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ACTIVITY AND ACHIEVEMENTS REPORT 

FOR OCTOBER, 2006 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
1. Visited Comstock millsite demolition and 4th Ward School in Virginia City. 
2. Completed additional information for work programs and the FY08/FY09 budget. 
3. Completed an affidavit for the AG’s office in the matter of the Pallas bankruptcy. 
4. Reviewed the proposed letter agreement between the Governor’s office and the USFS 

concerning the management of roadless areas. 
5. Met with Tim Crowley of the Griffin Crowley Group concerning the USFS Roadless Areas 

management plan. 
6. Met with Russ Fields, NvMA concerning the USFS roadless management plan and the effort 

to place a state representative on the USFS planning team. 
7. Presented “Nevada Production and Exploration Update” to the Humboldt/Pershing County 

Economic Development and Sustainable Development task force. 
8. Met with Tony Selig concerning the Manhattan millsite. 
9. Spoke with Russ Fields concerning BDR #29 authored by Senator Nolan concerning a tax on 

crude oil production. 
10. The Division’s request to amend NRS 519.290 to replace authority to conduct a review of the 

bond pool from an actuary to the CMR was listed as BDR #565. 
11. Attended the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission annual meeting in Austin, TX. 
12. Attended with Chairman Gibson, Commissioners Bryan and Mudge, the Mackay Advisory 

Board meeting at UNR. 
13. Facilitated the CMR meeting at UNR Mackay. 
14. Attended with Chairman Gibson, Commissioners Bryan, Mudge, and DeLong, the Mackay 

Alumnus of the Year reception. 
15. Met with the USACE RAMS representatives to discuss the NAMLET budget request. 
16. Facilitated the NAMLET meeting at the BLM NSO in Reno.  NDOM was allocated 

$240,000 of RAMS money in 2007 in further support of the AML GIS program. 
17. Gave AML and rocks and minerals presentations to 8 2nd grade classrooms at Bordewich-

Bray Elementary in Carson City (8 presentations – 200 people). 
18. Chaired an SEC appeal panel concerning the proposed Beverly Hills Concentrated Animal 

Feeding Operation (CAFO) in Armagosa Valley. 
19. Traveled to Yerington to visit the Bovie-Lew placer gold operation and the Buckskin millsite 

tailings recovery operation. 
 
RECLAMATION BOND POOL 
1. Received information from BLM that Art Wilson will need to increase his bond for his Silver 

Peak operation to $165,900 from $124,017.  The increase is due to bond inflation rather than 
a change in the plan of operation.    



2. Visited the Bovie-Lew Property with Alan.  It is west of Yerington and is a small placer 
operation requiring a regular bond.  The former owner, Amalgamated Minerals, was bonded 
through the Bond Pool and has sold the property to Precious Metals Recovery Systems LLC. 

3. Met with Richard Bellon of Precious Metal Recovery Systems, LLC, and the bond will need 
to be increased to $27,700 from $16,368.53. 

4. Spoke with Noelle Brown, the secretary of Amalgamated Minerals, and determined the 
deposit for the bond at the Bovie-Lew Property was included in the sale. 

5. Visited the Buckskin Mine with Alan.  David Pruett is removing and shipping the sulfide 
tailings to Jerritt Canyon. 

6. Issued notice level bonds for Bravo Alaska, Rio Fortuna US, Cypress Development Corp, 
Nevada Alaska Mining Co., Greencastle U.S.A. Ltd., Walker Land Gold LLC, Sage Mining 
Company, Redstar Gold USA, Inc, Golden Odyssey Exploration, Gold Run, Inc, and 
Tornado Gold International. 

7. Changed 4 notice level bonds to reflect a change in operator name. 
8. Met with Tony Selig about plans for the Manhattan Millsite.  He wants to start operations, 

but will need to submit a reclamation plan and post a bond of approximately $250,000. 
9. Received notice from BLM that AuEx Inc.’s bond had been released.  AuEx will get their 

deposit refunded as the bond was in good standing. 
10. Received notice from the BLM of the release of Noble Materials’ bond. 
11. Prepared and sent a rider to the BLM to increase the authority of the Bond Pool’s notice level 

bonding to $2 million. 
12. Worked with Janet Hess on the Opposition to Debtor’s Motion for Turnover and Accounting 

related to the Pallas Resources bankruptcy proceedings. 
13. Spoke with George Taylor who will be representing the Division at the Pallas Resources 

bankruptcy hearing. 
14. Attended the hearing regarding Pallas Resources.  The judge ordered the equipment broker, 

Unverzagt and Associates Machinery, to produce a full accounting of all equipment sales. 
 
