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ACTIVITY AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

AUGUST 2007 
 
ADMINISTRATION (ALAN) 

1. Represented the Governor at the Mining Law Reform congressional hearing in Elko. 
2. Met with Ryan McGinness of the Nevada Washington DC office to discuss priorities in 

the abandoned mine lands program. 
3. Discussed NDEP air permits and regulations with Bill Wahl of IMV Nevada. 
4. Discussed the Securities and Exchange Commission investigation of Westar Petroleum 

with Gary Johnson, BLM-DSD. 
5. Met with Senator John Ensign at the Steamboat Geothermal Plant. 
6. Took the summer interns to lunch on their final day of work for the Division. 
7. Attended the summer meeting of the GSN with Commissioners DeLong and Parratt. 

 
RECLAMATION BOND POOL (DOUG) 

1. Reconciled all of the notice level bonds with BLM’s list.  Resolved one difference which 
involved transposing 2 numbers by a BLM Field Office. 

2. Issued notice level bonds for Molycorp Gold Corp, Golden Odyssey, Sniper Resources 
US Inc., partially released a notice level bond for AuEx, Inc., released a notice level bond 
for Quito Gold, and released a regular bond for DFH Copper Basin Project. 

3. Spoke with Opal Adams about the hopeful release of MGC’s bond for the Spring Valley 
Project.  NDEP is the regulator instead of BLM, as the project is on patented claims. 

4. Spoke with several people about notice level bonds, including Peter Clark, Alan Berry of 
Paradise Peak Mining, and Eric Struhsacker of AuEx. 

5. Spoke with the Art Wilson Company about the progress at the Silverpeak Tailings 
reclamation.  It is proving to be a bigger job than they thought, and will take them 
another 2-3 weeks to finish the dirt work.  They are still planning to re-seed. 

6. Sent out invoices to those participants who are on a quarterly schedule. 
7. Filed my notary bond with the Washoe County Clerk, and renewed my notary 

commission with the Secretary of State’s office. 
 
MINING, LAND AND OTHER ISSUES (DOUG) 

1. Conducted the “cookie mining” exercise with Linda for a group of Junior High students 
participating in the Silver City summer program. 

2. Sent the final mineral production data to NBMG along with the bulk of material for the 
Major Mines booklet. 

3. Spoke with Les Hornbeck of Austin about his turquoise claim. 
4. Fielded two calls from the media about the missing miners at the Utah coal mine.  

Answered general questions about mining in Nevada, but referred them to the State Mine 
Inspector for questions about Nevada’s safety and training regulations. 
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5. Provided information about Nevada’s 2006 mineral production, employment, and 
exploration activities to Tray Abney of the Governor’s Office for use in his testimony at 
the Elko field hearing on the Rahall mining law reform bill. 

6. Provided production information for certain operations to the Dept. of Taxation.  They 
are double checking figures as they certify the net proceeds of mines tax amounts. 

7. Spoke with Jon Hutchings from Eureka concerning his testimony about the Rahall bill. 
8. Met with Chris Warner of the Great Basin Institute – Nevada Conservation Corps (GBI) 

at UNR.  Prepared the contract with GBI for conducting the AML inventory in Clark 
County.  This is the project that will be funded by SNPLMA.  This is a sole source 
contract, valued at over $100,000 so approval of the Administrator of State Purchasing 
was needed.  The contract is expected to be approved by the Board of Examiners at their 
September 11, 2006 meeting. 

9. Submitted the assistance agreement to the BLM for the annual support of $50K. 
10. Spoke with several claimants with mineral activity on Forest Service lands.  The Division 

sent out a questionnaire to gather information on such activity. 
11. Met with Scott Hall and Sarah Bell of Geotemps regarding the renewal of their contract 

for AML work.  The contract is expected to be approved September 11, 2006. 
12. Participated in a conference call to decide the winners of the Nevada Excellence in 

Mining Reclamation awards.  There will be 5 awards this year: Anglogold Ashanti 
(Nevada) Corp., Innovation in Reclamation Techniques at Big Springs; Turquoise Ridge 
Joint Venture, Leadership in Reclamation at the Getchell Mine; Marigold Mining 
Company, Leadership in Reclamation at the Daisy, Mother Lode, and Marigold Mines; 
Barrick Goldstrike Mines, Wildlife Habitat Enhancement, at the Baza Rock Storage 
Area; and Barrick Gold Corporation, Innovative Design and Planning, at the Ruby Hill 
Mine.  Ordered award plaques for the awards to be presented at the Nevada Mining 
Association’s convention in September. 

