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ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

FOR FEBRUARY, 2007 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
1. Completed four work programs (mining claim revenue, contract land man for claim research, 

out of state travel, and increase AML authority) and submitted them to Budget Division. 
2. Provided information to Mark Lloyd, Black Gold Mining, concerning BLM permits for his 

placer mining operation near Sulfur. 
3. Provided information to Paul Strobel of Chambers Group concerning mine closure planning. 
4. Participated in the Steering Committee conference call for the BLM Mining Issues Training 

Workshop led by George Stone, BLM Washington. 
5. Attended the Reed HS College Fair in coordination with NvMA and Mackay School. 
6. Provided the NDOM Expanded Program Narrative to the Legislative Counsel Bureau. 
7. Attended the SME monthly meeting in Reno. 
8. Provided presentations to the Assembly Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Mining 

Committee and the Senate Natural Resources Committee concerning the activities of the 
Division and an update on exploration and mining in Nevada.  Leo Drozdoff (NDEP) and 
Russ Fields (NvMA) also gave presentations. 

9. Attended the bat and abandoned mines working group meeting in Reno. 
10. Met with M. Hampton and S. Fechner of the USFS concerning the Roadless Planning process 

and the integration of the state contractor. 
11. Participated in an USACE RAMS conference call. 
12. Attended with Commissioners Parratt and Bryan the Mackay Advisory Board meeting. 
13. Participated in interviews of the GIS/Field Specialist candidates. 
14. Discussed the Isern oil and gas well situation with Gary Johnson, BLM-NSO. 
15. Met with the Division of Internal Audits auditor to discuss the post-audit review. 
16. Drafted talking points for Governor Gibbons concerning an article for the Mackay Miner. 
17. Made the decision to withdraw AB31 concerning changes to the Bond Pool and notified 

Assembly Agriculture, Mining, and Natural Resource Committee Chairman, Jerry Claborn 
that the CMR and the Division were withdrawing AB 31. 

18. Discussed the Isern/Westar well with Commissioner Kozlowski. 
19. Attended the NAAMLP business meeting in Santa Fe, NM. 
20. Agreed to participate in a $400,000 SNPLMA grant to finish the logging and inventory of all 

remaining AML hazards in Clark County. 
 
RECLAMATION BOND POOL 
1. Prepared testimony on AB31, the bill regarding review of the bond pool. 
2. Issued notice level bonds for Golden Odyssey Exploration, Western Energy Development 

Corp., and MIM (USA) Inc. 
3. Spoke with Eric Strusacker of AuEx and Kirk Laird and Deb McFarlane, both of BLM-Elko 

about AuEx’s attempt to obtain additional bonding. 



4. Answered questions for the LCB budget analyst about bond pool payments made during the 
last biennium. 

5. Prepared invoices for bond pool participants who pay quarterly premiums. 
6. Spoke with Janet Hess about the Pallas bankruptcy hearing.  This has been converted from a 

Chapter 11 to a Chapter 7.  The court will be appointing a trustee to make further liquidations 
and distributions to creditors.  John Unverzagt, the equipment broker, has suffered a stroke.  
His son attended the hearing and spoke with Janet.  Unverzagt still owes some money to the 
bond pool and to Pallas. 

 
MINING, LAND AND OTHER ISSUES 
1. Sent a copy of the Weston Report on the Caselton Tailings to Richard Wymann. 
2. Submitted the new scope of work for the MacArthur Mine reclamation project to State 

Purchasing. 
3. Met with the new AML contractors.  Went to the field (Douglas County) one day with them 

to re-visit previously logged sites that will need to have bat surveys done.  Found one 
additional hazard. 

4. Spoke with Vicky Ehni about renewing the geothermal newsletter contract. 
5. Attended the Assembly NRAM Committee meeting.   
6. Prepared a cost estimate for a work program submitted to the Budget Office for the AML 

claim researcher contract. 
7. Talked with Bill about the AML regulations definition of “responsible party” with regard to 

the unsecured mines located on ground claimed by Wells Cargo. 
8. Signed paperwork for a transfer of responsibility of an oil well from Isern to Westar.  This 

also meant an increase in the bond amount for the well. 
9. Answered questions from Jerry Cruz, from the Division of Internal Audits. 
10. Participated in 3 interviews with candidates for the GIS position. 
11. Provided details of anticipated expenditures for the AML program for the remainder of the 

fiscal year.  This was provided to the budget analyst so that the work program transferring 
money from NDOM’s reserve category to the AML support category could be approved. 

12. Provided names of additional possible bidders to Annette Morfin of State Purchasing for the 
revised request for proposals for the MacArthur Mine reclamation project.  Also made sure 
the people who were on the selection committee would be available again. 

