 30th annual National Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Elko. “As 
a native of this great state, the inspiration of this poem came straight from my experience 
and time spent in Nevada,” Mitchell says. “As I wrote this poem, I brainstormed all of the 
words that came to mind when I thought of Nevada. � ose realities then turned to warm 
fuzzies, creating this poem that truly de� nes our state and its history.”
nevada150.org, 775-687-0608

✦  Destination Henderson’s Ethel M 
Chocolates was named one of the top 

11 chocolatiers worth traveling for by 

Flipkey, a travel company associated 

with tripadvisor.com. ethelm.com, 
800-438-4356

✦  In March, the New York-New York 
Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas and Nine 

Fine Irishmen Irish Pub raised more 

than $112,000 for the St. Baldrick’s 

Foundation—an organization com-

mitted to funding childhood cancer 

research. newyorknewyork.com, 
702-740-6969

✦  Saturday, June 14 is Free Fishing 
Day in Nevada. Adults and children 

across the state may fi sh in any public 

fi shing water without a license or a 

trout stamp. All limits and other regu-

lations still apply. Check the Nevada 

Department of Wildlife Website for 

special Free Fishing Day events across 

the state. ndow.com, 775-688-1500

✦  With a projected opening of spring 

2014, the Polaroid Fotobar inside The 

LINQ Las Vegas announced it will fea-

ture one of the only 20X24 Polaroid 

cameras left in existence. 

polaroidfotobar.com

✦  The SPCA of Northern Nevada set 

a goal for 2014, hoping to facilitate 

1,864 dog and cat adoptions to coin-

cide with Nevada’s sesquicentennial. 

spcanevada.org, 775-324-7773

“DAME NEVADA”
By Waddie Mitchell

There’s a basin, wrought of reason,
tortoise dry and clean of air
Where rivers hike to meet their fate,
get lost and disappear
Where Grand Adventure had a say
and different would prevail
And where only hardy life hangs on
to all that it entails

Where hidden hints of Eden
are revealed to those who seek
And where Bristlecone stand sentinel
from high atop her peaks
Where the Shoshone and the Paiute
and the Washo stories tell;
‘If we but live within Her wishes,
we will prosper and live well‘

Deemed and destined Dame Nevada,
cloaked in sage and sunset crowned
Making sense and friends and legends,
turning prudence upside down
She alludes to and may prove to
be enigma in disguise
Dealing wisdom and compassion,
still, refusing compromise

She’s the rugged scent of essence
and immense in scope and feel
Mountainous and rightly stubborn,
cold and sensuous and real
Open minded and closed fi sted
and diverse in all She’s of
And, as tight with her resources
as She’s liberal with her love

And She settled hardy settlers,
and She dished prospectors ore
And She was booming as the U.S.
fought its most un-Civil War

And when there’s have and needed‘
bureaucratic tape gets cleared
So, She’s fl own the fl ag of statehood 
now, one hundred fi fty years

And as stewards of Her masterpiece,
the standards been set high,
Be protective and responsive to Her 
needs and feed Her pride
And as Nevadans, we should not 
forget what native stories tell;
‘If we but live within her wishes, 
we will prosper and live well’
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If you want a complete change of scene, 
head over to your neighbor Boulder City. 
We keep things pretty wholesome around 
here. You can ride on steam trains, shop for 
antiques, go fishing on Lake Mead, learn 

about Hoover Dam, sit down for breakfast 
or lunch at our family-owned restaurants, 
or find a quiet park for a nice picnic. Don’t 
be a stranger. Just swing by when you 
want a quick break. VisitBoulderCity.com

AN ADVENTURE

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY.
AN ADVENTURE

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY.FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY.

Job #: 090587.01 Ref #: 090301.01
Client: LVCVA Desc: Destination Ad / Nevada Magazine
Size: 8.375 x 10.875 Color: 4C
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AGRICULTURE

Agriculture and technology merge 
at Springs Preserve in Las Vegas

Technological advancement in agriculture is changing where, when, and how food is 
grown. Innovation in aeroponics (the process of growing plants in an air environment 
without the use of soil), unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), automated nutrient systems, 
new tracking technology, and carefully engineered indoor environments, have all 
contributed to the ability for agriculture to � ourish with no soil and limited water in 
some of the harshest climates on earth. � is technological revolution in agriculture is 
explored during the second annual Indoor Agriculture Conference May 14-15 at the 
Springs Preserve Desert Living Center in Las Vegas. 

� is growing interest in the industry was re� ected last year at the � rst annual Indoor 
Agriculture Conference, which sold out and drew attendees from around the world. 
� is year’s event is expanded from a single-day event to a two-day conference, and 
prominently features technology, more education sessions, more exhibits, and room for 
additional attendees.

Keynote addresses focus on the state of the hydroponics industry and panels discuss 
the future of indoor agriculture, the types and sizes of operations, technology, sourcing 
and distribution, regulations/policy, and funding. On the second day, case studies 
explore in-depth, real-world examples of the logistics of starting, sustaining, and growing 
indoor agriculture operations. indoor.ag, 702-822-7700

✦  The Grand Sierra Resort in 
Reno announced the name of its 
newest nightlife venue. LEX—the 
resorts 25,000-square foot, $15 
million nightclub—contains an 
indoor pool, three full bars, 31 
VIP tables, and some of the top 
nightlife entertainment acts in the 
country and is set to debut in July. 
grandsierraresort.com, 775-789-2000

✦  Extended Studies at the 
University of Nevada, Reno is 
hosting another fun-fi lled summer 
with KIDS University. The program 
is a day camp open to children 
entering grades 2-8, with seven 
weeklong sessions and class 
subjects to energize minds and 
bodies all summer long. unr.edu, 
775-784-1110

✦  The Palms Casino Resort in Las 
Vegas became the fi rst major hotel 
in the United States to offer a 24-
hour checkout program. palms.com, 
866-725-6773

✦  In lieu of Nevada’s 
sesquicentennial celebration, the 
Reno Philharmonic recorded its 
rendition of “Home Means Nevada.” 
The project is designed to give 
musicians, educators, and students 
across the state materials to teach 
and perform the offi cial state song. 
The recording can be accessed on 
the Reno Philharmonic website. 
renophil.com, 775-323-6393 

✦  Christian Schunke, a senior at 
Yerington High School, was named 
Nevada’s 2014 Poetry Out Loud 
State Champion at the ninth annual 
Nevada State Finals, held in March 
in Reno. nevadaculture.org, 
775-687-6680
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PHOTOS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: HEATH SMITH, NEIL PASCUAL, NEIL LOCKHART, WAYNE POSNER

Winning entries will be published in our 
September/October 2014 issue, and awards  
will be given for Grand Prize and 2nd through 
4th Places. Honorable Mentions will also be  
named. All winners and Honorable Mentions 
will receive frame-ready certificates.

Photographers, please include your name and 
contact information along with location and 
detailed caption info for each submission.  
Four (4) entries per photographer maximum.
Photo must be from 2011 or later. 

JPEG is the preferred format for submissions 
(file size 400KB-2MB per photo and a 10MB 
maximum per e-mail). All entries should be 
e-mailed to snebeker@nevadamagazine.com.

For complete contest rules, please visit our 
website: nevadamagazine.com.

Nevada Magazine’s 37th 
annual Great Nevada Picture 
Hunt photo contest is now 
open for submissions.

2014
Great  
Nevada  
Picture  
Hunt

Grand Prize $250 GIFT CARD

2nd Place: $150 GIFT CARD

3rd Place: $100 GIFT CARD

4th Place: $50 GIFT CARD

Gordon’s Photo gift cards (redeemable in store or online)

Deadline: Tuesday, July 1, 2014, 5 p.m. Pacific

5067 S. McCarran
Reno
775-826-6488
gordonsphotoservice.com

1227 S. Carson St.
Carson City
775-883-3077

PHOTOS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: HEATH SMITH, NEIL PASCUAL, NEIL LOCKHART, WAYNE POSNER
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HUMANITIES

Annual Chautauqua celebrates sesquicentennial 
with special Nevada personas

Nevada Humanities presents the 23rd annual 
Nevada Humanities Chautauqua festival, June 
19-27, in the Robert Z. Hawkins Amphitheater at 
Bartley Ranch Regional Park in Reno. Founded 
by Nevada Humanities in Reno in 1992, the 
Nevada Humanities Chautauqua has inspired 
many Chautauqua events around the globe 
and is one of the longest running Chautauqua 
festivals in the nation.

� e weeklong celebration features workshops, 
roundtable discussions, and other events 
hosted by community partners throughout 
Northern Nevada, as well as evening theatrical 
performances. In celebration of Nevada’s 
sesquicentennial, the performances explore the 
theme “Battle Born: Making Nevada,” and feature 
performances of characters that have greatly 

in� uenced the growth and development of the Silver State, including Alice Smith, Howard 
Hughes, and Dan DeQuille. Renowned Chautauqua scholar Clay Jenkinson will also be 
returning to Reno to perform as John Wesley Powell the evening of June 24.

Seat tickets for evening shows are $25 per night, and lawn tickets are $10 per night. 
Tickets can be purchased at nevadahumanities.org, and will also be available at the gate 
the evening of the performance if the event is not sold out in advance. Audience members 
are encouraged to bring a picnic or enjoy barbecue provided by Men Wielding Fire, 
which will be available for purchase each evening at the entrance to the amphitheater. 
nevadahumanities.org, 775-784-6587

ARTS

Sierra Arts Foundation announces Brown Bag Art 
Documentary series

� e Sierra Arts Foundation has created 
a clever way for people to learn about art 
while enjoying their lunch. � e Brown Bag 
Art Documentary series takes place at the 
Sierra Arts Foundation in Reno every second 
and fourth Wednesdays of the month from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. � e program is free and 
open to the public, and encourages attendees 
to bring their own lunch and enjoy unique 
documentaries aimed at educating people 
about various forms of art. 

� e series covers all art forms from 
fashion to industrial design and is followed 
by discussions facilitated by a contributor 
to the � eld covered in each � lm or a member of the Sierra Arts sta� . Visit the Sierra Arts 
Foundation website for a list of dates and � lms.
sierra-arts.org, 775-329-2787

✦  In March, Sprinkles cupcake 
shop at The LINQ in Las Vegas 
opened a 24-hour cupcake ATM. 
Guests can “withdraw” a variety 
of cupcakes, and can even bring 
home pet-friendly cupcakes for 
dogs. sprinkles.com, 
888-220-2210

✦  On Saturday, May 3, visitors 
to Reno’s Riverwalk District can 
take part in the Dine the District 
self-guided food tour. The tour 
allows attendees to enjoy a 
variety of food from Reno res-
taurants, and proceeds from the 
event support the developing 
district. renoriver.org, 
775-825-9255

✦  Mantecore, the white tiger 
who appeared in thousands of 
performances with Siegfried & 
Roy during the duo's record-
setting run at  The Mirage in Las 
Vegas, passed away on March 
19. He was 17.

✦  Gordon Ramsay BurGR at 
Planet Hollywood Resort & 
Casino welcomed Christina 
Wilson—winner of season 10 
of “Hell’s Kitchen”—as the new 
executive chef. 
planethollywoodresort.com, 
866-919-7472

✦  The Nevada State Mining 
Championships will be held at 
the Tonopah Historic Mining 
Park during Jim Butler Days, 
May 24-25. 
tonopahhistoricminingpark.com, 
775-482-9274

Clay Jenkinson

KELLY WOZNIAK
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RUGGED. RELAXED. REACHABLE.

Gardnerville  •  Genoa  •  Minden  •  Topaz Lake  

OUR VERSION OF CLOUD  BACKUP
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DISCOUNT COUPONS WITH FREE SHOW 
TICKETS AND FREE LAUGHLIN TOUR

LAS VEGAS
HELICOPTER
STRIP TOUR

• Las Vegas strip helicopter tour at dusk 
   with roundtrip hotel strip transportation.
• See the neon lights from above as you 
   soar above the Famous Las Vegas Strip

• The most unforgettable sights 
   above Las Vegas

ONLY $99

HELICOPTER & AIR TOURS
OUR STAFF HAS OVER 100 YEARS EXPERIENCE AND SERVED
OVER 10 MILLION SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 

SINCE 1988

 STRIP NIGHT TOUR 
WITH

CHAMPAGNE TOAST
• Photo stop at the “Las Vegas” sign
• Inside look at the Bellagio  
   Conservatory
• View the amazing Fountains of Bellagio
• Light show at Fremont Street Experience
• Hotel pick up and drop off
• Rock star bus amenities: air 
   conditioning and neon lights
• Must be 21 years of age

$59    $29 Experience 
The Strip

*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

 HOP ON, HOP OFF
CITY TOUR

• Experience the Las Vegas Strip &  
   Downtown from the top of our London 
   style double decker bus
• Entertaining and informative guides 
   on every bus
• Hop off at any one of our 20   
   stops to explore, shop, eat and
   visit attractions!
SECOND DAY FREE
Add our panoramic night tour for only 
$20, or take the night tour alone for $26

Strip Tour$38

HOOVER DAM AND LAKE MEAD CRUISES  

STRIP TOURS SPECIALTY TOURS

All tours include hotel to hotel transportation • Tour itineraries are subject to change • All fares are subject to cancellation policies • Fuel surcharges may apply • All fares reflect a 5% cash discount 
• All tours are DOT and FAA certified • Sightseeing Tours Unlimited will not be responsible for unexpected delays, loss of visibility or itinerary changes caused by traffic, weather, etc.

  (702) 360.TOUR
RESERVATION TIMES 5 A.M. - 11 P.M.  7 DAYS A WEEK

(8687)
(CHINESE ONLY)

GRAND CANYON TOURS  

ASK ABOUT OUR

FREE
LAUGHLIN 

TOUR
• Enjoy a 6 hour stay in Laughlin with ample 

time to gamble • Over 21 only please

INCLUDES $10
MEAL CREDIT

*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

AIRPLANE & 
MOTORCOACH 

COMBOS
• Amazing aerial views of Hoover Dam
   & Lake Mead
• See the extinct volcano 
   “Fortification Hill”
• Breathtaking flight of the 
   Grand Canyon

Flight Only West Rim

West Rim
*Add Skywalk        $35
*Add Heli & Boat  $175

South Rim
*Add Helicopter
  Flight                    $175

$199

$249

$129 *Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

HELICOPTER AIR & 
GROUND COMBOS

• Amazing aerial views of Hoover Dam
   & Lake Mead
• See the extinct volcano 
   “Fortification Hill”
• Breathtaking flight of the 
   Grand Canyon
• Land next to the mighty Colorado River
• Enjoy a champagne picnic

Flight Only
*Add Limo & Strip Flight   $59
*Add Skywalk Express  $169

Champagne Picnic
*Add Sunset Views         $49
*Add Limo & Strip Flight  $59
*Add Skywalk
 & Heli/Boat                $169

*Certain options change package
itinerary call for details *

$249

$299
*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

GRAND CANYON
SOUTH RIM TOUR

• Photo stop at Hoover Dam
• National Geographic Visitors Center 
   and IMAX Theater
• Visit Bright Angel Lodge and 
   Mather Point lookout
• View the widest and deepest parts of
   the Grand Canyon

 Add IMAX                                  $15

Add Pink Jeep                           $99

Add Heli                                   $175

$175      $85
*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

GRAND CANYON
WEST RIM TOUR

• Photo stop at Hoover Dam
• Experience both Eagle and Guano
   lookout points
• Visit the Hualapai Village & 
   Hualapai Ranch
• See Native American Dancers and
   Wild West shows
• View the historic new Skywalk

Add Skywalk                         $35

Add Heli/Boat                        $175

Add Heli/Boat Skywalk             $210

$210      $119

• Las Vegas strip helicopter tour at dusk 
   with roundtrip hotel strip transportation.
• See the neon lights from above as you 
   soar above the Famous Las Vegas Strip

NEW TOUR!
BLACK CANYON RIVER

RAFTING TOUR
•Trip is fully narrated by experienced guides • A stop

at a beach gives you the opportunity to swim or play

in the cool clear water of the Colorado River

• Lunch is included in a souvenir insulated bag

 ONLY $145
*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

LAKE MEAD
DINNER CRUISE

• Photo Stop at The Las Vegas Sign
• Scenic ride through the Lake Mead 
   recreation area
• 2 Hour Cruise aboard The Desert 
   Princess viewing Hoover Dam and   
   Dead Man’s Island
• Champagne toast, dancing and
   four-course Dinner

*Seasonally

Dinner Cruise$120    $99

*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

HOOVER DAM &
LAKE MEAD CRUISE

• Photo Stop at The Las Vegas Sign
• Up to 2 hours at Hoover Dam
• Government Guided Interior Tour
• Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory &
   Cacti Gardens
• 90 Minute Lake Mead Cruise
• Includes Lunch

Day Cruise$100    $79

*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

HOOVER DAM
EXPRESS TOUR

• Photo stop at The Las Vegas Sign
• Up to 2 hours at Hoover Dam
• Government Guided Interior Tour
• Departs twice daily
• Access to the Newly Opened Visitors  
   Center, Museum, Monuments, and 
   Gift Shop

$65    $39 Add Heli
$99

*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

HOOVER DAM
DELUXE TOUR

• Photo stop at The Las Vegas Sign
• Up to 2 hours at Hoover Dam
• Government Guided Interior Tour
• Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory &
   Cacti Gardens
• Includes Lunch

$75    $49 Add Heli
$99

CSI Experience ......................... $32            
Machine Gun Shooting .............. $99
Red Rock Canyon ......................  $109
Bootleg Canyon Zip Line ............  $159
Exotic Car Racing .....................  $199         
Death Valley ............................  $199
Vegas Balloon Ride ................... $229

CODE: NSM
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HELICOPTER
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   with roundtrip hotel strip transportation.
• See the neon lights from above as you 
   soar above the Famous Las Vegas Strip

• The most unforgettable sights 
   above Las Vegas
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HELICOPTER & AIR TOURS
OUR STAFF HAS OVER 100 YEARS EXPERIENCE AND SERVED
OVER 10 MILLION SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 

SINCE 1988

 STRIP NIGHT TOUR 
WITH

CHAMPAGNE TOAST
• Photo stop at the “Las Vegas” sign
• Inside look at the Bellagio  
   Conservatory
• View the amazing Fountains of Bellagio
• Light show at Fremont Street Experience
• Hotel pick up and drop off
• Rock star bus amenities: air 
   conditioning and neon lights
• Must be 21 years of age

$59    $29 Experience 
The Strip

*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

 HOP ON, HOP OFF
CITY TOUR

• Experience the Las Vegas Strip &  
   Downtown from the top of our London 
   style double decker bus
• Entertaining and informative guides 
   on every bus
• Hop off at any one of our 20   
   stops to explore, shop, eat and
   visit attractions!
SECOND DAY FREE
Add our panoramic night tour for only 
$20, or take the night tour alone for $26

Strip Tour$38

HOOVER DAM AND LAKE MEAD CRUISES  

STRIP TOURS SPECIALTY TOURS

All tours include hotel to hotel transportation • Tour itineraries are subject to change • All fares are subject to cancellation policies • Fuel surcharges may apply • All fares reflect a 5% cash discount 
• All tours are DOT and FAA certified • Sightseeing Tours Unlimited will not be responsible for unexpected delays, loss of visibility or itinerary changes caused by traffic, weather, etc.