13. Reviewed NBMG’s “The Nevada Mineral Industry – 2006.” 
14. Attended the Nevada Miners & Prospectors meeting which was held in Carson City. 

 
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS - NORTH (MIKE) 

1. The summer interns completed their 11th week, securing 19 hazards, logging 35 new 
hazards and 29 non-hazards and re-visiting 9 sites all in White Pine County. The interns 
completed their 12th week with 7 securings, 11 hazards and 81 non-hazards logged in 
Elko County.  In addition, two interns, Sam and Paul, performed ownership research on 
all identified unsecured Elko County hazards and then spoke to the teachers in the 9-12 
Session about how they got involved in Earth Science and subsequently enrolled at 
Mackay.  All six interns also attended a mine tour as part of the Workshop.  The interns 
completed their 13th week, securing 1 hazard, re-visiting 2 hazards, logging 75 new 
hazards and 257 non-hazards in White Pine County.  The interns completed their 14th and 
final week, securing seven hazards, logging 30 new hazards and 34 non-hazards and re-
visiting 10 sites in Lyon, Pershing and Storey counties.  They also cleaned the NDOM 
storage unit, cleaned and inventoried three field vehicles, and assisted with the transfer of 
AML data sheets from the old variously sized binders into new same size binders.  
During their 14 weeks of employment, the summer interns secured 156 hazards, re-
visited 52 hazards, and logged 549 new hazards and 1,731 non-hazards in 13 counties. 

2. Conducted AML field work on public lands under claim by Golden Predator in Pershing 
County.  Range fires destroyed a number of historic mine buildings at the old Springer 
Tungsten Mine and impacted several previously secured abandoned mine hazards.  BLM-
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Winnemucca and Golden Predator Mines requested NDOM’s assistance in inventorying 
and assessing these dangerous conditions.  The prior claimant identified and secured14 
hazardous conditions in section 34, of which eight required some sort of repair work due 
to fire damage and/or vandalism.  One new hazard was logged and fenced. 

3. The spreadsheet detailing closure methods and costs estimates for abandoned mine sites 
at Downeyville was updated, reviewed with NDOW, and forwarded to Casey Kiel 
(Coeur) for consideration as part of their proposed SEP.  Communicated with contractors 
bidding on Downeyville work.  Long talk with Ed Winchester (Frontier Environmental) 
demonstrated the need for better pictures and more detailed descriptions of sites requiring 
bat-compatible closures.  Traveled to Downeyville site with Paul to collect detailed 
measurements and pictures for distribution to potential bidders.   

4. At the request of the BLM-NSO, met with John Illson, Regional Audit Supervisor for the 
Department of the Interior Inspector General, and two members of his staff regarding 
Nevada’s AML program in general and known hazards in the Virginia City area.  They 
were provided with copies of our Virginia City topo map and hazard inventory sheets for 
hazards in six sections centered on the town itself.  They are anxious to resolve some 
outstanding land status issues with Storey County and gain information regarding known 
AML issues on public lands managed by the BLM.  They offered to provide NDOM with 
land status GIS layers and other information when they complete their audit. 

5. Spoke with Storey County landowner who recently received our letter regarding an 
unsecured hazard.  He lives in California and bought the property sight unseen and didn’t 
understand the legacy issues he inherited which were related to mining.  The AML 
contractor list was faxed to him and a contractor subsequently called for additional 
information in order to fence the shaft in question. 

6. Met with claimant regarding closure options on three abandoned mine hazards with 
associated historic/cultural resources in Mineral County.  A combination of backfill and 
foam was recommended and will be proposed to the BLM-CC office. 

7. Provided additional hazard information and securing requirements to claimants/owners 
Richard Wagner and DWC Resources for hazards in Storey County. 

8. Attended classroom portion of BLM-CC DAT training session for cultural/historical 
resource recognition during backfills.  

9. Worked with Paul to complete the Cultural Resource Avoidance Certification forms for 
submission to BLM Field Offices and USFS. 

10. Met with Dennis Dunham (Foam Concepts) to review the current uses of poly-urethane 
foam (PUF) for effective mine closures.  Dennis also examined three boxes of 2-year-old 
foam in storage and estimated their effectiveness for use in an upcoming closure. 

11. Geotemps contractor, Danielle Villa, completed ownership research for unsecured 
hazards in Esmeralda County and Nye County, and began work on Lyon County. 

