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ADMINISTRATION 
1. Responded to a letter from Hansen and Hansen law offices concerning the Pallas 

Resources and the Gooseberry mine. 
2. Spoke with Deerfield Refining concerning the rehabilitation of their injector well in 

Railroad Valley. 
3. Attended the Nevada Geothermal Council meeting in Reno. 
4. Began planning activities for a high school mining field trip to the Newmont Twin 

Creeks mine to be held in May, 2006. 
5. Attended a field review of mapping progress by the Nevada Bureau of Mines and 

Geology in Palomino Valley concerning earthquake hazards. 
6. Met with Mark Emerson, BLM, and NDEP concerning abandoned mine cleanup at the 

Jones-Kincaid and Crown Prince mines in the Pyramid District, north of Reno. 
7. Attended a meeting of the Legislature’s Public Lands Committee in Carson City. 
8. Finalized the area reports session participant list for the NWMA annual convention. 
9. Toured the ORMAT Steamboat plant with Ron Wenker, the new BLM state director. 
10. Spoke with Bob Dolan, attorney from Winnemucca, concerning blasting issues near 

Placer Dome’s Pipeline mine. 
11. Alan and George helped Brad Peterson with his Eagle Scout project.  Six hazards were 

secured near the Rockland Mine in Lyon County 30 miles south of Yerington. 
12. Met with Del Fortner, BLM to make revisions to the current oil and gas MOU. 
13. Alan, Doug, and Debbie worked on the Critical Business Technology Assessment Plan 

(CBTAP) with Gino Fitzgerald of DoIT. 
14. Alan, Doug, Linda, and Wanda met with Dept. of Personnel for training on the NEATS 

system which automates employee time sheet entry. 
15. Attended the IFC meeting at which the $40,000 AML contractor program was approved. 
16. Met with the LCB auditor to discuss the preliminary findings of the audit. 
17. Commissioner Bryan, Alan, and Doug attended the Nevada Miners and Prospectors 

meeting in Reno. 
18. Attended the Governor’s Industry Appreciation Dinner at which ORMAT was 

recognized as the Northern Nevada Company of the Year. 
 
RECLAMATION BOND POOL / MINING ISSUES 
1. Spoke with Dan Koigh and Fred Johnson, Dan McCoy of Quicksilver Ventures, Inc., 

Cheri Reimann of Placer Dome Exploration, and Apollo Gold about the notice-level 
bonding process. 

2. Issued notice-level bonds to Federated Commercial Industries, Inc., for gypsum 
exploration in Lincoln County, Bonaventure Nevada Inc., Placer Dome Exploration, 
Apollo Gold Exploration, and two bonds for Quicksilver Ventures (Nevada) Inc. 

Dennis Bryan; Small-Scale Mining an Prospecting d Commission on Mineral Resources Eugene Kozlowski; Oil and Gas
Richard DeLong; Large-Scale Mining Ron Parratt, V. Chair.; Exploration and Development
Patrick Fagan; Geothermal Resources Fred D. Gibson, Jr., Chairman; General Public Richard Perry; Large-Scale Mining



3. Sent a request to the BLM to increase the Bond Pool’s statewide bond to $500,000. 
4. Prepared a flyer on notice level bonding for use at the Northwest Mining Association’s   

Convention in Spokane. 
5. Called Janice Stadelman of BLM-Elko to check on the release of the Trend Gold bond. 
6. Met with Alan and legislative auditors about the auditor’s bond pool recommendations. 
7. Spoke with Janet Hess, Deputy AG, and filed the Bond Pool’s proof of claim and 

supporting documents regarding Pallas Resources’ bankruptcy proceedings. 
8. Began an update of L-6 (the listing of state and federal permits required in Nevada before 

mining and milling can begin). 
9. Assisted with the AML backfilling project at Perry Canyon. 
10. Reviewed NBMG Map 149 (Gold and Silver Resources in Nevada). 
11. Researched wage rates for the planned MacArthur Mine reclamation project. 
12. Spoke with Mike Brady about exploration expenses. 
13. Sent mineral production information to David McCarville, an associate with Booz-Allen-

Hamilton, regarding the Draft Environmental Assessment for the proposed land 
withdrawal around the Caliente rail corridor. 

