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ACTIVITY AND ACHIEVEMENTS REPORT 

FOR SEPTEMBER, 2004 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 Administrator spoke with Tom Buchta, National AML Program Lead for the USFS, 

concerning streamlining permit requirements for AML securing work on USFS lands in 
Nevada. 

 Administrator spoke with mining program representatives in Oregon, Arizona, the Yukon, 
and the Northwest Territories concerning their participation in the area reports session at the 
Northwest Mining Association annual meeting. 

 Administrator secured the participation of two additional area reporters, Arizona and Utah, 
for the 2004 NWMA annual meting. 

 Administrator participated in a conference call with representatives of the USACE RAMS 
program and other state AML representatives concerning the WRDA 2004 bill currently 
pending in Congress. 

 Administrator participated in a conference call concerning the USACE RAMS legislative 
effort. 

 Administrator participated in a RAMS stakeholder’s conference call. 
 Administrator participated in a conference call concerning the NDEP database project being 

supported by the USACE RAMS program. 
 Administrator worked with Janet Hess, Deputy Attorney General, on an interlocal agreement 

which would permit the Division to conduct a small abandoned mine remediation on the 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation with the assistance of the Nevada Mining Association. 

 Administrator visited the Guanomi AML site on the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Reservation 
with representatives from the BLM, NvMA, and the PLPT. 

 Administrator participated in a field review of the proposed backfill sites in the Pyramid 
District with BLM personnel, Del Fortner, Chris Ross, Don Hicks, and Nevada Mining 
Association representative, Jon Brown. 

 Administrator assisted Lew Gustafson with a question concerning training for underground 
miners in Nevada. 

 Administrator completed the award presentation script and the press release for the Nevada 
Excellence in Mine Reclamation Awards. 

 Administrator participated in the Nevada Mining Association annual meeting at Incline 
Village including the presentation of the Nevada Excellence in Mine Reclamation Awards. 

 Commissioner Bryan and the administrator attended the Mackay School of Earth Sciences 
and Engineering advisory board meeting. 

 Administrator responded to the Nevada State Energy Office concerning an inquiry from 
Congressman Porter’s office about job creation in the geothermal industry and the production 
tax credit. 

Dennis Bryan; Small-Scale Mining and Prospecting Commission on Mineral Resources Eugene Kozlowski; Oil and Gas
James Chavis; Large-Scale Mining  Jay Parmer; General Public
Patrick Fagan; Geothermal Resources Fred D. Gibson, Jr., Chairman; Large-Scale Mining Ron Parratt, V. Chair.; Exploration and Development



 Administrator submitted the billing to the State Energy Office for $9,500 for the Division’s 
participation in the Geothermal Resource Council annual meeting and the GeoPowering the 
West State Summit. 

 Administrator arranged a field trip for October 28 to the Steamboat Geothermal projects for 
90 fourth graders from Brown Elementary School in the Virginia Foothills. 

 Commissioner Chavis and the administrator attended the National BLM Hardrock 
Reclamation Awards Luncheon at the MinExpo. 

 Administrator made a presentation concerning the Division’s AML program to 16 visitors 
from Kazakhtan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyyzstan, and Uzbekistan, including a field trip to Virginia 
City to view abandoned mine sites. 

 
MINING AND LAND USE ISSUES 

 Staff met with Donna Marie Noel regarding the clean-up at the Guanomi Mine near Pyramid 
Lake on the Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation. 

 Staff reviewed and commented on the State Clearinghouse document regarding the Cortez 
Gold Mines Horse Canyon/Unified Exploration Project II. 

 Staff worked on arrangements for the Las Vegas area mine tours for MAP personnel during 
MinExpo 2004. 

 Staff led tour of Simplot Silica with Doug Prihar of MAP-Nevada. 
 Staff spoke with John Gardner regarding plot-ability of mining claims. 
 Staff met with Nye Count Recorder regarding mining claim base maps.  The Recorder wants 

to have maps on CD and dispose of mylar copies, staff urged the Recorder to keep the mylar 
copies. 

