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ACTIVITY AND ACHIEVEMENTS REPORT 

FOR MARCH, 2004 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 Administrator participated in a conference call with Marty Parsons of the State of Alaska 

abandoned mines program concerning the USACE RAMS program. 
 Administrator worked on the grant paperwork for the Alaska and Native American 

geothermal trade missions. 
 Administrator responded to an inquiry concerning mining claims in the Table Mountain 

Mining District, Churchill County. 
 Administrator spoke with Craig Newman, USFS Elko, concerning approvals to secure for 

AML hazards in Clark and Lander counties. 
 Administrator assisted Dan Maxwell with questions concerning custom mills available for 

the Snowflake prospect near Pioche. 
 Administrator attended a meeting with Mike Crisman, Secretary of Natural Resources, 

Darrell Young, Director of Conservation, Douglas Craig, AML Program Lead, in 
Sacramento to discuss AML issues of mutual interest. 

 Administrator participated in a conference call concerning the Golden Butte and Easy Junior 
AML projects. 

 Administrator and staff met with Joe Ashen concerning geothermal development near 
Washoe Lake. 

 Commissioners Bryan and Parratt and the administrator attended the monthly meeting of the 
Geological Society of Nevada and distributed the Division’s 2003 AML Report. 

 Administrator met with members of the AML Environmental Task Force to discuss the scope 
of work for the reclamation of the Golden Butte and Easy Junior AML projects. 

 Administrator attended the Natives Impacted by Mining Conference in Reno and toured the 
Olinghouse, Guanomi, and Perry Canyon AML sites. 

 Administrator attended the first meeting of the advisory board for the Great Basin Center for 
Geothermal Energy at UNR-MSM. 

 Administrator spoke with Leslie Thompson, Pintail Systems, concerning AML closure using 
biotechnology. 

 Administrator responded to an inquiry from the Governor’s office concerning the suspension 
of MMS payments to the state due to the shutdown of the BLM computer system in response 
to the Cobell lawsuit. 

 
MINING AND LAND USE ISSUES 

 Staff spoke to Doug Prihar, MAP, on meeting with the southern Nevada industrial mineral 
companies to discuss development of energy efficiency training classes. 

 
 

Dennis Bryan; Small-Scale Mining and Prospecting Commission on Mineral Resources Eugene Kozlowski; Oil and Gas
James Chavis; Large-Scale Mining  Jay Parmer; General Public
Patrick Fagan; Geothermal Resources Fred D. Gibson, Jr., Chairman; Large-Scale Mining Ron Parratt, V. Chair.; Exploration and Development



 Staff spoke to Russ Fields, NvMA, to discuss the DOE Grand Challenge Mining R&D 
research proposals. 

 Staff assisted Greg Lambert, Sierra Pacific Power, with exploration information. 
 Staff assisted Lander County Recorder in resolving a claim map filing issue. 
 Staff reviewed, commented, and supported the Wilson Creek Perlite Project, and reviewed 

and commented on the Simplot Silica Mine Expansion via the State Clearinghouse. 
 Staff attended and participated the Nevada Miners & Prospectors’ meeting in Reno. 
 Staff assisted Mark Bennett, Newmont, with historical Battle Mountain gold production 

information. 
 Staff worked on R&D summaries for the DOE Grand Challenge grant proposal. 
 Staff toured several mining claims near Overton, and toured old mines in the vicinity of Mt. 

Potosi with Jay Lininger of Matrix Magazine, for an article he is writing on the early mining 
history of southern Nevada. 

 Staff met with Ken Reim to discuss southern Nevada mining issues. 
 Staff made a presentation on a DOE energy efficiency program to the NvMA Board of 

Directors in Reno. 
 Staff spoke to Aaron Cole, SWCA, regarding an environmental assessment of Las Vegas 

Wash being done on behalf of Clark County. 
 Staff conducted research on the copper production of the Yerington Mine. 

 
RECLAMATION BOND POOL 

 Staff spoke with John Barta regarding the Gooseberry Mine. 
 Staff spoke with Spencer Apple and Ken Schmick regarding the reclamation bond pool. 

 
ABANDONED MINE LANDS PROGRAM (AML) 

 Staff secured 19 AML hazardous sites and found 5 AML sites already secured, and 
discovered and ranked 11 AML hazardous sites in Clark County; and discovered and ranked 
2 AML hazardous sites in Douglas County. 

 Staff worked and designed new AML license plate sized metal signs. 
 Staff reviewed the resumes for the summer interns, conducted interviews at UNR. 
 Staff called the Douglas County District Attorney regarding AML hazards. 
 Staff met with Robert Vaught, Forest Supervisor, regarding AML securing clearances. 
 Staff secured 10 AML hazardous sites and discovered and ranked one site in Lyon County as 

part of Cory Sobrio’s Eagle Scout project. 
 Staff prepped for an AML backfill project reconnaissance with the BLM at 

Nelson/Searchlight area. 
 Staff conducted an Eagle Scout project reconnaissance in Nye County. 
 Staff conducted claim research at the Clark County Surveyor & Assessor’s offices. 

 
OIL AND GAS 

 Staff met with Deputy State Director, Del Fortner, regarding oil, gas, and geothermal 
programs coordination. 

 Staff assisted the Vice Chairman of the IOGCC with meeting and committee planning for the 
upcoming mid-year meeting. 

 Staff met with Russ Land, NDEP, and John Stout, BLM, at the Division’s Carson City office 
regarding mechanical integrity testing of oil field injection wells. 



 Staff attended the BLM’s quarterly competitive oil and gas lease sale in Reno. 
 Staff met with Barton Evans Oil Company regarding the Kyle Hot Spring oil and gas wells. 
 Staff developed the plugging program for Noble Energy’s Rattlesnake #12-26 oil well. 
 Staff coordinated the oil spill clean-up at Tomera Ranch #1-5 Tank Farm located in Pine 

Valley. 
 
GEOTHERMAL 

 Staff met with Rich Hoops and Richard Harjo regarding the Native American Trade Mission 
planned for late 2004 or early 2005. 

 Staff participated in a telephone conference call with Jane Long, Great Basin Center for 
Geothermal and Dick Burdette, State Energy Office, regarding DOE grants and 
GeoPowering the West program. 

 Staff approved the plug back and directional drilling program for ORMAT’s Desert Peak 
#43-21 geothermal well. 

 Staff assisted Donna Potter, San Emidio Energy, with geothermal bonding questions. 
 Staff assisted Rick Fain, Gilroy Foods, regarding ORMAT’s pending Desert Peak III project 

area permit. 
 Staff filled out DOE grant forms for the Alaska Trade Mission and Nevada Geothermal 

Update Newsletter. 
 Staff witnessed the production well test for Caithness at Steamboat. 

 
EDUCATION AND PUBLIC AWARENESS 

 Staff finalized the field trip write-up for the upcoming National Minerals Education 
Conference in July at Lake Tahoe. 

 Staff spoke to Paul Clifford, Executive Director of the Florida Institute of Phosphate 
Research, regarding developments in mineral education. 

 Staff spoke to Teresa Conner, New Mexico Museum, regarding assistance with New 
Mexico’s mineral education programs. 

 Staff set up and manned the mineral commodity/AML display at Dayton Elementary School 
Family Night (approximately 200 parents and students attended the booth). 

 Staff gave 3 mineral commodity/AML sessions at Westergard Elementary School to 
approximately 84 students. 
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