13. Conducted interviews for the Summer Intern positions.  A total of 21 applicants were 
interviewed.  A preliminary ranking has been made.  A selection will be made next week. 

14. Worked on a tally of mining claim filings for calendar year 2006. 
 
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS – NORTH 
1. At the request of Paul Esswein, Lyon County planner, two Excel files containing information 

regarding secured and unsecured abandoned mine hazards in Lyon County were provided via 
email.  According to Mr. Esswein, the County is taking more interest in abandoned mine 
hazards, particularly those that may be close to new developments under construction or 
being proposed. 

2. Provided a Rocks/Minerals/AML presentation to 22 3rd and 4th grade students at Capital 
Christian School in Carson City (one presentation – 22 people). 

3. Met with two contractors from GeoTemps, John Morley and Brian Neff, to review the AML 
program and processes.  Instruction on completing required forms and logging procedures 
and fence construction provided in the field.  Two hazards were secured, and 7 new hazards 
and 35 non-hazards logged in Washoe County and in the Columbus region of Nye County 
they secured 14 hazards and secured 30 hazards and identified an additional 15 non-hazards 
in Esmeralda County. 



4. Contractors and staff visited 16 previously logged hazards in Douglas County to evaluate 
securing status and backfill potential. 

5. Met with claimant Jeff Hampton regarding AML securing requirements for hazards on his 
and his clients claims in Washoe County. 

6. Reviewed AML hazards at Downeyville with Kris Urquhart and Jason Williams (NDOW 
biologists) and assisted with internal bat surveys.  Five new hazards were logged at 
Downeyville, three of which appear to be on State-owned lands.  All sites were evaluated for 
bat habitat.  While only two bats were found, internal and external summer surveys will be 
required on a majority of the sites to complete the evaluation and finalize the current 
remediation list. 

7. CD’s containing a copy of NDOM’s AML Access database was provided to Mark O’Brien 
(BLM-NSO) and Kris Urquhart, Rory Lamp and Tracy Kipke (NDOW) to facilitate sharing 
of hazard location information. 

8. Received a call from claimant Matt Leipzig regarding unsecured hazards in Nye County.  A 
fencing contractor list and fencing diagrams were sent via mail. 

9. Communicated with all eleven GIS/Field Specialist applicants.  Interviews were held with 
six applicants.  The merits of each applicant were discussed and reviewed by staff.  A top 
candidate and an alternate candidate were decided upon. 

10. Downloaded, edited, renamed and archived 46 photos from recent AML work in Douglas, 
Nye, and Washoe counties. 

11. A multi-agency meeting on Bats and Abandoned Mines was attended with a focus on better 
coordination of pre-closure biological surveys when permanent closure methods are being 
considered (e.g. foam, backfill).  The group, consisting of NDOM, BLM, USFS, NDOW, 
and Natural Heritage, decided to meet again in April to review a master list (to be initially 
created by NDOM, BLM and USFS) of abandoned mine hazards being considered for 
permanent closure.  The master list will provide all interested parties with the information 
and notification needed to perform the surveys with sufficient time for evaluation, and 
hopefully, increase the efficiency of the permanent closure process. 

12. Communicated with Brian Jordan (ACOE) and Elaine Ezra (TerraSpectra) regarding current 
and upcoming GIS projects. 

13. Staff gave 3 fourth grade presentations on AML/minerals & commodities to 64 students at 
Pinion Hills Elementary (3 presentations – 64 students). 

14. A meeting was held with Barbara Mackey (Administrator - 4th Ward School) and Doug 
Southerland (exhibit consultant) to discuss the design elements to be included in the “Stay 
Out, Stay Alive” exhibit at the school.  Doug and Barbara create a mock-up including 
options to present at a future meeting in the next couple of months.  Design plans should be 
available for review at the CMR tour of the 4th Ward School scheduled for April 20th. 

15. Communicated with Kim Mulhern (ACOE) to get summaries of biological surveys 
conducted in Clark County as part of the SNPLMA funded AML project.  To date, and since 
September 2006, biological surveys have been performed at 57 of the 330 abandoned mine 
hazards being considered for this project.  According to the biological consultant, Walter 
Clevenger, of the 57 sites, 13 may represent biological habitat and are recommended for 
additional survey work.  The remaining 44 are recommended for backfill.   

16. A planning meeting was held with Ken Maas (USFS) to review FS regions with little NDOM 
AML inventory work.  This new list will help to guide future work.  A new programmatic 
agreement is expected before May which will allow NDOM to log and secure hazards, 
known to be orphans, in the same visit, rather than waiting for FS approval, currently taking 
3-4 years.  A new NDOM/USFS Memorandum of Understanding, which spells out the 
process and expectations, is in its final draft form and should be ready for signing in March.   