  (702) 360.TOUR
RESERVATION TIMES 5 A.M. - 11 P.M.  7 DAYS A WEEK

(8687)
(CHINESE ONLY)

GRAND CANYON TOURS  

ASK ABOUT OUR

FREE
LAUGHLIN 

TOUR
• Enjoy a 6 hour stay in Laughlin with ample 

time to gamble • Over 21 only please

INCLUDES $10
MEAL CREDIT

*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

AIRPLANE & 
MOTORCOACH 

COMBOS
• Amazing aerial views of Hoover Dam
   & Lake Mead
• See the extinct volcano 
   “Fortification Hill”
• Breathtaking flight of the 
   Grand Canyon

Flight Only West Rim

West Rim
*Add Skywalk        $35
*Add Heli & Boat  $175

South Rim
*Add Helicopter
  Flight                    $175

$199

$249

$129 *Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

HELICOPTER AIR & 
GROUND COMBOS

• Amazing aerial views of Hoover Dam
   & Lake Mead
• See the extinct volcano 
   “Fortification Hill”
• Breathtaking flight of the 
   Grand Canyon
• Land next to the mighty Colorado River
• Enjoy a champagne picnic

Flight Only
*Add Limo & Strip Flight   $59
*Add Skywalk Express  $169

Champagne Picnic
*Add Sunset Views         $49
*Add Limo & Strip Flight  $59
*Add Skywalk
 & Heli/Boat                $169

*Certain options change package
itinerary call for details *

$249

$299
*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

GRAND CANYON
SOUTH RIM TOUR

• Photo stop at Hoover Dam
• National Geographic Visitors Center 
   and IMAX Theater
• Visit Bright Angel Lodge and 
   Mather Point lookout
• View the widest and deepest parts of
   the Grand Canyon

 Add IMAX                                  $15

Add Pink Jeep                           $99

Add Heli                                   $175

$175      $85
*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

GRAND CANYON
WEST RIM TOUR

• Photo stop at Hoover Dam
• Experience both Eagle and Guano
   lookout points
• Visit the Hualapai Village & 
   Hualapai Ranch
• See Native American Dancers and
   Wild West shows
• View the historic new Skywalk

Add Skywalk                         $35

Add Heli/Boat                        $175

Add Heli/Boat Skywalk             $210

$210      $119

NEW TOUR!
BLACK CANYON RIVER

RAFTING TOUR
•Trip is fully narrated by experienced guides • A stop

at a beach gives you the opportunity to swim or play

in the cool clear water of the Colorado River

• Lunch is included in a souvenir insulated bag

 ONLY $145
*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

LAKE MEAD
DINNER CRUISE

• Photo Stop at The Las Vegas Sign
• Scenic ride through the Lake Mead 
   recreation area
• 2 Hour Cruise aboard The Desert 
   Princess viewing Hoover Dam and   
   Dead Man’s Island
• Champagne toast, dancing and
   four-course Dinner

*Seasonally

Dinner Cruise$120    $99

*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

HOOVER DAM &
LAKE MEAD CRUISE

• Photo Stop at The Las Vegas Sign
• Up to 2 hours at Hoover Dam
• Government Guided Interior Tour
• Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory &
   Cacti Gardens
• 90 Minute Lake Mead Cruise
• Includes Lunch

Day Cruise$100    $79

*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

HOOVER DAM
EXPRESS TOUR

• Photo stop at The Las Vegas Sign
• Up to 2 hours at Hoover Dam
• Government Guided Interior Tour
• Departs twice daily
• Access to the Newly Opened Visitors  
   Center, Museum, Monuments, and 
   Gift Shop

$65    $39 Add Heli
$99

*Includes lunch and Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory Stop

HOOVER DAM
DELUXE TOUR

• Photo stop at The Las Vegas Sign
• Up to 2 hours at Hoover Dam
• Government Guided Interior Tour
• Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory &
   Cacti Gardens
• Includes Lunch

$75    $49 Add Heli
$99
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VISIONS

Neon Embers
“I always search for a new way to capture something that has been captured millions 

of times,” says Las Vegas photographer Yevgeniy Zakharkin. After a stroke of luck 
allowed Zakharkin rooftop access in late 2013, he captured this image of the Las Vegas 
Valley. “It was a most amazing, almost perfect night to go up on the rooftop,” Zakharkin 
adds. “It was a cloudy evening with beautiful colors developing over the valley.”

PHOTO BY YEVGENIY ZAKHARKIN

See more of Zakharkin’s work at iclimatestudios.com.
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VISIONS

A FALLON FEBRUARY
Fallon photographer Richard Baker took 

this photo of the Carson River in Fallon on 
February 9, 2014, while on an outing with his 
daughter. “We had a little rain that afternoon, 
which always gets me excited in the desert 
because it really pulls out color and contrast in 
the plant life here,” Baker says. 

PHOTO BY RICHARD BAKER

See more of Baker’s work at photogrick.com.

20 N E V A D A M A G A Z I N E . C O M

MJ14_p018-021_Visions.indd   20 4/9/14   3:19 PM



 M A Y / J U N E  2 0 1 4      21

GROUP CHOICE

Each issue, our Nevada Photographers Facebook 
group votes for their favorite photo out of three 
selected by Nevada Magazine staff.

JOIN OUR NEVADA PHOTOGRAPHERS GROUP  
facebook.com/groups/nevadasnaps

SYMMETRICAL SERENITY
“I make sure to get up way before 

sunrise to peer out the front window and 
check conditions for an amazing sunrise,” 
says Lori Hibbett, who shot this sunrise 
scene over Topaz Lake in March. “If it 
looks like it has potential, I head to the 
shore at least 30 minutes before sunrise  
to get set up.”

PHOTO BY LORI HIBBETT

See more of Hibbett’s work at  
flickr.com/photos/50091407@N04. 

COLORFUL CAMPUS
Reno photographer Lee Pfalmer captured this image of the Mackay Mines 

Building on the University of Nevada, Reno campus in March. “I spotted the po-
tential photo while a colleague and I were returning to the office after an unrelated 
photo shoot,” Pfalmer says. “Sometimes the best photos find you when you’re not 
looking for them.”

PHOTO BY LEE PFALMER

See more of Pfalmer’s work at leepfalmer.com.

ART DIRECTOR’S CHOICE

Each issue, Nevada Magazine Art Director Sean 
Nebeker chooses a photo submitted via e-mail or 
Facebook to be showcased on this page.   
E-mail your photos to snebeker@nevadamagazine.com.
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TAKING THE ROADS LESS TRAVELED IN NEVADA OFFERS A SPECIAL 

VIEW OF THE STATE. 

Our fi rst stop was the Car Forest in Goldfi eld. Of the several hundred photographs I took, this one seemed to really exemplify the spirit of 

our 36-hour road trip from Las Vegas to Elko. The trip consisted of three friends, great happiness, and exploring Nevada with the sense that 

you just never know what you might fi nd. From left to right: Sarah Decker Ning, Ric Rushton, and Tiffany Tiberti.

 STORY & PHOTOS BY SARAH DECKER NING

I was insistent upon driving to the National 
Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Elko this year. 
Having lived in Nevada since 1997 and in Las 
Vegas since 1998, I knew I was missing out on 
the unique history of the state by always heading 
to an airport instead of hopping in a car when 
traveling. Having been born in Indiana, I have 

always said I am a “Hoosier by birth, but a Neva-
dan by heart.” I really wanted to experience the 
views that could be taken in while traveling in a 
car. What better way to explore than on a road 
trip with friends? So with my pals who share my 
love of Nevada and armed with several weeks of 
research on the cities, ghost towns, and histori-
cal relics we wanted to see, we packed our bags 
and were o�  with Las Vegas behind us.

ON THE ROAD TO COWBOY POETRY

TRAVELS
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TRAVELS
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Next we arrived in Amargosa Valley, directly next to the Longstreet Inn & Casino. With the relatively barren des-

ert landscape along Highway 373, we were caught off guard to see this unexpected large cow perched on 

the side of the road. Come to fi nd out this is a statute of the deceased bull Herman, who was billed as the 

World’s Biggest Steer at 6 foot 4 inches tall and weighing 2,800 pounds.

This photograph 

was taken at the 

Car Forest in 

Goldfi eld. Offi cially 

named the Inter-

national Car Forest 

of the Last Church, 

this made our list 

because it was bi-

zarre and seemed 

colorfully artistic. 

We found these 

cars beautiful, 

abandoned, and 

almost begging to 

have us interact 

with them.

TRAVELSTRAVELS

Amargosa Valley

Goldfield
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The fi rst pho-

tograph was 

taken at the 

historical land-

mark famed 

Mizpah Hotel 

in Tonopah in 

room 401, the 

great corner 

suite overlook-

ing Main Street 

that is named 

after the 

owner’s grand-

mother Emma 

Bunting. By the 

time we arrived at this fantastic hotel that has been so incredibly preserved, 

we had traveled through Amargosa Valley, Beatty, and Goldfi eld. Tired from 

our journey, we had dinner at the hotel restaurant and then played cards and 

drank cocktails in the lobby bar well into the night as we reminisced about 

our exciting day and all we had seen. In our collective extensive travels 

in our lifetime, we all decided these beds were without question the most 

comfortable mattresses we have ever encountered. In the remodel and pres-

ervation of this hotel, there was great care in paying homage to its history in 

its design, but thinking about modern touches like these great mattresses. It 

was nice to enjoy a great night sleep after a long day on the road. Short of 

sighting the famous ghost of the lady in red, we could not say enough nice 

things about our stay at the Mizpah.

This photograph was taken 

in Goldfi eld, outside the 

original Santa Fe Club 

Saloon. In the weeks lead-

ing up to our road trip, we 

had discovered through 

an Internet search that 

the notable Nevadan Jim 

Marsh has had a life-long 

passion for this area of Ne-

vada, owning several bars 

and saloons. We chose 

to visit the Santa Fe Club 

Saloon where we knew 

Mr. Marsh housed many 

of his own historical relics, 

including many photos and 

documents. The area has 

a great little bar and was a 

nice stop in our day.
Goldfield

Tonopah

TRAVELS
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Fares, routes, schedules are subject to change without notice. Children ages 2 through 12 receive a 50% discount on most Amtrak rail fares, all year long, when accompanied by at least one person paying a regular full adult rail fare.  Up to two 
children’s discounts are permitted in conjunction with each adult traveler. Amtrak, California Zephyr, and Enjoy the journey are registered service marks of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation.

Travel on Amtrak® this summer and rediscover family time.
Kids ages 2-12 travel for 50% off the adult fare.
The California Zephyr® provides daily service to: 
Chicago • Denver • Elko • Winnemucca • Reno • Sacramento • San Francisco

Visit Amtrak.com or call 1-800-USA-RAIL.

Amtrak_NevMag_7.1x4.65.indd   1 3/18/14   9:30 AM
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Next we arrived at the town of 

Belmont, which made our list of 

stops because it certainly seemed 

through all our research like a true 

Nevada ghost town. Intrigued by 

the famous courthouse, which 

sat on the opposite side of a 

little ravine, we explored most 

of the town on foot. There was 

an eerie silence all around us 

the entire time adding to the 

whole ghost town experience. So 

many relics of the past seem to 

simply be everywhere, including 

old wagons, abandoned tools, 

boarded up mine shafts, and 

crumbling facades of buildings. The tools in this photo were on 

a picnic table behind an old wooden house. In the context of where 

we found them, they were part of a ghost town. Somehow pictured 

here, they are exquisitely beautiful. 

This photo was taken beside one of the many great Nevada Histori-

cal Markers pointing out the historical relevance of a particular spot. 

This one, with the famous courthouse in the distance, talks about 

Belmont, the courthouse, and its history. This sign is number 138 of 

more than 265 located throughout Nevada. They were an endless 

source of interesting information along our journey from Las Vegas 

to Elko, and certainly helped sew together our historical points of 

interest throughout our journey.  

BelmontLas Vegas

Amargosa
Valley

Goldfi eld

Tonopah

Belmont

Austin
Eureka

Elko

Next we arrived at the town of 

Belmont, which made our list of 

stops because it certainly seemed 

through all our research like a true 

Nevada ghost town. Intrigued by 

crumbling facades of buildings. The tools in this photo were on 

TRAVELS
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Having left Belmont and while buzzing along dirt roads through Manhattan, we passed through Carvers and Kingston, reading the fun facts 

we discovered about these two towns along the way. We did not have time to stop though, for we were on a mission to reach Austin.

  We stopped to have lunch at the International Hotel Cafe and had a most spectacular bowl of homemade tomato soup to accompany a darn 

good grilled cheese sandwich. Attached on one side of the cafe are remains of the historic International Hotel (originally constructed in Vir-

ginia City), including this great old bar. I kept thinking some bar maid with a bustier was going to pop up and offer me some whiskey.

A stone’s throw past Austin 

we climbed up a slightly steep 

pass, reaching the renowned 

Stokes Castle. Beautifully 

perched on this ridgeline, it 

seemed to possess the ideal 

view of the grand valley below. 

It remains standing as a monu-

ment to the men who built it 

and those who helped develop 

the mines around Austin, and 

is a reminder that you never 

know what you are going to 

fi nd along the next mile marker 

on a road trip.

Austin

Austin
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We made it! After 36 hours, several hundred miles, and countless photos, stories, and 

cool memories, our journey concluded with our arrival to Elko and the start of our sec-

ond adventure at the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering. This photo was taken at the 

Pioneer Bar at the Western Folk Life Center where we raised our glasses to friendship 

and our fun road trip.
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We made it! After 36 hours, several hundred miles, and countless photos, stories, and 

cool memories, our journey concluded with our arrival to Elko and the start of our sec-

ond adventure at the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering. This photo was taken at the 

Pioneer Bar at the Western Folk Life Center where we raised our glasses to friendship 

and our fun road trip.

From Austin to Eureka—with no rest for the weary traveling the Loneliest Road in America—we forged ahead. The fi rst photo was taken 

at the famous Eureka Opera House in Eureka, in front of the stage with its original curtain. Weeks in advance, we reached out to Patty 

Peek, the Assistant Director of the Opera House regarding hours of operations. Low and behold, it was Patty that warmly greeted us 

upon arrival and showed us around. From the Opera House, to the Court House across the street with its pressed tin ceiling and the old 

shotgun mounted on the wall, to the printing press machines and materials housed at what once was the Eureka Sentinel newspaper, 

Eureka is a literally a gold mine of historically fun Nevada relics. 

