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ACTIVITY AND ACHIEVEMENTS REPORT 

FOR JUNE, 2004 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 Administrator met with Dirk van Zyl of UNR Mining Life Cycle Center and Chris Cockrill 

of DOE Industries of the Future Program to discuss possible amendments to the existing 
DOE Nevada Mining Industries of the Future grant. 

 Administrator participated in a conference call with Western Governor’s Association 
representatives concerning a proposal from EPA to fund a $60,000 grant for AML inventory 
work in the western U.S. 

 Administrator attended a meeting of the Governor’s Natural Resource Cabinet. 
 Administrator participated in a conference call with NDEP and the USACE AML program 

lead in an effort to resolve problems with SAIC, the contractor for the AML database project. 
 Administrator met with George Taylor, senior deputy attorney general and the new deputy 

attorney general assigned to the Division, Janet Hess, former Story County district attorney. 
 Administrator assisted Clancy Wendt concerning possible mining fraud at a site in the 

Carson Sink, north of Fallon. 
 Administrator supplied information concerning the number of active mining claims to John 

Dobra at UNR. 
 Administrator assisted Kerr-McGee Corporation with AML fencing documentation at the 

Bristol and Jackrabbit Mines near Pioche. 
 Administrator organized and led the Alaska/Nevada Geothermal Trade Mission. 
 Administrator briefed Steve Robinson, Governor Guinn’s Natural Resource advisor, on the 

newly-discovered Cortez Hills gold deposit. 
 Staff attended a budget refresher course offered by the Budget Division. 
 Administrator attended the Interim Finance Committee of the Legislature meeting in Carson 

and obtained approval for additional authority for personnel expenses and a new pickup truck 
for the Las Vegas office. 

 Administrator met with representatives from the Dept. of Information Technology 
concerning the monthly website hosting fee. 

 Administrator met with other natural resource agency heads at Senator John Ensign’s Reno 
office concerning the Lincoln County Land Bill. 

 Administrator reviewed the resume of the applicant for the lead mining position in the USFS 
in Nevada at the request of Bob Vaught. 

 Administrator assisted Gary Hancock with information concerning real estate issues at the 
Gooseberry Mine. 

 Administrator assisted Stan Toncevich with AML issues at his claims near Virginia City. 
 Staff took the financial manager training regarding internal controls. 
 Staff conducted an accident investigation & paperwork for the summer intern’s injury to his  

 middle finger which required 3 stitches at the Beatty Medical Center. 
 

Dennis Bryan; Small-Scale Mining and Prospecting Commission on Mineral Resources Eugene Kozlowski; Oil and Gas
James Chavis; Large-Scale Mining  Jay Parmer; General Public
Patrick Fagan; Geothermal Resources Fred D. Gibson, Jr., Chairman; Large-Scale Mining Ron Parratt, V. Chair.; Exploration and Development



 
MINING AND LAND USE ISSUES 

 Staff sent disturbance and reclamation acreages to Jeff White at Newmont. 
 Staff reviewed, commented, and supported the Clearinghouse documents regarding the Easy 

Jr. and Golden Butte AML reclamation projects, and Metallic Ventures Gemfield 
Exploration project. 

 Staff assisted the Carson City Recorder with claim filing questions. 
 Staff sent annual status and production reports to Debbie Selig and Steve Castor. 
 Staff provided the Ecuadorian Consulate with information on Fallon Mining. 
 Staff spoke with David Hornbeck regarding filing notices of intent to hold. 
 Staff assisted Scott Smith of NASD with the average grades for Nevada’s gold mines. 

 
RECLAMATION BOND POOL 

 Staff wrote a pre-qualification letter for AuEx’s reclamation bond. 
 Staff initiated the payment for Haz-Mat removal at the Gooseberry Mine. 
 Staff spoke to Cindy Dragon regarding Southern Nevada Liteweight’s reclamation bond. 
 Staff determined the hours worked for the Bond Pool in FY-04. 

 
ABANDONED MINE LANDS (AML) 

 Staff prepared AML maps, ID sheets, and data printouts for all logged AML hazardous sites 
in Douglas County for the Douglas County Sheriff S&R. 