14. Prepared and sent out a request for proposal to prospective contractors for AML logging 
work in the Tonopah region. 

15. Attended training session regarding on-line time sheet submittal and approval. 
16. Worked on the Critical Application Disaster Recovery Plan (CADRP). 
 
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS – NORTH 
1. Participated in Perry Canyon backfill project.  15 orphan shafts and 3 adits were 

successfully and permanently secured as part of a joint BLM/NvMA/NDOM effort with 
additional assistance from Cashman Equipment (dozer and transport) and Round 
Mountain Gold (operator – Alfred Anderson).  External (i.e. night-time) bat surveys were 
made on three proposed backfill/foam candidates at Perry Canyon.  Two were ultimately 
backfilled, one remains as a bat gate/foam securing project.  T-posts recovered from 
backfill project were stored to be recycled for future use. 

2. Drafted press release on backfill project for NvMA’s ad agency, R&R Partners. 
3. Documentary photographs of the Perry Canyon and Beatty/Rhyolite backfill projects 

were archived to CD and provided to BLM State Office, BLM Carson City and Tonopah 
Field Offices, and NvMA. 

4. Completed “before and after” photos for the Beatty/Rhyolite backfill project, put them on 
a CD, and sent copies to BLM State Office, BLM-Tonopah and NDOM-LV. 

5. Sent letter of appreciation and photo CD to dozer operator Manuel Sandoval for his work 
on the Beatty/Rhyolite backfill project. 

6. Spoke with Nancy Katz, R&R Partners (LV), about media placement of video made 
during Beatty/Rhyolite backfill project.  She reported that KLAS Channel 8 in Las Vegas 
aired the video along with their narrative on November 3rd. 

7. The fill in the Nevada Dominion shaft, originally filled as part of the recent Perry Canyon 
backfill project, subsided 12’ in two weeks.  Additional fill was added by shovel to 
within 2’ of collar.  Will monitor for additional subsidence and foam if necessary. 

8. Received phone call from concerned citizen regarding hazard CL-867, south of 
Searchlight, needing repair.  Forwarded information to Bill who had it repaired as part of 
an Eagle Scout Project. 

9. Logged four hazards and 11 non-hazards in Lyon County adjacent to Highway 50. 
10. Logged 19 non-hazards in Carson City County with Doug. 
11. Performed reconnaissance visit with Eagle Scout candidate Mitch Benning and his 

parents to review six hazards suitable for a fencing project in Washoe County.  A follow-
up letter included a CD with “before” pictures to aid him in preparing his proposal. 

12. Communicated with claimant Joe Nichols regarding hazards on his patented claims near 
Lida.  Mr. Nichols asserts that none of the 50-plus hazards recorded by the summer 



interns are abandoned, rather that they are active and critical to his efforts to raise 
exploration funding.  He was reminded of the potential for liability issues with these 
hazards.  Mr. Nichols agreed to keep cautionary signs posted and reassess the necessity of 
certain open hazards. 

13. Communicated with Joe Nicholls and Bev Forgstrom (Nevada Pacific Rim and Dee 
Explorations, Inc.) regarding the 13 unsecured hazards on their patented and unpatented 
claims near Lida.  A letter was sent to Mr. Nicholls (and cc’d to Ms. Forgstrom) 
reiterating how our AML program works and what his responsibilities are to secure these 
publicly accessible hazards.  52 hazards were discovered on claims he has since let lapse, 
so these are now orphans we will seek authorization from the BLM to secure. 

14. Attended Mackay Seminar in Economic Geology presentation at UNR. 
15. Researched the status of hazards in the NDOM database for four mining districts in the 

Pine Nut Range.  The mining districts may be included on a new Douglas County OHV 
trail system poster.  Several significant hazards remain unfenced by claimants despite 
their proximity to roads and trails.  These hazards and the secured orphans in the area 
need to be revisited to assess their fencing and signage status.  Douglas County has 
agreed to remove “point of interest” notations from these four mining districts. 