Elko

TRAVELS

Eureka

A lthough she has 

lived in many differ-

ent places across the country, 

Sarah Decker Ning chooses 

to call Nevada home. Since 

meeting her husband in Reno 

and moving to Las Vegas in 

1998, Ning has kept up on 

various happenings across 

the state. 
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EurEka County EConomiC DEvElopmEnt program

P.O. Box 753, Eureka, Nevada 89316 • 775-237-5484
www.eurekacounty.com • econdev@eurekanv.org

funded in part by: TravelNevada.com

Eureka Opera House
775-237-6006

Perdiz Sport Shooting
775-237-7027

visit EurEkaCounty.Com for EvEnt DatEs anD 
monthly EntErtainmEnt CalEnDar

May 9-10: Show What Ya Brung  
Car Show & Drag Race

June 13-15: Western Heritage 
Days, Eureka County  
Fairgrounds

July 4th Old Fashioned  
Independence Day  
Celebration

EUREKA, NEVADA!

MIZPAH  HOTEL
1907

Dining, Gaming, Spirits
and the Rest is History

Making Beautiful Memories
Since 1907

www.mizpahhotel.net
775.482.3030

100 Main Street, Tonopah, NV, 89049

Eureka

MJ14_p022-029_WideOpen_VegastoElko.indd   29 4/11/14   2:47 PM



30 N E V A D A M A G A Z I N E . C O M

HeavenlyHeavenly

Hot Springs
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WIDE OPEN

Hot Springs

JEANNE HOWERTON

The turquoise waters of Hot Creek Springs, located in the White River Valley in eastern Nye County, typically sit at a comfortable 90 degrees and 

support an abundance of wildlife.

NEVADA’S GEOTHERMAL ACTIVITY OFFERS SERENE SOAKING EXPERIENCES.

BY ERIC CACHINERO
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Left: The lower dipping pool at Spencer Hot Springs allows visitors to regulate the temperature of the water. Right: The runoff from Spencer Hot 

Springs offers an abundance of unique photographic opportunities. 

WIDE OPEN

� ere’s nothing quite like immersing yourself in a hot bath af-
ter a long day hiking or skiing in the Silver State. � ough Nevada 
certainly has its share of luxurious spas o� ering soothing mineral 
baths, visiting one of the approximately 300 natural hot springs 
that essentially exist in our back yards allows for a comparable 
experience. With each spring comes a di� erent temperature, size, 
and location, allowing natural hot spring enthusiasts to seek out 
their ideal spot to soak. Besides being a great way to explore some 
lesser-known areas of the state, visiting natural hot springs is a 
relaxing way to enjoy Mother Nature’s wonders in Nevada.  

A natural hot spring is a place in the earth’s crust where 
groundwater, heated by geothermal energy, emerges. When 
groundwater makes contact with hot rocks or magma, the water 
is heated—often to boiling temperatures—and then rises to the 
surface where it develops into hot springs and geysers.

Many of Nevada’s natural hot springs are scalding hot, and 
should not be approached by the casual visitor. Extreme caution 
and common sense should be used each time you enter a natural 
hot spring (see Know Your Surroundings on page 36). 

SPENCER HOT SPRINGS
Nestled neatly in the Toquima Range approximately 18 miles 

southeast of Austin, Spencer Hot Springs is one of the state’s 
most accessible springs and o� ers multiple large soaking areas. 
White alkali dust—a signature sign of geothermal activity—coats 

the ground surrounding the springs and sagebrush speckles the 
central-Nevada landscape. 

A hot-tub-sized dipping pool has been created at the upper 
spring and is lined with � at stones, o� ering a very primitive ver-
sion of a hot tub. � e lower spring o� ers a smaller metal dipping 
pool where you can regulate the temperature of the water. Water 
is fed into the pool by a small pipe. When the water reaches the 
desired temperature, visitors can simply remove the pipe and 
relax at their leisure. � e water � owing out of the tub continues 
on its path downhill, creating several smaller pools, giving unique 
life to the desert. A couple dozen gold� sh live in the springs’ 
runo� , calling the warm water home year round. 

Although the area has no campground amenities, several 
metal � re pits exist near the springs. � ere is plenty of room to 
park trailers or set up tents; however, if you do decide to camp, be 
sure to set up a good distance away from the soaking pools so to 
avoid infringing on others’ ability to enjoy the springs. 

Getting there: From Austin, travel approximately 12 miles east on U.S. 
Highway 50 the intersection with State Route 376. Turn south on S.R. 376, 
and after 0.3 miles, take an immediate left onto a dirt road (marked by a 
road sign for Toquima Cave). Travel on the dirt road for approximately 6 
miles. The springs will be on your left. 

ERIC CACHINERO P. GROVER CLEVELAND
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WIDE OPEN

N E V A D A m a g a z i n e . c o m

Telling the Silver State’s story since 1936.

Celebrate Nevada’s 150th  
All Year Long!

Historical Nevada Book 
Immerse yourself in Nevada history via the pages of “Historical Nevada:  
150 Memorable Images in Celebration of the Silver State’s Sesquicentennial.”

only $29.95 (plus $6 S&H) 

Subscribe: 
Keep up with the Nevada 
Sesquicentennial celebration 
with a subscription to  
Nevada Magazine. 

1-Year (6 issues) Subscription  
for only $19.95

Visit nevadamagazine.com, or call 775-687-0610 or toll free 855-729-7117 to order.

10 N E V A D A m a g a z i n e . c o m

In 1867, the Consolidated Virginia Mining Company began operations in Virginia City, but did not immediately achieve success. In 1871, James Flood—in partnership with 
John Mackay, James Fair, and William O’Brien—bought stock in Consolidated Virginia, forming the Bonanza Firm. Eventually, the men bought the land owned by Consoli-
dated Virginia. � ey hit the “Big Bonanza” in 1873, extracting more than $100 million in silver ore over the next nine years.

neVaDa HiSToRicaL SocieTY

The Consolidated Virginia Mine in Virginia City, site of the Big Bonanza of the 1870s.
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LEACH HOT SPRINGS
Located south of Winnemucca via Grass Valley Road, Leach 

Hot Springs is a great destination for amateurs. With a very large 
area to soak, the springs are the perfect starting point for those 
looking to test the waters. A well-maintained dirt road allows 
most vehicles access.

Visitors should be advised that although the swimming portion 
of the springs is on public property, the source of the springs 
is not, and is very dangerous to approach. � e springs o� er no 
campground amenities.

Getting there: From Winnemucca, travel south on Grass Valley Road for 
approximately 13 miles. When the pavement ends, continue on Grass Valley 
Road for another 15 miles. The springs will be on your right. 

SOLDIER MEADOWS HOT SPRINGS
North of the Black Rock Desert and Gerlach lies a remote soak-

ing area, Soldier Meadows Hot Springs. � e springs at Soldier 
Meadows form a hot creek in which man-made dams cause 
hot-tub-sized dipping pools to form. According to Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), the area includes seven semi-primitive 
camping facilities (parking areas and � re pits), a vault toilet, and 
walking trails that lead to the springs. � e area also includes a 
primitive cabin that is available for public use on a � rst-come, 
� rst-serve basis. 

Because of approximately 60 miles of dirt road between the 
Black Rock Desert and the springs, a four-wheel drive vehicle is 
recommended. BLM suggests people making the trip carry two 
spare tires. � e area is very remote and can be di�  cult to � nd. 

Getting there: From Gerlach, travel north on County Road 34 for approxi-
mately 13 miles. Take a slight right on to Soldier Meadows Road, and travel 
approximately 47 miles. The springs will be on your left. 

Clockwise from left to right: The springs at Soldier Meadows Hot Springs form a hot creek, in which several dipping pools have been built. Leach 

Hot Springs offers a very large area to soak, and are easily accessible via dirt roads. The springs allow visitors to enjoy spectacular sunset views 

while soaking. 

WIDE OPEN

ERIC CACHINEROPAULA RILEY

ERIC CACHINERO
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Visit our Website at www.scolaristores.com

The ONLY locally owned and operated Grocer
in Northern Nevada featuring a Full Service
Food and Drug Store for one stop shopping.

Reno • Sparks •  Yerington • Fernley • Tonopah

MADE IN
NEVADA

Look for the “Made In Nevada” tags featuring
products produced right here in Nevada! 

Use your 
smartpone 
to scan the 
code for 
tickets.

Only, Only, we provide 

the crazy uncle.
the crazy uncle.Only, 
the crazy uncle.Only, Only, 
the crazy uncle.Only, we provide 

the crazy uncle.we provide 
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Austin is celebrating Nevada’s 150 year anniversary with an exciting international
event that includes more than 250 participants from over eighteen countries. 
The 2014 Landsailing World Championship will be held at nearby Smith Creek
Playa, and these landsailers, powered solely by wind, are here to set some records.
It’s a perfect time to visit Austin—don’t let this great summer event sail by.

More information about the 2014 Landsailing World Championship can be
found at the North American Land Sailing Association website, www.nalsa.org.

The Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce ~ 775.964.2200 ~ AustinNevada.com

Austin, Nevada, July 12th–19th:
Our world-class visitors will be blown away!
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HENRY MATTHIESSEN

Above: Larry Leigh soaks in Ruby Valley Hot Springs south of Elko. Below: Christopher Vodopich relaxes in an unidentifi ed hot spring near Wells. 

WIDE OPEN

KNOW YOUR SURROUNDINGS  

Whether you decide to visit a well-known hot spring or attempt 
to venture to a lesser-known geothermal zone, be sure to follow a 
few tips to keep yourself and others around you safe:

• Always test the temperature of the water before getting in 
a natural hot spring. Even well-known springs can drastically 
change temperatures, so testing the water each time will ensure 
you don’t step into a spring that is too hot. A food thermometer 
works well for testing. 

• Always be sure to bring a proper vehicle with enough gas to 
make it to and from your destination, as well as plenty of extra 
food and water in case you have vehicle trouble. Often times 
Nevada hot springs are located in remote areas. Be sure to bring 
a detailed map and let people know where you are going before 
embarking. 

• While falling ill from swimming in hot springs is extremely 
rare, there is still a possibility that it could happen. Some hot 

springs contain organisms that can be harmful to humans. It may 
be a good idea to keep your head above water at all times. 

• Please pick up any trash you bring to a hot spring. A much-
anticipated soak in nature can be tainted by a spring riddled with 
trash and broken glass. 

• Because of potential slippery or sharp rocks and occasional 
broken glass, a pair of sturdy water shoes is recommended before 
stepping in.  

LISA HIGGINS
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Florence, Italy in the 17th century.
A place of color and exuberance. A time of lavish 
artistic expression known as the Baroque.
Feel this period come alive with a breathtaking 
presentation housed at two locations: the Nevada 
Museum of Art and arte  italia.

Exclusively sponsored by the E. L. Wiegand Foundation. Donald W. Reynolds Center for the Visual Arts  |  E. L. Wiegand Gallery
160 West Liberty Street, Reno, Nevada 89501  |  nevadaart.org

442 Flint Street, Reno, Nevada 89501  |  arteitaliausa.org

 Italian Baroque
Paintings from the
Haukohl  Family Collection

through July 6
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PLAY, SHOP AND EXPLORE OVER 85 AMAZING SPECIALTY SHOPS 
WITH THE AREA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF 

SPORTS, FASHION & FOOTWEAR

WEL CO M E  TO

your next

destinationEX PL O R AT IO N

1200 SCHEELS DRIVE • SPARKS, NV • 775.331.2700 •

WIDE OPEN
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LEACH HOT SPRINGS

SOLDIER MEADOWS HOT SPRINGS

SPENCER HOT SPRINGS

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Spencer Hot Springs

Austin Ranger District Offi ce

fs.usda.gov, 775-964-2671

Leach Hot Springs

Winnemucca District Offi ce

nv.blm.gov, 775-623-1500

Soldier Meadows Hot Springs

Winnemucca District Offi ce

nv.blm.gov, 775-623-1500

ERIC CACHINERO

Spencer Hot Springs
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Ph: 1.866.736.3716
www.beattynevada.org

From Death Valley to Rhyolite Ghost Town,  
and from the Amargosa Big Dunes to Bailey’s  
Hot Springs...Beatty is in the center of it all.  

We’re your gateway to adventure!

JUST 98 MILES NORTH OF LAS VEGAS ON HIGHWAY 95.
Made possible by a Nevada Commission on Tourism grant. www.travelnevada.com

A STEP BACK INTO THE OLD WEST.A STEP BACK INTO THE OLD WEST.A STEP BACK INTO THE OLD WEST.

[BEATTY /RHYOLITE ][BEATTY /RHYOLITE ] From old west shootouts along the streets of 
Beatty to the desolate silence of Rhyolite Ghost Town, you’ll feel as if you’ve 

stepped back in time, to the days when outlaws like Billy the Kid ran a muck.
The gunslingers that walk these streets today are just having fun, and

while reenactments of old west shootouts are a daily occurence, you’ll
find nothing but friendly folks and plenty of adventure to be had.

[BEATTY /RHYOLITE ][BEATTY /RHYOLITE ]
Beatty to the desolate silence of Rhyolite Ghost Town, you’ll feel as if you’ve Beatty to the desolate silence of Rhyolite Ghost Town, you’ll feel as if you’ve 

stepped back in time, to the days when outlaws like Billy the Kid ran a muck.stepped back in time, to the days when outlaws like Billy the Kid ran a muck.
The gunslingers that walk these streets today are just having fun, andThe gunslingers that walk these streets today are just having fun, and

www.beattynevada.org

[BEATTY /RHYOLITE ]

while reenactments of old west shootouts are a daily occurence, you’ll
find nothing but friendly folks and plenty of 

[BEATTY /RHYOLITE ]
Beatty to the desolate silence of Rhyolite Ghost Town, you’ll feel as if you’ve 

stepped back in time, to the days when outlaws like Billy the Kid ran a muck.
The gunslingers that walk these streets today are just having fun, and

GHOST TOWNS & GUNFIGHTERS
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SparksSparksSparks
The Founding of
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In the early 1900s, the Southern Pacifi c Railroad 

Company realigned its tracks, eliminating the need 

for the division point in Wadsworth. This photo-

graph shows Engine No. 124 in Wadsworth before 

the town’s exodus to the new division point location 

in the area that would eventually become Sparks. 

Established as a railroad 

town on the swamps 

east of Reno, this Nevada 

community has shimmered 

for more than a century. 

BY ERIC CACHINERO

Although Sparks is often overlooked in the 
annals of Nevada history, the story of the devel-
opment of this railroad town is as strong as the 
steel from which its tracks were forged. In its 
early years, the town—the result of an exodus 
from Wadsworth—relied solely on the commerce 
and jobs provided by the railroad company that 
created it. Boasting the largest railway round-
house in the world at the time of its inception in 
the early 1900s, Sparks’ growth picked up steam 
throughout the decades, fashioning the quaint, 
lively community that exists today.

I HEAR THE TRAIN A COMIN’
Railway transportation in Nevada was � our-

ishing in the early 1900s, and with the in� ux of 
trains came the need for expansion. In 1902, the 
Southern Paci� c Railroad Company shortened 
and straightened its lines across the Forty Mile 
Desert, eliminating Wadsworth, the division 
point at that time. � is move created the neces-
sity for a new division point, with Reno being 
considered a candidate for the relocation. How-
ever, Reno’s high real estate costs caused South-
ern Paci� c to reconsider its new division point 
location. Rather than ante up for the real estate, 
the company instead settled for the swampy, 
� ood-prone area just east of Reno. 

According to an online article published 
by the Sparks Museum & Cultural Center, the 
Southern Paci� c Railroad Company used 334 rail 
cars and personnel to � ll the swampy area with 
dirt and gravel. After six months of hauling and 
spreading new ground, the average elevation of 

SPARKS MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTER
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42 N E V A D A M A G A Z I N E . C O M

HISTORY

MJ14_p040-045_History_Sparks.indd   42 4/11/14   10:08 AM



 M A Y / J U N E  2 0 1 4     43

Clockwise from left to right: The roundhouse in Sparks, photographed here circa 1902, was the 

largest railway roundhouse in the world at the time of its completion. This 1901 photograph shows 

Central Pacifi c Railroad employees and families during a picnic held in Wadsworth. An early 1900s 

photograph of Main Street shows the fi rst hotel in Sparks—the Wallstab Hotel.

the site was raised by 18 inches. 
From 1903-1904 (though some sources 

claim as early as 1902), construction of the 
railway roundhouse and new railway facilities 
was underway. Because employees of the pre-
vious division point in Wadsworth wanted to 
follow their jobs, many made the decision to 
move along with the railway. A section of land 
west of the roundhouse was designated as a 
living quarters for railway workers, and soon 
began the mass migration from Wadsworth to 
the newly created railroad town. 

THE RAILWAY EXODUS
News of the location change dealt a stern 

blow to the future and prosperity of Wad-
sworth. Long-time residents were reluctant 
to abandon their homes, but their livelihood 
was dependent on the railroad. 