17. A preliminary inventory of regions, which may be proposed for permanent or semi-
permanent closure on BLM-managed lands, was discussed with Chris Ross (BLM-NSO).  
This list, along with a similar USFS list, will form the basis for a statewide closure priority 
database to be disseminated to all participating agencies to facilitate the necessary pre-
closure surveys and increase the efficiency and priority ranking of orphan abandoned mine 
hazards in the State. 

18. After reviewing NDOM’s AML database, the Department of Wildlife (NDOW) Western 
Region provided a list containing roughly half of the identified hazards in Storey County that 
they believe are not likely bat habitat and would not require any bat surveys prior to hard 
closure.   NDOW is expected to continue this review process and produce similar county lists 
during the coming months. 

19. Twenty-one candidates for the summer intern program were interviewed at UNR in half-hour 
sessions.  With only six positions available and five ’06 interns wishing to return, the 
selection process will be difficult.  A decision on the top six candidates will be decided in the 
next two weeks. 

20. The National Association of Abandoned Mine Lands Programs (NAAMLP) Winter Business 
Meeting was attended in Albuquerque, NM.  Representatives of AML programs from 26 
states and tribal nations were in attendance.  While the majority of the meeting was spent 
discussing budgets with respect to SMCRA funding through the Office of Surface Mining 
(OSM), there is growing interest in remediation of non-coal (hard rock) sites and in 
broadening the base to include and involve non-coal states, such as Arizona, Idaho, 
California, and Nevada.  This would be the likely forum for the discussion and sharing of 
technical information and ideas regarding public safety-focused AML programs.  The 
meeting included a field trip to a nearby historic mining district recently converted to county-
owned open space.  The Cerrillos Hills is the subject of focused AML remediation and bat 
habitat preservation efforts by New Mexico’s Division of Mining and Minerals.  Several 
innovative closure methods were presented. 

 
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS – SOUTH 
1. Checked the conditions of fences and barricades for 20 “orphan” hazards south of Boulder 

City and Henderson.  Fourteen of the hazards require repair work and/or new warning signs. 
2. Conducted Clark County AML claim research.   
3. Completed and sent authorization requests for fencing of two Clark County “orphan” hazards 

to the Las Vegas BLM Field Office. 
4. Discussions were held with BLM AML Lead regarding funding from Southern Nevada 

Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) Round 6 ($464K) that is available and earmarked 
for completion of the Clark County AML inventory.  Under consideration is a proposal to 
have the Nevada Conservation Corps do the inventory work with training and observation 
provided by NDOM.  The inventory documentation would be provided to NDOM and BLM 
AML programs. 

5. Contacted by a Clark County Deputy District attorney regarding the legalities of County 
notification of claimants (unpatented) failing to respond and secure AML hazards after 
NDOM notification.  This is a follow-up to Chairman Gibson’s letter to Clark County 
Chairman Rory Reid requesting assistance.  Concerns were expressed over the County’s role 
in dealing with active unpatented claims on public (BLM, USFS) lands. 

6. Continued work on the 2006 Abandoned Mine Lands report. 
7. Prepared a letter responding to a Clark County Deputy District Attorney regarding county 

notification of claimants who fail to respond to Division AML securing letters.  Follow-up to 
Commission Chairman Gibson’s letter to Clark County Commission Chairman Rory Reid. 



8. Conducted land status research on the area off of West Warm Springs Road in Las Vegas 
where five AML hazards are located.  A 2003 land swap resulted in BLM land being 
changed to private status and to Clark County.  The abandoned mine hazards are located on 
placer claims that apparently have valid existing rights, but are also now located on land that 
is owned by Clark County.  We are trying to determine who is now responsible for securing 
the AML hazards. 

9. Conducted AML field investigations with Chris Ross, BLM Nevada AML lead in the Gold 
Butte area of Clark County.  Three hazards were identified and ranked and four non-hazards 
were documented. 

10. Additional land status research is being conducted through the Clark County Assessor’s 
Office for land in the area of West Warm Springs Road where the Best Bet and Mountain 
Vista claim groups are located. 

11. Two new Eagle Scout candidates have requested AML securing projects in Clark County.  
They are Cody Bryan (#83) and Jacob Trotter (#84). 

12. Conducted a project reconnaissance visit with Eagle Scout candidate Chris Chubb (#81).  
Chris will re-secure four vandalized hazards at the Blue Quartz Mine west of Boulder City. 