 
RECLAMATION BOND POOL 

 Staff spoke with Nikhail Triveti, an expert on precipitated CaCo3, regarding the proposed 
operation at Columbus Salt Marsh by Columbus S.M. LLC. 

 Staff notified Columbus S.M. of the terms concerning their participation in the state 
reclamation bond pool. 

 Staff visited the Gooseberry Mine and observed that nearly all the “Jello Pile” has been 
moved to containment on the heap leach. 

 Staff spoke with Janice Stadelman, Elko BLM, about reclaiming the Trend Gold Mines 
exploration site on behalf of the bond pool. 

 
ABANDONED MINE LANDS (AML) 

 Staff visited Guanomi Mine and logged 2 AML hazardous sites in Washoe County. 
 Staff e-mailed the AML Chief job announcement to nearby universities for posting. 
 Staff logged 16 AML securings done by a claimant in Nye County. 
 Staff conducted a recon of backfill sites in Washoe County with Chris Ross, BLM, at the 

Perry Canyon/Burrus Mine area. 
 Staff sent AML hazard ID sheets for Spruce Mountain Quad to Elko BLM regarding a road 

race in the area. 
 Staff gathered securing materials to re-secure an AML site to be done by the Southern 

Nevada Grotto Club. 
 Staff met with a real estate agent regarding a possible overlap of patented claims by 

Searchlight. 
 Staff and administrator toured Searchlight backfill sites with Rebecca Watson of DOI, BLM-

NSO, LVFO, and NvMA representatives. 
 Staff secured 7 AML hazardous sites and discovered and ranked one AML hazardous site in 

Douglas County as part of an Eagle Scout securing project. 
 
 
 
 



 
OIL AND GAS 

 Staff worked with representatives of IOGCC on developing the agenda for the Council of 
State Regulatory Officials for the upcoming annual meeting in Oklahoma City. 

 Staff approved the deepening of Eagle Exploration’s oil well in White River Valley. 
 Staff met with permit consultants from Woodland, CA, regarding oil and gas well permitting. 
 Staff gave verbal approval for the plug and abandonment to Trail Mountain for their Quartz 

Road #1 well in Pine Valley. 
 Staff attended and participated in the quarterly competitive oil and gas lease sale in Reno at 

the BLM office. 
 Staff met with BLM regarding oil well permitting time frames due to increase of permit 

filings. 
 Staff met with Director of Nevada Department of Wildlife and Mark Dolar, Dolar Energy, 

regarding the leasing of state lands for oil and gas in White River Valley near the Kirsch 
Wildlife Area. 

 Staff reviewed and approved three applications for permits to drill: VF Neuhaus Properties’ 
Little Giant 36-1; Makoil’s Radio 6-31 and Dry Lake 21-21. 

 
GEOTHERMAL 

 Staff inspected a production well at Steamboat that is experiencing cement and possible 
casing failure. 

 Staff inspected production well PW-3 and injection well IW-1 at Steamboat for cement and 
possible casing degradation. 

 Staff and administrator met with representatives of ORMAT to discuss new development at 
the Lower Steamboat geothermal plant. 

 Commissioner Fagan and staff attended the advisory board meeting of the Great Basin 
Center for Geothermal at UNR. 

 Staff inspected wells at Desert Peak. 
 Staff inspected an injection well plug and abandonment at Steamboat. 

 
EDUCATION AND PUBLIC AWARENESS 

 Staff gave two mineral commodity / AML presentations to 4th and 5th graders at McCaw 
School of Mines. 

 Staff set up the agency display and gave three AML /mineral commodity presentations at 
Public Lands Day at Cathedral Gorge State Park in Lincoln County. (30 kids + 12 adults) 

 Staff set up the agency display at the MinExpo 2004. 
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