In early July 1904, practically the entire 
town of Wadsworth picked up and moved to 
its new location. Personal belongings—in-
cluding everything from pets and livestock to 
trees and shrubs—were packed onto railway 

cars for the move. Entire homes were cut into 
sections and loaded on Southern Paci� c � at 
cars for transportation, free of charge by the 
company.  

In a matter of weeks, Wadsworth essen-
tially became a ghost town. According to the 
Nevada State Archives, the population of 
Wadsworth in 1900 was 1,309, and in 1910, it 
had dropped to a meager 250. As quickly as 
Wadsworth had been abandoned, however, 
the new city—still lacking a proper name—
began to grow. 

� ere were several designations that began 
to take form while the city was in its early 
stages. New Wadsworth, East Reno, and 
Harriman—a candidate designed to honor 
the president of the Southern Paci� c Rail-
road Company, Edward H. Harriman—all 
became prospects for the town’s name. After 
interested parties failed to agree, the name of 
Nevada’s governor at the time, John Sparks, 
was suggested and it stuck. According to the 
Sparks Museum & Cultural Center, Sparks was 
o�  cially incorporated on March 15, 1905.

PHOTOS: SPARKS MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTER

Historical 
Nevada Book

Immerse yourself in Nevada 
history via the pages of 
Historical Nevada: 
150 Memorable Images in 
Celebration of the Silver 
State’s Sesquicentennial.

only $29.95 (plus $6 S&H)

Visit nevadamagazine.com, 
or call 775-687-0610 or toll 
free 855-729-7117 to order.
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CHUGGING ALONG
Business in Sparks remained relatively 

quiet throughout the following decades. 

� e roundhouse and accompanying busi-

nesses served as the central employer and 

revenue generator for Sparks for 54 years, 

before the advent of the diesel locomotive 

led to the demise of steam locomotives.

In the 1950s, Sparks began to change. 

Subdivisions began springing up in the 

grazing lands northeast of the city. With 

the railroad now playing a diminished 

role, Sparks began to transform into a 

residential community. In the 1970s, ware-

housing and manufacturing plants were 
constructed on the south end of the city, 
giving Sparks a network of new roads.

� e city continued to develop and 
expand through the ‘80s, seeing its � rst 
high-rise hotel and casino completed in 
1984. Soon after it was constructed, John 
Ascuaga’s Nugget became a bastion of 
gaming and hospitality in Sparks.

� en, in 1997, Mother Nature delivered 
a surprising new recreation area to the 
city. Helms Pit—a gravel pit more than 
100 feet deep in east Sparks that had been 
used to supply the city with millions of 
tons of rock for road and construction 

projects—was at the mercy of torren-
tial rain. � e rain brought some of the 
highest recorded � ooding in the area’s 
history, which � lled up the gravel pit and 
subsequently created the Sparks Marina. 
� e unexpected marina has given rise to 
recreation in the area, including � shing, 
kayaking, and sailing.

Now established as a charming resi-
dential community, Sparks continues to 
expand and transform. � ough tracks 
certainly still wind across its surface, the 
city is now far detached from the days 
when it relied on the railroad to support 
its existence.  

SPARKS MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTER

Constructed in 1904, the Sparks Grammar and High School (above) hired Robert H. Mitchell as principal, before the building was ultimately 

deemed unsafe and was demolished 1937. Robert Mitchell Elementary School now stands in its place. Opposite page: An early photograph of 

Sparks shows several businesses, including Robison Mercantile and the Bank of Sparks. 
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The Glendale School-The Oldest Remaining 
School Building in Nevada

The Glendale School was built in 1864, the same year that Nevada 
gained its statehood. The school was constructed to serve the thriving 
farming community that existed in the area prior to the establishment 
of Reno and Sparks. The existence of the building is owed to E.C. 
Sessions—a rancher and fi rst teacher of the Glendale School—who had 
been using his home as a schoolhouse and needed to expand. The cost 
for materials—paid for by town sawmill owner C.H. Eastman—totaled 
$1,466, with the construction assigned to a carpenter named Archie 
Bryant. The school was in continuous use until its doors closed in 1958.
   In 1975, the Washoe County School District Board of Trustees agreed 
to move the building to protect it from fi res and vandalism, transporting 
it to a new location next to the historic Lakes Mansion on the grounds 
of the Reno Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority. The schoolhouse 
remained there until 1993, when deterioration due to a lack of funding 
caused the school to be moved to its current location on Victorian 
Square in Sparks.
   The schoolhouse is open during special events in Sparks, such as 
the Nugget Rib Cook-Off.

PLAN YOUR TRIP

Sparks Museum & Cultural Center

814 Victorian Ave., Sparks, NV 89431

sparksmuseum.org, 775-355-1144

ERIC CACHINERO

SPARKS MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTER
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WHERE

The New Tropicana Resort in Las Vegas

WHEN

Showtime: Sun.-Thu., 7:30 p.m.; Sat. 

5:30 & 9 p.m. 

TICKETS

troplv.com, 800-829-9034

Starting at $49

WORTH A CLICK

mamma-mia.com

ALSO AT THE NEW 
TROPICANA RESORT
SHOWS

Laugh Factory Las Vegas, nightly

MURRAY Celebrity Magician, Sun.-Thu. 

MAMMA MIA!
DANCING QUEENS HIT THE STAGE 
AT THE TROPICANA.

As one of the most critically ac-
claimed and successful musicals 
of all time, Mamma Mia! cel-

ebrates its jubilant return to the Strip with 
new performances beginning May 8 at 
� e New Tropicana Resort in Las Vegas. 
Performances take place in the state-of-
the-art Tropicana � eater, o� ering up a 
tribute to the classic ABBA songs includ-
ing “Dancing Queen,” “� e Winner Takes 
It All,” “Money, Money, Money” and “Take 
a Chance on Me.” 

After being viewed by more than 54 mil-
lion worldwide and celebrating more than 
10 years as a Broadway favorite, Mamma 
Mia! has solidi� ed its existence as a classic 
musical. � e iconic songs are composed 
by Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus, 
former members of ABBA, and written by 
British playwright Catherine Johnson. 

Special ticket packages are available for 
a two-or three-night stay at the Tropicana 
and include two Mamma Mia! show tick-
ets with orchestra or mezzanine seating.
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NEWS

“O” by Cirque Du Soleil has unveiled seven new VIP suites 

in the theater at the Bellagio. Each exclusive box seat 

offers a unique opera house style and feel, and includes 

a complimentary bottle of champagne or wine, chocolate 

truffl es, and a private cocktail server. cirquedusoleil.com, 

888-488-7111

In January, The D Las Vegas and Golden Gate Hotel & 

Casino became the fi rst casino properties to accept Bitcoin. 

The digital currency is accepted at fi ve locations, including 

both hotels’ front desks and The D’s gift shop thed.com, 

702-388-2400

SHOWS OF INTEREST
OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN
The Flamingo
May 6-10, 27-31
fl amingolasvegas.com, 702-777-2782

ELI YOUNG BAND
The Palms
May 10
palms.com, 702-942-7777

SHANIA TWAIN
The Colosseum at Caesars Palace
May 20-21, 24-25, 28, 31; 
June 1, 3-4, 6-7
thecolosseum.com, 866-227-5938

BRUNO MARS
The Cosmopolitan
May 23-24
cosmopolitanlasvegas.com, 
702-698-7000

CHER
MGM Grand
May 25
mgmgrand.com, 855-275-5733

JAY LENO
The Mirage
June 6
mirage.com, 702-791-7111

LIONEL RICHIE
Mandalay Bay
June 6
mandalaybay.com, 702-632-7777

BILLY JOEL
MGM Grand
June 7
mgmgrand.com, 855-275-5733

THE BOOK OF MORMON
The Smith Center 
for the Performing Arts
June 10-15, 17-22, 24-29
thesmithcenter.com, 702-749-2012

ELECTRIC DAISY CARNIVAL
Las Vegas Motor Speedway
June 20-22
electricdaisycarnival.com, 
702-644-4444

DON’T MISS
GUNS N’ ROSES

May 21, 24-25, 28, 30-31; June 4, 6-7

hardrockhotel.com, 702-693-5000

   Guns n’ Roses returns to The Joint inside Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino for their encore residency, No 
Trickery! An Evening of Destruction. The group is set 
to perform nine raw and gritty rock shows from May 
21 through June 7, that allow fans to get an up-close 
view while the group performs everything from its 
greatest hits to a few lesser-known tracks.
   Appetite for Democracy, Guns n’ Roses’ successful 
fi rst residency, debuted at the Hard Rock in 2012 and 
featured a jam-packed set list, pyrotechnics, and an 
electric stage display. The group, founded by front 
man Axl Rose, aims to leave fans in awe once again, 

promising a bigger and better show than ever before. 

Showtime: varies

ALSO AT THE HARD ROCK HOTEL

Andrew Dice Clay, May 1-2, 4, 16-18, 22-25, 29-31; 

June 5-8, 19-22

Jim Jefferies, May 31

William Fitzsimmons, May 27

las vegas shows

Andrew Dice Clay
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free
Tourism agencies 
101     Greater Austin   
           Chamber of Commerce
102  Beatty Chamber  
 of Commerce
103 Boulder City Chamber  
 of Commerce
104 Carson City Convention  
 & Visitors Bureau
106 Carson Valley Visitors  
 Authority
107 White Pine County   
 Tourism & Rec Board
108 Eureka Opera House
109  Fallon Convention   
 &  Tourism Authority
110 Elko Convention 
 & Visitors Authority
112 Nevada Commission  
 on Tourism
114      Las Vegas Territory
115 Virginia City  
            Tourism Commission
117 Winnemucca CVA

119 Pony Express Territory
122 Las Vegas Convention  
 & Visitors Authority
129 Lincoln Communities
133 City of West Wendover
135 Nevada Silver Trails

HoTels
205 Mizpah Hotel
259  Whitney Peak Hotel 

B&B
401 Nevada B&B Guild

aTTracTions,
galleries, & museums
618 Springs Preserve
628    Nevada State   
          Museum, Carson City
634  California Trail  
          Interpretive Center 
638  Nevada Historical Society
640 Nevada Museum of Art

evenTs/sHows
704 Nevada’s Cowboy Country 

724  Reno Rodeo
726 Nevada Wildland  
 Fire Awareness

recreaTion
904 Sightseeing Tours Unlimited

real esTaTe
1114 Lynne Cauley Real   
 Estate Management

reTail sHoPPing
1205 University of Nevada Press
1210  Scheels
1217 Scolari’s Food & Drug  
 Company

Business services
1407 THS-Visuals Motion Pictures

TransPorTaTion
1606 Amtrak

raDio
2401 America Matters/Fox News

Information

To receive FREE information from our advertisers please circle the appropriate 
numbers on the card attached to this page, and mail. You will receive free brochures 
loaded with information. 
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In 1934, the Las Vegas Helldorado event established its roots as an 
opportunity to make a quick buck o�  Hoover Dam workers and visitors. 
� e event was forged with frontier and Wild West roots, allowing dam 
workers to blow o�  steam. As the dam reached completion and work-
ers began to leave the region, the event—founded and operated by the 
Benevolent and Protective order of Elks—acted as incentive to keep 
visitors in the heart of the Wild West. 

2014 marks the 80th year since Helldorado Days’ inception (taking 
a brief hiatus from 1998-2004), and this Nevada 150 o�  cial event is 
still organized by the Elks. Celebrating with a new location behind the 
Smith Center, this year’s event promises many Helldorado traditions, 
as well as some brand new activities.

From May 14-18, Helldorado Days features � ve nights of jam-packed, 
good ol’ fashioned rodeo. � is year’s event also features the Fiesta Del 
Charro—a centuries-old, traditional Mexican horseman event featuring 
competitors hailing from south of the border.

Equally as lively as the rodeo, the Helldorado Days parade is held 
Saturday, May 17, and features Nevada-themed � oats and high school 
marching bands. Other scheduled events include a carnival, mutton 

bustin’, golf tournament, art 
show, auction, and the Whis-
kerino beard-and-moustache 
contest. Prizes are awarded for 
the longest, best-groomed, 
and most-unique beard, as 
well as the longest moustache  
and more.

HELLDORADO DAYS
DEEP-ROOTED NEVADA TRADITION CELEBRATES ITS 80TH YEAR.

From June 19-29, the “Wildest, Richest Rodeo in the West” 
returns to the Reno-Sparks Livestock Events Center. � e Reno 
Rodeo is a 10-day event, featuring a parade, cattle drive, carnival, 
and some of the roughest rodeo in the West. One of the Reno 

Rodeo’s most popu-
lar events is the PRCA 
Xtreme Bull Riding, 
featuring 40 of the 
world’s best professional 
bull riders taking on 
40 of the country’s 
best bulls.  

PLAN YOUR TRIP 

Helldorado Days

Near the Smith Center for the 

Performing Arts, Las Vegas

May 14-18

elkshelldorado.com, 702-870-1221

PLAN YOUR TRIP 

Reno Rodeo

Reno-Sparks Livestock 

Events Center, Reno

June 19-28

renorodeo.com, 775-329-3877

RENO RODEO
ROUGHEST RODEO IN THE WEST 

RETURNS TO RENO.

FRED CORNELIUS
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EVENTS & SHOWS statewide

DAN THRIFT

EVENTS
GENOA COWBOY POETRY 
AND MUSIC FESTIVAL
Genoa
May 1-4
cowboypoetrygenoa.com, 775-782-8207

PIÑATAS & PREDATORS
Animal Ark, Reno
May 3
animalark.org, 775-970-3111

CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION
Grand Sierra Resort, Reno
May 3-4
cincodemayoreno.com, 775-291-3651

BELMONT COURTHOUSE TOURS
Belmont Courthouse, Belmont
May 3-4, 17-18, 26
775-482-3968

VEGAS UNCORK’D
Various locations throughout Las Vegas
May 8-11
vegasuncorked.com, 877-884-8993

CHILI ON THE COMSTOCK
Virginia City
May 10-11
visitvirginiacitynv.com, 775-718-7587

RENO RIVER FESTIVAL
Truckee River Whitewater Park, Reno
May 10-11
renoriverfestival.com, 775-784-9400

MOTHER’S DAY TRAINS
Nevada Northern Railway, Ely
May 11
nnry.com, 866-407-8326

V&T MOTHER’S DAY SPECIAL
V&T Railway Depot, Carson City
May 11
vtrailway.com, 775-291-0208

DUTCH OVEN CLASS
Lahontan State Recreational Area
May 17
parks.nv.gov, 775-867-3500

SAFE HAVEN SPRING DINNER 
& AUCTION
Winnemucca Convention Center, 
Winnemucca
May 17
safehavenwildlife.com, 775-538-7093

HIGH DESERT INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL
Pahrump Nugget, Pahrump
May 21-25
highdesertiff.com, 775-751-9411

RUN-A-MUCCA MOTORCYCLE RALLY
Winnemucca
May 23-25
runamucca.com, 775-623-5071

JIM BUTLER DAYS
Tonopah
May 23-26
tonopahnevada.com, 775-482-3558

NEVADA STATE MINING 
CHAMPIONSHIP
Tonopah Historic Mining Park, Tonopah
May 24-25
tonopahhistoricminingpark.com, 
775-482-9274

CHEETAH 500
Animal Ark, Reno
May 25
animalark.org, 775-970-3111

RENO-TAHOE ODYSSEY
Reno-Tahoe area
May 30-31
renotahoeodyssey.com, 775-825-3399

OLD FORT MINERAL AND GEM DIG
Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort, Las Vegas
May 31
parks.nv.gov, 702-486-3511

AMERICA’S MOST BEAUTIFUL 
BIKE RIDE
Lake Tahoe
June 1
bikethewest.com, 800-565-2704

FREE MUSEUM DAY
Various museums, Virginia City
June 6
visitvirginiacitynv.com, 775-847-7500

STREET VIBRATIONS SPRING RALLY
Reno
June 6-8
roadshowsreno.com, 775-329-7469

KIDS CARP DERBY
Lahontan State Recreational Area
June 7
parks.nv.gov, 775-867-3500

WOLF HOWL NIGHT
Animal Ark, Reno
June 7
animalark.org, 775-970-3111

COMSTOCK MUCK FEST
Virginia City
June 7-8
visitvirginiacitynv.com, 775-718-7587

CVQG QUILT SHOW
Carson City High School, Carson City
June 7-8
quiltshow.cvqg.com, 775-841-1843

CARSON VALLEY DAYS
Lampe Park, Gardnerville
June 12-15
carsonvalleynv.org, 775-782-8145

ELKO MOTORCYCLE JAMBOREE
Elko
June 13-15
elkomotorcyclejamboree.com

DAN THRIFT

ROBERT BRYE
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OCTANE FEST
Churchill County Fairgrounds, Fallon
June 13-15
octanefest.com, 775-423-4556

STEWART FATHER’S DAY POWWOW
Stewart Indian School, Carson City
June 13-15
stewartindianschool.com, 775-867-8333

