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employment in Nevada fell by 600 from 
March to April.  Private-sector employ-
ment grew by 200 in April, but government 
employment fell by 800.  Over the last 
year, private sector employment increased 
by 10,500 jobs.  However, these gains 
were offset by a decrease in government 
employment of 5,100.  April’s lackluster 
jobs report comes on the heels of a strong 
report in March, which was revised up by 
2,700 jobs, pushing that month’s gain 
from 5,000 to 7,700.  

Results were mixed for Nevada’s major 
industry sectors. Mining employment rose 
by 100 in April and set a new series peak 
dating back to 1990.  The trade, transpor-
tation and utilities sector added 2,900 
jobs, with a strong showing from retail 
trade (+1,600), 
transportation/warehousing/utilities 
(+1,100); and an increase of 200 jobs in 
wholesale trade. Education and health 
services added 1,200 jobs in April -- most 
of it coming from the health care and 
social assistance sub-sector which added 
1,100 jobs. Even with the increase, the 
health care and social assistance employ-
ment level is still below the peak set in 
October 2011.

On the down side, a number of industries 
shed employment in April.  Construction 
(-900) continued to trend down, setting a 
new post-boom low.  Employment in 
professional and business services was 
down by 2,000 in April.  Within the sector, 
administrative, waste management and 
remediation services lost 2,100 jobs.  
Although employment in accommodation 
and food services fell by 1,400 in April, it 
has gained 7,800 jobs over the last year 
(a gain of 2.7 percent).  Government 
employers cut employment by 800 jobs 
over-the-month.  Federal government 
employment was unchanged, and state 
government employment decreased 
slightly (-200).  Most of the losses 
occurred in local government (-600).  
Local government employment has 
steadily decreased, losing 4,200 jobs in 
the last year and is currently at levels not 
seen since October 2005.  

Nevada Job Growth by Region
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Employment levels in two of Nevada’s 
metropolitan areas increased over-the-
month, with Las Vegas adding 400 jobs 
and Reno adding 500.  Carson City lost 
200 jobs and employment is down 3.5 
percent from a year ago.  Reno employ-
ment is also down from a year ago, with 
900 fewer jobs than in April of 2011 (a 
decrease of 0.5 percent).  Las Vegas has 
added 4,600 jobs since April of 2011 for a 
year-over-year growth rate of 0.6 percent.  

Along with a growing labor market, 
measures of wages paid to employees 
continue to trend positive.  The 12 month 
average of hourly earnings for all employ-
ees on private nonfarm payrolls rose by 
six cents, to $19.56.  Average hourly 
earnings have increased by $0.70 since 
April 2011, an increase of 3.6 percent.  
Additionally, contribution reports from 
employers enrolled in Nevada’s unem-
ployment insurance program show 
moderate growth in covered wages.  After 
declining in both 2009 and 2010, average 
weekly wages have rebounded of late.  
Wages in 2011 were up 1.3 percent from 
a year ago ($829 vs. $818), despite some 
weakness in the fourth quarter.  

Total personal income in Nevada has 
increased on an over-the-year basis for 
seven straight quarters, despite a fall in 
transfer payments.  Transfer payments as 
a share of personal income rose markedly 
during the recession, driven by increases 
in unemployment insurance benefits, and 
peaked at 16.6 percent in the final quarter 
of 2010.  Since then, the level of transfer 
payments as a part of personal income 
has trended down and currently stands at 
15.6 percent of the total.
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       Nevada Transfer Payments (Millions of $)

      Nevada Average Weekly Wage
(Year-Over-Year Percentage Change)

Nevada Personal Income (Millions of $)
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