MINING AND LAND USE ISSUES 
1. Worked with Debbie so Annual Status & Production Report forms can be filled out on-line.   
2. Gave a talk on NDOM’s AML program at the SME Convention in Elko. 
3. Attended the Commission on Mineral Resources meeting in Reno. 
4. Attended a reception honoring Fred Gibson as the UNR Mackay Alumnus of the Year. 
5. Attended the Nevada Miners & Prospectors meeting in Reno. 
6. Helped Hugh Ingle with claim forms. 
7. Attended the NAMLET meeting in Reno. 
 
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS – NORTH 
1. Discussed the securing status of hazards and external bat survey results conducted at 

Linka/Conquest Mines with Ken Maas (USFS).  The USFS is interested in building bat-
compatible enclosures at the site.  While most of the hazards were secured (by NDOM) as 
orphans 3-5 years ago, valid claims now encompass the entire district.  Ownership 
information was researched and passed along to the USFS.  Several fences require repair and 
this information along with photos supplied by USFS will be sent to the new claimants. 

2. Spoke with claimant, Mike Skopos, regarding three hazards on his claims in Pershing 
County.  He plans to secure them within the next 30 days. 

3. Logged one hazard in Storey County and two in Lyon County, plus one non-hazard. 
4. Warning signs were installed on, and minor fence repair was made to, the Chollar Raise shaft 

in Virginia City, as a follow-up to a concerned citizen’s report.  The shaft is on private 
property but is in an extremely visible and accessible location. 



5. Spoke with Bill Stanley, Atna Resources, regarding hazards on their property near Jarbidge.  
Ten large signs sold and delivered to their office.  Answered additional questions regarding 
the State’s AML program and claimant’s responsibilities. 

6. A meeting was held with Jeryl Gardner and Sam Jackson (NDEP) to discuss the hazardous 
mine features they recently encountered and photographed in the Hilltop District southeast of 
Battle Mountain.  While the district is largely under claim by the Cortez JV, NDOM has only 
logged about a tenth or less of the total number of hazards present.  A site visit with NDEP is 
planned for early November, weather permitting. 

7. Spoke with Mason Valley Fire District Chief, Steve Tognoli, about additional fire-related 
incidents at the abandoned Bluestone Mine and upcoming newspaper article on safety in and 
around abandoned mines.  Called Bluestone Mine property owner, John Tom Ross, and left 
message reminding him of letter sent from NDOM in July alerting him to the unsecured 
hazard and the numerous incidents occurring and informed him of the recent fire-related 
events on his property.  To date, there has been no response from Mr. Ross. 

8. Assisted BLM-Ely Field Office with biological and archeological surveys on 10 unsecured 
abandoned mine hazards proposed for backfill on Mike Pasek’s placer claim encompassing 
the historic town site of Hogum.  Supervised and documented the permanent closure of four 
shafts and one adit at Hogum.  Closures were completed with the use of claimant’s excavator 
and haul truck, utilizing previously disturbed fill from his active placer operation.  Warning 
signs were posted at the remaining unsecured sites.  The permanent closure of the remaining 
five hazards will require the use of a smaller dump truck to transport fill material, which will 
be available next spring.  A report detailing the Hogum backfill work was provided to the 
BLM-Ely Field Office. 

9. Logged three hazards and one non-hazard in White Pine County. 
10. Performed ownership research on 49 previously logged hazards in White Pine County. 
11. Spoke with Boy Scout, Paul Pearson, to coordinate a field reconnaissance visit of several 

sites in the Jumbo Mine region as part of his Eagle Service Project. 
12. Performed reconnaissance of ten Washoe County AML sites with Boy Scouts Paul Pearson 

and Kai Fisher, and their fathers, to determine fencing requirements and obtain “before” 
pictures for their Eagle Service Project proposals. 

13. A site visit and tour was made of Entact’s demolition and reclamation work at the old 
Comstock Mill. 

14. Met with Barbara Mackey, Executive Director Fourth Ward School (VC), to discuss 
educational, outreach, and partnership opportunities.  They offered to display and promote 
our “Stay Out, Stay Alive” brochures.  Their mining exhibit could be enhanced by the 
addition of examples of current mining practices; juxtaposed with historic mining.  Currently, 
only a static display of equipment used by a modern underground miner is featured, but 
without pictures or other media demonstrating who, how and where it is utilized.   

