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Carson River Watershed
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Regional Plan Adopted by Five Counties

When the Alpine County Board of Supervisors
voted on September 16, 2008 to adopt the
Carson River Watershed Regional Floodplain
Management Plan, the five county, bi-state
adoption process was complete. Alpine
County joined Douglas, Carson City, Lyon and
Churchill counties in a joint effort to protect
floodplains and reduce the potential for flood

damages throughout the watershed.

The regional plan calls for the protection of
floodplain lands as the primary method of
reducing flood damage versus structural ap-
proaches, such as levees and large flood con-

trol projects. It also calls for watershed-wide
consistency for data collection and manage-
ment, accurate flood insurance rate mapping,
outreach and education, channel migration
and erosion monitoring, and reduction of in-
frastructure impacts.

Community members provided input and
ideas through a series of workshops. The Car-
son River Coalition River Corridor Working
Group formulated this input and other re-
search into suggested actions. The plan can
be found at www.cwsd.org.

A Big Thank You to Outgoing Directors!

The December 2008 CWSD
Board of Directors meeting will
be the last for five of the Direc-
tors. Directors Bob Milz (Lyon
County), Kelly Kite (Douglas
County), Jim Baushke (Douglas
County), Willis Swan (City of
Fallon), and Gunter Kaiser
(Alpine County) are all retiring
from the CWSD Board and their
respective county and city
boards. Their passion and com-
mitment to the Carson River
Watershed will be greatly
missed.

Director Bob Milz has been on
the Board since 1997 and served
as the Chairman for many years.
Bob’s take-it-on attitude has
resulted in the conservation of
many acres of the Carson River
floodplain, and the implementa-
tion of many projects. Bob also

served as a Lyon County Com-
missioner, and served on many
other boards including the West-
ern NV RC&D and the Dayton
Valley Conservation District.

Director Kelly Kite has served on
the board since 1997. For sev-
eral years he served as the
“Second Vice Chair”, the subject
of many humorous comments.
Kelly served as a Douglas County
Commissioner and was on the
Board of Directors for the West-
ern NV RC&D. Kelly donates his
time and energy to many pro-
jects including the Eagles and
Agriculture Tour. Kelly’s sense of
humor and stories will be sorely
missed by the CWSD Staff!

Director Willis Swan has been
on the Board since 1999 and
served as a supervisor for the
City of Fallon. Willis was instru-

mental in the development of
the City of Fallon’s Arsenic Treat-
ment Plant.

Director Gunter Kaiser has been
on the Board for four years and
served as an Alpine County Su-
pervisor. Gunter has worked
hard to develop programs to
protect Alpine County ground-
water resources and has never
missed a Board meeting!

Director Jim Baushke served on
the Board for three years and
served as a Douglas County Com-
missioner. Jimis also the cur-
rent President of NACO.

The CWSD Staff will miss all of
the departing Directors but wish
you well in your new endeavors!

On behalf of everyone - we
thank you for your service!



Page 2

Learning Center Partners

Children’s Museum of
Northern Nevada

CWSD

NDEP-Water Quality Plan-

ning Bureau
River Wranglers
Carson City Weed Coalition

Clear Creek Watershed
Council

Diana Lightfeather &
Friends (River Mural )

Jack Evans

E.B. Homes

SE Drywall

VisionASP

Desert Pines Taxidermy

Nevada Trappers Associa-

tion

NV State Parks

Carson City Public Works
NV Division of Forestry
US Fish & Wildlife

US Forest Service
Stockdale Creative

Audubon Society-NV Impor-
tant Bird Areas Program

Silver Stage High School
Shop Class

Western NV RC&D

Natural Resources Conser-

vation Service
Sierra Crest Academy
Azad Family

Wilkinson Family

Thanks to all

our partners!

The Flow

Watershed Learning Center Opens

You never know where a
conversation with a perfect
stranger can lead! Jim
Peckham, Director of the
Children’s Museum of
Northern Nevada, and Genie
Azad, CWSD, found out!
While sharing snack bar du-
ties for a children’s play at
the museum, the two began
talking about water educa-
tion. Two years later they
are still talking about water
education and have an inter-
active exhibit to show for it!

The CRC Education working
group volunteered to help
develop the exhibit that
would allow hands-on learn-
ing about watershed topics.

Little did the working group

Microscope and birds always a big hit!

Young visitor learns from life-size map!

know just how in-
volved they were going
to be!

Operating with virtu-
ally no budget, the
working group, and
other recruits, went to
work painting, hanging
willows, fixing the pea-
cocks tail (thank good-
ness for duct tape and
Mary Kay Riedl) and
building circuit boards.

Donations of time and
materials from a vari-
ety of individuals and
organizations made it all
possible. It seemed that
whatever or whoever was
needed just showed up!