16. Linda and Wanda gave an AML/mineral commodity presentation to a 4th grade class at 
Jerry Whitehead Elementary School in Sparks (1 presentation, 30 students). 

17. A Rocks/Minerals/AML presentation was given to 28 2nd graders at Nancy Gomes 
Elementary School in Cold Springs (1 presentation – 28 people). 

18. Sent to two rock and mineral kits to Michelle Shack (Newmont) for a teacher in Elko. 
19. Spoke with Regan Gubler, President of S.N.O.R.E. (Southern Nevada Off-Road 

Enthusiasts), about additional opportunities for airing the AML PSA.  In particular, if 
NDOM were to purchase “spots” for airing the PSA prior to select off-road events, and 
which events and what stations would be best?  Mr. Gubler will poll his association and 
others for additional information.  A request was sent to NvMA for information on how 
they place their commercials and what are the typical costs. 

20. Spoke with Mark Henderson (BLM-Ely archeologist) and Ed Tomany (State Mine 
Inspector - Chief) and claimant Mike Passek to resolve an issue of an open mine shaft 
within an historic area (Hogum town-site) on Mr. Passek’s claim.  It was agreed by all 
that for now a standard 4-strand fence and posted signs will suffice, but that if possible, a 
more permanent securing method would be considered during a site visit next spring, 
which would include the BLM and NDOM.  The hazard in question is immediately 
adjacent to a road used by Mr. Passek from April through November as well as 
occasional back-country travelers.  It is also surrounded by artifacts relating to the 
historic town-site of Hogum, south of Osceola in White Pine County.  Most of the region 
has not been visited by NDOM for the logging of AML sites and within a mile radius of 
Hogum there are more than 150 marked shafts.  A site visit to the region is planned for 
early spring.  Two signs and a fencing diagram were sent to Mr. Passek to aid in the 
securing of the hazard.  He fenced the open shaft hazard on his claim and will be 
providing us with a photographic documentation.  The State Mine Inspector’s office and 
Ely BLM archeologist, Mark Henderson, were notified of the securing as requested. 

21. Worked with Peg O’Malley of Graphix to create a new cartoon to add to AML brochure.  
The new cartoon features motorcyclist jumping off mine waste dump and into an open 
shaft.  The brochure will address the hazards of off-roading near historic mine sites. 

22. Communicated with Patrick Plumb (BLM State Office) and Peggy Pauly regarding 
educational outreach opportunities in Yerington.  Ms. Pauly will refer us to interested 
teachers at the three Yerington schools and send us a sample of the informational packets 
she has been presenting to the schools for their use. 

23. Met with archeologist Susan McCabe (BLM-CC) for DAT training and to discuss ways 
to simplify approval and notification processes for hazard securing.  Minor changes will 
be made to NDOM’s Cultural Avoidance and Authorization to Secure forms. 



AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS – SOUTH 
1. John Crepeau’s Eagle Project was completed near Searchlight.  Three orphan shafts were 

fenced and posted with warning signs and a fourth was posted with signs on three sides.  
Ben Stevens of the Boulder City News was on-hand to interview Eagle Scout John, Scout 
Masters, scout helpers and NDOM staff.  John’s project is the 48th completed since 1992.  

2. Luke Smith’s Eagle Scout project in the Nelson area was completed.  Securings included 
2 shafts – fenced, 2 shafts barricaded and one trench with side drifts barricaded.  This is 
the 49th completed Scout project.  The total number of Scout project securings to date is 
316 and 18 hazards have been re-secured that were damaged due to vandalism or age.  

3. Steven Archer’s Eagle Scout project was completed November 19 between Nelson and 
Searchlight in Clark County.  Five hazards were secured with fences (2) and barricades 
(3) and a sixth hazard with an old existing fence was re-secured with a new fence. 

4. Materials were assembled for Cameron Legere’s Eagle Scout service project to be held 
Saturday, December 3. 

5. Land status research was completed on all White Pine County AML loggings in the Mt. 
Hamilton/Treasure Hill area.  A total of 63 hazards were found to be orphans.  A request 
for authorization to secure the orphan hazards has been sent to Steve Fechner of the US 
Forest Service Supervisor’s Office in Sparks. 