15. Provided inventory sheets and maps to the State Mine Inspector’s Office pertinent to the 
discovery of a body at an abandoned mine in Washoe County.  The body was found by two 
men exploring an adit at the Antelope Mine, located approximately four miles north of 
Bordertown along the California/Nevada border.  Additional ownership research was 
performed on the two patented mining claims and provided to the Washoe County Sheriff’s 
Department.  The previously identified hazard was logged by NDOM and fenced by the 
owner in 1997.  The hazard is no longer secured and an unlogged hazard (shaft) east of the 
patented claim was reported.  A site visit is planned. 

16. Responded to several inquiries from interested parties regarding information on abandoned 
mines and our “Stay Out, Stay Alive” campaign.  Spoke at length with Patrick Abernathy 
(Mason Valley News) as part of a feature on the dangers of abandoned mines. 



17. Met with representatives from the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) and TerraSpectra 
Geomatics to discuss status of AML database/GIS project and future plans and budgeting.  
TerraSpectra has completed the scanning, inventory, and quality control work on NDOM’s 
AML database.  Roughly 10% of the database requires location data and/or corrections to 
resolve.  TerraSpectra has provided a spreadsheet with all the information and NDOM will 
need to research original hazard inventory sheets and original maps and any photos to 
determine next course of action.  Many of these hazards were identified in 1987 and 1988 
and never assigned accurate UTM coordinates.  These may require some new field 
acquisitions.  Plotters, printers and new computer equipment and software have arrived at 
both the Carson City and Las Vegas offices.  In the case of Carson, the equipment will be 
set-up fairly soon with the assistance of TerraSpectra.  With the likely Las Vegas office 
relocation to occur in the next few months, set up will occur after the move.  Future ACOE 
plans include further refinements of the AML database, population of non-hazards, 
development of field data collection and office database management protocols, and 
potentially assistance in populating the AML database with new hazards identified using 
contracted field labor.  These plans and their budgets were presented at the recent Nevada 
Abandoned Mine Lands Environmental Task Force (NAMLET) meeting and approved. 

18. Communicated with Washoe County Detective Kathleen Bishop regarding their planned 
excavation of a backfilled abandoned mine shaft on Peavine Mountain, just north of Reno, to 
look for a possible homicide victim.  Additional conversations with the State Mine 
Inspector’s office and the US Forest Service indicate that the excavation appears to be poorly 
conceived and may in fact increase risks to the public.  Alternative methods have been 
proposed, along with cost estimates and contact information, to Detective Bishop.  Spoke 
with Ken Maas (USFS), Jeff Bixler (State Mine Inspector’s Office) and Washoe County 
Sheriff’s Department Detective Kathleen Bishop, regarding the Department’s excavation 
plans for a backfilled shaft on Peavine Mountain.  In 2000, the then ~80’-deep shaft was the 
purported dumping site for a murder victim, two years later it was backfilled.  On October 
31st, Q&D Construction began excavating material in and around the shaft with the use of a 
1.5 yd excavator and D-8 dozer. 

19. Attended NBMG’s Earth Science Week field trip along the Truckee River. Answered 
geologic questions and provided an AML presentation to the 37 attendees.  Edited and posted 
images from the trip to a webpage and provided photo CD to NBMG for their use.  

20. Met with Jeryl Gardner, NDEP, to review his list of 141 mining sites of environmental 
“concern”.  A subset of the list will be presented at the upcoming NAMLET meeting. 

21. Assisted with the development of images for use in upcoming PowerPoint presentations at 
SME-Elko and Pershing/Humboldt Economic Development Authority meetings. 

22. Provided 3 Rocks/Minerals/AML presentations to 76 5th and 6th graders at Pleasant Valley 
Elementary School (3 presentations – 76 people). 

23. Attended NvMA education meeting in Reno to discuss next year’s workshops and 
scheduling. 

24. Staff made a "pet rock" presentation to 210 students at Cottonwood Elementary School in 
Fernley (six presentations – 210 people). 

 
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS – SOUTH 
1. Compiled a spreadsheet of the Rays/Tonopah area backfill sites and added backfill 

information to the hazard inventory sheets. 
2. Toured Wells Cargo AML sites CL-737 and 740-744 with an estimator from Tiberti Fence 

Company.  The sites are located on the west side of Las Vegas in a rapidly developing 
location.  The claimants are proposing to fence the sites with chain link fencing.   