13. Attended a Yellow Pine Rail Trail working group meeting.   
14. Prepared and delivered a suite of mineral and rock samples to the Las Vegas Natural History 

Museum for incorporation into a new “Minerals and Rocks Used in Our Homes” exhibit. 
15. Met with McCaw School of Mines Executive Director, A-Tech student intern Matt Mumm 

and Intern Coordinator Mary Kay Lein to discuss progress on the new McCaw School of 
Mines web site.  The web site construction is well under way; the design looks very good and 
will be easy to access.  Based on a page-by-page evaluation of the site during the meeting, 
some fine tuning is necessary and is in-progress.  Another review will be held on Feb. 27 
and, pending any major revisions, should be posted on or about March 1.  The website 
address will be www.mccawschoolofmines.org 

16. Attended a ceremony at McCaw School of Mines dedicating the new wall mural on the rear 
of the Visitor’s Center in honor of late Foundation Board member Dale Schiedeman.  The 
mural covers the entire rear of the building and is highly visible to passing traffic on Van 
Wagenen Ave.  This ceremony also marked the 10th anniversary of the first student tours to 
the Mine. 

17. Assisted in training a group of new Nevada State College volunteers at McCaw School of 
Mines.  They will conduct student tours during the month of March. 

18. The new Las Vegas office address:  2030 E. Flamingo Rd., Suite 220, Las Vegas, NV  89119 
in the Greystone complex.  On Feb. 23, we should have a firm move-in date from the 
Greystone space planners – for now it is anticipated to be late-March to mid-April.  The final 
space plan has been received and has all of the modifications requested. 

19. Las Vegas staff is updating and assembling materials and handouts for the 18th Annual Las 
Vegas Minerals Education Workshop to be held April 2-4, 2007 at Cheyenne High School. 

20. Prepped mineral (quartz, barite, and calcite) and rock (basalt, gabbro, sandstone, schist, 
quartzite and marble) samples for the Las Vegas teacher workshop. 

21. Attended Day 2 of the Boomtown History Event at the Longstreet Hotel in Amargosa Valley 
and provided an informational display and “Stay Out and Stay Alive” handout materials to 
approximately 170 attendees (one presentation – 170 people). 

22. Prepared a PowerPoint presentation on the Potosi lead mine for presentation at the Old 
Mormon Fort “Lunch with History” program to be delivered Saturday, March 3. 

23. Debbie Selig attended the Nevada Mining Association Education Committee meeting in 
Reno. 

24. Presented 3 sessions of minerals & commodities and AML for 130 3rd grade students at 
James McMillan Elementary School in Summerlin (three presentations – 130 people). 



OIL AND GAS 
1. Coordinating with BLM on the Isern Gigantic 1-4 well, operator status, bonding, and 

compliance. 
2. Coordinating with BLM on Westar Oil Inc. apds and bonding. No NDOM apds or fees 

received, cannot process the 1-33 or 1-9 apds until received, Westar was notified and 
indicated they were sending.  

3. Received a call from Energy Operations of Nevada, Gary Miller. Letting Nevada know that 
we are likely loosing $15-20 million dollars in exploration investment due to permitting 
delays resulting in loss of rig and change in company priorities. Forwarded the message to 
Commissioner Kozlowski and Mr. Gary Johnson at BLM.  

4. Sent email regarding information provided to me by Energy Operations of Nevada re: loss to 
NV of substantial investment in exploration due to extended permitting time with BLM 
Tonopah FO. Spoke with BLM representative about looking into the situation. Received a 
revised location map for the Yankee Mine #3 well which will probably be drilled. 

5. Coordinating with BLM re: Isern Gigante well 1-4. Westar Oil, Inc. and Isern Oil, out of 
compliance. Operations shut down until compliance and bonding issues investigated. Change 
of operator and sundry for well work required and completed.  Request to perforate 4000’ of 
casing was denied due to lack of information regarding water and hydrocarbon zones. 

6. Westar Oil apd for 1-33 well review completed and approved. 
7. Continued coordination with BLM re: Westar Oil, Isern Oil, and Fontera.  Provided 

opportunity for final testing of 1-4 well. No shows. Leases expired on 2/25/07. Sundries and 
apd submitted to NDOM have either been returned or not acted upon because federal leases 
no longer in effect. Meeting with BLM and Westar scheduled for March 5. Westar will 
request re-instatement of leases. APD now in effect for 1-33 well will be subject to 
cancellation pending outcome of March 5 meeting.  

8. PXP setting conductor on Pancake 21-1 well  
9. Coordinating with BLM on Westar leases and well 1-4. All leases expired on 2/25/07.  