FATHER’S DAY TRAINS
Nevada Northern Railway, Ely
June 14
nnry.com, 866-407-8326

GENOA SESQUICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION
Genoa
June 14
genoanevada.org, 775-781-1236

HISTORIC SPEAKER DAY
Mormon Station State Historical Park
June 14
parks.nv.gov, 775-782-2590

PAWS ON THE PLAZA
Victorian Square, Sparks
June 14
spcanevada.org, 775-324-7773

DASH 4 DADS CHEETAH CHASE
Animal Ark, Reno
June 15
animalark.org, 775-970-3111

VETERAN ENTREPRENEUR TRAINING 
SYMPOSIUM
Silver Legacy, Reno
June 16-19
veterantrainingsymposium.com, 
571-297-4039

RENO RODEO
Reno-Sparks Livestock Events Center, 
Reno
June 19-28
renorodeo.com, 775-329-3877

GREAT ELDORADO BBQ, BREWS, 
AND BLUES FESTIVAL
Eldorado, Reno
June 20-21
eldoradoreno.com, 775-786-5700

ADOBE BRICK MAKING DEMONSTRATION 
Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort, Las Vegas
June 21
parks.nv.gov, 702-486-3511

DUTCH OVEN CLASS
Lahontan State Recreation Area
June 21
parks.nv.gov, 775-867-3500

RENO ROCKABILLY RIOT
John Ascuaga’s Nugget, Sparks
June 26-29
janugget.com, 800-648-1177

BACON, BOURBON, & BLUES
Bartley Ranch Regional Park, Reno
June 27
carechest.org, 775-829-2273

SHOWS

THE LITTLE MERMAID
The Pioneer Center for the Performing 
Arts, Reno
May 3-4
pioneercenter.com, 775-686-6610

CEELO GREEN
Silver Legacy, Reno
May 9
silverlegacyreno.com, 775-325-7401

ELI YOUNG BAND
Peppermill Concert Hall, Wendover
May 9
wendoverfun.com, 800-217-0049

KATHY GRIFFIN
Peppermill Concert Hall, Wendover
May 10
wendoverfun.com, 800-217-0049

DANCE INFERNO
Eldorado, Reno
May 13-Aug. 10
eldoradoreno.com, 800-648-5966

JAMES BLUNT
Grand Sierra Resort, Reno
May 17
grandsierraresort.com, 800-648-3568

311
Peppermill Concert Hall, Wendover
May 23
wendoverfun.com, 800-217-0049

BRIT FLOYD: THE WORLD’S GREATEST 
PINK FLOYD TRIBUTE SHOW
Grand Sierra Resort, Reno
May 30
grandsierraresort.com, 800-648-3568

RESTLESS HEART
Cactus Pete’s, Jackpot
June 13-14
ameristar.com, 866-667-3386

BEACH BOYS
Peppermill Concert Hall, Wendover
June 14
wendoverfun.com, 800-217-0049

SARAH MCLACHLAN
Harvey’s Outdoor Arena, Stateline
June 24
harveystahoe.com, 775-588-6611
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EVENTS & SHOWS

DA VINCI THE EXHIBITION
LAS VEGAS EXHIBITION OFFERS A VIEW OF THE LIFE 
AND TALENT OF RENOWNED ARTIST. 

arts & museums

Visitors to the Exhibitions Gallery located inside � e 
Venetian Las Vegas are treated to an exhibit that takes 
an in depth look at Renaissance master Leonardo da 
Vinci. “Da Vinci � e Exhibition” is a hands-on display 
that examines many aspects of da Vinci’s life, including 
much of his research and art. Featuring over 65 fully 
constructed, life-size inventions, more than 20 � ne art 
pieces, and dozens of informative displays, the exhibit 
takes visitors on a tour through da Vinci’s complex 
beginning and lifetime achievements, including his 
feats in art, engineering, � ight, hydraulics, music, light, 
and more. 

Da Vinci’s inventions are highlighted throughout the 
exhibit, each handcrafted using a modern translation 
of da Vinci’s unique writing style. Trained artisans used 
these translations to construct full-scale models, bring-
ing da Vinci’s two-dimensional plans to life. 

Beyond da Vinci’s talents as an inventor, he was also 
an esteemed painter. Guests have the opportunity to 
study the artistic mastery behind such works as “Mona 
Lisa,” “� e Last Supper,” “Portrait of a Young Man,” “Vir-
gin of the Rocks,” and more. Also included are several 
controversial works traditionally attributed to da Vinci, 
which have yet to be authenticated.  

EVENTS & EXHIBITS

SUZANNE KANATSIZ’S “SEVEN SENNINGS”
CCAI Courthouse Gallery, Carson City
Thru May 29
arts4nevada.org, 775-721-7424

REALM OF THE COMMONPLACE
Nevada Museum of Art, Reno
Thru June 8
nevadaart.org, 775-329-3333

TREASURE: RICHES, ROGUES, AND RELICS 
Wilbur D. May Museum, Reno
Thru June 8
maycenter.com, 775-785-5961

FRANCES HUMPHREY LECTURE SERIES: 
ON THE FRÉMONT TRAIL
Nevada State Museum, Carson City 
May 22
museums.nevadaculture.org, 775-687-4810

THE VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE RAILROAD: 
AN 80-YEAR RENO INSTITUTION
Warren Nelson Building, Reno
May 28
historicreno.org, 775-747-4478

STEPHEN GALLOWAY: PLACE/NO PLACE
Wilbur D. May Museum, Reno
Thru July 6
maycenter.com, 775-785-5961

CITY HALL GALLERY
Henderson City Hall, Henderson
Thru July 10
cityofhenderson.com, 702-267-2323

FINDING FRÉMONT: PATHFINDER OF THE WEST
Nevada State Museum, Carson City
Thru Oct.
museums.nevadaculture.org, 775-687-4810

PLAN YOUR TRIP 

Da Vinci The Exhibition

The Venetian, Las Vegas

Thru early 2015

venetian.com, 702-414-1000
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Celebrate Trails Day 
in Lincoln County
June 7, 2014
Lincoln County is planning its 10th annual Trails
Day event for June 7, 2014. The Lincoln County
Trails Coalition, in cooperation with the Bureau 
of Land Management, Nevada State Parks, and the
Lincoln County Commissioners have planned a 
line-up of events to include a hike, ATV run, 5K run,
and an equestrian trail ride. These events will take
place in the mountains surrounding the town of
Caliente in Lincoln County.

For more information, please call (877) 870-3003
or for complete descriptions of individual events,
please visit LincolnCountyNevada.com/TrailsDay.
The trail starts in Lincoln County!

TravelNevada.com

The trail starts here.

1. log onto lvterritory.com for a current list of savings
2. Click on Discount Savings button and start saving instantly

Start Saving NOW!

 DINING • SHOPPING • TOURS • SHOWS • WEDDINGS  
FIREARM EXPERIENCES
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RESOURCE PARTNERS

EVENTS & SHOWS

LAKE TAHOE

Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority
tahoesouth.com, 530-544-5050

North Lake Tahoe Visitors Bureau
gotahoenorth.com, 888-434-1262

NORTHERN NEVADA

City of Reno
reno.gov, 775-334-INFO

Reno-Sparks Convention 
& Visitors Authority
visitrenotahoe.com, 800-FOR-RENO

Battle Mountain (Lander County 
Convention & Tourism Authority)
battlemountaintourism.com, 
775-635-1112

Black Rock Desert 
(Friends of Black Rock High Rock)
blackrockdesert.org, 775-557-2900

Carlin (City of)
explorecarlinnv.com, 775-754-6354

Carson City Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
visitcarsoncity.com, 800-NEVADA-1

Carson Valley Visitors Authority
visitcarsonvalley.org, 800-727-7677

Dayton Chamber of Commerce
daytonnvchamber.org, 775-246-7909

Elko Convention & Visitors Authority
exploreelko.com, 800-248-3556

Eureka County Economic 
Development Program
eurekacounty.com, 775-237-5484

Fallon Convention & Tourism Authority
visitfallonnevada.com, 866-432-5566

Fernley (City of)
cityoffernley.org, 775-784-9800

Gardnerville (Town of)
gardnerville-nv.gov, 775-782-7134

Genoa (Town of)
genoanevada.org, 775-782-8696

The Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce
austinnevada.com, 775-964-2200

Hawthorne Convention Center
visitmineralcounty.com, 
775-945-5854 

Jackpot (Cactus Petes)
jackpotnevada.com, 800-821-1103

Jarbidge
jarbidge.org

Lovelock
loverslock.com, 775-273-7213

Mason Valley Chamber of Commerce
masonvalleychamberofcommerce.com, 
775-463-2245

Minden (Town of)
townofminden.com, 775-782-5976

Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation
pyramidlake.us, 775-574-1000

Sparks (City of)
cityofsparks.us, 775-353-5555

Spring Creek (Association)
springcreeknv.net, 775-753-6295

Virginia City Tourism Commission
visitvirginiacitynv.com, 800-718-7587

Wells Chamber of Commerce
wellsnevada.com, 775-752-3540

West Wendover (City of)
westwendovercity.com, 866-299-2489

White Pine County Tourism 
and Recreation Board (Ely)
elynevada.net, 800-496-9350

Winnemucca Convention 
& Visitors Authority
winnemucca.nv.us, 800-962-2638

SOUTHERN NEVADA

City of Las Vegas
lasvegasnevada.gov, 702-229-6011

Las Vegas Convention & Visitors 
Authority
lasvegas.com, 877-847-4858

Beatty Chamber of Commerce
beattynevada.org, 866-736-3716

Biking Las Vegas
bikinglasvegas.com, 702-430-1638

Boulder City Chamber of Commerce
bouldercitychamber.com, 702-293-2034

Looking for more 
Nevada events & shows?
We invite you to visit our Nevada tourism partners. 

Refer to the full-page map on page 7 for city and town locations.

THOMAS GRAY

V&T Railroad
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RESOURCE PARTNERS

Goldfi eld Chamber of Commerce
goldfi eldnevada.org, 775-485-3560

Henderson (City of)
hendersonlive.com, 702-267-2171

Las Vegas Welcome Center at Primm
Located at the Fashion Outlets 
of Las Vegas, 702-874-1360

Laughlin Visitor Information Center
visitlaughlin.com, 800-452-8445

Lincoln County
lincolncountynevada.com, 877-870-3003

Mesquite (City of)
mesquitenv.gov, 702-346-5295

Moapa Valley Chamber of Commerce
moapavalleychamber.com, 
702-398-7160

Nevada Welcome Center 
at Boulder City
visitbouldercity.com, 702-294-1252

Nevada Welcome Center at Mesquite
visitmesquite.com, 877-637-7848

Pahrump 
visitpahrump.com, 866-722-5800

Primm (Valley Resorts)
primmvalleyresorts.com, 888-386-7867

Rachel
rachel-nevada.com, 775-729-2515

Tonopah (Town of)
tonopahnevada.com, 775-482-6336

TERRITORIES

Cowboy Country
cowboycountry.com

Indian Territory
nevadaindianterritory.com, 775-687-8333

Las Vegas Territory
lvterritory.com, 702-348-4708

Nevada Silver Trails
nevadasilvertrails.com

Pony Express Territory
ponyexpressnevada.com, 888-359-9449

Reno-Tahoe Territory
renotahoe.com, 775-687-7410

ART/PERFORMING ARTS

Arts Las Vegas
artslasvegas.org, 702-229-6511

Brewery Arts Center, Carson City
breweryarts.org, 775-883-1976

Brüka Theatre, Reno
bruka.org, 775-323-3221

Eureka Opera House
eurekacounty.com, 775-237-6006

Goldwell Open Air Museum
goldwellmuseum.org, 702-870-9946

Oats Park Art Center, Fallon
churchillarts.org, 775-423-1440

Pioneer Center, Reno
pioneercenter.com, 775-686-6600

Piper’s Opera House, Virginia City
piperslive.com, 775-847-0433

Reno Little  Theater
renolittletheater.org, 775-813-8900

The Smith Center for the 
Performing Arts
thesmithcenter.com, 702-749-2012

Western Folklife Center, Elko
westernfolklife.org, 775-738-7508

Yerington Theatre for the Arts
yeringtonarts.com, 775-463-1783

For more arts events in the state:

NATIONAL PARKS

Great Basin National Park
nps.gov/grba, 775-234-7517

Death Valley National Park
nps.gov/deva, 760-786-3200

Lake Mead National Recreation Area
nps.gov/lake, 702-293-8691

STATE PARKS

Nevada State Parks
parks.nv.gov, 775-684-2770

More Nevada events and shows: travelnevada.com/events-shows

Reno Rodeo
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FEATURE

Combat, prohibition, and 

the emergence of Las 

Vegas shape the next era 

in Nevada’s history.

BY RON SOODALTER

With the twentieth century came 
developments in travel, communication, 
and international commerce that had 
shrunk the globe, involving virtually every 
nation in one another’s a� airs—and the 
United States was no exception. World 
War I began in 1914, and within two years, 
America would abandon its earlier iso-
lationist policy, and commit � rst money 
and munitions, and then troops, to the 
con� ict. 

In 1916, the federal government put out 
the call to the National Guard troops of a 
number of western states, for the purpose 
of patrolling the Mexican border—a wise 
precaution in light of future develop-
ments. In January of the following year, a 
coded telegram was sent from Germany 
to Mexico, proposing a military alliance 
between the two countries in the event 
that the United States entered the war. It 
promised not only to compensate Mexico 
� nancially, but also to “reconquer the lost 
territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Ari-
zona.” It also revealed Germany’s intention 
of commencing “unrestricted submarine 
warfare.” � e telegram was intercepted 
and decoded by the British, and shared 
with the Americans. Suddenly, with the 
prospect of armed con� ict only a border 
away, the European war had become 
much more immediate. 

NEVADA AND THE GREAT WAR
Most states responded to Wilson’s call 

for National Guard troops with enthusi-

asm. Nevada, however, was so sparsely 

settled that it had never felt the need for a 

National Guard unit. � e state had formed 

a militia during the Spanish-American 

War, but it ultimately served no viable 

purpose, and was disbanded in 1906. Un-

able to respond to the federal summons, 

a sheepish Governor Emmet Boyle wrote 

to the secretary of war proposing to gather 

several hundred volunteers, but the secre-

tary rejected the o� er. 

In June 1916, Congress passed the 

National Defense Act, federalizing the Na-

tional Guard, and mandating each partici-

pating state to raise a National Guard unit 

of 600 men within a year’s time. Governor 

Boyle—to his further embarrassment—

was unable to raise the requisite number 

of volunteers, and at the very moment 

the United States was preparing to enter 

World War I, Nevada could respond with 

only nine government-sponsored civilian 

ri� e clubs and an ROTC unit from the 

state university.

However, in 1917, the state legislature 

voted an appropriation of $25,000, to 

meet any “military demands, which may 

be made upon the State of Nevada by the 

President or the Government of the United 

States.” A new Nevada State Council of De-

fense served as liaison between the federal 

government and the people of the state, 

conveying news of war-related projects, as 

well as formal requests and orders. Aiding 

in its e� orts was a number of regional 

councils. When the Selective Service Act 

was passed by Congress that same year, 

mandating that all males between the ages 

of 21 and 31 register at their local draft 

boards on June 5, Governor Boyle de-

clared that day a state holiday, prompting 

a spate of patriotic demonstrations across 

Nevada. Approximately 31,000 Nevadans 

registered.

Sept./Oct. 2013: Part I  |  Nov./Dec. 2013: Part II  |  Jan./Feb. 2014: Part III  |  Mar./Apr. 2014: Part IV                      May/June 2014: Part V  |  July/Aug. 2014: Part VI  |  Sept./Oct. 2014: Part VII  |  Nov./Dec. 2014: Part VIII

War, Whiskey, and Wild Times!
Part V:
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NEVADA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

A World War I battle-scarred Whippet tank visits Ely in 1919 as part of the Victory Loan Trophy Train, which toured the West to raise funds 
to pay off war bonds.
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In total, nearly 4,000 Nevada inductees 
and some 1,500 volunteers entered mili-
tary service. Nevada contributed as many 
men to the war, proportionate to its overall 
population, as any state in the Union. As 
members of the Ninety-First—or, Wild 
West Division—the newly minted troops 
were shipped to France in July 1918, 
and from there to the front, where they 
participated in the Battle of St. Mihiel, the 
Meuse-Argonne o� ensive, and the Ypres-
Lys o� ensives. � e Division, which was 
comprised of men from several western 
states, su� ered nearly 6,000 casualties in 
less than two months. 