12. Assisted Ken Maas (USFS) with ownership research on hazards in Nye County. 
13. Along with biologists from NDOW and Natural Heritage, performed nighttime external 

bat surveys on 11 hazards proposed for backfill in Washoe County. 
14. The Fall AML contract and expectations were reviewed with Geotemps, with a planned 

starting date (pending approval by the Board of Examiners) of September 24th. 
15. The statewide AML potential closures list was updated with detailed hazard information 

for ~160 sites in the Berlin, Painted Rock and Treasure Hill areas for use by NDOW and 
their contractor in conducting pre-closure bat surveys. 

16. A letter of thanks and a photo CD were sent to Boy Scout Paul Herget for the successful 
completion of his Eagle Service Project fencing five sites in Washoe County. 
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17. Communicated with Boy Scout, Casey Sylvester, regarding the securing of several sites 
east of Lovelock as part of his Eagle Project.  Casey provided photos and coordinates for 
11 apparent hazards needing fencing.  Most have been logged by NDOM, but several 
have not and will require a site visit. 

18. Met with Barbara Mackey, Doug Southerland and Marian Samuelson regarding the “Stay 
Out, Stay Alive” exhibit at the 4th Ward School.  Six to eight pictures depicting the 
specific hazards addressed in our brochure need to be identified and digitized for use in 
the display.  The digital database of hazards is being reviewed to find satisfactory images. 

19. Began mentoring new employee, Paul Buffington, for his role as AML Field Specialist. 
20. Communicated with David Brickey (TerraSpectra) regarding his two upcoming trips to 

Carson City to update the AML database and deliver the GIS layers completed to date. 
21. Eric Warmath (NDOT GIS Specialist) provided a review of GIS data available from 

NDOT and copied several requested datasets for TerraSpectra and NDOM, including 
State roads and parks, county roads, and shaded relief maps. 

22. Performed a trial run of the handheld Trimble GeoExplorer ArcPad/GPS unit in the field 
with Paul Buffington and David Brickey.  The touch-screen display is rather small and 
very dark (when viewed outdoors), the GPS is extremely sensitive to loss of satellite 
communication (even outside), and the ArcPad software running on the Microsoft Pocket 
PC operating system locked up twice.  Memory limitations allowed no more than two 
image layers open at one time.  In contrast, David’s laptop running ArcGIS with a 
tethered Garmin GPS 60CXi (similar to our 60) had no problems with satellite 
communication (even from inside the truck) and displayed all image and AML database 
data alongside our field efforts without any difficulty.  The laptop/GPS configuration 
would not be a portable solution, but would allow users to access and easily view all 
available information in real-time.  Some sort of PDA platform might allow for field data 
entry and subsequent information sharing with a laptop computer (which never left the 
vehicle).  This combination would likely be the same or less than the cost of a 
GeoExplorer and allow for more flexibility and ease of use.  David will conduct a similar 
test with Bill Durbin in the next couple of weeks.  Results will be reviewed and discussed 
with Brian Jordan (ACOE). 

23. Attended webcast presentation of TerraGo’s GeoPDF GIS software.  This is an 
application allowing the sharing of GIS information with others via Adobe Reader (free 
and widely installed).  It would provide the means for sharing/reviewing/exchanging data 
with those in the office or field that might have internet access but don’t have the full 
ArcGIS software.  Both TerraSpectra and the Corps of Engineers are evaluating the 
product for their own and their clients use. 

24. Participated in the three-day Northern Nevada Earth Science Teachers Workshop in Elko.  
Acted as the event photographer, session coordinator for grades 9-12 and taught two 
activities to fourteen teachers.  Assisted with mine tour of Yukon Nevada’s Jerritt 
Canyon property and the tour of Lamoille Canyon.  70 teachers attended the workshop. 

 
AML / GIS (PAUL) 

1. First week of work with the Division.  Mike Visher introduced me to the interns and 
other coworkers in the office.  Spent time learning the office and people in it, settling in, 
and getting the office supplies needed to do my job. Went over employment information 
with Linda Wells and filled out the paperwork for new employees.  

2. Performed nighttime external bat surveys on 11 hazards proposed for backfilling in 
Washoe County with NDOW and Natural Heritage. 



Page 5 of 7 

3. Reviewed video tapes of nighttime external bat surveys done on the night of August 14, 
2007.  Recorded the information on the proper forms and gave the information to Mike 
Visher to share with NDOW and Natural Heritage. 