“The exhibit is open but not
complete and hopefully

never will be,” says Azad,
| “the idea is for new activi-
| ties and ideas to be always

| forth coming to keep

learning fresh and fun.”

Future plans for the mu-
seum include securing
funding to develop a large
learning center in an un-
| used, downstairs, room
that could include a work-
| ing river model that can
simulate flooding condi-

tions and how floodplains
act as natural flood control
systems.

River Mural created by local artists.

The museum offers a great
outreach opportunity with
over 20,000 people from
throughout the State visiting
on an annual basis. This
does not include folks that
go to the museum for spe-
cial events such as plays and
even ballroom dancing.

So the next time a perfect
stranger strikes up a conser-
vation with you remember
that the possibilities are
endless!!

The museum is located in
Carson City at 813 N. Carson
Street.



Tour of Marlette Water System Project

Marlette Lake

In October, Mike Leahy and Blake Gudmundson led
the CWSD Board of Directors on a tour of the water
system update project at Marlette Lake. What
started out with the simple goal of replacing the
diesel pump and a fifty year old pipeline took on a
life of its own! In 2003, CWSD received a million
dollar grant from the EPA, thanks to Senator Reid’s
support. This grant helped get the ball rolling on this
six-year, several million dollar project of the State’s
Marlette Water System division. Construction began
in 2007, and by fall, a new 12” pipeline with power
and communication raceways had been installed
from the pump can to Hobart Creek. Crews were
busy this summer adding several different compo-
nents to the system. A house was built for the mas-
sive Case generator. A natural gas line was con-
nected from Paiute Gas Company’s pipeline at Mus-
grove to the generator building at the summit above
Marlette Lake. An electric line was installed from the

New Generator House

Installing the intake pipe.

generator to the lakeside pump. Finally, the 600’
intake pipe was buried from the pump can into the
lake. In 2009, the system will be completed with the
installation of the generator and start up of the sys-
tem. By late summer 2009, the pipeline capable of
carrying 1,500 gpm of water from Marlette Lake to
the generator will be operational. With these up-
grades, the new system will be fully automated,
eliminating trips to Marlette Lake to fuel the diesel
pump, repair an aging pipeline or adjust water flows;

instead, system controls will be accessed at the

Marlette Lake Intake Screen

Marlette Water System office in Carson City. Trans-
porting water from Marlette Lake to the Quill Water
System plant in Carson City will be done with greater
ease. It was informative and encouraging to see the
building progression of this system’s update after
being a part of its planning and engineering phases.
So many components have come together to make
this project possible, and CWSD is pleased to have
been a part of the process. Thanks Mike and Blake
for the great tour!!
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Fast Facts:

The Marlette-
Hobart Water
System was created
in the late 1800’s
and included
Marlette Lake,
Hobart Reservoir,
and an intricate
system of flumes
and pipelines.

The system also
includes an inverted
siphon, which was a
modern engineering
marvel; it had the
highest psi in the
world at that time.
Virginia City still
uses the original
pipeline that was
built in 1875!

What is now the
popular Marlette
Flume trail used to
be a box flume that
carried water from
Marlette Lake to
Tunnel Creek

Station.
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Upcoming Special Events

December 11: Carson River Coalition Main Group,
10:00 a.m. to noon in the NV Division of Water Re-
sources, Tahoe Room, 901 Stewart St., Carson City.
Please join us for two special presentations, “Carson
River Mercury Study” presented by Marvin Tebeau
(RCI) and “Riverine Processes and Water Quality”
presented by Mahmood Azad (Douglas County). For
more information call 887-9005.

February 3—5: Nevada Water Resources Associa-
tion Annual Conference to be held at the Peppermill
Hotel and Casino, Reno. For more information visit
WWW.NVWra.org.

February 18: Carson River Watershed Annual Nox-
ious Weed Management Forum. To be held at the
Nevada State Library from 9 to 4. For more informa-
tion call 887-9005 or visit www.cwsd.org.

For regularly scheduled meetings and events please
visit www.cwsd.org.

Conservation Easement Protects 853 Acres

A partnership between Clear Creek Tahoe and The Na-
ture Conservancy (TNC) has resulted in the protection
of 853 acres in the Clear Creek Watershed.

Clear Creek Tahoe donated a conservation easement to
TNC ensuring that the land will remain in open space in
perpetuity. The easement is adjacent to a planned
community and golf course project being undertaken by
Clear Creek Tahoe. Through this partnership critical
riparian and wet meadow habitat, home to many bird
species, will be protected. This easement in combina-
tion with the adjoining lands owned by the U.S. Forest
and the Washoe Tribe, creates a larger habitat corridor
that is critical for migrating birds and other animals who
depend upon the natural resources of the area.

Conservation easements are legal agreements that limit
certain types of uses and/or prevents development on
designated properties to protect ecological values.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT www.cwsd.org

CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT
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Carson City, NV 89701