6. Following the completion of 37 backfills in the Beatty/Rhyolite area last week, follow-up 
paperwork was completed.  The project spreadsheet and hazard inventory sheets were 
updated and most of the photographs showing “before” and “after” shots of the 37 mine 
openings have been compiled digitally for presentation to the BLM and NvMA. 

7. Prepared and sent 67 “Notice and Approval to Secure Mine Hazard” forms to Battle 
Mountain BLM Field Office for orphan hazards in Esmeralda County.  20 hazards are 
located in the Columbus area and 47 are in the Lida area.  

8. One mineral and commodity/AML presentation was made at Trinity Life Center School 
for 24 3rd and 4th graders (1 presentation – 24 people). 

9. Bill Durbin filled in to assist as an adult docent at McCaw School of Mines.  One (1) 
presentation was made to 27 4th graders from Joe Neal Elementary School in the 
“Modern Mining” room and the “Mineral Products Room” (1 presentation – 24 people). 

10. A meeting was held with Elizabeth Smith-Incer of the National Park Service regarding a 
grant request by the Goodsprings Historical Society.  The Park Service coordinates the 
“Rails to Trails” program on all Federal lands.  The Society proposes to construct a 
hiking, mountain biking and equestrian trail on the Goodsprings to Yellow Pine Mine 
railroad grade.  NDOM’s interest in the project concerns AML hazards that may be 
present along the route and surrounding areas.  A field trip with all interested parties is 
scheduled for December 15. 

11. A meeting was held with Robert Bray, Counselor at Las Vegas High School, Bill Durbin 
and Dorothy Webb to discuss the PAL (Partners at Las Vegas) volunteer program.  The 
program employs juniors and seniors at LVHS in volunteer service and work projects.  
The meeting was held to determine if students could be employed as docents at the 
McCaw School of Mines.  Mr. Bray was very enthusiastic and will provide McCaw with 
4 or 5 students who will be able to start after Christmas break in January, 2006.  The 
students provide their own transportation, are covered by School district insurance and 
there is no charge for their services.  The students will work during the Wednesday 
morning mine tours through the end of the school year. 

12. Staff gave a telephone interview to Lyn Collier of the Las Vegas “View” newspaper 
regarding Nevada’s AML program and the contributions of Scouts to the program. 

13. Bill Durbin edited and signed a declaration statement of a conversation held with the 
organizer of a geocaching event in which he rejected the use of an abandoned mine in 
Clark County for hiding a “cache” or clue.  Disregard of the advice contributed to the 
2002 Robert Lord injury incident at the Argentena Mine near Goodsprings.  The 
declaration statement was sent to Robert Lord’s attorney. 



14. The Las Vegas BLM Field office requested information on AML sites logged in the Gold 
Butte area potentially affected by the summer 2005 Tramp and Fork wildfires. 

15. The BLM State Office was assisted in questions regarding access to current versions of 
the mining claim forms. 

 
OIL AND GAS 
1. Held a conference call with Deerfield Production regarding testing of injection well 81-

35 in Railroad Valley 
2. Attended the Nevada Petroleum Society dinner. 
3. Completed a file review of Tri Valley, Grant Canyon, Toano Draw, and Amexx drilling 

programs. 
4. Provided oil and gas information to the DOE, Energy Information Administration. 
5. Revised the NDOM reporting format for oil and gas. 
6. Provided information to Great Basin Exploration of Colorado. 
7. Coordinated with NDEP on Deerfield well work.  Program was approved. 
8. Sent out information on an oil and gas well to Great Basin Exploration, CO. 
9. Replied to the World Oil State Survey. 
10. Approved the plug and abandonment program for the Makoil Dry Lake well. 
11. Alan and Christy met with James Isern on the status of Gigantic 1-4 and unit IBLA case. 
12. Reviewed the monthly producer reports to determine whether to incorporate more annual 

summary information. 
13. Sent information to East Guadalupe Resources on NV taxes, royalties, and permitting. 
14. Received update on Neuhaus from B.Welch.  Currant 31-1 is shut in and they are waiting 