4. Worked in the field with the interns securing 4 hazards in Storey County. 
5. Made a day trip to Imlay, and met with John Barta of Golden Predator Mines Inc. to 

assess fire damage to secured AML features in the area.  Mike Visher trained me on some 
of the procedures and paperwork for securing and logging hazards. 

6. Met with Claire Obester to discuss hazards that were thought to be on her property.  Ms. 
Obester was very helpful and produced a map that was more detailed than the maps in the 
Storey County Assessor’s office. The hazards were found not to be on her property. 

7. Went on a day trip to Downeyville to assess the proposed backfill sites.  Took pictures 
and measurements of the sites to be sent off to Casey Kiel at Coeur and the contractors 
bidding on the job.  Made CDs of the pictures from Downeyville and put copies in the 
mail to each contractor and one to Casey Kiel.  Sent an e-mail to Casey Kiel with 
information and a few pictures to help in the bidding process for the backfill project. 

8. Mike Visher familiarized me with the process of going over the weekly mine 
investigations, sorting, and inputting photos.  After the interns downloaded the photos 
from the weeks visited sites, I sorted the photos into the appropriate files by county.  

9. Worked on the Cultural Resource Avoidance Certification forms and information 
required with them to be sent off to the BLM and Forest Service. 

10. Met with Dennis Dunham, sales and Applications manager for Foam Concepts, and 
discussed the uses of his product for sealing up AML hazards. 

11. Researched photos sent to Mike Visher by Eagle Scout Casey Sylvester.  Identified seven 
out of the eleven photos as being sites previously logged by the Division of Minerals. 

12. Researched photos that could possibly be used in the “Stay Out, Stay Alive” exhibit at the 
4th Ward School. 

13. Went to the Carson BLM office and attended the DAT training and field trip to the 
Virginia City area from BLM archaeologist Susan McCabe. 

14. Worked with David Brickey from TerraSpectra Geomatics on setting up the GIS system 
and tutored me on some of the uses of Arc Map and the GIS software.  

15. Went into the field with David Brickey and Mike Visher to make some test runs with a 
Trimble GeoExplorer ArcPad/GPS unit.  Found the Trimble unit to be very impractical in 
the field for our applications. 

16. Met with Eric Warmath the NDOT GIS coordinator.  Eric provided us with some updated 
maps for our GIS system and answered some questions for us on the applications of GIS 
software.  Took our new Maxtor hard drive and Eric updated many of the maps we had 
on file in the hard drive and had it ready for us to pick up the next day. 

17. Registered with Western Nevada College for fall semester to attend an Intro to GIS class. 
The class will be held Monday nights from 7:00- 9:45 August 27 through December 14. 

18. Mike Visher, Linda Wells, and I sat in on a webcast from Carahsoft on a GeoPDF 
application that would allow the use of Adobe Reader to share GIS information between 
people in the field who might not have full ArcGis software and people in the office.  

 
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS - SOUTH (BILL) 

1. The Las Vegas office was notified by Wells Cargo staff that the five AML hazards on the 
Best Bet placer claims at the end of West Warm Springs Road in Las Vegas have been 
backfilled. 
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2. Las Vegas office is reviewing all Clark County topographic maps to identify and count 
un-logged AML hazards and prospects in preparation for the Nevada Conservation Corps 
field investigations program. 

3. A detailed re-survey of the Argentena patented mining claims is forthcoming.  The claim 
owners have maintained that the AML hazards where the 2002 injury incident occurred 
(the geo-cachers) are on BLM lands outside of their claims.  A BLM survey completed 
by the Las Vegas Field Office indicated all hazards are on the claims.  The new survey is 
being conducted on behalf of the owners – the surveyor is known and respected by BLM-
Las Vegas.  More to follow. 

4. Las Vegas staff worked with Terra Spectra staff to update AML and GIS databases.  
5. Prepped materials and copies; prepped calcite, quartz and gold ore samples for the Elko 

teacher workshop. 
6. Las Vegas staff participated in the 23rd annual Northern Nevada Earth Science Education 

Workshop for teachers.  Chief-SNO conducted hands-on activities for 6-4th and 5th grade teachers 
including sessions on minerals and rocks, AML and “Paste with a Taste”.  The teachers also 
participated in “Operation Chemistry” and “Edible Earth” activity sessions.  Staff assisted in tour 
coordination for the Cortez/Pipeline mine tour.  