Initially, many Americans questioned 
the nation’s involvement in a largely 
European struggle. Rather than attempt 
to explain the complexities that brought 
the world—and the United States—into 
armed con� ict, the Wilson Administration 
disseminated its own brand of jingo-
ism to the American public. � is was 
largely accomplished through the newly 
formed propaganda machine known as 
the Creel Committee on Public Informa-
tion. Helmed by muckraking journalist 
George Creel, the Committee opted for a 
simplistic approach to patriotism, ideal-
ism, and love of freedom. � e Huns, the 
moral argument went, were intent upon 
destroying the free nations of the world, 
and it was America’s responsibility to 
make the world safe for democracy. � e 
choice was simple: Support the � ght for 
freedom, or side with the Central Powers. 
� e Committee sent out speakers, � lms, 
and printed material, and contributed in-
cendiary text and cartoons to the nation’s 
newspapers, listing the outrages com-
mitted by the Germans and their allies—
much of which was pure invention. Whole 
communities attended rallies, and joined 
in on rousing choruses of “Mademoiselle 
from Armentieres,” “It’s a Long Way to 
Tipperary,” and “Pack up your Troubles in 
your Old Kit-Bag.” 

� e propaganda campaign had the 
desired e� ect. � e resultant war hysteria—
a � ood of what one chronicler called 
“narrow nationalism”—allowed little room 
for reason or tolerance, and the fallout 

was felt throughout Nevada, as well as in 
other states where German and Austrian 
populations were found.

According to the 1910 state census, 
Germans in Nevada numbered around 
2,000, forming the state’s second-largest 
group of immigrants, followed by some 
1,000 Austrians. Although the population 
was far from huge, and despite the fact 
that many had long since sunk their roots 
in the state, native Nevadans tended to 
view them with suspicion that occasion-
ally developed into outright animosity. 
� ose German families isolated on farms 
and in small towns received the brunt of 
the abuse. But even in areas where the 
German population was strong and well 
established, such as Douglas County, citi-
zens acted overtly to suppress their Ger-
man neighbors. In Minden, for example, 
the teaching of German in school was 
halted, and conducting Lutheran church 
services in German, disallowed. In other 
cities and towns, members of Nevada’s 
German and Austrian communities were 
socially ostracized, and singled out for 
abuse. 

Other ethnic minorities and immigrant 
groups, such as Greeks and Serbs—whom 
many native Nevadans tended to confuse 
with Germans—went out of their way to 
distance themselves from what the news-
papers were broadly (and inaccurately) 
referring to as “Austro-Hungarians.” � ey 
staged their own rallies, where they spoke 
loudly in favor of the war e� ort, and in 
communities such as McGill, Ruth and 
Ely, organized and marched in what came 
to be called loyalty parades.

Meanwhile, statewide support for the 
war e� ort grew exponentially, as moth-
ers proudly sent their sons o�  to � ght for 
global democracy, amidst the wild appro-
bation of their neighbors. 

In Ely, the day before the town’s 65 
newly inducted young soldiers were to 
take the train to Camp Lewis, Wash-
ington, for training, the local citizenry 
treated them to a movie, a dance, rousing 
speeches, and at dawn the next morning, 
a full marching band that led their way to 
the station. Scenes such as this, along with 

UNR SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Nevada soldier Frank Varner (above), pho-

tographed here on an unknown date, was 

wounded while fi ghting in France during 

World War I. Below: Propaganda posters 

were commonplace in Nevada during the 

World War I era. 
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Located in Beautiful Carson Valley 

775.782.4646
1374 Highway 395 in Gardnerville, NV 89410

lynnecauleyrentals.com

Carson City  Carson Valley  Dayton  Lake Tahoe
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EQUAL HOUSING
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Voted #1 Property Management Co. in Carson Valley

You
Tube

You
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facebook.com/NevadaMagazine

@Nevada_Magazine

In print and online, we highlight urban and rural travel, 
dining, people, history, events, shows, and more. Subscribe 
to Nevada Magazine at nevadamagazine.com, 
or call 775-687-0610.

Explore NEVADA with us

or call 775-687-0610
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� ag-planting ceremonies, fund drives, and 
inspirational addresses by volunteer and 
government speakers, were played and 
replayed across Nevada until the signing 
of the Armistice in November, 1918.

A DIFFERENT KIND OF BOOM
Nevada’s various commercial enter-

prises were given a signi� cant boost by 
the war. As early as 1914—more than 
two years before America entered the 
con� ict—no less a � gure than George 
Wing� eld, mining magnate and one of the 
state’s richest and most powerful men, 
predicted that all aspects of Nevada’s 
businesses stood to bene� t from it. � e 
Nevada State Journal published an August 
7 interview with Wing� eld, in which he re-
ferred to the European war as a “gilt-edged 
market for all [Nevada’s] products....” 
He predicted a “big demand for mutton 
and beef,” as well as a “strong market for 
horses, which will give us a chance to 
work o�  our less desirable stock into the 
war for restocking with a better quality of 
animals.” 

As time would prove, Wing� eld’s 
optimism was well founded. Increasing 
demands saw farmers irrigating more and 
more land, while ranchers expanded their 
herds of cattle, horses, and sheep. � e 
increasing demand—coupled with the 
elevated price of food—brought � scal well 
being to Nevada’s farmers and stockmen.

In addition to foretelling a surge in 
agriculture, Wing� eld also prophesied a 
boom in the state’s mining industry. His 
predictions were, if anything, understated. 
� e rapidly growing demand for copper 
saw production more than triple in the 
two years following 1914, reaching $25 
million in 1916. New mines were opened 
up, adding to the existing centers of cop-
per extraction and processing. � e global 
war e� ort also called for silver and lead, 
and the heretofore-failing camps of Eureka 
and Pioche saw new life, while Gold� eld 
and Tonopah—both of which had begun 
to fray around the edges—produced again 
at levels that kept them viable through-

out the war. By 1918, Nevada’s mineral 
industries had reached a production high 
of nearly $49 million. At its peak, the Com-
stock had never attained such a level.

BANNING THE BOOZE
At the same time Nevada’s industries 

were striving to meet America’s demands, 
a nationwide moral crusade was under-
way that sought to ban the manufacture 
and sale of alcohol. � e campaign, which 
had been gathering steam for nearly a 
century, sought to eradicate a commod-
ity that had long been an integral part of 
American life. 

Liquor was woven into the fabric of 
America from its earliest days. Before the 
Pilgrims sailed for the New World, they 
loaded the hold of the May� ower with 
kegs of beer. In 1792, at the same time he 
was raising a 13,000-man militia to put 
down the so-called Whiskey Rebellion, 
President George Washington was run-
ning his own private distillery at Mount 
Vernon. � ere was no occasion—from 
baptisms to weddings and funerals, from 
elections to barn raisings and public ex-
ecutions—in which alcohol did not play at 

UNR SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

George Wingfi eld (above), mining magnate 

and one of the state’s richest and most pow-

erful men, owned several banks in Nevada 

and the Riverside Hotel in Reno. Below: Once 

prohibition became recognized in Nevada, 

speakeasies began springing up in several cit-

ies and towns across the state, relying on the 

corruptibility of lawmen for their survival.
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least a supporting role. 
Intoxicating liquor was, in the words 

of Abraham Lincoln, “used by everybody, 
repudiated by nobody.” On land and at 
sea, soldiers, sailors, and workingmen of 
all types were given a � xed daily allotment 
of rum or whiskey. Americans drank as a 
matter of course, at all hours of the day, 
from early morning (John Adams con-
sumed a large glass of hard cider every 
day on waking) till late at night. Doctors 
throughout the nation prescribed various 
types of distilled alcohol to their patients 
as a preferred alternative to the consump-
tion of impure water. To coin a phrase, 
liquor was as American as applejack. 

By the turn of the twentieth century, 
Americans—mostly men—were drinking 
vast amounts of hard liquor, considerably 
more than is consumed today. Alcoholism 
was commonplace, and a growing por-
tion of the population felt that something 
should be done. As far back as the found-
ing of the American Temperance Society 
in 1826, followed in 1840 by the ironically 
named Washingtonian Society, sobriety-
minded Americans had been attempting 
to slow or halt the consumption of liquor. 
Increasingly, alcohol was blamed for all 
that was wrong with America, as a growing 
number of temperance unions convinced 
more and more people to take the pledge. 

Not surprisingly, with millions of troops 
o�  � ghting, reformers used the war as an 
opportunity to promote the movement. 
In 1917, a rider was attached to the Food 
and Fuel Control—or, Lever—Act, outlaw-
ing the production of alcohol from grain. 
President Wilson used this law, which 
went into e� ect in October 1918, to justify 
shutting down the nation’s breweries. By 
the time the armistice was signed ending 
World War I, there was a strong enough 
temperance groundswell to push the 18th 
Amendment through Congress. E� ective 
January 16, 1920, the amendment, and 
its subsequent enabling law, the Volstead 
Act, o�  cially banned the nationwide 
manufacture, sale, and transportation of 
liquor, � nally making America dry. Her-
bert Hoover called the new law “the great 
social and economic experiment, noble in 

motive and far reaching in purpose”—and 
it would soon prove an abysmal failure. 

Over a year earlier, in a well-intentioned 
but ill-conceived attempt to lower the 
crime rate, improve the general health, 
and raise the morals of its citizens, the 
Nevada legislature passed its own temper-
ance initiative, decreeing a statewide 
prohibition of intoxicating beverages. 
Although the measure passed by a nearly 
4,200-vote margin, there were still thou-
sands in the state who refused to give 
up drinking. At � rst, this determination 
expressed itself with the state’s popula-
tion—which numbered around 90,000—
receiving some 10,000 prescriptions for 
“medicinal alcohol.” Although numerous 
doctors and pharmacists discovered a 
windfall in the prescribing and issuing of 
medicinal booze, this stopgap measure 
could not accommodate the clamoring 
market of Nevada’s miners, cowboys, busi-
nessmen, laborers, congressmen—and, for 
the � rst time, women—demanding their 
libations. Consequently, a thriving moon-

shining and bootlegging industry was 
born. � e resultant systematic bribery of 
jurists and law enforcement o�  cers intro-
duced a heretofore-unknown widespread 
corruption that swept the state. 

Suddenly, speakeasies sprang up in sev-
eral Nevada cities and towns, their owners 
relying on the corruptibility of lawmen for 
their survival. O�  cers on all levels accept-
ed bribes to look the other way, or to warn 
the bootleggers and “speaks” of pending 
raids. In 1924, Nevada’s federal prohibition 
chief was convicted of misconduct in of-
� ce. He was forced to pay a $500 � ne, and 
to leave o�  ce. � is is not to say that there 
were not o�  cers who strove to enforce 
the law. In Tonopah, in one week alone, 
agents made 31 arrests. More often than 
not, however, those honest prosecutors 
who actually attempted to cadge a guilty 
verdict frequently found that jurors—
a growing number of whom opposed 
prohibition—were unwilling to vote for 
conviction. Unable to obtain convictions 
for liquor violations, the forces of law in 
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A mule train is shown on Commercial Street in Elko in 1915.

MJ14_p056_067_Feature_Part V_War Whiskey & Wild Times.indd   61 4/9/14   3:35 PM



62 N E V A D A M A G A Z I N E . C O M

FEATURE

McGill tried—unsuccessfully—to force the 
bootleggers to leave town or face vagrancy 
charges. United States District Attorney 
William Woodburn, addressing the Reno 
Lions’ Club in January 1920, bemoaned 
the fact that, before prohibition, Reno had 
some 50 saloons, whereas now, it boasted 
at least 75 bootlegging establishments.

One of Nevada’s more lyrically inclined 
imbibers wrote a poem that appeared in 
Godwin’s Weekly, lamenting the outlawing 
of liquor. It begins:

I remember, I remember,
� e State where I was born,
� at used to be so wringing wet,
And is now so forlorn.

From Pioche to Winnemucca,
It was heaven – Just to think
� at it now is really arid
And a man can’t get a drink.

� ere was a mystique frequently as-
sociated with the moonshiner, both in 
Nevada and elsewhere. He was seen to be 
addressing a common need, and was gen-
erally looked upon at worst as a harmless 
outlaw, and at best as a folk hero. As one 
chronicler of the period observed, “He is a 
sort of illegal pet, carefully protected from 
extermination by both the law and society, 
but hunted with just enough diligence to 
make him constantly aware that he is a 
criminal.” 

Nonetheless, although the distiller of 
home brew might have been looked upon 
as a quaint example of local color, often 
his product was anything but harmless. 
� e manufacture of illicit alcohol gave rise 
to its own set of serious, and sometimes 
deadly, issues. Without o�  cial oversight 
in the manufacture of liquor, the quality 
of the whiskey often dropped radically. 
While some moonshiners paid close atten-
tion to their process, turning out a decent 
whiskey, many callous opportunists—see-
ing the potential for fast and easy prof-
its—jumped into the distilling business. 
� eir carelessly made moonshine often 
contained lead. Distillers would deliber-
ately add creosote for color, and embalm-

ing � uid for “kick.” � ese men cut corners 
and turned out a product—often referred 
to as “Jackass Brandy,” or “Jake” —that was 
not only substandard but also danger-
ous, in some cases resulting in blindness, 
paralysis, and death. As one popular blues 
ballad of the period bemoaned,

I can’t eat, I can’t talk,
Been drinkin’ mean Jake, Lord,
Now I can’t walk…

District Attorney Woodburn com-
plained, “In no place in the state except 
Reno and possibly Tonopah is there any 
good liquor left. In every other place jack-
ass brandy, which is nothing but poison, is 
being distributed.” In the seven years fol-
lowing the passage of the Prohibition Act, 
there were reportedly 50,000 deaths na-
tionwide, resulting from the consumption 
of bad whiskey. Although there does not 
appear to have been a study documenting 
the number of such deaths in Nevada, it 
can be assumed that enough Jake was be-
ing cooked and consumed to account for 
at least a few premature exits. 

Another o� shoot of the illicit alcohol 

trade in the state was violence. Illegal 
syndicates sprang up to establish and 
maintain control of the liquor business, 
and with the advent of organized crime, 
shootouts were inevitable—and there were 
a number of them. On one occasion, on a 
bone-chilling day in mid-December, 1922, 
two prohibition agents attempted to arrest 
a pair of moonshiners on a ranch outside 
of Palisade. � e suspects shot one of them, 
a young o�  cer named Atha “Nick” Carter, 
and ran o� , leaving him bleeding in the 
snow. � e agents’ driver had panicked at 
the � rst � re and sped away, stranding the 
two o�  cers. Carter’s partner trudged 14 
miles for help, but by the time it arrived, 
Carter had succumbed to a combination 
of blood loss and exposure.

Not all the mayhem was on the side of 
the bootleggers. After an unarmed boot-
legger was shot and killed by a prohibition 
agent near Pyramid Lake, a Nevada editor 
opined, “[I]n this great country of ours, 
human life is held mighty cheap.”

According to Phillip Earl, former curator 
of history for the Nevada Historical Soci-
ety, various folktales sprang up around the 
manufacture of illicit alcohol—and since 

NEVADA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Miners, adventurers, businessmen, and barmaids “ride the rail” in a Tonopah bar, circa 1910.
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Nevada was an agrarian state, a number 
of these stories related to the livestock. 
Tonopah had more than its share of illegal 
stills, tucked snugly along its back streets. 
As one story goes, when the moonshiners 
� nished with the mash—the fermentable 
mixture of grain and water used in the 
making of whiskey—they would simply 
throw it in the gutters, or into the al-
leys. Roving burros would ferret out and 
consume the mash, with the result that 
Tonopah was inundated with a population 
of drunken burros, stumbling down the 
street and running into cars. 

One tale features a number of Nevada 
farmers, who bootlegged on the side, 
drying their mash once its function in the 
distilling process had been ful� lled, and 
feeding it to their chickens. � e result was 
a yard full of inebriated foul.

Yet another story tells of three federal 
prohibition agents who were out hunting 

moonshiners in the Battle Mountain area. 
� ey stopped at a café for lunch, and no-
ticed three or four pigs walking erratically 
outside, and occasionally falling over. On a 
hunch, the agents followed the pigs home, 
and arrested their owner in the process of 
making whiskey.

Ultimately, the prohibition law hit Ne-
vada in the purse. It had the unanticipated 
e� ect of denying the state much-needed 
tax revenues that had previously been 
generated from the now-defunct legal li-
quor business. In the end, despite the leg-
islature’s best intentions, Nevada’s pioneer 
prohibition law had the opposite results 
its framers and supporters had intended. 
Crime had risen dramatically, general 
health had declined, the state was losing 
signi� cant tax dollars, and it could safely 
be argued that the morals of its citizens 
had not improved in the slightest. Eventu-
ally, most Nevadans—even those who 

had harbored the best intentions for a dry 
state—came to see the prohibition laws on 
both the state and national levels for the 
abject failures they were, and came out in 
favor of repeal. One group of protesters 
went so far as to form an organization that 
called itself “� e Order of Camels”—quite 
probably in deference to that animal’s 
prodigious drinking capacity.

Many public o�  cials across the state 
simply chose to ignore the law. Reno May-
or Edwin E. Roberts, for instance, o�  cially 
ordered the members of the city police 
force not to make any arrests whatsoever 
for violations of the Volstead Act, thereby 
leaving only the federal prohibition of-
� cers to chase down the city’s bootleggers 
and arrest the violators.