for a rig to deepen well. 
15. Received notice of setting conductor from Trail Mtn. for the first week of December. 
16. Worked on a survey of OG bond records vs. the number of wells covered. 
17. Continued review of all reclamation bonds posted with BLM and NDOM. 
18. Requested Evans and Barton complete Kyle Springs well files. 
19. Compiled a comparison of state regulations on bonding and MOU’s. 
20. Sundry (re)approved for perforation of Gigante 1-4.  This was approved last year and 

resubmitted to bring file up to date. 
21. Alan and Christy met with Steve Salzman, Rich Hoops, and John Menghini (BLM-NSO) 

to discuss and revise the NDOM/BLM OGG MOU. 
 
GEOTHERMAL 
1. Met with BLM and Ormat on the Steamboat Hills expansion. 
2. Reviewed D.Trexler’s proposal for a plug and abandonment project in Reno. 
3. Participated in a conference call on Clean Energy Bonds for renewable energy. 
4. Attended the Nevada Geothermal Council meeting with Commissioner Fagan and the 

administrator. 
5. Coordinated with Forest Service on Steamboat Hills expansion permits. 
6. Distributed summary of NGC meeting. 
7. Met with Homestretch Geothermal regarding expansion plans at the Wabuska geothermal 

power plant near Yerington. 
8. Attended Ormat Galena plant dedication. 
9. Met with John Menghini, BLM to review latest MOU version. 
10. Provided Ehni Enterprises with Geothermal Update information. 
11. Sent email to NV tribal representatives on renewable news items. 
12. Prepared letter in support of Wabuska expansion project. 
13. Approved sundry for a push pull operation at Soda Lake. 
14. Provided Office of Energy with information on BTUs saved with direct use in NV. 
15. Provided royalty calculations to the Nevada Association of Counties. 
16. Sent the Tribal Geothermal Workshop workbook to the Timbisha Tribe. 



17. Corresponded with Caithness regarding bonding and monthly reports. 
18. Reviewed proposed Geo-Heat center projects in NV. 
19. Provided Western Power Partners with BLM/NDOM permitting outline. 
20. Corresponded with NPUC on cross training activities for power plant personnel. 
21. Received injection well application from AMP for Stillwater. 
22. Sent out public notice for Gerlach Green project. 
23. Reviewed domestic well permitees for annual report. 
24. Alan and Christy attended the BLM stakeholders meeting in Reno on implementing new 

Steam Act regulations. 
25. Reviewed AMP Resources 11-1 injection well drilling program. 
26. Coordinated with Noramex on change of company name to Nevada Geothermal Power, 

Inc., assisted them with permitting issues at the Winnemucca BLM for APDs at Blue Mt. 
27. Sent information on permitting to Western Geothermal Partners. 
28. Received request from Fallon Shoshone tribe to help with District conference in Reno. 
29. Met with Steve Johnson concerning employment possibilities with the Division. 
30. Sent information to Gloria Sella, a land owner in Beowawe. 
31. Sent out notice of Nevada Geothermal Council meeting and invited GRID, Presco, and 

Empire to attend. 
32. Met with Missy Miller of Caithness. 
33. Worked on updating domestic well owner files and parcel numbers. 
34. Provided information on the Phase I study of AMP facilities. 
35. Received copy of notice of location for production well from Western Geothermal 

Partners. 
36. Coordinated with Converse Consultants on Phase I review of AMP Resources. 
37. Sent information to Gary Munk on domestic geothermal well. 
38. Received a notice of request for Environmental Review to BLM for geothermal project 

by Western Geothermal Partners. 
39. Received an information request from Oliver Hill on US Geothermal activities in NV. 
40. Sent information to Tom O’Connell on purchase of land at Rye Patch for geothermal 

development. 
41. Coordinating with Presco on getting TG well files for Rye Patch completed. 
42. Edited annual report for domestic wells to allow for BTU usage estimate. 
43. Reviewed the location of all domestic well permits. 
44. Reviewed and coordinated approval of AMP injection well 11-1 with NDEP, sundry 

approved to move well location. 
45. Sent information to Ormat on Desert Peak water permits. 
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