7. Chief-SNO and McCaw School of Mines Foundation Board member Dorothy Webb 
conducted TV interviews at the Mine for KVBC Channel 3s “News 3 at Sunrise” show.   

8. Work is in-progress on the McCaw Foundation Gala fund-raiser, scheduled for Friday, 
October 5 and the Nevada Days Open House, scheduled for Friday, October 26. 

9. Excavation work is underway for the new Gordon McCaw Elementary School.  It is 
expected to open in the fall of 2008.  When the new school is completed, the old 
buildings will be torn down.  

10. Conducted a tour of the McCaw School of Mines for Nevada Test Site personnel who 
have equipment available to donate to the Mine.  The equipment includes an Alpine 
continuous miner, steel sets and rail. 

11. Upgraded the McCaw School of Mines office computer with new software.  
12. Attended a planning and strategy meeting at the McCaw School of Mines. 
13. Attended and chaired a McCaw School of Mines Foundation Board meeting.  
14. Assisted teacher Mary Shane in assembling a rock and mineral collection and teaching 

materials for her new earth science program at Advanced Technologies Academy high 
school in Las Vegas. 

 
GEOTHERMAL (CHRISTY) 

1. Reviewed geothermal Leasing EA for Wildhorse Pass area for Battle Mtn BLM. 
2. Vulcan at Carson Lakes, drilling ahead at ~4000’.  Approved changes in casing plan and 

deepening for Vulcan Salt Wells observation well.  Received 10 apds for production 
wells. Under review. 

3. Facilitated a meeting with TG Power and their local state senator, Dean Rhoads. Running 
flow test on 72-8 well. Mobbing on 57-8 prod well.  TG Power drilling ahead on 
production well, ~1100’. 

4. Nevada Geothermal Power, Blue Mt, drilling ahead at ~2500’. Approved Temporary shut 
in on well 34-14, company determining disposition of well.  Nevada Geothermal Power 
drilling ahead at ~ 3100’. Approved extension of one year for one Blue Mt apd. 

5. Ormat, Steamboat, two rigs on site. Injection well at ~ 900’, fighting lost circulation. 
Second rig mobbing to production well site on Myberg property. Myberg plant, ~20 MW, 
site under construction.  Ormat drilling ahead on injection well ~1100’, fighting LC. 
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Myberg production well spudded. Inspected both rigs. New GeoDrill rig is very 
impressive. Received application for Fallon Air Base well, under review. Set meeting 
with operations managers for next week. 

6. Provided renewable energy potential information to Washoe Tribe. 
7. Received 11 apds for Salt Wells, reviewed and requested revisions and additional 

information from operator. Coordinating on injection drilling at Stillwater. 
8. Raser drilling ahead at Big Smoky location, ~ 4000’. Coordinating with NDEP on their 

injection wells and UIC permit.  Approved changes in casing plan and deepening for 
Rasor Big Smokey well. Drilling ahead at ~4600’ 

9. Coordinating with Sierra Geothermal on re-entry and further drilling at Reese River. 
10. Approved 3 geothermal permits for Enel at Stillwater. 

 
OIL AND GAS (CHRISTY) 

1. Finalized bookings for annual IOGCC in New Orleans late September. 
2. Providing information to Securities and Exchange Commission on oil operator activity. 

Coordinating with BLM. 
3. Coordinating with DY Exploration for temporary water disposal plan. 
4. Received 3 apds from Richardson Operating. Requested additional data.  Richardson 

Operating building location on Long Canyon well. Waiting on additional information on 
three apds. 

5. Neuhaus Properties mobbing on Straight Flush well.  Neuhaus Properties, drilling ahead 
on Straight Flush at ~ 1000’. 

6. Coordinating with DY Exploration on removal of spill material to land farm location. 
7. Permitted Cleary Petroleum apd. New operator. 
8. Received completion reports and logs for Geyser Santa Maria de los Angeles well. 

Approved sundry for frac treatment. 
 
OTHER 

1. Meeting of the Governor’s Renewable Energy Transmission Access Advisory 
Committee. Sub-committees for geothermal, biomass, wind, and solar formed. Potential 
maps provided to committee. Worked with NBMG and USGS to get put transmission 
layer provided by SPR on the maps. 

2. Meeting of the Senator John Ensign. Provided information on renewable energy potential 
and permitting trends. Opportunity to talk with Churchill and Lander county officials on 
geothermal development. 