In 1923, the state lawmakers repealed 
the Nevada prohibition law, but could do 
nothing about the federal statute. � ree 
years later, Nevada’s citizens voted over-
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Prohibition offi cers pose with illegal bootlegging equipment taken during a raid in Fallon in 1923. The offi cers are, left to right: unidentifi ed, Percy 

Nash, Wayne Adams, Elmer Brown, and Jack Sheehan.
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whelmingly to petition Congress to call a 
constitutional convention for the speci� c 
purpose of repealing the 18th Amend-
ment. Unfortunately, they would have to 
wait for a legal drink until December 1933, 
when the 21st Amendment would � nally 
end prohibition. 

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS
In the early days of prohibition, the 

town that would one day become one 
of the most popular tourist destinations 
in the world was showing every sign of 
becoming Nevada’s “sin city.”  Just a few 
years earlier, Las Vegas was, in the words 
of historian Phillip Earl, “nothing but 
rattlesnakes, scorpions, and a narrow road 
to Los Angeles.”

Established in 1905 as a watering stop 
along the Union Paci� c’s Los Angeles-to-
Salt Lake City route, Las Vegas was built as 
a railroad town, with everything radiating 
out from the tracks. Because it had to ser-
vice the trains, crews and passengers on a 
round-the-clock basis, Las Vegas was what 
was known as a 24-hour town. Almost 
from the beginning, it o� ered liquor and 
gambling—and in short order, prostitu-
tion—in such casinos as the Gem and the 
more upscale Arizona Club. � e railroad 
stipulated that the saloons and casinos 
must be restricted to two city blocks, that 
began at the corner of Fremont and First 
streets, continuing past Ogden to Stewart 
streets, and were known simply as blocks 
15 and 16. 

When Nevada banned gambling in 
1909, the Las Vegas houses paid no atten-
tion. Despite the introduction of prohibi-
tion, blocks 15 and 16 continued to o� er 
liquor, gambling, and women to both the 
train crews and the passengers. � ere was 
nothing glamorous about it; services were 
of the rough-and-ready variety. One ob-
server recalled, “Climactically and socially 
the atmosphere was repellent. It was a 
man’s town.”

In 1921, Las Vegas took two hits that all 
but turned it into a ghost town. First, the 
Railroad Labor Board voted to cut hourly 

wages, and a union of some million and 

a half railroad workers went on a nation-

wide strike. When the strike was � nally 

resolved, the railroad decided to relocate 

its repair shops from Las Vegas to Caliente, 

further up the line. Although people still 

traveled to blocks 15 and 16 for their illicit 

booze and entertainment, the steady busi-

ness from passengers and crews dried up, 

and stayed dry until the end of the decade.

In late December 1928, just before the 

nation plummeted into a crippling depres-

sion, the tough little town’s luck began to 

change for the better. President Coolidge 

signed into law the Boulder Canyon Proj-

ect Act, approving the largest civil engi-

neering project in the nation’s history: the 

building of a dam that would harness the 

power of the Colorado River. Although the 

site was shifted to Black Canyon, and the 

resulting structure would later be o�  cially 

christened Hoover Dam, it would always 

be known as Boulder Dam.

Within months, thousands of workers 

began to pour into the area. Although 

nearby Las Vegas had campaigned to 

become the o�  cial headquarters for the 

dam project, the Bureau of Reclamation, 

along with a conglomerate of construc-

tion companies, built Boulder City—a 

neatly laid out ready-made community 

for the workers. Along with the model city 
came a stringent set of rules: no gambling, 
no women, and especially, no drinking. 
� erefore, the 5,000 residents of Las Vegas 
could not have been happier when the 
construction of a rail line was begun, to 
run the 20 miles from the project site to 
their little Gomorrah of the desert. What 
the laborers were denied in camp would 
be made available to them on a full-time 
basis in Las Vegas. 

By the time the � rst load of concrete 
was poured in Black Canyon in 1931, Las 
Vegas was enjoying the illicit bounties 
of prosperity. Wrote historian John M. 
Beville, “� e earlier population of mule 
skinners, freighters, section hands, miners, 
ranchers and ‘rails,’ yielded…to Boulder 
Dam construction workers: high scalers, 
rig operators, engineers, and foremen.” 

COASTING THROUGH THE 1920s
When the war ended, so too did the 

high level of productivity it had brought 
to Nevada. Within a year or so, mineral 
production had declined to less than half 
what it had been in 1918. And as the call 
for farm and ranch products lessened, 
so too did the prices. � e state’s popula-

SQUIRES COLLECTION, UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS LIBRARY

White-shirted builders of Hoover Dam enjoy the evening meal at Anderson Dining Hall, 

circa 1932.

MJ14_p056_067_Feature_Part V_War Whiskey & Wild Times.indd   64 4/9/14   3:35 PM



 M A Y / J U N E  2 0 1 4      65

2000 miles of adventure
california trail interpretive center

Where History Comes Alive!

Located 8 miles west of Elko, Nevada, off I-80 
Hunter exit 29

www.californiatrailcenter.org 775-738-1849LIFE SIZE DIORAMAS, OUTDOOR EXHIBITS
ORIGINAL ARTWORK, TRAIL SHOP

PRESENTATIONS

Elko, Nevada

Video Production
Destination & Resort Marketing

Corporate Training
Product Sales
Commercials

Network TVNetwork TV

Our production team
travels to any location...
a mountain top or city 
street. The other side 
of the street, or the 
other side of 
the world!

k n o w l e d g e  •  c r e a t i v i t y  •  t a l e n t  •  e x p e r i e n c e

775-588-6976 • thsvisuals.com

For Registration or Event Information contact:
 The Bristlecone Convention Center

150 Sixth Street, Ely, Nevada
775-289-3720 or 800-496-9350

elynevada.net • ccmanager@mwpower.net
www.travelnevada.com

Boat Show – Friday, June 27
Boat Races – Saturday, June 28

MJ14_p056_067_Feature_Part V_War Whiskey & Wild Times.indd   65 4/9/14   3:35 PM



66 N E V A D A M A G A Z I N E . C O M

FEATURE

tion—never numerous to begin with—fell 
o�  by the thousands, to just above 77,000 
in 1920.

Despite a less-than-promising begin-
ning to the 1920s, however, things soon 
picked up, presaging a healthy economy 
for Nevada throughout the decade. � ere 
developed a growing industrial demand 
for the state’s minerals, especially copper. 
And sheep and cattle ranchers enjoyed 
continued stability, and expanded their 
operations to meet a growing demand 
for their products. For Nevada, as well as 
for the country at large, the decade of the 
1920s was one of prosperity and security. 

Further bene� tting the people of 
Nevada, both the state and federal legis-
latures voted signi� cant funding for the 
building of roads and highways. In fact, 
Nevada’s largest single expenditure fol-
lowing the war was its multimillion-dollar 
contribution to the state highway system. 
� e automobile had quickly become 
America’s primary mode of travel, and 
roads were a growing necessity. In addi-
tion to providing statewide employment, 
Nevada’s road-building projects bene� ted 
the state in a number of other ways. � e 
roads—especially the transcontinental 
Lincoln and Victory highways—opened 
the state to tourism, and encouraged the 
rise of businesses and communities along 
the way. Further enhancing the state’s 
revenues were the increased gasoline and 
license taxes.

In 1925, to celebrate the moderniza-
tion of Nevada’s system of roads, the state 
legislature voted the appropriation of suf-
� cient funds for a Nevada Transcontinen-
tal Highways Exposition. � e event was 
to be staged in Reno, upon completion of 
the Lincoln and Victory highways. When 
the exposition took place two years later, 
one of its major features was Idlewild 
Park. Designed by noted San Francisco 
landscape architect Donald McLaren, the 
park was built along the Truckee River just 
west of downtown Reno. It still remains 
a popular tourist attraction today. As the 
website describes it, the park “features 
mature trees, large expanses of grass, two 

rentable picnic shelters, playgrounds, ball 

� elds, a municipal pool, skate park, walk-

ing and biking paths, a train ride, Reno’s 

Municipal Rose Garden, and small lakes 

for � shing and feeding waterfowl. Idlewild 

Park is the site of Reno’s annual Earth Day 

Celebration.” � e only original structure 

still standing from the time of the exposi-

tion is the mission revival-style California 

Building, a gift from the state of California, 

and built to honor “the memory of those 

who gave the last full measure of devotion 

to this nation.” 

Besides overseeing the construction of 

1,000 miles of Nevada roads, Democratic 

Governor James G. Scrugham, who had 

been elected in 1922, introduced a num-

ber of other progressive advances. He es-

tablished Elko airport as the terminus for 

the � rst scheduled airmail run in America, 

and set aside speci� c areas within Ne-

vada’s forest reserves for game refuges, 

public parks, and recreation grounds. � e 

15 recreation areas he created were placed 

under the aegis of the State Game and 

Fish Commission, and served as the fore-

runners of the Nevada State Park system. 

Scrugham was also responsible for the 

preservation of such valuable archeologi-

cal sites as Lost City and Lovelock Cave. A 

maturing Nevada was looking to its past, 

as well as its future. 

� roughout the 1920s, Nevada’s econ-

omy fared well, and as the decade neared 

its end, prospects for continued prosperity 

seemed bright. All the signs were positive. 

By 1928, mineral production had made 

a signi� cant recovery from its post-war 

decline. To repay Nevada for the moneys 

it had lent the Union during the Civil 

War, Congress designated southwestern 

Nevada for the building of a $3.5 million 

munitions storage depot and a power dam 

was approved at a cost of around $125 

million.  

� en came word of the stock market 

crash. It began on October 25, 1929, 

and culminated four days later, on what 

has come to be called “Black Tuesday.” 

With the wipeout of the value of a full 40 

percent of common stock, it triggered 

the Great Depression. Over the next few 

years, the national economy tumbled. 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, UNR LIBRARY, BARTLETT COLLECTION

Civic leaders from Nevada and California gather in 1926 at Idlewild Park in Reno during the 

Transcontinental Highway Exposition to celebrate the completion of the Lincoln Highway and 

work on the Victory Highway.

MJ14_p056_067_Feature_Part V_War Whiskey & Wild Times.indd   66 4/9/14   3:35 PM



FEATUREFEATURE

Stock prices continued to fall, and as they 
dropped beyond the point of recovery, 
investors found it impossible to sell their 
shares and retrieve their money. And 
when the banks began to lose their invest-
ments as well, depositors panicked, and 
rushed to withdraw their savings, driv-
ing the banks further into ruin. Financial 
institutions around the country closed 
their doors, causing yet another panic 
as many millions of Americans lost their 
life savings. Spending was cut back, � rst 
for luxury items, then for the necessities, 
with the result that businesses radically 
reduced both sta�  ng and production. 
Countless businesses and industries 
eventually went bankrupt. Within months 
of the crash, mining in Nevada fell o�  by 
nearly 50 percent. 

But in 1929, the worst of the Great 
Depression was still in the future. To Ne-
vadans, word of the crash seemed at � rst 
a disturbing, but remote, piece of news. 
After all, Nevada was as far removed from 

the machinations of Wall Street as it was 
possible for a state to be—or so it seemed. 
Nevada’s Republican Governor Fred 
Balzar, in his 1931 Condition of the State 
message to the Nevada State Legislature, 
blithely predicted,

“[T]he existing Nation-wide condition 
of � nancial stress is but lightly felt within 
our own borders, when comparisons are 
made with conditions prevailing in other 
States, and this is partly due to our solid 
� nancial standing and partly due to the 
large Federal expenditures which have 
heretofore been made within the State, or 
those authorized to be made.”

He was being overly optimistic. � e 
Depression would inevitably challenge 
Nevada in many ways, as it would every 
state in the Union, as well as the nations of 
the world. But it was a challenge Nevadans 
would rise to meet – in both conventional 
and unorthodox ways.  

COMING UP 
JULY/AUGUST 2014

In Part VI, Nevada attempts to 
cope with the worst depression in 
the nation’s history. � e state will 
become the bene� ciary of various 
New Deal government projects, 
including the building of Hoover 
Dam, one of the wonders of the 
20th Century. We will watch as 
Nevada � nds growing markets for 
its gold, and once again legal-
izes gambling. � e Battle Born 
State will begin to assume a new 
personality—a new identity—as 
Las Vegas again thrives, Reno 
assumes the uno�  cial mantle as 
the nation’s gambling capital, and 
Nevada becomes the mecca for 
fast and painless divorce. 

ERIC CACHINERO

Designed by San Francisco landscape architect Donald McLaren, modern-day Idlewild Park in Reno features playgrounds, walking and biking 

paths, picnic areas, and fi shing ponds. The park hosts Reno’s annual Earth Day celebration. 
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WE EXPLORE SEVERAL TREASURES THAT MAKE THE OUTDOORS IN NEVADA SO GREAT.

COMPILED & EDITED BY NEVADA MAGAZINE

One of the most magni� cent features of Nevada is our great 
outdoors. Whether you’re reeling in a rainbow trout as the sun 
fades behind the majestic Lamoille Canyon walls or conquering 
the frost-tipped Arc Dome peak, Nevada is brimming with wilder-
ness that is waiting to be explored. 

2014 is a special year for wilderness areas in Nevada. Fifty 
years ago—in 1964—President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Wil-
derness Act into law. � e bill established the National Wilderness 
Preservation System and set aside an initial 9.1 million acres of 
wilderness (64,667 of which was in Nevada) for the use and ben-
e� t of the American people. � e act de� nes “wilderness” as areas 
where the earth and its communities of life are left unchanged 
by people, where the primary forces of nature are in control, and 
where people themselves are visitors who do not remain. But for 

areas to remain unchanged and in harmony with the forces of 
nature, they must be respected and cared for.  

Friends of Nevada Wilderness has been making major strides 
in improving and preserving public land in the state, ensur-
ing Nevada wilderness can be enjoyed by generations to come. 
� e organization is dedicated to preserving all quali� ed Nevada 
public lands as wilderness, protecting all present and potential 
wilderness from ongoing threats, educating the public about the 
values of and need for wilderness, and improving the manage-
ment and restoration of wild lands. 2014 marks a special year for 
the organization, as it is celebrating its 30th anniversary. With a 
host of events planned throughout the year (see page 76), Friends 
of Nevada Wilderness hopes to spread the word about the great 
outdoors in Nevada.

Highlighted are several of the Silver State’s most noteworthy 
wilderness areas. 

FEATURE
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JARBIDGE WILDERNESS
Year Designated: 1964
Acres: 113,167
County: Elko

The Jarbidge Wilderness spans 113,167 
acres of high mountains and deep 
glaciated canyons in northeastern Elko 
County, and was the first designated 
wilderness area in Nevada. In 1964, the 
area covered 64,667 acres. The Nevada 
Wilderness Protection Act of 1989 added 
another 48,500 acres, expanding the area 
to its present size. 

Extreme variations in elevation, 
moisture, and soil make it an area of 
beauty. It has eight peaks higher than 
10,000 feet, some of which drop to 
canyons 4,000 feet below. Bright and 
varied colors of vegetation, soil, and 
rock complement the area’s spectacular 
topography and remoteness. It features 
low-elevation, shrub-dominated alpine 
ecosystems as well as some of Nevada’s 
finest mule deer habitat. Scenic vistas 
range from sagebrush flatland to rugged, 
rocky peaks.

Nevada is typically an arid state, but 
the Jarbidge Wilderness is curiously wet. 
Cottonwood trees are predominant along 
the streams at low elevations, and there 
are numerous intermittent streams, seeps, 
and small meadows. The area produces 
a spectacular wildflower show in early 
summer.

The range also includes Jarbidge Lake 
and Emerald Lake. Visitors can hike or 
horseback ride along ridge tops for miles 
down West Mary’s River, Mary’s River, 
East Fork Jarbidge, or many other streams, 
creeks, and rivers.

Access to the Jarbidge Wilderness is 
limited and requires a few hours driving 
over rough gravel roads, but is well worth 
the drive. The area contains approximately 
150 miles of trails to carry visitors into the 
backcountry. The lower elevation trails 
open up in May and the upper trails are 
clear in June or July, depending on the 
snowpack.—Friends of Nevada Wilderness

bEAU rogErs
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ARC DOME WILDERNESS
Year Designated: 1989
Acres: 115,000
County: Nye

Arc Dome Wilderness, in the heart of the Toiyabe Mountain Range, is one of Nevada’s largest wilderness areas. Its 115,000 acres 
stretch from Ophir Summit in the north to Peavine Canyon in the south. � e area contains the highest peaks in the range, along with 
several trout streams, spectacular scenery, and a diverse mix of landforms and ecosystems.

Approached from certain angles, Arc Dome doesn’t seem very arc-shaped and not very dome-like. � e people who named it must 
have been looking at it from the southwest. From that vantage, in winter, white with snow from base to summit, it looks Himalayan.