Returned apd and fee to Westar because lease has expired. Received surety bond from 
Westar $50,000 NDOM bond. Bond was immediately requested to be returned by operator. 
NDOM required a written request.   

10. Provided information to the Nye County Emergency Response coordinator on oil refinery 
and oil field locations. Very much in need of an accurate well location map. Promised we 
were working on it. 

11. Meritage reported an oil spill at Eagle Springs 5-36. Agencies informed in a timely manner. 
 
GEOTHERMAL 
1. Cayley Geothermal Inc. Reese River well 56-4 spudded 2/9. On site for rigging up, setting 

surface casing, and cementing. 
2. Steamboat Hills sundry notice on clean out and pump replacement on production well 28-32. 

Approved. Sundry notices on installation of pressure monitors into slim holes for 
NDEP/Washoe monitoring program. Sundry for repair and testing of 64A injection well. 
Approved. 

3. Requested extension of contract with Ehni Enterprises for continued Geothermal Update 
newsletters. They are behind in doing these but expect new edition this month. D.Driesner 
coordinated contract paperwork. 

4. To Brady Hot Springs for on site of rigging up DHS rig for drilling well 15-12. Second visit 
with BLM to look at conductor and two additional drill sites.  Sent memo to operator with 
results of on site. 

5. Meeting with BLM to review status of geothermal industry in NV and how to integrate the 
new “Steam Team” out of Winnemucca Field Office into the process most effectively.  



6. Attended Elko BLM FO scoping meeting for the Ely Energy Park. Spoke at length with 
Sierra Pacific project personnel. 

7. On site visit to Beowawe power plant and well field. 
8. On site at TG Power Hot Sulphur Springs 65-8 well drilling site. Witnessed rigging up, 

setting surface casing and cementing. Acquired a list of all contractors on site at the request 
of NV Business and Industry Division. 

9. Completed review of Ormat 16-12 and 17-12 production well apds, approved.  Logging 64A 
injection well at SBH. Replacing pump in production well, SBH. When complete the Lang 
rig will be moving to Grass Valley to begin working on the 22 apds issued out there. 

10. Information to a potential operator of small geothermal plants in central Nevada valleys. 
Permitting consultant hired. 

11. On site Caley Geothermal BOPE test, 56-4. Successful, drilling ahead. Spoke with company 
VP regarding delays in permitting being experienced from the BLM Tonopah FO. 
Encouraged him to provide information to SO. 

12. Review of Vulcan Carson Lake Basin 10 apds complete and sent to administrator. 
13. Coordinating with L.Garside on GSA presentation and paper. 
14. Edited the Geothermal Update newsletter with Ehni Enterprises. Posted to website. 
15. Provided leasing information to Senator Reeds office. 
16. Posted new geothermal production numbers to the web. Production up ~5%. Increased 

despite significant plant down time due to re-powering projects. 
17. Revised the Energy Permitting Handbook and posted to web. 
18. Provided permit information to BLM for 2006 
19. Cayley Geothermal, BOPE witnessed.  Approved minor modification to 7 ½ BOPE design.  

Drilling restarted with water supply, bit stuck. Retrieval efforts in progress. 
20. TG Power Black Gold rig pumps down. Rig inspection by M.Tyler, issues addressed. Two 

apds for additional fee land wells submitted, corrdinating with NDOW on sage grouse issues. 
21. Brady Power DSH rigging up on production well. 
22. Attended Renewable Energy Meeting called by Senator H. Reid. RETF, industry and federal 

agencies attended. Senator would like to see federal agencies involved with the RETF to 
further cooperation. Provided information on NDOM and UNR efforts to map potential and 
land use. Attendees felt this could be a good initial step in directing renewable project 
permitting. Provided a memo on this work to the Energy Advisor H. Geçol. 

23. Meeting with Raser Technology on potential geothermal projects in NV. Will be filing paper 
work in the near future. 

24. Received the logs on the 64A injection well workover, Ormat. 
25. To Winnemucca to meet with the two new geothermal permitting positions, Rebecca Lange 

and Lynn Harrison. 
26. To Brady for DHS #14 rig inspection. Spud well 15-12 on 3/1. 
27. Coordinating with Mr. Salcedo, Washoe County and NDEP on domestic well. Sent paper 

work to bring existing well into NDOM system. 
28. Review complete on TG Power’s apds for Tuscarora. Request for comment sent to NDOW. 

Provided information on releasing rig from 65-8 site and securing well. 
29. Received organization report for Raser Technologies and wholly owned subsidiaries. 
30. Coordinating with Valley Electric and the Nye County school district on a geothermal heat 

pump system and possible GPW funding through a TOA grant. 