3. Discovered and ranked 28 AML hazards and located 38 non-hazards in the Freiberg District 
in Lincoln County.  

4. Conducted claim research on recent Lincoln County AML site inventories using BLM’s 
LR2000 mining claim data base. 

5. The AML spreadsheet for Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act Round 5 
resource surveys for Clark County “orphans” was expanded at the request of the US Army 
Corps of Engineers.  Approximately 30 to 40 additional sites will be added, divided between 
BLM, USFS and NPS lands. 

6. Two new scouts have approached the Las Vegas office for abandoned mine securing 
projects.  One is a Girl Scout who requested a project for her Gold Award (Girl Scout 
equivalent of Eagle Scout).  Project packets have been sent out to both. 

7. A quantity of good quality calcite was collected in the Freiberg District of Lincoln County for 
use in teacher workshop mineral kits. 

8. Presented minerals/commodities, birdseed mining and AML for 55 K-2 students at Vegas 
Valley Christian School (one presentation – 55 people).  

9. Conducted 6 presentations (minerals/commodities, birdseed mining, Paste with a Taste, and 
AML) for 580 7th grade students at Fertitta Middle School (6 presentations – 580 people). 

10. Presented minerals & commodities, birdseed mining and AML to 25 5th and 6th grade 
students at Explorer Knowledge Academy (one presentation – 25 people). 

11. Presented minerals & commodities, Birdseed Mining and AML to 30 3rd grade students at 
Wilhelm Elementary School, North Las Vegas (one presentation – 30 people). 

12. Presented 4 sessions of minerals & commodities, Birdseed Mining and AML to 120 5th grade 
students at McCaw Elementary School – Henderson (4 presentations – 120 people). 

13. Attended the McCaw Foundation Board meeting.  
14. Assisted at McCaw School of Mines as adult volunteer.  Conducted four sessions of gold 

panning for 28 4th grade student visitors (one presentation – 28 people). 
15. Attended the McCaw School of Mines Re-Dedication Ceremony and Mining Week Open 

House.  Assisted with gold panning, leading mine tours, set-up and clean-up.  An estimated 
400-450 people attended.  Attended Day 2 of the McCaw School of Mines Nevada Mining 
Week Re-Dedication and Open House.  Assisted with gold panning and visitor tours and 
gave an interview to a reporter from the Henderson Home News newspaper.  Approximately 
200 people visited the Mine on this day. 

16. Met with McCaw School of Mines executive director and the new McCaw School of Mines 
website designer (a high school student from Advanced Technologies Academy).  NDOM-
LV provided CDs with a variety of education activities that will be incorporated into the 
“Activities” section of the re-designed web site. 

17. The lease on the LV office space will not be renewed.  Staff is working with the Las Vegas 
NDEP to locate office space with sufficient room to accommodate NDOM-LV.  

18. Attended the Commission on Mineral Resources meeting at UNR. 
19. Attended the Nevada Mining Association Education Committee meeting in Reno. 
 
OIL AND GAS 
1. Received three NOS from Energy Operations Nevada for Able Springs, Nye Co. Onsite 

scheduled for mid-October. 
2. Received information from Grant Canyon Oil and Gas, regarding using air injection to 

support the Grant Canyon field. Requested information from WY on their findings.  
Coordinating with WY DEP on air support programs. 

3. Request for information from Energy West regarding forced pooling. 



4. Received plugging programs for three fee wells and one federal well from VH Neuhaus. 
Estimated to be complete by mid November. Reminded VF Neuhaus of deadline on pending 
plug and abandonment of wells. 

5. Sent second set of edits to LCB on NAC 522 oil regulations. 
6. Approved extension of drilling permit, Richardson Operating. 
7. Approved program for Grant Canyon 1. Approved workover of Grant Canyon 2.  Grant 

Canyon Oil  moving in to workover Grant Canyon 3. 
8. Noble Energy will P&A Rattlesnake well. Looking for rig. 
9. Coordinating with Energy Operations of NV on transfer of ownership of Yankee 1 and 2 

wells. Extension of permit on Yankee 2.  Information to Energy Operations of NV, approved 
and sent change of ownership forms for 1 well and 1 drilling permit, Yankee West. 

10. Coordinated with Borgna and Carson City BLM FO on special use permits in Churchill 
County. 

11. Introductory visit from Plains Exploration representative. 
12. Received organization report from NV Oil and Gas Operations, LLC. Indicated Gigante 1-4 

had been plugged. Requested BLM to inspect. Well is open.  Letter sent to NV Oil and Gas 
Operations regarding standing of lease and current operator, listed criteria to bring project 
into compliance before we can permit any further drilling. 