 Staff worked on “Request for Authorization to Secure” for 34 BLM orphan sites in Clark 
County. 

 Staff met with Jon Brown and Chris Ross at NvMA to discuss the status of proposed Washoe 
County and Tonopah area AML backfill projects.  Initial cultural and biological survey work 
began 6/8 and 6/9 in Tonopah. 

 Summer Interns secured 18 USFS orphan sites and re-built a fence around one orphan site in 
Lyon County; secured 11 AML hazardous sites in Churchill County; secured 6 AML 
hazardous sites in Elko County and conducted ownership research; secured 16 AML 
hazardous sites in Esmeralda County and 25 sites in Mineral County; and secured 52 sites in 
Nye County. 

 Summer Interns logged one minimal shaft and 9 non-hazardous sites in Churchill County; 
discovered and ranked 9 AML hazardous sites in Esmeralda County; 42 AML hazardous 
sites in Nye County; 14 AML hazardous sites in Lyon County; and 6 AML hazardous sites in 
Elko County. 

 Staff visited the 24 proposed backfill AML sites in the Tonopah area. 
 Staff discovered and ranked 2 AML hazardous sites in Esmeralda County and 4 AML sites in 

Lincoln County. 
 Staff spoke with Bill Upton regarding AML sites near McDermitt. 
 Staff worked on 36 unsolicited securings in Lincoln County. 
 Staff met with Ed Tomany in Lincoln County to investigate a mine with explosives and 650 

pounds of ANFO was found at the mine site. 
 Staff mailed out “Cultural Resource Avoidance” forms for Clark and Nye counties. 
 Staff completed 41 “Cultural Resource Avoidance” forms and maps for the BLM. 
 Summer Intern entered claim ownership research, prepped maps and ID sheets. 

 
OIL AND GAS 

 Staff attended the mid-year meeting of the IOGCC in Columbus, Ohio and served as 
Chairman of the Council of Regulatory Officials. 

 Staff attended the Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Regulatory Coordination meetings with BLM in 
Reno. 

 Staff met with Al Whitehead and the BLM regarding a new oil and gas exploratory unit for 
the Gabb’s Valley area. 



 Staff reviewed and approved Trail Mountain’s application for permit to drill the Quartz Road 
Federal 1 oil well located in Pine Valley. 

 Staff met with BLM-NSO and coordinated the oil, gas and geothermal programs. 
 Staff and the administrator were speakers at the International Oil Scouts Association’s annual 

meeting held at Lake Tahoe, California. 
 Staff coordinated oil and gas inspections and enforcement activities with the BLM. 

 
GEOTHERMAL 

 Staff provided geothermal permitting and bonding assistance to Ormat for their Steamboat 
Power Plants. 

 Staff approved a Mechanical Integrity Testing procedure for Caithness Geothermal Injection 
Well 27-32 located in Dixie Valley. 

 Staff attended the GeoPowering the West working meeting held in California. 
 Staff assisted Noramex with geothermal permitting and bonding questions for 10 thermal 

gradient wells located in the Blue Mountain area. 
 Staff provided information to a company conducting due diligence on the Stillwater 

Geothermal Project which is in the process of being sold. 
 Staff met with Ormat regarding their recent acquisition of the Caithness Flash Plant at 

Steamboat. 
 Staff approved sundry notices for well clean-outs at Dixie Valley. 
 Staff met with Ormat Nevada regarding the bonding of the Steamboat projects. 
 Staff worked on GeoPowering the West grant billing with the administrator and State Energy 

Office. 
 
EDUCATION AND PUBLIC AWARENESS 

 Staff set-up an AML and Hot Springs Safety display at the NW Reno Home Depot Kids 
Safety Fair with the BLM. 

 Staff gave a presentation regarding commodities/AML/volcanoes to a Las Vegas Boy Scout 
Troop. 

 Staff worked with a Las Vegas teacher on a proposal for a high school AML mini-unit. 
 Staff attended the NvMA Education Committee meeting. 
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