� e two � anks of the southern Toiyabe Range are oddly dissimilar. � e west side is gentle, green, and open, and the east side is 
rugged, complicated, and enclosed. � ree streams—optimistically called rivers—gather water from multiple sources and work their 
way down the mountain, with the Reese River going to the west, and the North Twin and South Twin rivers emerging from the very 
steep east side just a half mile apart.

� e Arc Dome area is rich in wildlife, supporting a healthy mule deer population, sage grouse, chukar, and the usual native 
predators. Many migratory birds along with residents such as kestrels and red-shafted � ickers nest in the aspen groves along the 
canyon bottoms.

� e Arc Dome Wilderness makes up the southern third of the Toiyabe Range and, at its closest point, is only 45 miles north of 
Tonopah. � e area is accessible by improved dirt roads from all sides and is within three miles of State Route 376.
—Friends of Nevada Wilderness

FEATURE

KURT KUZNICKI
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Nevada
Historical Society Quarterly

Learn more about the  
past 150 years of 
Nevada’s statehood 
with a subscription to 
Nevada’s oldest academic 
publication, the Nevada 
Historical Society 
Quarterly. 

Published since 1957, the 
Quarterly documents the 
history of the Great Basin, 
Nevada and the West.

Nevada Historical Society

What will the next  
150 years bring?

1650 N. Virginia Street, Reno, NV  89503  
To Subscribe call 775-688-1190 or go to:  
museums.nevadaculture.org

The Main
Event
b o x i n g  i n  n e v a d a  f r o m 
t h e  m i n i n g  c a m p s  t o 
t h e  l a s  v e g a s  s t r i p

R I C H A R D  O .  D A V I E S

Saving 
Lake Tahoe
a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h i s t o r y 
o f  a  n a t i o n a l  t r e a s u r e

M I C H A E L  J .  M A K L E Y

At Pyramid 
Lake
B E R N A R D  M E R G E N

8 0 0 . 6 2 1 . 2 7 3 6    w w w . u n p r e s s . n e v a d a . e d u

nevada
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E V A D A  P R E S S

Boxing in nevada 
from the Mining CaMps  

to the Las vegas strip

the
Main
event

riChard o. davies

At Pyramid Lake
B E R N A R D  M E RG E N

a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h i s t o r y  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  t r e a s u r e

michael  j .  makley

SAVING
LAKE TAHOE

cloth  |  $29.95

paper  |  $26.95

paper  |  $24.95
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FEATURE

RUBY MOUNTAINS 
WILDERNESS
Year Designated: 1989
Acres: 93,090 
County: Elko

� e Ruby Mountains Wilderness is 
characterized by tall, multi-faceted, 
granite-like peaks soaring above 
lush green meadows and sparkling 
sapphire-blue lakes. � e rubies that 
the mountain range is named for are 
actually garnets—red semiprecious 
stones found in certain metamorphic 
rocks. Long and narrow, the Rubies 
stretch 100 miles and seldom stretch 
more than 10 miles wide.

� e area is graced by valleys, clus-
ters of lakes, and snow-fed streams 
� owing down the glacial valleys on the 
west side of the range. Because they 
were so heavily glaciated and have 
such abundant water, the Rubies rep-
resent the classic mountain wilderness. 
Glaciers scoured the northern end of 
the Rubies during the last ice age, cre-
ating the U-shaped Lamoille Canyon, 
also known as Nevada’s Yosemite. 

South of Lamoille, you’ll encounter 
seven miles of lake basins and mead-
ows before the terrain south of Furlong 
Lake turns into a narrow, grassy ridge 
that runs 20 miles to the Overland Lake 
basin. � e Rubies include 10 peaks 
above 10,000 feet (Ruby Dome tops out 
at 11,387 feet) and more than two-
dozen alpine lakes, rare treats in this 
arid state.

You’ll also � nd one of the largest 
populations of mule deer in Nevada, 
mountain goats, bighorn sheep, and 
streams teeming with trout (including 
the Lahontan cutthroat). Himalayan 
snow cocks and Hungarian partridges 
have been introduced to the area and 
are doing well. Prehistoric hunting 
blinds and once-inhabited caves on 
high ridges indicate the area has been 
in use for a long time.
—Friends of Nevada Wilderness

BEAU ROGERS
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775-423-4556
VisitFallonNevada.com     
       VisitFallon

Every day family fun – just down the road.

WENDOVER WILL
WELCOMING VISITORS TO WEST WENDOVER FOR OVER 62 YEARS

866-299-2489 westwendovercity.com
For Horseback & ATV Tours Contact: INTERMOUNTAIN GUIDE SERVICE

intermountainguidenevada.com or call 877-882-4386

Gaming  • Dining  • Golf  • Recreation
Top Name Entertainment at Peppermill Concert Hall

Bonneville Salt Flats  • Historic Sites & More!
Just 90 minutes west of Salt Lake City on I-80

775-664-4300775-664-2111
wendovernugget.com 

1-800-848-7300wendoverfun.com     1-800-537-0207
Scan QR code for
more information

®
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MUDDY MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS
Year Designated: 2002
Acres: 48,019
County: Clark

Just an hour outside of Las Vegas’ urban sprawl lies an area of unique geology and colorful Mojave Desert habitat—the Muddy 
Mountains Wilderness. � is landscape on the north shore of Lake Mead contains four areas that o� er spectacular geology and a fragile 
desert ecosystem. � e area measures 18 miles long and 14 miles wide.

� e Muddy Mountains region o� ers shadowy slot canyons, unique geological formations, and expansive views of Lake Mead. Soli-
tude and silence are as common as the narrow canyons and gravelly washes.

� e colorful landscape of Lake Mead’s north shore supports a diverse and fascinating assortment of wildlife. Search the cli� s above 
and you might see desert bighorn sheep. You’ll also � nd desert creatures such as the banded Gila monster and the desert tortoise liv-
ing near water lovers such as the American white pelican, white-faced ibis, and osprey.

For at least 4,000 years, people have lived in the area. Modern visitors might � nd reminders of their lives in the form of rock art pan-
els, agave roasting pits, pueblo-style rock shelters, and chipping sites where they made their stone tools.

Although hundreds of miles inland, the geology of the Muddy Mountains region gives a telling glimpse into geologic time. About 
300 million years ago, this area was sediment at the bottom of the sea. Today, area that was once sea � oor comprises the limestone 
peaks that jut nearly 6,000 feet into the sky. Scattered among these peaks are fossilized sand dunes that have eroded into galleries and 
canyons, intricately carved and painted in shades of red, orange, and yellow.—Friends of Nevada Wilderness

74 N E V A D A M A G A Z I N E . C O M

KURT KUZNICKI
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MORMON MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS
Year Designated: 2004
Acres: 157,938
County: Lincoln

The Mormon Mountains region is a series of mountain ranges 
and canyons that offer colorful geology, majestic wildlife, archaeo-
logical sites, and beautiful country where one can escape city life. 
From rolling prairies speckled with cholla, yucca, and Joshua trees 
to intricately carved canyons forested with pinyon pine and juni-
per, each landscape contains inspiring beauty and surprises. 

The various climates and elevations in the area provide impor-
tant habitat for a wide spectrum of wildlife. An impressive variety 
of birds of prey live in the area. 

Throughout the Mormon Mountains region are some of the 
most astonishing and valuable prehistoric sites in Nevada. In these 
areas are literally thousands of archaeological sites that offer telling 
glimpses into the lives of people who lived in the area hundreds 
and thousands of years ago. The explorer might find petroglyphs, 
pictographs, agave roasting pits, prehistoric campsites, rock shel-
ters, grinding stones, and other evidence of past lives in the area. 
—Friends of Nevada Wilderness

GOSHUTE CANYON WILDERNESS
Year Designated: 2006
Acres: 42,544
County: White Pine

Goshute Canyon Wilderness lies in the Cherry Creek Range 
in northernmost White Pine County. It is a large landscape 
with a hidden canyon that feeds perennial streams full of native 
trout species. With a long, north-south trending ridgeline above 
9,500 feet and a summit of 10,458 feet, Goshute is an ideal hik-
ing destination with incredible views of the Ruby Mountains, 
just 50 miles away. Along its lower flanks on the east side, one 
can enter Goshute Cave—a network of limestone tunnels that 
connect large rooms. The area is a perfect destination for first-
time cavers.

The wilderness area is a study of contrasts. Brilliant yellow 
fall color and light-colored rock flare against the dark foliage 
of the evergreen canopy. The immense scale of topographic 
features can distort your sense of distance. Expansive meadows 
rimmed by craggy peaks create a vision of untouched natural 
beauty. Goshute and Carry Basins are watersheds for perennial 
streams.

Lower elevations are thickly forested by pinyon pine and 
juniper, while bristlecone and limber pine thrive in the higher 
elevations. Aspen and cottonwood crowd the moist drainages, 
providing a verdant, cool retreat. Large, high-elevation basins 
rimmed by naked peaks fill with wild flowers in spring and 
summer.—Friends of Nevada Wilderness

FRIENDS OF NEVADA WILDERNESS

PETE DRONKERS
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FEATURE

PLAN YOUR TRIP

Friends of Nevada Wilderness

nevadawilderness.org, 775-324-7667

SOUTHERN NEVADA VOLUNTEER 

APPRECIATION PICNIC

Mountain Crest Park, Las Vegas

May 3

BLACK ROCK RENDEZVOUS

Black Rock Desert

May 23-26

SHELDON LUAU (LAST FENCE PULL) 

Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge

June 27-29

STEVEN’S CAMP FOURTH OF JULY 

WILDERNESS WEEKEND

Black Rock Desert

July 4-6

ARTOWN “50 YEARS OF WILD NEVADA” 

Friends of Nevada Wilderness Headquarters, 

Sparks

opening reception July 12

on display July 12-31

FAMILY FUN DAY  —WILDERNESS EXPLORER 

YOUTH PROGRAM

Nevada State Museum, Carson City

Sept. 13

CELEBRATORY PICNIC & WALK FOR 

WILDERNESS

Galena Creek Recreation Area, Reno

Sept. 13 

LECTURE: CREATION OF THE WILDERNESS 

ACT AND GREAT BASIN NATIONAL PARK

Nevada State Museum, Carson City

Sept. 25

WILD AND SCENIC FILM FESTIVAL

Historic 5th Street Schoolhouse, Las Vegas

Nov. 13

WILDERNESS WINGDING

Idlewild Park, Reno

Dec. 5

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WILDERNESS ACT EVENTS

PHOTOS: KURT KUZNICKI
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The Fallon Convention Center can meet all your event needs for 
general sessions, breakout rooms and food functions for groups up to 
300. Your meeting comes with free WiFi and audio/visual equipment.

VisitFallonNevada.com  
775-423-4556
Candy@VisitFallonNevada.com

VisitFallon

Fallon is Eventful Nevada.
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Great Basin  
National Park

ARC DOME WILDERNESS

GOSHUTE CANYON WILDERNESS

JARBIDGE WILDERNESS

MORMON MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS

MUDDY MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS

RUBY MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS

KURT KUZNICKI

Arc Dome Wilderness

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Jarbidge Wilderness

Jarbidge Ranger District Offi ce

775-752-3357

Arc Dome Wilderness

Austin Ranger District Offi ce

775-964-2671

Ruby Mountains Wilderness

Ruby Mountains Ranger District Offi ce

775-752-3357

Muddy Mountains Wilderness

Las Vegas Field Offi ce

702-515-5000

Mormon Mountains Wilderness

Ely Field Offi ce

775-289-1800

Goshute Canyon Wilderness

Ely Field Offi ce

775-289-1800
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Visit TravelNevada.com/nvmag or call 800.Nevada.8 to get your 
FREE Nevada Visitor’s Guide.

We are Nevada. We carry the skies on our back and adventure
in our heart. We challenge trailblazers and weekend warriors alike 
to discover life without fences. Come experience it for yourself.

DON’T FENCE ME IN.
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Soaring over Sapphire
As it happened to be my birthday, I decided to treat myself to a paraglider � ight from a new 

launch site that I’d heard about but never actually visited. Wind conditions on the lake looked 
good as I found a parking spot on the east shore as close as possible to the starting point of my 
hike. I headed into the woods with the 40 pounds of glider in a pack on my back at about 4 p.m., 
and after about 40 minutes of steep hiking and scrambling I arrived at the launch site.

Wind was cycling nicely up the launch site when I arrived, so I quickly unpacked the glider, put 
on my harness, pulled the glider over my head, and stepped o�  the hill. � e launch went smooth 
and I started to climb immediately in the strong lift created by the afternoon winds pushing up 
the steep face of Herlan Peak.

Within � ve minutes of leaving the ground, I watched Marlette Lake shrink beneath my feet 
as I climbed past 10,000 feet. I spent about 90 minutes in the air that day and took more than 50 
pictures using a GoPro Hero 3 camera on a 36-inch hand-held boom.

STORY & PHOTOS BY ED YOUMANS

YOUR NEVADA

Soaring higher than 10,000 feet 

during his paraglider fl ights, 

photographer Ed Youmans uses 

a GoPro Hero 3 and a hand-held 

boom to capture these airborne 

shots over Lake Tahoe. 

Youmans owns and operates Daydreams Paragliding, a business that takes clients on scenic 
tandem paraglider � ights in the Lake Tahoe area. daydreamstahoe.com, 775-720-9156
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Alamo
Amargosa Valley
Ash Meadows
Ash Springs
Beatty
Caliente
Carver / Hadley
Death Valley
Delamar
Gabbs / Berlin
Gold Point
Goldfi eld
Hawthorne
Luning / Mina
Manhattan / Belmont
Pahrump
Panaca
Pioche
Rachel
Rhyolite
Round Mountain
Scotty’s Castle
Shoshone
Silver Peak / Weepah
Tecopa
Tonopah
Yerington

Forget the long lines and cover charge of Vegas 
clubs and grab an all-access pass to a good old-
fashioned time where there’s no need to slip the 
doorman a 20-dollar bill. This is a whole other 
side of Nevada that’s rich in history, breathtaking 
scenery, wildlife, sand dunes, off-road trails, 
ghost towns and hiking trails just to name a few. 
Best of all, you don’t have to break the bank. 
So drive out, where you’ll fi nd there’s a story in 
every small town—and an adventure around every 
bend.

Cathedral Gorge State Park   (Pioche, Nevada)

Big Dune ATV Riding   (Amargosa Valley, Nevada)

Ultralounge.

RENO

NEVADA 

SILVER TRAILS

ELY
CARSON CITY

LAS
VEGAS

Want to learn more about what’s in your backyard?

NevadaSilverTrails.com

TravelNevada.com
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Great Basin

A sign of good  
    things to come . . .

Fort Churchill

    things to come . . .

Stillwater Wildlife Refuge, Fallon

Stillwater Wildlife Refuge, Fallon

Eureka Opera House

Stillwater Wildlife Refuge, Fallon

Stillwater Wildlife Refuge, Fallon

Great Basin National Park

PonyExpressNevada.com

1.888.359.9449     

Fernley
Pyramid Lake, near the town of Fernley, covers 125,000 acres, 
making it one of the largest natural lakes in the state of Nevada. 
It’s also home to the famous Lahontan Cutthroat Trout that grow  
to world-record sizes.
Dayton
Fort Churchill State Historic Park, near Dayton, was built in 1861  
to provide protection for early settlers. Visitors can enjoy historic 
and environmental education, hiking, camping, picnicking,  
and photography.
Fallon
Surrounded by the Lahontan Valley Wetlands, one of the most  
significant wetland systems in the American West that includes the  
Stillwater Wildlife Refuge, Fallon is a birdwatcher’s paradise in the  
spring and a mecca for waterfowl hunters in the fall.  
Austin 
Stokes Castle near Austin is an exact replica of a tower outside of Rome, Italy,  
and was built out of hand-hewn native granite. The castle was built in 1897 for  
Anson Phelps Stokes, an eastern financier who had mining interests in the Austin area.
Eureka
Built in 1880, the Eureka Opera House was a movie theater in the 1940s, then stood  
idle until Eureka County purchased and restored it in 1993. The Eureka Opera House  
now serves as a full service convention center and cultural arts center.
Ely
In Ely, the Nevada Northern Railway harkens back to a time when the iron horse ruled the 
rails! Today, this National Historic Landmark offers extraordinary train rides, tours, an over-
night in a caboose and the opportunity to BE the Engineer and operate a steam locomotive.
Great Basin National Park
Great Basin National Park is home to Wheeler Peak, the highest mountain located entirely 
in Nevada. Also featured within the park is Lehman Caves, a beautiful marble cave system 
ornately decorated with stalactites, stalagmites, helictites, flowstone, popcorn, and  
shield formations.

Pyramid Lake

Fernley
Pyramid Lake, near the town of Fernley, covers 125,000 acres, Pyramid Lake, near the town of Fernley, covers 125,000 acres, 

Nevada Northern Railway Stokes Castle near Austin
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