13. Meritage, working on bringing reporting up to date, will send plans for four wells with 
questionable status, waiting on bond and revised forms before processing change of 
ownership.  Received letter outlining plans by Meritage for workover on three wells with 
extended shut in status.  Received bond decision letter for Meritage Energy. Question 
regarding the bond amount. Researching 29 wells, status, requirements for change of 
ownership from Deerfield to Meritage Energy. 

14. Empire requesting to move off hole and delay completion of 1-12.  Empire released rig, 
sundry received for temporary shut-in, recommended a 6 month TA.  Cobble Cuesta, Empire 
Petroleum, given 6 month temporary abandonment. 

15. Received two sundries from Makoil reflecting onshore regulations, notified operator that 
NDOM would take no action. 

16. Request from G. Vrame to re-enter well plugged 25 years ago. Pulled original file and 
reviewing. 

17. Eagle Exploration meeting with NSO BLM. Decisions regarding BOPE testing limits and 
flair lines are consistent with NDOM practice and regs. 

18. Sent COA on sundry for spill at Deerfield’s Eagle Spring 1-34 referencing Bureau of 
Corrective Action’s determination of action. 

19. Received program change to Makoil’s West Bacon flat well. Approved. 
20. Received request for 6 month TA on Makoil’s 12-43. 
21. Emails to IOGCC and ALL Consulting for information regarding HR5110, produced water 

re-use. 
 
GEOTHERMAL 
1. Coordinating with Ormat Steamboat Complex on documentation of injection well MIT 

records.  
2. Received Groene domestic well completion report. 
3. Coordinating with Ormat on P&A of Cox 1, SBH. 
4. Letter sent to Pyramid Lake Tribe encouraging use of NBMG and NDOM facility for 

archiving logs and cuttings. 
5. Received Elko heating district feasibility study from OIT Geo-Heat Center. DOE grant 

project. 



6. Met with TGPower representative for bonding, project area, drilling permit and change of 
ownership of the Tuscarora Project, Elko Cty.  TGPower, Tuscarora project, received 
statewide $50K bond. Approved change of owner on 65-8 well. 

7. Approved sundry for Nevada Geothermal Utility WE-2 fishing pump. 
8. Information to UNR on shallow auger temperature holes on private land. 
9. Request from Presco Energy to review land / mineral status of I-80 ROW through private 

land section at Rye Patch.  Working with Presco on NDOT ROW mineral rights at Rye 
Patch. BLM approved expansion of unit. Will be reworking three wells. 

10. Blue mountain site visit with BLM. Drilling ahead on 38-14.  Notified of plans for further 
wells. 

11. Handke domestic well spudded and drilling ahead intermittently. 
12. Esmeralda Energy spudded core hole #17-31.  Drilling ahead. 
13. Provided information for GEA document. 
14. Information to BLM CCFO on Churchill County Special Use Permits.  
15. Gerlach Green spudded 68-3. Received request to plug hole at 170’ and step out 150’ north 

and redrill. Approved.  Gerlach re-conditioning pad for re-drill. 
16. Invoiced WAPA for two issues of the Geothermal Update Newsletter (DOE grant). 
17. Information to Chevron on district heating projects in NV. 
18. Submitted information requested for nomination to GRC board of directors 
19. Ormat, SBH, on site throughout the week observing BOPE installation for Cox well 

abandonment. Cox abandonment continues. NDEP observing. 
20. Empire Energy notice of replacement of injection metering. 
21. Gave a tour of the Steamboat Complex to the Director and Deputy Director of the Ukrainian 

Geological Survey. 
22. Update from Chevron representative regarding review of low temperature energy generation 

possibilities in NV. 
23. Coordinating with BLM on Esmeralda Energy Haz Mat questions. 
24. Coordinating with Nevada Geothermal Power on wildfire prevention. Received details of 

LOC procedure. 
25. Sundries from Ormat Desert Peak, 77-21 pump replacement, 67-21 fish dropped tubing. 

Approved. 
26. Ormat CoxI-1 P&A complete.  
27. Ormat processing three production well applications, SB complex. 
28. Coordinating with Ormat on permitting at NAS Fallon 
29. Participated in the GPW quarterly conference call with P. Konesky of the OE. Will help 

coordinate contacting State OG regulations for secondary geothermal energy from OG wells. 
Prepared info sheet.  

30. Empire Geothermal, sundry on push-pull on production well 75-B-16. Approved, pull 
completed, well shut in and waiting for pump replacement. 

31. Received a request for cooperating on EA for 5 geothermal leases from BLM Winnemucca 
FO. Contacted and will help however we can. 

 
 


